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THE INSANITIES OF THE TIMES OF LIFE.

Enormous dilferences m the E’]Ij'ﬁif:-i;u_u"iL':l.] activitics of the brain at

different periods,

Type of mental derangement much influenced by the special Fhy-

siplogical activity or decadence of the poriod.

INSANITY OF PUBERTY.
Rare—Only 2 cases in Royal Edinburgh Asylum at agea of 14 and 15
out of 1800 cases, and only 22 at 16 and 1T—Always hereditary—2Acuto
—Remittent—Not dangerous to life—Maniacal —Theories and practices
of education at Puberty.
Half the general population are under 20—0Only 1'5 per cent. of the
inzane nnder 20,

§ per cent. of general population over 60—17 per cent, of the insane.
Prognosis—Good.
Treatment, —Tonice—Fresh air—Baths—Milk and farinaceous dict

Cod liver oil—Bromide of potassinm—XNo opium or chloral.

INSANITY OF ADOLESCENCE,
Meaning of Adolescence.

Physiological and Peychological characteristics—Momentous period
—Far more g0 than Puberty.

Novelists the best students and deseribers of the mental characteris-
ties of Adolescence—Gwendolen Harleth ( Dandel Lharondi. )

Relationship of Adolescence to emotion—=Sense of duty- -[:T.'me'i!.}' for
work—Sentiment—Religions sense—Conrtship—Engagements to marry
—Sexual interconrae.

Of 1800 caszes 230 uncomplicated between 14 and 25—0f these 49 ou-
surred at the BEES of 18, 19, and 20, while 1567 ocenrred from 21 o 25,

Mental Symploms.—78 per cent, exaltation—Only 22 per cent. de-
prqaﬁil!]l—}"-fat:in, acute, remittent, relapsing in 66 per cent.—Horedi-
tary predisposition very common (45 per cent. ascertained, far more
than that in reality.)—Morbid ideas, emotions, specch, and conduct
tinctured h:,' erotic, sexual, or adolescent characteristics.

£ 4 Prognosis.—(Good—At least 60 per cent. recover—Remainder mostly

become demented and live long, bodily health ofton being good.  Mor

tality Small.—COnly 1'8 per cent. died.
Tramfntenf. —Same as for Insanity of Puberty.

Signs and Accompaniments of Recovery, —Perfect development of form
and mamme—Growth of beard and sexual hair—Change of voice
["55-'.;-1]3[.;51':".:][3? tha:}' EIMerge from attack men and women,




CLIMACTERIC INSANITY.

Age—Physiological characteristics of period—Melancholie symptomn
in half the cases in women between 45 and 30,

Mental Rg.rirl;.'.-!um.e 1 & ‘t}'l‘.—ii:;l.] cage—Loga of lkean interest in life
Fits of depression—Capacity for work diminished —Trritability—Sus-
picion—Sense of fear and impending danger—Change of connubial affec-
tion—Suicidal longings—Vague melancholic delusions.

Bodily Symptoms —Sensory neuroses—Vertigo—Pains—Sensations
of heat—Vaso-motor nenroses, flushings, ete. Motor Symploms. —Rest-
lessness,

Prognogis.—TFair—60 per cent. of nncomplicated cases recover.
Preafment. —Change of scene- Travel —Change of air and of diet
Iron and Quinine—Sea-bathing—Fresh air—Fattening Diet—The Bro-

mides,

SENILE INSBANITY.
Hepresents an irregularity in the Physiclogical decay of the brain—
rEmature aml ﬂ'fﬁ!uﬂt d(,'lt.'tgﬁ i{q:]:l.tirrl:ﬁ-!r:['l to atheroma of ;:1':;'1';'(_*!:.
shrinking of brain, and degeneration and atrophy of cells of convolu-
tioma,

|.l'

Out of 1800 cases 95 or 5 per cent. Senile, or over 66—Of these 62
Mania, and 32 Melancholia,

Mental Symploms,—Loss of memory — Irritability — Exeitement —
Bestlessness,

Prognosis.—Bad—Not hopelesa in all cases,

Treatment, —Nursing—Support—Sedatives—Stimulants— Diet.
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