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INTRODUCTION.

—_— -

TuE Cholera Inquiry Committee appointed
by the Vestry of St. James’s, Westminster,
upon the motion of Dr. Lankester, seconded
by Mzr. Joseph Brown, “ for the purpose of
“ investigating the causes, arising out of the
“ sanitary condition of the Parish, of the late
“ outbreak of Cholera in the districts of Golden
“ Square and Berwick Street,” entered upon
its duties on November 25th, 1854 ; and, having
held altogether fourteen meetings, completed
its labours on July 25th, 1855, by adopting
the accompanying Report.

Including certain members added at dif-
ferent times to 1its original number, the
Committee finally consisted of the following
Gentlemen :—

Messrs. CRANE and RicE, the Churchwardens.
#Rev. T. Beames. *Dr. King. '

Mr. Bipcoob. Dr. LANKESTER.

Mr. Brown. ¥Mr. MARSHALL.
*Mr. FrRENCH. ¥Mr. SANDFORD.
Mr. GEESIN. *Dr. Snxow.

Mr. HARRISON. Mr. WATKINS.

*Mr. JAMES. *Rev. H.WHITEHEAD.

* Subsequently added to the Committee as originally
appointed.
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as well as from various Hospitals, documents
to aid in forming an estimate of the extent
and severity of the epidemic.

An early application was also made to Sir
B. Hall, the President of the General Board
of Health, for such information as might be at
his disposal, relating to the Cholera outbreak
m this Parish, but, principally on the ground
that investigations of this kind were more
valuable when independent, the President did
not comply with this request.

More recently, in conjunction with Messrs.
Fraser and Ludlow, two of the local Inspectors
appointed by the Board, a deputation from the
Committee endeavoured to construct as correct
a chart of the deaths in the affected districts
as could be made. By permission of the
Board, the Committee has been enabled to
obtain from the Lithographers some 1m-
pressions of this map to illustrate the present
Report.

The first attempt of the Committee to collect
local information in the Cholera districts was by
means of a printed Inquiry Return distributed
to each house, with a request that it might be
filled up by the occupier. This measure did
not produce the anticipated results.

At the desire of the Committee, Dr. Snow,
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was desired. 'The lateness of the inquiry,—
the departure of many families from the
neighbourhood,—the imperfect recollection of
some,—the reluctance to reply on the part of
others,—and the impossibility of underground
research,—are circumstances which all inter-
fered with the completeness of this local investi-
gation. Its results, which may serve as a guide
in any subsequent inspection, have been tabu-
lated by the Secretary, in a form corresponding
with that adopted by the Committee of Health
and Sanitary Improvement in 1848.

In the hands of one member of the Com-
mittee, the Rev. H. Whitehead, whose
previous knowledge of the district both before
and during the epidemic, owing to his position
as Curate of St. Luke’s, Berwick Street, gave
him unusual advantages, the Visitors’ Inquiry
elaborated itself into a most minute and pains-
taking investigation of a principal street,
sifuated in the very heart of the locality affected.
His special Report upon Broad Street the
Committee have thought it necessary to append
at length.

In consequence of facts ascertained by
Mr. Whitehead, instructions were given to
the Secretary, Mr. York,—whose practical
experience entitles his evidence to complete






GENERAL REPORT,

—

HISTORY OF THE OUTBREAK.,

TaE PArisa oF St. James, WESTMINSTER, occu-
pies an area of 164 statute acres. At the census
of 1831, it contained 37,053 inhabitants; in 1841,
37,457; and in 1851, 56,406. Its population may
therefore be said to be nearly stationary; the small
diminution since 1841 being probably owing to
public improvements, especially to those made in
connection with the building of the Museum of
Economic Geology in Jermyn Street.

For the purposes of Registration, the Parish is
divided into three sub-districts, viz. St.*“James’s
Square sub-district, occupying 85 acres, with a
population of 11,469 ; Golden Square sub-district,
extending over 54 acres, and numbering 14,139
inhabitants; and Berwick Street sub-district, having
an extent of 25 acres, and a population of 10,798,
Since 1841, the population of St. James’s Square
sub-district has decreased, whilst that of the other
two districts shews a slight increase.

The parish is immediately surrounded by the
following registration sub-districts :—May Fair and
Hanover Square, in St. George’s Parish, on the
West; All-Souls, Marylebone, on the North; St.
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provement detected and exposed, by their house
to house visitation, numerous deficiencies in local
cleanliness, especially in the public sewerage. In
consequence of these inquiries a decided amelio-
ration of such defects was accomplished; and it
was a subject of congratulation amongst those who
were interested in the health of the parish, that
the epidemic of 1848-9, which so speedily followed,
was even less severely felt by the inhabitants than
the visitation of 1832. .

1848-9. During the autumn of 1848 only three
deaths from Cholera occurred in St. James’s, viz.
one each in Berwick Street, Poland Street, and
Rupert Street. In the first four months of 1849
no fatal case occurred in the parish, although, from
the middle of January to the middle of February,
the effects of Cholera were plainly manifested all
over London. On the 26th of May, one fatal case
happened in Golden Square. In July, five deaths
were registered, and the disease, continuing through
August and September, proved fatal altogether to
56 persons, viz, 19 belonging to Berwick Street
district, 19 to Golden Square district, and 18 to
St. James’s Square district. Seventeen additional
deaths were registered from Diarrheea. Thus the
mortality from Cholera in the whole parish in 58
weeks of 1848-9 was about 15 in 10,000 persons
living, whilst the corresponding rate in all London
was 75, and in the immediately surrounding districts
about 46, TIn St. Anne’s, Soho, the relative mor-
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1851. 1In this year one case is registered in
Rupert Street.

1852. A single death is returned at 5, Marshall
Street.

1853. During the last four months of 1853,
when Cholera for the third time invaded the metro-
polis, ultimately to become epidemic, several fatal
attacks occurred in St. James’s parish, as follows :—
In August, one case occurred in Great Windmill
Street, and another in Bentinck Street. The next
death, on October 2nd, was in Poland Street. After
a short interval, five cases followed in one week,
viz. three in the Workhouse on October 26th and
30th, and November 1lst; two in Marlborough
Court, October 80th; one in King Street, on the
31st October ; and one in Great Marlborough Street
on the 1st November. On the 4th November
another fatal attack happened in the Workhouse ;
and the last death for the year 1853 was in Blen-
heim Street, on November 15th.

It i1s important to remember these successive
visitations of Cholera in St. James’s parish, and
especially the presence of the disease during the
autumn of 1853 ; for they serve to establish its lia-
bility to the inroads of that epidemic, although they
entirely failed to prepare its inhabitants for the
impending calamity of 1854.

1854. At the commencement of this year, there
were but five deaths from Cholera registered
throughout the whole of the metropolis during
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- Adding to this list one more death which was
recorded in the St. James’s Square district in the
week ending October 21st, the total number of
deaths from Cholera registered in St. James’s, in
the 17 weeks ending November 4th, was 484. But
this number gives a very inadequate idea of the
entire loss inflicted by the epidemic. Thus the
House List of deaths by Cholera, furnished to
the committee by Mr. Buzzard, the vestry clerk,
from the local registers, gives a total of 501 deaths
recorded between July 1lst and September 30th.
Besides these, it is estimated that about 150 of
the inhabitants died during the same period in
the Middlesex, University College, Royal Free, St.
George’s, and King’s College Hospitals, out of the
parish, whose deaths would therefore be registered
elsewhere. It would appear, indeed, from the
investigations of Messrs. Fraser, Hughes, Ludlow
and Whitehead, that some deaths must have es-
caped registration altogether, and that possibly
more than 40 non-resident persons, who came to
work or visit in the parish, also died. Hence the
fatal attacks in St. James’s parish were probably
not less than 700.

So great a number would imply a relative mortality,
during the above defined 17 weeks, of 220 to every
10,000 persons living in the parish, instead of 152
as estimated upon the data furnished to the Regis-
trar’s Office. The highest relative mortality in
any metropolitan parish not containing a hospital, .
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westward to King Street, north as far as Great
Marlborough Street and Noel Street, east to the
line of Wardour Street, and south to Little Pulteney
Street, from the west end of which its limits are
expressed by a line crossing over Great Pulteney
Street and Bridle Lane, returning to the north-
east angle of Golden Square. Beyond Wardour
Street, to the east, lies St. Anne’s Court, Soho, with
its dependencies, which, though out of St. James’s
parish, must be included in the Cholera area. It
has been shewn by Mr. Whitehead that the limits
of the Cholera district are also very accurately
defined within an irregular four-sided figure, the
north and south angles of which are placed re-
spectively near the middle of Poland Street and at
the south end of Little Windmill Street, whilst the
west and east points are at the north-west corner of
King Street and the east end of St. Anne’s Court.
The included space is rather longer from east to
west than from north to south. The centre of this
figure falls at the junction of Cambridge Street with
Broad Street, and it has been remarked by Mr.
Whitehead, as may be shewn with compasses upon
the map, that a circle, having a radius of 210 yards,
struck from the north-west angle of Cambridge
Street includes almost the entire area, except St.
Anne’s Court. Two notches vacant of mortality
require, however, to be taken out of this circle;
one corresponding with a part of Great Marl-
borough Street, the other with one half of Golden®
Square and the southern part of Bridle Lane. As
B
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Broad Street, the very heart of the area, the
- deaths were rather more than 10 per cent., or
- 1,000 to every 10,000 persons living. In Cam-
bridge Street, Pulteney Court, and Kemp’s Court,
the population was also decimated. In Mar-
shall Street, South Row, Marlborough Row, Silver
Street, Great Pulteney Street, Little Windmill
Street, the southern pcirtimls of Wardour, Ber-
wick and Poland Streets, the mortality diminished,
varying from 8 to 5 per cent.; and, taking a still
wider sweep from the centre, in the remoter parts
of all these longer streets, as a rule, it gradually
ceased. It will also be seen, on consulting the
map, that in the centre of the Cholera area but
few houses escaped the invasion of the disease. Of
45 contiguous houses belonging to Pulteney Court,
New Street, Husband Street, Hopkins Street, and
the south side of Broad Street, only seven escaped
- without a death; and in 3 of these seven, one a
factory, 18 mnon-residents were fatally seized. In
Broad Street, containing 49 houses, only 12 houses
escaped without a death.

So also the proportion of houses fatally attacked,
just as we have seen in regard to the per centage
of deaths,. became less in passing from the centre
of the Cholera area. In the whole area, including
houses where non-residents were seized, this pro-
portion was 388 per cent.

Of the ,825 houses in this area, fatal attacks of
residents occurred in 313. There were 159 houses
having single deaths; 85 with 2 deaths; 34 with
3; 15 with 4; 12 with 5; 3 with 6; 4 with 8;






21

made of them, as the foundation of particular views.
In the Table placed in the Appendix, 576 fatal
cases in St. James’s and St. Aune’s are arranged to
shew the streets in which they took place and the
days on which the deceased are presumed to
have been attacked. This tabular view of daily
attacks is of course incomplete, and would differ
widely from one of daily deaths. It is confessedly
a partial view or an imperfect journal of the pro-
gress of the epidemic; but in its general aspect it
may approach the truth. For convenience of refe-
rence, the streets are classified in four zones, or
belts, running east and west across the parish,
beginning with the northern zone from west to
east, and then proceeding with the next one to the
south, and so on. Only the two middle zones pass
through the Cholera area.

The earlier deaths from Cholera in the metropolis
last summer were scattered very widely about, in
the extreme south, east, west and north,—the central
districts escaping for a brief period. The first fatal
atfack in St. James’s parish occurred on July 26th,
in St. James’s Market, Jermyn Street. It termi-
nated fatally on the 29th, by which date 81 deaths
had been registered in the south, 48 in the east, 11
in the west, 11 in the north, and 13 in the central
metropolitan districts. It may therefore be said that
the Cholera in the summer of 1854, as well as of
1849, shewed itself in this parish later than in most
parts of the metropolis; and in reference to the im-
mediately adjoining districts it must be added, that
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in one house (the first being introduced from the
Borough), and two of those in Berwick Street
were also in one dwelling. During this week
Diarrheea was very prevalent all through the Ber-
wick Street district and the adjacent part of the
Golden Square district; but in the eleven following
days, until the 30th August, Diarrhcea had disap-
peared,and veryfew fatal attacks of Cholera occurred;
these were either in the south or west, but chiefly
towards the centre of the yet future Cholera area,
viz. in Carnaby Street, Silver Street, Marshall
Street and Broad Street. It appears, therefore,
that the disease manifested its fatal effects first
on the south-east, west, and east quarters, and
afterwards towards the centre of the Cholera
area. Up to this date (August 50th) 38 cases
only had occurred throughout the entire parish:
but in the afternoon of the 31st August, 531 fatal
attacks can be traced. On the 1st September,
131, and on the 2nd, 125. On the 3rd, 4th, and
oth, the numbers are respectively 58, 52, and 26 ;
and on the 6th, Tth, and 8th, 28, 22, and 14.
After that attacks oceurred as follows, 6, 2, 3, 1,
3, 0, 1, 3, 4; and subsequently throughout the
rest of September either 1, 2, or 0 per diem. In
Dr. Snow’s report, the number of daily attacks is
also fully and carefully reckoned, as his inquiry
took place immediately after the eruption of the
disease.

We have here a record of what has so forcibly
struck the attention of those who have studied this


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































