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242 HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY

thus less blood is forced into the arteries, and the blood
pressure falls,

(b) The rhythm of both auricles and ventricles is slowed,
but the effect on the auricles is more marked than upon the
ventricles, and the ventricles may show a contraction rhythm
independent of that of the auricles (Fig. 119, 4.).

(¢) The force of contraction of the auricles is decreased.

F16. 119.—Simultaneous Tracing from Auricles and Ventricles. A., During Stimun-
lation of the Vagus; B., During Stimulation of the Sj’mpnthﬂtim Each
downstroke marks a systole, each upstroke a diastole. (From Bor and
ADAMI )

In the ventricles the systole becomes less complete and the
cavities become more and more distended. In the heart
of the tortoise excitability and conduectivity are decreased,
and the auricular contraction may fail to pass to the ven-
tricles.
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THE FOOD AND DIGESTION 363

Since heat is constantly being given off, the temperature at
the surface of the body is always lower than the temperature
in the interior. The temperature of the rectum may be taken
as a measure of the internal temperature.

The mean daily temperature of a healthy man is:—

o0, “F,
Rectum b : o B0 08-06
Axilla . 2 ; . 36-9 0845
Mouth . " 4 . 3687 9836

But the temperature varies throughout the course of life.

o
Infant . . k 375
Under 25 years . S Tk
About 40 . y . 3771
Old Age : ! A e

It also varies throughout the course of the twenty-four
hours, and since this is a matter of great 1mportance in

F16. 150.—Chart of the daily variation of temperature in the normal

: human subject
in degrees Centigrade, (RIcHET. )

medicine, it has been very carefully studied by many

observers. The difference is not more than 1° C. It 18

lowest in the early morning and highest in the afternoon.
Under all normal conditions the temperature of man


































































































































































































































































