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176 OPHTHALMOLOGY.

be distinctly perceived by the human eye, must be seen under a
visual angle of at least 1 minute. The letters, therefore, are
arranged in such a manner that at a certain given distance each
limb of a letter is seen under this visual angle, and the whole
letter under an angle of 5 minutes. The letters are numbered
to cerrespond with the distance in feet, at which each letter
should be seen under this angle by the normal eye. Thus the
letters which should be seen at 20 feet are marked XX ; at 70
feet LXX, and so on. (See figure 70). If at 20 feet distance
an eye can read, for instance. only the letters which a normal

F1G. 7. Snellen’s Test Types. A normal eye can read them at 100, 50, and 20 feet
respectively.

eye ought to read at 70 feet, we express the visual acuteness
(V) of that eye by the fraction £%-. (See Chapter IL.).

These same test-types are used for the determination of the
refractive condition' of the eyes. If an otherwise healthy eye
can see the letters, which are seen by the normal eye distinetly
at 20 feet at that distance, it is emmetropic (orit may, as we
shall see later on, be moderately hypermetropic). If such an eye

































































































































































































































