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WI-'_ wish our readers a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year. In the words of the good old
song which we always sing at this
[eslive season :
A puid New Year tac ane an’ a'
AN mony may ye see ;
An® during a’ the year tag come

{h |‘|:';'||i|':,' may e I?l'.

[t has often been remarked that
while in England Christmas Day, or
the 25th of December, is observedwith
almost the strictness of a Sunday,
all work being suspended, in Scot
land little regard is paid to its
observance, even as a holiday,work
going on as usual. This is due, of
course, Lo Ihi_" STET hl!.'l:'[:-'l'l"?".-:;_l.lt!_ |"'.
ourn Scottish Heformers of all saints’
days, owing to the amount of super-
stitious and often blasphemous buf
foonery with which they were ceie-
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brated. Christmas, or, properly
speaking, the Mass of Chrst,
alan abolished, das having no
Scriptural  warrant, our reforming
ancestors ncluding all these feafi
vals in the apostolic warning
;Lgi]inﬂf observing ‘‘ days, months,
seasons,” and regarded such days
as little better than the evolution of
“ the mystery of iniquity,” which
had even begun in the apostolic
church. The real day of our
Saviour's birth has been no doubt
wizely hidden from us, as Bible
commentators all agree in stating
that Christ was born in either March
or September, the month of Dec-
ember being the rainy season in
Judea. when neither sheep nor
shepherds are in the fields, New
Year's Day, or, as it is familiariy
termed in Scotland, * Ne'ar Dav ™
is the grand national festival, being,
of course, preceded by “Hogmanay,”
which name by the way, it is curious
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and power to impress by the memory
of how it was able, in the vear 1524,
to impress and inspire ||-:.:*. Ruskin.”
Apart {from its association with the
great art critic, this peaceful Cum
berland wvale retains an old-world
connection with the “ second city,”
forming as it did, part of the ancient
kingdom of Strathclyde and the
diocese of Glaseow, whose
Bishop, 5t. Mungo, during his flight
fo Wales in 553 A.n., sel Lp his cros=s
in a clearing, or thwaite of the wood,
on Derwentwater side a short dis-
tance from Friar's Crag, and there he
preached the Gospel to the wild, idol
worshipping mountaineers, The old
parish Church of Crosthwaite dedi-
cated to St. Kentigern “ the dear
iriend,” marks the spot, and a valley
to the north still bears his name,
Mungris-dale or Mungo's dale.
ALA.
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Man.

R Man’'s life is full of crosses and

temptations. He comes mto
this world without his consent, and
goes out against his will, and the
trip between the two is exceedingly
rocky.

The rule of the contraries is one of
the impartant features of the trip.

When he is little the big girls kiss
him : but when he 1s grown the httle
zirls kiss him.

L1 he 15 poor, he is a b nanagernr ;
if he is rich, he i1s dishonest.

It he e can't get it ;
if he is prosperous everyone wants tc
do him a favour.

If he doean’t give to ¢
stingy if he ||m-~ it is for show.

If he 15 actively is a
hyvpocrite ; 1f he takes no interest 1n
r._'-ii\:_-\iml, he is a harvdencd sinner.

If he shows affection, he is a soft
specimen ; if he seems to care for no
one. he 1s cold-blooded.
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I[f he dies voung, there was a great

future ahead of him ; if he hves to an

old age. he has missed his mark.
.|"|!|' |||.'IlI 15 I'III'|.'_"-\, .il'.|1 Ml '_|'|‘.,'|_--1 1o
travel it.
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Arm in arm and close entwining,
See this oalewood stand umted.
t, one day, I rare goocd’ homour,

Music old to me recited.

On the North a pliant sapling
Hleralded 1he windy tusscl,

Then, the wind soon spreading further,
Trees are bending, branclhies rustle,

Mighty force of wind came hither,
Swelled in waves and onward 'l-:llnul*'i]

Whirling mid the topmost branches
Loud and strong the blast resounded,

Wind now hummed and Auted weirdly
In the crowns, and inter SPECCE,

And, between whiles, butt and taproot
Crashed and moaned in nether places,

Shrill in 2o0lo vonder siant
Often rocked his bole sonorons ;
Thumdering then ever louder,
Fallowed all the growve in chorus,

Like a shore with raging billows,
Riot was with brauty teeming,
Shimmenng pale was all the leafage,

Steady to the southward streaming.

Thus to inne his old old fiddle,

Greal old Pan somelimes engages,
Exercising every forest

In the tones of anc |-.:|*I ag

In ihe
Up and down nmwearied, Il:.-ll]‘.

In the seven -
Which contain all =ong completely,

seven Lones he swee s LT,

{ones so ancient

Listening there the fledgling poet,
Ancd the finches ledesed in feather.
Lurking in the dusky bushes
Drink the melody together,

must gerve his fime to every trade,
Crities all are ready made

A man
Save Censure.

Eyioit.
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