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o the practical matter of fact minds
of our present time, the fairy tales

of medimval legend and tradition may
often seem nothing but the wildest

in £eqend.

play of irrativnal and unregulated
imagination ; but, as in the case of
architecture, the ﬁL'I,!l'l._':.-’ of the most
fantastic grotesques of Gothie art will
wall repay the enrnest and :-i:.fmp::_[.]wl:i('
student, by yielding up to him the
hidden and often unsuspected secret
of their uncouth symbolism, so the
study of legendary lore is always re-
warded by an insight into the primi-
tive philosophy of our forefathers, and
we find in the fairy tales which they

| egither fashioned or refurbished, the

record and evidence of their earnest |
speculation upon what were to them |
often matters of the greatest possible |
moral and spiritual interest. Myth, |
in fact, is only primitive philosophy or
primeval theology, and “ Legend” but
another name for “ Lesson,”

Arouncd no :-iuil_jl:l;,'i do we find more
quaintly beautiful legends woven than
that of the Nativity, and no annual
season is richer in its varied store of
traditional associations than Christ-
mastide.

In Milton's Ode to Christ’s Nativity,
he pictures the reverent welecome of
Nature to Him by whom all things
were made, and vigorously describes
the rout of the persomified powers of
Paganismn  before the rising of the
“ Sun of Righteousness.” It is inter-
esting to note his allusions to medieval
lezgend and Catholic traditions, not-
withstanding the fact that he was a
decided Protestant. From far U
the easterm road the starled wizards
haste” refers indeed to the feast of
Epiphany, on the 6th of January ; but
that date closed the twelve days’
festival of Christmas, and was indeed |
kept, especially in the Eastern church
before the :"«E:LI_E'."H_'I.' WIS 1I['|-It!i."l,.”j'
anthorized as having occurred on the |
25th December, in the old pagan
Roman Calendar already styled *The
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said * bye-bye ”

|a.ughin;£_ T believe one fellow has no
chance against two clever girls
are chums.

Then Tommy and I went in search
of more adventures, and Tommy found
one.

Mr. M. came along exercising Stella.
He is breaking her in. With the long
reins he was driving her gently up the
avenue.

“The filly is looking well,” T re-
marked.

“That she is,” he replied.

I went forward and patted Stella,
and Mr. M. said, “She’s very quiet.”

Tommy was displeased at so much
attention going Stella’s way, and he
made a dash for her heels, when she
lashed out behind, just missing Tommy,
and causing me to skip.

tak’ him awa’,” ox-

¢ Drat the dog!

'-'L'i]-l ]

claimed Mr. M., as Stella stood up on
her hind legs, pawing like a circus horse.

And we went “awa’”

Passing the cottage, I noticed the
kitchen window thrown up, and I went
over the grass and found Miss B. busy
inside.

¢ Pleasant day,” 1 =aid.

“(Go away ; I'm busy,” she replied.

i Pdté pans ? 7

L 4] ‘L'u.".l.‘.

«Sultana cakes?”

T Zo FL\.'l.-.‘-I.‘.."

“ How's Jake?™ I wnmw:i

# Mot well.”

“I'm sorry. Let me see him.”

“ Well, wait a moment.”

Jake was produced, and he has begun
pulling out his feathers again.

# How's the Gazerre " Jake cried.

“ (o to bed,” I replied.

I sugeested that a sea voyage would
do Jake good.

‘Shiver my timbers!” cried Jake.

o T won't have Jake .'i.{Hil.I'il:'f“ inamtical
words,’” said Miss B. ™

We talked about “Pup” and the
bullfinch for some time, when suddenly
Miss B. cried, “Oh! my cake!”™ On
opening the oven the paper that covered

P

to me and went off

| the top of the tin was on fire, and the

top of the cake was burned to a cinder.
Then I suddenly remembered an im-
portant engagement. I learned subse-
quently that the ladies took this cake
ctome graio soelis, which means, of course,
“sugared on the top.”
_-"L"\. | ll\.'l,".hlli the amall eott: Lge {!unl
I saw Mrs. B, and 1 v,n::nr OVETr.
“Taking any lodgers?” I asked.
“ No; taking in coals at present.”
She offered me her box, and I gently
tapped the lid in my best mannesr, and
took a full pinch between my finger
and thumb. She went on talking, .umJ
foolishly pulled a good pinch into
either and got 111Iirﬂ a shoek,
Between two sneezes I tried to explain
that I had a bad cold in my head, but
as the tears began to run down my
cheeks she laughed outright and '{.L]ii
“T don’t Lf*:*p Ir::]"m g that canna snuff.”
That is why the walk ended in tears.

4. M. W.

nostril,

Dear Mr. Editor,—I was awfully
well pleased to see a letter about me

| and the brooches in your last issue of

the Gazrrre. I remember looking for
them, but I am sorry to say that I did
not find any of them. I looked in every
place but the right place for them, so,
therefore, I lost the ten shillings' reward

| for a brooch which was lost ]r,. a lady,

who, for certain reasons, shall be name-
less, T also remember spe: aking to my
old friend, when he said, *Oh ! there is
another brooch lost.” T think he said,
“A pebble bar-shaped brooch this time,”
and I looked for it also, but I am sorry
to say that I did not find it. Now,
Mr. Editor, this is just a short letter,
and I hope it will please you and the
readers of the Gazerrr, and as this is
my first atte rmpt &b 1-uleu' Lo an editor
ofa paper, I hope you will put it in your
next issue of the Gazrrre, and uhllgr:_,
yours truly,
HucHiz.

Engagement rings—the din of battle.

BEGGE, KENNEDY & ELPER, GLAGIOW,




