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alarmed relative to an expected outbreak of Epidemic
Cholera. I found that the medical profession had not
profited of the former outhreak of this disease in this
country, and had not gone to the bedside and there inter-
rogated nature. All, without any examination, accepted
as correct the opinion of Messrs. James Jameson and
William Scot, that cholera was a disease sui generis,
attacking persons in perfect health, suddenly, with vomit-
ing, severe purging, spasms, ete., ete.,, and destroying life
in a few hours. That diarrhcea and cholera were two
distinet diseases ; that where diarrhcea and cholera were
remarked to be epidemic at the same time, that the
diarrheea, they said, weakened the patient, and made him
more liable to be acted on by the cholera poison.*

¥ The Reports on Cholera, published by the General Board of
Health, in 1850, 1853, and 1854, and the Report on Cholera, pub-
lished by the Royal College of Physicians of England, are there as
proof that those two great offices of state had not, up to 1854, the
slightest idea that diarrhcea is the first,—the essential symptom
of cholera; that a painless diarrheea may have drained almost the
whole serum from the blood ; that the blood may have ceased to
circulate ; that the heart may have ceased to contract; that the
person may be past all haman aid. Yet, he is at his usual occu-
pation, or walking about for pleasure or for business, unaware that
he has anything the matter with him, except that his voice is
weak ; and, at a moment when he and his friends believe him
perfectly well, he is struck down with vomiting, severe purging,
spasms, etc., ete., and he ceases to breathe in a few hours.

The appointment of the house to house visitors,—which is so valu-
able an institution, and which ought not to be omitted when cholera is
epidemic,—owes its origin, not to the knowledge that diarrhcea is the
first, the essential symptom of cholera, but to the fact that, in 1849,
almost every second person in London had a diarrheea. And as the
Board were informed that diarrhceea weakened the individual, and
made him more liable to be acted on by the so-called cholera poison ;
the General Board of Health appointed the house to house visitors
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It is on record that, regardless of time, of labour, and
of expense, [ publicly demonstrated at the bedside, before
the whole medical profession of London, in 1849 and
1853, that every case of cholera is invariably preceded
by 2 d1arrh¢:ea, for a few hours, or for a few days, or for a
few weeks ; and that if this diarrheea is promptly cured,
the developed stage—that of vomiting, severe purging,
spasms, ete., ete.—is prevented, and life is safe.

~ Prompted by gratitude towards the Registrar-General,
ajor Graham, and the gentlemen of his department, for
the valuable information they had given me, I addressed
a letter to Major Graham, in which I gave him an
account of the results of my researches, which letter was
published in his weekly report of births, deaths, ete., ete.,
on the 24th of September, 1853. See Appendix, No. 1.
As the results of my researches were new to the pro-
ion, and as they were of great importance to the
;_';ur , I forwarded a copy of my letter to Major Graham,
the 24th of September, 1853, to the Imperial Academy
of Medicine of France. On the receipt of my letter the
Academy, with the sanction of the Government, sent Dr.
Métier, a distinguished member of the Academy, to see
me, to verify my facts, and to report.

Happll}', gince 1853, no outbreak of epldemlc cholera
pecurred in France till last season ; consequently, the
Government had no opportunity to ascertain the correct-
ness of the results of my researches. However, when
_'.i'-.?"'_n- broke out in France as an epidemic last season,
the Government directed pathologists to go to the bed-

10 go to each house, and there ascertain if any one laboured under
tigrrheoea, and see that they had immediately medical advice, so as
1 prevent them from being weakened, and thereby made more linble
5.: ¥ be acted on by the cholera poison.,
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