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HisSTORICAL

SITE AND ORIGIN,

SNRTGH.

The Mississippi river, between the states of Mississippi and Lonisiana, flowing at first southwanld, touches, on
its eastern side, at the eity of Vieksburg, a line of high, abrupt hills or blufls, the eastern boundary of its later
allnvial basin,  The direction of this bluf line is sonthwesterly; and the rviver, turned from its sonthward course
by it, flows in this new direction, occasionally impinging upon the abrapt barvier, as at Grand Gulf, Natehez, and
Fort Adams, and presently turns again, with the hinfts, more directly towand the sonth, striking their base and

swinging off’ from it, at Tunica, at Bayon Sara, and finally at Baton Rouge,

Just lu-}':)ml this |'|l'riI1T the blui-line swerves rapidly to a due east vard conrse, aml declines gr;ldlm[l}' until, in
the parish of St. Tammany, in Lonisiana, some 30 miles from the eastern bonmdary of the state, it sinks entively
down inte a broad tract of wet prairie and sea-marsh, the mainland const of varions inlets from the Guolf of Mexico.
It is the general belief that this line of elevated land, now some 30 to 90 miles doe north of the Loisiana coast,
was the pre-hiztorie shore-line of the Gulf.
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Close under the Mississippi blnfts, where they make their short tarn to the east, the bayou Manehae, onee the
Iberville river, and a chain of lakes—Maurepas, Pontchartrain, and Borgne—econnected by navigable passes and
rigolets, formerly (until the obstruction of bayon Manchac by the military forees of the United States in1514),
united the waters of Mississippi river with those of Mississippi sound.  Meanwhile the river itself, turning
less abruptly and taking a sontheasterly course, cuts oft’ between itsell” and these lakes a portion of its own-delta
formation. This fragment of half-made conntry, comprising something over 1,700 square miles of river shore,
swamp and marsh lands, was once widely kfiwwn as Orleans i=land.

In outline it is extremely irregular.  [ts most regular bonndary, that of the river bank, is very tortuons, while
its width varies, even in its older portions, (rom 57 miles across the parizhes of Plaquemines and St. Bernard, to less
than 5 miles from the viver at Euglish Tuen to the margin of lake Borgne.,  Another narcow region is seen between
the river amd lake Pontehartrain, where these two waters approach to within 6 miles of each other,

This oecurs at a point almost equally distant from the closed entrance of bayon Manchae, the upper end of
Orleans island, aml its lower end at the mouth of the Mississippi. In other words, it is 107 miles above the point
where the waters of the river finally meet the sea at the onter end of Eads’ jetties; in latitnde 292 56° 599 amd
longitnde 902 0F 097 west from Greenwich; distant 1,242 miles by river or 700 by rail from 5t. Louis; 1,760 by
sea or 1,377 by rail from New York; 4,500 from Liverpool and 4,500 from Havre. On this spot, in February of
the year 1715, was fonnded the city of New Orleans.

The colony of Lonisiana, established nineteen years before at Biloxi, some 55 miles to the east, on the shore of
ﬂliﬁﬁiﬁhippi sonnd, had not exeeeded at any time the nnmber of 2 few hondred H'I.J'IIIZ'E_: vet, from the first it had bheen
divided, into two factions, one bent on the discovery of gold and silver, the development of pearl fisheries, the
opening of a for trade, and a commeree with South America, and therefore in favor of a sea-copst establishment ; the
other advocating the importation of Prench agrienlturists and their settlement, in large numbers, on the allovial
banks of the Mississippi.

This wiser design, thongh faithfully nrged by its friends, was for years overruled under the commercial poliey
and monopoly of the merchant, Anthony Crozat; but when his large but nnremunerative privileges fell from lhis
hands into those of John Law, director-general of the famed Mississippi Company, Bienville, governor of the colony,
was permitted to found New Orleans, with a view to removing to the banks of the Mississippi the handful of Freneh
amd Canadians who were struggling against starvation in the irrational seavch after sadden wealth on the sterile
beaches of Mississippi sound and Massacre island.

The site, which Bienville had chosen a vear before, offered to a superficial glanee but feeble attractions.  The
land, highest at the river's edge, where it was but 10 feet above sea-level, sank back within the course of a mile to
a minimum of a few inches, It was ecovered, for the most part, with a noisome and alinost impenetrable eypress
swamp, amd was visibly sabject to frequent it not annual overflow.  One hundred miles and more lay between the
spot and the mouth of a river whose current, in the time of its floods, it was maintained no vessel conld overcome.

But the sagacity and Canadian pioneer craft of Bienville had seen its advantages. The bayous of St. John
and ﬁ:lln‘:lgﬂ, I]a‘l\"ig:lhlu by small sea-moing vessels to within o mile of the :\liﬁﬁiﬂﬁiplﬂ"ﬂ |I;‘|I'l|i=I Tl hl\' a short conrse
to the open waters of the lakes, and thus to the streams emptying into those lakes on their farther side, to the
countries pierced by these streams, and eastward throngh the same lakes to Mississippi sound and the Guli® of
Mexico. On the opposite side of the Mississippi another easy avenue to amd from the sea was presented by the
bayvon Barataria and the net-work of streams and bavs of which it forms a part, By the same waters the wide
conntries of the Atchafalaya, the Attakapas, and the Opelousas were also made aceessible; while northward the
Mississippi and its great valley stretehed beyond known limits.

Here, therefore, M. de Bienville decided to establish the post which later beeame his eapital, and placed a
detachment of twenty-five conviets and as many carpenters, who, with some royageurs from the linois, made a
clearing and erected a few seattered huts along the bank of the river,

POPULATION AND SOCIAL ORDEIL.

In the following year Bienville advocated the removal of the capital to Xew Orleans; bt while the matter was
under disenssion, the settlement suffered a total inundation, and the project was for a time abandoned.  However,
it continned to be a trading post of the Mississippi Company; in January, 1720, it was the final veturning point of
M. de la Harpe, after his arduons expedition up Ited rviver; in April was put under the military command of
M. de Noyan, and in December was again nrgently recommended by Bienville, in colonial couneil, as the proper
place for the seat of zovernment,  His wishes were still outvoted; but e sent his chief of engineers, Sienr Le
Blond de la Tour, a Knight of St. Louis, to the settlement, with orders *to choose a suitable site for a ecity worthy
to become the capital of Lonisiana®  Stakes were driven, lines drawn, streets marked off, town lots granted,
ditched, and palisaded, a rade levee thrown up along the river front, and the seattered settlers of the neighborhood
cathered into the form of o town,

In 1721, warchonses hiad already been ereeted, and Bienville, in certain governmental reznlations, reserved the
right to make his residence in the new eity. Finally, in June of the following year (1722), the royal commissioners
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HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. i

having at length given orders to transfer the seat of government, a gradoal removal of the company’s effeets and
troops from Biloxi to New Orleans was begun.  In Angust Bienville completed the transfer, by moving thither ihe
gnbernatorial headgunarters.  The place, in Jannary preceding these accessions, already contained 100 honszes and
S inhabitants.

The large proportion of o house to every three persons—if, indeed, the quartering of troops in barracks did not
make it still greater—points to the faet that most of these dwellings were not homes in that full significance which
includes the family relation. Though a chureh of some humble sort was not wanting, and a publie inspital had
been established, and thoungh the presenee of a few ships in the viver lent one charmeteristic of a sea-port, vet, in
the poverty of its appliances for domestic and for pablic comfort, in the wildness of the halfcleared ground, in the
frailuess of its palisade hots, and the rode shelters which took the name of publie buildings, and especially in the
undue preponderanee of adulis and males in the population, the place presented more the featnres of a hunting or
a mining camp than of a town,

Its instability had already been bronght painfully to view, On the morning of September 11, 1722, a storm
fell upon the land with such force that the chureh, the hospitals, and thirty dwellings were destroyed; crops were
prostrated, and the rice, in particular, was rendered worthless, 3

The next year, 1723, brooght no better fortune.  The * Mississippi ubble” reached that point in its well-
Lunown history, where it was beginning to reveal its embarrassments, and the colonists of Lonisiana fonnd themselves
participating in the widespread distress which those complications produced.

Resort, even in mintature, to the insane example set them in France, of an absord system of evedits, gave ils
logical results; the year 1724 brought, for the moment, a satisfustory relation between the suffering planting interest
and the company’s mereantile representatives in New Orleans: moreover, new indostrics—notably the raising of
indigo and its mannfaciure—were introduced ; debis were paid with paper, and the little city in embryo found
herself the metropoliz of an agricnltural provinee, the total population of whose far seattered plantations, missions,
and military posts, was appreaching 5,000 sonls, and giving promise of abundant commercial tribute, When the
secondary phase—financial collapse—followed, the colonists were extrieated from their mutual obligations by the
gross expedient of a scaling process, applied by roval edict and, four times repeated ; and under this treatment, as
under a conflagration, the year 1726 hronght in a sounder, thongh a shorn, prosperity.

Bat though the population of New Orleans was now approaching the number of 1600 inhabitants, the restraints
of sovial life continued to be few and weak, A few civil and military officials of high rank had bronght their wives
from Franee, and a few Canadians had Deonght theirs from Canada; bot these were rare exceptions, inappreciable
in the total population. The male portion of the people, composed principally of soldiers, trappers, miners,
galley-slaves, and redemptlioners bound for three yvears’ service, was hardly of the disposition spontancously to
assnme the responsibilities of citizenship, or to realize the necessity of publie order, while the still disproportionately
small number of females was almost entirely from the nnreformed and foreibly transported inmates of honses of
correction, with a few Choetaw squaws and African slave women. Gambling, dueling, and vicions idleness were
indulged in to sueh a degree as to give the authorities grave coneern,

But now the company, as required by its charter, addressed its efforts to the improvement of both the
architectural and the social features of its provincial eapital, and the years 1726 and 1727 are conspienons for these
endeavors. The importation of male vagabonds and eriminals had already ceased.  Stringent penalties were laid
upon gambling, and steps were taken for the promotion of education and religion.

Though the plan of the town comprised a parallelogram of some 4,000 feet river frout, by a depth of 1,500, and
was divided into regular squares of 300 feet front and depth, vet its appearance was disovderly and squalid. A few
board eabins of split cypress, thatehed with eypress bark, were seattered confusedly over the swampy ground,
surronnded and isolated from each other by willow brakes and reedy ponds and slonghs, bristhiog with dwarl
pralmetto and swarming with reptiles,

Midway of the river front two squares, one behind the other, had been reserved, the front one as a parade
groumid or Mlace & Armes (now Jackson square), the other for ecclesiastical nses.  The middle of this rear square had,
from the first, been oceupied by a ehurel, and is at present the site of St. Lonis Cathedral,

On the left of and adjoining this ehureh was now (1726) erected a eonvent for a company of Capuchin priesis,
and the spiritual care of that portion of the provinee between the months of the Mississippi and the Illinois,
assigned to them three years before, was given into their charge. A company of Ursuline nuns, commissioned to
open a school for girls and to attend the siclk in hospital, arvived the year tollowing from Franee, aml was given
temporary quarters in a house at the north corner of Bienville and Clhartres streets, while the fonndations of a large
and eommodious nunnery were laid for them in the square bonnded by the viver front, Chartres sireed, the Rue de
FArsenal (now Ursuolines), and the nonamed street below, afterward ealled Hospital street—the extreme lower limit
of the town as then settled. This building, eompleted in 1730, was ocenpied by the order for ninety-four years,
varated ll:n' them n 1824 fo remove to the Iarger and more retived convent on the river shore near tlhe Present lower
limits of the eity, where they remain at this day; the olider house becoming in 1831 the state-house, and in 1534, as
at present, the seat of the archbishop of Lonisiana. A soldiers’ hospital was it elose to the convent i the
souare nexi alove,
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The enlightened aid of the Jesuits was at the same time enlisted in behalf of male edneation and of agriculture,
O the 10th of April, 17246, Bienville grarted toa company of theze a tract of land to which mueh interest attaches,
inasmuel as it atterwand became the site of the main “American™ commercial quarter of New Ovleans, It {mmpriﬂ{z{i
an area of 20 arpents (3,600 feet) front, by 50 arpents (9,000 feet) depth, within straight lines, aud lay within
boundaries now indicated by Common, Tehoupitonlas, Annunciation, and Terpsichore strects, and the bayon St.
John; for at that fime this bayou extended far up into the bend of the river in a depression somewhat beyond the
present Hagan avenne, and not yet entirely extinet, parallel with the alinost south to north eonrse of the Mississippi,
as it flowed along the front of the deseribed grant. To this was added, January 22, 1728, another grant of 5 arpents
front by 5 deep, next above the first.  On the 3d of December, 1743, the fathers bonght a further tract of 7 arpents
freont adjoining the second, and thns eventually comprised within their title the whole of the present fivst district
B P licity o Common streets. The space between Common and Canal streets was veserved by the government
ag g terre commune” for fortifieations and a pablic road.  On this grant the Jesnits settled in 1727, A house and -
chapel were built for them, slaves were furnished for their projected fields, and valuable privileges were given them.
No edueational enterprise seems to ]m.H:r had their immediate attention, but a myrtle ovehard (myrtle wax being 2
eolonial staple) was planted on their river front, and mueh encoura gement was given to agriculture by the example
of theirindustry and enterprise. The orange, the fig, the sugar-cane, and probably the indigo plant, were introduced
by them into the colony.

It was not Bienville's privilege to effect these and ofher grateful changes in the aspect of the eity he had
fonmded.  The schemes of official rivals had procored his displacement, and in the preceding October he had been
recalled to France and the office of commandant-general filled by his suceessor, M. Périer.  The new governor wias
a lientenant in the Frepch navy, and a man of many exeellent qualifications for command, though deserving, far
more than the capiain-general who filled the same ehair fifty years later, the sonbriquet of “ernel”™, which only the
latter received,

Under M. Périer improvements progressed rapidly, thongh several whicl, in at least one excellent history of
the colony, bave been ennmerated as of this period, must be attributed to later dates. Ihainage, however, and
protection from flood, received immediate attention, A levee of 18 feet srown was thrown up along the water's
edge, exeeeding in length the entire {vont of the town, and was continued, on smaller proportions, 15 miles up, and
as many down, the river.  Bat no attempt at fortification was made antil three yvears after.  On a well-known
official map belonging to the archives of the department of the marine in Paris, the location of every building in
New Orleans is shown with nndonbted acenvaey, as the town presented itself to the eve in 1728, The apcient Place
"Armes, of the same rectangnlar fignre that, as Jackson square, it has to-day, but larger by the width of the
present sidewalk, is shown as an open plat of grass erossed by two diagonal paths, and oeceupying the exact middle
of the town fronf.  Bebind it stood the parish elinrel, built, like most of the publie buildings, of brick, on the site of
the present eathedral.  On the ehorel’s vight were o small guard-house and prisons, and on the left was the dwelling
of the Capuehins,  On the front of the square which flanked the Place 4’ Armes above, the government-house looked
out upon the river,  Its ground extended back throngh the square to Chartres street.  In the corresponding square,
on the lower side of the Place d Arvmes, at the corner of Ste. Aune amd Chartres, dingoually opposite the Capochins,
were the quarters of the government employés.  The grounds facing the Place ' Avmes, in St. Peter and Ste. Anne
streets, were still nnoceupiced, except by cord-wood and intrenching utensils, and a few pieces of parked artillery,
on the one side, amd a small house for issning rations, on the other. Just off’ the river front, in Toulonse street,
against the rear gronnds of the covernment house, were the smithies of the marine, wliile (:1rl'l'f':ijmlhli]lg'l}' ili=tant
on the other hand two long, narrow buildings, lining either side of the street named for the Due du Maine, and
reaching from the river front nearly to Chartres street, were the king's warehouses. The street later known as
Cr=nlines, was ealled the Street of the Arsenal. Onits upper corner, at the river, was the hospital, with its grounds
running along the upper side of the street to Chartres, while in the empty square next below, reserved for an
arsenal, Charlevoix, in his copy of the map made in 1741, has properly inserted the convent of the Ursulines.
The bacracks and the company’s forges were back in the sguare bounded by Royal, St. Lonis, Bowrbon, and Conti
streets.  In the extreme npper corner of the city, on the river front, at what in late years became the corner of
Custombonse and Decatur streets, were the Iumw and gromnds of the governor, and in fhe square immediately
bishiind them the humbler quarters transiently occupied by the Jesuits. At the north corner of Bienville and
Chartres was the temporary dwelling of the nuns. No resident had ventured to build beyond Danphin street,
thongh twenty-two empty squares were free to chioose among, nor had any one settled below the street of the
Arsenal or above that of Bienville, exeept Bienville himselt and the Jesait fathers,  Orleans street, entting the
little eity transversely in half behind the chureh, seemed o favorite quarter with 1']|1,lu||y.l'm:|u,u1h citizens, w lile all
along the river front, from Bienville to Arsenal street, and also in Chartres and Royal, rose the homes of the
official and commercial potentates of the colony—some small, low, and built of eypress wood; others of brick, or
half brick, half frame, broad and highs that is, of two or even two-and-a-half stories.  Above the Place " Armes,
between the river front and Chartres street, stood thoese of Delery, Dalby, St. Marcting, Dupny, Ros=zarwd, Ival,
Beaunlieu-Chauvin, 1D'Aunsseville, Pervigaut, Drens, Mandeville, Tisserand, Bonmamd, De Blaue, and Dasteld: Delow
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the square, YVillenr, Provenche, Ganvrit, Pellevin, IV Artagnette, Lazon, Baguet, and others; between Chartres and
Royal, e Blane, Flenrien, Brolé, Lafreniere, Carriere, Caron, Pascal, and others,

Such was the APPEATATICE and condition of New Orleans in 1728, as (ar as ITTHY I could he 1':{1101'[1:[1 to show them.
But the crowning benelit, in this period of innovation, was not to be indicated by charts.  In the winter of 1727-"25,
there arrived from France the inpitial consignment of reputable givls, allotted to the care of the Ursulines, to be
disposed of, under their diseretion, in marviage.  They were supplied by the king, on their depariure from France,
each with @ small chest of elothing, and—with similar importations in subzequent years—were long known in the
fraditions of their colonial :11‘.3!‘.?!:{1:[:!!#\,1:]{ the honorable distinction of the "”_,ﬁ”f.'x ot let cosgefte " —t e Firls with
trunks, the casket girls,

Thus, as the first decade in the history of New Orleans drew to a close, it became possible to sum up on her
aceount all the true, thongh ronghly outlined, features of o eonfirmed civilization: the chuarvel, the sehool, eonrts,
hospital, conneil hall, virtnons homes, a military arm, and a commerce which, though fettered by the monopoly-
rights of the Company of the Oceident, comprised in its exports rice, indigo, tobacco, timber, furs, wheat, and four,

INDIAN WARS.

Hardly had the salutary changes just noted been accomplished, when tronbles of the gravest sort threatened to
arize from the divection of the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians,  Governor Périer called a conneil of their village
chiefs in New Orleans, amd the chiefs responding, met and departed with protestations of friendship and loyalty,
which persnaded the governor to believe that he had effected a complete pacification.  Saddenly, in the winter of
1720130, New Orleans was thrown into exeitennent and consternation by the arrival of a soldier from Fort Rosalie
(Natehez), followed in o day or two by a few others, the only smevivors escaped to tell of the massacre by the
Natehez Indians of over 2000 men, and the taking prisoners of 92 women and 155 childven,  Swmaller settlements on
the Yazoo river and on Sicily izland, in the Washita, had shared a like fate,

The |'il_'l|' became at onee the base of Iltili‘[m'l'n.' ﬂj:u,'i':li_iullai,_ and the CTOVErnor seized the :'r||'[hl'|'illl'|it.'l.' for et some
improvements of a defensive chavacter. A broad moat was doug around the town, amd, by the ewd of a year, the
place was, for the fiest time, surronnded with a line of fortiications.  Meanwhile, every honse in New Orleans,
and on the neighboring plantations, was supplicd with arms and ammunition.  From the town s its surronnidings,
00 militia and as many regulars were gathered by the governor, and sent, nnder one of his captains, to the seat of
War,

The commmuity which remained bebind soon fonnd itsell called npon to bear many of the heaviest bordens
of war: terror of attack, days of anxious snspense, sndden alarms, false hopes, industrial stagnation, further militia
levies, the issue of eolonial paper with its natural resuli—a financial panie—the reception amd carve of homeless
refugees, and an abiding feeling of inseeurity, arising from the rvestiveness of the African slaves in amnd near the
town, where their number equaled or exeeeded that of the master race,

The presence of vagrant bands of professedly friendly Indians also became, said Governor Piévier, “a subjeet
of terror,” and, with a like fear of the blacks, led to the uhlj' acts of bloodshed of which New Orleans was tiwe
seene in this war. A band of negro slaves, the property of the Company, armed ad sent for the purpose by Pévier
himself, {ell upon a small party of Chouachas Indians, dwelling peaceably on the town's lower Dborder, and
offending in nothing but their proximity, amd indisecriminately massaered the entire village, Emboldened by this
show of their strength, these negroes conceived the plan of striking for their own frecdom, bat the plot was
discoversd, and its leaders executed,  Nevertheless, the nest year after, the ssme blacks, ineited by fogitive
slaves sent among them by the Chickasaws, secmed to have maturely ]1E:|1|l||-1| an insurrection, and fixed a night
for a general destroction of the whites. The nnguarded speech of an incensed negress, who had been strnek by a
soldier, again betrayed them, and eight men and the woman, ringleaders, were put to death, the latter on the
gallows, the men on the wheel,  The heads of the men were stuck upon posts at the upper and the lower ends
of the town front, and at the Tehoupitonlas settlement and at the king's plantation, on the opposite side of the
Mississippi.

It affords relief to turn from this record to one which disp’ays human nature in a kindlier aspect,  The 250D
women and c¢hildren taken by the Natehez, and retaken from them, were received by the people of New Orleans
with every demonstration of compassionate sympathy 3 they were at first lodged in the public hospital, but the
Ursalines, probably just moved into their 4_-u|u]:[{:u-ql convent, adopted the orphan givls among them; the boys found
asylnms in well-to-do families, and the whole number of refugees was absorbed into the resident |n||ﬂ!|:l1iul|, TTHTTR
of the widows again becoming wives, Thus this geferously accepted burden became a blessing,

By the year 17352, every able-bodied citizen of New Orleans had been ealled into serviee.  The war lasted three
vears, and resulted in the total dismemberment of the Natchez people, and the iveorporation of its small surviving
remunant into the Chickasaw nation. The period of comparative peace that fol owed, was gualified by the
depredations of the Chickazaws, or mather i:j.' ithe people that lad fonmnd harbor among them—ithe Natehe: and
Yazoo Indian refugees, =

In 1755, another change of administeation vestored Bienville to the head of affuivs, and the confidence and
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respect he had always inspired among the Indians may well have raised the hope that the colony and its capital
were soon to be extricated from their embarrassments. Buot no soch anticipation was realized. In 1735, the
Chickasaw aggressions still continuing, Bienville demanded the sarrender of the Natehez and Yazoo refugees, and
was refused.  Upon this he received instroetions from Franee to make war, and the early spring of 1736 found
New Orleans again in the excitement and confusion of marshaling a small avmy, which by and by, in thirty barges
and as many large canoes, embarked on the bayon St John for a war of extermination against the Chickasaws,
In the Iatter part of June of the same vear, Bienville, re-entering the hﬂj.‘nll St John, disembarked the remnant of
hiz forees, sick, wonnded, and dispivited, after a short, ill-",.,“lﬂl'.-lllll-‘i, and disastrous campaign.

In September, 1753, another foree, eonsisting of vegulars, militia, three companies of marines lately arvived
from Franee, and 1,600 Indians, left New Orleans for the Chickasaw country, this time taking their way up the
Mississippi. At a point on the viver, near the present site of the eity of Memphis, they were joined, according to
appointment, by levies from Canada and elsewhere, making a total foree of white, red, amd black men, nnmbering
upward of 3,600,

Six mounths passed, the spring of 1740 was at band, and onee more Bienville landed at New Orleans with a
sick and starving remnant of the force that had gone ont, and with no better result than a disereditable peace.
Later, perceiving by the tepor of the Freneh minister’s eommunications to him the severe disfuvor with which he
was regarded, he wrote to France in January, 1742, asking to be recalled.  This was done, and on the arvival of
the Marquis de Vandrenil as his sneeessor, he bade a last favewell to the city which he had fonnded, and to that
Lomisiana of which its people fondly called him “the father™.

To one who will observe elosely the effects of these wars upon the city of New Orleans, in the light of after
events, two main results will come prominently forwand, the one moral, the other eommereial.

As to the moral, it iz enongh here to note these two facts: one, that the first generation native to New Orleans
sprang up and grew among the harsh influences of a frontier struggle against savage aggression, and for the
maintenance of an arbiteary supremacy over two othes races; the other, that this struggle was carvied on under the
deeply eorrapted government of Lonis XV of Mrance. i

The commercial result was ene that marked an era in the history of the city, The Company of the Inmdies,
into which ihe Company of the Oceident, or Mississippi Company, had been absorbed, discouraged by the expense
and continuance of the Natchez war, and esteeming their privileges on the Guinea coast and in the Hast Indies
more worthy of their attention, had, in Jannary, 1731, tendered, and in April of the same year hal effected, the
surrender of its western charter to the French government. Thus New Orleans beecame, for the first time, frec
from private monopoly rights on its commerce,

In responze to the king's establishment, between Louisiaua and his subjects elsewhere, of a virtual free trade,
a fresh intercourse sprang up with the ports of Franee and of the West Indies, a moderate but valued immigration
set in from these islands and, despite the Chickasaw campaizns amd the emizsion of paper money, inereased from
vear to year, while at the close of these eampaizns business still forthier revived, and the town, as it never had done
before, began spontanconsly to develop from within ontward, by the enterprise of its own people,

THE FIRST CREOLES.

The term Creole is commonly applied in books to the native of a Spanish colony descended from Earopean
aneestors, while often the popular acceptation conveys the idea of an origin partly African. In fact, its meaning
varies in different times and regions, and in Louisiana alone has, and has had, its broad and its close, its earlier and
its later, signilicance.

For instanee, it did not here first belong to the descendants of Spanish, but of French settlers.  But such a
meaning implied a certain execllence of origing and so came early to include any native of French or Spanish
descent by either pavent, whose pure non-mixture with the slave race entitled him to social rank. Much later the
terim was adopted by, not conceded to, the natives of Enropean-African or Creole- African blood, and is still so nsed
among themselves, A€ length the spirit of commerce availel itself of the money value of so honored a title, and
broadened its meaning to take in any creature or thing, of variety or manufacture peculiar to Louisiana, that might
become an object of sale, as Creole ponies, ehickens, cows, shoes, eggs, wagons, baskets, cabbages, ete.

And yet the word has its limitations, The Creoles proper will not share their distinetion with the native
descendantz of those worthy Acadian exiles whn, in 1756, and I;lttl', found refuge in Lonisiana. These remain
“eadjiens” or “eajuns” in the thind person plural, thongh Creoles by courtesy in the secomd person singnlar; and
while there are French, Spanizsh, and even, for convenience, “colored ” Creoles, there are no English, Scoteh, Irish,
Western, or * Yanlkee™ Creoles, these all being included under the distinetive term **Amerieans™.

Neither the stthsciuent spanish nor the American domination has ;;ix':m the Creoles amy other than the Freneh
tongne as a vernacular, and in fine, there seems to be no more serviceable definition of the Creoles of Louisiana or
of New Orleans, ithan to say they are the French-speaking, native, ruling elass.

In noticing the origin and development of this people, it does not seem necessary to distinguish narrowly
between the upper and lower social ranks of the settlers from whom they sprang. Many lines of descent, it is
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true, were of snch beginnings as are everywhere and always regarded with eonventional disfavor, while a few only
sprang from progenitors of military rank and social station; yet, in view of the state of society among the French
of that day, the misconeeptions of civil and personal rights, and the gross oppressions laid upon one rank of society
by another, the children of those who held the weapons of tyranny bave probably as good reason (but no betier)
to look with satisfaction upon their origin, as bave those whose ancestors snffered the pains and ignoming of strokes
that might more justly have fallen on those who inflicted them.

The first forty-six years of the history of New Orleans, between the date of its founding and that of the cession
to Spain, divides into two nearly equal perimds,  The one, 17158 to 1740, includes the origin and stroggle for life
against negleet, famine, and savages; the other, 1740 to 1764, the lormation process of a native community which
the first had bot brought into existence.

The earlier of these two periods again easily divides into two equoal intervals of eleven years each,  That from
1718 to the sudden zhock of the Natchez ontbreak in 1729 was a term of impassive, embreyotic aceretion in the
various parts aud functions of the prajected town; while the period of Indian wars, beginning in December, 1729,
and ending in the peace made with the Chickasaws in 1740, introduced @ more active life, evolving as it progressed,
a liberation from the trammels of that company to which the city owes its ovigin, ad bringing in, as it drew to o
elose, the advance-guarid of a fresh and native-born generation, and the beginnings of those new sentiments which
the sneeeeding period was to carry to matarity.

The Natchez war and the company's commercial oppressions—if the statement of the officials who, in 1743,
assmmed direction of affairs is accepted—had redoced New Orleans almost to starvation.  While such a statement,
even il accurate, is not proof positive of a state of perinanent beggary, it does indicate a non-intereonrse with
sourees of supply and a suffocation of commerce.  The comparative feeedom offered to trade by the royal government
brought, as alveady noted, a gradnal improvement in affairs, which rose, after the close of the Chickasaw campaigns
in 1740, into positive commereial life and strength,

Thus private enterprise, the troe founndation of material prosperity, was already well established,  Indigo, rice,
and tobacco were moving in considerable quantities to Enrvope, and lnmber to the West Indies; an import trade,
expecially from 5t. Domingo, was active, and traflic with the Indians amd with the growing white population along
the immense length of the Mississippi amd its tributaries, was inereazing vear by year, when, on the 10th day of
May, 15743, the Marquis de Vaudrenil landed in New Orleans,

The appointment of the marguiz, member of a family of moch influence at conrt, to be governor of Louisiana,
inspired in the mimnds of the eolonists bright anticipations of sneh royal patronage and enterprise as woulil greatly
broaden the prospects of the colony, and, consequently, increase the importance of its eapital,

But if the advent of the *Grand Marquis” aronsed expectations of municipal adornment and aggrandizement,
those expectations were but feebly met.  There was an increase in the nnmber of the troops and a great enbancement
of military splendor. In 1731 every seconid man in the population was a soldier in dazzling uniform. But as to
material aid or improvement, the very moderate efforts of the government seem to have overreached the town aml
to have been directed to the epconragement, not to say taxation, of certain agricaltural induostries, such as the
production of tobacceo and myrtle wax, the introduction of sugar-cane, amd the granting, vearly, to soldiers chosen
for good conduct, of tracts of land, amd wives from the Casket girls, the last company of which arvived in 1751,
honorable sonree of many of the best Creole families of to-day.

Two exceptional public works were foreed npon the superior council, by the stress of events, during the
governorship of De Vawdrenil's sneceessor, Kerleres, a captain in the raval navy, to whom the marquis gave place
February 9, 1753, In the fall off 1755, France and England being at war, the Freneh garrison of Fort Dugquesne,
on the present site of Pittsburgl, evacuated it, and, taking boats, floated down the Ohio and Mississippi to New
Orleans. The bareacks flanking the Place " Armes conld not accommaodate 50 many additional occupants, and
Governor Kerleres at onee began to build another in the lower part of the eity front, at s point afterward indicated
by the vame Barracks street.  Two vears later the foctifieations about the town, which appear to have fallen into
complete dilapidation, were renewed ; o line of palismles passed from the viver bank below entirely aronnd to the
river bank above, with salients at the corners, “a banguette within and a very trifling diteh withont.” The expected
British foe, however, never came to the attack,

Bevond these measurves the eity wasz still left to its own spontancous motion, Drainage, sanitation, fire
protection, each a long-felt and urgent need, received no official attention; police regulations, little beyond the strict
surveillance of the negro-slave element; and the public credit, alone, a detrimental overshare in further inondations
of paper money, .

Yet despite these and other drawbacks, the presence of pivates in the Guolf of Mexico, and of English privatecrs
sometimes at the very mouth of the Mississippi, the disaffection and insolent encroachments of Indian allies,
adverse scasons (one winter, 1745, being so cold as to destroy all the orange trees) and a desperate degree of
corruption in -the government, there was in New Ovleans, noiwithstanding, a certain amonnt of material growth and
progress havdly to be looked for in the presence of soeh embarrassments and distractions,  DBetween the antumn
of 1749 and 1752, “forty-five brick houses were erected ™, :

The period was also, as on a more extenzive scale in France, one of transmutation, The children of the first



12 ' SOCIAL STATISTICS OF CITIES.

gettlers, coming more and more to the front, were taking their pavents’ places, and with the ductility characteristic
of the Latin race, had adapied themselves to the novel mold of their immediate surronndings.  Their fathers and
mothers were passing away, or retiving into the inactivity of advanced life, and the new active element of New
Orleans and its adjacent delta conntry, was now that new vaviety of French-speaking, but wot French, people,
which is made the sulject of the present chapter.

It= variation from the trans-atlantie oviginal was moch the difference between Franee itself and the Louiziana
deltn. A soil of unlimited ferctility, instead of being an indoneement to industey, became, throngh the institution
of slavery, merely a perpetual assurance of plenty, and, with a lnxurions amwd enervating climate, debased even the
Gallic love of pleasare to an unambitions apathy and an unrestrained zensoality.  The conrteons manners of France
were largely retained; bhut the habit of rmntlullltlirlg‘ a dull and :-lfgimrt. slave class, over which the laws of the {:{lluﬂ}'
gave every white man full powers of police, induced a eertain fierce imperionsness of will and temper; while that
proud love of (reedom, s0 pervasive thronghont the American wilderness, roze at times to an attitnde of arrogant
superiority over all constraint, and became the oceasion of harsh comment in reports sent to France by the officers
of the king.

To such a people, unrestrained, prond, intrepid, self-reliant, rudely voluptuons, of a highly intellectoal order,
vet uneducated, unreasoning, impulsive, and faflammable, the royal governors introduced the frivolities and
corruptions of the Bonrbon camp and palaces.

The Marquis and Marehioness de Vamdrenil held their eolonial conrt with mueh pomp and dissipation, and it
seems fair to impute to their example much of the love of display which, during the twelve years of the “Grand
Marqnis'” sojourn in Lonisiana, began to be developed among the citizens of itz humble metropolis.

I the early part of this period of twenty-fonr yvears, between 1740 and 1764, New Orleans, it=elf, contained a
comparatively trivial proportion of slaves, In 1744, for example, the censns shows but 300 adults of this class,
in a total population which, with S00 adualt males, *almost all marrvied,” conld hardly have been less tlan 3,000,

it these 300 slaves were the servants of that better elazs of society in which controlling popular sentiments
originate, and whose intellectual and moral likeness becomes the conventional pattern.  The number of slaves,
moreover, rapidly increased, while that of the whites, many, it is likely, being the grantees of lands in the interior,
dinrinished; 2o that the next census, dating even after the elose of this period, shows no preceptible inereaze in
total population, yvet gives a proportion of two slaves to every three whites; indieating the general exchange from
free white to black slave domestic service and mannal labor in New Orleans.

The dwellings of the leading elass, built at ficst priocipally on the immediate front of the town or the first street
beliind, seem, later, to have deawn back a square or two,  They also spread along toward, aml ont throngh, a gate in
the palisade wall near its north corner. A road, now one of the stregts of the ity and still known as Bayou road,
issued from this gate and continwed its northward conrse to the village and bayou of St John,  Along this suburban
way, suwrronnded by broawd grounds deeply shaded by live-oaks, magnoiias, amd other evergreen forest trees, amd
often having behind them plantations of indigo or myrtle, rose the broad, red-roofed, but severely plain and simple
frame dwellings of the opulent elass, commonly of one or one and a half story height, bot gencrally raised on
pillars often 15 fect from the groumd, and sorrounded by wide verandas.,

I the lofty Lhalls aml spacions deawing-rooms of these homes, frequently in the heart of the town, in honses
of alimost squalid exterior, their low, single story, wooden or brick walls rising from a gronmd but partially deained
even of its storm waber, infested with reptile life, and in frequent danger of inundation, was beginning to be seen
a .\tjﬂﬂuiur of dress amd personal adornment, hardly in harmony with the rode :-a'lrn]:llil'it}' of apartments amd
forniture, and seavecly to be expeeted in a town of nupaved, anlighted, and often impassable streets, surronnded
by swamps sl morasses, on one of the wildest of American frontiers.

To the bad example of ostentations living, the whole namber of colonial officials, with possibly an exception
lere or there, added {hat of corruption in office.  The governors, the royal commizsaries, post-commandants, the
Marchioness de Vawdrenil conspicnously, and many others of less pretension, stood boldly acensing and acensed of
the grossest amd the pettiest frands; the retention and sale of merchandise destined for friendly Indians and of
breadstuifs imported for the king's troops; the traffic of all manner of government favors; the distribution of
cadets” commissions to infants and yonng childven, and the entey of their names on the commizsaviat roils; officers
trading, making =laves of their soldiers, and leading idle, dissolate lives,

Dronbitless, where all were reciprocally accusers, the degree of corruption was exagoerated ; yvet the testimony
is oflicial, abundant, corrobovative, and verified in the rainous expenses which Later deove Franee to abandon the
maintenanee amd sovercignty of the colony she had misgoverned for sixty-three years.

In the meantime the effect of such widespread official venality on the people was most lamentable.  Public
morals wers debased, wlleness and i!ttut|||||'|':u'|:-.[- Iecame general, speculation in the l|1.~|r|1_'1"'l:!h~[1 paper clirreney
which tlooded the colony became the principal puresuit, and insolveney the common condition.

The couse of religion aml education made little or no headway.  Rival ecelesiastieal orders quarreled for
spivitual doeminion,  One small chapel, connected with the public hospital, appears to have been the only hoase of
worship founded during the entive period, and finds mention only in connection with the *war of the Jesnits and
Capnehins”.  This strife continned for vems, characterized by “acvimonions writings, sqnibs, |l:lﬁt‘|llitl:-11'|f.;51 and
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HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. L5

satirical songs”, the women in particular taking sides with lively zeal,  Buot o July, 1363, the Capuehins were left
masters of the ficld. Argeeably to a decree of the French parliament of the year previons, ovdering the expalsion
of the Jesuits from the dominions of France, their plantation adjoining the city was eonfiscated by the soperior
council. It was sold for a sum equivalent to S180,000, in the latter part of the sane year.

The Jesuit fathers, wherever the fault may lie, secm to have pot the people of New Orleans, whose male voutl
they i engaged to edueate, very little in their debt, and from the time of their exile this important worl was
not again regarded as o public interest, until after Louisiana had become an American state,

Thus have been enumerated the origing surronnding influences, and resalting character and life of the early
Creoles of New Orleans.  The few events remaining to complete the record of this formative period are of special
value, az explaining the sad episode which followed their change of royval masters.

On the 16th of February, 1763, a treaty of peace between England, Spain, amd France was signed at Paris.

iy this treaty the Preneh king ceded to Great Britain ©all that he possessed, or had a right to possess, on the left

{east) side of the Mississippi”, from its source in lake Itasea, by a line through the middle of the stream, to the
month of Iberville river (bayon Manchae), and o eastward 1o the sea throngh the middle of that line of water alveady
indieated as separating Orleans island from the country novth of it,  “The town of New Ovleans and the island on
which it stands,” therefore, vemained to France amd fo the still immense French provioee of Lonisiana.  The
navigation of the Missizszippi, “ineluding ingress and esress at its mouth,” was made absolutely free to the subjects
of both empires alike.

The laws =overning the Freneh eolonies forbade trude with Britizsh vessels; vet the wanis of the colonizsis and
the mutoal advantages offering, soon gave rise to a lively commeree at o point just above the Jesuits’ plantation,
afterward the rviver front of the city of Lafayette, aml now the fourth district of New Orleans.  Here nnmerons
trading vessels, sailing ander the British flag, ascending the viver amd passing the city on the pretext of visiting
the new British ports of Mapchae and Baton Bonge, landed and earvied on theiv interlope commeree with the
merclhants from the neighiboring city,  The corrapt anthorities made no attempt to suppress a teatlic so advantazeons
in its pecuniary bearings to the conmmuunity, thongh most unfortunate, in aceustoming the highest classes ani
leading mindz of the gity to justify and practice the getting of honest rights by disingennons and dishonest conrses,
and donbly unfortunate in its stimolation of the slave trade. A large bosiness was done at this so-called = Little
Manchac™ in Guinea negroes, whom the colonists bonght of the British, oceasioning an inerease in the agricaltural
laboring foree of the snrrounding conntry, and the sndden enriching of many of the community.

Meanwhile the English were taking possession of their newly acquired tervitory.  In Febroary, 1764, a Major
Loftus, with 400 British troops, came from Mobile to New Orleans, amd embarked np the river in ten barges and
two canoes for the new British possessions in the Hineds tervitory,  On attempting to land he was fired opon by
Indians in ambush, and was finally eompelled to return ; whereupon he bitterly, and probably nnjustly, charged the
French colonists with haviog treacheronsly instigated the attack. Thus, even extraneons circumstanees seemed
unhappily tending to ereate an exeited Erll'l'llir ﬁ'uI'LIl;_','., at a time when events were illllll'udi]lp{ that called tor the
most dispazsionate consideration. It might be added, that aloat this time began that assertion of rights and train
of events in the thirteen British colonies on the Atlantic coast, which, a few yvears later, precipitated the American
Revolation.

Even before the treaty of Paris, Kerleree had received orders to retorn to Franee and render acconnt of his
condoet in office.  In Mareh, 1763, the month after the treaty, the king, ander the very planzible pretext of
retrenchment, ordered the disbanding of all but 300 of his colonial troops,  On the 29th of Jooe AL d"Abbadie lnded
in New Orleans, commissioned to sueeeed the governor, under the semi-commereial fitle of director-general, and
Kerlervee a little later sailed for Franee, where he was east into the Bastile, and “ died of griet shortly after his release™,
The colony was mueh agitated by the many obscrvable symptoms of some unrevealed design to make a change
in their condition, amd by and by rumor of what had been secretly travsacted ecame to take the most repellant
shape,  Yet M. ’Abbadie himself remained as aninformed as the people, and it was only in October, 1761, twenty-
three months after the signing of the secret act at Fontaineblean, that the oflicial anponneement reached New
Orleans of her cession, with that of Orleaus islamd and all Louisiana west of the Mississippi, to the king of Spain.

THE INSURRECTION O 1765,
“As I owas finizhing this letter,” wrote the director-general, M, ’Abbadie, on the Tth of Joane, 1764, “the
merchants of New Orleans presented me with a petition, a copy of which [ have the honor to forward., Yon will
find in it those eharneteristie features of sedition and insubordination of which T complain.”

The objeet of this petition was to point ont a condition of aftairs which must have appeared to the New Orleans
merchants intolerable, as, in the light of the town’s commereial prosress, it seems ineredible, notil it is remembered
through what a débris of public finances the commerce of o city or conniry may sometimes make a certain progress,

This despized voice bore, nnrecognized by the arbitrary steward who so harshly denounced it to his king's
minister, a donble prophetie value.  There was soon to arise, between the material interests of New Crleans and the
heartless oppressions of two corrnpt governments, a strugele ending, for her eitizens, in ignominy and disaster:
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while in the years yet beyond there was a time to come when ecommeree, not arms, was to rule the destinies, not of
a French or Spanish military ontpost, but of the great sonthern seaport of a nation yet to he,

Nothing but the extreme disrelish for such an event conld have blinded the people to the fact that the cession
wis gennine.  The king's letter made distinet statement of the fact; the official instructions to M. d"Abbadie, as to
the manner of evacuating aml surrendering the province, were full and precise; they were, moreover, accompanied
by copies of the treaty of cession and the Spanish king's letter of acceptance, and they were ordered o be spread
upon the minutes of the superior council at New Urleans, in order that the full text might be publicly and
universally accessible,

But to the brave amnd inflionmalde Creoles, upon whose character no influence in early life had impressed the
liabit of calm reasoning, fets were of less value than feelings.  Nor ean they lightly be criticized for the distemper
into which they were thrown, The grievances done their sentiments—of nationality, of justice, even of manhood—
need no enwmeration; while in their pecuniary interests, unless the transfer was a momentary expedient and o
political rose, the commercial revalsion which it threatened, was likely to leave them no better than bankrapt,

When there was no longer any gronnd for donbt, a hope was still fostered that a prayer to their king might
avert the delayed eonsnmmation of the treaty.  Early in 1765, therefore, a large meeting was held, of planters from
all the nearver parts of the provinee, and of almost all notable persons in New Orleans, including some of the
members of the superior conneil and other officials,  Jean Milhet, the wealthiest merchant in the town, and one of
those who had signed the address of the previous June, was sent to Franee with a petition that the king would
arrange with Spain a nullification of the late act. A people muoch more acenstomed than the Creoles to the
disappointment of their wishes, might have hoped that a request so consistent with natural rights would not be
lightly denied.

Milliet met in Paris Bienville, then in his eighty-sixth yvear, and in company with him songht the royal andience.
This the minister, the Due de Choisenl—in fortherance of whose policy the trapsfer had been made—adroitly
prevented them from obtaining, and their mission was courteously but early bronght to nanght.

it o hope that never hiad real foundations could not be nndermined, and the Creoles, thongh in 1766 they
received tidings from Milhet anpouncing the failure of his undertaking, fed their delusion upon the continmed
non-arrvival of any oflicer from Spain to take possession of the provinee, and upon the continuned stay of Milhet in
France, :

It would be strange, too, if this error was not further promwoted by the contrast between these delays and the
prompiuess with which the Britizh government was taking possession of that part of Louisiana and the Floridas
which had fallen to it by the treaty of Parvis. Por the acting governor, Aubry—>M. A'Abbadie having died on the
dth of February, 1765—was not a little concerned at the perpetual passage through the harbor of Xew Orleans of

_Englizh ships of war and troops, while withont ships, ammunition, or money, amnd only a few soldiers, whose term
of enlistment was out, e was compelled to await the slow motions of Hl!l:ll]"rl in receiving a gilt which she did not
covel, amd which had been given to her only for fear it might otherwize fall into the hands of Great Britain.

However, in the snmmer of this year a romor came to the colonists that Spain had moved a step forward, and
not long afterward the superior conneil received from Iavana a letterof the 10th of July, addressed to them by Don
Antonio de Ulloa, a commodore in the Spanish navy, a seientific scholar, an anthor of renown, and at the date of
this letter the royvally commissioned Spanish governor of Lonisiana.  The letter announced his expectation soon fo
arvive in New Orleans in his official eapacity.

And yet this event east another delusive shadow upon the public mind, and was interpreted as a diplomatic
manauver, when month after month passed by, the yvear closed, January and February, 1766, came and went, and
the new governor had not made his appearance. At length, after nearly eight months of suspense, on the 5th of
March, 1766, he landed in New Orleans. He was accompanied by but two companies of Spanish infantry, his
government having aceepted the assurance of France that no necessity would be found for move than this foree.

The new governor was received with a eold and hanghty bearing, which was silent only for a moment before
it became aggressive. On the very day of his arrival his notice was called, by Fooncanlt, the French intendant
comniszary, to the 7,000,000 livees of paper money lefl in the colony by the French government, and at that time
depreciated to one-fourth its face value.  This vital question was promptly and kindly answered: he would recognize
it as the circulating medinm at its market value, until instructed from Spain as to its retirement.  But the people
instantly and elamorously took stand for its redemption at par.

A few days after TUlloa’s arrival he was waited on by the merchants, with o memorial comprised of a series of
formal questions tonching their commereial interests, his answers to which they professed to await in order to know
how to order their future actions,  An address of so startling a tone conld only seem to a Spanish official, what
Ulloa termed it in a dispateh to his government, imperions, insolent, and menacing,

The first act of the superior conneil was gquite as hostile and injudicions. It consisted in requesting the governor
to exhibit his commission.  He replied that he wonld not take possession of the colony until the arvival of additional
Spanizh troops, which he was expecting; that at any rate the superior couneil was a subordinate civil body, and
that his dealings would be with Governor Aubry.

Thus the populace, the merchants, and the civil government, whiely, it will be seen, later inclunded the judiciary,
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ranged themselves at onee in Lostile attitude before the untried government, sent them by the King who had
nnwillingly accepted them as subjects.  The military was not long in committing the same ervor. The three or fonr
companies left in Louisiana, under the command of Aubry, refused point blank to pass, as the French government
Lad promised they should, inte the Spanish service,  In short, Governor Aubry, almost alone, recognized the
eession and Ulloa’s powers.

Tnder these cirenmstances Ulloa thonght it best to postpone publishing the commission he had shown only to
Aubry, or taking formal possession of the conntry.  Yet he virtnally assmmed control of affairs, employing his lew
Spanish soldiers to build and garrison new forts at important peints in varions quarters of the provinee, and, in
eoiperation with Aubry, endeavored to maintain a coneiliatory poliey, pending the arrival of troops; a policy of
doubtful wisdom in 11L.111||g with a people who, but partly conscions of their rights, were smarting ander a lively
knowledge of their wrongs, and whose impatient and intractable temper conld brook any other sort of treatment
with better dignity and less resentment, than that sort which trifled with their feelings.

Much ill-will began now to be openly expressed against the really mild and liberal Ulloa.  Aun arrangement by
which the French troops remained in serviee, drawing Spanish pay, while continning nnder French colors and the
command amd orders of Anbry, was ficreely denouneed by those who had hoped to see the Spanish anthority tall
into complete contempt.

It seems (o have been persistently foreed npon L‘t]mn-: recognition, that behind and under all the frivolous
eriticizms and imperions demamds of the New Orvleans people, the troe object of their most anxions dread amd
aversion, was the iron tyraunies amd extortions of Spanish colonial reverline laws. And for this feeling,
notwithstanding the offensive memorial by which it was first wade known to him, he appears to have had a kind
consideration. As early as the Gth of May, only two months after his arrival, he began a series of commercial
eoncessions, looking to the preservation of that trade with France and the Fremch West Indies which the colonisis
had believed themselves doomed to lose. Yet neither did these escape the resentment and remonstrance of the
citizens, and it clearly shows how supreme the mereautile interest was in this whole movement, that the proposal
of Ulloa to fix a schedule of reasonable prices on all imported goods, through the appraise lm'llt of a board of
disinterested citizens, was the suhject of such grievous complaint, even by the mass of consumers whom it was
expected to benefit, that the nnjost and oppressive, though well-meant, ovdinance was verbally revoled,

Cuite as active, and not less prevalent, was the infloence of IIun.(- office-holders in the superior council and
other civil positions, whom the establishment of a Spanigsh colonial government might be expected to displace,
and it was greatly throngh the mischicvous diligence of these that every incident or mistake, however harmless
or trivial, became the subject of vindictive fanlt-finding against the now incenszed and threatening Spaniard,
and that even *“his manner of living, his tastes, his habits, his conversation, the most trivial oecorrences in his
honsgehold ™, were constrned ofensively, The return of Jean Milhet from Franee in December, 1767, with final
word of ill-snceess, only further inereased the hostility of the people.

However, the year passed away and nine months of 1763 followed, Ulloa and Aunbry, as between themselves,
conducted affuirs with almost unbroken harmony, notwithstanding Aubry’s poor opinion of the Spanish governor's
administrative abilities; and although their repeated innovatious in matters of commerce and police, now anid
then prodoced paintul sarprises in the community, vet they were meeting a degree of suceess which led Auabey to
assert, in one of his dispatehes to Franee, and no donbt to believe, that they were # gradoally molding Frenehmen
to Spanish domination”.  The Spanish flag had been guietly hoisted over four new military posis, withont removing
the French ensign from over the older establishments, and the eolony was apparently living peacefully under both
standards.

But under this superficial disgnise, the true condition of the public mind was such az may be inferved from
Aubry’s own account of the distressing embarrassments that beset the colony: the fate of the 7,000,000 livres of
French paper money still remained in donbt; the debts of the colony, assumed by the Spanish government, were
unpaid; there were a shrinkage of values amounting to 66 per eeut., a specie famine and widespread insolvency, a
continued apprehension of disaster to follow the establishment of Spanish power, a governor showing himself daily
more and more unable to seenre the affections and confidenee of the people, and finally, the rumor of a royal deeree
suppressing the town's commerce with France and the West Tndies.

Now it was that a deficiency in habits of mature thought and self-control, and in that study of veciprocal
jnstice and natoral righits, which becomes men who would maintain their gronmd against oppression, became to the
people of New Orleans and Louisiana a calamity.  With these qualities in them and in their leaders, the insnrrection
of 1765 might have been a revolution for the overthrow of tyranny, both Freneh amd Spanish, and the establishment
and maintenanees of that right to self-=overnment which belongs to any ovpressed people.  Buat the valorons,
unreflecting Creoles, thongh imbued with o eertain spirit of freedom, discernsd but faintly the profound principles
of right which it becomes the duty of revolutionists to assert and to strogele for; they rose merely in passionate
revolt against a confused gronp of real and faneied grievances, songht to be ungoverned rather than selfgoverned,
and, following the lead of o few uneasy office.hiolders, became a warning in their many-sided shortsightedness, and
an Lh:ll]l]lh! ouly in their andacions courage.

It was on the 25th of October, 1763, that a seeret conspiracy, long and earveinlly planned, amd in which were
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engaged some of the first officers of the colonial government, and some of the leading merchants of New Orleans,
revealed itself in open hostilities,  Lafréniére, the attorney-general, was at its head; Fooeault, the intendant
COMMISEAry, Was an active spirit; and Jean and Jozeph Milliet, brothers, Pierve Caresse, Joseph Petit and Pierre
Poupet, prominent merchants, Noyan amd Bienville, nephews of the eity’s fonnder, Jerome Doneet, a distingnished
lawyer, Pierre Marguis, o captain of Swiss troops, and Balthasar de Masan, Hardy de Boisblane and Joseph
Villeré, planters and public men, were leaders in the plot amd in its execntion,

These men lad taken eare to create the belief, in the settlement some twenty miles above New Orleans on the
_\,“H‘.ij,;ﬁjl.],i river, called the German coast, that eertain -HE'r:LHiHII f:lfrl'l;_',.'lt'iutlri_. some time doe the farmers there,
would not be paid.  On the date mentioned, an agent, intrusted with funds for the pavment of these oblizations,
was arrested by a body of eitizens nnder the orders of Villerd, and deprived of the money,

On the 27th Foncault ealled s meeting of the superioe couneil for the 25th.  “During the night,” savs the
prineipal historian of this episode, “the guns which were at the Tehoupitoulas gate™ (that of the upper river-side
corner) * were spiked, and the next morning, on the 23th, the Acadians, headed by Noyan, and the Germans by Villepds,
entered the town, armed with fowling-pieces, with muoskets, and all sorts of weapons”  Other gates were foreed,
other companies entered, stores and dwellings were closed, heavy bodies of insurgents paraded the strects, and, io
the words of Aubry, “all was in a state of combustion” A mass meeting was harangned by Laliréniére, Doncet,
and the brothers Millet, and o petition sigoned by GO men was sent to the superior conneil, then in session, asking
the official action which the members of that |!ru||}' WOTE i'i*:i:];_'l.' anil 1.'.':1]'1illg_{ to take. With the |L'.‘T|1 of .'ulhr:..', wlose
whole foree pumbered only LI men, Ulloa retired with his family on board the Spanish frigate lying in the river.
The comnetl met again on the 20th, amd against the warnings and reproaches of Aubrey, adopted, as petitioned by
the meeting of the day before, a report enjoining Ulloa to “leave the eslony in the frigate in which he came,
withont delay™

Aubwy, requested by the leaders of the eonspivacy to resnme the government, reproached them with rebellion,
amd predicted their disastrous eml.  Ulloa, the wisest and Kindest well-wisher of Lonisiana that had held the
gubernatorial commission sinee Bienviibe, sailed om the Slst ui'“uluhrl‘, not in the Spanish frigate, which was
detained for repairs, bat in a French vessel, endoring at the last moment the songs and jeers of a throng of night
roysterers, and the menacing presence of sergeants and bailifts of the conneil.

The eolonists, as well as Aubry, Ulloa, anil Foucault, now hurried forward their messengers, with their varions
declarations, to the conrts of Prance amd Spain. That of Aubry, and that of Ulloa, from Havama, may be passed
without comment; that of Fooncanlt, with the remark that it was characterized by the shameless double-dealing,
which leaves to the intendant commissary alone, of all the participants in those events, a purely infamons memory.

The memorial of the colonists, with itz various accompanying depositions, compels 3 moment’s attention,
In the midst of a most absard confusion of trath amd misstatement, of admiz=ions Gatal to their |'|]:*a'l1’l]lllj;#, arrogant
announcement of wnapplied priociples, and enumeration of those real wrongs for which Franee aml Spain, bot not
UNoa, were to blame, the banished governor was accnsed on such charges as having a ehapel in his own house,
absenting himself from the Freneh chnrehes, fencing in a foucth of the publie commons to pastore his private horses,
sending to Havana for a wet nurse, ordering the abandonment of a brick yard near the city on aceount of its pools
of putrid water, removing leprons ehildren from the town to the inhospitable settlement at the mouth of the river,
forbidding the public whipping of slaves in town, and thereby 4'u1r||n:-]1il'tg masters to o six wiles to get their slaves
whippeil, landing at New Orleans daring a thonder and rain storm and ander other ill omens, claiming to be King
of the colony, offending the people with evidences of “sordid avarice”, and (as the text has it) “many others
equally just and terrible™,

The most unfortunate characeteristic of the mwemorial, however, was the fulsome adulations loaded npon the
nnworthy king wlho had betrayed it= authors,  The chiefs of the ingurrection had at first entertained the bold idea of
declaring the independence of the colony, and establishing a vepnblic. To this end two of their number, Noyan
and Bienville, about three mouths before the ontbrealk, hal gone seeretly to Governor Elliot, at Pensacola, to treat
for the aid of British troops.  In this they failed; amd though theiv lofty resolution, which might, by wiser leaders,
have been communicated to the popular will, was not at onee abandoned, it was hidden and finally smothered
nniler a disingennons pretense of the most aneient and =ervile II':I“"‘..’ to the Ii'ltlg anil  Fovernment, whose
incapacity amid perfidy were the prime canse of all their troubles: “Great king, the best of kings, father anid
protector of your subjects, deign, sire, to receive into vour royval and paternal Losom the children who have no
other desire than to die your subjects,” ete,

Such was the address which Lesassier, St. Lette, and Milhet, the three delegates representing the snperior
couneil, the planters, and the merchants, carvied to France. The aged Bienville had at length gone to his final
rest, and they were compelled to make theiv appearance before the Due de Choisenl unsupported. St Lette, a
former intimate of the duke, was cordially received; but the deputation, as such, was met with frowns, and heard
ouly the ominous intelligence that the king of Spain, alveady informed, had taken all the steps necessary to a
Permaient ll["{':l'l]_]iﬂ_jl.:l'tl. With these tidings Milhet and Lesassier returned, having effiect il ]IuTl]i]ig{ save the i-‘i:*-lliIlg
of am orider for the refunding of the colonial debt, at three-fifths of its nominal value, in 5 per cent. bonids.



HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. 17

In a letter of the 21st of March, 1769, Foncault cautionsly and eovertly deserted his associate conspirators, and
denounced them to the French eabinet.

On the 200k of April the Spanish frigate sailed from New Orleans, first setting the three Spanish officers,
Loyola, Gayarre, amd Navarro, ashore in the town, where they remained nnmolested.,

At length the project of forming a republic was revived and given definite shape and advocacy., But the
moment of opportunity hiad passed, and news of the approach of an overwhelming Spanish military aml naval fores
paralyzed the spivit of the people.

Thus lias been shown, in ontline, the snlient eanses and events of this bold but misguided nprising against the
imjnstice and oppression of two royal powers at once, by “the ficst European eolony (in America) that entertained
the idea of proclaiming her independence™.  Its resalts may be still more earsorily stated,

On the 15th of Aungast, 1769, Don Alexandro (YReilly, accompanied by 3,600 chosen Spanizh troops—a force
nearly one-half larger than the total number of able-bodied white men in the provinee—amd with fifty pieces of
artillery, landed, with nnprecedented pomp, at the Place 4’ Armes, from a fleet of twenty-four vessels,

On the 21st, twelve of the principal movers in the insurrection were arrested. Two days later Foucault was
also made a prisoner. One other, Brawd, the printer of the seditions docmments, was apprehended, and a
proclamation annonnced that no other arvests wonld be made.  Toncanlt was taken to Franee, tried by his own
government, amnd thrown into the Bastile. DBrawd was set at liberty.,  Villerd died on the day of his arrest.
Lafrénitre, Noyan, Caresse, Marguis, and Joseph Milhet, were shot, and the remaining six were sentenced to the
Morvo eastle, Havana, where they remained o year, and were then set at liberty.  The declaration of the superior
council was burned on the Place (* Armes,

Omn the 25th of November the official machinery of a new colpnial and municipal government replaced the old,
amd by the year 1770 the anthority and laws of Spain were everywhere operating in full foree.  Aunbry refused a
high commission in the Spanish army, departed for France, and, after having entered the river Garonne, was
shipwrecked amd lost.

THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL AND THE CABILIMO.

The saperior eouncil, the administrative body which, in the stroggle of 1763, was the bold advocate and
champion of those commercial interests whose preservation was the main motive of the uprising, owed its origin to
Lonis XV,

In 1712 this monareh had granted to Anthony Crozat his monopoly of the colony’s commerce, It had been
given in contemplation and consideration of Crozat’s intention and pledge to settle the conntry with Eoropeans,
amd there being as vet no officer of justice in the infant colony, it was decmed most convenient to establish, on a
sort of probationary tennre of three years, commeneing in 1713, a saperior council.  Jurisdietion was given it in all
eases, civil amd eriminal. 1L was composed of bat two persons at first, the governor and the commissary ordonnatenr,
or of three, connting its elerk.  The system of laws which thiz body was to administer, was the ancient “cnstom of

maris”, with the laws, edicts, amd ovdinanees of the Kingdom of Pranee; it being one of the terms of Crozat’s charter
that the colony shonld be so roverned.

In the month of September, 1716, the provisional three years being about to expire, a perpetual roval edict
re-established the conncil on a permanent footing, Itz dignity was raised in aecordanee with the increasing
importance of the colony, amd its organization was enlarged to comprise the governor-general of New France, the
intendant of the same provines, the governor of Lonisiana, a senior counselor, the lieutenant-governor, two puisne
counselors, and an attorney-general; also, as before, a elerk.,  Its powers were those of similar bodies in other
French colonies, as St. Domingo amd Martinique. 1t held its sessions monthly, dispensing jostice for the entive
colony as far as called npon, aml administering the eivil government of the provinee.  Three of its eight members
in civil, and five in eriminal, cases formed a quornm. A germ of popular govermment lay in a provision, that in the
event of proper or nnaveidable absence of members, a quornm could be made by calling in a corresponding number
of notable inhabitants,

A peenliar feature of this tribonal was, that thongh the zovernor of New France, and, in his absenee, the
governor of Louisiana, ocenpied the first seat in the council, yet the intendant of New Franee, or, ift e were not
present, the senior connselor, performed the foncetions of president, collecting the votes and prononneing judgment.
The principle was fonnd still in full play when, in 1768, Foucanlt ruled the insurgent couneil and signed its
prowonneements, while the protesting but helpless Anboy filled the seat of howor.  In all preliminary proceedings,
such as the aflixing of seals and inventories, the senior counselor officiated and presided as a judge of the first
instanee,

Crozat, entirely dizsappointed in his expectation of opening a trade with Spanizh Ameriea, in Angust, 1717,
surrendered his eharter, amld the provinee being transterred to the Compagnie d'Oecident, or Western Company,
its directors solicited certain modifications estesmed necessary in the organization and offices of the superior couneil.

Consequently, by an edict issued in September, 1719, it was made to consizst of such directors of the company
as might be in the provinee, the commandant-general, a senior connselor, the two king's lientenants or lieutenant-
governor, three other counselors, an attorney-general, and a elerk. The gquorum, and the arranzements for securing
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ity remained nnchanged: the sessions continaed to e monthly; the conneil was still, as it had been from the first,
a court of last resort; bot now it was elevated bheyomd the provines of a court of the first instance into a jurizdiction
purely appellate, and inferior tribunals were esiablished in varions parts of the growing colony.

Theze lower conrts are specially noteworthy, in the fet that they were presided over, not by roval oflicers, bnt
by azents of the company, one in each, with notables of the neizhborhood, two for civil amd four for eriminal
cases.  Thus, in varions developments, the administration of the colony’s civil and judicial affairs was gradually
showing more and more the features of a representative rule,

[t was this superior conneil which, in 1722, removed to the new settlement of New Orleans, and thus made it
the colony’s capital, In 1723 and 1724, it was exercising powers of police, amd, in 1726, inenrring the searching
investigations of the royal commissary, De la Chaise, and the emphatic reprimand of the home government. In
1725, August 10, a decree of the king assigned to the council the supervision of land titles. Special sessions were
hield onee or twice & week as a lower eonrt, by two of its members, chosen, and removable by it, to try causes
involving valnes not exceeding 100 livres (8232),

On surrender of the India Company’s charter, in 1732, the superior conncil was again remodeled.  Iis
membership was increased o twelve amd a secretary, beside the governor-general of New Franee. Two years
Later, in 1742, the labors of the conneil were so inereased, by litigation arising ont of the inerease of trade, that four
assessors woere sulded, to serve four vears, amd to sit and rank after the connselors, voting only in cases where the
record was referred to them to report on, or where they were needed to complete a quornm, or in the event of a tie
Vot

The power over landd deeds was, on the 13th of :":II'I:']I:I 1745, extended, h_‘..' royal {lm,-rw-, to allow the nm].;ing of
good titles, npon inventories preparved in goomd faith, and recording them, thongh nnofiicial and informal, when
such defects were the result of the absenee or incompetency of pablic officers.

Such was the body which, twenty vears Liter, though it could not quite shalke off an outward pretense of
obeisanes to royalty, made bold to demand openly the rights of freemen for the people, of whom it had miown to
bz o sort of legislature, and to lay plans secretly for free government,

It was throngh the superior conneil that, in 1724, was issued that dark enactment which, for so many years, and
during three dominations, remained on the statute book—the wellnamed Black Code, One of its articles forbade
the frecing of a slave without reason shiown to the council, and by it esteemed good. It was the saperior couneil
which, in or abont the year 1752, resisted the eneroachments of the Jesunits, though these were based on a
commizsion from the bishop of Quebee; and it was this body that, in 1763, anticipated by the space of a vear the
actual expulsion of the same tronblesome order from Fraoee, and dispossessed it of its plantations in Lonisiana.
'Ihu.'.lll'.:l'm‘:]‘r, an intendant commissary sent (rom Franee in ITUH_.. found this conneil, eaded I_'rj' L0V Ernor Kl’:l‘lcl'{!(:._,
too strong for him, was radely jostled by it, and, in 1761, was dismissed from office on its complaint to the king.
And it was the superior conneil which M. d’Abbadie, in a dispateh of the Tth of June, 1764, denonneed as a bhody
so filled with what he esteemed the spirit of sedition, that he thonght it highly desirable to remove from it ihe
Creole members, and fill their places with imported Frenchmen, It was natural that O'Reilly, invested with
special power to establish the eivil and military braonehes of government, in sneh form as might seem to him
best to promote the king's service and the happiness of his subjects, should prowptly, and once for all, abolish
this exponent of the popular will; and in November, 1768, at his direction, the superior conncil gave place to
the eabildo,

In this passage from French role to Spanish, the vadieal natore of the change lay, not in the laws, but in the
redistribtion of power, the lion’s share of which was held in reserve in the hamds of the Illililﬂ]"j.' amil ecclesiastical
representatives of the crown and the cliurel, while an extremely slender portion was doled ont, with much form
andl pomp, to the eabildo.

This body consisted of ten members, in addition to the governor, who presided at its meetings, and an eseribuno,
or minute clerk.  Its membership was divided into two main groups, distinguished by the character of their tenure
of office: that of the smaller group, of four, being annual and elective, while that of the remaining six was a life
tennre acouired by purehiase,

The four elected members were chosen on the first of each year, by the whole eabildo, including the votes
of thoese who were abont to retive from office.  They were requived to be householders and residents of the town.
Except by a unanimons vote, they conld not be re-elected until they had been two years out of oflice,  No officer or
attaché of the financial department of the realm, nor any bondsman of such, nor any one ander the age of twenty-
six, nor any wew convert to the Catholic faith, coald qualify. Two filled the office of alealdes ordinariss, or common
indges, holiling each his separate— eivil and eriminal—daily conrt in the town hall, and—for eanses involving not
over #220—an evening court for one hour at hiz residence, where he rendered anwritten decisions.  Their judgments
were subject to appeals in all civil cases, aml they were withount Jurisdiction over any who conld claim a military or
an ecelesiastical connection. .

A thivd elective oflicer was the sindico-procurador-general, or attorney-general-symdie, the official advocate
of the peopls in the deliberations of the cabildo. He wuas not, as the modern nsage off the title m'ght imply, a
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prosecuting officer, though as the municipal attorney it was his duty to sne for revenunes and other debts due the
town, amld he was present in its interest at all apportionments of lands,  The last of the four was the mayordomo-
de-proprios, the municipal treasurer, who made his disbursements upon the eabildo’s warrants, and rendered to it
annually, on vacating hiz oflice, an acceunt of the year's business,

The seats in the cabildo, acquived by poarchase, were bonght, primarily, at avetion from the government.
These could Le sold again by those leaving them, to their sneeessors, provided that the royal treasary must receive
hialf the price of the first transfer and one-thind the price of subsequent transmissions.  In these sat the six vegidors
or administrators—literally, mlers.  The first held a merely honorary office under the title of alferes veal, the royval
standard-bearer, and was withoot official fanetions, unless the death or absence of one of the alealdes ealled him to
fill the vacaney to the end of the anouwal term.  The second regidor was the alealde mayor proviveinl, a magisirate
with jurisdiction over crimes and misdemeanors committed beyond town or village limits, and with power to
overtake and try persons escaped to such regions. The thind was the alguazil mayor, a civil and criminal sheriff,
superintendent of police and prisons; and the other three, ranking according to the seniority of their commissions,
were the depositario-general, a keeper and dispenser of the government stoves, the vecthidor de peacs de Cinbei, i
receiver of fines amd penalties, and a sixth, to whom no individual official funetions were assigned,

Thus constitnted, the cabildo met every Friday in the town hall, 1t heand appeals from the decisions of the
alealdes ordinarios, throngh two of the regidors, chosen by it to sit with the alealde, who had given judgment; bat
this was only where judgment hal been given for not more than S330, larger cases Deing assigoned by the king
to sneh tribunal as he might select. At its diseretion it sold or revoked the meat monopoly, and the many
other petty municipal privileges which eharacterized the Spanizh mle.  The expemditures of town government
were made on the eabildo’s warrants, but not without consent of the voyal governor, except the most paltry swms;
while on the other hand the eabildo was required to exact of the governor, before he entered npon the daties of his
oflice, zood and suflicient security for its proper condoet, amd his pledge to submit to its investigation any or all of
his aets.

Fall details of the elaborate machinery of admivistration, with its laborions forms and pomps, wonld be
unprofitable.  The nonderlying design seems to have been not to confer power, but to seatter and neutralize it in
the hamds of royal oflicials and of a eabildo which, loaded with titles, and fettered with minnte ministerial doties,
was, =0 to speak. the superior conueil shorn of its locks; or, if not, a body, at least, whose members recognized
their standing as guaedicns of the people and sereeanfs of the king,

Immediately upon organizing the eabildo, O’ Reilly annonneed the appointment of Don Lonis de Unzaga, eolonel
of the regiment of Havana, as governor of Lonisiana, and yielded him the presidential chair.  Yet, uniler his own
higher commission of captain-general, he continoed for a time to govern,  The instroetions which he had pullished
established in foree the laws of Castile and of the Dudies, and the nse of the Spanizh tongue in the eonrts and public
oflices, amd g0 far was this l':ll'ril':l, that tle notarial records of the d:lj.‘ show the |J:|||ti:-'||1ul names of property-
holders of French amd Anglo-Saxon origing changed to a Spanish orthography, and the indices made upon those
instead of upon the surpames.  The official nse of the Freneh langnage was tolevated ouly in the Judieial and
notarial acts of the military conmandants, who raled everywhere outzide of New Orleans,

Thus, in all things save the habits amd traditions off the people, the town and the great tervitory of which it
wag the capital, beeame Spanish.  The change in the laws was not a violent one: there was a tone of severity and
a featnee of arbitrarvy surveillance in the Spanish, that may bave carvied an anpleasant contrast, but the prineiples
of both the French and tle ﬁl}:ltliﬁh sVaiems Ll 51 eommon urigin, the one remote, the other almost [Iirm'l’ in the
Roman eode, and their similarity was specially marlked in their bearings upon the all-important poeints of the marital
relation and inheritance.  The recopilacionss of Castile and the Indizs went into force, withont other friction than
resulted from change of tonzue, amd ooder these laws, with the Foero Viejo, Fuero Juzeo, Partidas, Auntos
Aceordados, aml Royal Schedules, jostice continned to be administered up to and through the recession to France,
awd nntil the purchase of the provisee by the United States. And thongh in 1803, this system gave place in part
toa Sdigest of the civil laws then in foree”, arranged after the code of Napoleon, yet from it and especially
from the Partidas, are derived many of the features of the code of practice-of Louisiana of to-day. For while, by
an act of the Lonisiana legislatore of Marveh 12, 15235, “all the ecivil laws in foree before the promulgation of the
civil eade™ (of 1825) “were declared abrogated ™, yet the supreme court has decided that they are still the statute
laws of the state, and that the lesislatnre did not intend to abrogate those |:ur'il|:'i]1[|'.-i of Iaw wiieh had been
eabablished or setiled by the decision of conrtz of jostice,

Adter all is said, it is proper to remark the wide difference between the laws themselves and their administration.
Spanish role in Lounisiana was better, at least, than French, which scaree deserved the name of government;
while as to its laws, the state ol Louisiana, in which by reason of itz eapital these laws were best known and most
applied, “is at this time the only state, of the vast tervitories acquived from Frapee, Spain, and Mexico, in which the
civil law hiaz been retained, and forims a I.;Ll'g'u portion of its jurisprudence,”

On the 28ih of Oetober, 1770, O'Reilly sailed from New Orleans with the sreater part of the troops he had
brought with bim, thas signityving the completion of his commission in the entire and peaceful establishiment of the
Spanish powers. The foree left by him in the colony wmounted to 1,200 men.  He lad bimself wmade several
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sngrrestions to the home government, sulvantageons to the commercial interests of New Orleans, and his departor
was the signal for the commencement of active measares intended to indoace, it possible, o change in the sentiments
of the people consonant with the political ehanges loreed upon them.  Such was the kindlier task of the wise and
mild Unzaga,

SPANISH CONCILIATION,

While Spain had been delaying to take possession of Lonisiana, and temporizing with the mettlesome citizens
of her capital, the commereial adventurers of another nation had been more diligent.

“1 found the English,” says ("Reilly in a dispateh of October, 17680, “in complete possession of the commerce
of the colony, They had in this town their merchants and traders, with open stores and shops, and T can safely
assert, that they pocketed nine-tenths of the money spent here, * * * Idrove off all the English traders and the
other individoalz of that nation whom I found in thiz town, and T shall admit here none of their veszels” Thos
pointedly did he set forth the despotie relation which the town and provines had been, and still were, forced to
aceept from their European master, whether he were the French Lonis or the Spanish Charles.

That the role of Spain in Lonisiana was grossly oppressive in the letter of its laws and regnlations, is a fact,
however, merely in keeping with the times in which it existed.  Colonies had not yet come to be regarded as having
inherent rights, bt were looked s i miost cases a8 comimercial venlures, projected in the interest of the
sovereign's revennes, and upon which monopolies and like restrictions were laid, or indulgences bestowed, simply as
that interest seemed to reqguire,

It was on this principle that Crozat, Law, amd Louis XV had, each in torn, conducted affairs in Lonisiana.
In pursnanee of the same convse, Charles 1L alter the momentary concessions of May, 1766, in September of the
same year, had established those commereial regulations against which the Creoles so boldly protested. It was nob
alome ;Lg:l'tlhit flie fl'1l|j|' Hp:[l!i:ﬂll anrvelllanee pli'li'l’ll o the Prices of all imported goods, that this protest Jad
Been made; by these regnlations commerce with France was reduced to the importation of articles of necessity,
amd that of St. Domingo aml Martinique to the exchange of wine and breadstullz for lnmber and grain, in
passported ships, on policed bills of lading, and only until such a time as Spain coulil talke measures to supplant
these trades by a commerce exclosively her own.  Beyvond this the port of New Orleans, with the vast provinee
behind it, was shut ont from every market in the world, except eertain specified ports of Spain; markets where, her
merchants complained, they conld neither sell their produce to advantagze nor buy the merchandizse wanted in the
provimee,  They conld employ only Spanish bottoms commanded by subjects of Spain.  Their vessels could not
even put into a Spanish-American port except in distress, and then only nnder onerous restrictions.  The commerce
of the port was virtually throttled, merely by an actual application of the prineiples which had always hung over it,
and only by the loose administration of which the colony and town had survived and grown, while Anthony Crozat
had become bankrupt, Law's Compagnie d'Oceident had been driven to other fields of enterprise, and Lounis XV
Ll heaped up @ lozs of millions more than he conld pay.

In faet, the life and growth of the port and of the eolony had depended on the double influence of gross
disregand of the royal enactments by the officials, and a bold infraction of them by the people.  And in 1770 Don
Louis de Unzaga, assuming authority, and seeing the extremity to which ihe people were driven, resumed the
acenstomed poliey, and the same desivable ends began again to be met by the same lamentable expedients.  His
Illl'll:lllil, which was also the method of those who eame after hiim, worked in fwo ﬂl]p(::‘-ih& directions at onee, anil
brought relief to the colony’s commerce by procuring, on the one hand, repeated concessions and indulgences trom
the king, and on the other, by overlooking the evasion by the people of those onerous burdens which the home
government still requived to e laid on them.

Not that Unzaga began at the beginning,  Royal abatements had been made as early as in March, 1765, when an
exemption from import duty was deereed on foreign and Spanish merchandizse. ('Reilly himself, a yearand a half
later, had recommended an entively Iree frade with Spain and Havana, ennmerating the colony’s wants—*¢ flour,
wine, oil, ivon instroments, arms, ammunition, and every sort of manufactored goods for clothing and other
domestic purposes’—and its exportable products—timber, indigo, cotton, furs, and a small quantity of corn and
rice”, aml recommending that vessels owned in the colony be placed on an equality with Spanish vessels. It was
probably due to his efforts that, in 1770 or 1771, permission was given, allowing as many as two vessels a year to
enter the port of New Orleans from Franee,

Upon these followed, from year to year, the concessions procured by Unzaga, the equally effective lenity of his
administration, and various other events and conditions of kindred influence. The river trade with British vessels
increased.  Under eover of trading with the British posts on the eastern bank above Orleans island, they supplied
New Orleans and the river “eoasts”, above and below, with goods and with slaves. Anything offered in exchange
was avcepiable, revenue laws were mentioned only in jest, profits were large, eredit was free and long, anil business
Lrisk. Under the viver-bank where now stands the suburb of Gretna, opposite the present fourth district of New
Orleans, two large floating warehouses, fitted up with connters and shelves, and stocked with assorted merchandise,
Lay moored, when they were not trading up and down the shores of the stream. The sum of this commerce was
aoue SGOH0L 0 o vear,
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The merchants of New Orleans, shut out from participation in this contraband trade, complained loudly bat in
aain to Unzaga. In 1773, however, when their complaints were turned against their debtors on the plantations,
who, waxing prosperous, were buying additional slaves amd broadening their lands with mopey due the New
Orleans merchants for crop-advances, the governor's ears were opened, and dreawing upon his large reserve of
absolute power, he gently but firmly checked amd corvected this imposition.

Medanwhile, eertain royal coneessions, dated August 17, 1772, and made in response to O'Reilly’s snggestions,
were fuiling to aftord appreciable veliel to lefitimate commeree, beeanse so narrowed as to be almost neatralized by
restrictive provisos, Bot Unzaga’s quict power worked for the benelit of the people winder his rule, not alone in
the direction of their commercial relations.  While the town was languishing under the inflidtion of these so-called
concessions, his conservative sl pacilic treatment of a ferce crosade, made by newly imported Spanish Capuachins
against their French brethren, and certain enstoms which these lad long permitied to obiain among the Iaity,
averted an exodns of Creoles from New Orleans, which he feaved might have even destroyved the colony,

Indeed, the colony had alveady suffered a grave lossof this character. While (°Reilly was still in the provinee,
g0 larze a proportion of the werchants and mechanics of New Orleans had removed to St Domingo, that a few
days before Lis own departure he ceased to grant passports, No eorresponding influx seems to have offset this
depletion, and in 1773 Unzaga wrote to the bishop of Caba that “there were not in New Ovleans amnd its environs
2,000 zonls" (neaning passibly whites) “of all professions and conditions", and that most of these were extremely
poor. Ao improdent governor might bave redoced the town, if not the provioce also, to a desert.  Bot nnder
Unzaga conciliation soon began to take effect; conmissions wers eagerly taken in his “regiment ol Louisiana™ by
Creoles—the pay being large aml the sword the true symbol of power—while its ranks were filled by soldiers from
the Late l"l‘vlh:h, as well as from the H,‘_I:I]I'Er-:]l trisoges; and the oflices of residor amd alealde were by and I_:_:I.' m-q:upj[-ll
Ly the bearers of such apcient Cresle names as 5t Denis, La Chaise, Flenriean, Forstall, Tiplessis, Bienvenue,
Iitossat, Livandaizs,  In 1776 Unzaga was made captain-general of Cameas, amd in the following vear left in
the charge of Don Bernarde de Galvez, then about twenty-one years of age, o people still Freuch in feeling, it is
troe, yet reconciled, in a measare, to Hp.ul'l::ll ritle,

At this point a change took place in the Spanizh foveign pelicy, amd the Freneh instead of the English merchants
commanded the trade of the Mississippi.  The British traders found themselves suddenly treated with great rigor,
Gualves commencing the new movement by the seizure of eleven of their vessels richly laden, and exceading the
letter of the Franee-Spanish treaty o privilezes bestowed upon the Freneh, The prospect for the future of New
Orleans brightened vapidly, and the spivit of the people revivedl.

Under certain restrictions, trade was allowed with Campeachy and the French and Spanish West Tndies,  The
importation of slaves from these islamnds, beeause of their spirit of insarrection, had been for a long time forbidden,
but the trade in Guinea negroes was now specially encouraged; a little later the prohibition against the former
trade was removed.  In Mareh, 1777, a 4 per cent, export daty was reduced to 2 per cent,  In April, 1773, Galvez,
though only governor ad inferim, by his own proclamation gave the vight to trade with any port of Franee, and a
fiew days later included the ports of the thivieen British eolonies then engaged in thai struggle for independence,
in which the fate of the little eaptive city at the mouth of the Mississippi was so profoundly though obsenrely
Cinvolved.  Fars and pelivies shipped to any port of Spain were made free of export duty for ten years. The
Spanish government became the buyer of all the tobaceo raised in the provinee, and endeavors were made to induee
a rench and & French West Indian immigration,

The value of nearly all these privileges was presently redoeed o very little, by the issue of British letters of
marque against the commerce of Bpain, amd by the active participation of France in the American revolution.
Galves was looking to his defenses, buildiog ganboats, and awaiting from his king the word which wounld enalile
bim to try his conscions military talents.

But another trade had sprang up, the direct result of these new eonditions.  Some cight years before, at the
moment when the aveival of 2,600 Spanish troops amd the non-appearinee of their snpply-ghips had driven the
price of provisions in New Orleans almost to famine rates, one Oliver Pollock entered the port with a brig-load of floar
from Baltimore, offered it to O'Leilly on the eaptain-general’s own terms, and finally sold it to him at 215 a barrel,
two-thivds the enrrent price. (FReilly rewarded his liberality with a grant of free trade to Lo isiana for his
litetime.  Soaelr was the germ of the trade with the United States.  In 1776 it appears tlasit (Miver Pallock, at the
head of a number of merchants from New York, Philadelphia, and Boston, who lad established themselves in
New Orleans, had begun, with the countenance of Galvez, to supply, by fleets of large canoes, the agents of the
American eanse with arms and ammunition delivered at Fort Pitt (Pittsburgh). The same movement was repeated
in L1357 and 1775, and Polloek became the avowed agent of the American government.,

In this way and in other ways the blockade of the town’s West Indian and Transatlantic commeree showed an
advantageous gide.  Immigration became Anglo-Saxon, a valuable increase of population taking place, by an inflow
from the Floridas and the United States, of an enterprising element that made its residence in the town itself and
toolk the oath of allegianee. Commercial aequaintance was made with the growing West, as a few years before
with Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, and Boston.  To be shut in upon home resources could hardly have heen
without some lessons of frugality and selhelp in the domestie life—the secret of public wealth. This self-
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sustentation was now practicable; even withont the Ohioriver.  Inside the lines indicated at St. Lonis, Natehitoches,
New Urleans, and Fort Panmure (Natehez), there was suflicient diversity of products and industries to support an
active commercial intercourse; the Attakapas afud the Opelousas praivies had been settled by Aeadian herdsmen, a
lomg stretel of Mississippi viver “eoast™ by farmers from among the same exiled people; in 1778 immigrants from
the Canary islands had fonunded the setflements off Yalenznela on Lafourche, Galveztown on the Amite, and that
of Terre aux Boeeufs, just below New Orleans, A paper currency supplied the sometimes urgent eall for a cireulating
medinm, amd the colonial treasury warrants, or liberanzas, were redeemed by receipts of speeie from Vera Croz
sufficiently frequent to keep them in eivenlation, and at times to give them a moderately faiv market value. Such
were the sonrees of a Gertain prosperity, and to show these is to give the canses of a proportionate degree of public

satisfaction.

Whether this feeling had any stronger qualities than that of a passive acquicscence was now to be tested.
For in the summer of 17749 Spain bl deelared wr sagainst Grreat Britain, Galvez discovered that the Britizsh wera
planning the surprise of New Orleans, and under cover of preparations for defense, made haste to take the offensive,
Four days before the time he had appointed to move, a hurricane destroyed a large number of houses in the town,
and spread rnin to erops and dwellings np and down the “coast™, and sunk his gun flotilla.  The young eommander,
nothing dismayed, appeared before the people assembled on the Place ' Armes, and displaying a commission lately
received, confirming him as governor of Louisiana, demanded of them to say whether he should appear betore the
cabildo, as the terms of his commission required, and swear to defend the provinee from its enemies,

Iis appeal was responded to with enthusiasm,. Hepairving his disasters as best he could, amd hastening his
ostensibly defensive preparations, e marehed, on the 220 of Aogost, 1779, against the British forts on the Mizsissippi.
His force, beside the fonr Spanish oflicers who ranked in turn below him, consisted of 170 vegolars, 330 reeruits, 20
carabineers, 60 militiamen, 30 feee men of color, GO0 men from the coast, “of every condition and color,” 160 Indians,
9 American volunteers, and Oliver Pollock,

This little army of 1,434 men was withont tents, other military furnitore, or a single engineer.  The gan fleet
followed in the river abreast of their line of mareh along its shores, earnrying one 24, five 15-, and fonr 4-pounders,
With this foree, in the space of abont three weeks, Fort Bote on bayon Manchae, Baton Ronge, and Port Panmuore,
5 vessels, 356 regnlars, and a number of sailors, militiimen, and free blacks, fell into the hands of the Spaniards,
The next year, 1750, re-entoveed from Havana, Galver again left New Orleans by way of the Balize with 2,000
men, regnlars, militia, and free blacks, and on the 15th of Marveh took Fort Charlotte on Mobile river.

Galvez next coneeived the much larger project of taking Pensacola.  Failing (o secure re-enforcements from
Havana by writing for them, he sailed to that place in Oetober to make hiz application in person, intending to
move with them divectly on the enemy.  After many delays amd disappointments he sneeeeded, and early in Mareh,
1731, appeared before Pensacola with a ship of the line, two frigates, and transports containing 1,400 soldiers well
furnished with artillery and ammuonition,  Here he was joined by soeh troops as conld be spared from Mobile, and
by Ddon Estevan Mivh from New Orleans, ot the head of the Lounisiana forees, and on the afternoon of the 16th of
Marveh, thongh practically nnsupported by the naval feet, aotil dishonor was staring its jealous commanders in the
face, moved under hot five, throngh a passage of great peril, and took up a besieging position.  Bat an acconnt of
this engagement and sicge is not essential to the history of New Orleans, and it is only necessary to state, that on
the 9ih of May, 1751, Pensacola, with a garrison of 300 men, and the whole of West Florida, were surrendered fo
Galvez, Louisiana had heretofore been included nnder ope domination with Cuaba, bot now one of the several
rewarids bestowed npon her governor, was the captain-generalship of Lorisian:a and West Florvida,  He sailed from
st Domingo to take part in an expedition against the Baliamas, leaving Colonel Miro to govern ad fafering amd
never reassumed the governor's chair in Lowisiana,

Such is a brief snmmary of the achievements of the governor and of the people of Lonisiana, operating from
New Orleans in aid of the war for American independence; and if the motive of Spain was more conspicuously and
exclusively selfish than that shown in the co-operation furnished by France, still a greater ervedit is doe than is
popularly accorded to the help afforded in the brillinnt exploits of Galvez, disconraged by a timid cabildo, bot
supported initially, finally. and at the first mainly, by the Creoles of New Orvleans amd the neighboring coasts,
The faet iz equally troe, thongh overlooked even in New Orleans, that while Andrew Jackson was yet a child, New
Orleans hadd a deliverer from British eonquest in Bernardoe de Galvez, by whom the way was kept open for the
United States to stretel to the Galf and to the Pacific.

Spain hervsell, solicited by Galves, made practical acknowledgment of her colonist’s “zeal and fidelity ™, tried
during the last two years not only by war bat by storms—one of Augost 24, 1730, being still move destrnetive than
that of the year before—by innndation, contagion, rainy summer, rigorous winter, amnd an arrested commerece.
Gialves, enlightened as yonng, had asked for them a free trade with ail the povts of Europe and America; but in
the words of Judge Gayarre, “neither the court of Madrid nor the spicit of the age was disposed to go so far.”
By a royal schedule published in ¥ew Orleans in the spring of 1752, the privileges granted in October, 1778, which
the Dlockade had made vialneless, were revived, enlarged, amld extended for ten years, to begin from the prospective
peace.  The reshipment to any Spanish- American eolony of goods received from Spain was allowed, but that of
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goods from other countries was expressly forbidden. Negroes were sllowed to be imported duty-free from the
eolonies of neutral or allied powers, and might even be paid for in specic. . Foreign vessels eonld be bought withont
duty and registered as Spanizsh bottoms.  An export duty on staves shipped to Spain was removed. Dt a final
article raised the export and import daty on all merchandise to G per cent,

By such measures it was that the Spanish king sought *#to secure to his vassals the atmost felicity”, and to
prove to the Creoles of Louisiana “that a change of government had not diminished their happiness™.  Awd such
was the condition of affairs when, on the 3d of September, 17335, a treaty of peace between Great Britain, the United
Biates, France, and Spain provided, in its cighth article, that the Mississippi, from its sonree to its month, shoulid
ever remain free aml open to Great Britain and the United States.

THE CREOLES STILL FREXNCH.

The Spanizl conquest never beeame more than a conguest. Those changes of which it oviginally eonsisted were
almost all that it ever effected.  Tts enstoms regolations cansed certain transitions in the agricultnee of the provines
and the commeree of the town; and there it stopped—from the beginning to the end a foreign body.,  The Creole,
with a grave amd tempered dignity in pathetic contrast with Lis intemperate fire of 1765, for thirty-five yvears bore
it about in s Hesh an anestracted missile, never absorbed, never ejected, bot sometimes provoeative of slight
inflammations that called for wize and gentle haondling,  The Spanish governors, whatever may be troe against
thiem, lad the fortunate diseretion to treat the people, from fivst to last, a5 a wonnded and paroled community that
might be coneiliated, bat which it were vain to attempt to proselyte,

It was ouly by such means that the colony was saved to Spain so long as it was.  “The people here,” wrotoe
Unzaga in 1772, “will remain guiet as long as they are gently treated; bot the nse of the rod woulid produce
confugion and rin.  Their dispositions are the resnlt of the happy state of liberty to which they have been
acenstomed feom the eradle, and in which they ought to be maintained, so fie as 15 consistent with the laws of the
kingadom.™

The changes made in the laws and their administration have already been noticed, with the reserve of power
in the royal officers, and its comparative absence in the eabildo.  Martin gquotes the United States consal at New
Orleans as saying, in 130G ©The anditors of war and assessors of government and intendaney, * * *  fo them
only may be attributed the maladministration of justice, as the governor and other judges, who are unacouainted
with the law, seldom dare to act eontrary to the opinions they give”

The change of agricultural produets was felt or seen in New Orleans, ouly in so far as it called for a different
maode of hamdlisng the marketed commaodities or bronght an inerease of trade and profits.  The transfer to Spanish
domivation shot out the imdige of Louisiapa from the markets o which its prodocers had fonnd under French
tlomnination proteciion for it, and foreed it into the ports of Spain and into roivons eompetition with the superior
article made in the olider aml more sonthern Spanish eolonies. When later this borden was moueh lightened by
wiser commersinl regalations, o sevies of new dreawbacks arose in continnonsly nonfavoralde seazons, and colminated
in the appearance of an insect which, by the years 179504, was waking sueh ravages that the planters, despairing
of the indigo cultnre, knew not which way to turn for livelihood,

Cotton had been kunown in the I'nlull_‘\' ever sinee 1715 and as Lr:n-]jr as 1752 or 1753, M. Debreuil, a wealthy
eitizen and landholider, amd one of the leadmg minds in the colony, is sail to have inventeld a cotton-gin sufficiently
effective to induee a decided inerease in the produetion of an article to which soil and climate were so favorable,
Yet the great importance and commereial value of eotton awaited the discovery of some still more advantageons
mode of ginning the staple from the seed than any yet known, Those who gave the matter thought had, in 1760,
recommended the importation of snch apparatus as conld be found in India.  In 1768, however, with such methods
as were known, cotton had already become an article of export from New Orleans, and was mentioned with solicitude
in the mranifesto of the banishers of Ulloa, as a new and promising sonree to which they looked for future prosperity.

AL the time of the eollapse in the indigo enltore, the Creoles were still experimenting with it; bt the fame of
Eli Whitney’s newly-invented cotton-gin had probably not yet reached them, and the planters—little supposing
that in the eighth year from that time the cotton crop of Lounisiana and export from New Orleans wonld be
respectively 200000 and S5000 300-pound bales—turned their attention in another divection, and renewed their
much earlier efforts to prodoce merehantable sugar

The sngar-cane, introdoced from St Domiogo by the Jesnit fathers in 1751, had been grown in the vicinity of
New Urleans ever sinee.  On a portion of the city’s wholesale bosiness distriet, ineluded in the angele of Common
amnd Tehoupitonlas streets, this great staple was fivst planted in Louisiana.  The amount produced, however, was
trivial; only in the neighborhood of the town was a limited attention given it,  Nothing move than sivup, it even
g0 much, was made from it nntil M. Debreuil, in 1753, built a sugar mill on his plantation—now that part of the
thied distriet adjoining the secomnd on the viver front—amd endeavored to tuen a large crop of eane into sugar.

Acvcounts of the vesalt vary. It appears, however, that sogar was made, and that for a time the indostey grew;
but that the sugar was poorly grannlated amd very wet, amd consomed entively within the provinee nntil 1765, when
it is said half of the first cargo shipped to Franee leaked out of the packages before the vessel reached port,
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The cesszion to Spain seems o have quoite destroyed this half-developed indostry, as might easily have been
:||1ti|::i|mh,'r1. and it was not nntil the insnrrection of the blacks in St. “:rlnihgu._. in 1741, Ill“ﬂltgllt an influx of I‘l'llﬂg.{l"l'ﬁ
from that lately prosperons sugarv-prodocing conntry, that the paralyzed efforts of twenty-five vears before came
again to life.  The connection with Spanish role may not be as close as would appear, bat the coincidence is
notable—two Spaniards, Mendez and Solis, erected, the one a distillery and the other a sugar-house, and mannfactured
ram and sirnp.

Thus stood affairs when, in 1794, the people of lower Lounisiana despaired of the eulture of indizo. At this
juncture Etienne de Boréd, a Creole of the Illinois district, but a resident of New Orleans, and a son-in-law of
Destrehan, an carly colonist, who had himsell been one of the last to abandon sngar-ealture, bonght a guantity of
canes from Mendez and Soliz, planted on the lamd where the seventh distriet (late Carvollton) now stands, erected
a mill, and, in 1795, electrilied the community by making 212,000 worth of snperior sngar.  This, the absenee of
those interdictions which had stifled commeree in the earlier davs of Spaunish rale, eénabled him to market
advantageonsly. The agrieulinre of the Mississippi delta was revolutionized, amd by the year 1502 New Orleans
was the market for 200,000 gallons of mam, 250,000 gallons of molasses, and 5,000,600 pounds of sugar. The town
contained some twelve distilleries, and a sngar refinery which produced about 200,000 pounds of loal sugar; while,
on the other hand,; the prodoction of indigo had declined to a total of 3000 pounds, and soon after ceased.

The frail eharacter of almost all edifices in New Orleans, at the time of its passaze from Prench hands to
Spanish, the long neglect of public works, the readiness of the Spanish to sopply this omizsion, the repeated
necessity of repairing the ravages of storm and fire, eansed the presence of the Spanish anthority to have an eftect
upon the architecture of the town, which remains conspicnonsly evident in the ancient quarter at this day.

The census ordered by OFReilly in 17683, zhowed the place to contain 463 honses,  Undonbtedly the more
eorrect term wonlid e ['r]‘rth]':-il::v:, v]l:lll‘.‘i:'.illg the wlen of three sepavate roofs to each entire houschold, an arrangement
common in New Orleans down toa date almost recent, and oceasioned by the general nse of slave labor, The
total population, 3,190 souls, indicated abont seven to a residence, which must, thesefore, be assumed to have
comprised the family dwelling, a kitehen quite apart from it, and a thind roof umder which the honseholl slaves
were gquartered.  To these the well-to-de added stables and other boildings, slave-dervice favoring the moltiplication
of onthonses quite sullicient to off=et the continement of the poor to narrower limits,

In this light it becomes easy to aceept the equally anthentie statement, that a conflagration, in 1733, nineteen
years after—when the inerease of the town was but 67 per cent. over the O'Reilly census—tlestroyed 356 editices,
nearly twice the number in the entive town according to the literal rendering of the previons eensus, There
were probably as many roofs burned, ont of about 2,500, or abont 2535 complete domiciles ont of about 7700

This couflagration itself had an odd and accidental eonnection with the presence of Spanish anthority. For
it was in the private chapel of Don Vineente José Nunez, the military teeasover, on Chartres street near 83t Louis,
that on Good Friday, the 21st of Maveh, 1785, at halfpast one in the afterncon, a five broke oot that destroyed
nearly hall the fown,  The buildings along the immediate viver front escaped ; bot the eentral portion of the town,
including the entive wholesale commercial quarter, the dwellings of the leading inhabitants, the town hall, the
arsenal, the jail, the parish chovel, and the guarters of the Capuchins, were completely consnmed.

Six years later, on the Sth of December, 1784, some children playing in o eonrt in Roxal street, too near to an i
adjoining hay store, set fire to it. A strong north wind was blowing, and in three hours 212 dwellings and stores
in the heart of the town were destroved.  The cathedral, Intely finished on the site of the chureh borned in 1755,
|=a-'.{';|_[1-|,'d_: but the pecuniary losses exeeeded those of the previous 1:.ultt|:|gl';|tiu:t, which hal been estimated at II{‘uI‘I;r
B2 600,000, Ouly two stores were left standing; the levee and the Place d*Arnnes beeame, as they had been six
vears before, the eamping ground of lhimndrveds of inhabitants, amld the destroction of provisions was such as to
threaten a famine,

In eomzequence of these desolating fives, whose ravages were largely attributed to the inflammable building
material in general nse, the Baron Carondelet, then governor, recommended to his covernment to ofter a preminm
on roofs covered with tiles, instead of shingles as heretofore; amd whether this preminm was ever offered or not,
trom this time the tile rool came into use, and forms to-day one of the most picturesgne features of the old French
gquarter.  As the heart of the town filled ap again it was with better stroctares, displaying many Spanish-American
teatures—adobe or brick walls, areades, inner conrtz, ponderons doors and windows, baleonies, porfecochéves, and
white amd vellow lime-washed stuceo. Two-story dwellings took the place of one-story buildings, and the general
appearance, 4z well as the publie zafety, was improved.

It iz moteworthy, that after these fires the recond of disasters wronght npon the town itself by hurricanes,
becomes animporiant.  The eonjecture is common, that in the carly days of the eity’s history storms were more
frequent and violent than in later days. A much simpler explanation lies in the probability, that at first the
satnrated state of the nndreained soil indueed the not too energetic colonist to make shift with very defective
fonndations, =earcely sunk Delow the surface of the ground. The stroctures ereeted under military direction,
with an eye to permanence, did not suecumb to the wind.  Oune, the convent of the Ursnlines, is still standing.

Public manicipal improvements under the Spaniards began with O'Reilly.  In an ordinance of the Z2d of
Feliruary, 1770, providing a revenne for the city of New Orleans, he ficst established petty trade-licenses and
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- portcharges, two unfortunate systems of eity revenue, which, nnchanged in principle and greatly exaggerated
in extent, have been perpetoated to the presentday, Dot in the same ovdinanee the government reservations of 356
feet front by S84 feet depth, on either side of the Place d"Armes, were granted to the town to become to it a
perpetual source of revenue, by gronnd rents,

At this point there appears in the eity’s history the name of one of the most enterprising and benevolent
citizens it has ever connted among its inhabitantz. Don Andres Almonaster ¥ Boxas became the buyer, for a
perpetual annual rent, of the sronnds gl'allth':l the town, anil early erected VLN them two rows of stores, built of
brick between wooden posts, of a single story's height, and these beeame, and for o great many years continued to
be, the fashionable retail quarters of the town., In 17587 he built in Ursulines street, adjoining the convent, a simall
chapel of stoecoed brick, for the nuns.  The ['ILiIlll'!]. of the Ursulines is well remem bered 11:',' persons still young,
sz wquaint amd homely relie of the last century.

The charity hospital founded by the sailor Jean Lonis, in 1737, seems to have been removed to a wooden
building on the west side of Bampart, between Tonlonse and 36 Peter streets, at that {ime just ontside the town
limitg, amd to have been destroyed by the hurricane of 1779, In 1754, Almonaster began, amd in two years completed,
at o cost of 2114000, on the same =ite, a brick edifice, whieh he called the Charity Hospital of S5t Charles, 2 name
the institation still bears,

I 1592, he began the erection, upon the site of (he parish chorel destroyed by five in 1735, of a brick charch,
and in 1798, when Louisiana amd the Florvidas were made a bishoprie separate from Havana, this edifice, completed
snfliciently for oceupation, became the St Lonis cathedral.

Later still, he filled the voild made by the burning of the town hall and the jail—whicl, antil the conflagration
of 1788, had stood on the south side of the ehureh, facing the Place @’ Armes—with the hall of the cabildo, the same
that stands there at this time, with the 1.-'.\'.1'{'|rl ion of the npper story, added sinee,

The government itself’ completed very snbstantially the bareacks begun by the French governor, Kerleree, on
Barracks street.  Close by, it built o military hospital amd ehapel, and near the apper river eormer of the town,
the square now oeenpied for the same porpose, but at that time fronting directly on the river, it pant ap, amd then
allowed to go into significant dilapidation, o wooden custom-house. The burned jail seems also to have been replaced,
likewize the presbytery of the Capuchins, The “old French market”, on the viver front, just below the Place
d"Armes, was erected and Enown as the Halle de Boacheries,

It was not correct, theretore, for the French colonial prefect, Lanssat, sent to take possession of the re-ceded
provinee, in the spring of 1504, to state “that the Spaniards had not made any =olid or permanent constructions”,

In Jannary, 1792, the same yvear in which Almonaster fonnded the eathedral, Governor Carondelet, on suceeeding
Mirt in office, s issaing his baada de buen golierno, or rale of government, divided the town into fonr wards, placing
an alealde de baveio, or commissary of police, over each, with official control of fire-engines, fivemen, and axmen,
which bave uo earlier mention.  He also recommended the commissioning of night watelimen and the erection of
street lamps, the expense of these improvements to be met by a chimney tax of 9 reales (21 121) on cach chimney.
In 1796 he reported to his government that he had commissioned thivteen seremos, nigh t watelmen, amd establighed
cighty street lamps.  The five of 1794 had so redueed the income from chimney tax, that another levy was either
substitnted for or added to it, to wit, a tax on wheat-bread and meat.

With the aid of a large foree of slaves, contribnted gratuitonsly by residents and neighboring planters, he
'In‘;.'_':ll], in 1704, aml in the following: two vears finished, the exeavation of the “old basin™ and of the Carondelet
canal, the former comprising almost its present superficial area of some 10,000 square yards, and the latter
connecting it, by a navigable depth of water, with the bayon St John, and thus with lake Ponchartrain and the
maritime world, :

This work, beyomd the rear fortitications of the town, had been andertaken with the double objeet in view of
drainage and navigation. In 1801, as recommended by Carondelet to the eabildo five years before, certain lands
contignons to the basin and canal, which were covered with noisome pools of water, the supposed sonree of potreid
fevers, were divided into garden lots and let ont at low groumd rents to those who wounld destroy their insalubrity,
by ditching and draining them into the canal.

By such measures as these, which have been deseribed at some length, the government and the laws, the
commeree, and the architectural aspect of New Orvleans, were made to reeeive a Spanish impression and acknowledge
a Spanish intlnence.  But all that Spain deemed it just or expedient to coneede never indoeed, in the Creole mind. a
spontaneous sympathetic response, and not only to the last, but move and more toward the Last, their national feeling,
their habits of life, their political sentiments, and their languagze, proclaimed them French Creoles nnaltered.

The nse of the Spanish tonene, though enforced in the conrts and principal public ofices, never superseded
the Freneh in the mouths of the peaple, and left hot o smail proport ion of words naturalized in the corrupt I el
of the negro slaves,  Coeodrie, from cocedrilo, the erocodile, was easier to their Afvican powers of proounciation
than caiman, the alligator; the terrors of the famed calaboza, with its chams and whips and branding irons, was
condenzed into the Fremneh trisvllabic ealaboose, while the pleasant institution of Fappa, the petty gratuity added
by the retailer to '.ill_\'ll]il]g bonght, grew the pleasanter Gallicized into lagrappe.  The only newspaper in the town
Or provinee, as it was also the first, though published under the anspices of the Baron Cavondelet, was Le Woniteur
de la Lonisione, printed entively in Freneh., It made it first appearnce in 17904, The Spanish Ursulines sent from
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Havana to teach theic own tongue, fonnd themselves compelled to teach in French, and to content themselves with
the feeble achievement of hearing the Spanish eatechisin from girls who reeited it with tears rolling down their
cheeks, The public mind followed the progress of thonght in Franee, Many Spaniands cast in their lot with the
Creoles; Unzagza married a Maxent; Galvez married her sister; Gayarre toolk for his wife Constance de Grandpré ;
the intendant, Odvardo, her sister; Mird wedded a de Macarty.,  But the Creoles never became Spawish; and
in the soeiety balls, when the uncompromising civilian of the one nationality met the equally unyielding military
oflicials of the other, the eotillion was French or Spanizh, according to the superior strength of the Creole or Spanish
party, more than once decided by actual onset amd bloodshed. The best that ean be said is, that the Spanish
government was least nnpopular in New Orleans probably about the year 1791, when the earlier npheavals of
the French revolution were being contemplated from a safe distance, and before the Republic had arisen to fire the
Creole’s long-suppressed enthnsiasm,

When war broke out hetween Spain and Great Britain, a power with whom France was alveady at war, it was
easy enongh to rally the Creoles against their hereditary foes nnder the Spanish banner; bot when, in 1793, his
Catholic majesty turned his arms ::g’;lill.-it I't-pﬂhliu::nl l*"]‘.'illi.:i:, tle ﬁ[r:ll]ihll LFOVErTOr, Carondelet, fonml it NECESSATY
to take the same precantions against the people of New Orleans as if he held a town of the enemy. The Marseillaisze
wis wililly ealled for in the theater, which some French players from St Domingo, refugees of 1791, had opened,
and in the drinking shops was sung defiantly the song  Ca iva—pa ira, les arvistocrates @ ln lanterne”, He took
the written pledge of the colonizts to support the government. He thoonght it best to make sumdry arrests, and,
thongzh ]JL'{JIlliHiIJ;_{ clemeney, fielt eonst |':Iim-1'l1 '||_1,.' later th'\'l:'ll:}lntlﬂltzl., to semd the arrested persons to Havana., He
rebnilt the fortiieations around the city, which had again fallen into roin, changing their plan amd making them
stronger than ever.  They were finished in 1794, and consisted as follows: at the lower river eorner, Fort St. Charles,
a small pentagonal fortification, with barracks for 150 men, a parapet 15 feet thick fuced with brick, a ditch, aml a
coverad way s at the npper viver corner, Fort 5t Louis, similar in all regards, bot somewhat smaller.  The armament
of these was some twelve 18- and 12-ponmders.  Between them, on the river front at the foot of Toulouse street, was
a large battery crossing fires with the forts. In the rear of the town, on the line imperfectly indicated by Bampart
strect, were three lesser forts, one at either corner, and the thind o little beyond the straight line, and midway between
the other two, They were mere palisaded inclosnves, with feaizes, large enough for a hundreed men eaeh, and armed
with eight guns. That which stood at the present corner of Canal and BEampart streets was Fort Burgundy, that
on the present Congo square, Fort St Joseph, and that at what is now the corner of Rampart and Esplanade streets,
Fort 3t. Ferdinand, The wall that passed from fort to fort all aronnd was a parapet of earth 3 feet high, surmounted
by a line of 12 foot palisades, and with a moat in front 40 feet wide and 7 feet deep, containing at all times 3 feet
of water supplied from Caromdelet ecanal.  These fortifications, Carondelet wrote to the Spanizh minister, “ would
not only protect the city azainst the attack of an enemy, but also keep in cheek its inhabitants,” and added that
but for the forts a revolution would have taken place. The enemy looked for from without was the pioneers of
Kentneky, Georgia, and so on, instigated by Genet, the French minister to the United States, and headed by one
Clark and by Anguste de la Chaise, a Creole of powerful family, who had gone to Kentucky to lead a descent npon
New Orleans in the name of liberty.

The letters of Unzagza and of Bishop Penalvert were written twenty-two years El|l'.ll"[, the one in 1773,““‘. other i
1795; but the governor wrote: = I canuot flatter his majesty so much as to say that the people have ceased to be
French at heart,” and the bishop echoed:  His majesty possesses their bodies and not their sonls.”

THE AMERICAN GRASP.

The temper of the Creoles was not the only, or even the principal, source of anxiety to the indulgent governors
who helil them under the paternal despotism of Spain.  Commercially and politically, the province had a destiny
alien to Spanish dominion, and kindred to that of the new power, which almost from the beginning of Spanish rule
il ];[:lllie-:i:um__ hadd begun to make its way down the 'L’:-l"i:}' of the Mississippi li:l.' itz own sheer weizht, The restless
and intrepid American, therefore, even before he had achieved lis independence, or poured his thonsands of hardy
woodsmen into the district of Kentucky, had become, simply by the distinetness of that destiny, the foremost object
of distrust amld dread to Spain, in regard to her foothold in the Mississippi valley.

Congress il elaimed the free passage of the Mississippi, in the negotiations opened with Spain in 1779 for
national recomnition, and had failed to obiain either. In 1733, by the eighth article of the treaty of peace, the free
navigation of the Mississippi was granted to the subjects of Great Dritain and the citizens of the United States
forever. But so far was this stipulation from being carrmed out in good faith, that it became the starting point of
a series of Spanish intrignes and American menaces. whose confused alternations of oppression, concession,
aggression, deception, and corraption, leads the eve of research in horried review across the whole remaining term
of Spanish o) mition,  OF all these movements, New Orleans, as the gateway of the .‘!]iHNiﬂ.\jiPﬂi ':l"{'.}', was the
foremost objective point.  Its commercial greatoess, in the early future, had become obvious to all, and while
Spain was determined to retain this key of her possessions, the people of the West, and, later, Congress, determined
to become the holders of the only seaport west of the Atlantic then aceessible to them.
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In the antumn, 1735, the state of Georgia sent commissioners to New Orleans, where Miro had lately become
governor in the room of (Galves, demanding to be put in possession of the vast territory between her wesiern
boundary and the Mississippi, according to her understanding of the treaty of peace. Very properly, the matter
was referred to the governments of America and of Spaing but this and similar ceenrrences aronsed the =olicitude of
the Spaniavds, and put them—or probably fonmd them—on their guard. By 1736, if not earlier, the eforts of the
gettlers on the Ohio and the Comberlawd, to find a port for theiv flat-boat eets and o market for their breadstufls
and provisions, on the Mississippd, were met with seizore and confiscation. ]

The instant result of this attitude was excitement, indignation, and open threats on the part of the Keninckians,
presently taking the form of distinet proposals and projects for the capture of New Orleans by force of arms; yet
milder connsels presently prevailed, and Congress was fivst appealed to to treat with Spain for that commercial
frecdom of which they were resolved to be deprived no longer.,

The Spanizh officials were in lively and well.grounded alavm, aud saw themselves, in their imagination,
already overwhelmed.  The home government was urged to hasten to their relief with certain proposed measures,
if it wonld save New Orleans, Lonisiana, the Flovidas, or even Mexico from early eonquest. “No hay que perder
fiempe,” wrote the intendant, Navarro.  “There is no time to be lost.”

Two schemes were projected: the fivst, so to relax the barriers that had been drawn across the commeree of the
river, that the multitndes hovering so threateningly on their northern and northeastern borders might be indoeed
to extend their domains, not as invaders, but as immigrants, ready fo yield allegiance to the authority of’ Spain;
ihe second, to foster and foment the spirit of insurrection, then rife in the West, against what was deemed the
negligence of Congress, as to actually bring about the disruption of the West from the East. These schemes were
set on feot; a large American immigration did actoally set in, and the small town of New Madrid still remains to
commemorate the extravagant schemes of western grantees,

A close observer, he had not let the torn of events eseape his notice, and in June, 1787, General James
Wilkinson, of the United States service, senf and followed lo New Orleans a large fleet of flatboats, loaded with
the produce of the West, amd, working on the political fears of Miro, seeured many coneessions and made way
for a trade which began immediately to inure greatly to the pecuniary benefit of New Orleans, not to say of the
Hpanish oflicials.

But an export trade was only half a commerce, either for the West or for ¥ ew Orleans.  Communication with
Philadelphia, however, in a measare, supplied the deficicney, thongh hampered and gualified by a system of false
dealings, than which it would be hard to contrive a gronp of influences more corrapting to a mercantile community,
For a while, on one hamd, the colonial oilicials indulged and promoted this trade,  Gardoqui, the Spanish minister
at Philadelphia, “finding he did not participate in the profits,” moved vigorously against it, and those who were
engaged in it were able to persevere only by employing and aceepting -all the subterfuges of contrabandists, not
excepting false arvests and false eseapes. The conflagration of 1785 was nsed as a pretext for the liberation of a
number whom the intewdant, Navarro, had been driven, by fear of royal displeasure, to imprison, and the return
to them of their confiseated soods.

The great searcity of provisions after the conflageation, gave Mird an opportunity to enlarge the trade with
Philadelphia, of which he promptly took advantage, and sent three vessels consigned to Gardogui—whose
oppoesition was now turmed into codperation—for such miscellaneous eargoes as the general min called for. The
leading item was 3,000 barrels of tHonre, This l‘?[i;_"l,‘:tlu_"{ met, the trade not ntll}' continned bt 'itl{'l'lﬁ:lz-u,lfi, andd i
Aungust, 1758, Wilkinson received, throngh bis agent in New Orvleans, via the Mississippi, a eargo of dry goods and
other articles for the Kentocky market, probably the first boat-load of manufactured commadities that ever went
up that river to the Ohio. ’

Others began to follow the example of Wilkinson in matters of commeree, and, nnder pretense of coming to
bay lands and settle, or of returning for their families and property, secured passports and the repeated [hl'i#‘i]l.";:u
of buyving and selling free of duty.  Thus tobaceo, lonr of & eertain poor quality, and the varions other crops of
the West, were beginning to find a market where they conld be profitably exehanged for mannfactured goods.  As
to the communication with Euorope, the coneessions of 1732 had yielded the Trapsatlantic commerce of New
Orleans into the hands of the French traders, and there it still remained. At this very moment,” wrote Miro on
the 10th of Aungust, 1790, “ France has the real monopoly of the commeree of this colony.”

The port of New Orleans, in fact, was neither closed nor open.  Commeree was possible, but dangerons,
subject to the corrapt caprices of Spanish commandants and customs officers, and full of exasperating uneertaintics.
While, therefore, Spain was still dealing with Wilkinson and with De. O'Fallon, “ general agent of the Soath
Carolina Company in Yazoeo,” the United States government, through its minister at Madrid, was striving to work
upon the Spaniards’ new fear of Great Britain, and their knowledge of the feebleness of their toothold in Americea,
to press upon them a cession of Orleans island and the Floridas to the United States, Dot neither the urgent
requests of the United States, the possibility of a British invasion from Canada by way of the Mississippi, nor the
proposals of the Sonth Carolina Company, to accept which Mird thonght eqnivalent to “taking a foreign state to
board with them”, were sufficient yet to cause any relaxation of the grasp of Spain upon the Key of the greatest
agricnltural valley in the world.
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Still the fears of the officials at New Orleanz continned. A spirit was responding within the province itself, to
the march of events withont, amd the interdiction of the slave-trade with revolted St. Domingo, the banishment
of clocks branded with the Goddess of Liberty, and Carondelet’s fortifications, were but symptoms ol it, not cures,
amd in Febroarey, 1705, American enerwichment won the valuable concession of an open commerce with I'].|;|]'n|nj-_ anil
America for eitizens of the Spanizh eolonies,  “ From this period,” says Judge Martiog © o number of merchants
in Philadelphia established commercial honses in New Orleans.”

Franeciz Lonis Hector, Baron de Carondelet, suceeeded to the governorship of Lonisiana and West Florida on
the 30th of December, 1791, and had therefore been in office something more than a vear when thiz broad concession
was made. e had not needed it, however, to indicate to him the waning strength of the Spanish tenure, or the
growing supremwacy of the people whom Navarro had years betore described as “a nation restless, poor, ambitions,
amd capable of the most daving enterprise”.  “ Sinee my taking possession of the government,” wrote Carondelet
in May, 1704, “this provivee * * * % Lag nol ceased to be threatened by the ambitions designs of the
Americans,”

To the vigilanee and goad faith of President Washinzton, and not to Carondelet’s insignifieant defenses, his vigid
police, or the connterplots which e earried on throngh Thomas Power and others, Carondelet owed the deliverance
of hiz capital from the schemes of Genet, La Chaise, Clark, amd the Jacobins in Philadelphia; and it was that eanse,
not these, that maintained the safety of Lonisiana as a baven for Freneh royalists, It argoes more temerity than
wisdom on the part of the baron, that the imminenee of these dangers was no sconer removed than he began again
to hamper and oppress the trade of the Missizsippi, in the hope of yet separating the western people from the union
of states, to which they had now become devoted,

Nevertheless, the commereial desting of New Orleang moved on, and while Power was still eonveyving
Caronilelet’s overtures to Wilkinson, o treaty was signed af Mualrid, October 20, 1795, by which the Mississippi
was declared free to the people of the United States, aud New Orleans beeame a port of deposit for three years,
free of duty or any charge on produce or merehandise, beyond “a fair price for the hire of the stores” where
they might be deposited. This privilege was to be renewed at the expiration of the three years, or transferred
to some “equivalent eatablishment™ on the river banl, :'I:l'l!ll]‘llil];_’: as the }{,it:g'ﬁ interest should require. The
American was gradually closing in upon the foremost object of his desire.  That this was recoguized as the troe
interest of New Orleans iz shown in the faet, that thongh transit shipments were thus made duty free, the revenues
of the eustom-house aggregated, in 1795, double those of the preceding year.

Still, Carondelet, nnder varions pretexts, continued to hold the territory coneede d to the United States on the
east bank of the Mississippi, temporizing with their anthorities throngh the ageney of General Gayoso de Lamos,
the commissioner for effecting the transfer, spending money freely to procore the treaszon of unscrupulous
Americans, and strengthening Lis fortilications not only against the federal commanders, but against the western
settlers who had filled np the conntry, and the imminent probability of another threatened invasion from Canada.

Yet, even nnder so tronbled a political sky, the commerce of New Orleans steadily increased. War with France
Daud displaced the foreign trade which Bordeanx, Mavseilles, amd Xantes had so long monopolized, and had thrown
it largely into American ports, although not a little harassed by French privateers infesting the Gulf of Mexico.
One of these, in October, 1795, seized, and for eight days held, the post at fhe mouth of the Mississippi, evacunating
and destroying it only on the approach of troops from New Ovleans; awd after hostilities between Franee and Spain
Il eeased, a number of American vessels, seized in the Gulf, were taken to New Orleans, the vessels and their
cargoes sold, and the erews maltreated.

At length all schemes against the Union having failed, and every pretext for delay being exhansted, Gayoso,
who, in Auganst, 1797, had sneeeeded Carondelet as governor of Lenisiana, yielded to the irvesistible pressore of
United States oflicers, acting under the onders of Wilkinson, and in Mareh, 1795, abandoned by stealth, rather
than surrendeved, the tervitory so long anjustly retained from the states.

But New Orleans still remained a subject of ill-feeling.  While the long delays lately terminated had been
taxing the patience of the western people, the three years’ term, during which New Orleans might be nsed as a port
of deposit, was drawing toward its close, and before the year 17958 could expire, the exasperated Americans found
the city again closed against them by the Spanish intendant, Morales.  Not ouly so, but the plain letter of the late
treaty was ignored, and no other point on the river was assigned to take the place of the elosed port.

The indignation and resentment aroused in the people of the United States, and in the government as well,
was energetic and profoand, and seeret preparations were at onee set on foot by President Adams, for an expedition
against New Orleans with an overwhelming force. According to an excellent authority, the West could have sent
azainst it between 2000000 and 30,000 men. The two facts that seom to have arrested the movement, wers the
contemplated retivement of the President from office at the elose of his term, then drawing near, and by and by
the disavowal of the intendant’s action by his government and its restoration of the suspended privilege.

Meanw llili.‘.:, another eve was turned covetonsly 1 H Lomisiana, and in the last vear of the century it became
the settled, secret policy of both the French republic and the American to aecquive that vast, bot to Spain
unremunerative and indefensible, provinee.  The opportunities and the genius of the first consul enabled Lim (o
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move with the superior celerity, On the first of Oetober, 1500, the Spanish king privately entered into certain
agreements with the Freneh republic by which, on the 21st of Mareh, 1501, Louisiana passed seeretly into the hands
of Bonaparte, in exechange for the petty Ltalian Kingdom of Etruria, * Franee has eut the knot,” wrote Minister
Livingston to Secretary Madison, when in November, 1502, the secret was no longer nnknown.

Yet the Spanish domination continued still beyond this date, and it was not until the 26th of Mareh, 1503, that the
French colonial prefect, Lanssat, lamded in New Orleans, specially commissioned to prepare for the expected
arrival of General Vietor, in commanid of a large by of troops destined for the ocenpation of the provinee, anid
to arrange for the establisliment of a new form of government,

Governor Gayvoso had died of yellow fever in 17990, He had been sneceeded by the Marquis of Casa Calvo, and he,
in June, 1500, by Don Juan Mannel de Saleedo. The il]!l'TI:'l.'lIIT, :'-I:}rnl{rr:, Il w=ed every measare permitted him
to diseonpage American immigration amd hamper American commeree in the river, both of which had become objects
of dreaud.  Privileges granted when immigration was desived had been withdrawn,  In October, 1802, the overzgealons
intendant had again suspended the rvight of deposit, and even eut off all commereial intercourse beyond the mere
navigation of the river to amd from foreizgn markets, amd, six months alter, the king again diseountenanced the
provecding,

On the 18th of May, 1803, Casa Calvo—sent from Havana for the purpose—jointly with Governor Saleedo,
procliaimed the coming surrender aml its eontemplated terms, and they held themselves in readiness for the hourly
expected arrival of General Vietor,  Instead of him came a romor paintul to Lanssat and inceredible to the Creoles,
who lad so lately received the news of the cession to France with the liveliest delight, and about the last of July,
1503, a vessel from DBondeanx brought the official avnonneement that, on the 300h of the preceding April,
Lousiana had been purehased by the United States,

On the dl1st of Ovtober, Congress anthovized the President to take possession of the ceded terrvitory, On
the S0th of November, with troops deawn op in line onthe Place 4" Arines, and with diseharges of artillery, Saleedo,
in the hall of the eabildo, delivered to Lanssat the kevs of New Orleans, and Casa Calve deelared the people of
Louisiana absolved frow their allegianee to the king of Spain.  From a flagstafl in the square the Spanish colors
descended, the Prench took their place, and the domination of Spain in Louniziana was at an eml.

(n .'lullulul:ll'I.', the 20th of “l,"ﬂrmluﬂ‘, 150G, with =imilar ceremonies, Lanssat turned the 'Erl':n'i]u'u anid 1he I-n',l:'.'l.'ﬁ of
itz port over to Commizsioners Claiborne and Wilkinson,  The French tricolor, which had Hoated over the Place
dPAvmes for the short space of twenty days, gave place to the stars and stripes, amd New Orleans was an
ricin fowi. .

A FRARCO-SPANISH AMERICAN CITY.

Within o period of ninety-one years Lonisiana had ehanged hands zix times. From the diveet authority of
Lomis XIV it had been handed over, in 1712, to the eommereial dominion of Anthony Crozat.  From Crozat it
passed, in 1717, to the Compagnie de 'Oceidenty from the company, in 1731, back to the ondelegated anthority of
the government of Franee; from Franee, in 1762, to Spaing from Spain, in 1301, back again to Franee; and at
length, in 1503, from France to the United States, Compared with the last of these, the earlier transfers loge even
that prominence which is their due, and in the history of the Mississippi valley, the significant transaction whicl
stamds at the opening of the present century, indicating the emanecipation from the service and bargainings of
European masters, needs no other distinetive name than that eommonly given it, the Cession,

At the time of this event New Orleans liad been under the nndisputed sway of Spain for thirty-fonr years.  In
the carly part of” this period its interests ld Inswished, and for many years it had made bot indifferent progress,
Daving the first four years, according to the statements of Governor Unzaga, awd allowing even for careless
understatement, the natural increase of its population had been entirely neutralized by emigration.

With concessions to commeree came a certain advanee,  In 1735, the sixteenth vear of Spanish domation, an
official census showed a population within the walls of New Orleans of 4,950 persons, an inerease of 56 per cent.,
and oot ber, three years Later, in 17588, of 5,358 somls, or o total increase for the nineteen years of G7 per cent,

This seems to have been priveipally a natural inerease.  Certain importations had been made of agrieulturists
from Malaga, the Canavy islands, asd Nova Seotia; but except a very few, these remained only momentarily in
New Orleans, and then passed on into the rural distriets.  Even that Ameriean immigration, which it later beeame
the poliey of Spain to foster, though it peopled the provinee with thousands of new comers, added to the population
of Mew Orleans only a few scores of mereantile ploneers, sometimes with families, but oftener withont,  In 1775
and 1779 Count Galvez required all residents of New Orleans, who had come from the British colonies (United
Colonies), to swear allegianee to Spain; and the whole number that did so was but 170,

The British traders whom O'Reilly ejected, in 1769, either returned or were suceceded by others,  The freedom
given in 1782 to trade with Franee, brought in some Frenel merchants, and a few years later the Freneh revolution
drove many royalists to Louisiana, a few of whom no donbt took refuge in New Orleans, with their tamilies, aml
goods.  Some Germans and Italians seem also to have been received into the srowing town., strageling in in the
fugitive way eommon in seaports, and finding place according to the commercial and industrial needs of the port.
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The insarrection in St. Dominga, in 1701, eansed some refugees from that island to settle in New Ohrleans, and in
this way came the first theatrieal tronpe that ever played in Lounisiana, Buot the accession was trivial, by reason
of a regulation promptly adopted, prohibiting the importation of slaves from the countries where they had revolted.
Toward the close of the Spanish tenure, the inflow of Americans became more considerable, and made its way azainst
all royal obstructions, a watter always possible and often easy, throngh the laxness or the corruption of the colonial
ollicials,

However—amd although in 18035 the population of New Orleans, with its suburbs, had reached the nnmber of
10,000 sonls—the great majority of the white inhabitants was still Creole.  For even in the provinee at large,
where the proportion of aliens was greater than in the city, a contemporary anthority states, that the Creoles were
three-fourths of the inhabitants.  As to the numbers of the Spanish element, it is a singular, but authentic fact,
that ontside of government circles there were bt fow,

The eity was fast becoming one of the chief seaports of America, In 1802, 158 American, 104 Spanish, and 3
French merchantmen, in all 265, aggregating a total of 31,241 register tons, sailed from her harbor loaded. The
tonmage entering port during the first six months of 1803, indicated an inerease over the vear before of over 37 per
cent.  The products of the provinee alone, exported through its metropolis, exceeded 22,000,000 value, Its imports
reached the snm of 22.5000000; 34000 bales of cotton; 4,500 hogsheands of sugar; 800 casks—equivalent to 2,000
barrels—of molasses; riee, peltries, indigo, lnmber, and sundries, to the valne of £500,0005 50,000 barrels of flour;
3,000 barrels of beef and pork; 2,000 hogsheads of tobacen, and smaller guantities of corn, butter, hams, meal, lard,
beans, hides, staves, andl :-ur:Ingv 11:!:-:.*-1'1,!1', in 1502, across the ;Ill‘t':ltl:l.' famons levee,

Under the river banl, just above the eorporation limits of the town, * within ten steps of Tehoupitoulas street,”
where Lamd has sinee formed and brick stores now cover the spot to several sgnares depth, the fleets of barges
and flatboats from the West moored and unloaded, or retailed their contents at the water's edze.  Farther down
and immediately abreast of the town, between the upper lmits and the Place d’Armes, the shipping lay, to the
number of twenty or more vessels of from 100 to 200 tons burthen, bauled elose np and made fast to the
bank, where they reccived and discharged “with the same ease as from a whari™.,  Still farther down, beyond
the sgquare and the market, and opposite the government warehouse, was the mooring place of the vessels of
WAT.

The town, at thiz date, had filled and overflowed its original bonndaries.  From the masthead of o ship at the
levee, one looked down upon a gatheving of feom 1,200 to LA dwellings, or say 4,000 roofs of all kinds and sizes ; those
near by, generally two, and often three, stories from the grouwd, covering substantial brick honses, and themselves
covered with halfevlindrieal or fat tiles or with slates; those furiher on, bebimd the first few sirects in front, of
two or a single story height, of shingles, broad, outstretehed at times over spacious dwellings and environing
veraudahs, and rendered picturesque with dormer windows and squave belvederes.  Such honses as these were
almost always elevated, on pillars, over open or latticed basements of from S to 15 feet height above the groand.
The homes of the poor, amd of wany who were well-to-do, were of the humblest exterior, with apartments on the
ground, and were seattered indiseriminately among the rest or hovered on the ontskivts,  Muoeh greenery brightencd
the tableanx, whether the season was snmmer or winter, and a line of watery, grass-entangled min, surrounding
al', marked the line of fortifications which Carondelet’s suceessors had allowed to tumble to wreelk.

Immediately before the eye, a steeet’s width bevond the bottom of the Place d*Armes, stood the secnpied bub
wilinizhed eathedral, lacking those quaint, white Spanish towers and that central beliry which, in 1514 and 1524,
were adlded to it. At the left of it the old hall of the eabildo rose over its heavy half-Moorish arcade, undisfignred
then by the Freneh roof which at present distorts its architecture.  On either side of the square were the fashionable
retail stores, in two long, unbroken, single story rows.  Other stractures remained here and there—the government
leou=e, the barracks, the hospital, the convent of the Ursulines—anchanged features of the earlier French town,

The straight and fairly spacions streets were unpaved, ill-drained, amd filthy, poorly lighted and often
impassable to vehicles, by reason of the wire.  The unpaved sidewalks were commonly bordered by wooden ways
of 4 or 3 feet width, while a few in the heact of the town had narrow walks of brick,

Along these walks and throngh these streets, the people moved busily to and fro and in and out, with the
activity illllit:ii[illg the life of a commercial port. Toulouse, 5t Peter, Conti, St. Lonis, Royale, Chartres streets,
amd the levee, were the seencs of brisk negotistions and the receipts and deliveries of merchandise.  The restless
American was especially conspicuons, and, with the Englishman amld the Irishman, composed the great majority
of the commercial class.  The Frenclunen, except a small number of enltivated people, had subsided into the retail
trade, or the mechanical callings, The Spaniads, beyond the military and civil service, were senerally T ble
Catalans, keepers of shops amd of vumberless low cabaret=, which oceupied almost every stoeet corner. While
the Creoles songht office and military commission, raled society, lent money, sometimes at 12 per cent. per annnin,
amdd sometimes at 14 or 2 per cent. per month, and took but a secondary part in that commercial life from which
wis already springing the future greatness of New Orleans.

Nor can this be regarded as strange, when aceonnt is taken of one or two relative facts. Their illiteracy, their
non-appreciation of toil—a sentiment which had become traditional—and other disadvantageous characteristics,
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might easzily have given way before the change of cirenmstanees and the allurements of wealth; but the Anglo.
Saxon ocenpation of the Mississippi valley, and the superior ability of England and the Atlantic states over France
and Spain, to take the products of that entire valley and to supply its wants, gave such overwhelming advantages
to the incoming American, English, or Trish merchants, that the ill-equipped and uncommereial Creole was fortanate
to secure even a snbordinate mereantile rank in the city of his birth,

As they were the holders of the urban and suborban real estate, they had began, with the vigorons eommercial
impulse and immigration of the last deeade, to figure as the sellers of lots and as ventiers.  The Jesuits’ plantation
of 32 arpents front, confiscated in 1763, had been pareeled out into tive portions.  In 1753 an inheritor of 12 arpents
front of this tract, a lady who had been a widow Deslondes, and had been married again to Bertrand Gravier, laid
ot a line of squares along part of this front on the line of Tehoupitoulas road (street), from the upper boundary of
the Terre Commune, still recognizable in the name of Common street, to the lower boundary of o tract owned by
one Delord, the line of the present Delord street.  She called the prozpective settlement Villa Gravier, A few
years later she died; her husband extended the partition of streets, squares, and lots to the farther side of
&t Clharles street, and in ber memory gave them the name of Fanbourg St Marie.  The names of ils streets still
repeat points in its history, Gravier street perpetnating the memory of the fanbourg’s founder, Delord, Foucher,
andl others continuing those of his fellow capitalistz. Poydras had bonght the spot which became the corner of
Tehoupitoulns amd Poydreas; Clande Girod another, that of Tehoupitoulas and Girvod ; another corner beeame the
property of a free woman of eolor, Julie Fortier, and the street running back from it, Julia street.

The Terre Commane was o government reservation, retained on acconnt of the fortifications along which it lay,
and also for a public rond running back from the river. Itz long triangular form, with the apex on the river front,
resulted from the upper bonndary of the town aad the lower line of the plantation having been drawn perpendienlar
to the ehanging direetions of the river bank. The same explanation applies to the various other fan-shaped
sections added, from time to time, to the growing city.  Calle del Almazen, otherwise the rue dr Megoazing rendered
in English not severely Storehouse street, but Magazine street, took its title from an immense tobaceo warelionse—
donbtless the place of deposit of the Kentueky tobaceo—upon which the street’s lower end abntted, very near the
gite of the present custom-honse,  Midway between Poydras and Givod streets, behind Magazine, lay a campo de
segroex, a slave camp, probably of the cargoes of Guinea slaves,  The street that ent throngh it beeame, and has
ever sinee continned to be, the ealle de Campo—Camp street. . Next belbind it the Spanish sovercign was remembered
in 8t Charles street; the next, Brigeetesie, indicating the road to a brick-vard, and another still beyvond called
Saleedo, were opened and named later than those in front, most probably by Jean Gravier, the son of Bertrand,
amid before the cession had ehanged their names to those which they bear to-day, in honor of Carondelet and his
wife, the Daronnee,

Maunnsell White relates that in Aungust, 1501, when he fivst arvived in the port of New Orleans and went ashore
in Poyvdras street, the Ganbonrs St Marie con=iste:]l of ive honzes,  The whole S]MLee Detween Common and l’ul'n'ull‘:lﬁ.,
from Magazine to Carondelet street, was appropriated for raising vegetables, and the site of St Charles Hotel was
the cottame sarden of am “oul Mr. Perey ™.

Other fanbourgs were springing np, or about to spring up, beyond the various gates amd walls. The high
roofs of the avistoceatic suburel, St John, conld be seen stretehing away among its groves of evergreen alongs=ide the
Dayon road, and by amd by elustering into a village near where a bayon bridge still crosses the stream, some 200
yards below the site of the old one,

Just ln*}'l}lul il parapets of Fort St. Joseph L'l_'l.' the basin and canal Carondelet., 'rlli'}' had been allowed to
fall into neglect, and had shoaled 20 that the larger evaft had to stop at the village of St Jobn in the bayow; yet it
was still in wse by the smaller eett, and in the basio, eanal, and bayon torether there aseresated, in 1802, 500
arrvivals of small halldecked vessels and sehooners, of from S to 50 tons  burden, bringing the cattle amd  prodoce
of the pine foresis from the lake amd golf eoasts of Bast and West Flovida.,

While the colony’s trade was with Franee—1732, and following—Xew Orleans Creoles, without fortune, leaned
much to mereantile life, for which they considered reading and writing in the French tongue the only edneation
NECE=EEAry, amd toward the emd of that ti1|:|4.r, in 17558, there were eight schools teaching these twao rudiments, attemded
by some 400 children, abont one-fonrth or one-fifth the pumber that might have enjoyed these limited benefits,
The cducational results of Spanish roval patronage were little better than lndicrons,  In 1772, there came from Spain
Don Avdreas Lopez de Avmesto, Don Pedro Arvagon, Don Mannel Diag de Lara, and Don Feaneiseo de In Calena,
to fonml a school.  “No pupil,” writes Governor Miro, “ever presented himself for the Latin class; a few eame to
b tanght reading and writing only; these never exceeded thivty, and frequently dwindled down to six™  The fire of
1738 dlestroved the school-liouse and reduced the attendance from 23 to 12, and Don Andreeas Almonaster’s ofler to
build another house, at a cost of 6,000, seems never to have been acted on.

The (Illl}' other schools were the schools of viee, and the only other preventive of moral decadence was, toward
the lose of the Spanizh tenure, a system of police, possessing the questionable merit of indiscriminate severity.
Assemblages of more than eight persons were not allowed, and every citizen of New Orleans was required to be and
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remain indoors by nine o'clock at night, the hoar of shutting the gates; quadroon women were forbidden to wear
Jjewelry, and were required to keep their hair bonmd up in a kerchief, The condition of affairs was none the better,
for the fact that this system was sometimes harshly and sometimes feebly administered,

A standand historieal writer npon Louisiana, while giving many of the foregoing and similar facts, yet states
that “ageravated erimes were rare in Louisiana ™, and there is a certain way of understanding the remark whieh
may make it applicable to New Ocleans.  For where so many of the crimes against society went nneondemned and
even approved by the popular voice; where the duelling-ground was free to all and accepted by all; where license
was almost as broad as the licenfionsness that sought it; where the slave and the quadroon castes were practically
powerless for offense or defense, and where erimes against them were scarce accounted misdeeds, save on some
uncnt page of the statute-boolk; the nnmber of what were set apart in the estimation of society as “aggravated
erimes” conld hardly be Javge, and i need not seem surprising it the unfortanate people of a city so afllicted with
evil influences and their painful resulis, were generally nneonscions of a reprehensible state of affairs, and preserved
their selfrespect and a prowd belief in their moral excellenee.

In outward appearanee the Creoles had become the handzome, well-knit race that the freedom of their natoral
surronndings woulid have been expected to produce.  OF a complexion lacking color, yet free from the sallowness of
the Indies, there was a much larger proportion of blondes among them than is commonly snpposed.  Generally their
hair was of a chestuut or but little deeper tint, exeept that in the city a Spanish tincture now amd then asserted
itself in black hair and eyes.  The women were fair, of symmetrical form, with pleasing features, lively, expressive
eyes, well-ronnded throats, amd saperh hair; vivacious, yet decorons in manver, and exceedingly tasteful in dress,
adorning themselves with beantitnl effect in draperies of muslin enriched with embroideries and mueh garnitare of
lace, but with the more moderate display of jewels, which indicated a community of limited wealth. They wera
muel superior to the men in quickpess of wit, and exeelled them in amiability and in many other good qunalities.
The more pronounced faults of the men were generally those moral provineialisms which travelers recount with
undoe impatience; they are zaid to have been coarse, boastlul, vain, and they were, also, deficient in energy and
appiication, and without well-divected ambition, unskillful in handicraft, doubiless entirely throngh negligence,
and totally wanting in that community feeling which begets the stady of reciproeal rights and obligations, amd
reveals the individuals advantaze in the promotion of the common interest,  Hence, the Creoles were fonder of
pleasant fictions regarding the salubrity, beanty, sod advantages of their town, than of measares to justify their
aszsumptions,  Easily inflamed, they were as ecasily discouraged, thrown into confusion and subdned, and they
expemded the best of their energies in trivial pleasores, especially the masque and the danee; yet they were kind
parents, affectionate wives, tractable children, and enthusiastic patriots,

FROM SURJECTS TO CITIXZENS,

It is recorded of the Creoles of New Orvleans, that as they stood upon the Place d'Armes amd saw the standard
of o people whose national existence was a mere twenty years’ expevimeni, taking the place of that tricolor
on which perched the glory of a regenerated France, they wept. :

Dounbiless there were men there not too old to be still in active life, who had even participated in the defiant
repudiation of the first cession by foree of arms. The difference between the two attitndes is strongly indicative
of the difference between the two events.  The eavlier transfer came to the people loaded with disadvantages amd
tyrannons exactions: the Iater eame freighted with long-coveted benefits, and with some of the most priceless
rizhts of man,  This secomd transition, therefore, while it might arouse the tenderest regrets in hearts that had just
rekindled with their old love of Franee, and although it foreed them into eivil and political fellowship with the
Amdricain, the object of their special antipathy, could not exasperate and inflame the puldic mind with the sense
of ontrage which had been prodoeed by the fivst.

Nor cold they long be entirely blind to the contrast between the twe periods; O'Reilly had established a
rovernment whose ouly excellenee lay in its strengih; Claiborne came to set up a power whose only strength lay
in its excellence.  His task was difficult, principally becanse it was to be done among a people distempered by the
earlier rule and diligently wrongeht npon by ilttl‘iglling Prenclumen and Sp:llli.‘sll oflicials.

To such a community, thns excited, the wisest measures, equally with the most obvions mistakes, were the
sulijects of wordy resentment,  The introduetion of the English language, and of a not undne proportion of American
appointees into the new courts and the public oflices, the suppression of disorder in the public balls at the point of
the bayonet, a supposed partiality for Americans in eases at law, the personal eharacter of officials, the governor's
ignovance of the rench tongue, his large olficial powers, the alleged bad habits of Wilkinson, the seareity of
money, from the cessation of the anmual supply of government funds from Vera Cruz, the formation of American
militi companices, amd their indiscreet parades in the streetsa—such were the materials with which was seon
kindled o serions degrees of excitement.,

On the 26t of March, 1304, Congress passed an aet dividing the provinee into two parts on the thirty-third
parallel of latitude, the present northern boundary of Louisiana, and establishing for the lower portion a distinet
territorial government, under the title of the territory of Orleans.  The act was to go into effect in the following
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October. One of its provisions was the interdiction of the slave-trade. The Creoles heard of it with the
liveliest disrelish. Indignation reigned on every side, insarrectionary sentiments were placarded on the corners
of the streets, the crowd copied them, and pubilic officers, in attempting to remove them, were driven away.

Bat at this point, the power of a government which allowed free speeeh and free opinion to expend itself
unmaolested, is seen in the fct that unlawful demonstration went no farther.  The benevolent amd patient Claiborne
recognized in these symptoms an insurrection only of the aflections, azainst a foreed alienation from that France
which had .ever been the sonrce of all inspiration, the mutiny of o hanghty people’s pride against the unfecling
barter of their fealty,  Plainly there was not so muoeh a determination of the will that Ameriean domination shoald
not continne, as a simple belief of the heart that it would not, and it was not the government, bot only some of its
measnres, that was eausing so much heat.

The inference is strong that in this new commercial city, the merchant who, in 1763, had led the people in
revolt against legalized ruing saw plainly that the unweleome American rule hald bronght him out of commercial
gerfilom, and that as a port of the United States, and only as such, his crescent ity eonld enter npon the great
futnre which was hers in vietne of her geographical position.

Indeed, the majority of merchants, as has been shown, were alveady Americans. As to other intluential
branches of the commumity, it was soon plain that they were not entively Dlind to the advantages awaiting them
uniler the new domination.  For while they still clung to the delusion of @ French or Spanish recession, they
presently began to make impatient, if not imperions, demand for the rights of American citizens, az pledged to
them in the terms of the treaty. The error made thirty-six years before, of appealing to the country that had cast
them off, was not repeated; bt when in June amd Joly three public meetings were held, ealled tozether by some of
the most influential private citizens of the terrvitory and eity, it was to memorialize the American Congress, not to
reseind the treaty of cession, bt for the veeall of an action which seemed to them likely to delay their admission
into the Union, Tt is highly characteristic of their provineial short-sightedness, that the committee appointed to
bear this important, bhat vain, appeal to Congress, was composed of MM. Derbigny, Sanvé, and Destréhan, two
Frenchmen and a Creole,

On the 1st of Oetober the territorial government went into operation.  Claiborne was still retained as governor,
The division of the provinee, the establishment of the legislative conncil by presidential appointment instead of by
the votes of the people, the nullifieation of certain Spanish land-grants and an oflicial reinspection of all titles, were
aceepted, if not with paticnee, at least with a certain characteristie grace, which the Creole is wont to assume before
the inevitable; bot the lessons of the French and the Spanish rale were not to be unlearned in o day, and his respect
was not always fortheoming toward laws that conld be opposed or evaded,  “This eity,” wrote Claiborne, * requires
a striet police; the inhabitants arve of vavions deseriptions—many ighly respectable, and some of them very
degenerate. The attempt of a sherift and posse to arrest a Spanish- officer was prevented by 200 men; swords
were drawn, and the resistance ceazed only on the appearance of a detachment of United States troops,  Above
all, the slave trade, which the protesting delegates had pepresented to Congress as “all-important to the very
existence of their countrey ™, was diligently persisted in throngh lakes Borgne, Pontebarvtrain, awd Maurepas, the
bayon Barrataria, and many other inlets in the labyrinthian coast-line of the gulfmarshes.

The labors of the legislative conncil began on the dth of December. A charter of incorporation was given by
it to the city of New Orleans, which constituted “all free white inhabitants of New Orleans a body corporate, by
the name of the mayvor, aldermen, and inhabitants®,  There were fourteen aldermen.  The city was divided into
four wards,  The charter went into operation early in Mareh, 15305, and in the election of Hwese aldermen the people
of New Orleans, for the first time in her history, exercized the vight of suffrage.

The season of amusements was free from the hickerings of the previons winter, The profest o ﬁil-:til::l agrainst
the cession had long been formally withdrawn, the insinuations and intrignes of her officials, who lingered in Lonisiana,
were withont material effeet, and on the last day of the year the governor had veported a gratifying state of order
in New Orleans,

The petition to Congress, which had not come before that body notil the 4th of January, 1305, was, in the
main, a8 has been intimated, ineffectaal. Yet it received some consideration, and on the 20 of March, with many
safeguards and limitations unwelcome to the chafling Creoles, the right was accorded them to elect a honse of
representatives.  Thus gl':l:lllal"}' aml suardedly the government began to open before them the wide (reedom of
American citizenship. The same act empowered them *to form for themselves a constitution and state government
as zo0m as the free population of the territory shonld reach 60,000 zouls, in order to be admitted into the Union ™.

The conrse of affairs eontinued to be marked by o certain feverishness rather than by prominent evenis.  War
between Great Britain and Spain, and the opening of Havana to nentral vessels, stimulated the commereial activity
of New Orleans; but the pertinacious presence of Casa Calve, Morales, and other Spaniards (whom Claiborne
Wi ﬁll}l"_\' compellad to foree away i1k i"'l*lil|'LI1'1|,'_1|.'1 1506G), the romors which they Kept alive, the 4'1|l]'|t'i_"|tl'll:~:iu!| of war
with Spain, the doubt as to the resultant attitude of the Creole and European population, the malignant enmity of
sundry American maleontents led by the younger Daniel Clark, and a fierce quarrel in the ehurch, between the viear-
general and the pastor of the eathedral, with their respective parties, kept the public mind in a perpetnal ferment.

Stilly in all this restiveness and discord, there was an absence of revolutionary design. The community, whose
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planting, springing, and gradnal development have been so studiously and minutely followed in the foregoing pages,
Lhadl at length undergone its last transplanting, and taken root in American privileges and principles. From this
point its interesting history, 1‘1*|r|+'h‘. with the incidents of war, fire, pest i.h'n-.-v,, bilood, eommereial agrrandiz2ment
amd decay, as it will be shown to be, may offen be treated with comparative cursoriness, which could not be indulged
in while studying the canses of its existence and the origin awd growth of its pecaliar people,

Of this people Claiborne, in November, 1806, was able to write, allnding to the seditions plot which is next to
be considered : = Were it not for the calumnies of 2ome Frenchmen who are among ns, amd the intrizues of a few
ambitions, nnprincipled men, whose native language is English, T do believe that the Lonisianians would be very
soon the most zealons and faithful members of our republie”

BUERR'S CONSPIRACY.

On the 26t day of June, 1305, the IL‘ arrived in the port of New Orleans from the West “an elegant barge”,
equipped with ©“sails, colors, and tl*n oars”, manned by “a sergeant and ten able, faithful haods®, and carrying a
single passenger. He wias the bearver of letters from General Wilkinson, introducing him in the city, and one,
specially, to Daniel Clark, stating that “this great and honorvable man wonld commmnicate to him many things
improper to letter, and which he wounld not say to any other”. Governor Claiborne wrote to Secretary Madison,
wColonel Burr arrived in this city on this evening.” e remained in New Ul'!l'zl!m ten or twelve days, receiving
mueh social attention, and then left for St Lonis, expressing his intention to retorn in the following Oetober.

During the winter of 1305="06 the seeming imminence of war with Spain indnesd the governor to make =och
diligent preparations for defense as his meager resonrees allowed, amd he natorally thonght it strange that at such
a juneture General Wilkinzon should, from only 220 serviceable troops in the city, remove to Mississippi territory
af entive company, lnt, foreed to look to his Creole militia a2 2 sourvee of reliznce, he was pleazed to see them throw
off, momentarily, their habitual apathy, and to hear from them expressions of patriotiec ardor, The city banks
contaimed at Ilml‘ times gome 22,000,000, and with good reazon he feared that it wonld attract the cupidity amd aronse
the enterprise of its enemies.  The real danger, however, lurked where it was little snspected, for as yet he probably
knew nothing of the dark plot for the plunder of New Orleans and the conguest of Mexico, growing in the mind of
the man in whose honor he had himself, o few months before, spread a public banguet.

The expulsion of Casa Calvo and Morales, on the st and 15th of Febroary, 15046, incréased the ill-feeling
between the United States amd Spain.  On the 15th of March the Spanish governor on the east of the territory
forbade the future transmission of United States mails through his provinee, and on the western border, at the
river Sabine, the Spanish-American officials began a show of armed muster and aggression. The upright young
patriot who governed at New Orleans, passed the spring and sammer in sad perplexity, beset by dangers both
outward and manifest and internal and hidden,  The encroachments of the Spaniards, the fierece enmity of certaim
influential Awmerican vesidents, the mortifying sapineness of the Creoles, for which he was continonally making
exenses, the too hastily saspected sedition of Pére Antoine, the pastor of the eathedral, were not to him more
serions canse of alarm and mortifieation, than the inactivity of the United States forces under the orders of
Wilkinson. '

“My present impression is,” he wrote to the acting governor of Mississippi tervitory, “that all is not right.
I Enow not whom to censure, bat it seems to me that there is wrong somewhere.” -

Even the brighter hopes now and then jnspired by the more generous freaks of an unstable and whimsical
public sentiment, betrayed a touch of pathos.  On the 17th of October he wrote to the Secretary of War: “1 hasten
to announee to you the patriotism of the citizens of New Orleans and its vicinity, At a muster this morning of
the first, zecomd, and fourth regiments of militia, every officer, non-eommissioned officer, aml private present made
a voluntary tender of their services for the defense of the tervitory generally, and more particularly for the defense
of the eity. This display of patriotisin affords me much satisfaction, and has rendered this [day?| among the
happiest of my life.” Within three months he wrote: @ Their enthusiasm has in a greal measare passed away, anl
the society here is now generally engaged in what seems to be a primary object, the aequisition of wealth.”

But unknown equally to the preocenpied money-getters of New Orleans, and to their anxions governor, the
principal danger had passed, Late in the previons September Wilkinson had arrived at Natchitoches, and
Dl taken ehief command of the troops there confronting the Spanizh forees.  On the 3th of October Samnel
Swartwout, an adherent of the bad eanse, brought him a confidential letter from Aavon DBorr, He was received
with much attention, remained eight days, and departed for New Orleans, On the 21st of Oectober Wilkinson
dispatehed a messenger to the President of the United States, bearving a letter, in which the nefarious schemes
believed to e cherished by Aasron Burr were exposed.

Eight days later he effected an arrangement with the Spaniards for the withdrawal of the troops of both
governments from the contested boundary, leaving the question of its final location to be settled by their respective
wovernments, and, dispatehing Major Porter in advanee of him with a force of artificers and a company of 100
soldiers, hastened to New Ovleans,

The arvival of these in<the o ity in November, their early re-enforeement, the lll.tl.'l ivd repairing, monnting, amnd
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equipping of every siege gun and field piece in the town, the preparation of shell, grape, and canister, of buekshot
cartridzes and of harness, the manning of the redoubts, the issue of contracts for palisades and other appointments
of defense, and the prevalence of many rmmors, threw the city into a state of panie.

Wilkinson demanded of Claiborne the proclamation of martial law: “The dangers which impend over the eity
amd menace the laws and government of the United States, from an apauthorized and formidable association,
must be snccessfully opposed at this point, or the fair fabvie of owre independence, parehased by the best blomd of
our country, will be prostrated, and the Godidess of Liberty will take her flight from this globe forever.”

To this request the law-honoring Claiborne declined to accede; but the chamber of commerce of the sity was
ealled together, the plot Inid before them, and 1he resourees and needs of land and naval definse explained.  The
members at onee subseribed several thousand dollars, and recommended a transient embargo of the port for the’
purpose of proeuring sailors,  DBut Wilkinzon presemtly decided to aet withont Claiborne’s eo-operation. T
Claiborne did nor distronst his motives, it was not (om want o adviee from one who did.  The acling governor
of Mississippi territory wrote to him in December:

Sbion b e [ Burr] pass ns, your fade will depend on the -r{l.'nl't’:l'l i‘l\'ilki]]ﬁlm J. not o the colonel. IF I stop Burr, this may Ll 1l
general in his alleginnee to the United States, Dot i Bore passes this tervitory with 2,000 mwen, I have no donbd bat the general will be
your worst ememy.  Be on your gugrd against the wily general.  He is not mueh better than Catiline.  Consider him a traitor, and act
as ift eertain thereof. Yoo may save yourself by it.

Wilkinson, on his part, wrote: 1 believe I have been betrayed, and therefore shall abandon the idea of
temporizing or concealment the woment after I have seenred two perzons now in this city.”  On Susday, the 14th
of December, Dr. Erick Bollman was arrested by order of Wilkingon., On the 16th, when a writ of hedoas
eorpis was obtained from the courts in favor of Dollman and of two oibers, Swartwout and Ogden, who had
been arvested at Fort Adams and were then confined on board a United States bomb-Ketel in the river, opposite
the eity, Bollman was not to be fonnd; no boat could be hired to carry the officer of the conrt to the bomb-keteh,
and on the following day, when one was procured, Swartwout had been removed.  Ogden was sei free, but only to
b vearrested with one Alexander, and held despite writs of halbeas corpus, a powerless writ of attachment against
Wilkinson, and the vain application of the court to the governor to sustain it witii force. The judge resigned, and
the power of Wilkinsen became AUPIEmE,

On the 14th of Januvary, 1507, General Adair, the intimate of Burr, arrived in New Orleans unannounced,
stating that Colonel Bure, nnattended save by a servant, would be in the cify in three days.  The same alternoon
his hiotel was snrrounded by 120 regulars, commanded by one of Wilkinson’s aids, by whom he was arrested at the
dinner table. He was put in confinement and presently sent away, The troops beat to arms, adoree of regulars
amd militia paraded the streets of the tercified city, and Joudge Workman, the issuer of the late writs, and two
otbiers, Ferr and Bradtord, were thrown into confinement.  Bradford was at onee veleased, however, amd Worlman
and Kerr were set at liberty the next day on writs from the United States district court. At this inopportune moment
a Spanish foree of 400 men, from Pensacola, arvived at the month of bayon St John, a few miles from the eity, on
their way to Baton Rouge.  Their commander asked of Claiborne, for himself and soite, the privilege of passing
through New Orleans.  They were promptly refused.

On the 22d of January the legislative council, which had convened ten days before, addressed the governor,
disclaiming for the Creoles all participation and sympathy in the treazon which threatened their peace aml safety,
but boldly expressing their intention to investigate the “extraordivary measnres” of Wilkinson “and the motives
which had indueed them, and to represent the same to the Congress of the United States™,

On the 25th of -]."ll:ll'l.:l]'_'l.' news was received that |=lll‘1',, having arvived at a point near Natceheg with fonrteen
DBoats and 80 or 100 men, had been met by o large detachment of Mississippi militia, arrested, taken to Natehez, and
released on bond to appear for trial at the next term of the tervitorial court.  He left the territory, however: the
governor of Mississippi offered a veward of 22,000 for his apprehension, and on the 3d of March word came to New
Orleans announecing his rearrest at Fort Stoddart, Alabama.

About the middle of May Wilkinson sailed from New Orleans to Virginia, to testify in that noted trial which,
thongh it did not eventuate in the conviction of Aaswon Buore, made final wreek of the treasonable designs
attributed to him, and restored public tranguillity,

. THE WEST INDIAN IMMIGREATION.

The fact, that in the |u-riml between the cession aml the taking of the United States census ol ]ﬂl!]* the l"“_\."
more than donbled its population, has given color to the erroneous impreszion, that there ocenrred as early as this a
large influx of Americans.  This was not the case, >

I 151k, the third year after the cession, the whole nnmber of white inhabitants in New Ovleans, whose language
was not French or Spanish, comprised but 350 men capable of bearing arms,  If allowanee is made for the fact that
many of these were most likely newcomers and nnmarried, the whole number of sonlz represented by these 550
able-bodied wen cau i:.']l‘tl]}" be estimated to have excee:ded LAon,  In 1505 the ]m]:l.il;l,[iun of New Orleaus was over
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one fourth that of the whole population of those portions which became the territory of Orleans. A like proportion
in the census of 1306, would show a population in the city not less than 12,000, of which about three-fifths, or 7,000,
were white. There were, therefore, only about 14 Americans in each 75 white—133 per cent., or 12 per cent, of the
whole popalation.

Between 1506 and 1509, the total American immigration to the whole territory was searcely 2,400 persons, and
the American population within the city most likely did not rise above a total of 3,100, Yet the United States
eensus, taken in the following year, showed an entire population in New Orleans and its precinets of 24,552, The
American elewent, therefdre; was a very inconsiderable part of the whole, at least as to numerical value, and the
source of increase must be looked for in an opposite divection.

The wars of Napoleon had provoked the descent of hostile expeditions upon varions islands of the French West
Indies, and bronght much distress npon their inhabitants.  In Cuba large numbers of white and mulatto refugees,
who, on the oceasion of the insurrection in St, Domingo, had eseaped across to Cuba with their slaves, were now,
by the state of war between Franece and Spain, foreed again to become exiles,  Within sixty days, between the 19th
of May and the 15th of July, 15040, 34 vessels from Cuba brought to New Orleans over 1,500 whites, nearly as many
free persons of eolor, and about 2,000 slaves; in all, 5,797 sonls.  Others followed later from Coba, Guadeloupe,
anil other islapds, until they amonnted in fotal to 10,000, There is no record of any considerable number having
retarned hoine after the termination of these wars, or of their leaving New Ooleans to settle elsewhere.

The ties of a common religion, a common tongue, and a common political sentiment, with what probably seemed
to many a similarity of misfortunes, naturally made the Creoles of the West Indies welecome to the Creoles of
Louisiana. To these they came somewhat in the character of re-enforcements, at a moment when the power of
the “Americains™, few in numbers but potent in energy and in advantages, was looked npon with hot jealousy.

On the other hand, the Americans guite as naturally looked upon these unprofitable raisers of the price of bread
amd of rent with fierce disfavor, They had themselves done little to improve the state of morals or of onder.  Some
hiul come to the region to make their permanent residence there; many more had noe such intention; both sorts
were, alike, simply and only secking wealth. . .

In fact the eity was ill preparved to receive a lavge and sodden acceession to its population, nnless the inereasze
wis to come from some superior source. To re-enforee and fortify the indolent and nnyielding Creoles, intflamed
amld exasperated by the new and untempered national pride and aggressive energies of the Americans, was to
postpone the common harmony which it was so desirable to hasten.  And yet the native Creole element was one of

the best in the community. The Spaniands were very few, being in all probability less in pumber than in 1506,

when the mayer of New Orleans reported their total at 250,  But few as they were, fewer would have heen hetter.
ey are generally of that description,” wrote Secretary Graham to Madizon, “ who would be ready to seize any
moment of disturbance to commit the vilest depredations, and, whether in peace or in war, they are a nuisance to
the country.”  Even the mild Claiborne mentioned them as *for the most part eomposed of characters well suited
for mischievons and wicked enterprises™.

The free people of color were an unaspiring, corrapted amd feeble class, of which little was feared and
nothing hoped.  In numbers they were on the inerease, and from an official report of those among them able to
bear arms in 1806, their whole number in 1309 mnst be estimated at vot owder 2000, The German and Irish
clements had begun to come in, but were inappreciable.  The floating popnlation was extremely bad.  Sailors from
all parts of the world took sides, aceording to the hostile nations from which they came, in bloody street riots and
night brawls, and bargemen, flatboatmen, and raftsmen from the wild regions, not then entirely wrested from the
[ndians, along the banks of the Ohio, Tennessee, and Cumberland rivers, abandoned themselves, at the end of their
Journey, to the most shameful and reckless exeesses, '

A spirit of strife seemed to pervade the whole mass. A newspaper article reflecting upon Napoleon, in 1504,
gave rise to a storm of indignation that had almost ended in o viot, and that led the governor to suspect the French
consul of intriguing with the Creoles. Plays were put upon the theater boards which caused the Ursulines to
appeal to the governor for protection against public derision. Even the humble Pere Antoine, the pastor of the
athedral, was momentarily under suspicion of exercising a seditions inflnence among the people of color.  In 1507
a public nprising was hardly prevented, as the consequence of the action of three yoang oflicers of the navy foreibly
releasing a slave givl who was being punished by her master.

In September of the same yvear ocenrred the * batture riots”, a fierce contest between the public and “some
private claimants, represented by the noted jurist, BEdward Livingston, for the ownership of the sandy deposits
made by the Mississippi river in front of the faubonrg Ste. Marvie, Two distinet ontbreaks ocenrred. In the
seconid, whieh took place on the 15th of September, 1507, the Creoles, ignorving the decizion of the Supreme Court,
rallied by thonsands to the bettwre (as the new 1|{1:|mit:¢ of alluvinm outzide the levee are 1.1“"!"1}, led by the beat of
a drum, and were only quieted and dispersed by the patient appeals of Governor Claiborne, addressed to them on
the spot, and by the recommittal of the contest to the United States courts, in whose annals it is so well known a
cause.  The month of August, 1808, was rendered conspicuous by collisions between American and European
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gailors, who met each other in battle array amnd actoal skirmish on the levee,  The condition of the city became
alarming, and @laiborne wrote to the commander of the United States troops in Mississippd for a re-enforcement
of regulars,

At this time the United States government was preparing for the war which threatened with Transatlantic
powers. Claiborne, thongh anxious to speak well of his people, was forced to confess some lack of confidenco
in the arlor of a popalace that—always rvipe for disturbance—furnizshed no volunteers for war. “You are not
uninformed,” he wrote in 1809, “of the very heterogencous mass of which the society of New Orleans is composed,
England has her partisans; Feedinamd the Seventh some faithful sabjectz; Bonaparte his admivers; and there is
a fonrth deseription of men, commonly ealled Buorrites, who wonld join any standard which wonld promise rapine
amd plunder.” A paper was poblished, devoted to the intercsts of this faction, and koown as La Lanferne
Megigue, whose Plibelous publications against the government and its officers® gave the exeeutive much anxiety,
issned among a people #still for the most part strangers to our government, laws, and langnage”,

Such was the city into which, suddenly—despite the lond hostility of Americans, Eoglish, and Spanish, the
laws ﬂ,;_:.;'l,.lll.\ir the im]ml'[;ﬂi:}u ol slaves, i ;Ippr;l] of Claiborne to the American consuls at Havana gl H;Jnliﬂg{:
de Caba to impede the movement, the point-blank order to the free people of eolor to depart from the territory,
and the actual effort to pot it into exeention—there began to ponr these thonsamds of West Indian exiles; Creoles,
free mulattoes, amd slaves, some with goods and chatiels, others in absolute destitntion, and “many * * = gf
donbttul character and desperate fortuue™, until their numbers abont equaled the oviginal population npon whose
hospitality they were thrown, amd the cost of living daily inereased the numbers of distressed poor.

The readiness with which the three different classes of this immigration dissolved into the corresponding parts
of the New Orleans community, is indicated in the faet, that they never appeared again in the city’s history in
anything like a separate capacity.,  And yet it might be much easier to underestimate than to exaggerate the silent
results of an event that gave the French-speaking classes twice the numerical power with which they had begun to
wage their long battle against Awmerican absorption.

But it was not by the force of mere numbers that the American was either to assert his valoe or to e more than
momentarily cheeked in his peaceful onset.  He confronted the Creole with the power of capital and of an active,
enterprising, practical mind, o vigorous offshoot of’ the greatest commercial nation on the earth; with new aims, a
new tongue, new modes of thonght, new conceptions of the futore desting of New Orleans, and with an ill-disguized
econtempt for the more dignified sentiments and costoms of the ancient Louisianians, he came unasked, proposing
to aceomplish a commercial congnest of their city and tervitory,

The year 1511, therefore, may be set forward to mark a turning point in the history of New Orleans. The
Creole, attained to the climax of comparative numerieal strength, and armed with all the privileges and advantages
with which a free government could invest him, stood forth to give to American civilization the only prolonged
conflict that has ever been maintained against it by a small and isolated community., The course of events now
torned to the advantage of the new New Orleans and its prospective new master.  On the 4th of November, 1511,
a convention, elected by the people of Orleans tervitory, met in New Orleans, and on the 25th of the following
danunary adopted a state constitution; and on the 306h of April, 15312, “ Lonisiana™ was admitted into the Union.

In the meantime an ineident had occurred of even greater Mig!liTi(':ltl{'P_ Sim the 10th of .-':I]I[I:Il"'ll."1 1512, the
inhabitants of New Orleans witnessed the approach of the first vessel propelled by steam™ that navigated the
Mississippi, the “Orleans™ from Pittsburgh.

THE WAR OF 1512-15,

A magnificent fature seemed now to await only a clearer political sky on and across the Atlantie, to lift
and bear New Orvleans forward to an imperial position among the great commercial eities of the world, The
Spanish-American colonics enciveling the Gult of Mexieo, were asserting their independence; the trinmphs of
inventive genins were making cotton one of the worlid's great staples; steam navigation promised a secured and
a mightier frecdom of the Mississippi; and the boundless valley of which New Orleans seemed the only sateway for
commerce, was bidding fair to become the provision-house of the world, and the consumer of an untold wealth of
Evvopean wanufwtares, Bub even the partial realization of these expectations was destined to be forerun by a
geason in which the very existence of the city was threatened, On the 15th of June, 1512, Congress declared
war against Great Dritain,

The persistent effort to make Canada the seat of lhostilities, left New Orvleans virtually andefended, though
surronided amd infested with dangers.  Congress, it is true, authorized the President to bold and oceapy that
part of Florida west of the Perdido river. In 1513, Wilkinson marched to the Mobile, drove the Spaniards out of
Fort Charlotte on the 13th of April, and established a small forfification, Fort Bowyer, on a point of land
Ullll!lllllllllitl;.{ the entrance to Mobile bay, thns removing as far as Pensacola a neighbor only less :rl::i!:t'1j+1ll;1|r||'
than the British. But, this done, he was ordered to the seat of operations on the Canada line, and even a part of
the =mall force of regulars which was in Lowisiana was withdreawn in the same divection,
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The English were already in the Gulf of Meéxico; the Creek Indians were growing offensive; in July, 700 of
them erossed the Perdido, and, on the 13th of September, 350 whites—men, women, and ghildren—were
.massacred at Fort :'ililmllh'_. in lliﬁ:ﬁiﬁ:‘-ippi, and the Creck war set in. Within New Orleans the elements of 1];|1|:|g{-r
were almost equally great.  Bands of dranken Choctaws—a people who, it was constantly feared, would take up
the hatehet amd join the Creelks—roamed throngh the streets. Lafitte and his men, o numerons band of piratical
smugglers, made theiv rendezvons in the neighboring waters of Barataria bay, and appeared daily in the eity's
public resortz. A crevasse overflowed a portion of the town, and ineendiary fives became so eommon as to produce
a profonnd sense of wnsafety throngh this canse alowe,  In the midst of these excitements aml alavms, the battare
trouble again sprang up, and for o time agitated the pablic mind.

Under this condition of affairs, Claiborne, in July and September, ordered the state militia to hold itself ready
to take the fielil_at a moment’s notice, and was much encouraged by the alacrity with which this tasy preliminary
of a sterner duty was performed. Az the antumn wore on the ramors of invasion muoltiplied, relief’ continned still
to be unfurnished, and the commander of nited States forces in Mississippi and Louisiana (the seventh military
distriet), not only assured Governor Claiborne that he eould muaster at most only 700 vegnlars, but, under order
of the resident, made reguisition npon the =tate of Lomisiana for 1,000 militia, to e mustered into the service
of the general government for sis months,

On the 25th of December, 1513, Claiborne ordered the mustering of this guota, Certain roreal parishes at oncee
responded: but New Orvleans as prompily displayed that perfeetly sineere insnbordination of the individual’s liberty
anil |J|'|]'1|'mll to the common welfare or the common convietion., Three or fonr 1-1::]|.]r::lhi('e; {}‘lﬂ}.’ ol the |‘i{j|.' i litise
answered the call.  The vest finmly refused either to volunteer or to be deafted, some at the same time expressing
their entire readiness to do service within the state, while others were ready for duty inzide the limits of the city
and its suburbs, but only by companies, unier their own cfieers, and in suel a way as fo be relieved at short
intervals,

In Febrnary, 1514, 400 militia from the roral distriets having reported in a body at the Magazine barracls,
opposite New Orleans, the governor rénewed his order of the previons December, amd directed that delinguents be
dealt with according to law and military nsage. It was met with®clamorons denuneciation and refusal to obey.
The country militia declined to e mustered in withont the eity militia, amnd volunteered their services to enforee
obedience; this tender came to the knowledge of the ity companies, smd only the disereet refusal of Claiborne to
lean upon any support but the law, averted the mortifying disaster of a battle withont an enemy.  As it was, the
rural military, already welting away by desertion, was disbanded, and the governor, unsupported by the legislaturs
and denounced on all sides az a tyrant, was compelled to report a failore, amiably apologizing for the community
at the last, as being emphatically ready to “tarn ont in ease of actual invasion”. Fortanately, that actual invasion
for which the strangely bt conscientiously lethargeie eity was willing to prepare, whenever it should he obwiously
too late, did not come that spring, nor until the events of the Creek war had brought to view the genios of Andrew
Jackson,

Meantime affairs in New Orleans grew rather worse than better. In March it became necessary for the
governor to suppress a projected filibustering expedition to Texas,  In April, although the national government,
too late for the act to afford relief, had raised the embargo, the New Orleans banks suspended payment.  The same
month brought word of the Bl of Paris and of the alalication of Napoleon, amd of the consequent ability of England
to throw new vigor into the war with Ameriea, and to spare troops for the conguest of Lonisiana.  The knowledge
beeame painfully distinet, too, that while the majority of the people were lamenting at onee the disasters of France
and the fresh dangers of Dritish invasion, there were those in the eity, Spapiands and Englishmen, to whom the
new face of aftairs was entirely welcome,

However, the issae was tast :i":n-l:l,'l:l;lt']lil”_{_ In J “I.T the Creels sued for peace, and a treaty was made with them
on the 9th of Aungust. Abont the same time a number of British officers arvived at Apalachicola, in Florida,
foreranners of an expected wilitary foree.  They brought with them several pieces of artillery. To these some
still disaffected tribes of the Creck nation joined themselves, and were by them armed and drilled.

But the point had at length been veached, when the United States government—of which too litfle conld
hardly have been expected sinee it had not vet (E tected its own capital—began to tale active measures for the
preservation of its territory and the defense of its citizens in the southwest.  General Jackson was appointed to the
work, and in Aungust was expected soon to arrive in New Orleans to talke commaml, Commodore Paterson
received instrnetions from Washington to take the sehooner Cavolina, ordered to New Orleans for the purpose, and
with the cobperation of Colonel Ross, of the forty fourth regiment, to make a deseent on the Baratariamns,

The requisition for the state’s quota of 1,000 militia was now made again, coming, this time, divect from the
President, and Claiborne received the assarances of the officers of the city militia, ineluding a eorps of free men of
eolor, that they would be veady when ealled upon to obey orders,  Yet, cevtainly less illdisposed than in the
Previons year, their attitude was stll characterized by an entire lack of xzeal. On the 15th of Augznst Jackson
wrote directing, throngh Claiborne, that they be ready to march to any point at a moment’s warning; but the
experienced governor did not issne his order ealling them to rendezvons at New Ovleans until the Sth of Sepiember,
when Jackson bad repaived to Mobile, whers the invasion was about to take place,




HISTORY OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. 39

A Tittle after the landing of the British officers at Apalachicoln, some companies of British infantey had arrived
at Pensacola, in the sloops of war Hermes and Caron, coming from Bermuda via Havana, under commanid of Colonel
Nichols. e had landed and established his headguarters, unopposed by the nominally nentral Spanish anthorities,
and haid soon been joined by the officers from Apalachicola, at the head of a consideralile body of Indians, Toward *
the close of Angnst he T 1ssued o i:rur.l;l!rl:l.[iu!ll., .'Lp[u':l]ill;: to native Louisianians to aid in liberating their paternal
goil, and restoring it to its rightful Spanish master; and to Spaniards, Frenclhinen, Ttalians, and Britons to lend
their strength to abolish American nsurpation; Keninekians were promised money for supplies, and an open
Mississippi in exchange for nentrality.

Claiborne applied to the governor of Kentocky to hasten forwand the troops expected from that state,  In a
general order he warned his own people against the pretensions of the enemy, and exhorted them to an exercise of
that spirit of zealons and united eiffort, the want of which was their greatest awd most perilous deficieney.

The moment was certainly eritical.  The enemy was treating with the Baratarvians, and endeavoring, by offers
of commissions and rewards in the British service, to seduce them from theie love of conntry,  One of the brothers
Lafitte, who were the leaders of the band, had sent the British letter and laid it before Claiborne, with the offer of
his serviees and that of his men in the American canse, on condition that their proseription be annulled.  The
governor called a couneil, eomprising, with others, Commaodore Paterson amd Colonel Koss, The patriotism of
the smugglers, displayed only when an expedition had been ordered and was alimost ready to move for their
destruetion, was not highly esteemed, It was decided to bave no communication with the pirates, and preparations
were hurried forward to bring them to jnstice,

Under such portentous clomds as these the people conld not bt :‘J\\'Lul.‘v__ at last, to the necessity of united
effort, and, at a public meeting on the 15th of September, paszed patriotic resolutions, and appointed six Creoles
and three Americans a committee of safety.  How soon afterward another was formed, with conflicting views and
plans, is not plainly stated, but it is certain that on the very same day that the first public meeting was held, 700
British troops, 600 Indians, and 4 vessels off war, with 92 pieces of heavy artillery, attacked Fort Bowyer, the
small but important fortification erected by Wilkinson to commamd the entrance to Mobile bay and Mississippi
gounid, The garrison of 130 men, with 20 guns, repulsed the attack, and the enemy retived again to Pensacola with
the loss of 162 men killed amd as many woanded ; the sloop-of-war Hermes, which, having gronmded, they were
compelled, thewselves, to burn, ,

Three days later the expedition of Paterson and Ross attacked and destroyed the piratieal rendezvous at
Barataria, taking vessels and some prisoners, and seattering thoze who sueceeded in eseaping.  The brothers Lafitte
fled up the Lafourche to the “German coast™, a part of the Mississippi shore whenee the Lafourche starts to
empty into Barataria bay.  Others by and by gathered upon Last island, at the mouth of the Lafonrehe, and others
found asylum in New Orvleans, where they increased the fear of internal disorders.

The British, meanwhile, awaiting the arvival of troops that had sailed from Treland early in September, to the
number of 12,000 or more, were, with or without the consent of the Spaniards, ccenpying Pensacola, and even
garrisoning itz forts. General Jackson gathered 4,000 men on the Alabama river, regulars, Tennesseeans, and
Mississippi dragoons, and on the 6th of November encamped within three miles of Pensacola and demanded of the
Spanish governor that American garrisons be received into the forts antil Spaniavds conld be supplicd.  On the
Tth, thiz proposition having been rejected, he entered the town and attacked and took the two forts, St Michael
and St. Charles. The British, with some Indians, vetreated to the shipping in the bay and sailed away; the
remainder of the Imndians fled across the eonntey, and Jackson rveturned to Mobile, and soon after ealled upon
Claiborne to prepare the whole body of the Lonisiana militia for serviee,

On the 10th Claiborne convened the legislature, and on the 15th, with great fear that that body “would not
act with the promptitude and energy which the evisis demanded ™, Taid General Jackson's letter before it

The comdition of affairs was indecd deserving of anxiety. The absence of o master spirit to command the
confidence of a people acenstomed to act only npon individmal convictions and interests, canseil a gfeneral state
of dizcord, apprehension, and despondency.  The two committees of =atety were engazed in miserable dispntes.
Credit was destroved.  Money conld be borrowed only at 3 or 4 per cent. per month.  In the legislaturee, where
time aml means were being wasted in idle formalities, the Creole himself finally raised the voice of a noble
impatience, and Louallier, a memnber from Opelonsas, asked: = Shall we always confine ourselves to addresses anid
proclamations 17 It may be . he distributed the blame more evenly than the governor had done: “Are we”
continues his spirvited report, “always to witness the several departments intrasted with our defense langnishing
i a state of inactivity, haedly to be exensed even in the most peacefnl times?  No other evidence of patriotizsm is
to be found, than a dizposition to aveid every expense, every fatigue, Nothing, az vet, has been performed.”  For
the defense of 600 miles of coast there were bat one sloop-of-war and six gunboats, the feeble Fort St Plilip on
the Mississippi, amld the nnfinished and but half defensible Fort Petites Coguilles on the Rigolets,  The supply of
ammunition, especially that for artillery, was totally inadeguate, and the marching foree in New Orleanz nbered
but 700 regulars, the 1,000 militin which it had requived three imperative ealls to bring into the field and
150 =ailors and marines, At Tehefuncte, on the Gother side of lake Ponchartrain, lay a bhall-finished, flat.
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bottomed frigate, destined to carry 42 puns, work on which had been snspended and so remained, despite the appeals
of Commodore Paterson and Governor Claiborne to the general government., “Our situation,” says La Carridre
Latonr, in his invaluable memoir, “seemed desperate,”

Swddenly eonfidence returned ; enthusiasm sprang np; all, ina moment, was changed by the arrival, on the 1sf
of December, of General Jackson. On the day of his arvival he veviewed the uniformed city militia, a small, buk
well drilled and thorongzhly equipped body of Creoles and French, The next day he went down the Mississippi,
imspected Fort St. Philip, ordered its wooden barracks demolished and additional eannon mouanted, o new battery
of 2-pounders constrocted opposite the fort, and another erected half a mile above St Philip on the same bank,
LReturning to New Orleans, he visited the conntry novihward and eastwand belind the city, ordering the ereetion
of a battery at the confluence of bayous Sanvage and Chef Mentenr, and sending instructions to Governor
Claiborne to obstroet all 'l];ll'n.'ulla.-: on Orleans island In,":llli'll;_{ to the Gulf: which instructions it was :,'.upll.(:y.(_-:l h‘\: all
in authority, until too late to repair the oversight, had been thoronghly carried out.  The energy and activity of
Jackson were imitated on all sides.  Soon every able-bodied man in New Orleans and its environs was ready for the
field, amd the whole militia of the state was orgamzing and preparing to march.

But the new leader’s example was not the only spring of this tardy alacrity, The enemy had hove in sight
ofl’ Pensacola, a British fleet of S0 sail, under the dreaded Cochrane, so lately the ravager of the Atlantic coast and
vapturer of Washington eity, and was bearing down toward Ship island; and when the legislature, on the 13th,
appropriated some =30,000 for purposes of defense, a foree of 45 Davges, carrying 43 gons and 1,200 men, was at that
moment eagerly endeavoring to join battle with the retiving American flotilla of five gunboats and & schooner, near
the narrow | LHEETE of lake Hul'gm',

On the night of the 15th this little leet took adefensive stand across the western passage of Malhenrenx island,
and on the 14th, retreat being impossible by reazon of a calm and a strong outwand current, it fell, after a gallant
resistance, into the bands of an enemy almost ten times its strengih. The British were thus in complete possession
of lanke Borgne and its shores.  Had this ocenered before the arvival of Jackson in New Orleans, the British army
would almost certainly have marehed into the city withont another battle,

On the next day Claiborne informed the legislature of the disaster, and on the 16th advised its adjonrnment.
The matter was debated, and the legislature decided to remain in zession, wherenpon Jackson, displeased, took
another step, which the same body bad prononnceed inexpedient, and himself proelaimed martial law, elosing with
the ringing announcement that, *the safety of the district introsted to the protection of the general must and
will be maintained with the best Dlomd of the conntry: and he is confident * * *  that unanimity will
pervade the conntry generally; bot shonld the general be disappointed in the expectation, he will separate our
enemies from our friends,  Those who are not for us are against us, and will be dealt with accordingly.”

Measures of defenze received o further aceeleration. At the previons suggestion of the legislature slaves wers
furnished, by the planters of the neizhboring  parishes, for work on fortifieations, in greater number than conld be
employved.  Major Lacoste, with the battalion of free men of color, the Feliciana dragoons, and two pieces of avtillery,
wias sent to the junction of bayons Sauvage and Chef Mentear, to erect and ocenpy a vedoubt surronnded by a fosse,
The garrison of the little post at the mouth of bayou St. John was re.enforeed by a company of light artillery.
Measures were faken to protect the unfinished frigate at Tehefunete, and a passport system was established on
Inke Pontchartrain,  The commander of Fort Petites Coquilles was ordered to defend it to the last extremity, and
if not able to hold ont to spike his guns and fall back upon the post at Chef Mentenr. Word was dispatched to
the troops coming from the west to basten their mavch,  The commander at Mobile was warned to be on the alert
acainst attempts of the enemy to disembark there. A second battalion of free men of color was raised, and the two
boalies were put nnder Colonel Fortier, an opolent white Creole merchant. A Captain Juzon was ordered to collect
the Choctaw Indians about the eity’s outskirts and on the shores of lake Pontehartrain into companies.  The inmates
of the prisons were taken ot of confinement and placed in the ranks.  John Lafitte, upon action of the legislatore
ani governor, intended to enconrage the movement, again offered the services of himsell and his men, bearing his
overtures to Jackson in person.  They were aeeepted, some of his band were sent to the forts Petites Coquilles, St.
Jobn and St Philip. Others ander Dominigue and Belache, private eaptains, were enrolled in a body as artillery,
and all judicial proceedings against them were suspenided.

On the 15th Jackson reviewed and addressed bis troops,  FEdward Livingston appeared as one of his aids.
The same day Major Planehé was put in commamd at bayon St. John, with his battalion. The commanders of
outposts and pickets, received minute instructions. A guard consisting of firemen and men beyoud military age,
nmder General Labatat, policed the city, which was put under the st rictest military rule. On the 19th General
Carroll arrived at the head of 2,500 Tennesseeans, and on the 20th General Coffee came in with I,,:HHJ riflemen from
the sanme state.

The army of Jackson was thus inereased to the number of about 6,000 men,  Confidence, animation, concord, and
even gaiety filled the hearts of the people,  “The citizens,” says Latour, “ were preparing for battle as cheerfully as
for a party of pleasure,  The streets resounded with Yankee Doodle, La Marseillaize, Le chant die Départ, and other
martial airs. The Gair sex presented themselves at the windows and baleomies 1o :.|||[J|:'L'II|| the troops yoing tllmugll.

" 5 - . o - r o o A
their evolutions, and to enconrage their husbands, sons; tathers, amd hrothers to protect them from their enemies.
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That enemy numbered 14450 men and a powerful fleet.  Sir Edward Packenham commanded the land forees, with
Gibbs, Lambert, and Kane for generals of divisions. The fleet was under Admirals Cochrane, Codrington, amd
Malcolm.

The British. reconnoitering on lake Borgne, soon fonnd at its extreme western end the mouth of 2 navigalle
stream, the bayou Bienvenune. It flowed into the lake directly from the west, the direction of New Orleans.  There
were six feet of water on the bar at the mouth, and more inside, It was mwore than a handred yards wide, A mile
aml a balf up the stream they found a village of Spanish and Italian fishermen, who used the bayou as a daily
water route to the city market, These men were veadily bribwed, and under their guidanee the whole surronnding
conntry was soon explored.  The bayon was found to rise close helind the lower suburb of New Orleans, whenee
it flowed eastward throngh a vast cypress awamp Iving between bayoun Sanvage on the norih and the Mississippi
river on the south, emerging by amd by upon the broad quaking prairvics bondering lake Borgne, and emptying
into that water. Varions plantation draining-canals ran back from the enltivated borders of the Mississippi, and,
connecting with the bayou, were fonmd to afford on their margins fim standing groumd and a fair highway to the
open plains of the Mississippi river shove, immediately below New Orleans. By some oversight, which has never heen
explained, this eazy ronte to the eity’s very ontskict had been left entively unobstrneted.  On the 21st of December
American scouts, penetrating to the mouth of the bayou, saw no enemy, amd established themselves as a picket
in the fishermen’s village, which they had fonmd desercted save by one man,

Meanwhile the enemy had been for some days disembarking on the fsle anr Pois (Peaisland), af the month of
Pearl viver. On the moroing of the 224 General Keane's division embarked from this point in barges, pushed up
the lake, and some time before dawn of the following day surprised and overpowered the picket at the fishermen’s
village, passed on in their boats by way of bayou Bienvenue throngh the trembling praivie and into and througlh
the swamp forest, disembarked at canal Villerdé, amd at hall’ past eleven in the morning, the 251, cmerged, at the
rear of General Villerd's plantation, upon the open plain, without a foot of fortification confronting them between
their camping ground and New Orleans.  Here, greatly fatigued, they halted until they should be joined by other
divizions.

But General Jackson resolved toattaclk them without delay. At seven o'clock in the evening, the night being
very dark, the American schooner Carolina dropped down the river to a point opposite the British eamp, and
anchoring close ashore suddenly opened her broadsides and o hot mnsketry five at short range. At the same
moment General Jackson, who at the head of L2000 men and two pieces of actillery, ad macehed upon the enemy
from the divection of New Orvleans, and had fonnd them deawn up in echelons half a mile along the river bank,
with their right wing extended toward the woomds at right angles of the plain, fell npon them first with his right,
cloze to the river shore, amd was presently engaged with them along his whole line,  The British right, anaware of
the approach of General Coftee from the direction of the woods, with GO0 men, under cover of the darkness, and
attempting to flank Jackson's left, only escaped capture by an unfortunate order of the American colonel in
command, restraining the Ureoles, as they were about charging with the bayonet. The enemy gave way and
suceeeded in withdeawing under cover of the night, @ rising fog, and the smoke, which was Wown toward the
American line. The engagement continued for a time with moeh energy on both sides, but with little system or
order.  On Jackson's rvight the British attempted the eapture of the two gons, but their charge was repulsed,
Companies and battalions on boil sides, from time to time, got lost in the darkness and fog, sometimes fiving into
friendly lines, and sometimes meeting hostile opponents in band to hand eneconnters. At the same time the second
division of Diritish troops were arriving at the fishermen’s village, amd heaving the firing, pushed forward in haste,
some of them arriving on the field shortly before the state of the elements pat a stop to the contest,

At four o'cloek on the morning of the 20h Jackson fell back abont two miles nearer to the eity, amd, behind a
canal ranning from the river to and into the wooded swamp, and koown as Rodriguez’s canal, took ap amd began
to fortity his permanent line, choosing this ground on acconnt of the narrowness of the plain.  This was only some
four miles from the lower limits of the eity.

Here from day to day the preparations for defense went rapidly on, while the Dritish were diligently gathering
their forces and laborionsly, through much ipclement weather amd over miry ground, bringing up their heavy
artillery.  SBkirmishing was frequent and of great value to Jackson’s raw levies, On the 27th and 28ih a brizk
cannonade was interchanged from newlyv-erected batteries on either side, resulting in the destrnetion of the Caralina
with red-hot shot, leaving but o single American vessel, the Lonisiana, in the viver, but ending, on the oiler hanld,
in the demolition of the British battevies. On the 1st day of January, 1515, the enemy opened sunddenly from

“three formidable batteries, driving Jackson from his headquarters, and riddling it with shot and shell.  The -
Americans replied with vigor, opposing 10 gans to 25, and suceeeded in dismounting several of the enemy’s picees,
A few bales of cotton, forming part of the American fortifications, were seattered in all directions and set on five,
Ko further vse was made of thiz material during the campaign, This artillery contest ceased at three in the
afternoon, and during the night the British dismantled their batteries, abandoning five picces of cannon,

Thus they were, day by day, training their inexperienced foe, and while being angmented by the steady arrival
ol troops from their fleet in the Gulf, were allowing Jackson, alsd, to be materially re-enforeed.  Three hundred
Acadians had joined him on the 30th of December.  On the st of January 500 wen arvived from Baton Rouge,
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and en the 4th the expected Kentuckians, poorly elad and worse armed, but 2,250 in number, gave Jackson, after
he had manned all strategic points, an effective foree on his main line of 3,200 men, This line was half a mile of
rivde and extremely nneven earthworks, lying along the ipner edge of Rodrignez’s eanal, across the plain, from the
river bank to a point within the swamp forest on the left, and dwindling dewn after it entered the wood to a
donble row of logs laid over one another, with a space of two feet between the two rows filled with earth.  The
artillery defending this half mile of breastwork and diteh consisted of twelve pieces,

Wintry rains had greatly impeded the British movements, but Lambert’s division at length joined the others,
amd preparations were made for the decisive battle.  On the Gth and Tth they were busy making ready to storm the
American works, preparing fascines for filling the diteh and ladders for mounting the breastworks, and also getting
boats through from Villere's canal into the viver, in order to eross and throw a force against Commodore Paterson’s
very effective marine battery on the farther side of the river, aml some against extremely slender defenses beyond.

A little Before daybreak on the Sth, the enemy moved ont of their camp, and by daylight were plainly seen
spreail out upon the plain across fwo-thivds of its breadil, seemingly abont 6,000 sivong,  The British plan was, at
a given signal, to make four simnltancons demonstrations npon the American line, one to be wade on the farther
amd three on the nearer side of the river.

About half past eight o'clock a rocket went up on the Dritish side, near the woods, the Americans replied by a
single cannon shot, and the attack began,  On the American extreme left, inside the cypress forest, some back
troops of the British force made a feeble onset
On the right, near the viver, the enemy charged in selid column with impetuons vigor, and with sueh suddenness,
that before the American lulll!vl'}' stationed at that |'u}illt conld fire the thind shot, the British were within the redonlt
aml had overpowersd itz occupants; but, in attempting to =cale the breastworks belind, their leader, Colonel
Rennie, was killed, and the Americans presently retook the redonlt,

On the opposite sideof the river, a column of the enemy had been expected to engage the Americans defending
that quarter, and thas save the oiher attacking columns from the endilacing five of the battery on that side.  But
this foree lad not been able to move with the celerity expected of ity aid thongh it later reached its intended fichd
of action, it easily driving the Americans, some G600 in number, from their indefensible line, amd eompelling the
abandonment of the marine batbery, this partial snecess was achieved only after the British had, everywhere else,
lost the day.

The main attack was, meantime, made against that part of the Ameriean line in the plain, but near the edge of
the swamp. At a diteh, some 400 yands in frout of the American works, the main force of the enemy formed in
close colnmn of about G0 men front, and, buedened not only with heavy fascines made of vipe sngar-canes and with
ladders, but with their weighty kuapsaeks also, they advanced, giving three cheers, literally led to the slanghter.
Preceded by a shower of Congreve rockets, they moved forward in perfeet order, covered for a time by a thick
fog, but soon entirely exposed not only to the full storm of arvtillery and musketry from the American breastworks,
but, upon their extended ank, to the more distant fire of Paterson’s marine battery, not yet diverted by the forees
gent against it, and manned by the trained gunners of the United States navy.,  The Awerican fire was delivered
with terrible precision, that of Flangeae's battery, against which the onset was prineipally directed, tearing ont
whole files of men, Yet, with intrepid gallantry, theiv brave enemy came on, slill moving firmly amd measuredly,
and a few platoons had even reached the eanal, when the columnp faltered, gave way, and fled precipitately back to
the diteh where it had fivst formed.  Here the troops rallied, laid aside their combersome knapsacks, were reinforeed,
and advanced again in the same fatal columnar form, though now at a more rapid gait and with less order.  Bub
the same deadly storm met them as before. The part of the line divectly attacked was manned by Tennessee
and Kentucky riflemen—Indian fighters, acenstomed to fiving only upon selected vietims.  This fact, with the
unfortunate slowness of onset in the first attacking colmmn, is probably the true explanation for the well-uigh
unaceonntable defeat of =o fine an army by so illequipped a foe.  First Sir Edward Packenham, then General
Gibbs, then General Keane, the ficst two mortally and the Iast severely wounded, with many others of prominent
rank, were borne from the field, the column again recoiled, and falling back to its starting point, coulid not
be induced to make a thivd attack, The British batteries, which had opened vigorously at the ontset, continuned
to fire until two in the afternoon., and the British troops remaioed deawn up in their ditehes to repel an American
attack, if sueh should be made: bat, from the first signal of the moning to the abandonment of all effort to storm
the line was but one hour, and the battle of New Orleans was over ab halfpast nine.

On the 9th, two bomb-vessels, a sloop, a brig, and a schooner, a part of the British fleet, appeared in sight of
Fort St Philip, on the Mississippd, and, apchoving two and a guarter miles away. began a bombardment which
continned until the 18th without result, wherenpon they withdrew: and the same night General Lambert stealthily
evacunted the British eamp.  On the 27th the last of his forces embarked from the shores of lake Borgne.

Even in the recital of history the seenes of trinmphant vejoicing, the hastily erected avches, the symbolical
impersonations, the myriads of banners and pennons, the eolumns of vietorions troops, the erowded balconies, the
rain of Aowers, the huzzals of the thronging populaee, the =alvos of arvtillery, the garland-erowned vietor, and the
ceremonies of thanksgiving in the zolemn 4':|ﬁ|t~ilrul__ form o part that may be lelt 1o the imagination. In New

an evident feint—aml were easily repulsed by Coflee’s brigade,
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Orleans there was little of sorrow mingled with the joy of deliveranee. 8ix of her defenders alone had fallen,
and but seven were wounded. The office of healing was exercised principally on the discomfited enemy, whose
dlead amd wonnided were nnmbered by thonsands,

On the 15th of February, Admiral Coehrane wrote to General Jackson: 1 have exeeeding satisfuetion in
sending to yon a copy of a bulletin that T have this moment reeeived from Jamaica, proclaiming that a treaty of
peace was signed between onr respective plenipotentiaries at Ghent, on the 24th of December, 1814, upon which |
beg leave to offer you my sincere congratulations” It was not until the 17th of Mareh that the American
commander received ulli:-i:ll information of the same fact. On the day previoons, Claiborne had writtens to Mr
Monroe, Secretary of War: “Our harbor is again whitening with eanvas: the levee i erowded with eotton, tobaeeo,
and other articles for exportation. The merchant scems delighted with the prospect before him, and the
agricultnrist linds in the high price for his prodocts new excitements to indostry,”

COMMERCIAL EXPANBION—1515 to 1540

Wow, at length, that era of great prosperity, 2o {reely predicted, actnally opened upon New Orleans. The
whele Mississippi valley began to in®rease in population with wonderful rapidity.  Its nmnbers in 1515 cannot be
H'I'I-'I.*II. with exactness, bnt the United States cepsus shows the crowth to have been (Tom i_1::.‘~,iluil in 151400, to
S303,000 in 1530,  These broadly seattered multitudes, applying themselves for a time almost solely to the
development of their new country’™s vast agricultural resources, aceepted for the froits of their toil those broad
avennes to the worli's markets which natore atforded in the ."-Ii_-u:-'..i_-iﬁi]1|ri aml 105 immense tribatanes, they nsed either
the most primitive modes of transportation or only these improvements npon them furnished by distant enterprise.

Steam navigation, which it has been seen made its first descent of the Mississippi in 1512, hegan in 1516, after
a four years' strnggle, snecessiolly to ascend the powerful enrrent of that stream.  In 1817 the produce of the
great valley came to New Orleans in 1,309 flatboats and 500 barges.  In 1321 the arrivals of laden viver eraft at
the leves numbered 287 of steamboats, 174 of barges, and 441 of fHathoats,

This new and immeasurably superior mode of transportalion was_ aceepted, nngquestioned, by the agrieultnral
West. Not yet recognized as the stepping stone from the old syztem of commeree by natoral highways, to the new
system by diveet and arvtificial lines, it held ont to the merehants of New Orleans, and the neweomers that daily
ponred into the town, not only present wealth, bat the delosion of absolute and onlimited commercial empire
inalienably bestowed by the laws of gravitation, 16 was hardly possible, but it would have been invaluable, to
New Orvleans, to have dizscovered, thns early, the real teath uneonsciously let slip by one of her citizens of that
day; when sharing, and intending to express, the popuolar conviction, he wrote: “XNo such position for the
acenmulation and perpetnity of wealth amd power ever existed.”

But for a long sevies of years nothing transpived to foree npon the notice of her merehants the change which
lay, as vet, undeveloped in the fature, and each yvear saw ber expanding eommeree choking her strects and landings,
and ber harbor front more and more crowded with river amd océan tleets,  Her exports rose amd sank on the wave
of financial inflation amd collapse thar swept the country in 1515-"19 and with the clearing away of’ the wreek in
1520, showed a net inerease trom five million to seven and a Lalf million dollars,

Population pressed in “from all the states in the Umon and from almost every kingdom in BEurope. The
people numbered 33,000 in 1515 and 41,0000 in 1520, New cnergies azserted themselves in every direction.  The
ancient parallelogram of diteh amd palisades that hadd so long marked the city’s ultimate bonnds had disappeaved
in 1808, and the town was spreading far beyond it on every side.  The hamls of architect and builder were busy in
the narrow streets off the old town, as well as in the hroader ones of the sobarbs g amd halls, churehes and sehools,
stores, warchouses, banks, hotels, amd theaters went ap in rapid suecession, «The old Charity hospital was buili in
Canal street in 1515,

In the fanbourg Ste. Marie the development ontstripped that in all other quarters.  The change in the nature of
e -.ritj.‘":-s. commerce eansed her trade to tall lrgely into new landd=,  The French amd Creole merchants, looking to
the West Indies, to France, and to Spain for o continuanee of the olil interehiange of produets and of merehandise,
were foreed to witness the growth of New Ovleans ontside the former bonmdaries amd abreast the Tanding place of
the western and southern produce tleet.  This lamding place, convenient to the ilatboats becanse of its slack water,
was the contested bafture, large areas of which were, from 15317 to 1520, reclaimed and soon Decame the sites of
well-compacted store buildings for the accommodation of the commercial Americans.  Collee, idigo, sugar, ries,
foreign fruits and wines the older town managed to retaing but eotton, tobacco. pork, beef, corn, flour, amd
northern and British fabries, in short, the lion's share, was intercepted in its descent of the river, or in asvending,
was carried above and received at the fanbourg Ste Marvie and fell into the hands of the swarming Amerieans,
whose boaztful anticipations of the city’s foture began o leave the Creole ont of the account.  These newcomers,
still numerieally in the minovity, were seen on every side, looking about wilth the exe of the invading capitalist; hut
the fanbonrg Ste. Mane became distinetively the American quarters.

Here i 1317, in the faee of mueh skepticism on acconnt of the vielding nature of the soil, on Gravier street,
between Tchoupitonlas and Magazine, the first square of cobblestone pavement was laid.  In 1520 the wooden
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giddewalks and enrbs on the main thoronghfares gave place to others of brick amd stone, and in 1322 a general
paving of the principal eommercial streets, both in the old aod the newer towns, was begun,

It cannot seem strange, that among the Lonisiana Creoles—a people not prepared by anything in their earlier
carveer to welcome and appropriate the benefits of such a torrent of immigration—the feeling should have been
hostile to ity or that they songht no farther in aceounting for the lamentable condition of public order and morals,
In December, 1516, Claiborne gave place in the gubernatorial oflice to General Villerd, a Creole, who, in a speeial
megsage of Mareh, 1818, called for by the “seandalons practices almost at every instant taking place in New
Orleans and its suburbs”, said, “indeed we should be cantions in receiving all foreigners.”

Yel steam navigation, amd the enormons froitfulness of the Mississippi valley, hl‘l};lght a prosperity wide
enough to take in all, and the same governor, in the following year, not only eongratnlated the community on the
suppression of disorder, through the establishment of an effeetive eriminal conrt and the subsidence of party spirit
and “idle prejudice™, but persevered in an attitnde of loyval affection to the American Union which had inspired
him even earlier to say: “The Louisianian who retraces the condition of his conntry under the government of
kings, can never cease to hless the day when the gsreat American confederation received him into its bhoszom.”

In 15325 the exports of New Orleans were twelve and a half and her imports four and a half million dollars.
The earlier and extraordinary development, between 1510 and 1520, of a simple export and import trade to four
times its original size, had cansed the population of the city during that time, in the face of annual pestilence,
repeated innndation, loeal disorders, a low state of morals, strangeness of manvers and enstoms, and remoteness
from the world's center, almost to donble its nnmbers,

Yet these very figures, indicating an increase of trade twice as large as that of population, should have
demonstrated to her citizens the insnficieney of mere commeree, withont the aid of mannfactores, to enhanee the
population or the wealih of their eity ina propoction at all parallel to the zrowth of its opportunities.  Between 1520
and 1830, the disproportion became still more evident.  With an increase of 75 per cent. in the volome of its trade,
the numbers of the popalation advanced from 41,351 only to 49,524, an inerease of bat 20 per cent.  In trath, the
influx of population in this period, seems to have consisted of ouly such limited nunbers as the allnvements of
sudden fortune tempted to take the chanees of a short sojourn amid many dangers and discomforts, with little
idea of permanent residence. In the same period the population of Baltimore inereased 25 per cent., that of
Philadelphia 39 per cent., and that off New York 67 per cent.

Not only did the increase of numbers in New Orleans fall so far below its increase of trade and the growih of
population in the Atlaotic eities, bat it failed to keep pace with the nnmerieal and commercial growth of that great
valley of which it was supposed to be the sole entrepot.  Between 1820 and 1530 the population of this immense
region advanced 61 per cent., or three times as rapidly as that of New Ocleans.  As countries fill up with people,
the proportion of those who dwell in towns amd ecities steadily enlarses, but while New Orleans increased 20 per
cent. the states of Loaisiana, Avkansas, and Mississippi, entirely tributary to it, without developing any eonsiderable
town-life elsewhere, increased in population 57 per cent.

The states farther up the Mississippi did not wait on New Orleans. Other towns and cities rose into
importance aml grew with astonishing speal. Cincinoati increased from 32,000 to 52,0003 Pittsburgh became
“in the extent of its mwanufactures the only rvival of Cincinnati in the West™; the embryo city of St. Louis
added 41 per cent. to its single 10,000 ; while smaller, yet not exceeded in its significance by any, the town of
Bufalo gquadrapled its 2,100 inhabitants as the gateway of a new [reight route to northern Atlantic tide-water,
many hundreds of leagues more diveet than the long jonrney down the Mississippi to New Orleans and avound the
dangerons peninsala of Flovida, For in 1825 the new principle of commercial transportation began to appear in the
opening of the Brie canal.  In the same year the Ohio canal was begun, and in 1332 connected the waters of the
Ohio river with those of lake Erie, and in 158353 the state of Ohio alone sent throngh Boffalo to Atlantic ports
SG6,000 barrels of flonr, 83,000 hashels of wheat, and 2,500,000 staves.

Thus early, while New Odrleans was rejoicing yearly in an increase of population, commeree, and wealth, its
compurative commercial importanee was actually decreasing, and that san of illimitable empive which had
promised to shine forever npon her, was beginning to vise apon other cities and to send its rays castward and
even northward, away from amd across these natural highways which had been fondly reganded as the only
available ontlets to the marts of the worll,  Ewven steam navigation, which had seemed at fivst the very pledge of
supremacy to New Orleans, began on the sreat lakes to demonstrate that tle guhlml tolls of tle M'r:iﬂi:-isipl:li were
not all to be collected at one or even at two gates.

The ability of New Orleans to arrest these escapes of a commeree that had promised at the opening of the
century to b all her own, hias been moch overvated, as well by lethargie believers in the greatness of her desting,
as by ungenerons critics, dazzled with the saecess of rvival eities. The moment East amd West recognized the
practicability of taking straighter courses in the direetion of the great commercinl continent of Europe, the direct
became the natural route, and the cirenitons the unoatural, New Orleans might, it is true, have delayed the
application of the new system by increasing the efficiency of the old, and thus have pashed forward into a more
distant fotnre facts which could never be pushed aside:; ot apon the establishment of east-amd-west trade lines
New Orleans stood at onee and of pecessity moa subordinete relation to the eommerce of both continents, save in
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go far as she conld continne to romain the most convenient prort of the lower ."l]i:i-!-li:-'-.'-lilllli 1.';||I|-:|.',r and until the rcrowth
of conntries behind her in the Southwest, shonld bring her upou the line of their commerce on its direet way to and
across the Atlantie.

Moreover, the drawbacks that beset the city were many and great.  Most of them have frequently been
mentioned in these pages.  Between 1510 and 1557 there were fifteen epidemics of yellow fever.  Small pox was a
frequent and deadly visitor, and, in 1832, while the city was still suffering from an epidemic of vellow fever, it was
stricken with cholera, which alone destroyed one-sixth of the entive population.  So great was the distress, that
many of the dead were buried on the spot where they died, and many were thrown into the river,

The danger of navigation on the Ohio amd the Mississippi was another sertous disadvantage.  The losses of
properiky on these two rivers alone, in the five yvears ending in 1527, were one amd a third million dollars, or nearly
2 per cent. of the eity’s entive export and import trade.  Through the offices of the federal government these
losses, during the next five years to 15332, were greatly reduced, but in a thicd term, ending with 1537, the
imprm'mm'nt wias less obviens, aml during o long :-il'lh:-'i_rr‘]uullt |r|_11'im] the ill-fame of steam navigation on the
Mississippt was part ol the connt aganst New Orleans.  In 1537 300 lives were lost on the Mississippi, by the
sinking of a single steamer, and 130 by the borning of another,  In 1535 an explosion on the same river destroyed
130 lives, and another on the Ohio, 120 lives. The cost of running a steamboat on these waters was six times as
great as on the northern lakes,

The low state of moralz and of order continoed to give the city an anfortunate character in the esteem of distant
communities. In 1523 the legislature, seconded by the governor, who prononneed it “ wonderful to have eseaped
for so long a time from serious internal commotion 7, urged that the number of United States troops in and near
the city be not diminished.  The strite between American and Creole comtinaed to eall forth the exhortations of
governors against jealousics and party spivit, with reference to the aceidental cirenmstances of language or
birthplace, and in 1536 06 enlminated in the division of the eity into three sepavate municipalities, nnder distinet
governments and independent powers, with a mayoer and a general couneil over the whole eity. The old town
formed the first, the fanbonrg See, Marvie the second, amd the Goabonrg Marigny the thivd municipality. A “native
American™ party sprang up in 153375, fonmded on the fear, real or assomed, of the resalts (o be :t|r]|t1-]u'l|:h'1| from
immense European immigration.  Acconnts of travelers aseribed to the St Domingan element a bad influence on
the city™s morals, in carrying the love of pleasare to licentionsness, giving themselves passionately to gambling,
aml resorting with great frequency to the field of honer,  This latter practice was earried on in society to a fearful
extent., Dhuring a visit of General Lafayette to New Orleans, which he made in 1525, a serious feud between
oflicers of the militia, who were engaged in the ceremonies of his enthusiastic reception, was prevented from
emding in a duel between the leaders only by Lafayetie’'s personal intervention.  When, many vears later, it was
decided to disfranchise all persons engaging in afaivs of honor and to disqualify them from holding oflice, a
Mr. Garcia exclaimad, in the Iv;_:'i.-al.'itnl't',' S0 seems to me that there is a :'ull:-t|li1‘.'l:'j.’ :ig.‘tijlﬁt the ehivalrie |:|rl't]'t3ll
of our population.” The legislature continued to make New Orvleans the state capital thronghout this period,
except that from 1530 to 1532 it sat at Donaldzonville. Whether this body and the managers of finaneial
corporations were really open to the charges of bribery and corraption, so fiercely bronght against them by a
rampant l.!llt:l.' press, or not, the very recklesspess of the acensations imdicate o lowness of !:'Ltl:'It i the |IlI|I]i(:
moral sentiment; and this is still wore plaioly evidenced in the long tolerance of such scenes as those open-air
Sunday afternoon Afvican dances, cavousals, amd debancheries in the rear of the first municipality, which have
left theiv monnment in the nane of = Congo™ square. The city was a favorite renidezvous for filibusters. The
year 1519 is marked by < Geoeral” Long’s naval expedition from New Orleans to Galveston bay, with men and
supplies.  In 1822 an expedition was fitted out to aid Bolivar in his stroggle against Spanish power in South
Ameriea. One homdred and Gty men sailed in a sloop of war, the Eoarelka, dor I'orto Cabello in Venezaela, and
Joined in the naval demonstration to which the place, after a siege, surrendered.  The war of independence in
Texas, in 1835 and later, produced mueh excitement in New Orleans, and many hastened to the standard of
revolution there, thongh at that date it was totally disconntenaneed by both the state and the general zovernment.

Such are some of the impediments that partially obstrocted this city'’s aggrandizement and progress, It may
seem that the most of them mizht have been removed, bt another existed which riveted these shackles npon every
part: an invineible provincialism pervaded the entive mass of the heterogeneons population.  Intensitied by
Creole inflocnce, by remoteness from civilization, by a “peculiar institution™ which donbled that remoteness, sl
by an enervating climate, it early asserted itselfin the commercial and finaneial ereeds of the New Orleans merchant,
amd in the general conduct of municipal aftairs.  From this radical misfortune resolied that apathetic disregard of
obstacles, that surrender of advantages which need not have been parted with, at least for generations, and that
long, boastful oblivion te the tact, that with all her inercase in wealth and popalation, the troe status of Sew
Orleans was really slipping back apon the comparative seale of Amoeriean eities.

The impulse toward municipal improvement that sprang up in 1822 soon subsided. Paving stones econlil ba
had in that allavial region onuly by being brought from distant shores as ship's ballast, amd np to 1835, although
there had been another movement in the same dircetion in 1832-"54, only two streets in New Orleans had been
paved in any considerable part of their length, notwithstanding pavements were found as useful and serviceable
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as elsewhere, and without them even earriages, in bad weather, sank to the axle in the mire. But zas was brought
into use for |ig|1lllrl;_lf the strects, in IH-':J-I, andd a xtl]:;rl}' of Mississippi water was furnished ||]]‘n|11-;||_ maing under the
prineipal thoroughfares, in 1836,

In the matter of sanitation, which so painfnlly ealled for attention, measures were well nizgh as searee as
appropriations for their performance. Between 1525 and 1333 a natural drain in the rear of the second
wmnicipality was broadened and deepened into Melpomene canal.  In 1556 a municipal draining company began
operations with a draining machine on bayon St. John; but such partial means were totally inadequate to effect
a tithe of what the most urgent sanitary necessities of the eity actually demanded. In 1521 a quarantine was
established, continued until 1325, and then abandoned.  For the one item of generons amd gratnitons earve of
the plagone-stricken stranger, both in and out of its justly-famed charity hospital, the eity earned mueh well-
deserved eredit.  (This institution left its buildings on Canal strect, to ocenpy its present quarters on Common
sbreet, in 1832, The old buildings beeame the state Imllm*.}l Bevond these eflorts no notice was given the Sl.lhjl‘l!l‘,
except to malke the perpetnal assertion of the salubrity of the town, nnsapported cither by statisties or by the effort
to obtain them.

The bar at the mouth of the Mississippi remained nntouched until 1835, when an appropriation of £250,000
by the general government was so nearly exhausted opon a snrvey and the preparation of dredging apparatos, that
uothing more was done for several years, “Northeast pass,” then the deepest mouth of the river, gave 12 feet
of water, a depth whose inadequacy for the commereial necds of a near future was overlooked. At that time new
veasels, built expressly for the carrying trade between New York amd New Orleaps, did not exeeed 500 tons register,
Tl steamboats on the Mississippi seem to have been about the same capacity, but in 1534 they numbered, on this
river and its tribntaries, 234,

Indeed, when all is recounted to explain the partly snonecessary and partly inevitable failure of New Orleans
to secure the nurivaled supremacy which had been too confidently waited for, it is nevertheless troe that the eity,
in the less immeasurable sphere to which the improvements of the age had consigned her, increased rapidly in
commerce amd in wealth, amd in the decade between 1830 and 1340, more than doubled her population. The
conviction forces its way, that conld the people of New Orleans, as a whole, have been inspived with the
enthusiazm and enterprise which their merchants expended npon the mere marketing of crops, and have turned those
impulses to the removal of obstacles and the placing of their city in an advantageons light before the intellisent
world, it wonld have been then, and for a long time might have remained, the boldest competitor of New Yorlk in
population, wealth, and imports, as it already was in exports. In 1831 her total exports amd imports were
S26,000,000,  In 1532 they were somewhat less.  In 18333 they reached 2850000005 in 1554 they rose suddenly to
over 240,000,000, and in 1535 to 253,750,000,

This sudden expansion is largely aceonnted for in the extraordinary rise in prices, which beeame in the whale
country the leading featore of these two vears.  Boat there was beside, over and above the commeree indicated by
these figures, another amd a separate souree of wealth to New Oileans., The enormons agricnltural resourees of
Arkatizas, Mississippi, amd Lounisiana, and especially the world’s everinereasing demand for cotton, offered the
most tempting returns for the investment of even borrowed money.  The credit system beeame universal among
the planters of cotton, sugar, sl tobaceo in these regions, aml New Orleans beeame not only the lender of millions
in money at high vates of interest, bat the depot of all manoer of supplies, which it advanced in large quantities
to the planters thronghout that immense region, The whole agricultnral community became, in & manner, the
commereial =laves of the New Orleans Factors, nuable either to buy or sell save throngh these mortgagees. A
common recklessness in borvower amd lender kept the planters constantly inmersed in debt, and the eity deained of
its capital almost the whole year round, to supply the extravagant wants of the planters and the needs of their
armies of slaves. Much the larger portion of all the varied produocts of the West received in New Orleans was
exported, not to sea, but to the plantations of the interior, often returning, along the same route, half the distance
they liad originally come,  In this way not only was mueh of the capital of New Orleans diverted from channels
which would have yvielded altimate results incalenlably better, but it was converted into planters’ paper, based on
the value of slaves and the lands they tilled, a species of wealth unexchangeable in the great world of commerce,
and, when measared by its results, as utterly fictitions as paper money itself, while even more illusory. DBut like
the paper money which was then inundating the conntry, this system prodoced an immense volume of Dusiness,
which, in torn, called in great numbers of immigrants to swell the ranks of mannal laber. New Orleans onee more
surpassed Cincinwati in population.  From 1830 to 1340 no other leading American city inereased in such a ratio.

And yet among all eanses, there was probably none more potent in suppressing that industrial development,
outside of mere commerce, which might so properly have taken place in New Orleans at this stage of her growth,
than the all prevailing blight which fell apon labor, and l_'slu'i.'i:l”"l.' Tl intelligent, trained labor, []I!‘{lllgll this
institution of Afvican slavery, which seemed to assure untold wealth alike to town and country. A large share
of eapital was bound up in the labor itself, and that labor, from the necessities of the ease, of a very inferior and
really nnremmnerative sort,  Henee, the eity, thongh beset with opportunities and filling up daily with immigraunts
from the Dritish isles amd from Earope, failed either to evalve or to attract from abroad those classes of ildl_’ytﬂ
in the mechanical and productive arts which most rapidly augment the common wealth, The gross increase in

A

é




- L
* -
-0 1
“}
-
.
P
h 3 &
' 4
L .
= - -
4 "
.I
e
Ty -
- I ! 2
_..l.. -
e
ﬂ. | o
._l..._.._.. -
S - .
e - g : d
i




B ]

= B

OG0 SRl s S .
el NI LTNH VAHY ONIMOHS

SNVITHO M3AN

.rﬂ:.:._m g




HISTORY OF NEW ORLEAXNS, LOUISIANA. 47

population between 1530 and 1540 was from 49,526, at the opening of the deeade, to 102,193 at its close. One-third
* of this increase was composed of slaves and free persons of color, elasses of population which, under the laws and
conventionalities of the time and place, were to the higher orders of the community far more a burden than an
advantage. The remaning two-thirds, less 50 much as is to be aceonnted to natural inerease, wias an immense
inpouring of Irish and Germans of the poorest elasses,  The state of society, notwithstanding these re-enforeements,
which might so soon, in other regions, have yvielded great nnmbers of the most valuable aperatives, remained
unattractive, repelled the prospecting manufacturer and Lis capital, and diverted them to newer towns where labor
was uncontemned and skill and technical knowledge sprang forward at the eall of enlightened enterprise.

The year 1537 will long be memorable in the history of the United States as the date of the calamitous erisis
which followed the mad speeulation in lands and the downGill of the United States Bank. In those parts of the
Umnion, especially, where large results had intoxieated epnterprizse, banks withont number and often withont
fonndation, strewed their notes among an infatuated people.  In New Ovleans, where enterprise had shown but
little spirit of adventure ontside the fctorage of the staple erop, the number of banks was comparatively small,
bt the spirit of the day was evident in the fictitions character of much that pretended to be banking capital. In
1535-"306 the banks of Lonisiana (which may be read New Orleans), with but little over 2,500,000 speeie in their
alts, and a civenlation of 27,000,000, purported to have an aggregate eapital of #34,000,000, One aceount, of
the following year, gives them at the time of their suspension 860,000,000 capital, 24,000,000 deposits, 21,200,000
specie, 21300000 real estate, and 272,000,000 receivables, mostly protested,

The eondition of affairs was described at that time as a4 whivlwind of roin which had prostrated the greater
portion of the city™  So called shinplasters became the curtency of the day, driving out evervihing of intrinsic
ralue,  So great was the feeling against the banks and all banking sehemes, amd so general the iznorance of their
troe provinee, that a constitntional convention, sitting at the time, provided that no banking corporation shonold
be established in the state, thus aowittingly toening a banking monopoly into the hands of the few institations
that weathered the long financial stress, and that in 1343, having abandoned to shipwreck the weaker concerns,
finally resumed the payment of specie with =4,50000000 in their vaults, ad their cirenlation redaced to 21,250,000,

The foreign commerce of New Orleans, at the date of this change, was 254,750,000, and for the first time in the
city’s history her exports of cotton exeeeded 1,000,000 bales,

POSITIVE GROWTH WITH COMPARATIVE DECLINE.

The great inventions for the facilitation of compperee were each, as they eame into the feld, attended by a fresh
discovery of the peenniary value of time, which made the adoption of these facilities imperative on every city that
songht to press its own aggrandizement or even to retain its commercial station.  Bat even so, to seize these new
advantages was practicable only to those cities that lay somewhere on rvight lines between the great centers of
supply and demand, and it was the fate, not the fanlt, of New Orleans, that she was not found at either end or
anywhere along the conrse of such a line, The case was mwore forinnate with St. Louis, Louisville, Cincinnati,
Pittsburgh, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, while some citics owe their existence entively to the
requirements of these new conditions, as Cleveland, Buffalo, and Chicago, -

The snecessfal introdoction of the locomotive engine into the United States as a commercial power, about the
opening of the eentney’s fourth decade, distinetly ordered what the projection ad partial constraction of great
canals had previonsly threatened. the division of the commercial domain claimed by New Orleans in halves, and the
apportionment of the best part of the commerce amd trade Devond the month of the Ohio among her rivals,

1t was pre-eminently the decade of development, of whieh the intlation of 15335, the collapse of 15456-"357, amd the
prostration of 1535-40, with which it closed, were bat symptoms, and when these had passed, the sonthern regions
of the Mississippi valley had thrown their entive fortunes and cnergies into the * plantation idea™ The more
northern had at the same time filled up with firmers, towns had sprong up withont number, and railroads and
canals had started ont eastwand and westward from all the fortunately located eities, bearing immense burdens
of freight and travel, and ehanging the measurement of distanee from the seale of miles to that of hoors,

boston and New York had made what seemed, then, enormous ontlays with an intrepidity saflicient in itself to
azznre the futare, and had newly emphasized theiv union with the states along the northern banks of the Ohio by
limes of direct transit. Pennsyvlvania had connected Philadelphia divectly with the southern shore of the same
l'iﬂ,'l‘.I |:.I_'|..'il':g L A I:!!‘g‘l'r 1*:1|ril'.l| in railroads and canals than any other state in the Union,.  Baltimore had |Ill.'=-'|h'11
hier Chesapeake and Ohio canal and railway well ont toward the region of mines, with the resolution of nltimately
piercing the great western vallev.  Ohio and Indiana had spent millions for eanals by which to grasp hands with
the Last,

It was while these rail and water ways were being constroeted, amd were only gradoally and one hy one resching
profitable stages of completion, that New Orleans, as already noticed, more than donbled the nnmber of its
inhabitantz. At the close of the decade she was the fourth city of the United States in population, being exceeded
only by New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. Boston was nearly as large, but beside these there was no
Ameriean city of hulf its numbers,
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Truly nnfortunate was it for New Orleans, that this result had been rather throst upon her than achieved hy
lier enterprise, and so. instead of becoming a spur to future efforts, it bred nothing better than an overweening
confidence in the ability of the city, to become speedily and without exertion, the metropoliz of Ameriea, it not
eventually of the world.

That New Orleans was growing—that it was growing as the delta sands on whieh it stands had grown—hy the
compulsory tribute of the Mississippi, was the shining but illusory fact under whose beams the eity entered, in
1541, npon the fifth decade of the century.  DBefore that decade had advanead far the more reflective portion of the
community hegan to pereeive the less obtrusive thongh more important troth, that the rapid growth of the city was
gerionsly slackening speed, and that the vast inerease of production taking place in the upper and central parts of
the Mississippi basin was being in great part ponred iato the laps of other cities,

The leading advantage lost being that of speedy transportation, the inreads upon the city’s commeree were not
vet serionsly felt in the movement of those raw crops and milled breadstoffs, whose great bulk still demanded the
cheapest rate of freights. The receipts of the great staples from the valley above kept steady pace with the
immense inerease in production, or seemed to do so.  In 1842 these receipts from the interior amounted in value to
more than $45,700,000; in 1843, to over S35,750,000; in 1344, to 860,000,000 in 1846, to more than 277,000,000; in
1547, to 200,000,000; and in 1550 they reached nearly the smm of 207,000,000,

I 1340 the total production of corn in the eight states of Ohio, Indiana, Ilinois, Missouri, Kentneky, Arkansas,
Tenneszee, and Lonisiana was something over 210,500,000 bushels. Tn 1550 it was more than 350,000,000, an
inerease of over 66 per cent.  In the same period the receipts of corn at New Orleans rose correspondingly from
some 265,000 sacks and 163,000 barrels, to over 1,000,000 sacks and 42,000 barrels.

In the same period the prodoction of tobaceo in these states diminished in those south, and more than
correspondingly inereased in those north, of the Ohio, yet the receipts in New Orleans rose in full proportion.

As o palpable result the eity expanded.  Eaech year large numbers of new boildings were erected, while av the
same time “rents continually rose” In 1845, in the secomd municipality alone—the American quarter—=295
honses and stores were built, morve than half the nomber being of brick and granite. It should be noted, however,
that their average cost did not reach 25,530, Thas, if the proportions of home consnmption and marketable surplos
in the agricaltaral movement of these states had remained the same, the velative importanee of Xew Orleans wounld
at least not have been retrograding, and her merchants might have repelled the charge brought by one, that they
fegold the skin for a groat amd bought the tail for a shilling”.  Bat improved transportation, denser population, and
Labor-saving machinery had almost indefinitely inereased the individoal producing power of the western man, and
truly to have kept pace with it New Orleans should have been the receiver and exporter of a rapidly and steadily
inereasing fraction—in place of merely an inereasing quantity—of the agricaltoral products of the country, Not
perceiving, or nnable to meet this necessity, she abandoned this magnificent sorplus to the growing cities of the
West aml Hast.

Still more New Orleans failed to maintain a leading position in relation to the immensze growth of western
manufactures, It was the sulject of much pardonable boasting that her commerce was so rapidly inereasing, and
during the decade it did expand in gross receipts, in exports, and, on a moeh lower scale, in imports, almost or
quite 100 per cent.  But meantime, aud almost unnoticed by New Ovleans, absorbed as she was in moving the
erude products of the fields and sapplying the wants of the produeers, the manufactures of the eight states
mentioned increased in value from about $530,000,000 to a little less than $ 164,000,004,

Nor was any adequate compensation fonmd in the city’s import trade, In 1555 this had reached the amount of
217,000,000 but in the erash that followed it had shrunk to 25,000,000 in 1542, amd in 1545 had risen only to
2,730,000, In 1547-45, while the city actually exceeded New York in exports of domestic prodoce, and in the
total of exports was surpassed only by that eity, her imports were less than a tenth of those of New York and not
guite a third those of Boston.  Coflee, iron, hardware, salt, and French fancy gowds formed the chiel items of this
Colmeree,

At the cloze of the decade that ended with 1550, New Orleans had fallen back: from the fourth place to the fifth
i the list of American cities. doston had surpassed her in nombers, H]‘uuh]l‘rtl was fonr-fifths her size and St Lonis
seven-eighths, Cincinnati lacked bat one twenty-fifth of her numbers, and Louisville, Chicago, Builalo, and Pittsburgh
haud populations ranging from 40,000 to FLRITTIR

One or two considerations, however, somewhat modify the unfavorableness of these comparisons.  During
thiz time large numbers of Transatlantie immigrants made New Orleans their fivst landing place on their way to
the great West, Detween 1515 and 1350 they numbered on an average SO0 & year. -."I-['.I.I:IJ' stopped in Tl city
amld settled.  As early as 1342 the population was reported ©largely mixed with Germans”. Before this sort of
competition slave service gave ground, and the nnmber of slaves in New Orleans was actually 5,330 less in 1850
than it had been in 1540,

Again, no other part of the popunlation in New Ordeans was held in sueh total disesteem as the free mulatto
class. This mnenterprising, despised, and perseeuted people had grown from an inconsiderable fraction of the
whole in earlier vears, to be in 1540 nearly one-thind as numerons as the whites. The feeling which had always
existed against them grew in intensity as the agitation concerning the abolition of slavery rose and increased.
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They were looked npon as (it subjeets of general suspicion, became the objects of grossly restrietive, unjoust, aml
mrolerant state legislation, and between 1540 and 1550 made such an exodos from the city that theie nombers fell
from over 10000 to less than 10,000 sonls.  Allowing for natural inerease, not less than 11,000 or 12,000 free persons

st have left the city doring this period, nor is there any evidenee that they ever retaroed.

Under correct socinl conditions, such a loss of population could not rightly be counted a gain.  If under all
the ciremmstances there was in it an element of real advantage, it lay in the et that the proportion wias
inereased of that master class, whose strong hand and will rmled the fortanes of the community,

Farthermore, another town had sproog ap immediately against the city’s apper bonndary,  In 1553 three
sparsely peopled subnrbs, to wit, Latayette, Livandais, il Réligienses, the last oceupying lamds that had Delongsed
to and heen bought from the Ursnline nuns, were consolidated into one amd made @ body politie, under the name
af the City of Lafayette. In what was then considered the rear of this town many of the wealthy citizens of New
Opleans Degan abont 1540 to settle down in “large, commaolions, one-story lionses, ull of windows on all sides, aml
surrounded by broad and shady gardens”,  Neaver the viver front the immigrant Germans amd Deish of the liboring
elass ponred in abundantly, aml by 1350 Lafayette, victually a part of New Orleans, comprised a population of
P20 white amd 1,571 eoloved inhabitants,

By these two movements of slave amd mulatto exodus and Enropean immigration, the proportion of whites to
the whole population rose from 55 to 75 per cent., aml the whole number of the one community which formed New
Orleans and Lafayvette was 133,650,

But now New Orleans began to tale note of facts which ought long before have been anticipated as
possibilities. Her people began to perceive the losses she was sustaining, and to inguire with alarm into their
eanses, At one moment with sdmissions amild the next with boastial denials of this or that nntaverable condition
or relation, the progress of other cities at her expense was anxionsly noted; much was remembered of those earlier
fimes when New (oleans was the commercial ueen of her grreat \':1[[1'3.'. aml merchants and ||1'4:]11_~|'t_'|.'|“|i|:h-|'3
exhorted each other to throw oft their lethargy and establish their city in that nniversal sopremacy for which her
citizens were still eonfident that natare—that is their river and their wish—lald destined her,

The eity’s curable ailments found many physicians and few marvses; while those difficalties of the sitnation
which were veally insuperable remained unmentionesd by the more politic few, or were charged by sanenine
commercial writers a8 the inexeusable sins of unprogressive financiers. It was confessed that New Orleans liad
depended too entively upon the mere movement of crops: that there had long been a false pride among the
eultivated elasses of the South generally opposed to mercantile pursunits; that the sanitary condition of the eity
Liad been entively overlooked; that no attempt had Deen made to cheapen the eity’s notorious port charges or to
facilitate the safe amd expeditions handling of freight, 1t was even boldly and ingeniously asserted by one, that
the m=titntion of Hlili‘l'l‘j' lad el to do with the IIlIIl-]1I‘t'IJ'_"]‘I'J-'!.i\'Ij affitude of New Orleans wd hoer snrronmding
country ; that that part of the community which mainly felt the inconvenienee of antiguated methods was the
voiceless slave class, and that the liberty which the northern workingman enjoyed, of thinking, speaking, and acting
in his own interests, gave that section an immense preponderance thronzsh its multitude of practical thinkers. The
absand muanicipality system of city government, which virtually divided the city into three corporate communitices
beside that of Lafayette, was rizlitly blamed as the sonree of muceh confmsion and non-progression.

Such were some of the verdicts of those who spoke or wrote,  Doubtless the quicter finanéiers and eapitalists,
who carefully studied the eity's relative position and possible development, found other facts confronting them,  The
abzence of railroads was not attribntable only to the peglect to baild them,  Those laws of natare, apon which so
much relinnee was misplaced, included the mature and wants of mankind, and sueh observers conll not hut see
that then, amd for some time to come, capital—that winged and inexorable fate—eonld not swing out s railread Treain
New Orleans in any direetion that had not better be stroteled aeross (rom some point pear the eenter of =apply in
thie VWest, to some of ler '|'|1|illl; within the bonnds of the manofaetuving amd consmming East. O to come Lo an

underlying, fundamental fact, ihe peenlior and unfortunate labor system of the Sonth had handed over the viel
prize of Earopean amnd Xew Eonglamd immigration to the vnmonopolized West, and the puerely Eetune-hanting
canal-boat amwl locomotive poshed asile the slave amd his owner sl followed the free immizeant. Do teath, it wis
pol unkil 2ome years later, when the ontstreteled iron arms of worthern euterprise began to grasp al the products
of the Sonthwest itself, that New Orleans eapitalists, with move misgiving than enthosizsn, thrast out their first
mileoad worthy of the name throngh the great plantation state of Mississippi.

A lack of banking capital was attributed as a eanse of decadence.  But New Oddeans hankers konew that New
York, with o banking eapital pot three times as large as that of New Ovleans, earried oo a commeree tliree mud @ hialf
Jfimes as great as hers, beside a large mannfacturing interest.

Fhe ab=ence of thonsandz of residents doving the summer season was given as another drawback: bat this,
also, was true of the other sreat cities, of New York especially, "

The want of common sentiment and impolse in a community made ap from individuals of =0 many nationalities
wits el r!tl|:1|.'1:-:i'.il'.:'l.|. This {'l:'!i:'jL'Ili'].' Wil not result 1111*1'1-[\'—:11 often stated—from the laroee ||L'-:|u|l!init ol
foreigners. When, by the censas of 1560, this |n'n||n|i:'n:r came to be kpown, it was fonmd to be bat 4L per cent.
of the whole white population in New Ovleans, against 42 in Cincionati, 45 in New York, aonld 52 in 5t Lowis, Lot
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in these cities American thought prevailed and more or less inspived the foreign elements as they came in; hence a
comparative unity of motive. In New Orleans, on the other hand, American thought was itself not only foreign,
bt unweleoms, disparaged by the nnaspiving and sativieal Creole, and often apologized for by the American, who
found himsell a minority in a combination of social forces, far more frequently in sympathy with European
ideas than with the moral energies and the enthosiastic and ventoresome enterprise of 1the New World,  Added to
this there were, in New Orleans, 28,000 persons—1 of whom out of every 14 were enslaved, and the other 5 practically
expatriated —hampering, as by sheer dead weight, the progress of the community.

The langunishing of the import trade was attributed to simple neglect to enltivate it.  But among the vast
plauntations of the sont hern valley, where town life was comparatively unknown, where masters were few and spent the
proceeds of their exports with their own hands in foreign cities, where the wants of slaves and of indigent whites
were ouly the most primitive, and where a stopid amd slovenly, nopaid, laboring elass made the introduction of Talor-
saving machines a faree, no stimules to a large import trade conld be hoped for. And as to the West, it was idle to
think of competing with direet routes for the transportation of commmaodities which, anlike the bulkier arvticles of (e
export trade, could well atford to subordinate cheap freight rates to prompt delivery.

Much reproach was heaped upon the moneyed class for the non-development of manufactures; but nothing
ought to have been plainer than the total irreconcilability of the whole southern industrial system with =dch
establislunents; a system l'rljlnlur}'illg one of the most tIIL]']iIi'“i;J;i,'rll A nneconomical classez of laborers in the
world, upon whiel it was useless to attempt to graft the higher spivited operatives of other conntries.

These eonditions, then, recognized ag that day only in their superficial aspect and assumed to be easily
removable, were the canses of non-progression.  Summed ap in one, and this stripped of its disgnise, it was i
trinmph of machinery over slave labor, norecognized, however, or unconlessed, becanse il reparable at all, only so
through a social revolution so great and appavently so ruinous that the mention of it kindled a white heat of public
exasperation.

And yet, after this is said, something must still be allowed to a lnxurions, enervating elimate, nnder which all
energics, Anglo-Saxon, Gallie, Celtic, Tentonic, in greater or less degrvee, surrendered ; something to remoteness
from competing ecities; and something to the influenee of that original people, a study of whose history and its
resultant traits forms so moeh of the present work, For the Creoles, retaining mueh power as well by their natural
foree as by their extensive ownership of real estate and their easy eoalition with foreign elements of like faith,
{':L!'illg Little to nnderstand and less to be li:|L|,||-|'.=-'.lu|:|r|,l,| divided amd |r.||",||‘1|,r,§r[], wlien llm:ln.' cotuld 1o lll!l}_{l‘l‘ e
public sentiment, and often met the most imperative necessities for imnovations with the most inflexible conservatism,
Such eauses kept the city comparatively animproved, its municipal goverminent in confusion, its harbor approaches
amd landings wuch neglected; and its morals and its health onestimated by eavelul statisties and a Gy-word i all
lamnid=.

Most of the improvements that had arisen during this long term of purely commercial development dated well
back toward that era of inflation of which the crisis of 1537 has become the index, and were mainly confined to
the Awmerican quarter.  The parish prison, the same antique and gloomy pile of stuccoed brick that still stands on
Ovleans street just beyond Congo square, was built in 1530 at a eost of 200,000, Several market-houses were
completed abont this time, the French vegetable market in 1830, St Mary's and Washingion in 15356, and Poydras
in 15837, In 1834-"35 the United States government, having six years belore gold the old Spanish barracks in the
heart of the French quarter, built the present el =son barracks, then three miles Delow the city, now on its lower
boundary,  In I532<704 the old Charity hospital in Canal street had become the state honse, and the present hospital
wits erected in Common street at an expense of SIS000000  To 1852 aud 1835 two extensive cotton-presses and
warehouses Lad added an impovtant featare to the commereial city.  The Levee cotdon press cost 2560000, amd the
Ovleans, in the lower part of the city, over 753,000, In 1835 the water-works, and in 18337 the gas-works, lad
come inte operation.  In the carlier year, also, the New Canal, some seven miles in length, begoun in 1852, had been
inished, Tt bronght the waters of lake Poutehartrain into an artificial basin deep enongh for eoasting schooners,
situated immediately behind Rampart (then Herenles) street, between Julia and Delord.  Tn this year, too, the branch
[Tnited States mint of New Orleans was fonmded on the small A are Troviinelead |.r_1;' I'::-ipi:-unldl', Barracks, ecator, el
Peters streets, which had been the site of Fort St Charles, and after the destroction of that fortification had been
known as Jackson Square, a name afterward transferred to the aneient Place "Armes.  In 1533 had appeared that
nudgue and still well-remembered stroctore, Danks" Aveade, a glass-roofad mereantile couvt in the midst of a lavge
Lotel in Magazine strect, now long known as the StoJames, In 1836 the Merchants® Exehange, just below Canal
street, sl extending throneh from Itoyval to Exchange alley, Il DLewrm 1:u||||||4.*h~:1 amd lawd become e |hm-=f-|rl]'l1!l.".
The first St Charles hotel, called then the Fxchange hotel, began in 1555, had bheen completed three years ater, ab
acost of 2600000,  The same year saw the completion, diagonally opposite on Common street, of the old Verandal
biotel, with an outlay of S300,000, Tu 1534 the (seeomd) Fust Presbyterian choreh, on Lafayette square, had been
bueilt. In 1837 the Carondelet Methodist chinrel, on the corvger of that street awd PUI'I.'III'EI!'-':, Ll dol owed, and in the
gime vear the old Christs chuaceh, on the corner of Bonrbon and Canal streets, had veplaced the small octagonal
predecessor, etected in 15309, and which the town wits lad nicknamed = The Cockpit®™  Tn 1835 the St Charles theater
Ll Deen built, at a cost of #350,000,  Detween 1533 and 1559 several bank buildings of more or less pretensions had
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arisen; the Commercial, the Atchafalaya, the Orleans (later ocenpied by the Bank of Ameriea), the Canal, at the
corner of Magazine and Gravier, the City, in Camp street near Capal, and that extremely picturesqone roin in
Toulonse street of Greeian architeetnre, built for the Citizens” Bank and afterward ocenpied by the Consolidated.
Many charitable associations and establishments—Poydras orphan asylum, the Female orphan asvlum, the asylum
tor destitnte boys, the Catholic male orplian asylom, the Fircman's charvitable association, the Howard association,
Stone’s hospital, the Cirens street infirmary, and many others had their beginnings at various dates betwecn
1530 and 1540,

Such a list as this, extending over more than a decade, is probably donbtfil evidenee of that degree of progress
which should have characterized a growing Awmerican eity, or even of that degree of effort which would have
exensed some features of her decadence,  Ovplian asyloms were indifferent substitutes for sanitation, and short-lived
banks for improved harbor approaches,  “ Had a tithe of the exertion,” writes one in New Orleans, in 1547, “been
male to retain it, that has distinguished the eflortz of the North to dw it off, we shonkd ot now Be called to look with
astonishment at beholding one-liall in bolk and valoe of western prodoce seeking a market at the novthern Atlantic
eities, where twenty years ago not a doliar was sent throngh the channels now bearing it away from New Crleans.”

Yet it woulil have been unreasonable and nujust to assume that all deficiencies were doe to liek of enterprise;
and the fact that in the list of loeal movements and sehemes, searcely more than one or bwoe bore any likeness Lo
that bold ontward reach which was making rival eitics, throagh their more fortunate location, daily greater, should
ather be taken as proof that the eapitalists of New Orleans discerned and silently acknowledged the imnovability
of some of the fundamental diffienlties that beset their town and port.

Two railroad enterprizes alone, in this pericd, ventured to project their lines bevond the bomedavies of Orleans
island; but the “New Orleans and Nasbville” selwme, vipening prematorvely, fell to the ground, and the “ Mexican
sulf” road, which it was hoped wonld develop the deep waters of Cat islamd into o harbor of easy aceess to large
vessels, and greatly shorten the journey between New Orleans and New York, never got beyoud the tarther bonnds
of the adjoining parish, and is long since extinet.

Abont the year 1340 or"41, there seems to have arisen in the room of that sort of pablie spirit, enterprising yet
]11-:||~-Hig||||,'1_|_,| wlich bl charncterized the 1:|I‘4."\."Lullﬁ t]l_"i_:;l:hr, A sentiment of more urgeney, which 111‘;_1':I1| to eontem [||.'LI|:
relations bevond the bonndaries of parish and state, and to realize the value and the necessity of public measnres,
addressed to hizher and less strictly material wants, than eould be supplied by gas- or water-works, banks, mints,
or cotton-presses.  An obvions subsidence of the tide of improvement which had made New Orleans at least a brisk
Iagzard, united with this pew feeling of exigeney to produce inguivy, exhoriation, and a general exehange of both
deserved and nndezerved reproach.  Aectual efforts presently tollowed, and steps were taken in the direetion of
popular edncation, enlture, and social order, which, had they been taken when first proposed by a wise few in
executive oflice, 25 or 30 years before, wonld have made New Orleans by that time, in fact and in spirvit, as well as
in name, an American, instead of a Franco- Ameriean eity.

tut the end coutemplated in the earlier sngzestions, wanted something of that popular and general benefit
which has made the more modern idea of publiec edocation aceeptable thronghout America, net exeepting
Louisiana.

On the earnest recommemndation of Governor Claiborne, in 1504, an act had been pazsed in April of the
following year, by the legislative eonncil, *to establish & university in the tervitory of Oleans™. A primary ohjeet
of thiz act i been the institution of the “College of New Orleans™,  Fifty thonsamd dollars were appropriated to
carey ot the provisions of the act; but the amonnt was to be raized by two lotteries.  In 1811 nothing had yvet bheen
effected.  Thivty-nine thonsamd dollars were then appropriated for state edoeational purposes, 215,000 of which
wiere for the institntion of a college in New Orleans, wheres, in addition to those who paid for their tuition, 30 ¢hilidren,
selected from the poorest classes, were to be admitted withont charge,  Under this stimalns New (hleans eollege
wias banilt amd put in operation in 1812, at the corner of Bavon road amd St Clande street. Ten years later it was
the ﬂlll_‘\' edueational institution in New Ul'l{run:-'., of a public charaeter, thongh some private or chorel sehools
accommaodated o few charity seholars,

In Mareh, 1826, another legislative act established one central amd two primaey public schaols in New Orleans,
Ten thonsaml dollars a year were set apart for their support; they were doly established—!the centeal aml one
primary in the ohl Ursaline convent, and the other primary in Tehoupitonlas near 3t Joseph street—and =all tlae
branches of a polite edueation™ were tanght. * Harby®s public school,” in the thied monicipality, finds wention in
1535, but New Orleans college geems to have disappeared,

At length, a convention ealled to frame a new state constitution, mecting in New Ovleans, in January-=April,
1845, again decreed the establishment of the University of Lonisiana, It was intended to consist of fonr faenlties,
oae each for law, medicine, natural science, and letters,  The department of medicine was alveady in existenee as
the medieal sehool of Lonisiana, and this beaneh, amd that of law, weree in full operation in 1547, with 162 stidents
in the former and 31 in the latter, and they have ever sinee continued to be a souree of hovnor and pride to the ety
and the state,

But the mass of educable youth had not been reached—had scarcely been songhi—in these schemes.  Anolthor
sentiment wasz lacking, & feeling of common interest o a common elevation.  This feeling once avoused, men of
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publie spirit were not wanting to give it gunidance, and the names of snch pioneers as Samuel J, Peters, Glendy
Burke, Judah Touro, Martin, Dimitry, De Bow, Forstall, Gayarre, and others, are gratefully remembered by a later
generation for their labors in the eause of intellectual advancement.  The year 15841 dates thecestablishment in New
Orleans of the modern system of free public sehools; for althongh they were not begnn within the eity’s corporate
limits until in the following year, when a single school was opened in the second municipality, “with some dozen
scholars of both sexes”, yet the adjoining cily of Lafayette, always virtnally a part of New Orleans, had founded the
system in the earlier year,

In the beginning of the year 1512 there were in the American quarter 300 children in private schools and 2,000
destitnte of school advantages. By the end of that year there were 238 pupils in the public schools of Lafavette,
and 500 in those of the American quarter of New Orleans proper. In the next year the total attendance in the
publie schools of both sections was 1,314 In 1844 it was 1,793,

Meanwhile there was a movement in the interest of adulls, In 1842 Mre, B, F. French, having bonght a
colleetion of books koown as the “Commercial Library *, threw it open to the public. In 1846 it gcenpicd two
rooms in the Merchants' Exchange, on Hoyal street, and comprized almost 7,500 volumes.  About the same time
the state library was tormed with abont 3,000 volumes, bot was intended for the use of the legislature rather than
for the general public. In this yvear, too, the New Orleans city libeary come into existence through the efforts of
Samnel J. Peters and others, as an adjunet of the publie school enterprise in the second municipality, It numbered
at first some 3,000 volumes, and in 1545 had been inereased to over 7,500, It required, however, a yearly snbseription
of 85 to gain free aceess to this libeavy, It was placed in the newly-founded and anfinished manicipal hall, the samne
whose elassic Grecian architeeture now adorns Lafayette square. The Young Men’s Free Library Association, a
baoddy of commercial citizens, threw open a collection of some 2,000 well-seleeted volumes at the corner of Customhounse
street and Exchange place.

In 15346 a course of publie lectures by leading citizens was attended by a body of hearers which taxed the
capacity of the city’s largest hall, In the same year an historical society, orviginally fonnded in 1335, was revived,
with Judge Martin, the historian of Louisiana, as president. During a few years following, this body cansed
valunable researches to be made in the archives of the Trench and Spanish governments, in Parvis and in Madrid,
through its zealons secretary, Mr. John Perkios, jr., and even began the transeription of important doenments.
In 1847 Judge Charles Gayarrve delivered before the Libravy amd Lyceam Association the four lectures which
afterward constitnted the first four chapters of his history of Loniziana; and in the winter of 1845 1. 1. B. De Bow
delivered the initial lecture of o projected series on public economy, commerce, and statistics; but a ternible epidemic
of eholera cnt them short,

About the latter date Alvarez Fisk, a merchant, bought Mr. French’s library, and in order to carey out the
designs of a deceased brother for the establishment of o public librayy in New Orleans, which sshonld be free to
strangers, offered the entire collection, then containing some 6,000 volumes, to the city, with a “boilding on
Cnstomhouse street for their reception”.  DBut the late public enthusiazsm had sabsided. So adeguate provision
was made by the city conncil or public for the aceceptance of this gift, although under the generons zeal of Mr.
French, its enstodian, it grew considerably in extent.  As late as 1554 it had ot been put into eficient operation,
and the eity was still without a single entirely foee library.

A line or two may be proper here to afford a eomparative view of library facilities in New Orleans and
clsewhere at the time spoken of. In 1850 the pubdic librariez of Lounisiana numbered five and contaimned
9,500 volumes, and her sehool libravies two, with 12,000 volumes,  Muoch the greater part of these were, doubtless,
in New Orleans.  However, taking the state at large, there was one school, Sunday school, or publie library to
each 75,966 persons, or 100 volmwmes to each 2,500 persons.  In Delaware there were 100 volumes to each 707
persons; in Rhode Island there were 100 volumes to every 2006 persons; in Massachusetts there were 100 volumes
to each 1533 persons, This disproportionate dearth of books in Lonisiana might appear less by eliminating the
numnbers of the slave element; but even after thus omitting from the connt what conld not be omitted from the
commnnity, there would still appear but 100 volumes to each 1,215 free persons, while that coulid hardly be called
a more vorable exhibit, which pointed out the Gact of nearly 243,000 persons in the established population being
without books, and legally incapacitated to receive them. In Michigan, a pioncer state without any large eiry,
there were 100 volumes to every 397 persons.  Probably of the 22,400 volumes in Louisiana, all of those in public
and half of those in school libraries, or 15,800, were in New Orleans, which would give 100 volumes to every 642
free persons in the city,

Nothing else seems to have talien such hold upon the estimation of the whole hmly of eitizens in New Orleans,
as did the public sehools,  These continued to grow rapidly in nnmbers and in efficiency, aml it iz pleasant to turn
from the coutrast just indicated, and find New Orleans in 1550 ranking well ap among Ameriean cities in the
advantages offered her youth, and received by them, in free schools maintained at the public eharge.  The pupils
in the public schools of Boston numbered 16 per eent. of the whole population ; in Philadelphia they were 113,
amd in New {rleans 7% per cent.  The character of the reports of New York, in the pages from which these ficts
are taken, makes the pereentage theve doubtful, bug it seems not to have been greatly superior to New Orleans;
Bt. Lounis was slightly so; Lut those of Baltimore, Cincinunati, Charleston, and other towns, were more or less
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inferior. The total number of educalde yonth in New Orleans and Latavette was over fourteen thonsand, of which
6,700 attended publie schools,  In 1538 these numbers had increased to 16,592,

Few conspicnons improvements in veal property, either public or private, appeared to view in this term.  in
the second muouicipality the massive and beautiful tower of St Patrick’s arose, and the eity hall was pushed on
toward completion, The fivst municipality ceded to the United States government the site of the present
enstom-honse, and for many years the hnge and lofty seaffolding of this still uncompleted pile of granite was
one of the most prominent objectz in a birds-eye view of the eity., The United States marine hospital, on the
opposite side of the river, facing the secomd wunicipality, which had been commenced in 1554, but was nnfinished
andd half in ruins, was taken under contract for itz eompletion by James N Caldwell, fonnder of theaters and
s works, projector of the Nashville rail ronte, and, in short, the personal exponent of the material advanee and
enterprise of those times. This hospital, torned into o powder-house during the late war, met its end one day by
being Mown to atoms,

Yet the city was growing from year to year with greater or less rapidity, and in every direction. For some
years the swamp lands in the rear had been in process of clearing and deaining; and streets and houses appeared in
the place of forest or marshy fields.  Algiers, a suburb on the point of land opposite the river front of the old city,
began to grow iuto notice throngh its marine workshops, though still but feeble in population.  Lafayette, almost
unknown to the “down-town Creole”, reached, as has been seen, a population of 14,000 and upward, while the
third municipality, almost as completely nnobserved by the American, as was Lafayeite by the Creole, spread in
unpretentions cottages down toward the near edge of Jackson’s field of renown.

Thiz growth was effected in the Fiee of many obstacles, chiel among which was the still frequent mishap of
inundation, This event in New Orleaus must ocenr either by a erevasse—a giving way of the levee during a
time of high water in the river—or by the rise of backwater from luke Pontchartrain, when long-prevailing
southeast winds obstruct the outflow of the lake's waters through the narrow passes by which they commonly
reach the Gulf of Mexico, or when a violent storm from the north more suddenly produces the same result. Against
both these contingencies much vigilanee has to be exercised at certain seasons,

The effects of these inundations, however, are eazily overestimated.  Property within the boundary of their
probable encroachment is desirable only fo those who must seel the very fewest advanlages of location, and they
have been a prime eanse for the inconvenient lengthening ont of the city along the higher grounds down, and
especially up, the river shore. Dut the city is not engulfed by the waters, life is pot endangered, the business
districts amnd those ocenpied by highly improved honses ave rarely or never invaded, and the extent of the disaster
is mainly eonfined to a distressing interraption in the daily affairs of the hambler elazses, the destroction of their
market gardens and poultry, the damage of honschold goods, and the injory to such public property as street
bridges and theslike. The sickness which might be supposed to follow the snbzidence of the waters has not been
sueh, at least, as 6 make inondations a snbject of alarm on this aceount, and probably ne actoal feature of these
overflows does New Orleans as mnch material injury asis done by their exaggerated bad fame,

Their frequency, also, is easily overrated.  In the eavly bistory of the town they ocenrred at first almost yearly,
and for a long time extremely often; bot later they grew mueh more infreguent.  The moat amd palisaded embankment
which surrounded the Spanish town seems not to have protected it from this encmy. A serions overflow took place
in 1780, another in 1785, another in 1791, another in 1799, All these resulted from erevasses in the river levee
above the town. The last of them oceurred in the month of May, in the * Macariy levee”, near the site of the later
town of Carrollton, now part of New Orleans, Suobsequenily putrid fevers were aseribed to it, but the statement is
made without proper investigation of the facts,

Another inundation in 1513 was cansed by a crevasse in the levee of Kenner's plantation, a mile or two only
above Macarty’s.

Next followed the noted overflow of 1516, On the 6th of May, of that year, Mazarty’s levee, being undermined
by the powerfol eonrvent which there strikes the viver bank, again broke, and on the fourth day after, the rear pacts of
subarbs Montague, La Course, St. Mary, and Marigny, and the whole of the subuarbs behind them—Gravier, Tréme,
and St John—were nnder water to the depth of from 3 to 5 feet. One could travel in a skill from the corner
of Chartres amd Canal streets to Dauphin, down Danplin to Bienville, down Bienville to Borgundy, thos to
8t. Lonis street, from St. Louis to Rampart, and so thronghout the rear suburbs.  The waters fonnd vent by way
of Fisherman®s and St Jobn's bayons to lake Ponteharvtrain, and in 25 days had subsided.  The cosuing snmmer is
stated, on the highest medieal anthority, to have been remarkably healthy.

In 1531 the waters of an inondation reached the line of Danphin street, the fifth from the viver front—the
resitlt of a violent storm on lake Pontehartrain, A similar event occinrred in Oetober, 1537, In 1541 a storm
backed the lake waters up to Burgnndy street, zixth from the river front, and the saoe disaster happened again
in 1846,

But probably the most serions overflow the city of New Orleans ever suffered was that of 1549, On the
afternoon of the 3d of May, in that yvear, the waters of the Mississippi, being then at a higher stage than had been
witnessed before for twenty one years, broke through the levee in front of Sanve’s plantation, some 17 miles above
New Orleans by the river’s conrse, and at once defied a1l vestraints, Tt was at fivst thonght that they would not
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reach New Ovleans, but wonld find their way into lake Ponteharteain by some ronte nearer at hand. Bob the
swamp rapidly filled up behind the eity, the opportunity for throwing up a levee along the rear of the town was
let slip, and by the 15th of May Rampart street was nnder water.

The residents of the fivst municipality (French guarter) strengthened the small levee of Canal Carondelet on
its lower side, and thos entively shnt ont the advaneing Qood from the distriet beyomd that cagal ; bt the rears of
Lafayctte and of the secomd municipality were completely exposed.  The water reached its highest stage on the
S0th of AMay. Itz line ran along behind Bacelms (Barvonne) streef, sometimes reaching to Carondelet, from the
upper limits of Latayette to Canal street, crossed that street between Cavondelet and St Charles streets, amd thence
gtretehed downward and backward to the old basin,  “Abont 220 inhabited squares were flooded, more than 2,000
tenements surronnded by water, and a population of near 12,000 souls either dviven from their homes or living an
aguatic life of muach privation and snffering.”

Al efforts to close the erevasse ntterly failed until, on the 3d of Jone, Messrs, Danbar and Suargi, engineers,
being allowed entive liberty as to ways and means, began worlk, and in seventeen days stopped the breach., On
the 22d of June the water had virtoally disappeared, heavy raing washed away its filthy deposits, and the people
were able to besin the repair of their disasters. Puablie property, too, had saffered ; pavements and gutters were
mueh damaged and street bridges hodd been washed away.,  The second municipality in the following year (1850)
levied S400000 to cover *actnal expenditures on streets, wharves, and crevasses™, and built a levee in the vear of
the municipality from the point where Claiborne street crosses the new canal up to Pelicity road (street) and along
this street to iis intersection with Apollo (now Carondelet) street.

Time showed these provisions to be entirely inadequate.  The city eontinned at intervals to soffer from the
same canse, the last oceasion being no longer ago than Febroary of the present year (18581). At soch times the
pecuniary and personal aid of her citizens is generously ponred oot to the unfortunate; but these admivable
decds arve the fruits of emotional impulses, amd, the distress passed, precauntions against future ecalamity are
omitted or soon fall into negleet.  The last overflow simply overran the top of a neglected and decayed protection
levee, The uneconomical habitzs of the South have not passed suddenly away with the change of its labor system.
Private extravagance still makes public parsimony ; public burdens are but feebly recognized, and New Ovleans is
not yel entirely protected from these pitiful disasters to her hard-working poor,

A number of other events requive to be briefly snmmarized as making notable a short period between 1540 and
1552, It was in the fivst of these years that New Orleans ceased to be the capital, and the small Mississippi river
town of Baton Ronge became the capital of the state.  Nor was this loss restored to New Orleans until after the
destruction of the state-honse in Baton Rouge by fire, and the occupation of New Odeans by United States forees,
during the late war.  In 1830 the seat of govermment was again removed to Baton Honge, and the legislature, at
its next regular session, will meet there. o

As late as 1546 New Orleans was withont telegraphic eommnnication, bot in 1547, and later, certain lines were
taken wnder contract, and by 1550 the city was in telegraphic connection with St. Louis and other points.

The first street pavement with sqnare granite blocks was made in 1530,

The project of a railroad across the isthmus of Tehwantepee received its first deeided impulse in 1850, on the
transfer by one Hargons to Judal . Benjamin, J. 3. Lapeyre, Samuel J. Peters, and others, of extensive grants
amd privileges conveyed to him by José Garay, the oviginal grantee of the Mexican government. Surveys wers
began by United States engineers, and by 1852 one ronte had been surveyed ; but the Mexiean government put a
stop to the work, and the project, thus erippled, dragged feebly along.  In 1853 a rival grantee, Mr. Thomas Sloo,
appeared, and the state of Louisiana gave a charter to a new company, formed with $10,000.000 capital, of which
Mr. Sloo was to receive half. To have realized so great a project would have redeemed New Orleans from the
reproaches so freely bestowed upon her by her sisier cities; but azainst the state of affaivs existing in Mexico no
headway conld be made, though mueh effort was exhausted by the capitalists of the city, and the last year before
the absorbing pelitical campaign which preceded the outbreak of” civil war, fonnd their chamber of commerce
recommending the enterprise with bare reselutions,  Meantime two other enterprises of more moderate scope, bug
of even greater urgeney, met a better fate.  In 1551 those two great works of internal improvement, which have
proved, as they were intended to be, the commereial salvation of New Orleans, were set on foot, to wit, the two
railroads that now respectively unite the eity with the great central railroad system of the Union in the Mississippi
valley, and with the vast southwest, still comprised within the outstretehed boundaries of the state of Texas.
The first of these roads was to strefelh due north toward Jackson, the eapital of Mississippi; the other was to
strike westward toward the town of Opelousas, in Lonisiana.  DBoth reeeived state aid, and the first by the year
1555, the second by 1857, had rveached a distance of over 80 miles from New Orleans, and on the northern road
work was progressing rapidly in the direction of Jackson.

“ilhl!}' ol less importance to the city’s fufnre, was the consolidation of La favetbe anid the thres ||1l.|!|in‘.:i|1n!-1'|itit's
into one city government, on the 12th of April, 1852, Sixteen years of subidivision had demonstrated to Creole,
to American, and to European immigrant the value of unity, Yet it was probably essential, that durving just that
term the progressive amd the conservative elements of the eity should have lived and worked apart, and thos
their adverse ideas, operating side by side, be practically compared, and the superiority of the American principles
of growth be plaioly proven.
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The first great step after the cession toward the Americanization of New Ovleans, was the arbitrary establishment
of the Englizsh tongue. The second was that enforeed one of its military defense against conguest in 1814-"15,
The third, a stage rather than a step, was the shifting of the port’s eommerce from the French amd Spanish
Americas on the south to the great valley on the north, and its consequent transfer into American hawds and an
American I|IIEII'I'I3I'.I The division of the municipalities, in 1836, is of noeertain valoe ; the next andonbtedly
effective step was the establishment of the Amwervican pablie school system threnghont the municipalities, a greater
advance than its most sangnine advoeates probably supposed conld have been made at one stride.  The fifth ste
was the consolidation. By this movement the second wmunieipality, the Amervican quarier, became the acknowledged
center and core of the whole eity.  Its wnnicipality hall became the municipal hall; its publie grounds beeame the
chosen rendezvons of all popular assemblies;. its strects beeame the place of bosiness domicile for all the main
branches of trade; the rotonda of its palatial St Charles, at whose memorabile burning in 1550 the people wept,
restored in 185253, usurped the early predminenee of the St Lonis Bowrrse, and beeame the unofficial guild-hall of
all the more m-ile elements—merchants, politicians, strangers from every quarter and Coban aml Niearacuan
filibusters; aml banks, whose charters still prevented their moving across the “opentral ground™ of Canal street,
moved elose up toward it to catel a share of the financial breezes that blew so favorably npon its Garther side,

The consolidation did not come before o stern neecessity ealled for it. The report of the ¢ Commissioners of
the consolidated debt of New Orleans™ in 1855, savs:

HThe commissioners ®* % *  fonmd the city without eredit, confnsion in most of its branches of govermmnent,
awil the people disheartened. To-day (January, 18355) its eredit iz above par” “The spirit of the people,” they
farther added, “has been awakened * * * o a brighter future is before us”

At the passage of the act of consclidation, the debis of Lafayette and the three municipalities aggregated
BT, 700,000, of which 22,000,000 were past doe. Throngh the improved evedit of the consolidated eity, 85,000,000
of these lll"ht\ were early extingnished, amd the fotal debt of the city on the 1st of April, 1855, the greatest
commercial year that thus far had ever risen upon New Orleans, was bat litile over 3,000,000,

A small steel-engraved picture of New Orleans, made just before this period. is obvionsly the inspiration of
the commercial and selfimportant American. The ancient plaza, the cathedral of St Louis, the old hall of the
cabildo, the calaboza, the remnant of Spanish bareacks, the emptied convent of the Ursnlines, the antiquated and
decayed rue Tonlonse—all that was time-hoenoved and venerable are pnshed out of view, :llul the lately hnmble
fanbonrg Ste. Marie, grown to be the center of wealth and activity, fills the picture alinost from side to side, with long

rauks of huge Mississippi steamers smolking at the levee, and the majestic dome of the first St Charles and the
stately tower of Bt Patrick’s, rise high above the deep amd solid plalanxes of brick and stoue, in the midst of
which they stood gqueen and bishop of the board,

A little later a worse fate befell the group of ancient landmarks, llj.m being left ont of a picture. Renovation
came in,  In 1850 the eathedral was torn down to its fonndations, and began to rise again with all its Spanizh
pictoresqueness lost, and little or nothing gained in beawty.  Own its vight and oo its left absard Freneh roofs were
clapped upon the eabildo and the cowrt-honse.  The Baroness Pontalba, danghicr of the bhenevolent Almonaster,
replaced the plaing old-fashioned stone buildings on either side the square, with large, new rows of red briek,
The city government laid off the Plice d’Armes in Dlinding white shell-walks and dusty flower-beds, and later
—in 1835—plaeed in its center the bronze equestrian figurve of the defiverer of New Orleans, and called the elassic
gpot Jackson Sqnare.  Yet even so it remains to the present, the last lurking place of the romance of early New
Orleans.

The commerce of the city waxed greater. That “forest of masts” of which she was so pardonaldy boastful,
grew yearly longer and darker upon her splendid harbor front.,  In 1531 the receipts of eotion were greater than
biadd ever before been handled, The total value of products from the intevior was nearly 2107,000,000,  The mint
eoined a-ll,l,'i,II:!U,UUU in silver and ;_r,ulcl the most of which had eome Trom the new-fonnd treasnre ficlds of Calilornia,
whither large numbers of the more adventurons spirits of New Orleans ol bastened.  The tobaceo trade, which
for zome years had languished, revived.

The year 1553 brought still greater increase, The reeeipts of cotton alone reached the value of 268,250,000,
The sugar crop was, by many tens of thonsands of hogsheads, the largest ever known in Lounisiana, and l]u total
value of ||11p|;lu{_g-, from the interior exeecded $].3I,l!lj!!:ﬂﬂ,’lﬂ_ Over 10 per cent. of all the arrivals from sea were
steamships.

Wt just here a symptom of decay, long overlooked, began to foree itself upon public notice,  The inerease in
size of sea-going vessels Ll Leen steady amd rapid, and had not received the attention, in the port of New Orleans,
which its importanee merited, until the larger vessels had begonn to shan the bars amd mod lomps of the Balize.
In 15332 there had been, within a period of a few weeks, nearly 40 =hips agromul on the bar at the month of (8 ITE
Mississippi, suffering detentions ranging from two days to eight weeks, Some had been compelled to throw part
of their cargoes overboard, and others to discharge into lighters, over 100 miles {rom their wharves in New Or leans.

There had not been a total neglect, even in earlier years, to eall the attention of government to the defects of
this all-important entrance to the continent, Government, too, had responded; surveys and reports had been
made as far back as 1520 and continuing throungh 1837, 1839, 1847, and 1851, Shortly after certain expensive
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surveys in 1537, Novtheast pass, then the chosen channel, shoaled up; bat Sonthwest pass was presently fonnd fo
serve prezent purposes, heing only less convenient of approach, aml continued to be nsed with tolerable facility
nntil about 1350, Then the inereasing dranght of ships bronght a new diffienlty, and “owing to pressing memorials
of the citizens of New Orleans, Congress ondeved an exploration of the region, and appropriated a large snm for
the deepening of the channels of the viver”., Neglect to pursue the matter to the point of consummating some
permanent remedy, seems not more blagpabls apon governinent than apon the port itself.  While various measnres
and Lalf weasares were timidly recommended in the reports of engineers—dredging, harrowing, jettving, ihe
eutting of a canal to galf waters several miles above the passes—vessels of less than 1,000 tons were grounding on
the bar, aml a commitiee of the New Orleans ehamber of eommeree, in petitioning Congress for the establishment of
anavy-yand at New Orleans, was stating in its address that “formerly the bar at the month of the Mississippi
presented o difficnlty which is now obviated, for modern skill has applied to naval architecture the happy
combination of increased ecapacity of hull, with dimination of draft™, and so on. Natarally the Balize vemained
nnimproved, and in 15533 vessels were again gronwling on the bar amd réemaining, with valuable cargoes, for weeks,
and even for months.

Buat the year 1553 will always be more famed in the history of New Orleans for another calamity, so painful in
its purely luman aspect, that its commereial resnlts, considerable as they were, ave entively obsenrved by its dak
shadow, The yellow fever of that year gave New Orleans, for all time, a sad eminenee in the list of plague-stricken
towns, and must long continne to be a standard of comparison, for all pestilential visitations preceding or following
it, in the annals of Amerviean cilies,

Ifrom the beginning nothing eonld have been more obvions to the most superficial glance, than the insalabrity
of the site chosen for New Orleans. DBut the almost total neslect of government and people to attempt its.
improvement, was hardly less so. Governor Perier, in 1726, did Limself the credit to urge, in his dispatches, the
necessity of sanitary measures, and the Baron Carondelet, toward the elose of the last century, stood conspaeuonsly
apart from the long line of royal governors, in the attention he gave to the matter of public health, and for certain
limited works, proseented with a view to deercasiog the prevalence of malaial and putrid fevers,

Some benelicial changes eamae about graduaally, without any intended reference to !!tlhlh'. sanitation. A certain
defective surface drainage, some paving, improved honse-building, wiser domestic life, removal of moch noxions
forest and undergrowth, a batter cirenlation of air, probably a slight reduction of temperature, and probably, too,
what was more important, a redoction in humidity., But it was long before a system of public scavenging was
adopted, and when it eame it was only better than none.  Later still open canals, intended for drainage, began to
multiply, but they were ill-placed, poorly constrocled, and entively neglecled.

Many featores in the system of municipal cleansing were =o far from being troe sanitary measures, that
stodied effort to make matters as bad as possible conld hardly have been more viciouns, Most of these, however,
need no wention, being easily found in the contemporaneons history of almost any eity. A singular eilect of their
combination in New Orleans, more amusing now than then, was that for a term of years—uotably Getween 1557
and 1540—rats became a common and intolerable pest that defied extermination,

The nndreained state of the 20il was the main source of many evils.  Prominent among themn was the enstom of
sepulture in tombs above ground, and the alimost total interdiction of burial in the earth. A grave in the ground
was lower than the water level.  Tor a long time the tombs, later composed ouly of brick or stone, inclided wouwd
in parts of their strueture, and fell into decay so0 early as often to expose the bones of the dead,  As the tewn grew
in age aud in density of population it daily, aml as uncoreernedly as other towns, made the ground Deneath it move
anid more poisonons, and spreading out npon the low gronnds belind it, actually bezan to ocenpy o district which
liad DLeen used as o domping ronnd for its night-soil.

Meanwhile the town, expanding into a brisk commereial port, was yearly multiplying its communieations with
the West Indies, and a horrid amd fatal disease began to make itsell eonspicuons, which in earlier days had
visited the 1'|l]L|tI:'I.' I':II'I’,‘III'.' il at all, and Lad been Lot vacnely recopnized. In l?ﬂii’ for the fir st filllt"T a fatal l‘!rillt"l]t'i(:
diseasze was distinetly and popularly identified as the yellow fever, From that date its appearance was frequent, if
not annual, and the medieal records of the city enumerate, between (hat date and the present writing, 13 violent
and 24 lighter epidemics of this dread visitant. Tt was present in 1799, in 1500, 1501, 1504, 15049, 1511, and 15125
was violent in 1517 and 1522, and from this time nntil the Dlockade of New Orleans by the United States fleet, in
1561, it made its appearance, sometimes in epidemics and sometimes only in sporadic form, every summer.

In 1532, when the livst great cholera wave swept across the Atlantic, New Orleans suffered fearfully from its
presence. It “made its appearance about the 25th of Oectober, in the midst of an epidemic of yellow fever, and in
£ ® % 2days * * & Killed about 6,000 people™.  The mortality amonnted in some days te as high as 500,
i a population which was estimated to have been veduced, by the Bight of many, to at most 55,060,

In 1539 over I,:}HH [PETS0NS died in New Orleans of }'1'|I|‘|'L'r fever, In 1541 there were ],SHIF victims. Detween
1837 awld 1843 some 5,500 deaths were from this cavse.  In the summer and fall of 1547 over 2,800 perished. In
the seeond hall of 1848, 372 died. 1t had barely dizappeared when the cholera, which had agzain been ravaging
Earvope and ihe British isles, appeared amd raged for eight mpnths, eareyving offt 4,100 vietims, A month laier,
Aungust, 1549, the yellow fever returned, and by the end of November had destroved 744 persons.  In this month
the eholera again revived, and by the end of the year 1550 had added 1,551 to the long roll.

i
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It would seem, at first glance, that a eity nnder such ealamities would have been aronsed to grapple with the
faets of its condition, and at any cost to effect a sanitary revolution that would have presented to its own people and
te the onter worll the well-anthenticated fignres of a low death-rate.  Dut sanitation could searcely make its way,
where mmsalubrity was 1|;1|:[.!.' tlenicd or 1|i.~ib|,:|i|,l1;[-.||; amd it |ﬂ‘u||',|'|:||_'l.' 'I'{"[J_'Ilil'l'.‘d. a residence among & lethargie and
intensely provineial people, to nnderstand with what henesty of conviction such eommunities ean assert and maintain
the non-existence of the most dreadful evils,  “ New Ovleans, disguise the fact as we may,” writes De Bow in 1544,
“has haad abeoad the repotation of being o great charnel honse. * * *  We meet this libel with facts:” and
thereupon, thongh a professional statistician, he presents assertions, but no fizores,  In January, 1551, at the close
of the frightinl ills jnst vecounted, the mayor officially prononnced the city to have been perfectly healthy doring
the paszt year and free from all epidemic™ The fact was omitted that the mortality had been 62 per 1,000 of the
population, and in the previous three years respectively, 77, 66, and 54  The press was not behind the pubilic
officials in a stout non-statement of facts, of which so purely commercial a people supposed they had a right to
require the withholding; and its persistent veiteration of the eity’s salnbrity and of the longevity of the native
population, was oddly interwoven with the assertion that the nnacelimated absented themselves on the approach
of every snmmer by thounsands,

A few medical men, alone —Barton, Symonds, Fenner, Axson—about the year 1549, had begun to extricate
firom oblivion and bring to light the city’s vital statisties, and boldly and intellizently to publish truths which
shoulid have alarmed any community. But the dizclosures that the mortality of New Orleans in 1549, even after
deducting the deaths by cholera, had been abount twice the common average of Doston, New York, Philadelphia,
or Charleston, fell npon insensible ears.  Doetor Barton’s recommendation of nnderground sewerage, urged in
1550, was veceived in silence amd soon forgotten, to be revived and adepted in improved form thirty years
alterward. A quarantipe bad been established in 1521, contivued through 1524, withdrawn as nseless in 1525,
amdd has never been re-established,  Lmproved police measurves were alluded to o general terms as being in foree,
bt it is not clear what they eould have been intended to compass; a plan for daily Sushing the open street gatters,
which are universal in New Orleans, was proposed to the city conneil and rejected, and the gutters left to present
“a most dissasting aspect™.  Stazoant water stood wnder bonses and in vacant lots.  The strects were
proverbizlly muddy and filthy. A large portion of the dead were buried in thickly settled regions of the city.

As the year 18353 drew near, all these nnfortunate conditions secemed to approach o elimax, nnder a contract
seavenging system, and the “fonl and nanscons steams arvising from the street gutters and other depositories of
decayed awimal and vegetable matter™ became the subject of public outery.

In the veport of the board of health for the week, ending the 25th of May, 13535, a deatlh by yellow fever
was annosneed, an exceptionally early commencement. The daily papers left it unpublished. Other reports in
June were received in the same way,  On the 2d of July, 25 deaths from vellow fever were reported for the closing
week, A seazon of daily vains set in. At the end of the next week 59 deaths were reported.  This was equivalent
to not less than 300 eases, anwd the newspapers slowly and oue by one began to admit the presence of danger.

The disease vow sudidenly broke out like the flames of a conflagration.  For the weelk ending July 16, 204
deaths woere reported,  The Howanrd Association began active service. During the following week the admissions
to the Charity hospital alone were from GO to 100 o day, and its floors were covered with the siek.  From the 16th
tor the 250 of July the deaths from the fever averaged GL per day,  Yet it was only in the preceding weel that a
city jonrnal had prolessed itz ignorance of the presence in New Orleans of any prevalent diseases, and in this week
. MeParlane, s noted physician of New Orvleans, “sapported by many others,” advaneed the theory that the
acenmulation of filth and offal in the yards, allevs, and streets of the eity was ealealated to vetard the formation of
a yellow-fever atmosphere, 1t was vidieuled,” says o wedieal writer in De Bow and an eye-witness of the great
epidemic, “thronghont the world ontzide of New Orleans.”  In that city some denonnced the doctrine and others
denied the filthiness of the streets. Ow the 250k of July the eity couneil established a quarantine at Slanghter-house
point, apposite the city. .

The interments of fever victims for the weelk ending July 30, averaged 79 a day, The rains continued and the
wenther became unseasonably ool The vsoaal summer customn of the municipal anthorities of ordering the Poisoning
of vagrant doegs, lid not been suspended, and their bloated careasses lay in almndanes, exposed in the steeets and
floated by dezens in the eddies among the wharves,  Gormley’s basing a small artificial barbor at the intersection
of Dryades walk and Felicity road, for the accommodation of cord-wood amd shingle cutters, was termed #a pestilential
muck-and-mire pool of dedad animals and Gilih of every kind”, The fever raged with special violenee in the fonrth
ilistriet (Lafayette), where German immigrants abounnded.

The month of Aungust set in. The weekly rveport of the Gth showed 187 deaths from other diseases, an
enormous death-rate, to which was added 947 vietims of the fever,  The deaths throughont the weels, in the Charity
hospital solely, had averaged night and day 1 every half honr.  As the Tth of Angust drew (o a close, T1 hm]"u-:t,
im a single cemetery in an inhabited distriet, were leit nuburied, = piled on the groand, swollen apd borsting their
cofling, and enveloped in swarms of flies” In the twenty-fonr hours of the S5th of Aogost the deaths were 225

OF these deaths 195 were repovted as the resalt of yvellow fever; bat sueh an appalling mortality, as this wounld
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leave to be attribnted to other dizeases, is ineredible, and the true explanation must be found in the infatnation
with which many professional men will at sueh times cling to theories concerning the name of a prevailing pestilence,

Such a state of affairs now existed, that the |'i11l.. wis well deseribed as a * theater of ]u_n'r{:t':;‘", amil the reznlts
of the plague were tuened into feesh canses.  “Alas,” eried the editor of one of the daily papers, giving atterance
toa literal fact, “we have not even gravedigrer2”  Safficient numbers of thesze conld not be hived at five dollars
an hour.  While somwe of the dead were boried with pomp and martial honors, the drivers of dead-carts went
knocking from door to door, asking at each if there were any dead to be buried. Long rows of coffing were laid in
furrows of scarce two feet depth and hastily covered with a few shovelfuls of earth, which the heavy rains falling
daily washed away, and the whole mass was left “filling the air far and near with the most intolerable pestilential
oidors™,  In the neighborbood of the graveyards funeral trains jostled each other and quarreled for place, in an air
recking with the efifuvia of the earlier dead.  Many “fell to work and buried their own dead”. Many sick died in
earriages and carts on their way to the hospitals.  Many were found dead in their beds, in stores, in the streets,
amd in other places. The lengthened police reports indicated one of the natoral results of a eommon mortal
jeopardy.  But heroism, too, was witnessed on every bhand.  The * Howards™ won a fame as wide and lasting as
the npbappy renown of their cify, while lmmdreds of others displayed an equal, thongh often unrvecorded,
self-abnegation.  Forty-five distant cities and towns sent pecuniavy relief,

On the 11th of Angust 2053 persons died of the fever, and in the week ending two days later, the total deaths
were 1,404, LRain fell every day tor two months, amd it became almost impossible for the hearses to reach some of
the cemeteries.  On the 20th of Aungost the week's mortality was 1,534 On the 15th 400 discharges of cannon
were made and Iarge quantities of tar burned, in the forlorn hope of purifying the air. The noise of the cannon
threw many siek into convulsions, and was prompily discontivned,  In the little town of Algiers, on the river shore
opposite the city, there died in this week one thivty-sixth pact of the whole population. On the 21st, in New
Orleans, there were 269 deaths.

At last, on the 224 day of Auguast, the maximum was reached when death struck a fresh victim every live
minntes, and 233 deaths summed np the confessedly incomplete official record of the day. The next day there
were 25 less.  The next there was a further reduction of 36. Each day following the number diminished, and by
the Ist of September was redoced to 1190 By the 10th it was 80, by the 20th 49, and by the 30th 16. The total
interments in the cemeteries of New Orleans, between the 1st of June and the 1st of October, was but a few short
of 11, 0MH),

But this number does not include the wany buried withont certificate, nor the hondreds who perished in their
flight trom the city, nor those who fell vietims to the fever brought into their towns by refugees. On the Tth of
September the mail-bill was returned to New Orlearis from the litile town of Thibodeanxville, with the indorsement,
HStores closed; town abandoned; 151 cases of fever; 22 deaths; postmaster absent; elerks all down with the
fever,” It raged in these interior towns with the most terrible virnlence until the middle of October.

In New Orleans it lingered throngh the autumn, and disappeared only in December. In the next two
smmers, 1554 and 1855, it returned and destroyed more than 5,000 persons; to which number eholera added 1,750,
The rate of mortality for these two years exceeded, respectively, 72 and 73 per 1,000, That of 1853 wa= 111, or
one-ninth of the whole population. '

Thus elosed the darkest period in the history of New Orleans. In three years more than 37,000 people had
died, in a population of about 15G,000,

In the twenty-ecight yvedrs since, only one mild and three severe epidemics of yellow fever have fallen upon
the city. In 1538 the total deaths from all canses was 11,720 in 1867 they were 10,096 in 1873 they were a few
less than 8,000, and in 1375 a few over 10,700,  The epidemic of 1373 is the last in the eity’s history, and the only
severs one in fonrfecn years.

The rate of mortality since the “great epidemic™ of 1853, has been steadily and greatly reduced. That visitation
awakened New Orleans to the necessity of measures heretofore neglected, and even while the fever was still
epidemic, @ sanitary commission was formed with comprehensive instrnctions and powers to investigate the nature
of the disease, to pronounee npon the adaptability of a sewerage system to the needs of New Orleans, to inquire into
the real value of quarantine, and to recommend rules of general sanitation.

Of the seweraze scheme nothing came; bat in March, 13535, the legislatnre re-established gquarantine, and the
cfficiency of that Lranch of sanitation and the enforcement of health laws have ever sinee, with little or no
interraption, improved.  The average annnal death rate, which in the five vears ending with 1855 was 70, fell in
the next five to 45; in the next to 405 in the next to 39; in the next to 344, and in that which closed with 1580,
notwithstanding the terrible epidemic of 1575, the rate sank to 333, The mortality of 1879 was under 24, and that
of 15580 under 25 per 1,000,

It has alveady been intimated that the effect of the great epidemic npon the commerce of New Orleans wis
great. It may be too mueh to say that the whole reduetion in its volume, which so promptly followed that calamity,
was due to it alone; yvet a careful search among contemporaneous anthorities fails to reveal any olher canse, and
the coincidence, otherwise, remains unexplained.
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In 1853 the agoregate valoe of exports, imports, and domestic receipts in New Ovleans, excecded 236,000,000,
In 1854 it fell below £213.5000000.  In 1855 it slichtly recovered, and in 1856 the lost ground was muoeh more than
retalen, :

This year marked the beginning of another era of inflation, and the numbers which are being used in these
pages to indicate the amonnt of the eity’s business—but whieh, it will be noticed, do not inclode the immense,
unascertained amonnts of shipments info the interior—roze to the nnprecedentad total of $'.*T],?JIJ',I.I[:II.I'. Yot the
movement of 15357 cast this in the shade and reached an aggregate of S302,000,000,

In this yvear, nevertheless, eame the crash, a erisis grievonsly felt throughont the entire conuntry. In New
Orleans 58 mereantile honses were wreeked before the opening of the next year, and in 15538, 45 others followel.
This result, bad as it was, compared most favorably with that in other cities, New York ehronicling 1,521 @l
Boston 376 failures.  In 153553 another epidemic of fever visited New Orleans, bt it was undonldedly the efleet of
the erisis, not of the epidemic—whose commercial results wonld not be seen until the following year—that the year's
total of exportz and imports declined in value more than 36,000,000,

The year 1560 must close this record. Much, even, that belongs to earlier years has already been passed by
almost or quite unmentioned. The city’s political attitnde toward, and relations with, American and Central
Aanerican states, and her internal agitations, the growih and the deeline of filibustering schemes whicl divided
the public attention with the Know nothing disorders in 1853-"538, the history of her slave system and of her free
people of color, the gradual thengh still partial amalgamation of Creole, Amervican, and immigrant, the story of her
world-renowned carnival, and the development of the fierce “abolition” guestion. This question in its growth,
gtifled for a time that love of the American union which had come to be, and is again to-day, a characterizstic of all
classes of her people. In that year New Orleans rose to the prowdest commercial exaltation she has ever enjoyed,
and at its eloze began that sudden and swift descent, which is not the least pathetic episode of onr nnfortunate
civil war, whose events do not as vet bear cold disenssion. In 1860 the city that one hoandred and forty years
before had consisted of one hundreed palmetto-thatehed hots in a noizsome swamp, counted as the fraction of its
commerce, comprised in its exports, imports, and domestie receipts, the value of #324,000,000.
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LOCATION.

New Orleans lies on both banks of the Mississippi river, its principal part being on the left banlk, 107 miles
from the outer end of the jetties at the mounth of the Sonth pass.  Lis site iz of the formation peculiar to river
deltas,  Its greatest natural elevation is 10 feet 3 inebes above the sea-level, bat this is actificially inereased by the
levee on the river bank to 15 feet, Half a mile back from the left bank of the river the elevation is bot little
above the zea-level, so that, especially during high stages of the river, a larze part of the ¢ity is below the natural
water line, and depends for its safety on the high viver bank and on the protection levees at the upper and lower
sides and along lale Ponteharvtrain, whicli lies a few miles back from the river. More than half the distanee
between the viver and the lake is an almost unreclaimed swamp, through which runs Metairie ridge, which reaclhes
an elevation of only 3 feet and 2 inehes, and a few other minor elevations of eonsiderable relative importance.
The margin of lake Poutehactrain (vatural surface) is about 3 feet and 4 inches above the swamp.

Lake Pontehartrain is 30 miles long and 24 miles wide, It receives g considerable inflnx from the Mississippi
viver through olid crevasses, and has several tortuous navigable outlets to lake Dorgne amd Mississippi sound,
and thenee to the Gulf of Mexico. A small lake, Maurepas, lies to the west of Ponteharteain in the course of the
crevasse chaimels,  There are indieations that the eonrse of the Mississippi river, at no very distant period,
followed the conrse of these present crevasses, amd that lalke Maorvepas bove the same relation to the Gull of
Mexico that Mississippi sonnd now does, the varions divizions between the present lalkes being the vesult of a
formation of bars similar to what has more recently ocenrred in front of the several passes of (he present river.

During the prevalenee of high water in the Missizsippi, or of eontinnous northerly wimnds backing up the
waters of lake Pountehartrain, or of strong north winds which pile these waters up against the sonth shore,
the swamp lands between the lake and the settled portions of the city are often covered with water, Af times
these overflows, one of which ocenrred in the winter of 1530-51, eanse serions inundations to occupied portions
of the city., A settled distriet between Hazan avenne and DBroad street is only 3 feet above sea-level. The
lamd om the vight bank {Alziers) is lower than that on the left, its minimum elevation above sea-level heing
only 12 inches. The elevation of the water of the river, as it passes through the city, is from 0.79 of a oot
below the mean level of the Gulf of Mexico (low water of 1571) and 14.65 feet above that level,® so that the
condilions obtaining in the rear portions of the city,on both siddes of the !"l'l.‘rvl'1 areg i|l1it{‘. similar to those of
Holland, and the eity depends for its drainage on o rude form of pumping machinery similar to the oller works

of that country.
THE TARBOR.

The harbor of New Orleans comprises several turnings of the stream, and its shores are snbject to certain
changes, owing to the action of the great eurrent. At points the slackening of the corvent prodoces heavy
deposits of the alluviom with which its waters ave charged, prodocing af these points a constant extension known
as the “ Battwre”,  This formation has ereated a eonsiderable extension of the river front, mmounting since the
tirst settlement of the Ccity Lo 1|1'_l.'||'|_'k' L3 feet at the greatest widdt ll, near the foot of Delord street, and l.’:'i[i_"‘"[“!lg
frome near the foot of Pelicity street, to about the Place @ Armes, at the center of the old French town. At other
points the enrrent, deflected with great foree along the shore, produces a constaut tendeney of the bank to yiell
anmd “eave”, thas shifting the bed of the river gradually in the divection of the yielding bank, without materially
altering the width of 1lhie stream.  This tendeney ||!|'n['lt:|1'1*>a on each =ide of the harbor two 2orts of shore: first, the
abrnpt banks, where at all stages there is a suflicient depth of water to accommodate the lavgest vessels at the
wharves ; and, second, the battare, which has been followed up by the annual extension of the wharves at that

*Thos the Mississippi river, 107 miles from its month, has been omore than @ inches lower than the neminal levels of the gulf at
it montl,  This condition would e |a|.k§.-v|'i|.rh,' ||||r:||=_|r_ 1l prn.,"r,'|.|1'||4f|: ol l.ll|:|;-i.m||l_i.ln|1:1,l strong nortle windls,

1]
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loeality by moving them forward and (illing behind them with earth to the level of the levee, so as fo retain a minimum
depth doring the lowest stages of the water of 10 feet at the wharves of the river-going craft, amd of 20 feet at
those of sep-roing vessels, The widih of ihe. viver (the harbor) varies from 1,300 to 5,000 feet. The lengih of
harbor in actual nse for steamers and shipping, is abont 7 miles on either shore,

On the left bank, where the greater part of the active commerce is carried on, there are 66 wharves eapable
of accommodating large steamers two abreast, or sail-vessels four abreast, and a wharf for river and coasting
steamers amd barges of nearly 14 mile front.,

The shipping wharves have a lengih of from 50 fo 140 feet. Large steamers, loading grain in bulk from
floating elevators, sometimes receive their eargoes while at anchor in the stream. The bottom affords good
anchoraze thronghout, being of tenaciouns clay, but of very irregular depth, the variations within a short distanee
being as much as 100 feet.  The channel ocenpies the entire width of the river, its depth varying from G0 feet to
208 leet,

Daring high water the enreent reaches a speed of 5 milez an honr, while at low water it becomes extremely
sluggish, sometimes less than 1 mile an honr,  In Angust, 1546, there was no pereeptible curvent. At extreme low
water there iz a tidal variation of a few inches,

Beside the river harbor two navigable eanals pierce the eity from lake Tontebartrain to within about one
mile of the viver, where they end in avtificial Dasins,  These are frequented by a large fleet of schooners and a
few light-dranght steamers, doing business with the northern shove of the lake and of Mississippi sound, with
Maobile, Pensacola, the Pearl and the Amite rivers, and the zand and shell yielding coast east of the months of the
Mississippi. “The Oldl Basin®™ is 400 feet long by 225 feet wide at the head of the navigable eanal which runs
to lnke Pontehartrain through the bayou St John.,  “The New Basin™ is a large exeavation with a head frontaze
of 250 feet. The total frontage of this basin aml the sides of the canal, available for wharfage, is about seven-
eighths of a mile. This canal rans directly to the lake,

WATER COMMUNICATION.

Not only is New Orleans within easy and safe communication witl all points along the northern shore of the
Gulf of Mexico to the cast, and by the Mississippi river with the great northwestern basin, bnt it has recently, by
the snecessful ecarrying out of the jetty enterprise, been brought into uninterrapted commuunication with the whole
world, having vow a safe entranee for the largest shipping, whercas a few vears sinee vessels drawing 10 feet of
water were often subject to detention in channels maiutained by artificial deedging. Even the Great Eastern could
now steam directly and at all times from the Guolf to the city’s front.

Ho far as present experience and fotore probabilities wareant the formation of an opinion, it seems clear that a
new departure has been taken in the commeree of New Orleans, aml of ihe great distriet for which the Mississippi
river and the lines of railway leading to New Orleans furnish a natural ontlet.

THE JETTIES.

The vast burden of =ilt bronght down by the Mississippi viver and discharged at its several mouths, is earded
geaward so long as the corrent maintains enongh of its initial veloeity to move it.  When the enrrent becomes so
retarded by the waters of the Gulf as to lose its earrying power, the silt is deposited, forming barvs which rise until
their redoetion of the depth of the stream secures a surface velocity adequate to its movement, The extension of
the bar seaward seems o be prevented by the action of @ littoral eonrrent moving mainly from east to west,

The bar thus formed in front of the Seuth pass bad its erest distant about 2 miles from the mouth of the pass,
and carried a depth of only abont 8 feet of water.  The former navigation channel was maintained by mechanical
means through the bae iu fvont of the Soothwest pass. 1t was shifting and uneertaing and ravely of adequate depth,
The delays that it cansed to navigation were a serious drawbaeck to the commercial prosperity of the city and of
the Mississipp valley,

Projects for the improvement of the navigation have always been entertained,  The first of which record has
been preserves] is desevibed, in the Jowrenal Historigue de U Fstallissement des Franeais & la Lowisanne, by Bernard
La Harpe, one of the king's officers and a standavd authority on every subjeet of which he treated.  He reports the
observations made in April, 1721, of M, de Pavger, a knight of 8t. Lounis, and an engineer, who avrived from Franee
in November, 1720, being commiszioned (under De La Tonr) to fix a permanent site for the capital of the colony.
He says:

La 17, M. de Panger se rendit & embonehare da flenve; apris Uaveir bien sondde of examinée, il fronva que la baree Giait un dépot
de vase de cing cents o nenf cents toises de largenr, an-dedans de Ventrée do fleove, formeé par la rencontre dn flux de la mer et do
Faffaildisscment dn conrant de In viviere, '|.“i g dleborde en |:||||5|i4~||,rs-: Inaneles of canaux : |:|1'|1~,4|_:|mq s dlisbordemens, 1l est ourbewns, ot
dépose en s'abaissant une vase sar les terves of iles qu'il inomde, et sor Jes cmbarras darbres échouds dont clles pamizsent avelr ¢
formécs. Conumne lo flenve charriait alors nne grande quantité de ces Laois, dont partie sent Golonds de odid et dantre du canal de cetis
embonelinn, il Ini sombla qwil serait ai=¢ dem placer dCavanee, et @en former des digees on staeades, ainst qne den boncher gquelgoes
passes oo les arrétant & e vienx vaisseanx coulés & fomd, ce gui angmenterait le conrant sor la baree, la feeait conler, of Pemporierair,
puisque la nature avait Gt en partie d'elle-méme cotic opération depuis Vannéo passie s qn'il o'y avall tronvdé aue snce G dewee pieds G'eac,
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et an bont de hnit mois treize & qnatorze pieds; cette barre s"étant Slargie jusqu’aupres de Pile & la Balise, ot les ingénienrs se proposaient
drétabilic mue batterio et une plage maritime devant laguelle plusicurs vaisseaux tirant seize 4 dix-hoit pieds d'easn, poorraient moniller
en sirekd.® :

The eonditions described by La Harpe had been eonsiderably modified before Captain Eads, in 1874, “made a
formal proposition to Congress to open the wonth of the Mississippd river, by making and maintaining a channel
28 feet deep between the Sonthwest pass and the Gulf of Mexico.” The procedure adopted by him in opening @
clhiannel through the bar, in front of the Southwest pass, was substantially that suggested by De Panger, modified
to meet the changed conditions.

Captain Bads” proposition met with wvery sirenuons opposition, especially on the part of the United States
Engineer Corps, aml his undertaking was embarrassed from the outset nearly to its completion, by political and
finaneial obstacles of the most servious character. He pursned his project with indomitable pertinacity, and is
entitled to almost as much evedit for the perseverance with which he overcame these collateral obstacles, as for the
complete snecess which attended the final exeention of the work.

Important improvements were made af the head of the South pass and in its course, and two jetties were
extended for a distanee of about 12,000 feet beyoud the most advanced bank, that on the west side. The jetties
were located about 1,000 feet apart, but the channel was afterward narrowed by the construetion of wing dams
to a width of from GOD to 500 feet. Dy the oviginal proposition, which was aceepted by the government, Captain
Eads waz to receive 2300000 on the securing of & continnons channel from the rviver to the Gulf with a least
depth of 20 feet, and a width of channel of 200 feet. For each 2 feet additional depth he was te receive an
additional payment of #300,000. The total compensation for the securing of a ehannel 350 feet wide, with a
minimuwm depth of 50 feet, was to be $5,250,000. Oune million dollars of the amount to be paid is to be retained
Ly the government for ten vears, It at the end of that time the channel is still maintained in good condition,
one-half of the money withbeld is to be paid, and the szame condition being maintained for 20 years, the whole
remtining sum is to be paid,

The worlk was practically completed in the month of July, 1579, thongh mivor modifications and a
re-cuforcement of the ends of the jetties, by loading them with blocks of béton, have been continued sinee that date.

Opinions vary still as to the future of this worl, The oltimate relation between the projected live enrvent
and the diverted littoral enrrent to result from it will influenee the future deposit of silt in a manner which
can now be only a matter of conjecture.  All that it is safe now to say is, that thus far the success of the
enterprise is complete, and that there is no reason to apprehend insuperable diffienlties, should it become necessary
to extend the jetties still farther. The effect of thiz improvement on the prosperity of New Orleans canmot De a
matter of conjecture, and its importance is handly less to the whole Mississippi valley, and to that portion of the
southwest connected with New Orleans by railway,

BAILROADS.

In 1830 New Orleans had the following railway communications:

New Orleans and Pacifie railway—not completed.

Chicago, St. Lonis and New Orleans railroad to Cairvo, Tlineis.

New Orleans and Mobile railroad to Mobile, and thence by Montgomery or Columbus, Kentncky, to the east
anid north.

Morgan's Texas railway to Morgan City, thenee by steamers to Galveston, and by rail to Honston and central
Texas,

New Orleans and Texas railroad to Donaldsonville, Louisiana.

TRIBUTARY COUNTRY.

In one sense, and in the most important sense, the country fribmtary to New Orleans iz the whole central
basin of the United States, from the Alleghanies to the Rocky mountains.  When we consider the district immediately
contignons and dependent upon this eity for supplies as well as for the onilet of its products, we find that its
industries are almost exelusively agrieultural, devoted mainly to the production of sugar and cotton. ~ The low pine
and express lands along the northern shores of lake Pontehartrain, and for a distance of from G0 to S0 miles
northward, send Jarge quantities of pine and cypress lomber for loeal consumption and for export. Bricks are

“The 15th, M. de Panger went to the mouth of the river; affer laving sonnded it well and examined it, be found that the bar was a
dleposit of mud from 300 to 9040 yards wide within the montl of the river, formed by the meeting of the incoming tide of the sen and the
wenkening of the carrend of the river, which overflows in several brapehes and ehannels; that in its overflows it is muddy, aml as the
water falls deposits silt on the lands and islands that it inundates, and on the moltitode of Gallen trees, of which these seem to have betn
formed.  As the river carries s oreat auantity of this wood, part of whicl is deposited on one side or the other of the channel of this month,
it seemed to him that it wonld be sy to place some 3 them in advance and to form of them dikes or stockades; also, to close somie uf the
passes by sinking old vessels in them, which wonld angment the eurrent on the bar, coanse it to flow and carry it away, since nature itself
has partially performed this operation sinee last year; fhat le had found only 11 or 12 feet of water, anid at the end of % months 13 or 14
feet; this bar had extended itself as far as the island of Balise, where the engineers proposed fo establish o baitery and a larbor, before
which several vessols, drawing from 16 to 15 feef, could ride in safefy.
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largely mannfuctured for domestic use and for export, those made along the shores of the lake being universally
preferved for pavements and for fonndations, A softer sort of red building brick is made on the vight bank of the viver
near the eity.  There ave in the region turpentine orehards and ehaveoal distriets of importanee.  The hill country
Iving bevowd these wooded lands, and within easy reach of transportation by rail, prodoees large quantities of froits
and early vegetables for southern and even for remote novthern amd eastern towns,  These indastries arve, however,
all unimportant as compared with the prodoetion of the two great staples of the region, sngar and cotton.  The
waters along the coast and abont the low pine-covered sand keys are rich in fish of the choicest kinds,  Some of
these islands also furnish inexhaustible supplies of building sand of the best quality, and of small fossil shells
useful in road-making.  Along the banks of the river above and below the eity, the soil, a sandy alluvinm of great
fertility, iz covered by an almost anbroken series of lavge plantations devoted to the prodoetion of sugar and riee,
Sugar enlture predominates, but on many of the lower lamds the facility for irrigation aml the seeasional presence
of a stift black soil, are especially favorable for rice en'ture.  Twdian corn is largely maised, but-only for plantation
use. The well-Enown Perique tobaceo is prodoced with the greatest sneeess in the parish of St. James, abont
G miles from New Ovleans, and some 3 or 4 miles back from the viver, on a tract of slightly elevated conntry., The
Lamds immediately abont the eity, where tolerably deained, are principally devoted to market gardening, Fine
groves of orange trees in the “eoast” conntry—asg the river plantations ave termed—Dboth above amd below the city,
furnizl the market with an abundant supply of frait of the very best quality.,  The suecessinl produetion of this
fruit extends for a distance of 80 miles below the city. As arule, the plantations line the banks of the Mississippi
and of the several vivers or bayons entering the Gulf, these banks being higher than the lands fariher back, which
are mostly swamps eovered with forests.  The cultivation of onions and garlies is an important item of the industry
of the parish of 5t. Bernard, immediately below the eity—an old Spanish coloay.

OF Iate efforts have begun to e made to reclaim and appropriate for the enltivation of rice, certain tracts of
the marsh lawds back of the plantations forming zo large 2 proportion of the territory of lower Lonisinna, mul
of the guaking praivies, whose soil is avegetable mold resting on a stratum of elay of variable thickness, and often
apparently underlaid by quicksands. It is from the months of =mall bays and bayous piercing these immense
marshes that New Orleans is supplicd with ovsters, and from other innumerable lagoons that she obtains her abundant
supply of wild duck and other water-fowl,  The timberod swamps supply timber and Spanish moss as articles of
COMMEree,

THE EITE.

New Orleans ocenpies a tract of land lying 12 miles along the left bank and aeross the eonvexity of a bend on
the right bank of the Mississippi.  Its width varies from 43 to 71 miles as to corporate limits, and from § of o mile to
2 miles as to actnal settlement.  The natural drainage is away {rom the banks of the river, and generally toward
neighboring waters, communicating with the Gulf or with the lakes to the north,  The surrounding conntry, for a
radivg of about 5 miles, was formerly densely wooded, but now has been almost completely eleaved. The soil,
whether the sand of the river banks and slight elevations, or the dark still’ earth of the swamp lands, is of great
fertility, The allovial deposit is generally but 2 or 3 feet in thickness, resting on a substratum of aniform and
tenacions blne clay.,  The sinking of an artesian well, begun in 1554, in the heart of the city, piereed this clay to
depth of 15 feet, and then struck another stratum of clay mixed with woody watter of less than 4 feet thickpess,
Beneath thiz lay o mixtove of sand and clay 10 feet thick, resembling the annual deposits of the river,  Below these
was a continual though ivvegular alternation of these strata of clay, varying in thickness fvom less than 12 inches to
more than GO feet, with layers of sawl and shell and of mixtures of these with the elay. At a depth of 335 feet a
uniform stratum of 145 feet was steael, The well was abandoned at a depth of G30 feet. No masses of rock were
founid, only a few water-worn pebbles and some contorted and perforated stones. At a depil of 5582 feet there was
encountered a strotom of hardpan.  No other investigations seem ever to have been made of the geologieal character
of the site of the city or of the conniry immediately surronnding it.

THE CLIMATE.

The elimate of New Orleans is of the chavacter known as “insala™, the eity being almost completely survonnided
by open bodies of water and swamps and marshes. The winds from all guarters beeome eharged with moistore,
and thus maodily the extremes of heat and cold,  The bighest recorded snmmer temperature sinee 1519 is 108 Falir,
This point has been reached bat thece times in this period.  The highe®t sommer temperature o average years is
94.72 Fahr. The lowest recorded winter temperatnre, reacled Dot O, ig 162 PFahr. The lowest winter
temperature in average years is 2742 Falir,  The cold and dry northeasterly winds, noticeable to the northwosi
and southwest of New Ovleans, lose their veputed evaporating power, amd Dby the time they have reached the city
have become tempered by the marshes amld bodies of water over which they have passed,  The prevailing winds are
from the southeast, bringing much vapor gathered in their passage over the marshes skivting the Gulfof Mexico,  The
air :ir‘.tlu‘l'l'ﬁn‘v:Ihl.'n.\s i o eondition of high Illllllillilj'. The heat ravs are absorbed and thediveet solar heat wmade mneh
less intense than it would be were the elimate more div. There are no elevations of land sofficiently near to afleet the

air-currents reachiong the city om any direclion.  The inlluence of the immense sea marshes, which lie a few miles
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away on several sides, is probably eonfined to the dampening of the atmosphere already noted. The swamp lands,
either now or formerly covered with forests, still undrained and surrounding the immediate snburbs of the eity, are
the cause of much malarial fever. No recond of “sick rate” has been kept, except in a very fragmentary form; but
the zeneral verdict of the best-informed physicians of New Orleans, attributes fully one-thicd of all the siclkness (uot
of the mortality) to malavial fevers, resulting from the proximity of these wet lands and from the deficient drainage
of the city itself, notably the latter. It is also maintained by the same anthorities, that other diseases, almost
withont exception, are subject to malarial complications. This malarial inflnence is not of a severe type, save in
districts neavest the swamps, particularly the lower part of the city, where the swamp approaches very near to the
river, amd in that part lately joined to it on the right bank of the Mississippi. The river, by its great width
and rapid movement, seems to act as a barrier to the malarvious influence of the swamps beyond it, and malarvial
fevers are rarer and generally milder in proportion as they ocenr in those parts of the city near the river banlk,
The high homidity of the atmosphere of New Orleans seems to tend to a reduction of the natural powers of
resistance to this influence, indocing lassitude, affections of the alimentary canal; and general depletion doring the
warimer seasons, and atfections of the rvespiratory organs, rhenmatism, and kidoey derangements doring winter,
On the otler hand, the resulting moderate vange of temperaturee, both daily and annueal, gives a elimate favorable
to young children, an effect forther heightened by the free ventilation and the full exposure of the menerally low
hounses to sunlight and air,
STREETE.

The total length of the streets of New Orleans is 566.29 miles, of which 472,34 miles are nnpaved,
Total length paved with each of the following materials :

Miles,
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The estimated cost of each is as follows:
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The cost of repairs cannot be exactly determined. There is an undivided appropriation of #500,000 for the
expense of keeping streets in repair, keeping them clean, and removing garbage,

The estimated anunal cost of repairs, per squarve yard, is as follows: Cobble-stones, 10 cents per annum ; stone
blocks, 10 cents per annum ; broken stone or shell, 23 cents per annnm,

Concerning the velative facility with which each is kept clean, the report says: “Stone blocks are far the
easiest kept elean: cobble-stones much easier than wood (plank), broken stone or shell.”

Concerning economy, stone blocks®ave found to be beyond eomparison the best and cheapest for streets of
heavy traffic, where alone they are nsed. Cobble-stones are cheaper than wood, broken stone, or ghell. These |
latter are more expensive than unpaved streets.  Shell roads, made of oyster-shells pulverized and volled, make
fine carriage drives, but they wear rapidly, and easily fall into bad repair, so that their maintenance is diflien]lt and
costly.

The great length of anpaved streets is one of the serions drawbacks of the city. The natural soil is of sueh
a character, that, nnder the action of heavy rains it becomes an almost impassable mire, and during dronght is
extremely dusty. At times, on such streets, traffie is almost restricted to the lines of the street railroads, which are
either planked or paved between the tracks, and to the sidewalks.

- SIDEWALKS,

The sidewalls, called @ banguettes”, :l:'{'! generally from 10 to 12 feet wide, and paved for the whole width, In
streets oceupied by the better elass of residents, they are often mueh wider and paved with German flags, or with
an artificial stone ealled Schillinger pavement, which is excellent.  In most of the business parts of the city, the
sidewalks are covered with North river blue-stone flags; but the common sidewalk pavement, of the closely-settled
bt poorer districts, is almost exclusively of brick. In the newer quarters, especially in those recently ineluded
within the extended eorporate limits, sidewalks are generally of plank only, and narvow.

Each property owner is required to keep in repair the sidewalk in front of his premises; hence no report of
the total amount of sidewalk, or of the extent of walks of different materials, bas ever been made.
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GUTTERS.

Om the paved streets the gutter is bounded by a curb of North river blue stone or of Boston graniie, and the stone
pavement of the arched street extends to this in paved streets.  In those paved with wood, shell, or hroken stone,
the gutters have a bottom of heavy planlk, and these are often separated from the sidewalks by wooden eurbs,

On many of the streets running back from the rviver the gutters are deep channels from 2 to 3 feet wide,
enrbed on both sides with stone or wood, and capable of carrying large bodies of water, the excessive rainfall of
tropieal storms often exceeding the eapacity of these gatters and of the drainage canals beyond, and flooding the
whole width of the street at a distance of about half @ mile back from the levee, where the flatter grade begins,

TREE PLANTING AND GRAZSSED PLACRES.

Trees ave very extensively planted throughout the entive city, outzide of the more active business districts, both
on private gronuds and on the outer edges of sidewalks, Some streets are almost completely over-arehed with
forest trees.  Formerly, in the Freneh quarter, trees were planted on the street side of the gotter, bat this practice
no longer exisis,

Several of the wider streets have two distinet roadways, separated by broad grassed places known as “neatral
gronnds ", for the veason that most of them were originally the boondavies of distinet fawbowrgs, or municipalities,
These are planted with forest trees, sometimes with three continuons rows forming a double avenue, These
avennes have quite generally been appropriated for street-car rontes, with the effect of relieving the roadways of
the inconvenience of car tracks, and preventing the wear and tear of the track by ondinary street trafiic, .

There are 13 of these neatral grounds, several of which are traversed in the whole or a part of their length by
apen draining canals, ;

A late report of the city surveyor shows the number of trees in these places and in the public squares to be
5,027, which is but a small fraction of the trees in the eity, the vast majority of which are planted and maintained
by private owners.

Street construetion work is generally done by contraet, amd repairing by the day, all new work being given ont
by contract nnder earveful specifications, the payment of the contractor being dependent on a proper exeention of
the work. For repairving and eleaning streets and bridges and removing garbage the system of day's work is
preferved, owing to the diflicalty of holding contractors to its proper execution.  Doth plans have Deen tried, and
the contract system proved an ntter failure,

STREET RAILROADES.

In the following statement there are included two lines of road, using steam dummies exelusively, running to
different points on lake Ponteharteain, and one line nsing steam dommies on a part of the road to Carvollton.

All termini arve within the city limits. The total length of all roads iz equal to 140 miles of single track.
Total nnmber of cavs, 373; of which 313 ave hovse cars, and 60 small passenger coaches; total number of horses
(mules), 1,641 total number of steam engines, 205 total number of men employed, 6713 total number of passengers
carvied during the yvear (onmber of fares taken), 25,716,527,

The vate of fare on horse cars is 5 cents, and on the steam trains to the lake 15 cents to go and return.

There are no cimnibns lines on sed rontes, only one small line for the accommodation of railroad and steamer
passengers, which employs 7 omniboses, 5 wagons, 14 men, and 25 horses. The total number of persons carried
during the year is about 6,000, and the rate of fare 50 cents.

WATER-WORRK=.

The water-works were originally built by the Commercial Bank of New Orleans, in 1836.  They were purchased
in 1569 by the eity, and bonds were issned in payment therefor.  In 1578 a charter was granted by the legislature,
incorporating the New Orleans Water-works Company, and April 10, 1378, the entire property was deeded by the
city to this company.
The total cost is given as 1,250,000, The water is taken from the Mississippi river in the upper part of the
city, and is pumped into the mains and standpipe, under an extreme head of 150 feet, the usual head Deing from
80 to 90 feet. ;
The distribution is throngh 71 miles, mainly of cast-iron pipe varying, from 36 inches to 3 inches in diameter,
The average amount pumped daily is 3,000,000 gallons; the greatest, 11,000,000 gallons; the leasi, 7,000,000
gallons.  The average cost of raizing L,000,000 gallons 1 foot high iz 11 cents. The yearly cost of maintenance,
aside from the cost of pnmping, is 220,000, The vearly ineome from water-rates is 201,000, No water-meters are
used.

There has been as vet no provision made for the settling or filtration of the water, and the deposit of sediment
in the pipes during the six months of high water, frequently prevents the free working of the smaller mains,
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WATER-WORKE COMPANY.

The following iz taken from the anoual report of the New Orleans Water-Works Company, April 10, 1830:

The New Orleans Water-Works Company, as reovganized, has a eapital stock of 2,000,000, and has issued
bonds to the amount of 152,500,  Its eapital is invested in the works, which were purchased from the city. Its
improvements have cost, up to April 9, 1380, 2135256 52, Its reeeipis for the year ending April 9, 1850, for
water-rates, were 301,339 63, It expended for improvements in the works during the year ending April 9, 1550,
178,744 63, and for ordinary running expenses, 320,937 65,

The amount of water punmped (from the Mississippi river) during the year ending April 9, 1880, was 3,054,762,000
gallons. The coal eonsumed in this serviee was 31,734 barrels. Prior to the improvements the service-pipes
thronghont the city were not only too small for the efficient distribotion of water, bat they had become so filled
with silt deposited by the muddy viver-water that their original eflicieney was very much reduced, and in some
instances entirely destroyed.  Some of this obstructing deposit has, since the improvement of the pnmping-works,
Leen forced out by fluzhing under a strong head, so that pipes in the lower part of the city, formerly nearly or quite
nseless, have been restored to their full effieieney.

The pipes laid in the course of the improvement to April 9, 1580, are:

Foot.
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SBince the date of the report the pumping-works amd stand-pipe have been eompleted, the service is much
improved, and the nse of the water is rapidly extending.

The most important remaining need of these works is an arcangement for the sapply of water elarified by
gettling in basins, It a5 thought that the demand and the financial condition of the company will not at present
justify this work,  When the improvement shall have been made it is proposed, in order to flush the gntters of the
perpendienlar streets, to set aside for that purpose pipes not needed for the general distribution, and to send
through them water pumped directly from the river withont settling.

Experience with the New Orleans water-works indieates the advisability of removing cement and iron pipes,
where these were originally laid, aml substitating pipes of east-iron.

GAR-WORKSE.

The gas-works are owned by a private corporation. Daily average production, 593,000 feet. Rate, where
consumplion is less than 500 feet per month, 23 per thonsand; where 300 feet or more, 22 70 per thonsamd feet.

The eity pays 213 33 per annnm for street lamps, of which there ave 3,600,

The income from rates is $505,525 79,

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

The bmildings owned or oceupied by the city for municipal uses are the eity hall and court-honse, opposite
Lafayette square; court-honse opposite Jackson square; court-house in the fifth district; conrt-house in the sixth
distreict; second judieial conrt, Carrollton; house of the aged and infivm; boys' house of refuge; mortgage office;
workhousze: pavish prison, and insane asylom,

The total cost of the municipal boildings belonging to the city is abont 500,000,

The original contract price of the eity hall was $120,000.

Mr. Cable appends the following note to his veport: * No printed list of the municipal buildings, giving their
original cost, is known to be extant, and the imperfect condition of the city archives, consequent npon varions
periods of disorder and neglect, especially that of the late war, make it improbable that any search among them
wonld yield a list of vndonbted accnaey.”

PUBLIC PARKS AND PLEASURE GROUNIN.

The total arca of the public squares inclosed and within inhabited limits is G39.42 acres.

On Metairie ridge, in the rear of the zecond distriet, between Ursuline and St. Lonis streets, a tract of 153
acres has bheen for many years set apart as a public park. It is covered with a natural growth of majestie live-onks.
It remains, thus far, very moch in a state of nature. The question of its further adornment and utilization for
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pleasnre purposes would involve an arrangement for the drainage of the arvea and its neigzliborhood sueh as no
administration of the city governmeni has ever felt justified in undertaking, It is roughly fenced in, and is in
charge of an unpaid keeper, “who finds his remuneration in using it as a cow pasture.”

In 1571 there was acquired, throngh the action of a commission appointed to purchase land suitable for a city
park and for the site of a state honse, a tract of 250 acres of unimproved land, with a frontage of 2,423 feet on the
left bank of the river, 3} miles above Canal street by the course of the river, and extending to St { harles avenne,
with an average depth of 5,530 feet, about 4 miles above Canal street by that road, and with a frontage on that avenne
of 1621 feet. 1t has a nniform fall from the river bank of about 8 feet to the mile.  Excepting a very fine avenue of
live-oaks, near the river, it is destitute of trees, amd in its present condition is simply an expanse of inelosed
GO,

The cost of this city park, now being paiil, was 2300,000. No appropriation has ever been made for its
improvement.,

The total cost of the public parks cannot be aseertained. With few exeeptions, the smaller publie squares
were laid off by the persons who owned the swrrounding land and divided it into town lots: these have generally
become public property by donation,

The lower city park, on Metaivie ridge, was expropriated at a valoation of 240,880 from the estate of John
MeDonongh, the cities of New Orleans and Baltimore being equal heirs to the greater part of that estate, which
ineluded this tract. Baltimore abandoned its undivided half to New Orleans in payment of taxes,

No ountlay is made for the maintaining of the larger parks; the smaller publie squares receive, however, a
certain amount of attention. All are nominally under the control of the administrator of police.

Jackson square, in front of the Cathedral, the old Place d'Armes, is well kept and much frequented, and, with
its wealth of orange trees and other sub-tropical vegetation, is e xtremely attractive. It is elosed at night, and has
a day amd a night watehman and a gardener.

There are no ordinances relating to the control of the parks.

PLACES OF AMUSEMENT.
New Orleans has five theaters :
Seating eapacity.
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Theaters pay to the city a license fee of 2250, and to the state of 2500, In addition to this they pay to the
charity hospital, in accordance with a stipulated provision, as follows:

SECTIeN Y. For EVETY ||||||-ﬁ|': ball oF comeett, the stm of ten dollars shall he ]'l:l.'iﬂ ta the treasarer of the 1!1!H]|il:'||: ami annnally,
for each theater, one hnndred dollars: for each eirens, ene handred and fifiy dollars: for every menagerie, fifty dollars; for every show,
twenty-five dollara, Amnd it ghall be the duty of the mayor of the city of New Orleans, in authorizing any of these exhibitions, previensly
to require the receipt of the treasurer of the hospital for the payment of the said sams respectively, and in ease e shonld issoe any license
witheut such receipt the city of New Orleans shall be liable therefor,

Grunewald hall, in Baronne street, occupies the upper portion of a large building erected in 1874, It bas a
seating capacity of 1,000, and is provided with the conveniences and appurtenances of a concert hall of the better
elass, including a stairway at each of the four corners for escape to the ground in ease of five,

Onild Fellows hall, on Lafayette square, is a well-appointed music lall, with a seating capacity of 1,000,

Masonie hall, in St. Charles street, at the corner of Perdido street, has a seating eapacity of 1,200,

There are no coneert or beer Fgardens properly so-called or paying license as such. The two steam raillways
leading from Canal street to lake Pontchartrain and terminating, one at West Enid, at the month of the New Canal,
and the other at Spanish Foet, at the mouth of the bayon St. John, have been made favorite places of resort.

At West End a prowenade and o shell-paved earviage.drive have been made on the gronmd of the protection
levee for a lengih of about haif a mile.  The gronmd has been neatly dressed, abont 1,000 trees have been planted,
and pagodas have been built,  The establishment includes a botel and restanrant,  There is an open-air instrumental
concert every evening exeept in winter. The rowing club and the yaeht club have erected convenient honses at
the end of the 1_'1'|||;|],| and hold their regattas in the mouth of the canal or on the lake., This resort is Ell:-iu.'l[r|l1'n:ll‘]li.*L|.
by the shell roads of Canal strect, Carrollton avenue, and the New Canal, which are favorite earviage rontes.  The
improvements are now snbstantially completed, and have cost abont 275,000,

At Spanish Fort the improvements ave of much the same character, but somewhat more elaborate. A garden
has been laid ont, where beer is served, and there is a display of ireworks on Saturday nights, These improveiments,
which are b partial I_'g.' completed, have cost thus far about &55,000,

Dring eight months of the year, omilting the winter months, both Spanish Fort and the West End are nightly
patronized by thonsmuls, inchuding those of all classes of soviety amd of Doth sexes. Each ocenpies an area of
about eight acres.
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DRAINAGL. .

The drainage of New Orleans is of the most ineffective and simple character, adapted solely to the removal
of surface water from the streets and house lots. The whole vast area of the eity, except the elevation along the
bank of the river and its inland slope and a few trifling elevations like Metaivie ridge, is naturally a marsh so far as
its frequent submersion is concerned, though not bearing a vegetable soil of great depth., It has been made
substantially dry by a rode adoption of the Polder system of Holland ; that is fo say, it is inclosed by proteetion
levees or dikes at the npper aml lower boundaries and along the lake and the canals, the river front being protected
by an artificial elevation of the natural shore. The Hoods against which it has to be protected are of three sources:
first, the rise of the river to such a height as to overflow the levee in part of the city, and this even now requires at
times vigilant attention; second, the flood oceasionally cansed by erevasses in the levees above the city, amd assailing
the upper protection levee; and thivd, the piling ap of the waters of lake Ponteliarteain from the long continnance
of strong north or northeast winds, foreing the water-into the eanals and overilowing their banks or the proteetion
levee on the lake shore,

During floods the water of the river rises to a height of 10 or 12 feet above the general level of the back
lands of the city. The same cause, acting through o crevasse of the leves above the city, would produce a flood of
varying height, aceording to the eapacity of the opening and the level of the river. The level of lake Pontehartrain
is snbstantially the level of the sea, but the accumulation of its waters along the south shore and in the canals
sometimes reaches, owing to the influence of protracted winds, several feet above that level.

Without artificial aid the great level plain of New Orleans wonld be flooded by the rains falling upon it and
running to it from the river slope, and by the large volume of the artificial water-sapply of the city, none of which
has any other means of discharge. The artificial aid is given by the nse of three “draining-machines” situated at
the rear of the city, one at Dublin avenne, one at the beginning of bayou St. John, and one at London avenue.
These are the old Duteh paddle-wheel pumps, revolving vertically and foreing the water from the eanal behind them
to the higher level of the canal beyond them. They are driven by steam, and as their capacity is considerably beyond
the dry-weather necds they work only intermittently and moderately, except during storms, when their full foree is
not adequate to the complete removal of the torrent.  The water is led to these machines by open draining canals,
which penetrate the city at different points, and which ascumulate the flow of the intermediate territory by cross
canals, The rapid removal of storm water from the rviver slope is facilitated by wide and deep gutters which,
during the alimost tropical downpour that oceasionally takes place, deliver such volumes as to overflow the whole
tervitory at the foot of the slope a half mile, more or less, back from the levee,

The gutiers of New Urleans are the receptacles of nearly all of the liguid wastes of honses, and beeome, especially
during the summer time, extremely foul. They receive also more or less garbage and rubbish, and, especially the
deeper guiters of the sireets running back from the river, are subject to very fonl accumulations.  To remedy this
condition the Auxiliary Sanitary Association, during the years 1579 and 1850, established a system of floshing by
water taken from pablic hydrants, and by water lifted direetly from the river by a powerful steam-pump erected for
the purpose,  This has been, so far as these perpendienlar streets are concerned, quite effective, but has also had
the eflect of adding materially to the amount of water to be discharged by the draining-machines.

Up to the present time this constitutes the entive drainage of the ecity of New Orleans. The soil is saturated
almost to its sarface, and saturated very largely with the oozings of fonl privy-vaults and the infiltration of
acenmulations on the surface of the streets amd in the vear of honses.

Rightly or wrongly, to this condition of saturation and filth the notorions insalubrity of the city, in winter as
well as in suminer, is mainly ascribed.  The charge gains presaumptive foree if we aceept De. Bowditel’s theory
as to the relations between zoil-meistore and consnmption. A earveful sanitary survey of the city, made by the
.-"h!l!iili:'ll_\' Hn‘.l'![:ll‘j.‘ Aszsociation m 1570, gives the following classification of the canses of runrt:—':ii'[}’ 1|I1!“i:llg that
vear—a year when yvellow fever was prevented from beeoming epilemic only by the most strenuons efforts of the
association to secure the careful policing of the gronnd and the general disinfection of the eity:

Causes of death in 1579,
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Thi= eity hias been peculiarly subject to epidemics of yellow fever, eholera, and dengne (breal-bone fever), all
of which are believed to be espeeially viralent in such a elimate, under the influence of a fonl and meist conditicn
of the cround. T ; %

A dizeussion of the guestion of the drainage of New Orleans would not be complete without o deseription of
the present project for its improvement, so far as that project has rveceived the indorsement of ]egislmiﬁll and
has Deen made at least a potential fact.
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NEW ORLEANS IN 1880.
As the finaneial burdens of the city are alveady a great embarrassment, and, to a certain extent, a bar to its
prosperity, it was deemed unwise to propose any scheme which would eall for the expenditure of public money,
and the hope was expressed that the work of sewerage amd drainage might be accomplished by private enterprise.
With this view the legislature of Lonisiana authorvized the incorporation of associations for sewerage and drainage,
to be ehartered for a period of 99 years; it anthorized municipalities to consent to the construetion of works of
drainage, sewerage, and land reclamation through the steéets of any incorporated eity or town; “and soch conneil
giving such consent to any corporation formed for the purposes of drainage, sewerage, and land reclamation may,
in the interest of public health and cleanliness, pass all needifn]l ordinances and bills and regalations to make
effective the plan of sewerage and drainage it may so adopt with veferenee to all honses and lands within the
municipal limits.” The further provision was also made that *any eorporation established for drainage and
seweragze and land reclamation may, by contract with the owner of real property, duly recorded, have a privilege
on said property for the price and value of work done and facilities fnrmished ™.
Under these provisions the @ New Ovleans Drainage and Sewerage Company ™ was organized early in 1550,
On the 12th of April, 1581, the conneil adopted an ordinance providing for a contract between the eity and the
company, of which the following is the text:

: G4

AN OEDINANCE to provide for a contract blween the oity of New Oileans aml (he New Orleans Drainage amd Sewerage Company, to provide for the
wffective opemation of the plan se ul|u|:tl.-|'t. ta eataldish certain |H.'l|ii.'l' reriilationg i fesand to deainage aml sewerase, and fo detioe aed punish violztions
of smeh regulafioms,

Sgcriox 1. Fe it ordained by the cily conncil of New Orleass, That the mayor be, amd he is hereby, anthorized amd directed to enter
into n notarial contract with ** The New Orleans Dirainage amd Sewerage Company V', a company organized nnder the laws of Louisiana,
and domiciled in New Orleans, and whose charter was established by act before X, B Trist, notary pablic, passed March 17, 1520, whick
contract shall embrace the following stipulations, and such others as may e necessary amd proper to carry them into effect :

1. Giving the said company the right doring the term of its said charter to lay and maintain sewers amd drains in the streets aml
through the public places of the eity of New Orleans, and other places hereinafter namaed, at a depih in sadd strects of not less than fonre
feet: the house bramches to be nowhere less than two feet below the surfaes, and proper hoosge brapehes to be fornished in connection with
each main sewer pipe in any strect to the inside bapguette line of each inhabited howse, or threngh alley-ways or other passages to the
rear lines of property, aml also to a point within premises where a honse now exists, amd connections may be wade as hereinafior
provided,  The sewer pipes solaid o be water-tight sl adapted to receive the feeal matter, hovselold wastes, slops, deainage From bath-
tulis and the like, bot not storm water, which is intended fo pass off, a8 now, by gotiers and canals; and cach zewer i3 to be Tornished
at tho hewd with an antomatic desh-tank, The system to be snbstantially that which has been adopted and pot inie operation doring
the last year in Memphis, Tennessee, exeept so fras modilied by motual eonsent.  The saud company slall e bownad (o Keep its street sewer-
pipes in gowl order and free from obstroetions.  The said company shall be bound to restore the streets and banguettes, after
C pipes, te their previons comdition within a reasonable time; amd its neglect or refusal to do so, after notice [rom the departy
improvements, shall subject it to a penalty of 225 for each day and place, after notice given, to be recovercd befors n competent conrt,
If said work of restoration be noet commenced within 24 honrs after notification from the department of improvements, the said work
may be doue by the said department of imvprovements at the expense of the company.

2, Authorizing owd requiving said company to lay, in connection with said system of water-tight sewer-pipes, o system of porous
draining tile-pipes, such as are nsed for agricnlinral underdraining, for the purpese of npderdraining the ssil of streets amd other places
where they may be laid and removing therefrom subseil water.

& Providing that said sewerage pipes and subsoil drainage tiles shall terminate, at some point or points to be agreed npon, inta a
receptacle or receptacles, in sueh a way as to give the same facilities of discharge as wonld exist if they discharged imto a natoral low
ontlet, the same to e pumped into the Mississippi river below low-water mark, bat the subsoil waters from the deaimage tiles may be
recoived into @ separate receptacles amd pomped into the city drainiog canals, ot the option of the company.  Said receptacle or
recoplacles to be Kept pumped dewn fo a proper low lovel,

4. Providing that said company shall receive into its said sewerage pipes. free of charge to the city, the sewerage matter from all
ll-lll:l“l' 1!11'l'|1:|i!!|1.|;:u of the eity, from  all the Ehlt]llil_‘l!.l'!l.lllhl |:|!|i]di1:|:_p|. o il l’.'" the city, amd wll charitable institotions that are wot
m‘-lt'-_u'llul‘ﬂihi.lig: Pravided, That said baildings ave situated on the streets in which the said sewernoe Iﬁln-n &lig]l be laid in aceoardanee
with the provisions hereinafter set forth and proper service-pipes farnished by vhe city or other owners of such property.

b, Providing that the said company shall begin its operations in the territory bonnmded by Lonisiana avenne on thoe npper side, by
Enghien street on the lower side, by Rampart street to Washington avenue and thence by Carondelet street on the west side, amld Ty the
Mississippi river on the east side; shall commence its sneveys within six months after the exeention of said contract, and shall complete
at least one=00th of its work in =abd ll_'rl'i.hlr:r el YT therealter for fivie ACATE - Fravidded, That o |1I'1"ILH1 |I|1ri:|=_; which saidd COMPARY
shall be prt:'.'q-nrm! T ivin L'l,l!l‘l‘j'illg o its L'rlml‘:’llinhhi T :|I|l|l1|r|'liull, overlow, order of the board of health, or :"||i|l|."|||ir. aliall e calenlated
as @ portion of said period.

G, Providing that in consideration of the laying of saild porons draining tiles amd the extending of sewerage facilities free of charge
to said public mildings, and in consideration of the pnblic health amd convenience, amd the zreat expense which will be inearred and
risks taken in the bailding of said systom, and in consideration of the right vested by this agreement in the eity to porchase the sail
works, the city of New Onleans will mnot .'lllﬂp'l any ol lier ayatem of sewergge during the term of (25) [\1.'1‘"1.\.'-”'\1' wvears alter the
exeention of the work nnder said contract in the territory within pamed ; amd the city will at all times, by a proper exereise of its police
powers and other powers, protect the pipes and other property of the company from obstraction and injory, and will by every lawiul
means promote and enforee the adoption and proper use of the system herein provided, and will at all times doring the tenn of said
contract provide and enforce the provisions and probibitions contained in the second section of 1his ordivanee, or their cquivalent, with
diligence and in zood faith.

7. The sail company shall, after the completion of its works in said territory, extend the same at the same annual ratio in the other
parts of the city, on the left bank of the dver, wherever the inhabited honses are not moere than fifty feet apart, bt it shall mot ba
compelled to pasa an interval of more than G0y feet on either side of the street to drain o closely-built avea Beyond 3 and (he company
may, at its option, extemd its lines anywhere within the present limits of the city, It shall not be eompelled to accept or to Ternish an
ontlet for HITTRY drain or sewer not of its own l"luiin.'lil‘ll(“l:ill,lll:I o niEless the fxtures vsed o the lionse shinll have been :|[|-||:rn'|'-e| 1'."' it (ita

laving
it of
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approval or refusal to approve being sulject to the sanction of the state board of health, whose decision shall be final) as of safe and
proper constraction ; nor fo aceept any connection with any property until its owner shall have execoted the contract contemplated by
section second of act No, 125 of 18530, providing for securing the proper compensation to the company by privilege and servitwde,

2, Providing that the said company shall not charge for the facilities fornished (o any house for sewerage and drainage in excess of
the following sums :

For dwelling-houses not exeeeding 4 rooms, for all connections, per month, #5 cents,

For dwelling-honses having 5 or more rooms, but not execeding 2 reoms, for all connections, per month, 1 20,

For dwelling-houses having & or more rooms, but not exceeding 13 rooms, for all connections, per month, 31 6,

For dwelling-lonses having 14 or more rooms, ot not oxceading 16 rooms, for all connections, per month, 51 &5,

For dwelling-louses having 17 or more rooms, bt not exceeding 20 rooms, per month, $2,

For store and office builidings of 4 or more stories, for all water-closet connections, per month, S1.

For cach mlditional connection, 30 cents.

For store awd office buildings of 3 stories, for all water-closet connections, per month, 25 cents,

For each additional connection, 30 cents,

For store and office baildings of 2 stories, for all water-closct connections, per montl, 70 cents.

For each additional connection, S0 cents,

For store and office buildings of 1 story, for all water-closet connections, per month, 50 centas.

Spores ol exoed r 2 gtories in height, l!ll:'l:'“'l'ri.l‘ll by the family of the 111_".“]1_"[, may he eonsidered s {'I_wa".i'ug-]:mllmﬂ.

Stores apd office bailding= having more than 30 feet front or more than 120 feet depth may be charged sums proportionately greater,

Honses exceading 20 rooms, hotels, factories, stables, warehouses, cotton-presses, and similar Duildings to be charged pro rata rates
to be fixed by agrecment, and in case of dispote by arbitration.

These rates to be doe and pagable in advance for each ealendar month.

IF payment thereol be made on or befove the last day of the month for which so due, the company to grant a discount, or rebate, of
not less than 20 per cent., and for the balance give a receipt in full,  If the dues are paid apnually in advance, the discount shall be S0
per eent. .

Wherever the sald company shall lay its sewer pipes and tile deains ot itz expense from the inside bangoetie line to the place within
the premizes where the honse connections are received, the proprietor may pay for the same the actnal cost, either at once or in such
fnstallments as may be agreed on, or, in lien of sueh payment, 8 per cent. per anmum on the cost of such pipes and drains may be added by
the company to the charges for fumishing sewerage and drainage facilities to the bwilding as hereinbefore and hereinafter fixed.

The said company shall further agree in the said contraet to make an annual rate of dwelling-houses which, it paid strictly inadvance
at the office of the company, shall not exeeed, exclusive of such charges or installments, or pereentage for service-pipe and subsoil drains,
the following smms:

For dwelling-honses not exceeding 4 rooms, for all connections off every kind, per aonum in sdvanee, 26,

For dwelling-honses bhaving 5 or more. but not exeeoding 3 mooms, for all conuections of every kind, per annmm in advance, S5

For dwelling-houses having 9 or more, bt not execeding 13 rooms, for all connections of every kind, por annum in advance, $15.

For dwelling-lionses having 14 or more, g pot exeseding 16 rooms, for all connections of every kind, per annum in advanee, 216

For dwelling-bonzes having 17 or more, bot not exceoding 20 rooms, for all conncetions per annum in advance, 317,

But said company shall not be required to receive into its pipes or dreains any storm water or surfyce water,

Said rates shall be payable all cases by the owner of the property in absence of agreement to the confrary.

0 The city to have the privilege at any time after 20 yeara to buy the company’s works for cash or its equivalent, al an approised
value to be fixed by 4 appraisers, 2 to be appeinted by the city, and 2 by the company, and in case of disagreement, 8 majority of said
appraisers shall call in o fifth person,

10, The said company, on the execntion of said notarinl contenet, shall give its bond in the penal snm of #50,000, conditioned as the
law direets, for the faithfnl performance of the work called for by the contract,

BeorioN 2 Be' it further ordained, §o., That the following police regulations for the purpose of promoeting the health, comfort, and
convenienee of the inhabitants of New Orleans with respect to the works of the New Orleans Drainage and Sewerage Company and the
gystem of sewerage to be constructed by it, which is hereby adopted, and to protect and enforce said system, are hereby enacted and
extablished :

1. It shall be onlawinl for any person to obstroet or injuore the pipes, doains, works, or machinery of the said company.

2, It shall be anlawinl for any person to drop or throw inte any sink, water-closet, hath-tub, vessel, or drain connected with the
pipes of snid company, any substanes which may obstruet or injure the same, or to ose the said pipes to earry off storm water or any
natural surface drainage.

% Whenever, in any street or part of o street of snid eity, the said company shall Luve Dnid its sewer-pipes aud shall be ready to receive
therein sewerage matter from the houses sud boildings in said strect or part of o street, sod to remove the same according to the system
provided in thiz ordinance, and notice thereof shall have been given to the occupant of said building, or by advertisement im the official
journal of the city, then, and from thencefortl, it shall be unlawinl for auy privy, water-closet, slop-sink, slop-drain, urinal, or any other
stimilar receptacle for sewerage matter or slops of any kind, to be maintained on said premises, exeept in connection with sail sewerago
pipes of the said system of sewerage hereby adopted, during its said term of twenty-five years.  Snch connections shall be made withont
delay; and all vaults, sinks, cess-pools, drains, and similar receptacles theretofore existing shall be properly emptied, disinfected, and filled
with dry earth, river smd, or similar snbstance, in soch mapner as the public health may require,

And when in any sireet said sewerage and deainage Meilities shall have been provided as aforesaid by said company, it shall I
unlawiul from thenceforth to ikl any privy-vanlt on any property almtting on snch streef, or to have, let, or occnpy aoy honse on said
strect without proper water-closet and slop-sink arcangements for conpection with said sewers; or to Inild on said street any house or
bilding withont proper water-closet and slop-sink arrangements, and service-pipes and tile-drains for connection with snch sewers and
subszail drains, during the term for which said system is hereby adopted,

And any person committing any offense or violating any of the provisions of this gection, whether owner, agent of absent owner,
lessee, or other person, shall be fined in a sum not less than five nor more than twenty-five dollars, and if the said fine be not paid, shall
be imprisoned for not less than five nor more than thirty daye,

And cach persistence in the violation of the third paragraph of this section, for the space of twenty-four hoors after notice, shall
constitute a separate offense and violation of this ordinance, amd shall e punished by apother similar fine and imprisonment aml no
pumi=shment for one violation of this ondinance shall bar or prevent, prozecution for another violation as herein defined.

Adopted April 12, 1221
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NEW ORLEANS IN 1880. 71

It is proposed nnder this contract to constrnet a main sewer G feet in diameter along Bampart street, from
Esplanade street as far as Washington avenne, having a very slight fall, and being, generally, at a depth of 13
feet below the surface of the street. This will give a total fall, from the sarface of the levee to the center line of
the main sewer, of about 23 feet.  Into this main, sewers adapted for the removal of household and manufacturing
wastes ouly, and subsoil deainage-pipes for the removal of seil water, will deliver. At the lower end of the main
at abont the corner of FEaplanade and Bamparct streets, there will be loeated a pumping station with o capacity of
30,000,000 gallons per diem, to deliver the entive flow throngh an iron foree-main laid under Esplanade street,
entering the Mississippi river below low-water mark. This arravgement will have practically the effect of raising
the eity at least 10 feet above its present level, so far as sewernge and subsoil drainage are concerned. -

The scheme alzo l'.ﬂlltl,‘!l'll]:l]ilti‘ﬂ a conziderabile re-enforcement of tle profection levees at the north amnd sonth eity
lines and along the lake and eanals; the deepening of the drainage canals, and the constant pumping of the natural
drainage, so as o reduce the water-level from 6 to 10 leet below the surface of the whole swamp between the city
and the lake.

CEMETERIE:S. .

There are in the eity 31 public aud private cemeteries and burial grounds, as follows:

&t Lowis Cemelery No. 1.—North Basin, North Liberty, Conti, and 8t. Lonis streets,

&, Lowis Cemetery No. 2.—Boanded by Custombonuse, 3t Lonis, Claiborne, and Bobertson streets,

American Cemetery, or St. Lowis Cemefery No, 3.—Located in second distriet, size 1 square, bounded by North
Basin, Bt. Louis, Couti, amd North Liberty streets.

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1.—Located in fourth district, size 1 square, bonnded by Washington avenne, Drytania,
Colisenm, and Sixth streets,

Lafayette Cenetery No. 2—Loeated in fonrth distriet, size 1 square, bounded by Washington avenne, Sixth,
South Basin, and 3t. David streets, 350 feet front on each strect.

Valence Street Cemetery.—Located in sixth district, size 1 square, bonnded by Valence, Bordeanx, Rampart,
amd Dryades streets,

Carrollfon Cemetery.—Located in seventh district, size 4 squares, bounded by Adams and Lower Line, Seventh,
amd Eighth strects.

St Joseph Cemetery.—Located in fourth distriet, size 2 squares, bonnded by Washington avenne, 3t. David,
South Liberty, and Sixth streets,

8t Vincent Cemetery.—Located in sixth district, size 3 squares, bounded by St. David, Green, and St. Patrick
strects.

Locust Grove Cemeteries Nos. 1 and 2.—Loeated in fourth district, size 1 square each, bonnded by Locust,
Freret, Sixth, and Seveuth streets.  Sometimes ealled © Potter's Field ™.

St. Vincent de Paul Cemetery.—Loeated in thivd distriet, size 1 square, bounded by Lonisa, Piety, Urquhart,
amd Villerd streets,

Girod Cemetery.—Loecated in first distriet, size 250 feet wide and 400 feet deep, bounded by South Liberty,
Perillat, Cypress, and Magnolia streets.

Halt's Cemetery.—Loeated in first district, size 5 to 6 acres,

Hebrew Cemetery.—Located on Elysian Fields, near Gentilly road, size 1 square.

Hebrew Cemetery, = Dispersed of Judah."—Located on Canal street, between Anthony street and Metairie ridge,
size 200 feet squanre.

The Polish Hebrew Cemetery—Loceated on Canal street, opposite the one last named.  Sometimes ealled
“Jewish Rest™.

Hebrew Cemetery.—Located in sixth distriet, on Joseph street, known as “Hebrew Place of Prayer”, size 1
BOjIATE,

erman Hungavicn Latheran Cemetery.—Located on Canal street, between Anthony and Bernadotie streets,
size 1 square ; 4 lots only made for burial, rest enltivated.

(dd Fellows Cemetery.—Loeated on Canal strect and Megairie road, size 360 feel square.

(Charity Hospital Cemetery No. 1.—Loeated on Canal street, between Anthony strect and Metaivie rogd.
Exclusively for burials from Charity Hospital ; size 200 feet wide, and 1,600 feet long,

Charity Hospital Cemetery No. 2.—Located on Metairie road, between Bienville amd Canal streets, size 1 square.

Masonic Cemetery.—Loeated on Bienville street, between Metairvie vidge amd Anthony strects, size 3 squares,

St. Patrick Cemetery No. L.—Located on Canal, between Anthony street and Metairie vidge, size 400 feet wide,
1,500 feet long.

&t Patriek Cemetery Noo 2—Located on Canal, between Anthony and Metaivie road, opposite No, 1, size 1
SOUATe,

8t Patvick Cemetery No. 3—Opens from No. 2. Located on Metaivie road between Canal and Bienville
streets, size 2 squares, :

The Freeman's Cemelerics.—EKnown as Cypress Grove Nos, 1and 2, and Greenwood,  Loeated on Metaivie ridge
and Canal street.
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Metaiiie Ridge 1"i':rr-r'Fr'.r‘y_—-Lm':-lh'ul on Metairie |'i[Iﬂ'{\ and the New 'f.‘:litl:l'!, size 108 acres.

Chalmette National Cemetery.—One mile below barracks, on river.  For burial of Union soldiers.

Mivier Cemetery.—Located in sixth district, corner of Verret and Market streets.

St. Bartholomew Cemetery.—Located in fifth district, bounded by De Armas, Lassevrosse, Franklin, aund
Haneock strects.

Willicer Tell Cemetery.—Located in Gretna, Tenth street, between Laveisier and Nerota streets.

There is no interment in ehareh yards.,

The Hebrew Cemetery, belongzing to the Hebrew Association, opened in 1324, was closed to interments in 1566,
The following are the annual interments for a period of 14 yvears :

Year 1867 (vellow fover epidemic) .....occvvvscnmavaresneen S 450 B R e e e e e e e e et R R EAL N A1 TR
R e ity W oy Sy T B Sl bl S e = o Bt T Nl et o e (e
- e s B e B P e T T 7 O e Rt e i B 6,257
T e ey, .y i S RO e LT o ] L T vna e i i o b B e e e e o e e R T T
1871 ... ._.....‘..................................... G, 050 1578 (yellow fever epidemic) ... ... oo ... ... S LI F
JATD e L o e e R Ty M S Mg s Rt i RS 5,122
e e i o o e e o o B U SRR S0 PO NIN cE [ o DB oo oo w1 £ SRy

The following is the practice concerning interments: In most of the cemeteries lots are sold to private
purchasers wherein to build tombs or to dig graves. These are the private property of the parehaser and his heirs,
The fees for interment, which are appropriated to the cost of maintaining the cemetery, are, for each opening and
closing of a tomb or vault, from 23 to 25, Borials nsnally take place within 24 honrs after death, bt this time
may be extended when cireamstanees require it.  Exeept the destitute, buried at public expense, only Israelites are
interred nnder gronml,  Graves are dug from 3 to 4 feet deep, exeept at the cemeteries on Metaivie ridge, where,
the gronnd being higher than in other parts of the city, it is possible to dig to a depth of 7 feet.  All other
interments are made in vaults of brick, stone, or iron, which are built on the surface of the ground. In some of
the cemeteries the removal of bodies is not allowed until one year or morve after interment.

A eertifieate, signed by the medieal attendant or the covoner, stating the eanse of death, with other particulars,
is required by law as o pre-requisite to interment; these must be registered with the state board of health. The
hoard alzo grants permits to bring bodies into or to remove them from the city, and to open tombs,

In =St Joseph's Cemetery” benefit of interment ix bestowed upon “8St. Joseph’s Orphan Asylom”, and
ordinary burials must be paid for every 5 years at the risk of loging the vight of burial.  In the Hebrew Cemetery;
“Dispersed of Judal.” as in the other Hebrew cemeteries, all interments ave made in graves, since this seet never
disturbs the demd, nor buries two persons on the same spot, A certain portion of this cemetery is reserved for
siicides.

In the Masonic Cemetery the sexton's fees are devoted to improvement and embellishment.  The sale of lots is
here restricted to Masons—though their heirs may retain ownership even if not Masons. The grounds in this amd
most of the other cemeteries are planted with trees; shrobs, and flowers, and are well kept.

In St. Patrick™s Cemetery No. 1 permission for interment most be obtained from the Catholie priests, and the
burials are mostly limited to poor-Roman Catholies,

The Cypress Grove cemeteries belong to the Firemen's Charitable Association, Here no tombs, vaults, or graves
are to be opened for interment or removal except on the written order of the treasurver of the association. All
building materials must be vemoved within o specified time after the completion of work, A portion of each
cemetery is set apart for coloved persons.  These cemeteries arve laid out in regular walks and avenues, and are well
prlanted and Kept.

Greenwond Cemetery containg the monmment to the Confederate dead.

Metaivie Tidge Cemetery, belongsing to the Metaivie Ridge Association, was bought at a cost of 2175,000, and
£171,000 were expended in improvements, such as broad =hell walks, earringe roads, artificial lakes, rustic bridges,
flower-beds, and shrubs,  The whole gronnds are inelosed in a hedge of Cherokee rose. A revenue is derived from
the sale of lots and from sexton’s fees, The capital -'-"_'!-"“li of the association 15 S500,000, 5

MARKETE.

There are 17 public markets in New Orleans, as follows:

FPilie Market.—First district, Poydras, between Bampart amd South Basin streets, contains 100 stalls.

FPoydras Markef.—First district, Poydras, between Baronne and South Rampart streets, contains 320 stalls.

st Mary's Market, —First district, New Levee and Tehoupitonlas strects, contains 375 stalls.

Dryades Market—First district, Dryades street, extending from Terpsichore to Thalia streets, spanning
T Melpomene street, contains 325 stalls, J

French (Beef, Fruit, and Dazaar) Markets—Second district, on North St. Peter awl Decatur, extending from

B, Ann to Ursuline strects, contain 550 stalls.
Washington Market.—Second district, Chartres, corner of Lounisa streets, eontains 36 stalls.
Port Market, —Thivd district, North Peler, between Marigny and Elysian Fields, contains 120 stalls,
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NEW ORLEANS IN 1880, Y

&t Bernard Market.—Thied district, 3t. Bernard, corner of North and Claiborne streets, containsg 59 stalls,

Claiborne Market.—Third district, Claiborne, between Common and Gasquet streets, contains 66 stalls,

Trémeé Market.—Third district, Orleans, between Marias and North Eobertson streets, containg 91 stalls,

Seeond Street Markel.—Fourth district, corner Second and Dryades streets, containg 43 stalls,

Heller Mavket.—Fonrth distriet, Felicity, St Andrew, Loeust, and Magnolia streets, contains 90 stalls,

Sorapary Market.—Fourth district, Soraparu, between Tehoupitonlas and Roussean streets, contains 72 stalls.

Magazine Market.—Fourth district, between Camp, Magazine, St. Andrew, and St. Mary streets, contains 155
stalls.

Ninth Street Harkel—Fonrth district, Magazine, between Ninth and Harmony streets, contains 56 stalls,

Jefterson Market.—Sixth district, between Napoleon and Berling on Magazine street, contains 30 stalls.

Carrollton Market.—Seventh district, corner Dublin and Second streets, containg 96 stalls,

Around each market there is standing room for from 15 to 23 wagzons,

The confused condition of the city archives and early records make it impossible to ascertain the original cost
of these markets.

The markets are all let by contract to one person for abont LT0,000 per anoum; 23,000 iz appropriated for
repairs. The gross proceeds of the annnal sale of stalls for 1379 amounted to $230,000.

The stalls are let by the day at the following rates:

Cents,

Buteher's stall and block ...... . g AT T B e T o ey o
Euach corner table additional .. .. .. ooce oo e cvrrrrrmmmes annn e P R TR e S S e T TR 5
R It Ll e e e a5 o i e e L i e e e e mmmic ]
Fiali, gome, and vegetablegtalla ... .cvoicrrecnerseccnmsiacccrcnnesane o [ e o e e e e T P 15
R O N B e e i o o s o, Y e o e e B R T e o B WKL s ot b e A Y
A LR L NtV i e e s T ot ) i o a4 o B 4 e i

The markets arve open from 3 a. m. to 12 m.

The pablic markets are mostly well arranged sheds in streets and publie squares.  The old French market in
the second district is very extensive, and is the most important in the eity,  On Sunday mornings it displays, better
than anything elze in New Orleans, the mixed and picturesgue charvacter of the popualation.

Much the larger proportion of the rvetail sopply of meats, ponltey, fish, and vegetables is from the public
markets, zales from private stores amd stands being comparatively unimportant, although therve are the following
private markets which pay license to the eity :

T e e e e e o o e i (2 e gm0 b - e AL

B e e e L e SR e ey A e o o R S e |
Third distriet. ... .. e A R e e P TR 0 Lycerg o L E emr  E L o T R EAPB PRSPy |
Fourth distriet .. ..., .conv. .. e S s D e e e gt
B D B I e e e i i i e o i 6 s i o e s

el et e A e e e e S o e e et gl o B et i i e s e o e e

The ordinances relating to markets specify the amonnts which the confractor, lessee, or © farmer™ may charge
for variong animals sold within the markets, as follows @ For every head of horped eatile, 890 cents ; every head of
veal, mutton, or venison, 25 cents; every head ol pork weighing less than 100 pounds, 25 cents; over 100 pounds,
0 cents. They also prohibit the sale of fish or vegetables at the beef market of the second district.  Bach vendor
is required to have his or her name conspicnously placed over stall or stand, under penalty of 210, Alb stalls,
tables, and stands are to be kept @ in the highest state of cleanliness 7, by daily eleansing, under o penalty of 5
tor each offense.  No person can lease more than two stalls, nor sub-leaze any stall or stand, nnder 230 fine.

Artiele 606 (10) provides:

If any | L8 shall =1 or RS0 for gnle within markets any i!||]||'1'ﬁ'1't o niwhoelesome provisions, or meat of any animal that died
of alisease, sl provisions shall be seized by the commissary and shall be thrown into the nuisancee oat, and the oftemder shiall b Gimed fraomn
10 to 850 for the first offensze, and for the second he shall be deprived of vemding in any market or of biving auy stall. It shiall be thoe
duty of the commizsaries of the markets to make daily inspection of meat and all articles exposcd for sale, amld to enforee striet observanes
of this regulation.

The sale of intoxicating liguors is forbidden within or on footways surronnding the markets nnder a penaliy
of 10,
All refuse from warkets is to be conserved and disposed of as other offal,

EANITARY ORGANIZATION.

The chief health anthovity having control of the sanitary affairs of the ecity is the board of health of the state
of Lounisiana, This is an independent board of 9 members, all of whom may be physicians, At least 1 of the
gtate members and 2 of the city members mast he physicians.

The annnal expense of the board, when there is no declaved epidemic, is 240,000, Ont of this s the 3
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quarantines, viz, that of the Mississippi, that of the Rigolets, and that of the Atchafalaya, have to be sustained ;
as also all of the official sanitary work of the city, including the registration of vital statistics, the inspection of coal
oilz, and the expense of maintaining the central office.

Duaring  epidemics the amount to be expended may be inereased by the eity anthorities to whatever is
redquired.

In the absence of epidemics the board is charged with the adwministration of the state gquarantine, and has a
large diseretion in controlling the policy of the state for protection against the importation of pestilential diseases
from abroad. Tt has also the power, concurrently with the ecity couneil, to epact sanitary ordinances for defining
amd abating nuizanees within the city.

During epidemies the legal powers of the board ave not enlarged, but are exercised with increased vigor and
latitude.

The chief exeentive officer of the board is its president. His salary is #2400 per aonum. He presides at
meetings of the board, and when the board is not actually in session he iz clothed with its anthority as divector
and superintendent of the sanitary service. e is also ex-officio registrar of births, marriages, and deaths, and
Las 2 elerks for this service,

The office of the board is at the corner of Royal amd St. Louis streets, a eentral and convenient situation, and -
is open daily during business hours.  The board has a secretary and freasnrer, who is not necessarily a member of
the board, and a elerk and messenger.

The auxiliary officers of the board are a resident physician at each of the quarantine stations, each with a
non-medieal assistant, a boatman, a watchman, hospital nurses, ete.  In the sanitary serviee of the city there are
employed 6 medical inspectors, and 10 to 25 non-medical inspecting officers,  The inspecting officers are eommissioned
as policemen, with power to make arrests and to bring charges for violation of sanitary ordinances.

A regular house-to-house inspeetion is made annnally, at which time a large number of observations arve made
and noted,  Bad loealities ave inspected more frequently, and complaints receive attention at all times. The
character of this service is indicated by the following tables:

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE INSPECTION.

FIRST DISTRICT. Notices served to repair privy vanlts ... oo o e coccnn cans TiM
HUT PV
disinfect privy ¥anmlls ... . covesicnen iass 175
Kumber of premises inspeetod. .o cveees cocs i ciensnincans 11, 182 (.]:.mi 1n~]:'uim:u T.‘.:,
used as dwellings only «ooeee civenne.. 7,613 :-u::utr:wt r““”‘s 66
stores amd manufactories ouly. 1,658 T aan rult*h e R i
stores and dwellings ......... 1,582 pare SRS e B &
SEea aoE suply waber ... e e :
R T A R e ol | it PRI C R e e e e e 0
with elsterus only ..o icecriienvans 0,346 r:':nm'l.' Logs L
Bydrants oil¥ . oovcocericars mnne 1,210 A e e '“-I ----------- 110
e e e e P i @ Ja8 constrnet ventilators to vanlts. ..........
“-.,.||hl i : H'.H; T e i S et e e ne e 1%
" L B T e i rebuild cow stables.....oun s oeans cooaes i
withont water supply ceee v e aanaas 217 R 64
Number of houses built of :‘r‘::: f e S S e e _":-::LI cloge pipes connecting privy vaults with
-'. o o o Vot T Y Pt - i .: ﬂl'nH.‘.'j.',ll.”"'-'ﬂ----------------------" 3
in good ::.:Il,;;;]; p g ot " l0.5gz  Numberof dangerous buildings reported .......ooiennns 3
¥ LT T K ' \ .
- DAl EORAEEON . oo siawmsmmin s marmins 6 gy [:::,zltﬁ:::} --------- ol T :
rovoms i dwellings. . oeen vana. A e e 48,997 ehipa ﬁllllij.:"l-tl::; e T T ey T e 5
I, - Syt T e : A e e e e
1L1“:~'1:_1|>-_!IH‘»"-I’.‘-“H-E' elling e warehonses fomigated .. ceeeooioiiian e b
T g g L 4 BEEBBE sr+re dFEFBIIRSBEE IS NSRS |. F 3 & 1 -
) 1" b : ‘1“ :-I} = Lmilding permits jssmed oo ooiall caeaen e 18
'",u,"“‘ AT A e e e e e e R persons progeciufed for nen-complianec. .. ... |
I:"'“'-'!'I’t"-'tr of privies : 3130 parents metified fo record T e 813
I;T‘II..I! """"""""""""""""""""""""""" e complaints attemded 0. .o eemne samesnneroan- BT
T e 3, BB
| i e e e L ey e e s S e e e i i SECOXD DISTRICT.
Number of horses 011 alove PretiSes. cvvee ceeeee emee cammns 1, 13 8.013
v - *» = 1 3 pee e e s JEEAEES B S R o
mnles om ALOVES PIEMIBES .. - o vuvmee o i e 1, 054 Premisos s o ] el ot e R A
eows on aliove premises : o5s | Premises with Iy T Ly e e o o e et e e ] Y LM
E e e R e ; L
liogs on fbOVe Premises ... .....coooeeeranaes =iy :.]ﬂhum ONY cavvnnarrrvccenn caaaas ceamann 24 .
vacant lots inspected 1R cisterns and hydeants. .......... e e e
noi filled to grade. ... . o.aaa. . aa 21 ; wolls .ovnrernennnes e e .
without swator supply .o cain ciinra s s s e s 1EHF
Miscellmieons, Houses Dailt of W0l . cccasansn annrsnsass sxer=s csas smmm== b, DI
Total number of Mepections. .. coovereveirras crnancnnnaeen ST | T e R S 2, B
FRC 1T LU L1 11 P e Tt i) I used as dwollings only......coviceevunieroenceee . B EE0
- . - & mi
Nuisances requiring abatement .. .... R T P S e R L oy stores sl mangifactories only........c.... a2l
alinbedi L e iy BT i o e e gtores and dwellings. ... oo oo oaaianans 1,284
Kotices served to empty privy vaults . oceenceeaaa oo TS T LT e e e e o Jﬁ4

selimild privy vanlis. ... c.cooo oo oo 905 Roons i dwellingg Iiises . ... cveses cons sneecmesaonnzazz= W, 243
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FPersons occeupying premises :
Whita ... ecuncenens
B a8 e B
HNatives ol CHing. .. ooatt cneiuens sassnesmnr snmnmamas

Children registeved 15780
Males......
o L e e e e

Condition of floor:
Good..cuan ...
Bad........

Condition of roof:

b e e e R S e S R
Condition of privy:

R e e e i Ll

Eollicessssssccnnasssrnonnnnnsnnsnscnsncarsnas snanrs

e m s o e mleim o mimim m wm m m m
Yaconb Iot. ... occcvoruannsinmmacisnnmnsnassisaninnncnns
Lots not filled to grade _........... ...,
Application for building permits...o.. oo caaiiiiiiaaaa..
Private complaints attended to. .. ... oo ceesiiis ciinaan.

Miscellaneous.

EHApactlona MARe .. oo ccarssnesesnssnssnsnnmnrnnssssmannns
Ealnameotionamads. s oo s s sa s e ss s
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] e el e e o
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e ol R, T D e e
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LR TR | oo e o i me i
repair houses. . .
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supply water........copaan
construct gntters......
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T T S Ry
Dangerons buildings reported . cneee voreeeoe cees
L e T P SR
fumigated (rooms 28, vessels 1).. ... ...

Persons vaceinated :
e S AR

Notices to

O E L IO DT - - o o oo e b e S e
Perzons reported for non-campliones. .o veveee vvvnvnnnns

THIRD DISTRICT. T

Number of premmses. .. ... ... ... .. N e e
dwellings. ... ..o cecviscansnimans s s rar e an e
AL ACEOTION s s e s sasnes sammms sammmrmrsnnneas
atores and dwellingg. ..o ceve e voenoens
vaeant houses. ... cecannan .
rooms in dwelling-howses. ... ... .....
Perszons occnpying premmises:
TR S et S T ] e it S~ ek ssananannn
L R e R e e P
Buwber of premises with eisterns, .. ...
cisterns amd hydrants. . ........-
e ) . e T
el e e e e
withont water supply...... ..
houses built of Wl corcicevun smesncssnanses
livinless ety
promises in good condition....
bad conditlom.coees <2 cccaresnnnnns
privies in good condition . ... .o iinnaen oaa
fonl condition. .. caaaae cinans saermn s
defective condition. ... ceew ceeee -o -
Children born in 1579
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T T T T T

e O (B e
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T e e o BT
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Homber of inspections Made. ... cceeee secranannsssionsans
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v e - s
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clean pPremises. . ......
i | T PG R B T
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premises disinfected and fumigated. . ...
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T T e
complaints attended fo. ...
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FOURTH DISTRICT.

AT Lo s e e

| cisterns and hydrants. ... covncevevinecans
L e R e e

Honecs built of wood.. .o cvvencernrun cnnmmn snrnerss
P e T R ey
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storea and dwellings. ... cone snee oo

Vieant sasamEassamsEEmEEETTIEEEC B ®

1

[ rebuild privy vaults.. .. c.....
| repair privy vaults coeacaiaa..
disinfect privy vanlts...... ..
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without water supply ceee v vr e vr v mirn s vremn s

| Rooms it dwelling-Ionses. ccce seerer sennesserses sane sans

| Persons oconpying premises;

T N o o e e e e o e e
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Children born amd registered in 1570
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Children born but not registered in 1879, .. ... ... 3
Comdition of premises:

oo

Bad. o ao..:
Condition of tloor

a5 S

N L e e e = o e et i e

;Y PR
Condition of rool:

B0 1o [EHE R o Lo ot Lk e oy
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Miscellanoons,

L L ] e o o e
Reinapections made, gilar .. ....oceeenieeenimamas oons
Anxiliary Sanitary Association

Nationa]l Boand of Health ...........
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FIFTII DISTRICT.

Inapections made. ... ... .. e
Number square blooks inspected oo coaaee iiinit cnnnanns
running blocks inspected ... ... ...

vaults dizinfected S e e e
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T e e
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Yacanblota'. ......o....... S R A i A e vewa e Number of notices to disinfeet . ........ S T a0

Eotsnob filled fo grade . ....ccocearesicincameciivinun igns 1 Clean Premiscs. ..o v ovae trnnes ienaas D

Applications for building permits .. ... ... ..... PR i 7 gallons of water supply - ..o .. ooaanooo. ... ], TEE, 400

Frivate complaints attended to. ... ..o .ol i notices 10 supply Wil - cvee crvevees comnen cas 10

A constrnet gutlera . ..o rrnerairanns o

Miscellaneous. premises disinleeted H O COSCOOCT G S T 1

Number of special inspections made. ... .ooooooiaai oo T fiimd prbesd oo e e e B 1
INEPeCtIONs MAAe .« covvceeeun e vnnnccineaaaee 4,270 || Persons vaccinated :

e 1] (AT 1T 1T R S [, 1" | L 10

nnisances requiring abatement....ooo. oo ) L T L S T 41

notices to empty privy vaults . ... cianinaan. 241 || Number of cosea of yellow fover . occcee viceans crnsvnnnas 1

rebuild privy vaults ... ccceeeneea-. 4 ehildren reported by midwives (oo, oo venn caes 4

repait privy voulls .....covccmmsanas 12 dairies inapected weekly (iae e iiissniannanns o

When nuisances are reported the localities arve visited, and all violations of sanitary ordinances arve followed
with suitable orders for the abatement of nmisanees and the performance of necessary works of improvement.

Four members of the board ave appointed by the governor of the state, and five are elected by the city conneil
of New Orleans. It enacts sanitary ondinances, defining nuisances, and providing for their abatement, and, so far
as they apply within the city, the enactiments must be conearred in by the city couneil,

The board meets weekly from June 1 to November 1, and monthly from November 1 to June 1.

The following is the practice concerning the inspection and correction of defective honse-drainage, privy vaults,
and sonrees of drinking water:

Ordinary inspections are made by the sanitary officers, bat in eases of sevions complaint or dispuate, by the
medieal sanitary inspectors,  Especially important matters are investigated by the president or by a eommittes
of the board. In ordinary eases orders for the abatement of nuisanees and miner matters are signed by the
sanitary inspecior of the district.  More important eases are met by an order under the signature of the secretary
of the board, with its seal affixed. A neglect to ecomply with these orders is followed by snmmary prosecution
before the reconder’s conrt.  Owners of property may always be required to drain the surface of their lots into the
streets,  Cesspools ave forbidden by ordinance. The boand is not distinetly anthorized to regulate the guality of
drinking water, except to require that it be furnished from o eistern or a hydrant.

The board has no jurisdiction over the drainage or cleaning of streets or nuisances in public places.

The Boad exercises no control over the conservation amd removal of garbuage,

Previous fo 15377 exerement, garbage, and other waste were dumped into the Mississippi river at various
“mnisance wharves”, at different points along the eity front.  Sinee that date, under the laws of the state o
Louisiana, all snch matters must be dumped into garbage boats, towed below the limits of the eity, and emptied
into the middle of the viver.  An unofficial and voluntary association, known as the Citizens’ Anxilinry Sanitary
Assoviation, organized in April, 1879, furnizshes the necessary garbage boats,

In 1850 this same association established pumping works and equipments for farnishing an abundant supply
of water for flushing the gatters of the streets leading back from the river.

The isolation of swall-pox patienis is not rigorously carried out—often not- at all.  In the discretion of the
board of health, or its officers, such patient= may be removed to the hospital or quarantined at home.

Scarlet-fever patients are not isolated or quarantined in any way ; neither does the board take any especial
control over the breaking out of contagions diseases in public or private scliools.

The Luzenberg hospital in the lower part of the eity is, by contract between its owner and the eity anthorities,
nsed as a small-pox pest-honse in case of need,

YVaceination is compulsory only as a prevequisite for admission to public schools. It is performed gratuitonsly
by the sanitary inspectors at their offices.  Where small-pox ocenrs vaccination is offered gratuitously to the
residents of the neighborhood, at their honses,

The board requires cases of yellow fever, small-pox, searlatina, diphtheria, and cholera, to be veported at its
office where they are reconded.  Non-contagions diseases are not recorded.

The board submits to the legislature an annual report, which is a document of considerable importance,

The board labors under a serious disadvantage in a great lack of publie sentiment in favor of compmlzory
ganitary mensurees, a ceneral want of appreciation of the impostanee of strict sanitation, and a consequent
indisposition of the members of the city couneil to furnish the funds vequisite for efficient work.

A good idea of the character of the statistical worlk of the board is given by the accompanying charts, from its
report of 15749, showing the total mortality, mortality of children, the ehief fatal diseases, and the like.

EIDEMICS.

New Orleans has suffered frequently from epidemics of various diseases, The most severe of all of these was
the cholera epidemic of 1832, referved to by Mr, Cable in his historical sketel, when oune-sixth of the entire
population was carried off. .

LDengue—In common with other southern ecities, New Orleans has had frequent severe epidemics of dengue,
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called by the negroes * dandy-fever”, and commonly known as @ hreal-bone fever”, This disease seems to have
found its way to Ameriea from the western coast of Africa, via Havana, though its history is by no means
aceurately traced. Neither are the means of its eansation and communication well defined, nor yet the cirenmstances
anid conditions which lead to its assumiog an epidemie form. It seems to confine itself chiefly to cities and towns,
spreading little, if at ally into the eountey.  This wonld lead to the possible inference that the foul acenmulations
of the denser communities constitute a favoring eivenmstance, The disease has some features in common with
vellow fever, but, while extremely painful aud debilitating, it is very rarely fatal. One attack affords no protection
against a secomd one, and its spread is more general than that of any other dizease when once it assumes an
epidemic form,

Dengue is diseusseld with consideralile minuteness in papers pablished in the sixth volume of the Reports of
the American Public Health Association, written by Dr, J. G, Thomas, of Savannah, Dr. Henry B. Horlbeek, of
Charleston, and D, 13, C, Holliday, of New Orleans, to which papers those interested in the subject are veferved.

Yelloww Ferer.—New Orleans has suffered more extensively than any other city in the Union from serious
epidemies of yellow fever. Excepting the epidemic of 1553, by which over 7,800 persons died, that of 1375 was
the most serions of all, not only in its extent and fatality, ot also in its influenee on the industries and on the
publiec sentiment of the communities of the lower Mississippi valley. It is estimated by those competent to judge
that the well marked cases of this year reached the enormons fotal of 25,000, and that no less than 4,500 died from
the disease. The official reports place the total number of deaths at 4,046; bat it is believed that many of the
deaths ascribed to malavial fevers were really from yellow fever, these so-ealled malarial fevers appearing in the
recorids of this year as the cause of a very unusual number of deaths.

The first ease of the year was that of Clark, the purser of the steamship Emily 15 Souder, who eame ashore
sick on the morning of May 25, and died on the night of the 24th.  His death was followed by that of Elliott, the
engineer of the steamer, who died on the night of the 20th. There is some dispute whether the infection thos
brought into the city was continned, but the continnance seems to be well estallished,  The first death resolting
from thizs infietion took place early in July, in which month 26 deaths were recorded 5 in August there were 1,025 ;
in September 1,780 in October 1L0G5; in November 147, and in December 3. OF the total deaths recorded,
G863 were of whites and 153 of colored persons, the colored population being about one-fourth of the whole,

The contagion spread amd became epidemic as far up az Hickman, on the Mississippi river, and at various
other cities and towns, some quite remote from the river and apparently fully protected by theiv isolation.
“Shot-gun qnarantine” was established thronghout the whole lower Mississippi valley, and commerce and all
interconrse were practically snspended.  So great were the suffering and loss and excitement resulting from these
epidemics, that a new and vigorous impulse was given to the sanitary movement thronghont the whole conntry.
The establishment of the national boared of health, of the sanitary couneil of the Mississippi valley, and ihe
auxiliary sanitary association of New Orleans, all owe their origin and their great efficiency to the tervors of this
terrible year,

There was another invasion (or a revival) of yellow fever in New Orleans in 1879, but so active were the
measures taken for its suppression, and so efficient were the services of the anxiliary sanitary association, that it
reached a total of only 19 deaths. In Memphis, where the means of immediate protection were much less, there
were abont 500 deaths,

The late Dr. Samuel Choppin, president of the state board of health of Louisiana, in his report dated January
1), 1550, says :

Gireat as are its patural advantages as a mart of trade—and they are unsurpassed by any city of the earth—its growth in population,
Dusiness, amnd wealth, has hitherto been ineonceivably retarded by these visitations of yvellow fever. Were these natural advantages less
than they ave, its utter destruction would have been inevitable.  But for this one great drawback to its progress, T think I am warranted
in the belief that New Orleans, at this honr, might aspire to be considered the first commerciol city of the Union. This is not the
language of exagreration, I is the patural dedoction of facts, Doriog the last 84 years (from the fivst introduction of yellow fever
tnto New Orleans in 1798 not less than one hondred thousand of the flower and strength of the land have fallen vietims of yellow fever
within the limits of the city, And if we add to this the numbers that have died of the discase in neighboring towns and the country, the
total mertality from this dread scourge brought here would range between @ity and seventy-five towsard more,  The people who have died
here of yellow fever wonld have built ap a state.

THE AUXILTARY SANITARY ASSOCIATION.

As a diveet outgrowth of the epidemic of 1578, and as a result of the interest in the subject displayed during
the snceeeding winter, there was organized on the 31st of March, 1879, an association of citizens known as “The
Auxiliary Sanitary Association of New Orleans”, whieh has been of the utmost value to the sanitary interests of
the city. Mr. Edward Fenner, vice-president of the association, in his annual address in 1880, says :

The ready disposition of neighboring communities to blockade this city by barbarons shot-gan guarantines, which effvetan “:l-' ]-'IHIHI}'E']
business and rendered inter-state communication almost impossible, showed Bt too plainly that, while the gemsraphicsl ]'I“-Hitllw'l of New
Creleins is moest faverable to its inerease in population, manufaetores, commeree, and wealth, if its good health ond good name can T
established, it is the reverse of favorable, should public neglect subject it to the ravages of vellow feover,

The gentlemen chiefly instramental in giving form and motion to this association were actunted by the most poteiotic motives—ile
vekalidlitation «f this ey, :

)
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They realized the fact that the time had come when the people conld be appealed to with success to give countenanes and material
aid in support of any well-devised plans of sanitary improvement, to be nndertaken by a committes of eitizens amld paid for by volnntary
aubseriptions. :

The experience of the past had tanght them that political corporations cannet be depended apen for that prompt and sustaioed action
which enables men trained in the severe school of business affairs to execute large underiakiogs with economy amd dispateh.

- - ™ - W " - - W

The task assumed by this asseciation was surretnded with inoomerable snd apparently almost insormoeantible dificalties.  The
movement was novel and the projectors untried ; money was peeded and the contributors must necessarvily be numerons.  The snccess
attending vour efforts to create a snsteining public opinion in mvor of the radical reform proposed in your address to the people; issued the
Gth of April, 1570, is evineed by the lavge nomber of your subscribers and the amount placed at your dispesal.

" * = - - - s = -

The views of this association may be Gely illostrated by o quotation from the reply made by Lovd Palmerston to the presbytery of
Edinburgh, when they wrote to bim to ask whether a national fast onght not te be appsinted in consequence of the appearancs of cholera,

His londship gravely admonished the preshytery that the Maker of the umverse had appointed certain lnws of natare for the planet on
which we live, and that the weal orwoe of mankind depends on the observanes of those lnws—one of them connecting health with the absence
of those noxions exbalations which procecd from overcrowded human beings, or from decomposing substances, whether animalor v egetable,
He, therefore, recommended that the purification of towns and cities should be more strenuonsly carried on, and remarked that the canses
and sourees of contagion, it allowed to remain, will infallibly breed pestilence and be fmitful in death, in spite of all the prayers and
fostings of a upited bot inaetive peaple. :

The enormona loss of lifo and values inflicted upon the conntry by the epidemic of 1878, not tospeak of the bonndless charity hestowed
to alleviate local distress, has ereated an nnwonted interest thronghout the United States in measares of prevention.

The discossion of the American Public Health Association, composed of representative men from every state in the Union, on city
sanitation and practical questions conpeeted with the management of an actual or threatened outbreak of yellow fever, should be aeeepied
by the people of New Orleans as conclosive evidence that our neighbors, near and far, will not permit ws (o remain indifferent to Cheir
wise suggestions,

Self-protection, and a very natural desive to avoid o repetition of the loss to the country eansed by the epidemic of 1575, which lias
been estimated by good anthority at not less than 2175, 000,000, gives them the rght (o demand o corvespondiog interest and an voflinehing
determination on the part of our citizens to foster and promote the work plotted oent by this association,

D, Choppin, in the report above referred to, says:

Unilonlitedly the most impressive lesson of the great epidemic of 1575, to the people of this city, was the mmportance of inproving its
sanitary eondition. It was apparent that the $10,000 appropriated by the city antherities for the boand of health would fall far short of the
requirements of the case, and, as the legislature had afforded we aid, the only reconrse was to raise means by voluptary contributions,  The
ontcame of the necessities of the ease was the orgavization of the auxiliary sanitary asseciation aud the contribution of abowt 250,060 by
the eitizens.  Although most of its funds were expended in works under the immediate control of the association, material aid was afforded
to the board of health in the house-to-house inspection by ten efficient sanitary policemen placed at its disposal by the association for aboot
four months,

On the whole, then, it may safely be affirmed that the sanitary condition of New Orleans in 1570, though far short of what is both
desivable aml possible, has been more satisfrctory than at any other time in its history, unless we except a portion of the time when it was
nuder martial law during the late war; and the propricty of this exception is doubtfnl.

The association has divected its attention to a reformation of the present privy system of the city ; to the filling
and draining of lots eccupied by dwellings or in the vieinity of habitations, with a proper adjustment of the grade;
to an improvement and extension of the water supply; to the reformation of the drainage canals by which the
surface water of the eity is removed in a very ineflicient manner; to the establishment of public bath-houses and
wash-honses; to the organization of an eflicient system of garbage boats whereby the garbage of the entire city is
removed daily to a point in the middle of the river below the city line and there thrown to the lishes which swarm
in enormous numbers to feed upon it; and to the establishment of quite extensive and efficient means for flushing
the gutters of the streets perpendicnlar to the river with water pumped directly from the Mississippi.

MUNICIPAL CLEANING.

Street eleaning.—The streets of New Orleans are cleaned by the city, and the sidewalks by the property-holders
at their own expense. In the work of street cleaning the eity administration receives material aid amd co-operation
from the auxiliary sanitary association,

Street-cleaning work is done by the city’s own foree, not by contract, There are two sweeping-machines
employed, but most of the work is done by hand, the machines being used only at night and on the square-block
pavements in the business part of the city. These pavements “are gone over every secomd or third night when the
weather permits.  Cobblestone and other pavements are swept at longer intervals, according to the foree of
laborers which the funds at the disposal of the department allow to be employed, preference in frequeney being
given to the more thickly settled streets.

On the square-block pavements the cleansing is done with a fair degree of eflicieney. On other pavements,
those which are hand-swept, the efficiency is considerably less, and on the anpaved streets it is very imperfectly
done, the difliculties being much greater and the limited working force being inadequate.

The cost of this work in 1579 was #105,5821 32, The expenditures of the anxiliary sanitary assoviation for this
work, during 1579, exceeded 37,500,
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The sweepings are deposited in the back portions of the ecity for the purpose of raising the grade on low
streets,

The system as organized, if carried on by a sufliciently large working foree, might be made very satisfactory,
except in the matter of disposal; but the lack of a sufficient foree, of both men and machines, has cansed it to
be much less than satisfactory. The use of the sweepings and scrapings of the streets for filling low places is
quoted as beiug * decidedly advantageons”™ This opinion must of conrse be taken to relate to the benefit of
aising the grades of streets rather than to the effect of depositing street filth in such proximity to habitations.

The street-cleaning ordinance is as follows :

Arricie 1116, Tt shall be the doty of the street cleaners to elean the gntters {(with hoes or sevapers) of all filth, amd put the same in piles,
amd have it carried away the same day to such places as the strect commissionera may designate; and after the gutters shall have been
seraped with hoes or scrapers, the water may be let in the gotters from the firesplogs, and while it is running the street cleaners shall use
brooms and sweep the gutters; always using hose to convey water from the fire-plugs to the gotters: for any violation of thiz ondinance
the offender shall be lialle to a fine of ten dollars for every offonse, recoverable before any magistrate, one-half of the fine to go to the
informer.

Garbage and ashes.—Garbage is removed by the city's foree only.,  All such refuse matters are vequired to be
sef npon the sidewalk in some snitable receptacle between the hours of 3 o, m. amd 3 8. m., and the receptacles are
vequirved to be removed by 10 4. m., before which time they are emptied by the drivers of the offal carts.

Axhes amd garbage may be deposited in the same vessel.  All is carried daily to the garbage boats, towed
below the lower limits of the city and dumped in the middle of the river.

The annual cost to the city of the removal of ashes and garbaze is about 230,000, honseholders being snbjected
to no further cost or trouble than that of depositing these matters as above stated.

The whole question of municipal cleansing is at present receiving active attention, and popular sentiment in
favor of sanitary reformations, especially such as relate to an improved condition of the sireets, sidewalks, and
gutters, “is daily growing and daily showing new results.”

Mr Cable CAPPEsSes the u[ril]iuu that menerally there is no such improper ]-;thullillj: of ,f_pl'l‘llil,f_.l‘r 0 [Il‘(‘llliﬁﬁs,
infrequent removal, improper handling, or improper final disposal of garbage, as to oceasion noisanee or injory
to health, exeept in certain remote portions of the city, such as the region of the dairies on Metaivie rdge, and a
similar region in the lower parct of the city.  In these sections the ordinances bearing on snch matters are grossly
violated, serions nuisance and probable inj vy to health resolting.  This defective condition is the more important
from the fact that a great proportion of the city’s milk sapply comes from these two sections,

The system of garbage removal and disposal has the special merit of great simplicity, demanding neither
elaborate apparatus nor skilled labor.  Its defects lie in the diffienlty of its execution on the unpaved streets in
continued bad weather, when the roadways often remain for a long time practically impassable to loaded vehicles.
This defiect is the more serious since a great majority of the city’s streets are unpaved.  Also, the garbage boxes,
during the honrs of the morning when they are necessarily left standing on the sidewalks, are in themselves a
nuisance, The defect in this regard, however, is not greater than in other cities where, according to the nsual
custom, refuse matters are set ont by the honseholders, exeept in so far as the climate of New Orleans increases
the resulting offensiveness. The gutters of -the streets parallel to the river are generally in a most unclean
condition.

Dead animals,—The ordinancee concerning the removing of dead animals is as follows:

SecTiox 30, Ordinance G022, —Whepever any horse, mule, cow, or other animal ghall die within the limits noder the control of the
board of health, the owner or keeper thereof shall hove it forthwith removed to propecly located and authorized factorvies, to be disposed
of for useful purposes under proper regolations ; or bury snch animals bevond the inhabited portion of the eity limits, or cast the same
into one of the boats meored (o the nuisanee wharves.

Careasses of the larger animals ave taken by manufacturers of fertilizers and are removed to their factories at
their own eost; those of smaller animals and fowls are deposited along with the ashes and garbage. This serviee
entails no additional cost upon the eity except in so far as it inercases the amount of garbage to be removed. No
vecord is kept of the nnmber of dead animals of different kinds annually removed.

The chief defect of the system relates to the removal of the smaller carcasses, especially of animals without
owners; thiz is often neglected and is a snbject of frequent annoyance and complaint. The demand for the larger
animals leads to their immediate removal, and the factories where they are disposed of are so situateéd as to create
no noticeable public annoyance. 2

Ligerid fousehold wastes.—Chamber slops (the waste water from sleeping ehambers) arve, theoretically, generally
thrown into the privy vaults; but to obviate the neeessity for the costly emptying of vaults, such liquids are often
surreptitionsly discharged along with the lanndry and kitehen wastes, which, according to universal cusfom, are

arried by snperficial or shallow drains to the street gatter.

Cesspools are prohibited by law, and violations of the law in this respect are probably infrequent, the open-
gutter system affording at least the I'hl-":l]_]l'.*i[ and least troublesome means for getting vid of such wastes.

In the more thickly settled parts of the city, including the district coecupied by the residences of at least
two-thirds of the total population, the gotters of the streets running baek from the river are flushed daily, as are
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also such of the parallel streets as have stone pavements. It is noticealle, however, that the eleansing of the
gutters on those streets parallel with the river is very much less perfect, and that the accnmulations of the solid
matters earried to them by house dreaing are frequent and often offensive.

The contamination of drinking woter—Owing to the neeessarvily fonl comdition of the soil of the ocenpicd portions
of the city no nse—ceertainly no considerable use—is made of well water.  This is employed to some extent for
watering animals; but it is generally conceded to be uniit for any manper of domestic nse, The entire supply is by
the public water works, which furnish river water on premises amd at =treet hydrants, and, very largely, by rain
water canght and held in wooden tanlks or cisterns above ground. Frequently these cisterns are placed one above
the other, so as to furnish water to each floor of the honse. They are of conrse entirely protected against
contamination by the foulness of the soil, though they ave obviously subject to consilerable acewmulations of dust
coutaining much organic matter of foul orizin, which, lodging on roofs and in gontters, is washed into the eisterns in
considerable gquantity, often acenmulating to such o degree, and undergoing such decomposition, as to render the
wiber deeidedly nnpleazant in taste, and not free from suspicion on sanitary grounds,  The more earveful honseholders
adopt devices for discharging upon the ground the earlier portion of the rainfall, an antomatic deviee being provided
for diverting the flow from the cistern until after the roofs and gatters shall have become thoroughly cleansed.

The comparative immunity of New Orleans from typhoid fever is believed by many observers to resnlt from the
entive disconmection of the stored water from sources of contamination to which it would be subject if kept in
undergronnd cisterns,

In reply to the questions as to the merits and defects of the system in nse, Mr. Cable says:

By the syatem of removal of more household waste above gronnd the danger of the acommlation of sewer gasces is avoided, amd
cmanations roim such waste are rapidly carried into the air.  One defect of the system is the cmptying of chamber slops into privy vanlis,
which, inmany of them, are liable to overflow, even From other abuses (misnses),  Another defect is ge fonling and stagoation of thesineet
gutters, especially in unpaved streets, where it is diffienit to flush them properly, aod the conscqoent generation of noxious gases and
olfensive odors,

The ordinance now in foree concerning garbage, refuse, and corrupt or putrid water, is as follows :

BrcTioN 1. Be il orduined by the council of the city of New Orlears, That from amd after Decewber 12, 1575, it shall be nnlawiol for any
persen or persons to keep or deposit any eifal, ashes, cinders, ilth, fonl or offensive matter, corrupt or patrid water, or any shells, hay,
straw, kitchen stuff, paper, vegetable matter, or any sabstaneea of any kind, that may be offensive to smell, or mmjurions to health, or
liable to become so, in any vard, lot, space, or building, or to throw the same on any sidewalk, or in any gotter, strect, drain, or casal, or
to canso the same to be done, or to permit or sufler auy servant, employé, or member of the Gumily to do so.  That upon being notified
by the administrator of improvements, or by any of lis assistants or foremen, or by any wember of the Crescent City police, it shall e the
duty of the ocenpants or owners of the dwellings, stores, offices, buildings, or lots bofore which or in which the said st mmay be found,
o immediately remove the same.

Sre. 2. Fe it furthor ordained, ole., That it shall be the duty of the ward snperintendents or foremen cmployed wnder the divection of
the administrator of improvements, and of all members of the Creseent City police, to make against any peison or persons violating the
foregoing section an afidavit before the reconder of the distriet within whose jurisdiction the offense is committed, apd wpon conviction
the offender shall be fined not more than =25 nor lezd than :!3[”, il'ndr i default of payment ol I:'|||||,'_l Tox '|'|:||1|l'|m:||||._'|| for o Ill'l'iuﬂ. of tiTne not
exceeding 30 days nor less than & days,

BEC. 3. He it further N'nfu!inni‘r efe., That it shall be the |1IIT:|.' of the oeenpanis of all 411.1'1,'|:!:ir|;_l|:l, oi’lincx, sbores, or hllilllillgﬂ of avery
character to put, or canse to be pot, the ordinary refuse, sweepings, ashes, cimlers, and kitehen offal, and all other substanees mentioned
in seetion 1, eoming from said boildings or premises, into tubs, boxes, barrels, or other snitable receptacles, to have the same placed on
the outside of the banguettes, immediately in frout of their dwellings, offices, or stores, convenient to be taken off by the ofial coarts, aod
hereafter such deposits shall not be made earlier than 3 a. m. nor later than 2 a. m., and the receptacles, as above, shall not be left by
said persons on the bapguettes later than Wa. m. Al persons violating this seetion shiall be lialile to a fine not exceeding 525 nor less than

%, and in default of payment of sabd fine lo iwprisonment for a peried of time ot execeding 30 days por less than & days, said fine or
imprisonment to be illll:ll.‘n:il,:ll byl recorder of the district within whoss Ii||1'im'|'|:'|_iu|_| Pl officmse 1= eomn

BEC. 4. Be if further ovdaiwed, efe,, That it shall be the duty of all the members of the Crescent City police to enfores all the sections of
this ordinance, to make affidavits before ihe recorder baving jorisdiction peaivst any and all persons violating any of the sections of this
ordinance, amd to arrest immediately any and all persons canght violating the same,

Bre. 5. Be it farther ordaived, ele., That all ordinances or parts of ordingnees conflicting herewith be and the spme are hereby repealed.

Human exereta—There being no public sewers, and all delivery of exeretal matiers into the street gutters being
prohibited, the city is supplied, almost without exception, with privy vanlis,

By ordinance, all privy vaults must be watertight; as a matter of fact, owing largely to the saturated condition
of the soil, few if any of them are 0. Almost the only exception to the vanlt system relates to the use of about 5060
earth closets in the whole city,

The disposal of the night soil is by the emptying of vanlts by “vidangenrs”. It is carried to the river in
close carts and is transferved to nuisance boats by which it is dumped into the middle of the river below the eity
limits., Ttis not permitted to use hnman excreta for the manoaring of land.

Manufucturing waste—The water of the zas works is delivercd into the draining eanals, and constitutes a
serions source of nuisanee.  The water of sugar-refineries, which is comparatively inofiensive, is delivered into street
gutters. Water from ice works and elevators is used with advantage for flushing the street gutters, Slknghter-
house waste is made into fertilizers on the spot—near the lower limits of the city. The waste of cotton-seed oil
factories is burned under the boilers.  Rice chaff, tin enttings, and other solid wastes are dumped by the garbage
boats along with the domestic refuse.



82 SOCIAL STATISTICS OF CITIES.

Concerning the merits and defiects of this system, Mr. Cable says:

The discharge of sugar-refining water into the gutters, and so into the canals, must produce more or less aleoholie and acetic
fermentation.  The city anthoritica assert that the gos water is the principal cause of the corrupt condition of the waters in the canals,
which are extremely offensive, dark, and foul.

Nowe,—It is proper to repeat that the system of municipal cleansing is now enjoying the beneft of o revolution in public sentiment in
New Orleans,

PUBLIC BCHOOLS,

The last report of the superintendent of public schools, that has been received, is that of 1870, This shows
that the total number of pupils on the register is 24,150,  Of these 17,294 are white and 6,356 are colored.
The following is the bodget of expenditures submitted by the finance committes of the board and adopted :
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The aectnal receipts for the year 1878 have been 8179,721 06, derived as follows:
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The actual disbursements were 171,459,

The report of the superintendent indicates an insufficient appropriation of funds for the seenring of the best
results, and especially a low scale of salaries for teachers; these ranging between 324 and $1,620 per annum.
Ouly 25 of the teachers are males, and 407 are females, averaging one teacher to about 55 registered pupils.

Coneerning the school accommaodations the following statements are made:

Notwithstamding the erection of 9 MeDonough sehool-lionses, 2 of which have been completed during the current year, and the faet
that two additional school: houwses are Fi Eri!l:ﬂ"r :Lll]zqﬂﬂl'llilpg 1,'1:||L|:]1~|:i1:|| unider the direction of the eommissioners of this fond, oor school
aecommadations are entively inadegnate to meet the wants of the L:it"l.'. W :l,-l:|l|i_h|3' additional accommodalions for 2000 children I'i.'.H-'i.{'liIIE
in the older anid more thickly settled portions of the city.

L] - - » - - - -

The comdition of the sehool baildings has been greatly improved during the ewrrent year, The want of means prevented as extensive
repativs as wore necessary and desivable, bt the limited resonrees were jndicionsly expended, and many of the baildings present o marked
comtrast to their previons appearanee,  The action of the city government in requiring the sehool board to make all necessary repairs upon
the: sehiool-houses boposes o buvden greater than the means at the disposal of the board can s=nstain,  The boildings are toe numerons;
HTEEIRY ol thaein ton far Eone im dlecay 1o be |||:|.|:,'|!|I i gnul;] condition witlomt ]‘"TH'-'I % !u:ul:];iluuls thisin are warranted |'l:|‘ the :l|l|ll‘u|ll'i.:1tinl1 fior
the support of the schools,

ETATIATICR OF EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS.

The enumeration of 1350 furnishes the following statistics of the religions and edncational institutions of New
Orleans :
Pubtie seliools . - . e oLl 39 || Methodist Eplacopnl .ocees vovmremseces socccnen samnamacaan 22

Actnal nttendonoe on 8ehool8. .. cco cacvcrnnssinnnnnar snames L F16 || Mothodist, Bouth. . .ccoooisiasmensoror comnanee dacamniniaaen i1
Private elementary selools. oo oen iovnas sammnr cocssannnenane 106 Presbyterion oo e s sersmes v e et s e 13
Frivate high schools ... e verveis cins sevmenanes smmmmnanes 4% || Protostant Eplecopal. ..o oo oo e oL 1
Calleged: =2 s s e e e e 3 N - Swadish-Lutheran: ol ivsis s Saa it oo e e i i
Bor nee o)l omes. oo o in s s s s s e e AR ma e e e R | kB B T | e e a2
e e L ) B D e e etiee a e MO e (e | e e o S e e A TS 1
B A e e e e e e Ll (B T g o T e 1
Coogrogationn] oUTehes. cue ve e e nsenes oas mems s o |1 1 o o B i s s = 1
Joawish chnrehes. ... i e, R G

il = " . . » . [/
There are in the eity 16 libraries, having together 111,644 volames.
CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.
[Contributed by Rev, Prod. . Wines, special agent. ]

No acconnt of the city of New Orleans would be complete withont mention of its many institutions of
beneficence, for the care of the inlirm and the destitute, of which there ave nearly 40. Nearly half of them are
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under the direetion of zome one or another of the religious orders connected with the Roman Catholic elurel,
The city anthorities maintain a home for the aged and infirm, a house of refuge for boys, and an insane asylum,  In
addition to the Charity hospital (which is widely known on aceount of its connection with the Lonisiana State Lottery,
and is a splendid establishment), there are three other smaller hospitals, beside the Lonisiana retreat for the
insane (@ private asylum). One of these besrs the honored name of the Tooure Infirmary. The Hebrews also
maintain o home for Jewish widows and orphans.  The number of asvlums for orphaned and friendless children is
about twenty.

The following list of institutions in the eity is believed to be aceurate and complete. Tt exhibits not only the
title and location of each, together with the name and title of the officer in charge, but alzo the reported capacity
and the number of inmates returned as actually present June 1, 1850, the day of taking the census. The Roman
Catholic institutions are distinguished by a t prefixed :
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PUharity Hospital - ccceccsicccsimmmmnmmmnnrnnrrnnn-f 1000 S | Bidter Agnes .................! BUPETHOR 0 vann vnannnnsane| CHOTOTHAL
Children's Hoce (I*. E. ) L e o i &0 4 | Hister Roberda T Buperior. ... .ocaaas .| dlackson, corner Saint Thomaa,
City Insane Asylom ......... Esranaua 160 | 161 | John €. Pooley .. ene.| Enperintendent . .. : Common, corner White.
Fink Asylom (Fer Prof. widows sl theie clllhln T . 4 a3 | Mra 8 M. Pac 'I-.'1r|1 Pl o T T e e e | Camp, cormer Anelia,
German Protestant Orphan Asylum .. ooveeninnn. 1B 102 | Gustave Plxberg......c000000 Buperintondemt EETTTTEEES| Btate, carmer Cang. _
f HMome for the Aged Poor (Little Sksters).....000..| 215 2 Motler Joseph Theread ceee.| BUperior ouses cesneensnns .i North Jobpson, corner Labarpe.
Home for Aged and Deatitate Women . ooee e cona. e e L T e e Magnolia, cormer Lafayette.
Home for the Aged amd Infirm (city charityh. ...... 60 | B Mre. E B Slokes . .o.cco..o...| Matron . cccasascascaainas : Annnnciation, corner Calliope.
§ Hopital de le Ste. Famille {foc old colored people) . oo .. or  Bister Theress ..o o cvevveeee.. IHrechress ooonneeeeen oo, | 40 Baint Demanl avenoe,
FHOtel Ddan (InfArmary} - cc- v o irmsmsncrancssnnnnen 50 | 16 | Skater Mary Carrell. .ocevesen. SWPETIOT vavnnn swnmes : LRI
f Honse of the Goml Shephord . oveercrezmazise. 200 | 209 | Sketer Aary Bese . ovieaniaan] BUWPEHOT . v ianinns Bienville, corner Magazine.
Honae of Rofige (boys). . D LA 000 | 242 “Chomas Brennan .. ceeees Superintendent . ... E Matabrie ronl
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t Saint Mary's Catholic Orphon Doys' Asylom ,....| 350 HE | Sister Mary of the Ivsert . ... Superior .| Chartres, corner Mazant.
{ Baint Vincent's Half Orphan Asylum (for giclap . B0 15 | Sister Ernesting ..........¢...) Superior. . ...oooooooe.. i | Combironne, corner Third.
1Zaint Vincent's Home for Deatitnte Boys . oo 50 3 | Foiher O'Brien - .oocoveneee.. .| THrector.coneee e vonnaaai| 371 Blonville,
1Baint Vincent's Infant Orphan AsFlum coueee.ooa. 200 150 | Sistor ATy A8 .ouee . cene. BUPLTIOT vucomn i s s aae Magazine, corner Race,
Towrs INArmary . covass cosinn : £l 15 | Fo Lowbor, M D svenvenasis ven| SHIEOOR o 0vesummnsesssness| Soutl Polors, coriet Calliope,
Tnlted States Maring Hospital i ime e nsnans] Kok ln nne; |
T T e e R e 40 AL | G BATHIG wauresasaaaancianmsnsliosannsnanansnsans snnnasaass| 352 Enplanmle.

T e et R e ceeninrecsine] 520 | 3,000

The jail of Orleans parish, with 59 cells and a reported capacity of 350, contained, June 1, 1880, 153 persons.
FOLICE.

System.—Strictly municipal. TUnder control of a board of eommissioners composed of the mayor of the city
and the administrator of police, both ex-cflicio members, and four members appointed by the mayor, of whom the
term of one expires each year.

Jurisdiction,.—Only within the boundaries of the parish of Orleans; that is, from the upper line of the seventh
district, late the town of Carrollton, to Poland street, the city’s lower houndary ; and from the rvear limits of the
fifth district, late Algiers, on the west bank of the Mississippi, to the southern shore of lake Pontelartrain,
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Avea of territory.—0One hundred and fifty squarve miles, including that part of the Mississippi river forming the
harbor of New Orleans.
Force (mumbers).—Officers: 1 chief of police, 1 chief of aids, G aids patrolmen. On special detail as follows:

Sanitary officers under onders of fhe boanl of heslth.. oo oo o s e el e ol e 4
Patrolimen in the recorilers’ conrts,. .. .. cvee vees R e e oy e e e e e e AT i
o b S T e e e o R oo e o .........-...........-...-.--,.----- i
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Om regular active duty in public strects;
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On reguloy active duty on barbor-front @
B s e e e i o o e e e e e T Pl = e e L
i T e e e B P T L D TG e e e e e e e Rl |
O regular active duty, as moennted suborban police, ... ... oo ... T e e e e R e e s o e 5
Total force of PotrolMEN..oeee casamncceenss e R e AR B e o e A P

Made of appointnent.—Appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the conneil.

Term of dewwre.~During good behavior,

Maovle of remoral.—Ouly Tor canse, and only by the board of police commissioners.

Daties.—General only to enforee city ordinances amd make all arrests for eriminal offenses,

Uniforn.—=Winter: captains and sergeants, double-breasted frock coat of navy-blue cloth, with donble row of
brass bnttons. Corperals and pateolmen, single-breasted coat of same, with one row of silver buttons. Summer:
eaptaims and sergennts, donble breasted sack of navy-blue tannel, with brass buttons; corporals and patrolmen,
single-breasted blonse of same, with silver buttons.

Eguipment.—oliceman’s elub and whistle,

Arms.—Xone, The law against carrying concealed weapons applies in full force to policemen,  Bot this law
15 not enforeed as against the police.

Pay.—Chief of police, 2200 per month; chief of aids, $150; aids, $100; patrolmen, $50. Uniform and whistla
at expense of individoal; elob furnished by the city.

Houwses of detention.—Lock-ups, 11; workhouse, 13 boys' honse of refuge, 1; eounty jail (ealled parish prison), 1.

Huie kept.—Lock-ups by regalar police; workhonse and boys’ house of refuge by administrator of police; and
parish prizon by the eriminal sherift of the parish of Orleans.

Poliee cowrts,—Four in nnmber; sit daily; presided over by magistrates known ag “ recorders”, who hold office
1?:'1.' ]]ll]JIIl:'L'I' clection, T

Efficiency.— The police of New Orleans is well officered ; but the entire foree is ill-paid, and at times not paid;
it iz therefore deficient in merale, and is totally inadequate in poiot of numbers.

There is also a body of police nuder the wanagement of a private company, and known as the

HARBOR PROTECTION POLICE.

Dhttivs.—It is a thoronghly organized and equipped body, whose duty it is, under contracts made with owners
or custodians, to police ships, wharves, and the like, and to receive amd wateh cargoes; for which the company
hecomes, for the time being, responsible.  And also to co-operate with the regular eity police, and to assist them at
all times when they can do so without jeopardiging the property over which they are specially in charge.

Its numbers vary aceording to the amount of eommercial movement in the port; from about

Werking foree.
120 in winter to some 70 in summer,

Appointment.—The appointinent of the foree 15 made by the company, bazed on the recommendation, in each
case, of three good citizens, who become bondsmen for the appointee.  The patrolmen are commissioned by the
wayor of the city, under the provisions of the following city ordinanee:

No, G715 Adarivisivalion sevics,
AN ORDINAXNCE relative to M, J. Farrell's Harbor Prolection Palieo.

e it ardaived by the peagor awd administaloss r{,r the city of New Oleleans, in conmoan eopecil :tr.lrrrm'ff, That the mayor of the city of New
Orleans be and is herely anthorized, at his diseretion, to commission as o patrolmon, with police powers, each person employed a8 @
member of <ML 0, Parpell’s harbor protection police™,

Be it furiler ordained, ete,, That the persons compuizsioped by the mayor in conformity with the provisions hereof, shall not he reguired
to furnish the bomd to be executed by patrolmen nnder ordinance No. 584, A 5.5 nor shall such person receive or he entitled to any
galary or compensation of any kind from the city of New Orleans.  Adopted by the conneil of the city of New Orleans, November 9, 1530,

Uniform.—Their uniform, which they are required to wear at all times, is a snit of blue flannel and a stift' hat
of black feli, to which is added, when on duty, a patent-leather band beaving the initials of the organization in
bright metal on the front,

.f':-’jJ-'Jllrrd.u'r'rrf.—rlllu':a' fre l,'l'lllj]:lIHH] will ain ]_','.|:|;_5'|j.~i|] ]:1lll|;-ll,'l.'-'l.'l.'1li-.'-i1]l,' and clalb.
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Pay—Each policeman is paid 355 per month. The officers are 1 superintendent, 1 captain, 1 sergeant, and 2
corporals.  The company charges for the services of each man for each twelve hours, 22 50, Vessels often employ as
many as three men from this foree, assizning one to the ship’s deck, one to the freight on the wharf, and a third to
the water approaches around and beneath the wharf, The company, formed on account of the great frequency of
incendiary fives on shipboand, reports its total gross losses, in the 11 months in which it has existed, at £15, after
having watched nearly 500 vessels and cargoes.  This organization comprises also a branch ageney known as the

CITY PROTECTION PATROL.

This body consists of some 18 men, and undertakes the night-watehing of stores, factories, warehonses, and offices
in the streets of the eity.  Each patrolman moves on a beat, reporting every few minutes thronghont the night to a
central office by means of a series of ordinary American distriet telezraph signal-boxes eneased in iron, nuder lock
and key. Subseribers pay from 5 to #£15 per month, aceording to the magnitude or importance of their establish-
ments, and are furnished with o regular amd minute morning report, in writing, from the central office,

There has also been in operation another body of men holding special police powers, noder the management
and in the employment of the New Orleans Cotton Exchange. Their duty is thoronghly to police the handling of
the immense cotton receipts and shipments of the port, from the moment of arvival until its final stowing in the
vessel's hold for export. This body of ununiformed police holds commissions from the mayor of the eity, but is
appointed by the New Orleans Cotton Exchange and retained entively under its control. It is divided into 25
supervisors acting in the cotton-presses and yands, amld 7 inspectors in railroad yards, on steamboat-landings, and on
ship-wharves. Their pay is $100 per month. The operation of this force is known to have put a stop to a general
pilfering of eotton, which amounted iu value to as mueh 2s half o million dollars a vear.

COMMERCIAL STATISTICE.

During the fiseal year ending Jane 30, 1550, the value of the exports of werchandise from the port of New Orleans
amounted to an aggregate of 200,235 503, In this amonnt, the following items are incloded :
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During the same fizcal year the imports of merchandize into thiz port amonnted to 210,611,353, ineluding—
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jeside this, merchandise was imported and passed throngh to other cities to the amount of #425,500,

The number of emigrants arriving from foreign ports was about 3,000,

The number of vessels entered was 552, with a Innhu:'.:'u of TG00 tons.

The number of vessels cleared was 915, with a tonnage of 855,765 tons, '

The number of vessels owned in New Orleans is: Oeean steamers, 21; tonnage, 27,920, River steamers, 163 ;
tonnage, 20,042, © SBailing vessels, 353; tonnage, 16,154

ETATISTICS OF MANUFACTURES.

The annexed table is a statistieal repors of the manufaetoring interests of New Orleans, Lonisiana, as complete
as can be given at this date (Aungust, 15300, Tl foem of this statement will probably be changed somewhat when
finally printed in connection with the general report on mannfactures,  This statement, however, is substantially
correect. The table does not include the statisties ol the manuinetures of the following industries, viz: breweries,
distilleries, gas, mixed textiles, and petrolewm refining, the collection of which Las been assigned to special experts,
without regand to loeality, whose reports will be published in detail hereafier,

MacHixery ineludes all products of # Founderies and machine-shops®, sueh as steam-engines, boilers, and
machines amd machinery of all Kinds, and vepairing.  This will pecessarily embrace some iron castings, which arve
soll as snch by establishments manufBeturing mackinery,
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Stafistics of mannfactures for the city of New Orleans, Ovleans parish, state of Louisiana.

— — — —_— —

I Ave number of
E-; :Emnmp!n-l;u]. Wages.
i 53 :
= = = —_— e
g =8 B L
Meclhanical and manulacturing indusirles, % Eg : = E E,E E
. | &
g g SRt = = 'g
= =] =, ]
= =F-_'|=.' 5 ‘ < = aL g g
- - =L = =]
: 7 e ] z il E =
CRRRE R CE I TR 3 2
2 L] L = 1 =] =5 = S
G e e b G e | ooe| ssaonoe 12000 Toe0n| 1,286 | 652 | #3,068152| $10,475,022 | #1834, 008
Rlacksmithing ........... e e (e S i [1H] a1, o | 1M 147 | 1 & 71, 53, 075 1E5, 673
Book-Wnading . oovescemrrmnsanmenranes T e [ 11, 000 | | 1[0 e ki 10, 211 5, 5 4. 063
Bant amil shae l'Illl'IIIJgﬂ.....r.1-1.1.... LN 57, 20 | 115 40 i i3 a0, T Lot v 7L, e
Baoots a0l ABo#8  vuwenecisansnansnnnnns [H] Ak, e | Hx) 200 L. 13 116, ED 174,745 307, S0
e, Ty R T e s e e ok s o i e 4 14, B 178 | 41 g 4 20, 453 S, 0D 125, 28
Baoxes, womlen packing ......... S A e e '] 15, B0 (7] 15 12 H 7,502 10, 220 o8 000
Hread, erackers, aml ather ll’l.klrl:'. ]lr\mlluh e e T THy T, i =R 7 B 17 190, 766 S0, 450 081, 160
o e e s = e o i 11, 700 il [[Le: el POl J Pl H ) =0 8] 124, G169
L.erliltl.11n-' T R Tt = it e i AR s P e e B ] J H ) e s 4 138, 585 F HE P 400, AN
AT RO DRI . - oo s e L e T S ek Sn e b B HE et} 112 1L e (4 51, 196 46, 500 5, GO
CInthing, Men's oo cemia s S PR R i e e HH] 100 B0 1, 200 e T4, 407 1, 075, G50
WOmeD's . ... i : 43 e 113,353 16 278
Cofles and H_|1ir'u., rauatal mil H] 5 3-1. 1, 510 11, 36
Coffins, horial.cnsoes, nmd w T il 1] 4,122 131, A
Confeetionery ...... o 127 A 204, 671 20, 40
G T e e i 20 o5 |, 105, 704 BT, G18
C Atam-lsln:pn : i an N 43, 2 0D
Lothan comPressing  coassncosnaasias 5 10 Hi3 Ly | 105, TEE T47, GO0
Drmtiziry, mechanical . ... ....... R e ey x| B 6. R, 250 o, 150
Dm,._ﬂ.IIJI.:I1.|.IlII:III.J|H........................-..... e o T 14 13- |. B, B5O 0275
Drveing aad L T e o e 12 o1 1 A, B o B
Flonring: and grist-mill prodoets. . it e S 4| an b i 248, 480 1D, Lo
Fooul proepuaafions .. ..ovevrvnnnnas T D 4 G 1z 10, G 4T, ERD
Fuommitare...__.. R AR L e % { W 2 | a5, 420 104, 500
e T T e A e o b e E L E O B O T S 3| T 1 1 o i R
Halr WoTK  ennrvsrioniiisimmrerinianninsasnnniosiannasssnnsasine 5| 0, 104 16 G G, (o 17, 600
Instroments, professional aml scientdif x| 1, 4y & | Premoee ; 1, To0 5, 460
Tron castings aml finishins. ... . B e e e B 10, 375 5 i L P | a1, 445 138, o0 DiE, B
wark, prohiteciarl and sronmental . P e e e X 1, 841 10 11 Eetiner] Fonisee 3,457 S0 14, 500
e T e e e | ] =, E H: = foed oo 4, 50 4, 250 T, 500
LI T s B T e 1 - e e e e ) | 12 26 i 11 ........I........ LR 1, e 11, G
Laoking-glass and pictare-frames . R e e DR & 750 12 | H Fooodco: 2,802 B, 575 15 658
Lumber, plaoed - ..oooooooo .. e e LR B = 5 17 1 44, 571 162, GE0 267, )
Rl P [ ] TE 17, 505 160, D5 EH, M0
MachineTF coossimmnnmsanass IEI G35, Ol T a14, 200 A6, 5K 0, GO0
Auarble and stone work. ... 1 11| o S50 ik} a5 a1, 208 1H, 4
Matiressca andl spring lseila ... | ERR 1" 3,712 25, THHR a2
Mineral apd sola waters o == 1iH) M 18, 212 o8 5 HE
0L, eotton-geed. o s 7 TEA SN 1, 156 =05, 165 1, G, 150 2,751,150
Painting and paper-hangin 1% 1, 425 12 a0, 412 LS Ei:, MM
Photographing ..... 12 23,300 10, 100 T 705
Pl.mt-.hu“ 16 36, 500 30, 700 T, 500
oy 13,441 A, [ 71, 600
o5 1 R D0, GO Tk, 36
....................................... [ i, 0 1,328, 387 1,574, 260
e il Lo Th G674 D, T AT, 505
et 4 H1, 800 246, 000 432, 00
A e 15 15, 410 10, 316 &
o s | N e 19, 700 ), 12
4 1, 0 1, 0, 000 1, ¥R, 090
Sargical npplianess, ... ... ocieen.. ' 3 2,070 1,635 ;
Tin, copper, ol sheet-iron ware . 1 51,271 105, B0 ;
Taliawren 55 , Sl <M, 6 « R
T plandstering. . S e 12 4, 315 1, Gl
AVACCIELR A S e e e R R ] 3 18, 540 100, 000 153, 100
Watch anid r!n-*k o Lo oo L i e D e T B e e | 13 14,705 B, M6 w2,
Wheelwrighilng . : H AL R ] i AL 5,
Wi, turmed |.|||I oar \'1!1' o = R AE 3 0,225 o1, M2 HoB
Miscollaneons indusiries as rﬂrmrh e e e L R ] 42 154, 507 43, 05T

——

Nt —The above 42 estalilishments are grouped as *° Miscellaneous industries" in onder that the basiness of fpdividual establishments may not bo ilisclosed
the pulbilic, smsd embrace bags, other than paper; baskets, rattan, and willow ware; brick and tilo; brass castings and finishing; ears, milroad, street, and repain
condige oml twine; eork cotting ; cotton gomds; cutlery and edge tonla; fertilizers; flags nd banners; fruits and vegelaldes, canned and preservd ; gald amwl silve

fce, patent process ; japanning ; leather, cnrried ; leathoer, tanned ; mivrors; patent medicines and compoimnids; perimn
; plated and britannia ware; pumps; stencils and brands; stone aml carthen ware; tranks and valises; wmbrellas and conea; and vinegar.

redwced andl refiped ;. bammooks ; hand ware ;

apil commetbes




AUSTIN, TEXAS.

AGGREGATE POPULATION

OF THE

CITY OF AUSTIN,

POPULATION

v AUSTIN, TEXAS,

EY
-
TEXAS, . . BEX, RacE, axp NaTIviTy,
1540-1550. ':-I-;‘_:’:r.?“ Al
Sy CENSUS OF 1550,
ch-ﬂ:lu.\_r._-;___s_E_E_ ¥
Inhah, i 53 Milcn Vi
U e o e e R .-‘“"""{'l:w 3.\ Y [ ¥ R e b, 475
J;";LE:"?‘,E Fomales . cocees cnnsasna M0
L Enm i G2
3 -~ =
e e eie s e ok S Py WRtives - oo ciciiiymnna - H00H
=ls
5
Tk e s e S 4,438 _“If Forelgners ... ...ccees. = 1,355
E.l =
1880..... 11,013
; L L T A0

* Bxclusive of slives. Coloredl. coouncane cneeee oy G006

Latitude: 30° 6 25 ; Longitude : 20° 41° (from Washington); Altitude : 376 to Y18

HISTORICAL SKETCH.

The declaration of independence of Texas having been made Marveh 2, 1836, Houston was made the temporary
capital.  On the 14th of Jannary, 1557, by act of congress, commissioners were appointed to select o proper site for
the permanent capital.  The conditions imposed were that the traet shonld lie between the Colorado and the Trinity
rivers, and above the olid San Antonio road ; that it should be taken from publie lands, by purchase or by donation,
and that it shonld contain not more than fonr leaznes and not less than one league of land; the priee not to exceed
thres dollars per acre.  The act provided for the appointment of an agent to lay out in town lots one square mile of
the tract so selected, retaining a saflicient number of the wost desirable lots for public buildings, aud selling not
more than half the remainder at public sale.  The aet provided that the eapital should be ealled the City of Anstin,
in commemoration of Moses Austin, a former resident of Missonri, who inangurated the first scheme for the settlement
of Texas by eolonization from the western part of the United States; a scheme which, after his death, was carvied
into effect by his son, Stephen F. Anstin, After weighing the claims of different localities, the ecommissioners
decided in favor of o hamlet containing then but two families, and ealled Waterloo, on the east bank of the Colorado
river, where they purchased the land and made a report to the president, describing the same and its advantages.

This report closed with the following :
g7
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The commissioners confidently anticipate the time when o great thoronghfare sliall be established from Santa Fé to our seaports, and
another from Hed river to Matamoros, which two rontes must almost of necessity intersect each other at this point, They look forward
to thie time when this city shall be the emporinm of not only the productions of the rich soil of the San Saba, Pendernales, Hero, and
Pecon bayou, but of all the Colorado and Brazos, as alszo of the prodace of the rich mining conntry kuown toexist on those streams. Tlhiey
are satisficd that a troly national eity conld, at no other. point within the limits assigned them, be reared ap ; not that other seetions of
the comntry are not equally fertile, but that no sther combined 2o many anid snch varied sdvantages and beauties ns the one in goestion.
The imagination of even the romantic will not be disappeinted on viewing the valley of the Colorade and the fertile and gracefully
undnlating womdlands ol Inxoriant praivics at a distance from it.  The most skeptical will not donbt its healthiness, and the citizen’s
bosom mmst swell with honest pride when, standing in the portico of the capitol of his conntry, le looks alrond upon o region worthy
only of being the home of the brave amd the feee.  Standing on the jopetare of the rontes of Santa Fé and the sea-coast, of Red river anid
Matamoros, looking with the same glance npon the green, romantie mountains and the fertile and widely extended plains of his COUBLTY,
can & feeling of nationality fail to arise in his bosom, or conld the fire of patriotisin lie dormant nuder snch cireumstances §

A land agent was immediately appointed for Iaying ont the Iand, and on the 15t day of Aungust, 1839, the frst
gale of lots took place, the sales amounting to $1582,558. During the month of October the city grew rapidly ;
publie as well as private building was energetically pushed to completion.  On the 17th of this month the president,
accompanied by a portion of hiz cabinet, arvived at Aunsiin, General A, Sidoey Johnson, secretary of wir, anid
General Burleson, followed by a procession of eitizens, met the president a fow miles out of the city. The usual
address of weleome was delivered and festivities followed.

There had been erected for the use of the zovernment a frame building, inclosed by a stockade, as capitol (on
the present site of the city market), and on the opposite gside of the hill another frame building, which served as an
execntive !|'|'.]m-ti1m_. low cabing |I|'1'1|;' built for the accommodation of the heads of departments,

The arrival of these officers gave a new impetus to the city ; emigration ponred in, and improvements progressed
maore rapidly than before.

Dvwving this same month the Awstin City Gazelte was stavted, and was followed soon after by The Sentinel. A
reading-room was opened, and on the 11th of November, 1839, the first session of the fourth congress met at the
capitol. A proposition was made agitating a ehange of the seat of government. A bill calling for a vote of the
people to settle the matter was introduced, supported among others by General Houston, a congressman from the
St Augustine conntry. It was, however, voted down, and the question for a time remained at rest.

On the 13th of Jannary, congress having incorpovated the eity of Austing an election was held for city officers;
amd on the same day the first meeting of the sapreme court of Texas was here held, the session occupying 15
tdays,  The duties of the mayor of the eity were not complicated, bat consisted largely in Keeping the community
inm & state of intelligent defense against occasional Indian raids, which were apprebended with reason, but which
were never of a very serions character,

In the spring of 1540 a4 census of the eity was taken, showing a total population of 506, of whom 550 wera
adnlt men and 150 were blacks. They were a heterogeneons assemblage, including representatives of almost every
nation and profession. :

Dring the year 1511 Aunstin continned to increase. The independence of Texas had been acknowledged by the
United States, France, Great Britain, and Belgium. M, de Saligny, the French minister; with a scientifie corps,
L alveady arrived, and had built for himself the finest honse then in Texas,  His relations with the sovernment
were, however, of short dovation. 1t appears that one of his servants had killed some pigs that annoyed him,
which belonged to Mr. Bullock, Mr. Bullock whipped the servant, and thereby enraged the minister, who ealled
upon Mr., Bulloek and was ovdered off the premises.  The minister, econeeiving that the honor of France had been
compromised, demanded of the president that he rebuke Mr. Bullock, The president refused to interfere in a
personal quarrel, and referred bim to the civil anthorities. The subsequent belhavior of M. de Salizny was snch
that the president asked of the Freneh government that he be recalled, which request was promptly granted.  This
petty gquarrel beeame a matter of publie interest, inasmuch as it led to the breaking off of negotiations for a loan
abont to be made by the French government to the government of Texas.

An election for president was held on the first Monday in September, 1541, Three names were prominent
among the nominations: those of General Sam. Honston, David G. Burnet, and Governor Welsh. The latter
promised, if elected, to serve for a salary of $500 per annom, to pay his own expenses, and to do the public
blacksmithing free of eharge. General Houston was elected; and on the second Mounday of December was
inangurated president of the Republic of Texas, [le established many reforms, and enforeed rigid economy.
KNotwithstanding the fact that, owing to loose regulations for the collection of eustoms (most of the goods consumed
in the eastern part of the state being smugzeled aceross the Sabine river), the public eredit and the enrreney gradually

improved.,

Early in the spring of 1542 General Vasquez, at the head of 1,200 Mexican regunlars, invaded Texas, sacking
Ban Autonio on the Gth of Mareh, A ecitizen eseaping at sunvise reached Austin abont dusk with the astounding
news,  Great energy was shown, and by the morning of the S5th Aonstin had mustered from 1,500 to ‘.'5,'["]‘" citiRen
soldiers.  The president became greatly alarmed, and issued an orvder forbidding any soldiers to leave the eity. He
ordercd the avchives removed to Honston,  In spite of Lis orders, however, many soldiers did leave for the front
the same night.  Meanwhile the government oflicers were rapidly preparving to leave the town, burying many of the
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less important archives which they eould not well earry away. The next morning the exeentive department and
other officialz departed for the lower connfry.  The Austin soldiers, returning after Vasquez had been driven beyond
the Nueces river, disbanded and returned to their homes, where they beheld a discouraging sizht. The flonrishing
yonng city which they had left a month before, was now a straggling “deserted village”. Four or five families and
abont 25 men only had remained.  These, with the few who had previously returned from San Antouio, had organized
for their own safety amd for the security of the remaining government archives, A eonsideration of the position of
affairs eansed great exasperation.  Over half a million dollars had been expended for land alone, and the value of theie
property was threatened, if not destroyed.  In spite of the most earnest solicitation the president refused to return,
and soon afterward issued a proclamation convening congress in extra session at Honston on the 21st of March.
These measures decided the people of Austin to take the affairs of the eity into their own hands, During the
removal of the officials, the papers of the general land office had Deen left behind; these, the citizens determined to
retain.  The president sent a commissioner to remove these archives,  He was sent back, with the information that
the people of Austin considered that eity the seat of government, and would not allow their removal.  An archive
eommittee and a vigilanee committes were formed.  And althongh the commissioner of the general land office
retained charge of the archives, and was in sympathy with the government, he did not dare attempt theiv removal,
So jealousiy were these archives gonavded, that at times the baggaze of persons leaving the city was examined,
Late in September the president made several attempts to induee the people of Aunstin to allow the archives to be
removed; bat they persistently refused o do so.  Dependent at this time, as they were, mainly on their rifles as a
means of snbsistence, their ammunition became exhansted.  They applied to the officer in charge of the arsenal for
ammunition for their actual needs.  This being refused in the absence of a requisition, and the refusal being persisted
in, they surrounded his house, got possession of the keys of the arsenal, helped themselves to what they required,
and removed a howitzer, with its caisson and ammunition, placing them under guard in the shed near the corner
of Congress avenne amd Pecan street, intending to use the same as o means of defense and as the signal for the
assemblage of the popolation.

In September of this year Mexiceo sent out o still more formidable invading army, under General Woll, who, at
daybreak on the morning of the 14th, at the head of about 2,000 troops, entered San Antonie, meeting with little or
no resistance,  The district court was in session at the time, and so complete was the surprise that he eapiured the
presiding judge and other officers of the court. The citizens of Gongalez, receiving nofice on the same day of the
capture of San Antonio, mustered to the number of 20 and marched to meet the enemy.  Others joined them on
the road, angmenting their number to 2200 Woll was drawn ont from San Antonio by a skirmishing party, which
hie followedd to the position of the Texans, on the Salado, about seven miles east of San Anfonio, where, being
decidedly worsted, he withdrew, having lost heavily, This aetion is supposed to have changed Woll's plans, and
instead of advancing to Austin he eontinned his retreat to Mexico,  Tntil the end of the vear the peace of Austin
was broken only by oceasional Indian raids.  On the morning of the 20th December, 1542, withont warning of their
approach, an armed foree of 35 men had entered Anstin, had reached the government buildings and loaded three
wagons with the land-office archives before they were discovered. The eitizens remonstrated, bot the party
announced their determination to take the arehives to Honston, stating that they had an ample foree ontside of the
town to carry out their purpose in spite of any opposition. They were informed that the people of Anstin were as
firmly determined to retain the archives: amd some show of resistanee was made, including a discharge of the capt nred
howitzer; which, while ineffective as against the maranding party, assembled on the gronnd all within hearing of its
report.  The removing party started their teams for Bushy ereek, pursned by a body of citizens whose progress was
retarded by the attempt to earvy the howitzer with them ; so that they were not overtaken until nightfall, at their
camp in the Bushy valley. On being overtaken, Captain Smith, who headed the party removing the archives,
endeavored to effect a compromise. He was informed that nothing short of the return of the archives wonld be
listened to. This he refused. However, the next morning he again visited the camp and beeame satisfied from
their tone aml numbers that it was useless to resist them ; he proposed to turn the documents over to them.  [I&
was insisted that he should earry them back himself to Austing which he finally agreed to do.  As both parties
were on their way back, Captain Smith’s men, being mounted, left the road nnder pretense of watering their
horses, and did not retnrn.  On the arrival of the citizens with the recovered avchives there was great rejoicing,
This is Sill‘l!\il:lilli:lllf.' all of what is known in Texas as the © Archive war™, an |_=]|.i5u|1|_= wihieh, while trifling n
itsell, doubtless determined the permanent maintenance of the eapital at Austin, no further efforts having been
made to get control of these most important papers,  During the summer of 15843 the Indians inereaszed their hostility
and aclivity. Provisions became very searce ; shoes anid clothing were mostly of home mannfacture and of the rudest
character, and there was great suffering on all hamds, The status did not improve during the sabseguent year.
In 1544 there waz a new election of president. The great l|l1=‘.'-i1.]':}ll now aritating the whole of Texas related
to its annexation to the United States.  In 1835 that government had declined io take Texas, doubiing its ability
too maintain itz independence.  The sentiment in its favor, however, il been growing in the meantime, and the
Congress which met in 154 adopted measures looking to the accomplisliment. of the purpose.  The question was
introdoced into the United States Senate by My, Callbonn, in April, 1544, but was defeated.  In the presidential
election of this year, the annexation of Texas beeame a leading issue; and on this issue Mr. Polk was elected.
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O the 1st of March, 1345, a joint resolntion of Congress to admit Texas into the Union was passed, and received
the signature of President Tyler. The Texan eongress assembled at Aunstin on the 4th of July, 1545, and on the first
day of its session the annexation bill was passed, and Anstin waz recognized as the seat of government nntil 1550,
The first state legislature assembled in Austin, and on the 19th of Febrnary, 1846, President Jones handed over
the exeentive authority to J. Pineckoey Henderson, the first governor of the new state of Texas. Immediately after
the annexation a considerable influx of settlers was noticeable.  Most of them were without means, and added little
to the immediate material wealth of Aunstin, The old settlers had nnshaken faith in the future of the city, andd
continned to make snch improvements as their small means permitted.  Lots inereased in valoe, new sarveys and
subdivisions were made, and the city gradoally extended its limits. Im accordance with the provisions of the
state constitution, an election was held in 1550 to determine the location of the ecapital for twenty years, resulting
in favor of Aunstin,  Abont the beginning of 15851 the neceszity for providing echurehes and sehool-houses had become
manifest, and several of these edifices were erected. At about the same time a number of business men were
attracted to Anstin, and several substantial brick and stone buildings were constrocted.  An attempt was made
to establish steam navigation on the river, but the dificalty of navigation and the limited demand for such service
soon cansed regnlar trips to be abandoned.  Communication with distant points was established, and the surrounding
country gradually became settled. The prosperity of Austin continned to inerease steadily nntil 1361, when the
breaking out of the war of the Rebellion cheeked all improvement and had a very depressing effect on trade, which
thenceforth for some years was confined mainly to traffic with Mexico,

Diving the war Anstin contributed largely in men and means to the confederate army. The elose of the war
fonmd all of its interests and industries very greatly depressed, and no material progress was made thereafter until
it became certain that a projected railroad wonld make Austin its terminal point. This gave an impetus to the
growth of the eity, sneh as it had not known before.  After the building of the Houston and Texas Central
railroad, in 1471, the place began to develop into a city, Prosperity appeared on every hand, and the population
inereased to about ten thonsamd, more than doable that of the year before.

In 1877 Aunstin had grown to a population popularly estimated at 16,000, and had become a regularly laid-out
eity, with blocks of boildings of considerable pretensions. ¥ Hundreds of costly residences greet the eye on every
gide; a dozen church spires point aloft to the clonds; institutions of learning to prepare the youthfnl mind for the
duties of matnrer years are numerons, The daily papers earry the pews from all guarters of the globe to their
thonsands of readers, while the hum of the mill-wheel, the ring of the anvil, and the seream of the steam-whistle
attest the already developing manunfactoring intervests of the eity.,” The eity directory of that year gives aceonnt
of 13 churehes, 10 educational establishments of considerable pretension, beside 11 private schools, Masonic lodres,
Odd Fellows’ lodzes, Hebrew associations, and other seeret and benevolent societies, water-works, gas-works, a city
railway, two ice companies, shooting clubs, theaters, halls, amd four newspapers.

AUSTIN IN 1880.

The following statistical accounts, collected by the census officers, indieate the present condition of Anstin,

Texas.
LOCATION.

Anstin lies in latitude 302 6 257 north: in longitude 202 417 west. Its elevation above the sea-level is at an
average of about 550 feet. The Colorado river, on which the city lies, is not navigable. The low-water level of the
river at the foot of Congress avenue is 376 feet above mean coast-tide, The summit of Monnt Bonnell, three miles
baeck, is 718 feet.

BAILREOAD COMMUNDOCATIONS.

Anstin is tonched hy the following railroads: The Honston and Texas Central railroad, terminus at Sherman,
Texas; the International amd Great Northern, termini at Longview and San Antonio. The latter is being fast
pushed beyomd San Antonio to the Rio Grande, and northward to connect with the main western railway system.

TRIBEUTARY COUNTRY.

The country immediately tributary to Austin is mainly agrienltural. The soil on the rivers and stream
margins is alluvial.  On the table lands it is argillaceons, and rich with vegetable matter. Both of these soils are
of great fertility. Within a radins of about five miles nearly one-half the country is considerably wooded. The
underlying rock is eretaceons limestone, especially adapted for building purposes.  The region is very undulating,
the average in the district immediately about the city being about 500 feet,

TOPOGRAPHY.

The following statement eoncerning the topography of Austin is condensed from notes furnished by John W.
Glenm, C. I£., Aunstin, Texas;
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The city is situated on the Colorado river. The floor of the railroad bridge erossing the river is 451 feet above
mean tide. The principal part of the city is abont 150 feet higher than this. The natural drainage of the city is
perfect in all parts,  Johnson’s creck, Shoal creek, and Waller ereek give a rapid discharge for the drainage of an
arvea of about ten square miles, which passes through the city limits.  Congress avenoe, West creek, aymond's
creek, and Pease creck are important anxiliary channels, The Colorado river is a rapid, elear stream, especially
adapted to receive and earry away rapidly any sewage that may flow to it from the city. On the other side of
the rviver there is a series of large springs, which are suilicient to supply a city of half’ a million with excellent
water, The country to the northwest is broken; some of the summits, locally ealled *mountains”, reaching an
elevation of over 300 feet above the highest point of the city.  To the northeast, sonth, and sonthwest the conntey
is more level amd extremely fevtile. There are no marshes, ponds, or lakes in the vieinity, The agriealtural
character of this district is indicated by the fact thet in the average of years it prodonees three-quarters of a bale of
cotton, 30 bashels of corn, 20 bushels of wheat, or 75 bushels of oats per sere. Hay from the sweet bottom-grass is
yielded at a rate of from three to four tons per acre. The usual garden products are abundantly produced, and
pears, peaches, pluns, raspberries, and melons thrive,

CLIMATE.

The highest recorded snmmer temperature is 1069, The hizhest snmmer temperatore in average years, 882,
The lowest recorded winter temperature, 62, Lowest winter temperature in average years, 462,
During the summer season the city is subject to the tropieal trade-winds,

STREETS.

Total length, 72.63 miles. Noune of the streets are paved, but about three-quarters of & mile of Congress avenue
is finished with broken stone.

The city is hilly, the surface-drainage iz active, and the soil is mostly gravel, so that the sireets are
maintained in a fair condition at very little cost.  The amount expended duving the fiscal year ending November 2,
1879, for grading and repaiving streets and boilding bridges, was 212,505 59,

The streets become mnddy nwder heavy vains, but @ few days of sanand wind restore them to good condition,
On Congress avenue and Pecan street the sidewallks ave paved with limestone slabs,  These are the only finished
sidewalks of any considerable extent. Ou these two sireets the gutters are made with cobble stones, and are set
with limestone curbs, 6 inches thick and 158 inches deep.  The city has very few trees in the streets, and no grassed
places. By the city ordinances all street work amounting to over 3100 must be done by contract, and this system
15 considerad advantageons. There is a horse railroad one and ove-half’ mile in length, with G cars, 14 horses, and
1 employés, The total number of passengers carried doring the year was 20,000, and ihe rate of fare is 5 cents,
There are no regular omuibus lines, The works for water-supply are the property of a private corporation. The
reservoir is 23 miles from the pumping station, and has o eapacity of 2500000 sallons,  The pressure in the street
mains is from 65 to 85 ponnds.  The water is elevated by 2 Blake steam-pimps, the average pnmping being 450,000
gallons per diem. The gas-works ave owned by a private corporation,  The average daily produetion is 135,000 enbic
feet. The charge per thousand is $4.  The city pays 240 per annum for each street lamp, 100 in number.  The
income from private meters awd from street lamps i= given as 12,000 per annum,

PUBLIC BUILDINGE.

The eity owns and ocenpies for municipal uses, wholly or in part, 2 engine houses, 1 hook and ladder honse,
and 1 combined market-honse and city hall, which cost #15,616 29, The total cost of the municipal buildings
belonging to the ity is 17,117 20,

The state and county buildings are separate from those oceupied by the eity.

PUBLIC PARRS AND PLEASURE GREOUNDE.

The total area of the publie parks is 2008 peres. There are 4 small parks, as yet withoont names, located in
different parts of ihe city proper, each containing 1.7 acres. Pease park, in the northwest quarter of the city,
contains 23 acres, These parks are as vet entively unimproved, The land was donated to the eity ; the single
appropriation of 300 for their improvement has not vet been expended.

- PLACESE OF AMUSEMEXNT.

Millett’s opera house has a seating eapacity of 1,400, Smith’s opera house has a seating capacity of 700,

Jones' commercial library, in which weekly concerts are given, has a seating eapacity of 500,

Tip’s hall, the meeting room of the Austin Maenunerchor, has a seating capacity of 700,

Theaters pay a license when an admission fee is charged.  The revenne from this souree is 2250 per aunum.

Scholz’s hall and beer garden have a seating capaeity of 300 in the hall and 250 in the garden.  This hall is
held by the Germania soviety and is well patronized, thongh no statistics on this point are furnished.  The cost of
its construction is not given.



92 - SOCIAL STATISTICS OF CITIES.

The Turner hall and beer garden, constructed in 1372 at a cost of about 20,000, including land purchased, has
a seating eapacity of 400 in the hall and about 4,000 in the garden.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONH.
[Information furnisled by Rev, Fred, . Wines, special agent. ]

The eity of Austin is the seat of three of the state charitable institntions of the state of Texas, namely, the
State lunatie asylum, the Texas deaf and dumb asylhomn, and the Texas institution of learning for the blind.

The State lunatic asylum was opened in the year 1561, It is governed by a board of 5 managers appointed by
the governor. It can accommodate 350 patients comfortably ; but the number present June 1, 1530, was 373, The
lands, buildings, and improvements, including furnitore, eost abont 300,000, and the annual cost of maintenance
is 860,000 or 65,000, which is principally met from the state treasnry.  The amonnt of land owned by the institution
is 106 acres.  De. W, B, Saunders is the medical saperintendent.

The deaf and damb asylom received its first pupil in 1557, The legislature, in 15568, made a grant of 100,000
acres to this il]HliIIlliuIl, of wlhich abont 15,000 acres were ﬁ[ﬂul, under an act of 1574, for 222 440, The remainder is
estimated to be worth from 125,000 to £150,000, and constitutes, with the proceeds of the former sale, a permanent
endowment fund.  The legislatnre also wakes anonal appropriation for the support of the establishment, which
costs for maintenance 212000 or 515,000 2 year. The number of pupils in attendance June 1, 1530, was 61 ; bot
the institution iz of suflicient capacity to receive 100, The buildings and grounds cost abont 240,000, Mr., John
B, Ford iz the snperintendent, and onder his divection the pupils ave insteoeted not only in the elements of an
English edueation, bat in several handicrafts, such as printing and shoemaking,

SANITARY AUTHORITY—BOARD OF HEALTH.

The chief health organization of Austin is a board of health appointed by the mayor, eonsisting exclusively of
physicians.  There are 5 members who work without compensation,  The president receives a salacy of 8600, but
as eity physician, not as president of the board.  So far as any inerease of expensze doring an epidemic is concerned,
the Board ean act only to the extent of making recommendations to the board of aldermen. In the absence of
epidemics it has anthorvity to abate nmisances, and take charge of eontagious or infectious diseases. Its
authority, by law absolute, is really greatly limited by the fact that it is dependent on the city eouncil for funds
with which to carry out its enactments. During epidemics, with the possible restriction above mentioned, its
power is absolute,

HEALTH ORDINANCES.

Anmicik 271 (2). It shall be the duty of the health physician to see that all the provisions of the ordinances of the city relative to health
are strictly l'“rllEhI'ii‘\-l!I with; aml to this cod he shall have power, conenrrent with the city marshal, {0 see that the health inspectors and
]ln]i:'l-un':u |||.'1'I'u|‘1n their dafy Gaithinlly in ascertaining amd making L:rlllllhl:l.illl againat the anthors of all nnizsanees, He shall !‘-II|H.‘r1'I:I-lI'|I11
the city hospitals, visit the city work-lonse and joil, and take charge of and attend all cases of disease or accident eertified to him by the
mayor 48 demanding medical attention.

Awr. #5283, It shall be the duty of the health physician, whenever, in his opinion, any thing, or state of things, in this city is or may
become & nuisance, or dangerons to (he lealth of e city, tooeerd if:t' the game to the mayor, who shall, if necessary, aniler (e I"I‘I,;\' mparslinl
tocanse the samme to be removed, corvected, abated, ordestroyed ; and therenpon it shall be the duty of the city marshal to netify the anthor
of sail nnisanee, or the person ewning or controlling the properiy or thing which is or may b liable fo hecome a nwisanee, to remoyve,
correct, or abate the same ; aml in ease of the refmsal or failore of said person to comply with suel notice, it shall be his doty to canse the
gnme to be done, calling such assistance as may be necessary therefor, and all costs attending such action shall be charged to the antlhor
of snid nuiznnes, or to the person 41-.1.'||.:'||;_: or controlling the projeriy on which the same exists, amd sand ecosts shall e collected as other
costa: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so constrned as to prevent a procecding against the same party or parties tor any
misdemeanor of which they may have been goilty in the premises,

ART. 273 (). Lt shall be the doty of the health physician to keep himself advised of the existence of any pestilential, contagions, or
inifeet ions diseases b all peorts or o liisr pl:u s owitloim (he stobe: amd B0 ab any fime there may, in his apinion, Ix damger of anch diseass
being intrmloeed inde this city, e may require the owner, driver, conductor, or person or persons in charge of any rallway car, engine, or
train, stage conch or wagon, carriage, or ofher vehicle, or any person or persons whatever, to remain in quarantine at such place or places
and for sueh peried as the city conneil may direet.

AnT. 274 (53, It shall be the doty of (he health physician, whenever he is informed of the existence of any pestilentinl, contagions, or
imfections disease within this city, to canse the person or persons so diseased to be taken to snch place as he may designate, away from all
probable danger of commuonication, for treatment ; and such place shall beeome o pest-hotise, and shall be nnder exelngive control of the

ian. who shall issue sueh orders as will, ifpllr“'ihlr', prevent 1l .‘q:l!l'q':tll afl smeh dissnse.

health ]:]1_}'5

Arr. 275 (6. It shall be the duty of every physician, hotel-keeper, or other person in this city to report at onee to the health physician
any case of pestilential, contagious, or infections disease which may in any munner eome to their know ledge,

ART. 276 (%) It shall ot be lawful for the owner, driver, conductor, or person in charge of any engine, car, train, stage, carringe, or
other velicle whatever, te bring (o or transport withinthis city any person afflicted with any pestilentinal, contagions, or infeclions disease,
ur any property whatever infected with the same.

ART. 257 () The health phiysician may establish sucl sanitary regnlations for the government of places nnder bis charge as he may
decm pecessory, with the consent of the city conncil, and it zhall not be lawinl for any person fo violate suel regulations when so
estallished, nor at any tiwe (o interfere with or hinder the health physician in the dischorge of his doty,
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Art. 278 (9). Whenever it becomes necessary, for the preservation of health or the prevention of disease, to wse any disinfoctant, or
to nse any other precantion therefor, the mayoer may, by consent of the council, order the same to be done, and it shall e decmed o
mizglemeznor for any person in this city to faill or refuse to obey auch order,

- - L] 0 ® = - - -

Anrt. 280 (11). The mayer may, by and with the advice and consent of the board of aldermen, whenever it is deemed necessary, appoink
health inapectors for the city, to the nnmber of one for each ward, whe may be removed at any time by the mayor or the city conneil, amd
whose compensation shall be the same as that of policemen,

Ant. 281 (1:2). It shall be the duty of the health inspectors to ascertain every nuisanes which may exiat in this city, or in the ward or
wards to which They may ke assigned, and forthwith bave the same corrected, or abated, or reporied to the proper oflicer,  And in the
dizcharge of their duties they may enter upon any premises or infe any house in this city whers they may have reason to believe any
niisance may exist, may examine into the condition and cleanliness of any premses, inspect vanlts, privies, stables, aud other outbuaildings,
anil shall execute all onlers of the conncil, mayor, or health physician,

ART. 252 (13). The word *““nuisance”, a8 used in this connection shall be underatom] to mean anything whatever that may be lizble, or
about to become linble, to affect the health or comfort of the people of the city of Anstin; and it shall be the doty of the health inapectors
Lo report, as such, all premises, honses, vaalts, privies, sinks, stables, smoke-honses, lnmber-rooms, undrained grounds, stagnant water,
hog-pens, barn-yards, cemeteries, slanghter-honses, hotels, boarding-houses, restanronts, market-honses or stalls, streots, alleys, sidewalks,
or other groumds, honses, or premises, and all pestilential, contagions, or infections diseases in man or animal, or whatever may, in their
opinion, be liable to affect the health of the city,

Awr, 243 (14). Auy person or persons vielating any of the provisions of the preceding articles relative to health regulations shall be
deemed guilty of & misdemeanor, and on convietion shall be punished by fine, or otherwise, as in other cases of misdemeanor,

BANITARY INSPECTOR.

The board is assisted in its work by one inspector who acts as market-master anid health-inspector. He
has police powers not only in sanitary matters, but in all respects the same as the regular police. His duties
inelnde the inspection of all parts of the town and the abatement of nuisances. He has full power to prosecute
for the enforcement of the penalties of fine and imprisonment.

HOUSE-DRATNAGE.

There is no law or eustom concerning the inspection and correction of defective homse-drainage, privy vaults,
cesspools, sources of drinking water, ete.  But the inspector has power, and it is his duty, to look after cesspools
and privies, and to order them emptied when necessary. He has also the general supervision of streets,

GARBAGE.

The board exercizes no control concerning the conservation and removal of garbage, further than fo prevent
its being seattered or deposited in the public streets. '

BURIAL OF THE DEAD,

No interment is permitted unless the certificate of the attendant physician is delivered to the sexton. He
makes mouthly returns of these eertificates to the president of the board of health.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Small-pox patients are removed to the pest-house, outside the city limits. Scarlet-fever Lias never been an
epidemie in Austin, and there is no custom relating to the isolation or home guarvantine of patients.

The board talkes no cognizance of the breaking out of contagions discases in public and private schools,

Vaeeination is not compulsory, but at certain seasons it is done at the public expense on application of the city
physician,

There is no system of registration of dizeases, births, and deaths beyond the recording of the physician's
certificate for burial.

REPORTS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH.

The hoard reports to the board of aldermen at each of itz meetings, which oceur as oceasion requires,

In secking for information concerning the board of health, indications were fonnd that it may be much hampered
in its action by the dissent of the eity conncil, and of physicians who are not members of the board, Nominally the
power of the board iz ail that is necessary; but virtually the co-operation of the mayor and conneil is necessary
fior its best cfficiency.

MUNICIPAL CLEANEING.

Street eleaning.—The streets arve cleaned at the expense of the city, and by its own regular foree, The work is
done by hand, no sweeping-machines being used.  The work is performed every day or as required ; and in conneetion
with the natural cleansing due to the rapid slope, and thorough washing of the streets by storms, it is eflicient,
The cost of the work is about 31,250 per annum, Matters removed from the sirects ave deposited outside the city
limits.

Femoval of gavbage and ashes.—CGarbage is removed by hounseholders, and ashes by the city’s own foree.  The
regulation concerning the conservaney of garbage requires that it be kept in barrels, and that these be emptied,
and the garbage removed within twelve hours, It is permitted to keep ashes and garbage in the same vessel, thongh
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ashes are often used in the disinfection of privy vanlts. The cost of removal so far as it is done by the city is
inelnded in the cost of street cleaning. It is thonght that no injury to the pablic health results from the improper
keeping of garbage on premises, from infrequent removal, from improper handling, or from improper final disposal.

Dead apinals,—The owner is required to remove the eaveass of any animal dying, to a point at least one
thouzanid yards beyoud the city limits, immediately after its death.  Failore in this vespect subjects the offender to
a heavy penalty. It the owner is not known, the carcass is removed by the city’s force.  There is no record of the
cost of this serviee, and the number of animals removed, irrespective of dogs (of which about 600 die annually), is
alwout 50,

Liquid houwschold wastes,—There are no sewers in Austin.  Lanndry and kitchen wastes may be run into the
street gutters ; chamber-slops being nsually deposited in privy vaunlts. Dy wells or cesspools other than privy
vaults are not nsed.  The gutters are flushed as occasion requires ; at some seasons as often as two or three times
each weelk, and at others not more than once a month.  Drinking-water is stored in tight cisterns; and in so far as
these ave actnally tight, no eontamination arises, :

Huwpan everefo,.—There ave few if any water-closets in Austing the vse of vaults being universal. In the more
thickly settled parts of the city it is stated that these vaults ave tight boxes, The only regulations concerning the
constroction and emptying of privy vaults relate to their depth and location.

Privy vanlts are nuder the divect supervision of the health inspector, who, when oceasion requirves, orders themn
empiied by the licensed seavenger, beiween the hours of 12 midnight amd 4 a.m.  The matters removed must be
deposited like garbage at least one thonsand yards outside the eity limits.  There is no law concerning the use of
night-soil as a manure; but sneh use is at least very rare.  There is no manufacturing in the city of such a nature
as to require regulations concerning the disposal of its wastes.

CEMETERY.

Aunstin has a public cemetery which is the property of the city and nnder the charge of the public sexton, an
officer appointed by the mayor, who is required to give bonds of 21,000 per annum for the faithtal performance of his
duty. Ground in the cemetery is sold to private persons, the price for a gsingle grave being five dollars, with inereasing
rates up to a full block at #50; the deed of sale is made by the mayor.

By ordinance— '

The sexton shall keep a map or plat of the portions of the cemetery not divided into bloeks aor lots, aml alse a record-book of the
same i and whenever any burial of any stranger, panper, or ather PErs0T shall have been made in snch Inn'l'iql!l!l, shall make a record of the
same, giving a description of the spot, the name of the person so buried, it known, and mark the same apon Inis map to show that the
1uterment has thers been made, and report the same to the city elerk.

The sexton shall receive within the cemetery no corpse unless the béarer or bearers thereof shall deliver ta him the certificate of o
licensel physician, or of (he mayor, or some magistrate or coroner, containing & statement of the place from whenee taken, the cause of
death, sex, color, aud the name of each, it known,  Amd if the bearer or bearers, as aloresaid, shall refuse to give the certificate as above,
or if the ]H“];\' Iws b tao amother ]1]:.1'1: for burial, after il|hil!il':|[iﬂll s iIII:IT'-'l' Lt the sexton, the sexton shall notify the mayor of the fact
at once in order that he may proceed to inguire if any crime bas been comnmibted.

= ] - - " = - - &

The sexton shall faithiully inter in theiv appropriate places the dead bodies of all persons properly presented to him for interment
I shall prepare tlhe ground for their reception in a proper manner as promptly as pessible, taking care that no grave shall be less than
four feot in depth; he shall soperintend the depositing of the body amd refill and properly foish the grave after the body has been buried,

aiul preserve order and quiet while the saome 15 being done, aod for his services shall be entitled to the ollowing fees:
For digging grave and for the interment of persons buried at the cost of the ety ... ceeees sase: sanmens 2nas  S2 G0
For digging grave and interment of otler persons, to be paid by the person contraeting thevefor. ... ......... & (0
For superintending the work of interment where the work is done By others. ... oo ocaeiiiaac caacaae 2100
For disiuterment, removal, and ceinterment of & body, for the whele work ..o oo ccaaas coaaan caaais At e 1 ]

which shall in all cases include the cest of removing the dirt and cleaning ap the strects,

- - = " & - L]

It shall not be lawiul for any person to bave s grave dog or a body boried in the eity conetery without the knewledgze and approval
of the sexton, nor upon any ground thercin, withont the written consent of the person owning or controlling the same; and if a grave ba
w0 dlng or @ dead boedy so buried in places not purehased by the person so digging and burying, or by these nnder whoese suthority be acts,
the sexton shall canse the grave to be closed or the body to be disinterred and boried in that portion of the cemetery set aside for the
interment of strangers,  And the sexton's fees therefor shall be collected as other costs against the person or persons so offending.

1t shall not be lawful for any person to disinter, or remove from any grave or vault in the city cemetery, any dead body, or any of the
articles thereto belonging, exeept npon the written consent of the neavest feiends of the deceased, the written order of the mayor, and
umder the superintendenee of the sexion.

N . - - - - . - =

The mayor may, using a sonnd diseretion, order the burial in the city cemetery of the dead Lody of any panper or person thrown
upon the care of the city, withont friends, at the cost of the city.

= . 5 = ¥ = [ - £
The ordinances also make the usual provisions for the protection and care of the cemetery.
MARKETS.

A eonsiderable tract of land in Austin was set apart by the legislature of the state of Texas in 1856, to be
used exclusively amd permanpently as a city warket. Its regulation is in the hands of the city conneil.
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Coneerning the leasing of the stalls there is this somewhat nnusnal provision:

The lessee or lessees shiall pay in eash at the time of renting said stall or stalls one-half of the amount bid for the same, and shall at
ance exeente his or theit promissory notes, with ot least two good amd solvent seeurities to be approved by the mayor, for the payment of
the remaining one-half of the amount on the 3lst day of Aungust, or the 25th day of Febroary, as they may have rented for the six
moenths beginning March 1 or September 1; said notes shall bear interest at the rate of ten per cent. per annum from date until paid.

The ardinance contains the following provisions :

All fresh meats, fish, or vegetables intended for the peaple of the city shall be brought to the city market, or to some other
established by the city council, as hereinafter provided, to be sold or disposed of during market hours: Procided, That any pers
have the right to sell batcher's méat in quantities not less than the whole animal, or any prodoce of his own soil, or game killed by him,
or fish canght by him, any where in the city, after warket hours: dwmd proeided further, That any licensed butcher may deliver hutcher's
meat to his regnlar costomers anywhere within the city at all times, provided the same shall first be exposed in the market for the
inspection of the market-master.

- L3 - L L] L] L] - -
It shall not be lawinl for any person to establish any slanghter-honse in thiscity, or to slanghter any animal for batcher's meat within
the liwits of the said city, except for the use of the person so slanghtering,

- L - - L * - - -
Immediately and within one-half hour after the closing of the city market on each day, each lessee shall serape, wash, sweep, anid
thoronghly cleanss every part of the stall or stand ocenpied by him or her, and to the mididle of the ball or pass-way in front thereof, and
ghaell keep the same in the highest state of cleanliness.  And they shall within the same time remove their tobs and barrels containing
refnse matter amd shall thoronghly clearse the same before returning them to the stall. 2aid lesses or lessees shall be neat and clean in
their personal appearanee while in attendance at the stalls ; batehers shall not be permitted to wear bloody, greasy or soiled clothes, or sach
as they may bave worn while butchering,

Ko person shall be permitted to hawk, peddle, orzell any kind of goods, wares, or merchandise in said city market, or on the sidewalks
and footways surronnding the same, except as herein provided.
Within ene-half hour of the closing of the market on each day, all meats, ponltey, vegetables, fish, and other articles left over and not
aold shall be removed from aaid market, and the same shall not be retarned thereto until the honr provided for,
L
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The other provisions of the ordinances relate to the nsnal rules amwd precantions of city markets in warm
climates,
£ POLICE.

The police foree of Anstin is under the charge and command of the city marzhal, and the serviee is administersd
in accordance with ordinances making the nsual provisions, The only one of these ordinanees which seems peculiar
to Anstin iz as follows :

Every policeman of this eity shall, and any citizen may, have a police-whistle ; and it shall be the duty of any policeman hearing any
sich whistle blown to go to the relief of any person blowing the same.  Bot it shall nof be lawful for any policeman or other person to
Dfow nny such whistle for any trivial eanse, nor anless the presence of the policeman is actually necessary for the performance of somo
oty herein requived,

The annual report of the city marshal for 1879 is as follows :

The police foree of the city of Austin consista of nine men, and are distriboted as follows : One officer on daty at the police offiee;
one mountel-officor patrelling the city at night; one officer guarding and working the eity prisoners, the balanes being on patrol doty of
night in different parts of the city.

There have been arrested by the police force from the 20th of October, 1878, to the 1%L Oetober, 1879, 1,114 persons ; of which 851
were fined, 200 dismissed, and 13 appealed to the connty conrt, 40 were trapsferred o justices’ conrts, and 5 (o 1Be United States conrt,

The fines for the above year amonnted o 35,220 ; amonnt of cash collected, 33,565 202 amonnt of fines worked ont, 32414 4, Valne
of stolen and missing property veported af police headguarters, £5,472, of which $5L307 were recoversd by the police and returned to the
OWIETE, :

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The following is taken from the annual report of the mayor for 1879:

Alnonnt of warrants ontatanding OobobeT D, BT, . . ot e o s cie tacmas ssanss aens e ae s s sres cans E14. BG 76
Caelin:aity Srsssury Cotober B D8I . . iiuiis mssesrmessssmessseseman s saeesnsnes 0y BBL B1
Bonded indebtodness of the city October B0 LT . .. i v iciscssmsannns sanmassannnncsnsnn snmnne 000 00
Al valorem tax collectod of 1877 to Dotober 20, LB . . it vt commms cernmss et i sese Shas amme T2 25
L T B T e e i S 1 25
] e A L L Bl ) T = e e DR S s e
Ad wnlorem taxes collected for the Fear 1878 to Ootolier 20, IBTD ... civesoe cess ssssmnesssnnnens rrnens 47, =0 48
Ad valorem taxes collectad for the yeat 1879 to October 20, 187 .. .. oooan. coit ooiiiumncacacaaaal caanas e 1T
Ad valorem taxes uncolleobed for tho year 187D, now die. ... ooy cooeimin ceeiiais cies smes asennsaacsnrs 43,703 63
T L T o L e S R 10, 217 00
Tneome from market-house to Detober B0, LB .. il iiiiicioo: commccmceescamaiasasmsascnan 1, 417 05
b L L e L o A s Gl
L B R B s 0 PP e S S G 7| 1
Income from pronmid rent to Oetober 200 18T Lo oo, covios cree crrmne nnns R e R 15W0 (4D
Income from dog-tax to Qotober D0, IATH ... o oo o iin cciminas rocmes me rmen an e s
Income, miscellancons, 1o October 20, 1879, .. ..o ooenenn... e e R el 105 20
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Erpenses of the city for the year ending October 20, 1879,
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STATISTICE OF MAXUFACTURES.

The annexed table is a statistical veport of the manufacturing interests of Travis connty, Texas, including the
city of Austing as complete as can be given at this date (Anguost, 1850).  The form of this statement will probably
be changed somewhat when finally printed in connection with the general report on manunfactures, This statement,
however, is substantially corvect.  The table does not include the mamnfaciures of the following industries, viz:
breweries, distilleries, zas, mixed textiles, and petrolenm refining, the collection of which has been assigned to
special experts, without regard to loeality, whose reports will be published in detail hereafter.

MacmingERY includes all products of “ Foundries and machine-shops”, such as steam-engines, boilers, and
machines and machinery of all kinds, and repaiving.,  This will necessarily embrace some iron castings, which are ©
sold as such by establishments manufacturing machinery.

Statistics of manufoctures for Travis counfy, state of Teras, including the city of Austin.
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