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~ D EFORE the reader enters upon the
following treatife, it may be pro-

per to mnform him why it is {o brief.
In the firft place, had 1t been more
prolix, it might have been more per-
plexing than mfruttive, to fome of
thole for whoie ufe it 1s intended ; for
I would not confine its ufefulnefs to
midwives. only, becaufe it will be of
fervice to any woman who 1s, or may

be a mother.

E.

A2 Secondly,
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Secondly, I teach my own pupils
the anatomy of the pelvis, &c. and
of the feetal {kull, on preparations
which I keep by me, with every thing
elfe relative to prattice in nature, at
labours; alfo turning, and the ufe of
the forceps, and other obftetric inftru-
ments, on a machine which I believe
few teachers can equal ; together with
the cafes and proper {eafons which
juftify fuch expedients: and I make
them write whatever of my leftures
may provef ufeful to them in their
future practice, for which they are as
- well qualified as men.

Therefore I confider the outlines of
what they have already ftudied at
large, {ufficient to refreth their me-
mory ; and as it 1s a fmall volume, it
may be carried in their potkets, when
they are called to labours: in this,
Dr. Denman’s publication of his Apho-
xifms, will jultify me. However law-

ful
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ful 1t may be, for one author to borrow
ideas from another, when public good
is intended, I have not done {fo; and
though I have many of the beft antient
and modern publications, both foreign
and Englifh, nothing will be found 1n
the following fheets, but what I have
experienced 1n' the courfe ot my prac-
tice, except what I have inferted as
the opinion of others. |

The divifion of the {ymphifis pubis,
- practifed on the continent, and 1its
lamentable conlequences, will be a
{fufficient reafon for my rejecting {pe-
culative hypothefes, however celebra-
ted their authors. I am well aware,
that this little work is not likely to
~ eflcape a good diflection by the literary
anatomiits ; but this will not deter me
from publithing ufeful truths, which
I am confident no man_can confute.

I intend to continue my lectures as
ufual to women: entering upon the

A3, practice:
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I confider any addition thereto need-
lefs.

If my endeavours to render mud-
wives as capable as men of delivering
women under any circumftance, which
does not require the deftrution of a
child, prove beneficial to my own fex,
by eftablithing them m an employ-
ment calculated by the laws of mo-
defty and decency for them only, and
faving mothers and children from
injury, by the improper ufe of inftru-
ments, I fhall confider the laft years of
my life the moft ufeful.

With grateful thanks to my nume-
rous patients, for their partiality and
confidence, I beg leave to {ubicribe

myf{clf,
The public’s moft devoted,
And_ready fervant,
MARGARET STEPHEN.

Els- Place,

Holborn. A4 IN TRO“
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For this, and many. other good reafons,
he gave us knowledge and underftanding,
which enable us to mitigate, or remove by
art, many of the evils, to which our nature
fubjetls us. In no - inftance,. can our
knowledge and {kill be more importantly
engaged, than in the prefervation of mo-
thers and children in the hour of parturi-
tron,

From the beginning of time, until the*
.middle of the laft century, the art of mid-
wifery was committed to the hands of
females, nor did men ever think it their-
province ; they no doubt confidered it a
great violation of females’ modefty, to
interfere with them at a-feafon, when
nature teaches even fome of the brute
creation to feclude themfelves from public-
view. As there were no men-midwives in
the world for near fix thoufand years, it
can be no ftretch of imagination to {fuppofe,
that God furnifhed women with the powers
of preferving each other in bringing forth
their offspring ; for when the midwives of
Egypt (becaufe they feared God) would
not comply with Pharoah’s dreadful mandate,

¥, CANE we.
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we do not find that he applied to men-
midwives to effett his purpofe ; a thing he
could not have failed to do, had there
been any ; nor do we find, that ignorance
in midwives proved deftruttive to the
Hebrews, for they multiplied very faft.
And if God gave laws and dire&tions for
the prefervation of his rational creatures,
i the moft minute matter, which concern-
ed their temporal, as well as fpiritual
happinefs; can we fuppofe him wholly in-
attentive to this grand obje& ? Forbid it
gratitude and common fenfe, and particu-
larly forbid it religion! I cannot help
thinking, that {o general an ufe of men,
in the bufinefs of a midwife, has introduced
a far greater number of evils among foci-
ety, than it has prevented: perhaps one
woman in fome hundreds may be found,
who from difeafe, mal-conformation of the
pelvis, or fome lufus natura in the feetus,
requires the aid of an obltetric furgeon :
but is that a geod reafon, why fuch num-
bers of the fex fhould throw off every
female reftraint, and give up to one or
more men, that privilege which inviola-

bly
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bly belongs to. their hufbands ; and which
many men give up with a very painful
relu@tance, for fear of being deemed nat-
row minded, or deficient in affetion,
though it is a proof that their affeétion is
ardent.

As fome may difpute the truth of what I
have now advanced, concerning the prac-
tice of midwifery being confined to women
“for near f{ix thoufand yearsy, I will here
give fome quotations from the Encyclopce-
dia. It fays, ¢ The art of midwifery is
¢ certainly almoft co-eval with mankind.
«“ The firft midwife, of whom mention is
¢ made under that name, affifted at the
¢ {econd labour of Ra::hel, the wife of
¢ Jacob ; another midwife is fpoken of in
“ Genefis, at the lying-in of Thamar, who
¢“ was delivered of twins. But the moft
““ honourable mention of midwives, is
¢ that in Exodus, when Pharoah, King of
¢ Egypt, who had a mind to deftroy the
¢« Hebrews, commanded the midwives
¢ to kill all the male children of the
“ Hebrew women ; which command they

A6 ¢ difobeyed,



¢

L

-

1 14
114
: ke
114
[ 24
14

&%

T
194
6%
5
L 14
6
{1
T
66
&

L.

(e 1)
difobeyed, and thereby obtained a re-
compence from God.
“ From all the paffages in {cripture,
where midwives are mentioned, it is
plain, that women were the only praéti-
tioners of this art among the Hebrews;
among the Greeks alfo, women affifted
at labours. Phanerte, the mother of
Socrates was a midwife : Plato fpeaks at
large of midwives, explains their func-
tions, regulates their duties, and remarks,
that they had at Athens, a right of pro-
pofing, or making marriages.* Hippo-
crates makes mention of them, as well
as Ariftotle, Galen, and Aé€tius ; this laft
frequently quotes a woman called Afpa-
fia, who was probably fome great midwife.
They were called among the Greeks,
what we term mama, or grand mama :
we are ftill better acquainted with the
cuftoms of the Romans, and know that
they employed women only. Women
Wiwere

* Were young women before marriage, to take the

opinion of experienced midwives, concerning their abi-
lities to bear children, we fhould not fee fo many
unfortunate labours, "
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were alfo employed after the fall of the
empire ; and it is certain, that till lately,
all civilized nations haye employed
women only as midwives. This appears,
from their names in different languages,
which are all feminine. There were
however, efpecially in great cites, {ur-
geons who applied themfelves to the art

“ of midwifery, and made it their peculiar

ftudy ; they were fent for in difficule
cafes, where the midwives found their
incapacity ; and then the furgeon endea-
voured to deliver the woman, by having
recour{e to inftruments, ufeful in thefe
cafes, as by crotchets, crow-bills, &c.
but as thefe cafes happened but feldom,
women remained in the pofleflion of this
bufinefs. It is certain, according to
Aftruc, that Maria Therefa, wife of Louis
XIV. employed women only in her la-
bours; and the example of the queen
determined the condutl of the princeffes,
and court ladies, and likewife the ladies
of the city.

¢ The fame author tells us, that he had

“ been affured, that the epoch of the em-

“ ployment
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¢ term in their own language: in DBritain
¢ they are called men-midwives.””

Thofe ladies who are fo proud of em-
ploying men-midwives in order to be fafh-
1onable, may obferve, that the miftrefs of
Louis was the leader of it ; and may alfo
judge, how far their imitating her condutt
in any refpe& is to their honour.

How inconfiftent is the condu&t of thofe
ladies, who fubfcribe fo liberally to the
lying-in hofpitals, and the charity for deli-
vering women in their own habitations, and
yet will not {uffer a female midwile to come
near their own perfons, for fear of endan-
gering their lives! would it be charity to
put poor women under the care of mid-
wives, if their lives were not fafe 1n their
hands ? but thefe ladies have been induced
to difpenfe with that delicacy, which was
their greateft ornament, by the infinuations
af defigning men, who taught them to be-
lieve, they endangered their own lives, and
that of their children, by employing women ;
how far this i1s truth, let the obftetric
furgeon afk his own heart, and whether the

well oomfled midwife needs his aid more

iry Lz toD than
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than once in feveral hundred labours. Let
us now enquire, how far the unneceflary -
employment of men in midwifery, is com-
patible with that command of God, which
requires-chaftity in heart; {peech, and be-
haviour. I truft, charity will afhft me to-
hope, that nothing criminal, in word or
deed, takes place, at the time of this fa-
miliar intercourfe of the {fexes; but who can
guard the heart, when fuch a ftrong fli-
mulus to impure thoughts prefents itfelf? "
It has often furprifed me, that men of real
piety have not fet their faces againft it ;.
they are not ftrangers to the corruptions
of the human heart, and, as men, muft be -
acquainted with the propenfities of nature. .
Ft 1s argued, that pain prevents impure
thoughts on thefe occafions; it may, in
the woman, while the pain continues: but
am I, who have been the mother of nine
children, to be told, that there are feveral
hours of eafe, and even chearfulnefs, be-
ftowed on many women in the time called
labour ?

Whence is it, that fome women {peak
with rapture of the men who deliver them

of
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of their children, and take fo much pains
to forward their intereft? the reafon is
obvious, it arifes from a principle 1n nature,.
which requires no very great penetration
to difcover, and which nothing but innate
modefty and chaftity, or true piety can
conquer ; and where that prevails, we do
not find men-midwives employed, except in
cafes of extreme danger, when every other
feeling muft give way to the love of life,
and perfonal fafety ; and where the defires
of the moft fenfual man on earth, muft be
abforbed, in the fympathy due to a woman
in fuch diftrefling circumitances.

It has been alledged, that woman’s un-
derftanding does not admit of receiving
fuch knowledge as is neceflary in the prac-
tice of midwifery ; but women’s underftand-
ing 1s not {o limited as fome would reprefent.
I only wifh, that thofe who teach midwifery,
would give them as clear a knowledge of
that {cience, as they are capable of receiv-
~ing: for my own part, .I truft I am not in-
fluenced by finifter views, in what I am
now going to advance ; I have been above
thirty years in the prattice of midwifery,.

my
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cumftances,” would turn their attention to
this fcience, and compel thofe who teach
them, to do them juftice, by fubmitting
their theory to a public examination, like
the furgeons’ mates in the army and navy,
when they had finifhed their ftudies; fuch
women would become a bleffing to {o-
ciety, inftead of being a dead weight
upon their friends, and obliged to apply
for charity in every corner, in which they
could hope to find it. It may be objefted,
that there 1s no encouragement for women,
becaufe there are fo many men in the pro-
feffion ; this objeétion is not well founded,
for there always have been, and always
will be, modeft women in the world, who
wili employ female midwives, and will
not fuffer their perfons to be polluted by
the touch of a lafcivious boy of twenty-
one. Midwives poffefled of the advanta-
ges I mean, would have it in their power
to do a great deal of good to themfelves
and others ; to themfelves, by becoming in-
dependent; to others, by many alls of
kindnefs, which need not be mentioned here.
Nothing can be more cruel, unjuft, and
UNGENETOUS,
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ungenerous, than the afperfions thrown by
fome men-midwives, on the charatter and
condutt of the women in that profeffion ;
they no doubt look upon them with a jea-
lous eye, becaufe they, in a great meafure,
interfere with their intereft; but thefe men
ought to confider, that women muft live as
well as themfelves. It is very certain, that
the men who teach them midwifery, take
much larger fums of them, than they do of
young men; and yet, to their great and
unpardonable fhame, they with-hold from
them, too great a fhare of the knowledge
they ought to communicate, and then give
out to the world they are ignorant, and not
fafe to be trufted : is this confiftent with.
juftice, or humanity ? It is a great blefling,
that women have accefls to the writings
of both antient and modern prattitioners ;
and though I would not advife women to
follow any of them in a4/l their fteps, I
think an acquaintance with their prattice
very neceflary; and when we know the
path they trod, we cannot be ignorant how
to atl in the hour of need, if we diligently-

' compare
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compare their different opinions with our
OWn experience. :

There is one wvery great evil, which
midwives have to combat. When any of
their patients are attacked with a dangerous
complaint in child-bed, inftead of confult-
ing a phyfician, a man-midwife forfooth
is called in; a man whofe interefl it is, to
condemn every midwife, and who, though
he cannot {peak in dire€t terms, feldom
fails, by fome oblique infinuation, to im-
prels the mind of the friends, that there has
been fome mifconduét on the part of the
midwife.

But why, in the name of common fenfe,
are not phyficians confulted on thefe occa-
fions ? can they, who have made the nature
of difeafes, and the effefts of medicines
their particular ftudy all their lives, be
firangersto the difeafes incident to child-bed
women, and the proper treatment of them ?
-or fhould the recovery of women, labour-
ing under dangerous complaints, be in-
trufted, till paft redemption, in the hands
©of a man who has nothing to recommend
him, except his having ftudied pharmacy,

- and






SECTION L

Anatomy of the Parts concerned in Midwifery.

HE principal part of midwifery, con-

fifts in the art of delivering women
{afely of their children, and preferving the
children from injury, when coming into-
the world.

In order to this, it is neceflary to have a
perfett knowledge of the conformation of:
the human body, as far as concerned in
the bufinefs of child-birth, ]

And firft, of the pelvis, which is a ring
of bones, that fupports the upper-part of
the body, and unites it to the lower parts;
namely, the thighs, legs, and feet. Through
this ring of bones, every child which comes
into the world muft pafs, except they come
by the Czfarean operation; and the diff-
culty of its cuming i1s rendered greater or
lefs, according to the fize or dimenfions of
that ring. Itis compofed of feveral bones; .
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which are joined by cartilages, and which
appear very diftinét in infants; but in
adults, thefe diftin&tions vanifh, for the
cartilages become offified, fo that it appears
as one continued ring, more of the oval
than circular fhape. The long diameter at
top, being from fide to fide; and at the
bottom, from back to front.

I fhall, asis cuftomary, defcribe its dif-
ferent bones.

1{t. The os facrum ~ The lower part of the back,
2d. The os coccygis, or )

coccix = — — The rump bone.”
3d. Offailia — = — The haunch bones.
ath. The offa ifchia ~ ~= The feat bones.
gth. Offa pubis ——. = The fhare bone.
The foramina magna ~— Theholesinthefhare bones.
Acetabula - — The fockets for the thigh
' bones.
The facro iliac — — Are the joints between the

ilia and facrum.
Tuberofities of the ifchta The round extremities of
' the feat bones,
Spinous procefs of theifchia The fharp points which
turn round to the
\ _ | facrum.
éi?mphiﬁs pubis — — The cartilage which joins
¢ " the fhare bones.

1:
A clear
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A clear knowledge of thefe bones, ena-
bles the midwife to praftice her-art with
more judgement and fafety, than fhe would
otherwife do.

THE PELVIS CONTAINS,

The uterus or womb, to which belong
the ovaria and fallopian tubes. The womb
refembles a pear a little flattened, and it
1s about the fize of a pear, in the unim-
pregnated ftate; thofe who have ftudied
the nature of this veflel, fay, that it does
not ftretch as the feetus grows, but grows
in {ubftance with it, and is reduced nearly
to its original fize foon after delivery.

When the uterus 1is irﬁpregnated, the
embrio is furrounded by a large quantity
of fluid, called the lguor amnii; which
prelerves it from injury by any external
preflure, and from being comprefled by the
womb itfelf, in the early months of gelta-
tion ; 1t alfo ferves to lubricate the paffage,
during labour: as this water is contained
in a double membrane, the inner one is
<alled ammnios, the other chorion,

B The



( 26 )

The vterus is confidered under #firee
divifions. Its moutn, called os uterz, os
~ tincee, ot 05 intermum ; 1ts NECK, called cervix
utert; and its Fuxpus, called fundus uters,
to which the placenta is generally attached.
The mouth of the womb, in yeung women,
is felt like the largeft fize of the nipple of
the breaft, more than any thing elfe I can
defcribe; but when women have .done
childing, 1t acquires a form fomething like
the mouth of a puppy; one fide of it feels
hard and thick, while the other feels thin
and contratted.

The vacina is the fheath leading up to
the womb, .of which the os externum and
labia pudend: are the entrance. The PERI-
NZUM 1s the bridge, between the anus or
fundament and the os externum. The
URETHRA, Or meatus urinaris, 1s joined to
the neck of the bladder. The rREcTUM is
the lower or great gut. ~The above-menti-
oned, are the parts moft liable to injury,
in child-birth, and require the moft tender
treatment that can poflibly be given them.
A more minute defcription of the parts of

generation is not abfolutely neceflary from
me,
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‘tne, as you will find them in the writings of
‘anatomifts.

I fhall now defcribe the cuiLD’s HEAD, .
‘which muft pals through the pelvis: it
confifts of various fmall bones, joined to-
gether by ligaments, which leave them
freedom to collapfe in the birth, that it may
the more eafily pafs into the world.

Thofe of its bones, which fo neceflarily
collaple, are the
Os frontis, or forehead.

‘The os occipitis, or hind-head.
‘The offa parictalia, or fide bones.

The surures, which run between them,

are ¥

‘The lambdoidal, which divides the os occi-
pitis from the offa parietalia.

The coronal, which divides the offa parieta-
lia from the os frontis.

The fagiltal runs along the top of the head,
from the occiput to the root of the
nofe. \

There are two FONTANELs or moulds;
the anterior one, between the parietals and
«0s frontis, 1s fometimes called the bregma ;
‘the pofterior one, between the occiput and

| B 2 parietals,
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SECTION IIL

Of the different Kinds of Labours.

THEY are ufually divided into five
claffes.

1ft. Natural, when the head prefents, and
the child is expelled by the pains,
within twenty-four hours.

od. Lingering, or laborious, when the head
prefents fair, and yet the labour is not
over in lefs than fnrtf-eiéht hours.

3d. Preter-natural, when any other part of
the child prefents.

4th. Difficult, when, though the head pre-
fents, it cannot be expelled without
great help.

sth. Complex, when the labour is attended
with convulfions, floodings, defcent
-of the navel-ftring, twins, &c.

It is of great confequence to know, at
an early period of the labour, how the
head prefents, becaufe the different pofiti-
ons require different treatment.

B 3 SECTION
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SECTION IIT.

Of Natural Labours.

I AM now to turn your attention to a _

woman at her full time, taken in a natu-
ral labour ; we fhall {uppofe it is her firft
child, and that as fhe is unacquainted with
the bufinefs, the will fend for her midwife
as foon as fhe difcovers any {ymptoms of
labour. The examination by the touch,
or what is called trying a pain, is to be
made in as private a manner as poffible :
the patient fhould lie on the bed, on her
left fide, and fhe fhould be covered with
the bed-cloaths. The way to touch is, by
introducing one finger, dipt in pomatum,
into the vagina, and paffing it up tll you
find the os uteri; if her cafe is favourable,
you will find it a little dilated, the head of
the child prefling upon it ; and, in the time
of a pain, you will find the membranes
which contain the waters, protruding like

a fmall bladder through the dilatation.
The
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The beft reafon for ftaying with her now,
is to keep her quiet, and to take care
that her friends may not, by a miftaken’
kindnefs, give her fpirits, or firong drink,
which would certainly heat her, and might
produce a fever, which would not only
retard her labour, but make a good reco-
very  doubtful. If the membranes break
before the pains come on, you need not
expeft the child to advance till the waters
are difcharged, and you may fafely leave
the bufinefs to nature for {ome time ; after
the waters, there comes from the uterus a
flimy mucus, fometimes tinged with blood ;
and it is generally a prefage of a favourable
labour, for it proves the patient relaxed,
and conduces to make the labour eafy, by
lubricating the paffage :- we do not find this
mucus 1n every labour, and where it is
wanting after the difcharge of the waters,
we term it a dry labour, and the want'of it
muft be fupplied by emollient applications.
Sometimes the head of the child plugs up
the water, fo that but a fmall portion of it
comes away when the membranes break ;
and when the child comes forth, the reft

| B 4 comes
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comes in fuch a torrent, that the young
prattitioner might miftake it for a flooding;
of this, I know an inftance, where a young
gentleman was put into fuch perturbation, by
a circumftance of this kind, that he cut
the umbilical cord fo clofe to the child’s
belly, it was with great difficulty the nurfe
could get hold of it with her nails, to:
enable him to tie a ligature.

The manner in which the head defcends
is known by the touch, and the fontanels
and fagittal {uture muft be our guide ; the
vertex is the beft prefentation. As the
uterus contraéts, the pains grow {ftrong, the
crown of .the head is pufhed againft the
lower part of one ifchium, and the fore-
head is at the upper part of the other, and
is, by the pains, forced and turned into the
hollow of the facrum: the vertex then,
being pufhed out below the os pubis,.
dilates the os externum ; and you: will find
the os frontis pufhing out the perinzum
and anus {o violently, that if you do not
{fupport them during every pain, they will
certainly be lacerated. It fometimes hap-
pens, that the forehead is a long time make-

ing
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ing the half-turn into the facrum, and until
you are experienced, you will wonder
why the head is not coming forth, as you
find it fo near you; which it cannot do,
till it is turned into the inferior long dia-
meter of the pelvis: for you are EVER TO
REMEMBER, that at the drim of the pelvis,
the long diameter is from one 1lium to
the other; and at the bottom, from pubes
to {facrum; becaufe the os coccygis is
puthed back, by the child’s head, three
quarters of an inch. The head now having
got through the os externum, you fhould
wait a little, for moft commonly, the pain
that brought it difcontinues : befides, the
uterus fhould not be allowed to contratt
too foon, by the hafty extratting of the
child; and if another pain does not expel
the body in a few minutes, you take hold
of the head in the following manner;
place your two fore fingers round the occi- -
put, ' your middle fingers under the jaw
bones, and let your thumbs meet over th*f:
fagittal future; then move from fide to fide
till the body comes forth.

- B 5 But:
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- But fhould the fhoulders prove too bulky,
pafs two of your fingers over the right fhoul-
der, bring down the arm with a femi-circu-
lar turn, under the fternum or cheft ; and
the other thoulder coming now more readily
into the paflage, the body will foon come
forth.

Another fpecies of natural labour 1s, when
the forehead, inftead of turning towards
the facrum, turns towards the pubes, in
pafling from the brim into the cavity of the
pelvis. This pofition of the head may be
known, by feeling the anterior fontanel at
the pubes, and the fagittal futare running
backward to the facrum ; and as the fore-
head is broader than the occiput, it cannot
{o eafily pafs under the arch of the pubes,
but will take more time and pains to expel
it : but there is no occafion to alter this
pofition, except the pains are found infuf-
ficient to expel it; you muft therefore
proceed as in the former cafe, {fupporting
the perinzum with the palm of your hand,
while the head is pafling through the os

externum,
There
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- There is no occafion to confine the pa-
tient to any particular pofture, unul the
time comes in which fhe muft be affifted ;
fhe may fit, lie, or walk, as inclination-
leads, unlefs fhe has a flooding; in that
cafe the fhould lie in bed, and be kept very
cool. When the child is born, lay it on
its fide, with the back to the mother;. and
when it has cried, tie the navel firing with
a ligature, compofed of deveral folds of
common thread, at the diftance of three
inches from the child’s belly; then tie
another near a finger’s-length beyond that,
and cut the cord between the two ligatures.
You now apply yourfelf to the delivery of.
the placenta. In firft labours, it generally
comes off. very foon, except in fubjeéts.
not very young; where it is apt to adhere
too ftrongly to the uterus, the adhefion is
difcovered by its not coming down in the
vagina, during a given time, perhaps fome
hours, in which time tie a comprefls mode-
rately tight round the abdomen, and rub
it to aflift the contrattion of the uterus.

If you can, by the touch, feel the root
of the funis in the vagina, it is coming ;-
B 7, but
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but if it ftill continues high out of your
reach, you muft not pull the cord too hard,
for fear of caufing an inverfion of the
uterus, that1s, a turning of it infide out:
but you muft avoint your right hand with
pomatum, cil, or lard, and pafling it flowly
into the uterus, ymi muft fearch for the
thin edge of the placenta, and infinuate
your fingers with the utmoft wtion be-
tween that and the uterus, arfd gHeit away
by degrees, till it is all difengaged: then
grafp it between your fingers, contratted in
form of a cone, and draw it into the os
internum ; then withdraw your hand to
give the patient a little reft, provided there
is no great flooding; if there is, take it
away as foon as poffible, for the flooding
will not ceafe tll it is taken away. Some
men of great reputation have left the ad-
hered placenta to the efforts of nature, but
you are not thereby juftified in leaving
your patient, till it 1s extratted.

SECTION
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"SECTION 1V.

Of. Lingering Labours.

HEN the os uteri, and os externum dilate

with great difficulty, by reafon of rigi-

dity, owing perhaps to the patient not being
very young; if the pelvis is well formed, the
head of the child will defcend in a greater
proportion than the os uteri will dilate,
confequently drags the uterus along with it
too far into the pelvis; which, if not pre-
vented, would fo ftretch the ligaments of
the womb, as to {ubjett the woman to a
prolapfus uteri, or defcent of womb. f
To prevent this evil, it has been recom-
mended by very refpettable authority, to
introduce the fingers in form of a cone,
and with every pain to ftretch the os exter-
num, and pafs the whole hand into the
vagina; then to introduce the fingers be-
tween the os internum, and the head of the
child, to prevent the uterus from being
pufhed down before the head : but let fuch

of my readers as have fuffered the anguifh
| of
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of child-birth, fay, what it would be to"
have this prattifed upon themfelves: would
not the hand be too great an addition to the
head, already, perhaps, too large to pafs?
‘would not the fritlion ufed to dilate the os
externum with every pain, occafion a great’
mflammation in the parts? In this cafe, I
have always found the following method to.
anfwer; I made my patient take her labour.
in a horizontal pofture, upon a bed or:
fopha, with her loins-a little elevated; and-
with three fingers, in form of a triangle,.
I fupported the os uteri at every pain, till.
it was fufficiently dilated: and I.can add.
with truth, I never delivered a woman:
that had a prolapfus uteri.

- When there is an obliquity of the womb, we -
find the os tince turned up  towards the.
pubes, or {facrum, but moft commonly to-
wards the facrum ; this is a great hinderance.
to the labour, and fhould be reétified in
time: that is done, by drawing the lower
édge of it gently down into a proper direétion:
with every pain, till it come to be felt
round like a fort of ring.

Sometimes the head isdetained inthe bzrth

by the umbilical cord being naturallytoo jhort, or
twifled
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fwifled round the neck or body of the child ; and
though it bear down in the time of a pain,
it recedes when the pam is over, and keeps
fluttuating up and down for a confiderable
time. If in this cale, you put the patient
in an ereét pofture, either on her knees or
legs, the head, held down by its own gra-
vity, from one pain to another, is fafely
brought forth; great care muft be taken to
guard againft cold in thefe cafes. It is
but very rare that the twifting of the navel
ftring round the child, prevents its partial
expulfion, and when the head comes forth,
if the body cannot follow, it is beft to {lip
your finger between the neck and the cord,
tie a ligature, and cut it; for in trying to
flip it over the head, part of the placcnté
may be violently {eparated, and a {flooding
enfue.

The next cafe to be confidered, is a
labour, where the bulk of the head bedrs too
great a proportion to the pelvis. This is a cale
which roufes all the feelings of humanity,
as a great deal of fuffering may be expeéted.
You find the abdomen very large, hard,
and prominent; the os uteri very thick

and
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and clofe ; and the head above the brim of
the pelvis, may be felt through the cervix
uterl. If the waters be not already dis-
charged, when the os uteri begins to dilate,
they will protrude like a {mall gut through
it. If the patient be in a full habit, it
will be proper to bleed her, and give a
dofe of caftor oil to clear the bowels; if
the pains have very fhort intermiffion,
which is often the cafe in fuch labours, give
her an opiate draught to mitigate them, and
keep her cool and quiet. Suffer no con-
verfation to take place, which has a tendency
to lower her fpirits, but let them be fup-
ported by every comfortable hope of a fafe
deliverance; give nothing ftrong or heating
for nourithment, but let her have beef tea,
or chicken broth. If fhe does not make
water, apply the catheter, and give a clyfter.
It will be to little purpofe to attempt ftretch-
ing the parts, for the difficulty is in the
bones. Do not fatigue the patient with
- frequent touching, but if fhe thinks the
application of your hand affords her any
eale,” which is often the cafe, you fhould

only, with one finger dipt in pomatum,
lubricate
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lubricate the vagina, juft to amufe her.
When the head begins to defcend, the
aftion of the uterus will encreafe, and
though the pains are not {o frequent, they
are {tronger than at the beginning.

What you have now ftriétly to attend to,
is, whether the head is really advancing,
or is puffing and {welling, and by that
means deceives you; this you,may know,
by examining as high as you can round the
head : if you find the bones of the cranium
#coming nearer to you, although but
{flowly, you may look for a {afe termination
of the labour, provided you do not hurry
your patient, but wait patiently for the
expulfion of the child, by the efforts of
nature. If on the other hand, after waiting
many hours good pains, the {welling ftill
encreafes, the bones of the head
do not advance, you may expett the cale
to be very difficult; and the ftrength of
the patient muft determine when the
crotchet, or the forceps fhould be applied.
Some do not apply the forceps to a head
that cannot pafs the brim of the pelvis,
but reduce it, and deliver with the blunt

hook,
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hook and crotchet, judging it more fafe for
the mother.

In all cafes where you find by the fize
of the patient, the deformity or fmalinefs of
the pelvis, and the very flow defcent of the
head, that the labour will prove difficult,
never objett to the friends fending for a
dottor, if they propofe it; for fhould the
pains decline or {fubfide, which they often
will do in firft labours, and in many inftan-
ces return again in a given time, yet this
time will not be waited for: the doétor?
fent for, and when come, regrets much
that he was not called before the pains loft
their force; although if he were a fkilful
and conf{cientious man, and had the labour
under his own care from the beginning, he
never would ufe inftruments, while he had"
any benefit to expeft from the efforts of”
nature, and the ftrength of the patient
‘admitted of delay.

When the head prefénts, and after advance-
ing a certain lengih into the pelvis, flops, the
pains being flrong and frequent, you may BE
suRrE there is fome great obftacle in the way;

either from its prefenting in a wrong direc-
tion,

. T el
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tion, its being too mnch offified, a great
defet in the pelvis, or a tumor in the foft
parts of the mother. Any of thefe circum-
{tances may caufe the head to be faft locked,
in which cafe a man muit be fent for to
deliver with the forceps: you have been
taught the ufe of them, but you may not
be permitted to ufe them, nor would it be
prudent in you to urge it, or objeét to the
calling in a do€tor; for although when he
comes, the cafe may be exaétly the fame,
yet fhould any misfortune happen, which
perhaps is unavoidable, people are more
readily reconciled to the event, becaufe
there 1s no appeal from what a doftor does,
being granted he did all that could be done
on the occafion.

SECTION
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When the body 1s brought forth as far as
the navel, if the child’s belly 1s not already
towards the facrum, you muft turn it with
a turn and quarter turn, which quarter turn
you revert back again, being made only
in order to be certain that the chinis clear of
the pubes. The-body being brought down,
it remains that without lofs of time, you
bring down the arms and head ; if the child
i1s very {mall, and the woman well formed,
they will foon follow the body : and if they
do not, as the child cannot be fafe any
length of time in that fituation, you muft
pafs the fingers of your right hand over
the child’s right fhoulder, bring down the
arm with a half round turn wunder the
fternum or cheft, and apply your left hand
to the other arm in like manner; then
reft the child on your left hand and arm,
with yeur fingers fupporting the collar
bones, and pufh the head cautioufly, with
your fingers, towards the facrum; then
raife ‘the body towards the pubes, and it
will come forth. Should you meet with
any great refiftance, get two fingers of
your left hand into the mouth, to draw

the
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will die ; and if you go to deliver without
cutting it, you run the rifque of feparatmg
the placenta violently, and bringing .on a
flooding.

It-has ever been found a very difficult
matter to return and kecp up the navel
ftring, when once come down ; fome have
recommended to roll it up in a piece of
fine linen, and return it above the pubes,
but the child’s onl faﬁ,ty lies in expediting
the delivery ; and as this depends fo much
upon the afiiftance you have from the pains
and the mother’s efforts, you cannot fay
how fuch a labour will terminate, till it 1s
over. The knees are known from the
fhoulders, head, or breech, by taking up
lefs room in the cavity of the pelvis. In
all preter-natural cafes, you cannot fay with
abfolute certainty how the labour will ter-
minate ; I would therefore advife you to
acquaint the patient’s friends, that there is
fome rifque to the child, and to put it in
their option whether you or any other
perfon fhall perform the delivery, and that
for rcafons already afligned; for though
you cannot be at a lofs how to deliver ac-

cording
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fpirits, fhake it, chafe it with warm flannel,
give 1t a clyfter, and put it in a warm bath, .
if the weather is cold: thele are the only
things I know to be of ufe for its recovery.
. Be not too hafty in giving up your efforts,
for there is now living in India, a gentle-
man, who, by the goodnels of God, and
my ecfforts was reftored to life, after a
dottor of extenfive prattice had given him
up for dead: it was quite a tranfverfe cafe;
the fhort ribs prefented, and I, being fear-
ful of the fuccefs, fent for the doétor,
but the lady infifting upon my performing
the delivery, and the membranes having
broke, put me under the neceflity of turn-
ing the child, and delivering by the feet,
before his arrival.

I fhall next defcribe an arm cafe: in all
cafes where the child is to be turned, the
prefenting part is firft, if poflible, to be
removed out of your way, in order to
make room for pafling the hand into the
uterus, to get at the feet. When the os
uterl 1s dilated fufficiently to give you an
epportunity of difcovering the arm, if any
part of it is come down into the pelvis,

& you
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fent for my preceptor in midwifery, but he
was out of town attending a lady ; I then
fent to two gentlemen in the neighbour-
hood, who had been a long time in praétice,
bat who, finding my patient was a poor
woman, that could not make a proper re-
compence for their trouble, both flatly
refufed to come: in the mean time, the
pains being very firong, the knees and legs
were thrown down upon me, and my con-

they came, but I foon delivered the body

and head. The child was dead, and Very
large, and there is no doubt of its having

: s iy
turned on its own axis.

Notwithftanding thefe inftances, I would

never advife you to leave fuch cafes to the

efforts of nature, but as I have already

. obferved, to endeavour, in an early period
of the labour, at leaft as {oon as you can

pals the hand with fafety, to turn and deli-
ver by the feet; and as, in turning the child
in the womb, there is great danger of rup-
turing that vifeus, by reafon of the power-
ful contraétion of it; {o when your hand
is1n ity or paffing mto it,-you fhould never
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mark the hand; the rounding of the heel,
and f{hortnefs of the toes, mark the foot:
I never made a miftake in this matter my-
felf, and I truft you will not. Young
praftitioners are often alarmed, if they find
the fingers or hand prefenting, but this
does not always indicate an arm- cafe ; it
often accompanies the head or breech, and
muft be kept up till eitheris engaged in the
pelvis. |
When the face prefents, it is the advice of
fome, to pufh up the head, introduce the
hand, and bring the vertex to prefent; but
I know by experience, that many children
are fafely brought forth in ¢hat direétion;
fo in a well formed pelvis, when the woman
has born children, I never alter the pofition.
of the head. 'Tis true,in this cafe, the face
is very much {welled, and of a livid
colour, which goes off in a few days; but
fhould it be found neceflary to alter the
pofition of the head, it muft be done
before it advances too far, otherwife the
force that is requifite to pufh it up, if ap-
plied to, or near the eyes, may prove very
hurtful to the child. If the head is faft
C3. wedged.:
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fiow, I was not fent for till the evening;
when I found every thing in as fair a way
as I could expett with-a woman of her age
and conftitution; the os uteri a little dilated,
the head prefenting fair, and the water
beginning to protrude: the parts were
rigid, but her firength was great, and the
capacity of the pelvis, which was by no
means too confined, gave me every realon.
to look for a favorable ifflue ; I gave an
injection, and likewife a {poonful of caftor
oil, to clear her upper as well as lower
paflages. I ftayed with her all night, to
prevent her taking any firong drink, by.
the perfuafion of the few ignorant women
I found with her; the membranes broke at-
feven in the morning, and the labour was
going on as fuch cafes generally do, affer.
the difcharge of the water : there was no
mucus difcharged from the uterus to lubri-
cate the parts, but this- defect I fupplied
occafionally. by a little pomatum. I was
under no apprehenfion about my patient, -
any farther than that fhe would have a harg
labour, as I at the beginning expeélted.
She had an old maiden fifter with her, who

C 4 about
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midwife on his door, but that I could not!
anfwer for his experience. 1In a little
time I was informed a doétor was come, and
-wanted to fee me ; he turned out to be the
perfon I mentioned, and I told him the
progrefs of the labour from its commence--
ment ; that I knew there was not the leaft.
danger, that the occiput was pafling under the.
arch of the pubes, the tumefattion on the
vertex parted the labia pudendi the breadth
of near 2 inches, the parietals were prefled
upon the lower edges of the tuberofities of
the ifchia, the perinzum was- ftretching,
and the waters, being plugged by the head,
were now diftilling in fmall quantities with
every pain; and as I expeéted. no more
than a verdiét from him, which I thought
would fatisfy the friends, I did not objeét
to his feeing the woman. He accordingly
came, and enquired into her fituation, felc
her pulie, told her fhe would do very well,
for fhe had a good ftrong pulfe, that could
bear any thing, but he would leave her.
then, and return in about an hour’s time.
He was better than his promife, for he
returned in half the time, furnifhed with

C5 _ his
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fallen into a butcher’s tdb in the flaughter-
houfe. It difcovered no figns of life,
except the pulfation in the navel-ftring,
which foon fubfided, and the doétor made-
various trials to recoverit; he then gave
it to me, to try what I could do, while
he brought the placenta, and upon wiping
its head and face, I difcovered a deep
wound upon the right temple, which ap-
peared to me to be evidently the caule
of the child’s*death, becaule it was in the
direttion of the temple vein; but as the
do&or was young, and of courfe his cha-
rater delicate, I endeavoured to veil this -
misfortune, by drawing the lips of the
wound clofe together, and keeping my
hnger upon it, 'till the blood dried to pre--
vent it from opening. As the goffips were
-engaged about the woman, who was all this
time flooding, I had abundant opportunity of
managing this bufinefs, and of wafhing the
poor infant, and laying it out; when I was
thus employed, the doftor came to me, .
and whifpered me to put a cap onit: he ran
to the bafket, and brought me one. I took
the hint, and pinned it clofe over the facé

c 6 to
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him to me, and he became the minion of
thislittle Plebian family, while I was infulted
by them, and fufpeéted of an evil in which
I had no hand, but that of having fuffered
a young unexperienced man to avail himfelf
of the opportunity, which then offered, of
trying experiments on a midwile’s patient ;
had he been filent upan the fubjeét, or had
he acknowledged, (as he afterwards did 7o
me, when I reproved him for his conduét)
that he thought the death of the child, ahd
the appearance of it when brought forth,
was owing to the feparation of fome portion
of the placenta, that would have prevented
any blame falling on me: becaufe if fuch
mifchief exifted at all, it muft have happen-
ed in his own hands, for there was not the
imalleft appearance of flooding, till after
the introduttion of the forceps. I had a
very good opportunity of knowing this,
becaufe I thought it my duty to guard
againft fome part of the mifchief, which
was like to befal my patient, by fupport-
ing the perinzum during the operation, fo
that I perfeétly know when the flooding
took place ; it would argue great ignorance

to
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difficulty occurs, and they fhould be men of
known integrity and long praftice; the
idea that -any man-midwife will do, 1s a
miftaken notion indeed, and many have
found it fo to their coft.

SECTION
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obliges the pelvis to take a diltorted or
confined form, or when women marry late
in life, and the parts become rigid, and the
articulation of the coccix with the facrum
becomes anchilofed, fo that ncar three
quarters of an inch are loft in the long
diameter of the lower aperture of the pelvis,
it muft occafion difficult labours; and as
the chief difficulty arifes from the narrow-
nels of the pelvis, midwives when firft
employed by a patient, ought to examine
the capacity of the pelvis, to know the
diftance from pubes to facrum: for this
purpofe, four fingers muft be introduced
into the vagina, till the fore finger touches
the infide of the fymphifis pubis; and if
the diftance from that to the neareft verte-
bra admits the remaining fingers in a direét
line, it conftitutes a common fized pelvis,
provided the four fingers breadth meafures
fomething more than three inches and a
half.

With refpe& to the difficulties which
arife from a ftone in the bladder, tumours
in the os uteri, ftraitnefs in the vagina, too
great offification of the head, fwellings of

lahia
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when bringing forth their young, as would
appear by the very great number of delive- |
ries performed by wnflruments in this age ;
and yet we cannot, upon any other princi-
- ple, affign a reafon, why women fhould
differ fo much from the reft of the female
creation, and require fo often what they
{carcely ever require : but blefled be God,
- women feldom required it, until man had
found eut many inventions. The inftances
in which inftruments are required, are few,
and very few indeed can occur in the prac-
tice of one individual ; but as young men
who praétice mi'dwifer}f, never think them-
felves fufficiently qualified, unul they are
expert in the ufe of inftruments, we need
not be furprifed, to fee them fly with avi-
dity to every fhadow of pretence for ufing
them, efpecially if called to a midwife’s
patient, where fome of them wantonly ufurp
the province of nature, and run away with
that gratitude which alone is due to the
- author of it. That delivery with infiru-
ments has {aved fome lives, is undeniable,
but I am fully convinced, that the inftances
11 which they have done fervice, will never

compenfate
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the ftate of the parts of generation, and
{ituation of the head; third, it’s advance;
and fourth, the ftrength of the patient: all
thefe points afcertained, and the neceflity
of ufing them unequivocal, the patient is
laid upon her back acrofs the bed, with her
head and fhoulders a little elevated ; her
breech projeéting a little over the fide, and
her knees {eparated and raifed up towards
her belly: the midwife after dipping the
fingers of her right hand in pomatum or
lard, fearches till the ear can be felt; fhe
then anoints the blades of the forceps, and
infinuates her fingers between the head and
the pelvis ; then flides one blade of the for-
ceps flowly up between her fingers and the
child’s head, taking particular care that the
extremity of the blades be always kept
clofe to the head, for fear of taking hold of
any part of the mother: this blade being
advanced, till the place where it locks
. reaches the os externum ; the other blade
mufit be introduced in the fame careful man-
ner, oppofite to the former, over the other
ear. If the handles come not ‘together,
you may depend upon it they will not only

flip
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wile we a& at random, and cannot anfwer
for-the confequence.

The-lower the head is defcended before
‘the forceps are applied, the more fure wili
‘be the fuccefs of ufing them.

Notwithftanding the benefit which may
‘be derived from the feafonable and fkilful
-application of this inftrument, I mult ever
Jament, when I fce the crofchet and wveélis in
‘the hands of young men, fome of whom
carry-the veétis in their pockets when called
to labours, juft as regularly as the car-
penter carries his foef-rule when he goes to
work '

The veétis is like one blade of the ftraight
edged forceps, only alittle longer, and it
is introduced ‘in the fame manner; fome
pafs it -under the pubes, and over the
«child’s -ear, till the extremity of ‘the blade
reaches the chin; then taking a firm hold
of the handle, when the pain comes on,
they raife it up towards ‘the pubes, by
which means the ation of the blade, in
‘conjuncttion with the pains, bears down the
head : others prefer applying the lever te
the occiput.

This
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forceps, will not do, the only alternative is
to open the head, and deliver with the
crotchet, as before obferved.

It is no wonder, that men of humanity
fhould procraftinate this dreadful opera-
tion, until they have great reafon to hope
that the child is really dead. '

I have been an eye witnefs of two in-
ftances, when this procraftination proved
fatal to the mothers, in cales that admitted
of their being faved; I am therefore very
{olicitous, that thofe mothers who are {o
unfortunate as to need {uch a facrifice, may
obtain the benefit of it before it is too late,
The cafes above-mentioned, were under
the care of men of known abilities, and
nothing but humanity or infatuation could
have {ftood between them and their duty,
who knew fo perfeétly what ought to be
done, though it had not been urged by me,
who was confidered both as timid and im-
patient on thefe occafions; but the fequel
proved that my fears were too well ground-
ed, for one woman did not live to go
through the delivery, the head only being
taken away; and the other died in lefs than

D an
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ftops to prevent their advancing beyond a
certain length; and when he has dilated .
the os externum, he, with his fingers,
{earches for one of the {utures of the head,
againft which he holds his fingers, whilft
he pafles the {ciffars flowly, tll they reach
the brain : when they have gone the proper
length, he turns them round f{everal times,
opening .the handles wide to enlarge the
incifion ; the {ciflars are then withdrawn,
.and the broken fplinters of the fkull are
covered with the {calp, or taken away, to
prevent wounding the mother: when the
. brain is evacuated, he takes hold of the
remaining part of the fkull with his fingers,
or with the blunt hook, to draw it forth ;
one hand is in the vagina, and held faft
againft the outfide of the fkull, to help it
forth, and alfo to receive the point of the
inftrument in cafe it flip, left it fhould

wound the mother. °
But if the head be fo large in proportion
to the pelvis, that the child cannot be
brought forth by thefe helps, the operator
endeavours to get firmer hold with the
crotchet in the mouth, or under the chin,
D 2 . or
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or in fome part of the bafe of the fkull,
encreafing the extratting force, in propor-
~ tion to the refiftance, till it comes forth.
Some have, after opening the head, left the
patient for feveral hours, before they have
delivered her, as in that time the child is
fuppofled to turn more flabby and vapid,
and of courfe is more eafily drawn forth:
others have flattened the head with the
forceps, and extratted it before they have
left the patient; thefe methods are waried
according to the different opinion of the
‘operators, - .

As fuch operations cannot fall to the

fhare of a midwife in #his country, I need

not be more minute in my account of them,
but as I know a country, where they have
been performed by midwives, I have en-
deavoured to get fuch a knowledge of them
in theory, as would enable me to attempt
them, were it my lot to be placed in a
- part of the world, where noe other affiftance
could be found. Although the Cefarean

operation has been performed by women,

yet as I have never feen it performed, 1
thall not trouble the reader with any ac-

€ounts
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counts of it; thofe who wilh to know it,
may confult Smellie or Baudelocque. It
is to be hoped, no midwife in this country
will attempt to ufe inftruments. of any kind,
who has not well ftudied the anatomy of
the parts concerned in parturition, as well
as the nature of inftrumental deliveries on:
a proper machine,

D3 SECTION
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find them in the writings of medical men ;
it is fufficient for my purpofe to fay they
exift, and to inform you what is moft likely
to relieve them, as far as my province
leads. In plethoric habits it is proper to
bleed to the quantity of {even or eight
ounces ; the ftomach fhould be fometimes
cleared by an infufion of camomile flowers,
or a cup of ftrong green tea, for this will
not ftrain more than the natural ficknefs,
and a cup of ftrong mint tea, taken the
firft thing in the morning, is often of fervice.
The diet thould be light, and taken in {mall
quantities, efpecially fuppers. In coftive
habits, the body fhould be kept open by
gentle laxatives, fuch as lenitive eleftuary,
caftor oil, &c.

Another complaint, which fometimes oc-
curs in the firlt months, is a frequent defire
to make water, becaufe the impregnated
uterus as yet lies low in the pelvis, and’
prefles upon the bladder; fo that there is
not much room to contain the water; and
fometimes the preffure may be upon the
fphintter of the bladder, and occafion a-
ftranguary. In this cafe an attempt fhould’

D 4 be:
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The figns of pregnancy are, {uppreffion
of the menfes, loathing of different foods
and drinks, and fancying others which are-
neither pleafant or falutary, heat-burn, vo- -
miting, cough, fhortnefs of breath, lownefs -
of fpirits, .heat in the palms of the hand,
and foles of the feet, coftivenefs, thooting
pains in the breafts, and fome pains in the
back ; yet many of thefe {ymptoms may
exift when a woman is not with child : what
is moft to be relied on, is the fuppreffion
of ‘the menfes, increafe of fize, and a-
hardnefs in the hypogaftrium; but when
the cafe is doubtful, and fome months
have elapfed in a ftate of fufpenfe, we
muft examine by the touch. If the womb ;
be impregnated, you will find it larger and
heavier, when you prefs againit it, than it
is- in the unimpregnated ftate; the neck
will' be confiderably fhorter, and after
what women call quickening, the fundus .
rifes above the brim of the pelvis; at {feven
months, the head of the feetus may be
plainly felt through the cervix uteri. .

D5 - SECTION
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thora; bleeding is proper, and the antiphlo-:
giftic diet is to be obferved. The beft
method I have experienced, is to keep~
the patient in a horizontal pofture, and her
room cool and quiet, applying cloths dipt-
in vinegar, well wrung, to the loins, ab-

domen, and pundenda,.changing them be-

fore they turned warm. In delicate habits

I do not approve of bleeding; I have

found it neceflary to fupport fuch women

with nourifhing broths, beef tea, chocolate,.

and occafional draughts of cold claret and

pump water, for nothing fhould be taken
. warm. Opiates are good; ten drops of
laudanum i any common liquid.

The aftringent draughts, which are com-
pofed of bark, elixir of vitriol, infufion ofr
red rofes, dragon’s blood, &c. but thefe:
fhould be made by an apothecary. If the
ftomach can bear a few grains of alum
powder, taken in any drink, it is a great
aftringent ; where the ftomach cannot bear
it, it may be given in an injettion.

It would be endlefs to enumerate all the
caufes of abortion. Whatever brings too
much blood to the uterus, and ftimulates
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SECTION IX.

Complex Laﬁvawsf

FLOODING.

AS flooding in the latter months is occa-
fioned by a feparation of a part or

the whole of the placenta, it proves the
neceflity of guarding againft violent exer-
cife, and keeping very ftill, when it appears,
becaufe motion increafes the evil. If the
flooding can be reftrained by the means I
have prefcribed in cafes of abortion, fo
that the life of the patient is not in danger,
we fhould not do any thing to force a la-
bour, but wait with patience, and keep up
the woman’s {pirits by every poffible means:
but, on the other hand, fhould the hemorr-
hage be fuch as to occafion fainting fits,
the woman being in the laft months of preg-
nancy, we fhould dilate the os uteri by
degrees, at fuch intervals of time as is
common between the natural pains; then
pafs the hand to break the membranes,
turn
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be carrying delicacy too far, to: wait till L
could come {o many miles. But the {eafon
proving very inviting, fhe deferred coming -
to town, and went on very well till the end
of the eighth month; when, about two
o’clock in the morning, the waked with a
violent flooding, and I was again fent for.
On my arrival I met her hufband in a
{tate of diftrattion, who told me there was
not the fmalleft hopes of his darling wife :
without making any reply, I rufhed up
into the bed-chamber ; the lady was appa-
rently dead. I examined by the touch,
and found the placenta totally detached?
from the uterus, and prefenting at the os
uteri. I confefs I was aftonifhed that no -
attempt had been made to deliver her be-
fore I came, efpecially as the dottor was
in the next room, and I am yet a firanger
to the true caufe of it. I told the doétor I
did not think fhe had two hours to live,
but I would endeavour to do all that could
be done, by delivering her. She had not
taken one labour pain at all, and it was in
vain to look for any; fo I dilated the os
internum, f{carched for the thin edge of
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the placenta, perforated the membranes,
removed the thick part towards the right
fide, and found the head prefenting. As
fhe was {o low that {he could neither look
up or {peak, I-thought it more advifable
to bring the child as it prefented, than to -
run the rifque of extinguithing the feeble
fhare of remaining life, by the fatigue of
turning and delivering by the feet. My
endeavours were bleffed with fuccefs; fhe -
was delivered in a very little time, and re-
covered amazingly, for fhe took a journey.
of more than an hundred miles in fix weeks -
after. I have fince attended her feveral -
times, and fhe is, thank God, ftill living, .
and can anfwer to the truth of what I here -
affert. |
In fuch cafes we do not-expeét hving
children, unlefs the patient can be delivered
immediately upon the feparation of the pla-
centa, for the fource of life is cut off,
~ whenever a total {eparation of it takes place.
In fuch violent floodings the extremities
turn very cold, and it will be neceflary
to apply ftone bottles, containing warm
water, to the feet, and put brandy, or
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fome other ardent {pirits, in the patient’s
drink, in order to keep the blood in circu-

lation ; but that is only when fhe is ex-

tremely low. It is a melancholy circum-
ftance, when a flooding is fo very violent,
that nothing but {peedy delivery can fave
the patient’s life ; but {feeing there are fuch
cafes, you fhould inform the friends of the
neceflity of the meafure you are to take
for the prelervation of the woman and
child ; and before you proceed to the de-

livery, empty the rettum by a ftimulating.

clyfter, and empty the bladder with the

catheter, if fhe has not lately made water ;
then, with your fingers lubricated with
pomatum, and placed in form of a cone,
dilate the os externum and internum, pafs
the hand into the uterus, break the mem-

branes, turn the feetus, and deliver by the -

feet, as before diretted, or with the forceps,
if the head be already advanced in the
pelvis. I could not attend to thefe rules
in the cafe before mentioned, for I was
obliged to proceed to the delivery imme-
diately upon my arrival.

CONVULSIONS,

-
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THE DESCENT OF THE FUNIS,.

Having {poken to this part of the fubjett
in the former part of my eflay, I have
only to notice the propriety of reducing it,
whenever i1t is found to defcend, either
before, or along with, any part of the
child ; for if it is not returned, the circula-
tion of the blood from the mother to the
child will be prevented, either by cold or
compreflion, and that muft prove fatal to
the child. When it comes down with the
head, #fhat muft be raifed up above the
brim of the pelvis, and the cord, which
may be eafily felt through the membranes,
fhould be fhifted up as high as poffible, and
the patient made to take her pains in bed,
with her loins raifed higher than her fhoul-
ders, till the head is properly feated in_the
pelvis. Butif after all it cannot be kept
up, you muft turn and deliver by the feet,

D!’.hﬁl“ﬁlfe the chlld will be mevltablv loft.
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awhich of neceffity muft be larger, and not
fo eafily extratted as that which belongs
to a fingle birth, efpecially if it prefents
flat upon the mouth of the womb. Pains
fhould be waited for to bring the placenta,
unlefs there is a flooding ; in that cafe, the
fooner it 1s brought will be the better.

SECTION
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The beft way 1is to deliver women in bed,
in their ufual way' of going to reft, but
they need proper things to guard the bed ;
which things are always drawn away, when
they are fhifted with frefh linen.

You will find many women who are fo
folicitous about preferving their fhapes,
they will have you to bind them round
very tight with a broad bandage; in this
you muft be cautious, for if you bind them
too hard, it may caufe an inflammation of
the uterus. _

With refpett to diet, that fhould be light,
confifting of chicken broth, beef tea, veal
broth, panada, chocolate made very light,
water gruel, &c. with all which they may
cat toafted bread, and they fhould carefully
avoid fpirituous liquors. When a weman
is free of fever, a little wine may be put
into her gruel and panada. Animal food is
very improper till the milk fever is over,
and alfo for thofe women who have a keen
appetite after delivery, (and there are {uch)
for if they indulge it with folid food, they
are fure to fuffer on account of it ; for they
will either take gripes and cholic, or their

| appetite
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applying the child, and by this means, their
breafts are fo much expofed, that they get
great colds, and often inflamed and broken
breafts enfue. This might be guarded
againft, by endeavouring to {uckle lying
down in the bed, and the children fhould
not be fed, till they have taken the breaft ;
for if, added to their fatigue, their ftomachs
are cloyed with aliment perfeétly foreign
to them, no wonder we have {fo much
trouble to make them fuck. Ifitis argued
that they fhould have phyﬁc’: I anfwer that
the firft milk has a purging quality, and
that nature has furnifhed it with it, for the
very purpofe of cleanfing away the meco-
nium ; but if a child muft fuck milk which
from its age has loft that quality, a gentle
purge is certainly neceffary, and the child
has this advantage, that fuch milk is more
free, and fucked with far lefs trouble. It
is a melancholy circumftance, that many
firft children are fo long before they can
get proper nourifhment from the breaft,
and of courfe fo much fed with improper
food, that numbers of them lofe their lives

1 confequence of it. Nature has implant-
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ed, in fuch animals as live by fulion, a
ftrong propenfity to fuck, and it is this
propenfity that makes a child cry fo vio-
lently for the breaft ; but unfortunately for
it, its piteous cries are mifconftrued, and
a prodigious quantity of pap or gruel is
poured down its throat, which lays a foun-
dation for gripes, cholic, convulfions, and
often death. If, inftead of this trath, which
by the way is often converted to a fyrup,
by large portions of coarfe fugar that
four upon the ftomach, people would
take pearl barley, andboil it till the liquor
berame thick like milk, ftrain it off, and te
a boatful of that liquor, add a boatful of
new milk, and give it without fugar in
{mall quantities, their infants would be
more healthy, and fo many of them would
not die in the month. To fuck their food
is far more natural and dfatisfattory te
young infants, than to drink it out of a
{poon or boat; and it is for this reafon,
that Do&tor Smith wifely contrived a fort
-of tea pot, with a long fpout, to fuckle
children who could not get the breaft,
knowing that they were not only more

pleafing
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pleafing: to the poor infants, but that no
grofs particles, hard of digeftion, could
pals through the fmall perforations upon
the {pout of the pot. But how few will
take the pains to ufe thefe pots, becaufe
they will not be troubled with making the
vellum nipples that muft be put upon them?
I fhall fay little upon this part of the fubjeét,
as moft families confult their apothecaries
about the dieting of their children, and
about their difeafes, whemr they contratt
any.

K SECTION
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SECTION XI.

Of the Difeafes of Lying-in Women; and firft,
of the After-pains.

THE after-pains are only a continuation

of the labour-pains, or an effort of
the uterus to contratt and throw off the
grumous blood from its finufes, and expel
the clots which colle&t within its cavity
after delivery. They are not very trouble-
fome with the firft birth; or if they are,
they foon ceafe, becaufe the uterus con-
trafts very foon, and {queezes the grumous
blood out of the mouths of the veflels.
They are relieved by opiates, but they
fhould not be checked too much; for
though troublefome, they are in a certain
degree falutary, as they bring down the
lochia, without which a woman cannot
recover well. The lochia i1s the difcharge
from the uterus, which continues to flow
for three weeks after child-birth, and fome-

times longer,
It
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It generally flows copioufly till the fecre-
tion of the milk comes on, when it fubfides -
a little, till that is at the height, and then
returns again. When the lochia is fup-
preffed too much by opiates, cold, or any
other caufe, it may bring on an inflamma-
tion of the womb; for this reafon, it is
much fafer for a woman to bear with them,
and take only {uch things as may mitigate
them, fuch as a table {fpoonful of the {yrup -
of poppies, in half a gill of pennyroyal
water, every fix or eight hours, or ten drops
of laudanum in the fame liquid, and at the
fame hours. Though the lochia be a necef-
fary difcharge, it is hurtful when it flows
in too great abundance, which is commonly
the cafe in very lax habtts, and muft be
checked by bark and other firengthening
medicines after the firft fortnight. Although
the after-pains are not:fo great in the firft
lying-in, the mulk fever is much greater than
in any .afterwards; and great care fhould :
be taken to keep the patient undifturbed,
“and in a gentle per{piration. Her diet fhould
be of a cooling nature, more of liquids
than folids; fhe fhould take a faline draught

E 2 every
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every fix hours, and an opening draught
the third day at the fartheft: her breafts
fhould be drawn as often as fhe can bear,
without being over fatigued, and nothing
ftrong fhould be given while the fever
continues.

When an inflammation of the womb, or the
peritoneum, occurs, it is known from the
after-pains, by a fixed pain, whereas the
after-pains go and come every ten or fifteen
minutes ; there is alfo great tenfion of the
abdomen, and a great {enfe of pain when
you prefs upon it with your hand. Bleed-
ing, bliftering, fomentation and injettion,
are of the greateft ufe in this complaint;
the blifters are to be applied to the abdo-
men, thighs, or legs, and all thefe things
"muft be under the direttion of a {kilful
phyfician, for they are far too ferious to be
trifled with.

The mihary fever fometimes attacks child-
bed women. It is attended with great
weaknefs, rednefs of the eyes, the mouth
and tongue appear pale, and the fmall erup-
tions upon the fkin give it the name of -
miliary, becaufe they appear like fand or

| : millet
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millet feed on the fkin which compofes the
miliary glands.

The puerperal fever, which is of a much
more fatal nature, ftops the lochia and the
fecretion of the milk. It is attended with
fhivering and hot fits alternately, a quick
pulfe, and a tendency to delirlum, or
what is more mildly called lightheadednefs;
the patient does not {eem to care much
about her child, and feldom, if at all,
.enquires about it. If the abdomen 1s very
{ore to the touch, fhe is in danger, which
increafes, if it continue to fwell till 1t be-
comes infenfible.

I have given you this fhort defcription
of child-bed difeafes, not with a view that
you fhould prefcribe for them, but that
you may be able to difcover them upon
their firft appearance, and guard as much
as poflible againft their dangerous confe-
quences, by calling for the aid of a proper
phyfician before the difeafe has gained too
much ground, as it might then baffle the
{kill of the moft able phyfician in the world.,
Moreover, as I fhould confider female pre-
fcriptions an infringment on the proper bu-

E 3 finefs
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finels of medical men, I cheerfully leave
it to them ; wifthing them {uch fuccefs in
their own province, that they may be fa-
tisfied therewith, and not degrade their
mafculine powers, by throwing them away
upon effeminate employments.

What I have farther to add, is a little
Sriendly advice with regard to moral condufl.
Whatever your advantages in early life may
have been, however refpettable your pa-
rentage and education, feeing that now you
are atting in a ftation into which affluence
never could have thrown you, you muft
not be furprifed, if you do not meet with

that attention which better days had taught
you to expett. A modelt referve and hu- -

mility becomes you better than a forward

or haughty behaviour; but this humility
needs not make you defcend to any thing

mean or low. Make yourfelf as ufeful as

you can confiftent with your health, yet be. -
not troublefome with unneceflary vifits.
Be always ready to the calls of diftrefs, and :

do not ftand out becaufe you do not know
how you are to be paid. Never diftrefs

the diftrefled, nor turn your back upon a
patient
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patient becaufe fhe is become poor, and
raife not your demands becaufe you are
come into great prattice. If circumftances
admit, people will be ready to put a proper
value upon your time; and where you
think they do not, you fhould be delicate
in telling them of it, for fome may think
they have given as much as you fhould
expett, though you are of a very different
opinion. Avarice 1s a very bad qualifica-
tion, or rather a bad vice, in thofe who
have the health and life of their fellow
creatures under their care. Thofe who
have found it their intereft to bring mid-
wives into difrepute, have charged them
with intemperance, and even obfcenity.
How the being a midwife fhould make wo-
men poflefs fuch vices, is to me a myftery.
I know no way of life in which a woman
can be engaged, that is more calculated to
fix {entiments of piety and morality upon
the mind, nor have I ever been acquainted
with any midwife who did not poffefs them ;
and indeed thofe who are always in the way
of feeing the wonder-working hand of God,
in his great care exercifed over women in

bringing
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bringing forth their children, cannot be
what the enemies of truth have reprefented
them: and if I knew any woman who had
a natural propenfity to fuch vices, it would
be the laft aétion of my life to teach her
midwifery.

But left there fhould be (which I can
hardly fuppofe) any midwife who needs the
following hints, I beg fhe will particularly
attend to them. Midwives fhould be very
careful of their deportment, fuffering no-
thing vulgar or obfcene (as has been, I
hope, falfely alledged by their enemies) to
proceed from their lips. Levity in any
female is unpardonable, and in a midwife,
fhocking; even mirth and loud talking,.
which may be very inoffenfive on eother
occafions, are very improper at labours.
They fhould always fhew kindnefs and
{ympathy toward the patient, even when.
fhe is peevith under her pains, or hap-
pens to fend for them unneceffarily, mis-
taking nervous pains for labour. They
fhould alfo behave civilly, not only to the
afliftants, but even to the nurfe and the

fervants in the family, avoiding morofenels
and
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and ill-temper; at the fame time they muft
by no means be fo pliable as to neglett
what they know to be their duty, whatever
perfuafion may be ufed. There is a great
difference between this firmnefs, and obfti-
nacy. They ought not to be forward in
prediéting the time of delivery, efpecially
in the patient’s hearing, as it might difcou-
rage her, if fhe continued much lnﬁger in
labour. It is beft net to tell any of the
-attendants their opinion on this matter,
though they may may teaze them to do it.
But it is always right to fay the cafe is going
-on well, when it really i1s fo. They ought,
moreover, to obferve the firicteft modefty
and decency, taking care not to expofe
unneceflarily the patient’s perfon or linen.
Laftly, they fhould not call too often on
their patient, either before or after delivery,
except when a vifit is neceffary ; and they
fhould not by any means be forward to ac-
cept cordials, though often invited to do fo.

THE END,
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Introductory ?_;*afaCe'.

T i1s generally believed, that mid-
wifery was totally in the hands of
women from the creation to the deluge,
as the firft {facred hiftorian has recorded
feveral cafes, managed by midwives, as
foon as the earth was re-peopled;
particularly the birth of the twins,
Efav and Facob, and Pharez and Zaradk.
Nor does it appear, that men prac-
tifed the art in the Enf during two
thoufand years after the flood, as there
i1s no fuch account in either the 0ld
or New Teftament. And why is the
practice of women, and not of men,
recorded ? It is certainly intended as
A Ag an
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- anexample, which ought to be followed

by all Chriftian nations. This may
leem to be an enthufiaftic idea; thofe
who think fo, are at liberty to rejett it;
I {hall offer other arguments againit
male-midwifery, which may appear
more potent to them.

It 15 very ftrange, however, that
- male-prattice is encouraged among
Chriftians only, while nations whofe
{fole guide herein i1s the light of reafon,
have never tolerated it; for the Athe-
nian doctors could not fucceed, as fe-
veral women died in labour, rather than
{fubmit to pafs under their Aands ; and 1t
does not appear that men ever praétifed
the art (in natural cales) till the latter
end of the fixteenth century, whenthe
{furgeons, at Paris, contrived to get fre-
quent accefs to the Hotel Dieu, where
~ they obtained a better knowledge of the
art, than their predeceffors had. But
in Germany the men attempted in vain

to prattife midwifery, for the women
| were
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were then too fhy of them, to fall in |
with their {cheme.

‘ Daventer’ ({ays Dr. Smellie) ¢ prac-
‘ tifed at Dort, iIn Holland; and in |
¢ 1701 publifhed a book on midwifery.
¢ He was {eldom called except in dif-
¢ ficult cafes.” So we fee, the Dutch wo-
men would not {ubmit to men 1n na-
tural labours.

From the levity and verfatility of
French women, we need not wonder
that they were the firft to admit male-
praftice: as to French hufbands,
Sterne, and others who have delineated
their charalter, fhew us, that they are
too polite to take notice of their wives'
intercourfe with other men, provided
it be not of a criminal nature. By
degrees man-midwifery reached this

country, where it now appears 1n its

1 b/ M‘-{-—ﬁhfﬁ\.ﬂ_&dﬂ# @;—-L(;Tﬂ:;_fnfé’
oo th -,a{ma-ﬁ.‘f-u:'! a ':"12.1. oo Loarest ?f u#tmjan?mn,_} & hawe

Atfirft men wereconfined totheir p I‘G-ffﬁg;;
per fphere; like Daventer, in Holland,7#5%
they were feldom called 1 but on dif-

: Ay ficult
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pole of forcing the birth in natural (but
tedious) labours, and favingthe doétor’s.
time ; but unfortunately it has done
great mifchief, even in /Z2/ful hands,
fometimes wdunding the mother, other

times the child, or perhaps both.
Notwithftanding, as it was ufed with

great fecrecy, the caufe of the milchief
was kept {ecret al{o.

This inftrument reached England, ¥
where a wide field was opened for its
ctandefline ule, owing to the artifices of
male-midwives, who contrived {by the
afliftance of nurfes, whom they did
not fail to reward) to make hufbands.
believe, that it was more indecent for
themto be prefent at the delivery of their
wives, than for frange men to aflift there-
at; fo that by keeping men 1n igno-
rance of what they did, and by telling
women, that the mifchief done was
ewing to the original diificulty of the
eale, when there was no difliculty, but
that which nature would have over-

¥ twoeq A MZA&;A_’ B et g;cﬁifj?
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of hufbands being unable to difcover
the real caufe thereof, fo that their
pwn charatter cannot {uffer by it.

It1sealy to imagine, that Dr. Ofborn’s
arguments, ftrengthened by fatis to
prove the mifchiet real, ought to have a
{ufficient influence on the minds of his
obftetric brethren; and when I read his
book, I expelled they would have this
effet ; but to my utter aftonithment, his
work has been an{wered by Dr. Hamil-
ton, of Edinburgh, who fays, Azs fon is
about to make the ADVANTAGES. of Dr,
Lowder’s lever publicly known.

I know of no advantage which this
lever poflefles over others, except the
tolding jomnt, which renders it more
commodious for the pocket, and (of
courfe) more fecret in its application ;
for Dr. Hamilton has only publithed
oNE fuccefsful cale wherem his fon
uled 1t, and confefled that he bruifedthe
child’s head with it, though it was after-

Ab wards:
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Moreover, as it 1s now become quite
proper: (through the fanclion of cuftom)
for women to be unneceffarily handled
by gentlemen of the faculty, inftead of
their own fex, I fhall enquire, how far
it is confiftent with female modefty, and
with the good fenfe of hufbands? at
the fame time, I wifh to make every
proper allowance to thole who, owing
to their ignorance of parturition, have
been perfuaded that men are {afer-than
{kiltul women. |

I {hall alfo take notice, of the milchief
done by ignorant and cruel male opera-
tors, and likewife of the ncw-fangled
obftetric butchery lately invented at
‘Paris, and the refult thereof. I fhall
alfo give the outlines .of a plan, for the
proper education of a {uthcient number
of decent women, to fuperfede male-
practice in natural labours, and thus
entirely prevent the needlefs ufe of
deftru¢tive inltruments, and the prac-
tice of low, illiterate, and half-infiruéted

females,
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females, whofe obftetric ignorance s
inexcufable, and whofe vulgar and
difguftful deportment caufes genteel wo-
men (very juftly) to rejett their fervices.

As I do not wifh to injure any indi-
vidual in his practtice, I fhall carefully
avold perfonality, 1n reciting cales
which hav€Been publifhed; I believe
thofe who know me, will not doubt the

truth of them upon my authority only.

I intend to make the TABLE oOF
coNTENTS rather prolix, in orderthat
the book may be rendered more ufeful
to families ; andI defign to'print it the

fize of a pocket volume, that it may be -

a portable companion for the rich, and

not too expenfive for the poor, who:

may need 1ts direCtions.

Many women may be ready to fay,
I have a good opinion of my midwife-
doltor, both as to medefty and hu-
manity, therefore [ need not exercife
the cautions recommended inthis book.
But let it be remembered, people do

not-
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not aét thus in the common affairs of
fife. We do not neglect to infure our
houfes, furniture, &c. though we may
have lived fifty years m the world,
without being alarmed by fire. Having
feen or heard of one at a diltance,
we are prompted to the exercife of
caution, not knowing how foon wk
may be vifited with fuch a difafter.
Let the fame conduét be purfued by all
who employ men-midwives, and we
fhall not hear of fo much mifchief being
“done by their needlefs inftruments ; nor
of their behaving fo indecently as many
of them have done.

Thofe pufillantmous hufbands who
feel themfelves overborne by cuftom,
-and cannot mufter up refolution enou gh
to proteét their wives” perfons from
mjury and infult, may be compared to a
captain who quits the fhip (whereof he is
the fole owner) ovt of complimentto his
pilot. Moreover, if wives be detter
Jfatisfied with the liberties which men-

midwives
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my arguments, by fhewing, that theirs
are too feeble to withftand public in-
veftigation.

Far be it from me to aflert, that there
are no. modelt and humane accou-
cheurs; but I am fure, {fuch will own,
that hufbands ought to infpett the ier-
vices of ALL, for TuEY know there are
too many who need it : if all be alike
guarded againit, none can deem it an
offence.

I have often been furprifed, that the
wives of accoucheurs are contented to
let their hufbands attend fo many wo-
men, when there is no difficulty 1n their
labours to require male fervice ; more
efpecially as they fo repeatedly deliver
{ome who have good labours, that their
perfons muft become very familiar to
them,

However, I {hall not fay more on this
particular,but leave it to the decifion of
thole whom it concerns more nearly
than myfelf,

' I hope
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I hope the following letters will tend
to promote modefty among the fair fex
in general, and the {afety and comfort of
mothers and children, as well as peace
in families, by fuperfeding the unnecef-
fary prattice of males in'common mid-
wifery, and by {lirring up hufbands to

watch their operations, when thereis a
neceflity for their fervices, either on

account of difficulty in the cafle, or of
the impoflibility of obtaming a fkilful
midwife,

"Much will doubtlefs be faid, on
the impropriety of making families ac-
quainted with the nature of parturition.
Yes, and mercenary apothecaries have
depreciated Dr. Buchan’s Domeftic
Medicine ; but their malignity does not
leflen the merits of that mvaluable
work, any more than his duty to pro-
mote the fale of it.

He has amply proved, that every
human being fhould know enough of

medicine, to be rendered ufeful to him-
felf

b |
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{elf and others on particular occafions,
and that fuch knowledge does neither
qualify all men for phyficians, or fuper-
fede the prattice of thofe who profefs
the art of phyfic, any more than the
ftudy of religion by families interferes
with the duties of the clergy.

If this argument hold good with re-
{pett to medicine in general, how much
more as to midwifery? Cannot every
mother underftand enough of it to con-
dutt herfelf during pregnancy and
lying-in, or to be ufeful to others in
cafes of emergency, without becoming
a profefled midwife? Cannot hufbands
know how to judge when their wives
are treated decently and tenderly, with-
out turning prattitioners? Families
have been kept 1n fuch extreme igno-
rance refpeting ' parturition, that as
foon as a woman falls 1n labour, the
whole houfe is in confufion, fuppofing
the delivery depends on the prelence of

the operator; one runs this way, ano-
ther
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as an appendix to the domelftic medi-
<Ine.

. French, dancing, and mufic are (by
many)- deemed proper embellifhments
for all who can afford to learn them
‘but the mportance of thefe vanifhes,
when compared with faving the life,
or promoting the comfort, of oNE hu-
man being.

He muft be a mifanthropift indeed,
who would not with all to ftudy the
means for recovering drowned perfons;
how much more he who would oppofe
the diffufing of obftetric knowledge
among families? as occafions for the
exercife of this knowledge occur very
frequently, while the means for recover-
ing drowned perfons are (comparative-
ly) feldom called into ule.

Notwithftanding our literary advan-
tages are far {uperior to thofe of former
ages, mothers are yet very ignorant of
the nature of child-bearing, which con-
cerns them more nearly than any other

know-
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knowledge : this 1gnorance is partiy:
owing to their mability to comprehend
the technical and anatomical terms,
contained in the treatifes of midwifery
which have been publifhed. The fol-
lowing fheets I hope, will (in a meafure)
remove that difhculty.

Another reafon of their ignorance
of themfelves 1s, a miftaken idea, that
the theory of midwifery requires a great
deal of ftudy, when plainly taught;
whereas the principal bufinefs of a mid-
wife 1n natural labours (which happen
g9 times in 100) 1s only to prefs the
palm of her left hand againft the peri-
neum * during the birth; which will
be proved in the firlt part of this work.

Though this is really true, I do not
aflert it as an apology for the ignorance
of fome midwives ; on the cnhtrar)r, I

{hall

* The external fkin betwixt the two thighs, and which
feparates the vagina (or internal part of the female privi-
ties) from the anus or fundament; making a kind of

bridee or ifthmus, between the two orifices, A
Fi/"mgﬂm e e oL ﬂf&
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{hall hereafter fhew, that they ought not
to prattife till they can manage preter-
natural cafes, as nature does not always
purfue her ufual procels.

I wifh thefe few hints may have their
due effe€t, on thofe women who have
courage and good fenfe enough to
think for themfelves, and wiil not be
{laves to popular abfurdity, and inte-
refted fophiftry ; I fhall conclude this
introduétion nearly m the words of
Dr. Buchan*.

¢ As matters ftand at prefent, 1t 1s
< eafier to cheata woman out of Aer life
¢ than of a fhilling,and almoft impoflible
either to detett or punifh the offender.
Notwithftanding this, people {till fhut
their eyes, and take every thing upon
truft that 1s done by any PRETENDER
to midwifery, without daring to afk him
a reafon for any part of his conduct.
Implicit faith, every where elfe the

- ‘¢ objectt

* Tntroduftion to Dom. Med. Ed. g» page 7- The
words 1n italics are altered.
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MAN-MIDWIFERY, &ec.

"

Lettersto ALex. HamiLton, M.D. F.R.5.
Edinburgh. -

LETTER L
SIR,

'TO make ufe of your own words, ¢ I
¢ fhould have felt the utmoft relutance
to have troubled yourfelf orthe world with
this correfpondence, had perfonal contro-
verfy been the objett in view.

¢ But as the {ubjcéls on which our fenti-
ments differ, are of the utmoft importance
to the interefts of humanity, I confider it
incumbent on me, from the duty I owe to
the public, to explain fully my ideas on
thele fubjeéts ; and I fhould have held my-
felf culpable in the higheft degree, if I had
not, by this attempt, endeavoured to pre-
vent the general adoption of arvr your
principles.’ . - ‘
| s ¢ In
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onLy who bave not ftudied midwifery ; as
you will perceive, by my care to explain, or
to avoid anatomical and technical terms;
fo that every attentive reader, as well as
accoucheurs, may be able to judge whether
my fentiments be confonant with reafon and
common fenfe.

Indeed, I have often thought, that adults
of both fexes ought to know a little of mid-
wifery before they marry, and I would much
rather put a decent {yftem of it into the
hands of my children, than a novel, a ro-
mance, or a play; which frequently treat
of amours, innocent {feduttions, &c. and thus
injett the molt malignant poifon into' the
minds of youth: whereas books which treat
of the pracTICE Of midwifery onLY,are as
proper to be read by adults, as many parts
of the Mofaic law are, and will teach men
how to judge, if their wives be treated with
decency and propriety by their operators ;
they will teach women to be more ufeful to
each other; and how to condu&t ThHeEM-
SELVES, fo as to promote their own {afety
and comfort during geftation, labour, and
- lying-in; they would alfo learn that fpinal
' B 2 de-
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I do not intend to enter into the difpute
between you and Dr. Ofborn, concerning
the Cezfarecan operation, though I may have
occafion to mention it In its proper place ;
but I fhall be more prolix relpetting Dr.
Lowder’s Lever, which your fon is about to
recommend to the males who prafife mid-

wifery,
b I have the honour to be,
SIN,
Your moft obedient
SO " Humble fervant,

Jan. 3d, 1793. - _
Joun BLUNT,

B3 LET:
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Thele are {furrounded by ftrong ligaments,
{o as to prevent the facro-iliac joints from
giving way, when a great weight is put on
the fhoulders.

The rump bone in young and middle-aged
{ubjetts moves 2 of aninch backward, when
the feces are expelled; but fometimes is
anchilofed with the {facrum, and lofes its mo-
bility, in women who marry late in life; fo
that the birth of (at leaft) the firft child 1s
rendered more lingering, if not more difi-
cult ; but they are feldom in danger on this
account, as the child’s head generally forces
the os coccygis (d) backward 'in its paffage,
and then the pelvis is enlarged to its natu-
‘ral fize, and the difficulty is removed.

The two pubis bones are joined together
before by cartilage (e), and this inarticulate
junétion is called fymphyfis pubis. 1 am alfo
aware that the feetal pelvis is not fo com-
pletely offified as the adult pelvis, which has
been defcribed ; but that circumftance has
very little to do with midwifery,

B 4 The

(d) Rump-bone. (e) Griftle,
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The fhape of the womb refembles a large
pear a little flattened ; and becomes more
globular as the feetus grows. The upper
and largefl part of it is called fundus uteri;
the lower and {maller part, cervix uteri (j);
and the mouth of it is called os uteri. It
is fufpended before and laterally, by three
chords or ligaments. It does not {tretch as
the feetus grows, but atually grows alfo;
and becomes nearly as diminutive as before,
in a few days after the child is born. The
womb’s mouth may be felt in the vagina, re~
fembling the mouth of a puppy, or of a tench;
wherefore fome call it os tince. I omit
the defcription of the ovaria and fallopian
tubes, having very little to do with mid-
wifery. _

The womb’s mouth clofes on .conception,
and generally remains in that ftate during
the time of geftation,

About the fourth month, the fundus of the
womb becomes too large to be contained in
the cavity of the pelvis, and therefore it rifes
into the cavity of the abdomen, where it re-

B 5 | mains

(i) Womb’s neck,
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mains till the delivery. This, women call,
quickemang. The feetus fwims in a fluid call-
ed liquor amnii, the whole time c:fgeﬁatiun;
which fluid is enclofed in a thin membrane
or bladder: thus the tender feetus is proteéted
from being injured by the preflure of the
abdominal mufcles, the abdominal vifecera (k)
and the internal part of the lumbar vertebre.

The placenta (1) adheres (when right) to
the fundus uteri; one end of the funis um-
bilicalis (m) is inferted into the placenta,
and the other end into the child’s navel ;
through which it 1s fuppoled to draw nourifh-
ment from the mother.

When a part of the amnios or chorion
happens to adhere to the child’s face in the
birthy the more enlightened matrons think it
an invaluable acquifition, as it renders its
owner an amphibious animal, and thus pre-
vents the poffibility of his being drowned.

Indeed there ought to be three or four
venders of cauls in every town throughout
the kingdom, for the public might derive
full as much benefit from them, as from the

fame

{k) Bowels. (I) After-burden, (m) Navel firing.
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fame number of men-midwives, and I really
lament their ignorance hereof.

Pardon this ironical digreflion, Sir ; I will
now take a little notice of the feetal {kull,
being an important part of the contents
of the gravid uterus. The head of a newly
born child is not completely oflified, the
{kull being compofed of feveral different
bones, with a future running betwixt each
of them; fo that the edges of the bones can
overfhoot each other in the birth, in order
to render it more eafy, by moulding the thape
of the head to the pelvis : and yct they do not
“overfhoot fo much as to allow the brain to
be compreffed, fo as to injure the child.

The large opening on the top of the head,
is called the anterior fontanel; the fmaller
one toward the back of the head is called
the poflerior jfontanel ; the anterior being
large, and furrounded by the angles of four
bones (n), is eafily diftinguithed from the
pofterior, which is fmaller, and is furrounded
by only three angles (o). If the head be

B 6 too

(n) Two frontal, and 2 parietal.
(o) Two pofterior angles of the parietals, and the cora
refponding point of the occipital bone,
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LETTER III.

STR, Ly -

I NOW proceed to thée Seconp thing pro-
pofed, namely, to confider the different
kinds of labours ; and I fhall begin with na-
tural labour, or births accomplifhed by the
powers of nature,-whether the head, breech,
or feet prefent. The operator’s bufinefs is
alfo to be confidered. I am not ignorant
that modern authors call thofe labours na-
tural on/y, where the occiput (p) prefents to
.the pubes, and the expulfion eof the child
and fecundines (q) is accomplifhed, without
any affiftance from the operator, within 24
hours. I alfo know that when (under the
fame circumftances) the time exceeds 24
hours, it 1s called lingering or laborious
labour. But I make no apology for treating
them otherwife. Labour having commen-
ced, the patient has grinding pains; which .
difpofe the os uteri to open, Sometimes
they open it to a fufficient extent for the
child to pafs through it, and then the forcing
pains expels it. Other times the violent
pains

(p) Back part of the head. (q) After-burden..
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pains come on very fuddenly, when the
womb’s mouth is not opened more than the
fize of a half-crown piece. The womb con-
tratts forcibly on the child, which increafes
the pains in number, duration, and power;
the membranes are thereby broken, the
water difcharges, and lubricates the paflage ;
the prefenting part of the feetus defcends,
whether it be head, breech, or feet, and the
child is at length expelled by thefe different
powers of nature. I need not dwell ]ﬂngef
on the difference (in nature, continuation,
and office) of the two kinds of pains; the
variety being too great to be committed to
paper. I only remark, that in general, the
grinding pains commence with the ¢oloured
difcharges ; and that {purious pains continue
much longer than real labour pains, return-
ing irregularly, without dilating the os uters.
 After the expulfion of the feetus, there
arc generally a few gentler pains, which ex-
pel the placenta, and then the labour is
finilhed. Sometimes it follows the child
in five minutes, other times not till one, two,

or three hours,
Thus
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Thus much for what I call Natural
Labour. _

I am now to defcribe what a man-midwife
has to do herein.

When he arrives, he afks his patient how
fhe is, obferves her pains a few minutes, and
then thinks it high ume to try one. If the
hufband be prefent, his firft bufinefs is to
get him out of the room. This is generally
done, by his receiving a wink, a nod, or a
whifper, from one of the females who had
engaged kerfelf feveral months before-hand
to affift at the labour, with a defign to [atisfy
her curiofity. - Dr. Buchan (in his Domelftic
Medicine) makes the following pertinent
remark concerning this pernicious cuftom.

¢ We cannot help taking notice of that
¢ ridiculous cuftom, which fill prevails in
¢ fome parts of the country, of colletting a
¢ number of females together upon fuch oc-
cafions. Thefe, inftead of being ufeful,
ferve only to croud the houfe. Befides,
they hurt the patient with their noife, and
often, by their untimely and impertinent
advice, do much mifchief.’

But you know, Sir, prudence forbids the
male-

L ]
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hear of their abufing the confidence repofed
in them ; of which more hereafter. They
are as znmocent as & Monk in a female con-
vent ; or an Italian Cicifbeo, when drefling
and undrefling his lady, the hufband being
about his bufinefs in the counting-houfe,
or on the exchange. In fhort, Sir, I think
they may be compared to any effeminate
men, except the Eunuchs in a feraglio.

Secondly, the female attendants would
blufh more to fee the patient’s own hufband
during the labour, than to fee a {core of
medical men or boys in the room.

Thirdly, hufbands knowing the truth of
“thefe obfervations, ought to place the utmof
confidence in an Accoucheur, though he be
fingle, fprightly, in the bloom of life, and
does not bear the beft charatter in the world
with refpeét to a certain vice, that feldom
troubles young men; and though the patient
may happen to be alfo very young and beau-
tiful. Neither the novelty nor beauty of the
objett can at all affeét fuch a young male-
midwife, no not even in the early part of the
labour, when there is nothing to excite dif-
‘guft. Sothathe will not be tempted to take

a peep
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eertainly be done by a man or a boy in pre-
ference to an experienced midwife, for
decency’s fake. |

He then puts one hand under the bed-
cover, and on examination perceives the 08
uteri opening, and the head prefenting in
the moft favourable manner; that is, with
the face turning toward the concavity of the
facrum : this he knows by feeling the polte-
rior fontanel ; the fagittal future running
nearly backward. Or perhaps he finds the
prelentation to be juil the reverfe, by feeling
the anterior fontanel, and the [agittal future
running toward the middle of the facrum.
He then knows that the-birth will not be
quite fo cafy as in.the former cafe; but
on either occafion it is his duty to wait the
iffue, and not attempt to hurry the bufinefs.
If he at firft cannot feel the prefenting part,
he waits till the womb’s mouth be more
dilated, and the child be delcended lower in
the pelvis.

You know, Sir, this bufinefs is performed
with the fore-finger of the right hand, the
woman lying on her left fide, near the foot
or fide of the bed, having her knees drawn

up.
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difcharge; or if /is. prefence have driven
the pains away, which 1s a very common
cafe, he returns home, as well as the cari-
ous and officious females; each party being
greatly difappointed, and defiring to be called
in good time when the figns of labour re-
appear.

If it be real labour, he ftays, tries pains
in what pofition Ze pleafes, and as often as
he pleafes ; but ali this does not forward the
labour one jot.

At length the pains force the head into
the cavity of the pelvis, till it refts, or rather
prefles on the perinzum ; the man-midwife
“then takes a cloth in his left hand, which he
keeps. tightly preffed againft the perinzum
(left it fhould be torn) till the head and
fhoulders be expelled ; if the pofterior fon-
tanel prefent, the occiput comes out under
the arch of the pubis, and wvice verfa. If
on examination he find the breech prefent-
ing, the pelvis large, and the woman’s pains
ftrong, he has nothing to do but receive the
child, as in the former cales. He knows
the breech from the head by its foftnefs, by
the parts of generation, and by the meco-

- nium,
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child. If there be, it is generally managed
juft the fame as the firft, wbich it follows,
and both the placentas are molily expelled
after the fecond child is born, as they are
{eldom difunited. He can tell if there be
not another child, by the foftnefs and fmall-
nefs of the abdomen.

There being no other child in the womb,
he waits till nature expels the placenta;
during which time (if long) he examines the
child, to fee [h:—lt}t be perfett, and not hurt
in the birth. The placenta being expelled,
he puts it in a pot, puts a dry cloth to the
pa;tiﬂnt, and retires. The hufband 1s then
permitied to fee his wife, the operating gen-
tleman having fir/t congratulated her on her
{afe delivery, for which fhe thanks him more
than God, believing that fhe is indebted to
his care, {kill, dexterity, and tendernefs, for
the eale and fafety which fhe experiences.

Excufe the prolixity of this letter, and
believe me to be

Your moft obedient humble {ervant.

LET-
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He further fays, Cafe I. Colletion 14.
For although it is commonly faid, that
fuch a woman was laid by fuch a perfon,
the delivery is generally performed by the
labour-pains ; and if we wait with paTi=-

in

Y
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¢ ENcE, Natureof HERSELF will do the work.’

I fhall next quote the opinion of another
of your countrymen, who, though a medical
man, has juft the {fame opinion of male-
midwifery, as I have, and thoufands of huf-
bands befides. See Dr. Buchan’s Domeftic
Medicine, on child-birth; ¢ Nature,zf LEFT
* {0 herfelf, will feldom fail to expel the
¢ feetus.’

Hereto I fhall add the teftimony of your
friend Dr. Ofborn, (Effays on the Prattice
of Midwifery, page 34.) ¢ For whether at
¢ the commencement of labour, or at the
firft opening of the os uteri by the mem-
¢ branes and waters, or the firft entrance of
¢ the child’s head into that part, or indeed
¢ during its whole progrels through the
¢ cavity of the pelvis, every interference,
¢ or pretended affiftance, is equally injuri-
¢ ous, and cannot be beneficial.’

Now, Sir, let us afk counfel of a Woman
G, . Ié=
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relpetting this matter ; a woman whofe prac-
tice was much more extenfive than your’s, I
prefume*,

[ 2

¢ She will give him credit for what he has
appeared to do for her; and meafure her
fenfe of acknowledgment, by the pain of
which fhe will {fuppofe he has helped to
rid her; and in her joy at her delivery,
would think it even an ingratitude, to liften
to {uggeftions from others (or even from
himlelf) that thould tend to diminifh, ex-
plain away, or (may be) reduce to nothing,
the benefit fhe fo vainly imagines was Ais
work.’ '
And page 157, the adds, € Then it is that
the mother is naturally in a rapture of joy
at her deliverance, which fhe never re-
members but with gratitude, and of which
fhe only miftakes the objett, by paying to
the operatar, what (in fatt) was due to na--
ture; then it is, I fay, that the mother, ;
father, or parties concerned (for want of
making due allowances in a point they are
{o excufable for not underftanding) cor-
dially join the felf-applaufe of the man-
| - ¢ mid-
* Nihell’s Midwifery, p. 155.
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¢ midwife.” I have not quoted the opinion
of thefe authors, in order to convince you of
a truth which you are prattically acquainted
with, but with a defign to counteratt the
{fophiftry of men-midwives, who are perpetu-
ally urging r1cu females not to employ their
own fex to deliver them ; pretending that no
woman is [afe in ¢hezr hands, becaule they do
not underftand anatomy. How much general
anatomy is wanted in the prattice of mid-
wifery, I fthall confider hereafter. Permit me
now to join your teftimony to thofe already
quoted, as a confirmation of what I advanced
concerning the powers of nature, being fuffi-
cient for the expulfion of the feetus (without
the leaft aid) gg times in 100. In the cafe
of Nelly Sanderfon, you fay, page 115,
¢ The width’ (of the pelvis) € at the brim, as
¢ nearly as I and my fon could judge, was
¢ UNDER THREE INCHES,’
Page 117, you fay ¢ She was delivered of
a male child, BY THE POWERS OF NATURE
‘ aronNi.” And page 118, ¢ My fon mea-
¢ fured the head in the prefence of Mr.,
¢ Woodford, with a pair of callipers, and
* found that it meafured from one parietat
C 2 : ¢ pro-
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protuberance (r) to the other three inches
and three quarters, and from the frontal (s)
to the occipital bone (t) four inches and
three quarters. The offifications appeared
as complete as ufual.

¢ The woman recovered very well, and
walked 6 miles on the eleventh day after
her delivery.’

¢ I might add to thele cales {feveral others,
where the deformity of the pelvis feemed
to be fuch, that, according to your data *,
the head of the child fhould have been
opened at the secinNiING of labour; but
where, by having patiently ALLoWED t/e
powers of nature to produce their full effeft,
the delivery was accomplifhed with [afely
BOTH TO THE MOTHER AND CHILD,’
Ah, Sir, that is the rock whereon fo many

helplefs babes are wrecked! That ¢ wailing
patiently’ (in a lingering labour) requires a
great deal of felf-denial in a man who is fent
for to attend another labour, where he ex-
peéts a good fee; elpecially if he have got Dr.

Low-

(s) Side bone of the fkull. (s) Forehead. (t) Hind head.

* Addrefling Dr. Ofbomn.
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Lowder’s Lever in his pocket, to force down
the head with, of which I fhall treat more
fully hereafter : whereas a female operator
is obliged to wait NATURE’s fime, whatever
fhe may lofe by it, having no inftrument but

her hand.
I am perfuaded, Sir, had male-midwives
been fathionable during the bondage, exo-
dus, and travels of the Ifraelites through the
wildernels, we fhould have {een a very diffe-
rent account of their immenfe number; all of
whom were brought, or rather received into
the world, by women who were obliged to wait
with patience, having no inftruments to for-
ward the bufinefs with. I do not fay they are
‘never ufeful, but your two countrymen have
proved that it feldom happens. And furely
there can need no better proof of it than
your own words, that a head three inches and
lhree quarters wide was (by having pATIENT-
LY waited the vuLL effell of the powers of
nature) born without the application of any
infirument, though the pelvis was under three
tnches ; and yet the woman was able to walk
fix miles on the eleventh day, though 40
years of age.—Query, Could fhe have done
C3 | 1t
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it after being affifled in the birth by thef;zmaus
Lever 2

-1 fhall not now take notice of your fon’s
dexterity, when he wounded the two parietals
of Mrs. Gray’s child’s head therewith, in a
(feemingly) lefs difficult cafe than Nelly San-
derfon’s; but having explained and proved
the ability of Nature, when LE¥T Z0 herfelf,

I have the honour to {ubfcribe myfelf;
SiR,

~ Your moft obedient humble {‘er?am.
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SIR,

NOW proceed to explain what I call

Manvar LaBour.

Firft, When the feet prefent, with the
heels toward the mother’s back, it 1s the
operator’s duty to turn its toes toward that
part, and then he treats the cafe as before
mentioned ; that s, he only fupports the
perinzeum, and receives the child as nature
expels it. Batif the mother’s pains fail, or
her pelvis be deformed, or very fmall, or if
the head be uncommonly large and much
offified, the operator affifts the expulfion in
- proportion to the refiftance, with his hands
only, laying hold of the child clofe to the
woman's parts.

Secondly, If the woman’s powers be infuf-
ficient to expel the child, when the breech
prefents, the operator affilts with his hands,
drawing down firft one leg and then the other.
But I cannot believe the dlunt hook (which
has {fo often been ufed in this cafe) is at all
neceflary ; asa handkerchief may always be
got over the thigh, to pull down the firft leg ;

C 4 ‘ which
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which may be prevented from returning, by
the noofe of a garter or fillet being flipped
over it.

Thirdly, 1f the arm or fhoulder prefent,
the operator knows the hand from the foot ;
and he alfo knows the fhoulder from the
head or breech, by its taking up lefs room in
the pelvis. So that whether the prefentation
be the arm or the fhoulder, # is his duty to
turn the child, and bring it by the feet, as in
a foot cafe. This is very eafily done, if
undertaken before the water be dilcharged
from the uterus; but if not, it is difficult and -
laborious to the operator, and painful to the
mother, as well as dangerous to both mother
and child. 7The womb contratlts violently
on the child, fo that it is feldom born alive ;
and there is danger of tearing the womb, if
the operator be not very cautious. For thefe
reafons, no midwife, male or female, ought
to be employed, who cannot turn a foetus In
utero. ;

Fourthly, When a dangerous flooding
comes on in labour, before the head be de-
{cended into the pelvis, it may be deemed a

manual labour ; becaufe the child ought to
be
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be turned and brought by the feet, in order
that the womb may contraét, and its veflels
be clofed, as foon as poffible, as the beft means
to ftop the hemorrhage, and fave the woman’s
life. The fame method fhould be purfued
when parturient convulfions attack the pa-
tient violently.

Fifthly, When the pains do not expel the
placenta within two or three hours after the
child is born, owing to its extraordinary ad-
hefion to the uterus, or to its retention by
méans of an irregular contration of the
womb, it is the operator’s duty to deliver it
manually. |

“When it adheres to the uterus, and does
not feparate by a few gentle pulls at ‘the fu-
nis, he introduces his hand into the uterus
(being guided by the navel-ftring), till he
finds its infertion into the after-burthen; if
it be not feparated from the womb, he peels
it off with his fingers, taking care not to tear
off a part of the inner furface of the womb
with it.  If it be feparated, but detained by
the womb’s contratting in the middle like an
hour-glafs, he introduces his hand beyond
the contralled part, into what may (then) be

Cs ‘called
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called the upper chamber of the womb, and
has nothing more to do but lay hold of it,
and take it away.

Lafily, When the navel-firing prefents,
(owing to a premature rupture of the mem-
branes), it may be called a Manual Labour.

When the operator finds the funis below
the head, the head being above the brim of
the pelvis, he ought to roll it up in a linen
rag, and return it, which generally prevents
its coming down again in the fubfequent
pains ; but if it does not anf{wer the defired
end, it is his duty to turn the child and bring
it by the feet in order to fave its life; for if
the navel firing be long comprefled between
the head and the bones of the pelvis, it ftops
~ the circulation of the blood which comes
from the mother, and kills the child. This
cafe feldom occurs, except it be by the im-
prudence of the operator in breaking the
membranes to haften the birth, or trying
~ too many pains, and that during the conti-
nuance of the pains; for though the funis
will fwim down paft the head in the current
of water, when the waters are difcharged
before the head defcends low enough to fill

e -
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up the fuperior aperture of the pelvis, the
membranes (if the child be alive) very rarely
break of their ow~ accord, when the head is
above the brim of the pelvis.

Thus have I confidered Manual Labours.
The rupture of the womb fo {eldom happens
by the efforts of nature, that it needs not
be noticed here, '

I fhall now draw a few inferences from
this, and the two preceding letters.

Inference firft. If even a manual labour
does not happen once in one hundred births,
which I have proved from the writings of
Dr. Smellie, who was a great advocate for
inftruments ; every modeft woman who wifhes
to preferve her hufband’s affeftions, and has
no reafon to expeét a difficult labour, ought
to engage a {kilful midwife in preference to
a man : for though a hufband may preiend to
approve of unneceflary male praétice, he has
not a better opinion of his wife for fubmitting
to it ; he knows there may be much improper
intercourfe between a man-midwife and his
patient, when there i1s no criminal connec=
tion : yea, he knows that midwifery is a
pra€tice too inpEceNT for men to purfue

C6 . (how-
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(however decentlythey may acquit themfelves)
when difficulty does not render male aid
ABsoLUTELY neceflary. No fenfible hul-
band can brook an accefs to his wife’s perfon
in common with men-midwives, men-ftay-
makers, men-mantua-makers, &ec. therefore
if women would induce their hufbands to
keep their matrimonial engagements, they
ought not to provoke them to a breach there-
ofy by a wanton and unneceffary expofure of
the moft facred part of their perfons to men-
midwives ; which (to my certain knowledge}
has orren produced difcord in families;
befides the evil tendency of holding out {uch

a pernicious example to adult daughters.
Inference fecond. If the poor be fafely de-
livered by midwives, both at their own habi-
tations and in the lying-in hofpitals, though
they have many more preternatural labours
than the rich, owing to the laborious exer-
cile which they are obliged to take, every
-mopEesT rich female ought to employ her
own fex, or be athamed to fhew her face
among thofe who do ; efpecially as fhe can
afford to keep a man in waiting, in cafe any
difficulty fhould happen which the midwife
Call-
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cannot manage ; though there is generally
time enough to procure one in fuch cafes.

In the name of reafon, let all charitable
inflitutions employ men to deliver poor
women, if midwives be not as fafe ; if they
be (which experience daily confirms), let the
rich employ them, and prove that the prefent
generation is as modeft as our great-grand-
mothers were, who never fent for a man,
but in difficult cafes. A man midwife is an
unheard-of animal, in nine tenths of the
globe.

Inference third. If {kilful midwives be ca-
pable of managing gg cales in 100, is it not
lamentable that there are g9 men-midwives
for one midwife ? and that the male praétiti-
oners are {till increafing, infomuch that five
new ones (fome men, and fome boys) have
fet up in one ftreet near my houfe, within
200 yards of each other, during the laft fix
months ?

Thus many females are (in fome meafure)
OBLIGED to employ men, contrary to their
inclinations, becaule there are very few fkil-

ful midwives, elpecially in the country, and

ignorant ones I am no advocate for, any
more
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more than ignorant Accoucheurs, with which
England abounds.

Inference fourth. I1f male midwifery be an
indecent and effeminate employment, when
unneceflary, every man-midwife who gets
a living by it, ought to be looked upon as
injurious, rather than ufeful to fociety; for
though fathion fanéttions his trade, neither
reafon nor common fenfe can juftify it.

Inference fifth. Are notthofe hufbands who
are contented to have their wives pulled
about by men midwives unneceflarily, worthy
to be crowned with afs’s ears, though not
entitled to cuckold’s horns ?

Inference fixth. 1s thofe women’s modefty
{purious or genuine, who employ men to
deliver them in eafy labours, in preference to
{kilful midwives who (they know) have deli-
vered many of their more modeft neighbours
fafely ? :

Let it be remembered, thefe inferences do
not apply to women who cannot obtain a good
midwife, or who have difficult labours ; nor
do they apply to the hufbands of fuch women.

Inference feventh. Is it not the duty of all
modeft women and their hufbands, to unite

their
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their efforts to abolith fuch an indecent
prattice, by endeavouring to eftablith and
fupport an inftitution for the inftruétion of
female praétitioners, who might deliver poor
women gratis during the latter part of their
fiudies ? Thus charity and modefty would
be fupported and promoted at the fame time,

Inference laft. Women (when properly in-
ftruéted) being as capable of turning a child
as men, are not thofe teachers of the art who
take 12 guineas from each female pupil, and
do not teach them how to turn, guilty of all
the injury which happens in confequence of
their ignorance ?

As I fhall refume fome of thele particulars
in the latter part of the work, I fhall quit
them at prefent,

And have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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LETTER V1

SIR,

YOU doubtlefs rejoice that I have been

fo fimple as to acknowledge the inca-
pacity of women to manage preternatural
cales, that being an argument in favour of
male prattice. Let me beleech you, Sir, to
fulpend your joy till we meet again on the
fubjett, under the fifih head ; where 1 fhall
prove, that much more mifchief has been
done by the inftruments of fkilful men, than
by the hands, or by the omiflions of ;gnorant
women ; and I fhall alfo take notice of the
ignorance of men midwives, and Zieir blun-
ders. 1 am now to confider what labours
require the ufe of the forceps, and how the
operator applies them ; but I muft firft de-
fcribe the inftrument itfelf.

The modern forceps are generally covered
with leather ; the blades are made of the beft
tempered fteel, about two inches wide at the
extreme point, and the width gradually de-
creafes all the way to the joint, which is very
fimple ; they have wooden handles, which

being prefled together when applied to the
child’s
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child’s head, over the ears, the blades en-
clofe the head faft-enough to affift the de-
livery, but do not comprels the parietal and
frontal bones, fo much as to injure the brain ;
being about three inches from the infide of
one blade to the infide of the other in the
wideft part, when the handles are clofed ;
and the curve is well adapted to the form of
the head.

The application of this inftrument is ne-
ceffary,

Firft, When there is a confiderabie difpro-
portion between the cavity of the mother’s
pelvis and the child’s head, fo that her vigo-
rous pains cannot expel it, the full effett of
them having been tried; and the re€tum and
bladder emptied, the firlt by clyfters, and the
latter with the catheter ¥ ; for a woman can
feldom make water when the child’s head
prefles againft the urethra. :

Whether the head be tumified, uncom-
monly large, or very much offified, fo that
the bones are too firm naturally to over-
fhoot each other ; or whether the mother’s

pelvis

# A filver inftrument to draw off water.
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pelvis be fmall, or deformed in the cavity ;
or whether there be no deformity, or natu-
ral defett in fize, but the os coccygis be an-
chilofed with the facrum, and will not move
backward as ufual ; the head muft be ex-
tratled with the forceps ; as improper delay
might throw the mother into a fever, or
perhaps her parts may be {fo much galled by
the long preffure of the head on them, as to
caufe a floughing of the vagina, bladder, or
reftum, and thus render her miferable during
her future life ; befides, too long delay en-
dangers the child’s life.

Secondly, The forceps are neceffary when
the pains cannot expel the head, owing to its
unfavourable pofition in the pelvis ; that is,
when the forehead prefents diagonally, or to
the fymphyfis pubis. |

Thirdly, When there are excrefcences in
the woman’s foft parts.

Fourthly, When they are unufually rigid.

Fifthly, When(owingto uterine weaknels)
the pains decline, though every other cir-
cumitance be favourable.

Sixthly, When the navel ftring is found

pul-
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pulfating below the head, after it has entered
the pelvis.
~Laftly, When dangerous hemorrhage, or
convulfions attack the woman, after the
child’s head has entered the pelvis, the pains
being weak. The application of the forceps
in thefe laft two cafes, depends on the im-
probability of a fpeedy delivery by the
powers of nature.

The forceps never ought to be appli¢d
fecretly, but the patient’s hufband (if at home)
ought to be confulted, and fhewn the nature
of their application. I difapprove of con-
{ulting officious and curious females on thefe
occafions; the huflband (whofe temporary
fervant the do€tor is, as BE pays his wages)
1s moft concerned in his wife’s fafe delivery,
and ought not to be treated as a cypher in
his own houle.

It is not to the credit of the late Dr.
Smellie to advife the clandeftine ufe of the
forceps, and to give diretions for the ac-
complifhment thereof, by 'hiding the two
blades between the bed-cloaths.

The bladder and reftum being emptied,
and the patient’s hufband confulted, the ope-

rator
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rator tries to touch one of the child’s cars
~ with his finger; which done,is a certain fign
that the head is {ufficiently low in the pelvis
to be enclofed by the two blades of the
forceps; he then cautioufly guides one blade
over the ear, keeping the point clofe to the
child’s head, left he fhould enclofle a part of
the womb’s mouth; and alfo keeping bhis
finger between the inftrument and the wo-
man’s parts, in order to avoid injuring them.
He then introduces the other blade (in like
manner) over the other ear, and afterwards
carefully locks them, fo as not to enclofe
any part of the mother. Laltly, he draws
gently from fide to fide, or rather from han-
dle to handle, in the line of the pelvis, fup-

porting the perineum with the other hand,
till the head be delivered, and nature gene-
rally finifhes the reft. Sometimes great
force is neceflary, but it ought to “be ufed
flowly, and increafed gradually; and the
operator fhould reft often, rather than fa-
tigue the patient. Few women are ftrong
enough to ufe the forceps when there 1s great
refiftance, though many may be able to apply
* them judicioufly, at leaft, much better than
agid-
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a giddy boy, who may pleafe to write MAN-
MIDWIFE, inftead of BOY-MIDWIFL,
over his door. At any rate, MEN are the
sost proper to ufe the forceps.

You perceive, Sir, I am no enemy to the
praftice of men on proPER occafions; but
he who fets up to attend natural labours, in
a town where there are fkilful midwives,
may as well cffer himfelf as a lady’s maid ;
nor would it be a more difgraceful employ-
ment. Nor am I an enemy to the ufe of
PROPER Inflruments on prRoPER occalions:
but I do not approve of their being uled for
the convenience and profit of the operator,
rather than the comfort and fafety of mother
and child.

Farar Lasours I enter upon with
reluflance. Firfl, Pelves which are fo {mall
at the upper aperture, owing to the projec-
tion of the true vertebrea (u), that the child’s
head can neither defcend into the cavity, nor
be drawn into it, when turned and brought by

the feet, require the deftruttion of the infant
to fave the mother.

Secondly,

{u} Spine of the loins,
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Secorndly, When the cavity of a pelvis
happens to be diftorted {o much that the head
cannot pafs through it, the child muft be
facrificed to fave the mother.

Thirdly, When the lower aperture of a -
pelvis is fo contracted, that the head cannot
be delivered with the forceps, the death of
the child muft purchafe the mother’s life. .

As fatal labours feldom occur, I fhall not
run into any more particulars ; only jult ob-
ferve, that the child thould never be deftroy-
ed too foon ; that is, before the operator 1is
fatisfied (from weighing every circumftance)
that it cannot be avoided; nor thould it be
delayed too long after it is judged neceffary,
left the mother fhould die through long
fatigue.

No certain rule can be laid down con-
éerning this, as much depends on the mother’s
ftrength to bear a long labour; the fize of
the child ; the mother having gone her full
time, or only feven months, &c. But gene-
rally fpeaking, it is allowed thata full grown
child can feldom be faved, where the upper
aperture of the pelvis is under 3 inches from
pubes to facrum, but that fmall feven months

children
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children have been born alive, when it has
been lefs than that.

What does the operator do herein ?—
Being affured that there is no remedy, but the
dreadful one of killing the child; having
found the pelvis large enough to extract the
child through, when the head fhali be redu-
ced ; and having (long before) emptied the
bladder, and reftum, to give the head every
poffible chance of defcendinginto the pelvis,
by means of long continued ftrong pains, but
finding all in vain, he informs the woman’s
_ bufband of his wife’s fituation, calls in ano-
ther to juftify his conduét, and whofe advice
he liftens to, after fAe alfo has examined the
patient ; being agreed that'the operation is
neceflary, he fends home for his perforating
fciffars, blunt hook, and crotchet.

Having received his inftruments, and
placed the woman in an advantageous po-
fition, he firft perforates the fkull with the
{ciffars, then fcoops out the brains with the
end of a table fpoon, and extraéts the cranial
bones. Ifthe pelvis be very fmall, it is com.
mon to leave the woman 24 hours, or more,
that the child may pumfy in this ftate, and

that
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that the body may be more ealily extrafled
with the crotchet, which is generally done,
by fixing it in the foramen magnum (u); ‘or
if that part’ cannot be found, the operator
tries to get fome other firm hold; always
keeping his hand in the vagina, oppofite the
point of the inftrument, that it may wound.
‘his hand rather than the woman, if it fhould
ilip.

If the pelvis be not very fmall, the ope-
ratton 1s generally finithed as foon as the
head is opened, without leaving the patient:

The fharp edges of the broken bones are

kept covered with the teguments, during the
extraftion, that they may not wound the
woman, ‘
- The extrafting inftrument is a piece of
fteel, about 11 inches long, having a f{mall
hook with a fharp point at one end, and a
large blunt hook at the other.

When there is not quite one inch and a
half from pubes to facrum, it is next to im-
poflible to extraét the fecetus through it, and
becomes ntceﬂ"ary to perform the Celarian

operation

{1) The hole which receives the fpine of the neck.,
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ration, (w) which preferves the child, but
generally deftroys the mother.

It is lamentable, thatin thofe parts of the
continent where the fuperftitious prejudices
of the Roman Catholic religion have prevail-
ed, many mothers have been deftroyed (by
this operation) to fave the child’s life ; when
the deftruétion of the child might have faved
the mother. It was done under the idea,
that all infants dying unbaptized were
damned.

‘Women have recovered from this opera-
- tion, when performed by midwives; Dr.
‘Smellie has recorded two or three fuch cafes;
and yet 1t-has feldom {ucceeded, when per-
formed by ablefurgeons,who aie certainly the
molt proper perfons to undertake it, as well
as the opening of a child’s head, and the fubfe-
quent extraction with the crotchet, Indeed,
I think it as prefumptuous for a midwife to
attempt either, as it is ridiculous for a man,
or a boy, to be {een fitting at the tail of a
mode/t woman, who has a natural labour.

D Here

{(w) Opening the woman’s abdomen to take the child out
of the womb,
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Here again, Sir, you perceive, I am no
enemy to the obftetric affiftance of furgeons
on proPER occaflions; but as Mrs. Nihell
obferves, the very term of man mid-wife is
as abfurd and inexplicable as that of woman
coach-man. Therefore the thoufands of
gilt boards in this kingdom, which contain
the ambiguous demi-malculine and demi-
feminine word, ought to be pointed at by
every sENsiBLE paffenger.

Pardon me, Sir, I only mean that the word
1s ambiguous as to its etymology, for I think
it isa very good term to reprefent thofe com-
pound animals who ufurp a bufinels fo proper
for women, and in every refpett fo unfit,
improper, and indecent for men to puriue.

I am perfettly of Mrs. Nihell’s opinion,
that fuch a man ought to be treated with as
much indignity, as if he undertook to clear-
ftarch, hem a ruffle, or make a bed; yea,
and with much greater; becaufe in all thefe
he is not called to handle the facred parts of
other men’s wives.

Again, [fage-femme is the French word for
midwife, and I think fage-homme (wile, or
cunning man) is a very appofite term for

’ ' man-
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man-midwife, as thereis no other {et of men
who poflefs a fufficient degree of wildom, or.
cunning, to enable themto get free accefs to
the perfons of fo many fine women, to get
their £Zind hufbands out of the room ¢4en, and
to get well paid for their peceping into the
bargain.

Two INFERENCES fhall conclude this
letter.

Firfl, If it require fo much deliberation
before the life of a mother or child be de-
{troyed, no woman runs the fmalleft rifque
by befpeaking a midwife, as there is plenty
of time to call in male aid, after sue per-
ceives that the pelvis is deformed, and the
child does not advance by the ftrong pains.
Should a violent flooding happen when the
child’s head 1s in the pelvis, a midwife can as
foon procure a furgeon and his forceps, as a
man-midwife can obtain his forceps; for no
man takes them in his pockets when firft call-
ed to a labour; but fends for them on per-
ceiving that they will be wanted. They are
not WANTED once in 300 labours, but they
are useDp much oftener.

Secondly, How abfurd it is to hear females

D2 who
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who have natural labours, fay, ¢ I might
« bave been delivered much fooner, but the
« Dotlor did not come in time.” Or, ¢ I am
¢ {furemylabourwould have been {oonerover,
¢ if I had been attended by a man inftead
¢ of a woman;’ when every wife knows how
frequently children are born before kelp (as
they falfly call an operator in natural labours)
arrives, in {pite of all the woman’s endea-
vours to prevent it, This clearly fhews that
nature does the work, which I have proved
from the writings of the moft eminent in the
profeffion, and that (g9 times in 100) nature
needs only to be fuperintended, but not to be
aided. '

That many men have a 4nack of finifhing
natural labours quicker than nature herfelf,
I readily grant; but that either mother or
child, or both, pay dearly for this mafculine
dexterity, I fhall hereafter prove.

Having gone through the confideration of
the different kinds of labour, and the ma-
nagement thereof, I wilh hereafter to be un-
derftood as referring to Natural and Manual
Labour, whenever I ufe the term Midwifery;

becaufe I confider the management of them
to
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to belong to women. Fatal and inftrumen-
tal labours ought to be attended by furgeons;
therefore I fhail diftinguifh their bufinels
therein from the praétice of midwifery, by
calling it oBsTETR1C furgery ; as the ufe of
the forceps, embryulcia (x), and the Cefari-
an operation, have no more connettion with
the regular prattice of midwifery than litho-
tomy (y) has.

I have the honour to be, 8¢,

23 LET.

(x) Killing the child 1x urero, and extra&ing it with
the crotchet.

(y) Cutting for the ftone,
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profitable labour ; and if no misfortune hap-
pen in confequence of the boy’s inexperience,
there may not be much harm in thefe puerile
exploits ; for after the lad has told all he
Jaw 1n the labour room, to the young grocer,
draper, &c. who are his infeparable compa-
nions, he thinks very little more about it.
If there be any thing too difficult for bim,
he fends for his mafter to manage it, and the
patient is fatished ; efpecially as fhe has the
pleafure to reflett, that fhe has had the fer-
vices of two males for the fee of one, and
has not been teazed by a fumbling midwife.

This then is the firft ftage of obftetric edu-
cation. After the young tyro has learned
the praéfice of midwifery during his appren-
ticefhip, he next goes to London or Edin-
burgh to ftudy the ¢keory of it: therefore,

Secondly, Before he finifhes his anatomical
ftudies, he fubfcribes for two or three courfes
of obftetric lettures, and pays his part toward
the expences of the lying-in patients, and
then commences his career.

Now, Sir, what do you think of the de-
cency of procuring L1vine females, for thele
boys to learn to ufe the catheter upon? Are

D 4 there
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there no dead female fubjeéts to be found
in any of the diffeéting rooms? Have tkey no
urethras, nor bladders? Or is it really more
decent to pratlife on living fubjeéts than on
dead ones? '

I do not fay that you recommend drawing
oft water to be learned on the temporary in-
habitants of the hofpital; but 1 know thofe
~who do.

Again, What do you think, Sir, of the
decency of a touching le€ure ?

Is it proper to convene a number of preg-
nant women, for the purpofe of being exa-
mined all round by each pupil, in a ftanding
pofture, both on the abdomen, and per vagi-
nam? Are not thefe women treated with lefs
“decency than a farmer would treat his mare
or his cow, who wifhed to examine if fhe
carried young ?

Pray, Sir, whatis the ufe of this faid fouch-
ing 2 Why, it is defigned to.qualify men to
inform modef women, whofe ufual fyftem is
a little deranged, and who cannot bear a
midwife who has born half a dozen children
to be their cafuift, whether they are breeding

or not, and how far gone. 1 fay, it-is for
the
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the purpofe of qualifying thefe boys to fatisfy
the curiofity of women, alias female brutes,
who are fufficiently fathionable to be beyond
the reach of vulgar cenfure, and who have
floically forgotten to blufh, unlefs it be by the
affiftance of rouge. Women who trample
on the laws of decorum, and under the pro-
teCtion of matrimony, ftare chaftity out of
countenance.

Are fuch ltemales proper companions for
others, who patiently wait two or three
months after they think they have conceived,
till they can determine the matter without
the help of a midwife doétor to examine them,
firlt by the nipples, then by the vagina and
rettum, and laftly by the abdomen, ftanding
or lying, according to the advice of Dr.
Smellie ? It is certainly the inTEREsT oOf
accoucheurs to banifh modefty from the fair-
{ex, becaule it is by this mean only that man-
midwifery can be continued : Hence the rule
among them to alk women certain queftions
when the hufbands are not within hearing ;
inftead of making the hufband the mean of
intelligence. Why do they not afk fuch
queftions in the hufband’s prefence ? Or elfe

D5 alk
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alk the hufband inftead of the wife? The
reafon is obvious; they take this firfl ftep
(under the protettion of their profeffion)
in order to break females in, and prepare
them for a reception of their obftetric fer-
vices.

I fay this is done under the proteftion of
their profeflion, as the hufband would cer-
tainly chaftife any other man, who dared to
ufe fuch indecent language to his wife.

But to refume the fubjeét : I do not charge
Dr. Hamilton with a Touching Leéture; but
I affure you, Sir, I know thofe who have at-
tended them in London.

At any rate, I think le¢turers fhould con-
tent themfelves with teaching their male-
pupils the increafe and elevation.of the
gravid uterus; and as no fingle-man ought
to praétife midwifery, let pupils fufpend their
touching till they get married, and can exer-
cife it lawfully. Neither do I think it law-
ful for aAxy man to ufe the catheter on a
woman, being a bufine{s proper for females
only to exercife. What do you think, Sir,
of a woman being expofed to the rurLL view

of a man, the parts being fo fwelled that he
can-
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cannot find the meatus urinarius without
ocular afliftance ? and at the fame time not
in labour, but unable to pals her water feve-
ral days after delivery.

And pray, Sir, why do not obftetric le€tu-
rers teach women how to do this, {ince 1t
may be learned in halfan hour ? Ts the ana-
tomy of the bladder and urethra fo abfirufe,
that women have not a capacity to learn it?
So you would perfuade your patients ;

¢ Till their 2w hufbands, gull’d by e##s like zbefe,
«« Grow gentle, tractable, and tame as gee/e.*”

So much fot the fecond ftage of obftetric
education; I fhall now open the grand
{cene. You remember, Sir, it was a rule
with the late Dr. Smellie, to have his pupils
prefent at the delivery of his poor holpital
patients, and alfo of poor women at their
own dwellings : the following are his own
words. ¢ In that feries of courfes, one
¢ thoufand one hundred and fifty poor wo-
* men have been delivered in the prefence
¢. of thofe who attended me, over and above

D 6 ' ¢ thofe

* January and May, line 270.
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¢ thole difficult cales to which we are often
¢ called by midwives*,’ Now, Sir, we will
enquire, how Dr. Smellie and thefe fwarms
of male pupils that attended together were
employed ; and for this purpofe alfo I fhall
quote Dr. Smellie’s own words.

¢ Her breech being moved toward the
« bed-fide, fome of the gentlemen kept her
¢ in that pofition.” See Collettion 25, Num-
ber 2, Cafe 3.

¢ In the year 1749, I, with my pupils, at-
¢ tended one of our women in Drury-lane.’
¢ But we were 4/l miftaken as to the pofi-
tion of the head; for 7, as well as my pupils,
imagined, that, as the head was fo low, &c.”
¢ I had her put in the fame pofition, and
¢ applied the forceps in the fame manner as
¢ in the aforementioned cafe. I then pulled
¢« gently every pain, and the woman being ex-
‘ pofed to_fhew the operation, I was furprized
to fee what I imagined the occiput come
¢ along from under the pubes, &ec.” See
Cafe III. Collettion 28.

Oh the modeff Dr. Smellie! he firft per-

- ‘mitted

. ™

* Preface to his Midwifery,
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mitted all his pupils to examine the patient,
and then uncovered her during the operation
with the forceps, that they a// might fee the
child’s entrance into the world.

But I will quote another cafe or two.
A woman in the year 1743 belpoke me to
attend her. I had the patient laid fupine,
acrofs the bed, and her legs fupported by
two of my pupils.” See Col. 23, N° 1,
Cafe II.

¢ As the midwives and genilemen could
‘ not feel any part of the child prefent, they
¢ fufpe&ed it would be a preternatural cafe,
¢ and fent forme.” See Col. 23, Cafe 5, N9 1.
¢ Being called in the year 1743, to a woman
¢ in St. Alban’s ftreet, &c.’ ¢ Jwas obliged
¢ to turn her on her back, and acrofs the
¢ bed, with her breech to the fide, and her
¢ legs lupported by two affiftants.” See Col.
s NP 3 ' Cafe 1.

It appears-that the do&tor was not o0bliged
to pull this woman about in this manner, as
there were two females prefent, who were
much more proper for that talk than the
dottor. Befides, it would have been more
~decent to call the woman’s hufband up to

do

L]
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- do it, if at home.. But you know, Sir, huf-
bands are very inconuenient in labour rooms,
as they might Aappen to be a little angry at
Jeeing their wives turned into one pofition
after another, by the dotlor; and then ex-
amined, and their legs fupported by his
pupils, and finally, furned bare, and expofed
to the eyes of all prefent. Therefore, Sir,
let the prefent cuftom be continued, per-
{uade hufbands that none but medical high-
priefts muft enter the fanttum fanétorum, and
that it is quite indecent for the patient’s own
hufband to attend the birth of his own child.
Tell them that it Is {rue courage in a hufd

~ kand, to f{ly from his wife's diltrefls, while
her mother, or fifter flies to 1it. Tell them,
that hulbands muft affeét to be quite un-
manned when their wives are in labour, and
muft fay they cannot withftand the {cene.
Tell them, they ought to run out of fight, if
their wives happen to fall into the water,
and by no means look fow another man
faves them. Tell them it is [purious fympa-
thy which approaches diftrefs; like that of
the Virgin Mary, who flood by the crofs,

when her fon was dying in fuch agonies..
/ Or
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Or like that of the Samaritan, who took care
of the wounded f{tranger; and don’t forget
to tell them, that the prieft and the Levite
who would not go near him, atted nobly.

If a woman in labour want any encourage-
ment, you know, Sir, ker hufband is the
moft improper perfon in the world to impart
it, that being the do€tor’s province.

Indeed, Sir, there can be no occafion for
a hufband to attend his wife’s labour, in order
to protett her from the infults of her man-
midwife, becaufe there is no danger of pupils
being corrupted by the example of their
letturer. Medical men are as immaculate
as our firft parents were before their fall;
therefore Dr. Smellie’s pupils carried his
advice into their prattice, becaufe his own
prattice was {o confonant therewitiii.

¢ An accoucheur’ (fays he, defcribing the
qualifications of men-midwives) ¢ .ought to
att and fpeak with the utmoft delicacy of
decorum, and never violate the truft re-
pofed in him, fo as to harbour the leaft in-
decent or immoral defign, but demean
himfelf in all refpeéts fuitable to the dig-
nity of his profeflion.” Now, Sir, you plain-

ly
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ly perceive what the dottor meant by this
harangue ; or if you cannot underftand him,
I will endeavour to affift you therein.

He undoubtedly wifhed to tell his pupils,
that altho’ they had {een him uncover women
before them «ll, and turn and twift them ac-
cording to his own pleafure; at the fame
time permitting them (his pupils) to hold
their legs afunder, and examine them per
vaginam ; they muft take care to © aét with
¢ delicacy of decorum, and demean them-
¢ felves in all relpeéts {uitable to the dignity
¢ of their profeflion ;>—— whenever the huf-
band was prefent. A dignified profeffion
truly ! Dignified by aétions which the mafter
of a brothel would blufh at. '

And are thefe the men to whofe hands 1
am compelled (by the laws of fafhion and
cuftom) to commit the moft facred part of
my wife’s perfon, to treat it as they pleale;
not daring to vifit her, till they have done
with her? I once knew a man that afked
- leave of his wife’s accoucheur, to attend her
(his own wife) during her delivery. The
dottor anfwered, ¢ It is indelicate, Sir, and

¢ I advile you not to do it.’
My -
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My wife is now pregnant, Sir, and I af-
fure you, if I fhould fo far forget that I am
the mafter of my own houle, as to put {uch
a queftion to an accoucheur, when fhe is
delivered, I will carry the matter to its ne
plus ultra, and by no means prefume to re-
vifit her bed, at the end of the month, till I
have obtained the dottor’s leave {o to do.

You muft be convinced, that it 1s improper
(on many accounts) for hufbands to attend
their wives’ labours, when they employ men-
midwives ; and that the requifition of the:r
abfence, was from the beginning, and ftill is,
a very wife and prudent meafure ; for which
I fhall give you f{till better reafons hereafter.
In the mean time,

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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LETTER V1

SIR,

HAVE juft been thinking, it might have
~ been full as modeft, if Dr. Ofborn had
not {uffered his 3o pupils to examine Eliz.
Sherwood when fhe was in labour; as his
own defcription of her cafe would have
anfwered the fame purpofe. But it feems
Dr. Smellie was by no means fingular in
drilling his o/ fetric recruits to face any thing,
and go through thick and thin, when called
to withftand a troop of petticoats. Poor
bafhful young gentlemen! they certainly
ftart at a flafh in the pan on their firfl en-
trance among the delicate corps ; but they are
not fent into the field of pratlice, till they
be qualified to march to the female tent
without difmay.

- 1 {fhall now confider, how far your mode
of teaching midwifery to young men, 1s con-
fiftent with decency.

In the cale of Mrs. Gray, you obferve,
that two of your pupils waited on her, name-
ly, Dr. Daly and Dr. Ball; that the former
was prefent at her preceding labour (by

Javour
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favour of another praélitioner) and knew
her again; that your fon alfo attended her
at the requeflt of Dr. Daly. Another time
fhe was attended by Mr. Cathcart and Mr.
Woodford, being two of your pupils. = Here
then we find, no lefs than fx men are as well
acquainted with Mrs. Gray’s perfon as her
awn hufband is, and all this perfetlly con-
fiftent with ob/fletric decency.

In the cale of Nelly Sanderfon, who was
admitted into the lying-in-ward of the Royal
Infirmary, Saturday, May 12, 1792, you
obferve, the pupils of your clafs were fent
for, although the os uteri was only beginning
to dilate. Though 40 years old, and ricketty,
. the pupils muf be admitted to her in the
very beginning of her lingering labour.

You alfo fay, that on the 23d, at eleven
o'clock at night, your {on requefted, that the
gentlemen attending might leave her to the
care of the matron of the ward all night, that
fhe might not be fatigued by their enquiries,
nor overheated by their crowding the room.

You then proceed to oblerve, that in the
morning of the 24th, the matron, obferving
an alteration in the child’s pofition, defired

the
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the pupils to be immediately called. Now,
Sir, are you perfeitly fatisfied, that it is con-
fiftent with both decency and fafety, to fend
a number of young men to examine a poor
creature in labour when they pleafe ? I fup-
pole this is what you mean, by the term,
¢ fatiguing enquiries.” Does not {uch over-
heating, and fuch crowding often produce a
fever, from which the patient does not al~
ways recover ?

Does not the fight of fo many males, long
before the forcing _pains commence, add
mental terror to bodily pain? If the ap-
proach of one flrange man retard the labour
(which before was in a promifing and forward
flate) which has often been the cafe, what
effeét muft the prefence and repeated exami-
nations of 40 or 50 mad-headed young fel-
lows have ? Is not the os uteri, and alfo the
os externum rendered rigid, by making fo
free with them? Are not the membranes
often prematurely broken by the fame means?
In fhort, Sir, do you think it decent and
becoming, to {uffer {uch a number of young
men to be in a room with a woman in labour;

provided they do nothing but look on? Is it
not
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not treating a human being as 1f fhe were a
cow calving ?

You may be ready to fay, that pupils
ought to attend all the labours, in order to
learn how to manage the various kinds of
labour.

In anfwer to this, I obferve, they have no
occafion to learn natural and manual labours
at all, being the bufinefs of females. II they
muft do it, only one ought to be {ent to each
patient.

They have no occafion to learn the ufe of
the forceps on nature, as the machine 1s as
applicable to them. In thisparticular Dr’s.
Smellie and Ofborn perfetily agree with me.
¢ In the courfe of my letlures,” (fays Dr.
Smellie) ¢ almoft every obfervation has a
¢ reference to the working of thofe machines
¢ which I have contrived to refemble and
¢ reprefent real women and children ; and
¢ on which all the kinds of different labours
¢ are demonftrated, and even performed, by
¢ every individual ftudent, ¥’

¢ He

-

* See the preface to Smellie’s Midwifery,
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¢ He muft have attually performed it on
the machines with his own hands very many

[ 3]

L]

times, and thereby acquired a compeTENT

)

knowledge of the THEORY,anda pErRFECT
knowledge of the prAacTICE *.

Now, Sir, I would afk you, what your
pupils can fearn at a labour when the forceps
are ufed, and where the patient’s parts are
not expofed to their view during the delivery ?
The forceps can only be ufed by one ata
time, and if the woman be covered, the reft
cannot know how they are ufed; but if wo-

L o]

men be uncovered with as little ceremony as
the machine is, they may have ocular de-
monftration. Forceps cafles feldom occur,
and I wifh they were the only occafions of
indecency. ’

It is perfectly confiftent with decency for
a plurality of women to attend labours with
a view to information, but there ought not
to be {o many as to heat the room, or injure
the patient with their noife. At any rate,

a patient cannot be fo much alarmed by the .

prefence and examinations of her own fex,

as by a parcel of boys about her bed.
: It

& See Effays on the Praftice of Midwifery, p. 97.

\
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It is very decent for midwives to leain the
ufe of the catheter on living females, and the
art of touching, in order to alcertain whether.
women be pregnant or not, and how far
gone ; but that it 1s abominably indecent
for men to draw off water, attend touching
leGtures, and labours in crowds, I will main-
tain ; therefore they are naturally difqualified
to learn midwifery according to the rules of
decency ; and they are much more difquali-
fied to pratlife it according to thofe rules,
however they may pretend to do it, becaufe
it requires an intercourfe between the two
fexes, which decorum cannot tolerate when
it is unneceflary. What a fhame it is for a
man to {et himfelf up, to tell women how far
they are gone with child? And yet men pre-
tend to be better judges than midwives, who
(having had children) know the changes in
the gravid uterus experimentally,

Before 1 difmifs this head, I have a VEFy
ferious queftion to put to you.

Is the Continental Chair uled in Edin-
burgh, or is it not?

Obferve, I do not affirm it, as it is pol-
fible I may have been mifinformed ; my in-

telligence
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telligence was received from an Edinburgh
pupil, whofe name is at your fervice. Ifit
be not uled, a fimple negative will fuffice to
remove the f{ulpicion; therefore I fhall not
comment on the ufe of it in this work, but
content myfelf with declaring, that fuch a
method of delivery (by males) ought not to
be tolerated in a civilized nation, becaufe
all the attendants may {ee the woman’s parts,
and the expulfion of the feetus and placenta,
if they will ake the trouble to look.

If this be permitted in the Edinburgh
- hofpitals, I am no longer at a lofs for the
rcafon why fo many male pupils attend one
. patient together : at the fame time I muft
confefs, that a great number of pupils attend
the lying-in hofpitals together in London 3
fo the fouth needs reformation as well as the
norih. After what has been faid, I leave you
and the public to determine, whether the
education of men-midwives be confiftent
with decency; and whether modefi females
ought to commit their perfons into their de-
licate hands, when their hufbands are not mn

the room to pro:ett them from infult, by
being
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LETRER 1%

SIR,

AM now arrived at the FourTu propofi-

tion, viz. To fhew what effefts are pro-
duced by TuaT mode of educating men-
midwives, which has been the fubjett of the
laft two letters. _

Firft, Danger and indecency are the ef-
fe&ts of the firft ftage of fuch an education.

By the firft ftage, I mean, the praéfice of
apprentices, before they have learned the
theory of midwifery.

One of the pupils at St. Bartholomew’s
hofpital, told me, about a-year ago, that he
attended one of his malter’s patients in
labour, and found the navel-firing prefented
firlt, which he returned, and fent for his
mafter, not knowing how to proceed. I
hardly need inform vyou, the child was stiLL
pORN ; nor can you doubt but this novice
broke the membranes by his officious and
awkward examinations, and caufed the funis
to defcend in the current of waters, before
the head had entered the pelvis.

So much for the death of onke child, by
emﬂ
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employing boys in midwifery! but you know,
Sir, boys muft be more expert and fafe than
women who have delivered hundreds, or
perhaps thoufands fafely, becaufe they are
only women after all.

I fhall not trouble you with any more
cafes in allufion to this fir/t ftage, but con-
tent myfelf with two interrogations refpett-
ing the decency of it, which 1 befere touchcd
upon.

What kind of decency is that which toles
rates the prefence of {fuch boys (to fay nothing
about their handling, &c.) in’a labour room
and which at the fame time requires the ab-
fence of a hufband, who is old enough to be
the operator’s father ? And what 1s the rea<
fon that midwife doétors (both young and old)
require the abfence of hufbands, while they
deliver their wives?

Thefe queftions I leave you to anfwer.

I now enter on the fecond ftage, whereon
1 fhall not dwell long:

You may perhaps have heard, that one of
the London pupils was caught in bed with
his patient the day before her delivery,

You have not heard (I apprehend) that

E 2 four
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years fince, by a medical gentleman who had
juft commenced man-widwife, (and who has
fince plealed the ladies {o well that he can
afford to keep a carriage) that he had been
to deliver Mrs. of her firft child, and

that fhe was the fineft made woman he Znew.

I apprehend, Sir, pou can guefs how he
became acquainted with her fine make. It
| was certainly in the way of his profeffion..
| Do you think he could have judged fo well
| of her fine make, if her hufband had been
prefent? Hufbands ought certainly to keep
| at a proper diftance from their wives, when
men-midwives are bufily and curioufly em-
ployed about their perfons; and that, for
very decency’s {ake.

? a1 Need I*"mtmduce the gallant Dr. Mﬂrley,

%1&7 or the famous Suffolk hero, both of whom
were tried for ravithing their obltetric pati-

ents ; or fhall I pafs on to your own coun-
tryman, Dr. Smellie, and call him out of his
grave as a witnefs to the fubfequent praétice
of thofe who are not educated in the
Emperor of Morocco’s [eraglio; nor among
the Bramins and their concubines, at Surat ;
but within the ckafle walls of a Britifh lymg-

E s n
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\Nabout Bifhopfgate-fireet? Dr. Smellie tul]s§

(g}us how Mr. H. and Mr. W. happened to

}purfue this indecent conduftlt; they warc\g

3 both educated under hzm about eight years

; J before. So that they were fo well gmundedé

45 in their hofpital leffons (holding up women's

. y less, when {prawled out before an operamr"

‘aif_}rfﬁ) as to carry them faithfully into their
own private practice, eight years afterward.

¢ Surely, Sir, thofe women who are i’:::_fom’g/fu)ﬁ

N fcrupulous as to employ midwives, muﬂ;g)

IR J envy the happy lot of this woman, who was
S fupported by the foft and delicate hands of

i three gentlemen, who were [o kind and tender ﬁ\

; rgas to lay afide all foolifh ceremony, in order g"
t{ \Sg to avoid giving trouble to the woman’s hufa‘go

I[ E

) band, who ought 4y no means to make /o free
i\g with his wife when delivered, as thefle three
auxiliary doftors did. They allo avoided
&
ﬁ%ﬁ by this extraordinary kindnefs.
f' ? Many women have f{aid, it matters not
j% who are engaged about their perlons, when
A \itheir violent pains come on ; neither {ex

% 3 nor number can then afle@ them, being too
§{much occupied with their agonies. This I

{ i E 4 know
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giving trouble to the woman’s female friends;
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related a few falts, believing (with the poet)

that
¢ BrunT truths more mifchief than x1cE falthoods do.

Thefe truths I fubmit to the confideration
of thofe hufbands, who have hitherto em-
plnyed men to deliver their wives; but who,
owing to affeéted fenfibility, jealoufy, or a
fear of having their ears pulled (being hen-
pecked) during their wives® pains, which
make them crofs and captious, have always
fneaked out of the room as foon as the doc-
tor entered it, leaving him to be the fole
lord of the bedchamber.

I have the honour to be, &c.

E 5 LET-
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of his pocket, having feen him put it in,
When fhe faw the reeking gut, fhe fhrieked,
and fell down in a fwoon.

The confufion brought others in the houfe
up ftairs ; feveral dottors were called in im-
mediately, who endeavoured to glofs over
“the bufinefs; for though conlcience com-
pelled Dr. W. to declare ue had ruptured
the womb, they repeatedly anlwered, ¢ You
¢ mean to fay, the uterus 1s ruptured, dotlor.”

Some have tried to excufe the dottor, by
faying, ue was not fober; but I would afk,
whether a drunkard ‘ought to praétife midwi-
fery ? and alfo, whether there are not many
profeflors of it guilty of this vice ?

One of the London lefturers (not Dr.
Ofborn) tells his pupils the following ftory,
as well as the preceding one ; which I have
beard him do repeatedly.

¢ Some years fince I was called to a very
¢ impatient woman, who perpctually teazed
‘ me to try pains, imagining it eafed her.

-

Though the labour was not in a forward
ftate, {he was not fatisfied when I was away

from her; therefore I kept my finger in
the vagina, and fell alleep in THAT
E 6 SITU-
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livery to her, as fhe was never likely to
recover the wounds fhe had received from
his inftruments.

Not long fince, one of the firft-rate Lon-
don dotors was called to attend a woman,
whofe pelvis was fomewhat diftorted. = It
happened however, that the head was (by the
pains alone) forced fo low in the pelvis, that
the hair on.the f{calp appeared without the
labia pudendi®*. He then fent for two other
Dottors to confult with concerning the belt
mode of relieving the patient ; but what is
very fingular, without trying what he could
do with the forceps, in a cafe {o likely to
have fucceeded with themy he opened the
head before his brethren arrived, though
they came almoft as foon as called. Unfor-
tunately the uterus was torn, before he could
extract the feetus, {o that the woman diedin a
tew minutes. If the Dotor can reconcile
the omiffion of the forceps, and the opening
of the head without confultation, after the
gentlemen were fent for, with his con{cience,
I am perfuaded, he does not lilten to its re
monftrances. -

He

* Lxternal lips of the vagina,
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He furely thinks it no crime to murdera
child in utero. © This cale I was told, by one
who was prefent at it, and who examined the
woman repeatedly.

Perhaps this Doftor followed the advice
of one of the London leéturers, who tells his
pupils ¢to call in all the Doétors in the
 neighbourhood, whether accoucheurs or
¢ apothecaries, or even their apprentices, if
¢ théy be not at home, when the uterus hap-
¢ pens to be torn. And’ (fays he) ¢ you do
¢ not convene them with a view to con{ulta-
¢ tion, becaufe immediate delivery is the
¢ only mode to purfue, but in order to pre-
¢ ferve your own reputation ; for they will
¢ take care to fhelter you from thofe afper-
¢ fions, which muft otherwile be caft on you .
¢ after fuch an accident, by every one bear-
« ing a little of the blame, inftead of your
¢ having to bearitall. Where {o many are
¢ called in, the neighbours can bardly find
¢ out who was the original operator.” This
advice I heard given. Itis a curious joke,
that a number of men or boys muft be call-
led in—not to affift the fuffering woman, but
to fupport the Dotltor’s charatler ; and for-

footh, the hufband muft pay them ! This is
another

r
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another effe& of hufbands not attending their
wives’ labours, when they employ men. It
were impoflible to impole thus far on the
hufband, if he was in the room ; he would
{foon fee the drift of the confultation.

When obltetric impofition is fczentifically
taught, it is high time to lay it before the |
public.

Ina difficult cafe, a fecond operator ought
to be called, with a view to confuit with, and
juﬂify every proPER {tep which the firft has
taken ; but it 1s a farce, to call half-a-dozen,
or half'a {core, where only one mode can
be purfued.

A woman in Wapping (not long [ince) en-
gaged a Dottor of fome eminence in the
neighbourhood to deliver her ; finding her
pelvis diftorted, he took his leave, promifing
to return when the labour was further advan-
ced; but inftead of doing that, he ordered his
lervants to fay, e was from home ; fo that
the patient’s friends could not fee him again,
though they fent for him feveral times during
the three days of the patient’s labour. This
was related to me, by a perfon who affifted in
the delivery,

An
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his evening from home) he forcibly opened
the woman’s parts, inftead of waiting the ef-
fe& of the pains, which caufed a proOLAPSUS
vacin £ * after delivery,and an infufferable
{forenefs in the parts, which fhe bhas not yet
recovered, being fill fubjei to the prolaplus.
Another time when he was in a hurry, he
would not wait till the placenta was expelled,
but tore it away in lefs than 15 minutes afe
ter the feetus was born.

Was his conduét jultifiable in any of the
three cafes, Sir ? the firft was told to my wife
by the woman herfelf, and the other two I
cannot be miftaken in, being in the houle
wHEN and wHERE they happened.

A Doltor was fent for by a midwife to de-
liver a poor woman, who could not expel the
child after the head had entered the pelvis;
he aﬂ-;ed,'wh}r Dr. , who lived nearer, was
not applied to ; the meflenger faid, he was
from home, and would not return till the

next day ; ¢ the woman muft wait till he does
¢ return’ (anfwered the ¢tender-hearted Doc-
tor) ¢ for I will not go out of my neighbour-
¢ hood.” Another gentleman was procured,

| who

* Defcent of the vagina through the external lips.
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who delivered her of a dead child with his

forceps, which ue affured me, might have
been faved by timely afliftance.

I fhall now quote a few cafes from Dr.

Smellie’s works. - In the year 1750, I was

called by a midwife to a very fat woman,
near the age of forty in labour of her firft
child. The patient’s friends (being uneafy}
had fent for a geptleman of the profeffion,
who, in attempting to deliver the patient,
faid he had BroxE his inflruments, and
went home to fetch another ; but inftead
of returning, he fent a meflage, importing,
that he was obliged to go and attend another
patient. : \
¢ The head advanced, and the woman was
delivered in about half an hour after I ar-
rived. There was a {mall opening through
one of the parietal bones of the child's
{kull; yet none of the cerebrum was evacu-
ated, though a great deal of blood was dif-
charged, notwithftanding the application
of proper comprefles; and the poor child
p1ED moaning, in five or fix hours after
its birth.” See Col. 16, No. 1, Cale 3.
Another bleffed effect of man-midwifery !
the
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the child was killed by ufing a force upon its
head which broke the inftrument; and after
the ruffian had left the mother to b1k, for
the fake of getting a better fee, the child was
expelled by--~aTuRE onry. ¢ But the
fillet having galled and Tor~ part of the
hairy scavrp from the occiput, was the oc-
¢ cafion of a violent inflammation, of which
¢ the child died in afew days. The mother,.
‘ however, recovered tolerably well; and
¢ fince that time has had pretty eafy labours.
¢ Dr. Smellie tells us this child alfo was born
by the efforts of nature, though itloft its life
by the fillet, which Dr. Smellie repriman-
ded the operator grivately for ufing fo unfea-
fonably. See Col. 16, No. 1, Cale 2.

But Dottors take care to publifh the er-
rors of midwives as much as poflible.

¢ She had been attended by a perfon of
* No education or pratltice in midwifery;
who finding the membranes broken, ima-
gined it was /s bufinels to promote the
delivery with all poffible expedition ; and
¢ with that view, fatigued the patient excef-
 fively, by ordering her to walk about and
¢ bear down with all her force at every in-

Bl

¢ confiderable
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| The two former cafes prove that there are
-ignumnt men as well as women, though
females think themlelves fafe 1n men’s bands
only. Indeed, I wifh all men wereas ig-
norant of the management of natural labours
as thefe two were; for Tuey ought to be
attended by women only.

Dr. Smellie gives an account of an infant’s
‘head being inhumanly opened (Coll. g1,
Cale 18.) at Sudbury. The following are a
few extratts from the letter which he received
' concerning the tranfa&ion; and from his an-
{wer thereto.

. The letter was from Meflrs. B. & L. dated
"B. 1751.
¢ A cafe which happened at Sudbury Jaft
Friday or Saturday, attended with the fol-
¢ lowing circumf{tances ; which we fhall very
fairly and juftly relate, partly from the
telimony of the midwife attending, who
had delivered her before, and is in veEry
good repute in thefe parts, and partly from
our common knowledge of the woman'’s
< appearance; to wit, fhe is rather robuft,
¢ sTRoNG conftitution, large, sTrRAIGHT,
and feemingly quitc wWELL proportioned.
| it ¢ She

"
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She was in labour about fix or feven hours ;

pains pretty fevere, but not very frequent,
nor any figns of flooding; at which time
fhe fends for one who pretends to prattife

midwifery, (more from impatience and |

inclination than any for¢ of neceflity,) who
fancied as foon as he came, that {fome-

i

thing muft immediately be done, and there-

fore proceeded to thow his inimitable dex-
terity, by making the wouNbD you now fee
_with a common pair of {ciffars. as foon as
he could poflibly reach the vNmArrPY
BABE ; which came into the world a mosT
SHOCKING BLEEDING VICTIM, &Cc.’

¢ We cannot fee any material afe this
opening could be of;; as no crotchet was
employed, the contents not evacuated, nor
the opening large enough for the futures to

collapfe much ; he at lalt bringing it along |

with only his fingers.’
The following is part of Dr. S.’s anfwer.
¢ I cannot help thinking with you, that
the gentleman has beena little too hafty in
the operation. The woman had been fafely
delivered before, at this time was firong,
had ftrong pains, only {ix hours in labour,
"¢ the
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¢ the head when opened coming along only
¢ withthe afliftance of his fingers in the open-
¢ ing. The gentleman either from GREAT
¢ ignorance of his profeflion, or hurry of
- ¢ other bufinefs, which laft is a moft fhocking
¢ reafon, did certainly aét the part of asap
¢ accoucheur.” Thischild then was evident-
ly loft (like many others) from the mother’s
impatience and inclination to have a man call-
ed in.

He informsus, cafe 27 of the fame col-
le€lion, that a gentleman near London ufed
his forceps prematurely, and lamented that
- he was frequenily tempted to operate, before
it was abfolutely neceflary, owing to a hurry
of other bufinefs,

Col. 27, No. 2, Cale 6, Dr. Smellie re-
lates the death of a woman, the fecond morn-
ing after her delivery of a ftill-born child.

It 1s no wonder that otk died, if we re-
flett a moment on Dr. Smellie’s an{wer to
the cale. ¢ No doubt (fays he) 7 {hould have
¢ been tempted perhaps even to ufe as great |
¢ force as you did, when there was fo good a
¢ hold; but yet you may conflider how mucn
4 the foft parts of a woman must fuffer, by

¢ BENDING
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wife heard of this incident, on which fhe
hunted him out, and attacked him every
where, upbraiding him with being guilty
in REALITY of what he bad villanoufly
and rarsery laid to her charge.’
In the laft cafe, he fays, ¢ A gentleman
many years ago, made a great bultle, got
into a confiderable fhare of low and mid-
dling prattice by taking low prices. He
abufed the midwives, right or wrong,
wherever he was called.” ¢ Frequently, in-
flead of waiting in lingering cafes, where
the head prefented right, he turned the
child, and brought it by the feet ; by which
method both mother and child were orTeEN
loft.’
¢ Neverthelefs he gained fome credit by
exaggerating and making cafes appear del«
perate to thofe concerned.” ¢ To my cer-
tain knowledge, he was thus the occafion
of maNY bad cafes,’
Col. 41, Cafe 2, No. 6, he fays, * Every
thing was in a right way for a sase de-
livery ; but as the cale was tedious and
lingering, both the woman and her friends
were 1mpatient, and had fent for an old

E ¢ blund-
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blundering pretender in that neighbour-
hood, who told the patient, that fhe was in
the utmoft danger, if fthe was not imme-
diately delivered. He faid, he hoped he
could fave her life, but the child was dead
already. The woman’s pains had been
vigorous; but thefe difmal operations
frightened herf{o much, that when I arrived,
they were quite gone off. After conver-
fing with the patient, we (all five) went into
another room, where the parties began to
quarrel : I called the old blundering prac-
titioner afide, and told him my opinion,
that the woman was in no danger; but by
time and patience 1 hoped would be fafely
delivered. Nay,Ithreatened to have him
called before the college, if he infifled on
any violent operation.. The wmMiDWIFE
delivered her sareLy next day.’

Coll. 40, No. 1, Cafe 6, Dr. Smellie {ays,
I was indeed told by feveral gentlemen of
the profeflion, of an old rough prathitioner
at fome diftance from London, who, when
called in laborious cafes, delivers imme-

¢ diately with crotchet or forceps; lears the
¢ paris,
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¢ paris, ftitches them up, and, asthe common
¢ phrafe is, MAKES furgeon’s work.

And are there no men-midwives who abu/e
operators, RIGHT OR WRONG, now? Yes,
they are fure to fhow their difapprobation
of what a woman has done, by knitting their
brows, or fhaking their heads, when called
in, though fhe has done exallly what they
themf{elves ufually do in the fame cafe. But
(as Dr. Ofborn fays) if any untoward circum-
{tance happens by their own milmanagement,
they always attribute it to the original dif-
ficulty of the cafe, as no woman is called in
to detect them, and they always juflify each
0{h°ry RIGHT OR WRONG.

Yes, and there are many zgnorant male
midwives fli/l, according to Dr. Ofborn’s
account, who fays, page 471, ¢ A very, and
¢ Too general method is, for the ftudents to
defer their attendance on midwifery lec
tures, till they are ready to return into the
country, and then they Aurry through a
Jingle courfe, and orten, I am afraid, are
¢ Jatisfied with the flight and loofe accounts of
¢ the theory and prailice of midwifery, infer-

F 2 ¢ [perfed

L,

-

-
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« [perfed by the profeffors of anatomy.” Dr.

relates the following circumftange in
his le€tures, which clearly proves that Dr.
Ofborn is not miftaken in this point:

¢ A gentleman, who had juft et up in the
¢ country, being called to a labour; after
¢ examining the patient, {aid, It is well you
¢ fent for me, this being a new cafe, juft
¢ found out in London, which no one here-
« about underftands.-
¢ He then ran down ftairs to {ee hishorfe
put in the ftable, but he had not reached
the ftable, when the nurfe called kim back
to take the child, which Nature had {o foon
expelled.’
Thus we perceive, this ignorant impoftor,
who had juft examined the patient, did not
know any thing about the pretended new
cafe, or he durft not have left the woman,
at the very moment he ought to have fup-

[ 5] Lo ™ [

ported her perinzum.

But how many fuch blunderers have got
into pratiice, by running down midwives,
and f{ubftituting bombalftical effrontery for
knowledge ? :

Permit me now to dire€l your attention to

page
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page g of your letters, where you fay of the
Celarean operation, ° This, like many other
“ falutary inftitutions, has been mucuabufed,
¢ and in many cafes zmproperly and injudi-
¢ cioufly employed ; for fome of the women
¢ whofurvived theoperation, were afterwards
¢ sareLy delivered of vivine children.”

And pray, Sir,is this injudicious and im-
proper condutt, in a cale where a woman’s
life is at ftake, a recommendation to male
praétice in midwifery ?

In the cale of Charlotte Gray, you fay,
page 103, fhe was delivered by Embryulcia;
and that her pelvis was nearly three inches
in the tran{verfe diameter of the brim. This,
Sir, is the fame fize as Nelly Sanderfon’s
pelvis (fee page 115), who, being forty years
old, expelled a child, whofe head was three
inches and three-quarters wide. And you
own that Charlotte Gray’s child wasexpelled
by the natural pains AvLoNE, without any arti-

Jecial affiflancey a very sEwW minutes after the
head had been opened.

Now, Sir, I would leave it to you to de-
termine, whether Mrs. Gray’s child might
not have not been born alive, if the had been

Fa attended



(( 114 )

attended by a common midwife, pefleffed of
no art but that which nature di€tates ; of no
inftrument but her hand. For it feems her
pains alone expelled one child, which pre-
fented with the breech (fee page 109) and
her next child was born (by the efforts of
nature) alive. Page 19, you fay, your fe-
cond edition of The Outlines of the Theory
and Prattice of Midwifery, was ¢ To an-
nounce thofe changes in my opinions on
prattical fubjeéts, which the additional ex-
perience of fome years, and a conftant,
careful attention to the laws of nature, had

Ll

n

¢ occafioned.

I would alk you, Sir, how many hundred
male pupils you qualified for prattice, during
the time that you taught midwifery, conirary
o the laws of nature 2 And alfo how much
mifchief they did by following your wun-
aatural rules ?

You fay, page 153, ¢ Dr. Lowder mentions,
¢ in hisle€tures, that he was once called to a
¢ cafe, where a young praétitioner had opened
¢ the head. "Dr. Lowder delivered the pa-
¢ tient with the lever; the mangled child

¢ lived two days. La Motte alfo mentions
¢ fome
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¢ fome fimilar cafes.” Dr. Lowder did not
tell the child’s parents, that the young ope-
rator killed it, I warrant; but had a midwife
done it, the whole town muft have heard of
it in a few hours.

In the next letter I fhall defire your at-
tention to the cale of Mrs. Souchot, at Paris,
which gave the Aumane operators, Sigault
and Le Roy, an opportunity of trying their
firft experiment of dividing the Symphyfis
pubis, on a—living woman. At prefent

I have the honour to be;l &,

| LETa
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LETTER XI.

SIR,

E are informed by Dr. Ofborn, that
Mrs. Souchot had four children ftill-
born, and fell into labour the fifth time,
Sept. 30, 1777. In the labours preceding
this, Monfieur Sigault propofed, firft, the di-
vifion of the {ymphyfis, and then the Cefa-
rean operation, with a view of faving the
child; but both were rejetted by ten ac-
coucheurs, phyficians, and furgeons ; and the
child was turned with great difficulty, and
afterwards brought dead into the world.
The compaffionate Sigault then withed to open
the woman, or to divide her fhare-bone ;
and what is equally fingular, ¢ the event of
¢ that Iabbur’(fays Dr. Ofborn) ¢ determined
¢ Monfieur Sigault on this occafion’ (alluding
to Sept 30) *to perform the feflion without
¢« confultation.” Although this fourth child
was born (no thanks to him) by the aid of
turning only, without opening its head.
But to return to the affair of the goth of
Sept. Meflrs, Sigault and Le Roy having
determined
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determined to perform the new-fangled ope-
ration, did not take much time to confider
thereon; for they attually divided the pa-
tient’s thare-bone in the beginning of the
labour, before the membranes broke *. Pro-
bably they were afraid of waiting longer,
left her pains fhould expel the child, and
difappoint them of executing their Aumane
purpole ; indeed fuch an event might have
taken place, efpecially as her former chil-
dren’s heads had paffed through the pelvis,
without being reduced; and (fays Dr. O[-
born) ¢ Monfieur Piet farther ftates, that the
¢ children of Souchot, in her former labours,
were large, while the child of which fhe
was delivered by the divifion of the fym-
phyfis, was fo {mall, as to have eafily been
extratted with the forceps.’

Thus it is evident this cruel operation was
performed unneceflarily ; and although Mrs.
Souchot had a hair’s breadth elcape from
death in the month, by a puerperal fever,
in confequence of fuch a fhocking wound,,
and had her bladder, or her meatus urin-

Fs arius.

L2l
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* See Dr, Ofborn’s Effays, page 3*54*-
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arius fo wounded in the operation, as to
have her urine run from her ever after,
whether fitting or ftanding, the inventor of
this new-fathioned ' cruelty was rewarded
with a penfion, and the operation was often
repeated to the lofs of both mothers and
children ; notwithftanding it was frequently
proved (by dividing the {ymphyfis of dead
bodies) that not more than one or two
lines could be gained in the capacity of the
pelvis, as there was nearly as much loft at
the facroiliac joints (by being forced in-
wards) as there was gained by opening the
{ymphyfis pubis; to fay nothing about the
wounding of the foft parts, by the knife;
by preflure againft the divided edges of, the
almoft offified {ymphyfis (when women are
turned of forty); and alfo by pinching them
between cither the feparated pofterior joints,
or the two pubes, on re-uniting them by a
ligature ; 1 fay, notwithftanding thefe dread-
ful inconveniencies were proved on dead
bodies, it was afterwards performed to the
lofs of both mothers and children; for as
little or nothing could be gained in the en-
largement of the pelvis, the operator was

frequently
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frequently obliged to reduce the child’s
head, after dividing the mother’s fhare-bone.
It is reafonable to think, the operation
fhould have been tried on dead bodies fir/l,in
order to prove how much could be gained *,
This was done, after fo muchinjury had been
done to living ones, at the Hotel Dieu, at
Paris, Aug. 15, 1772. The relater of the
proceedings, fays, {peaking of the fhort dia-
meter of the brim of the pelvis, before the
{ymphyfis was divided, * Nous nous aflura-
¢ mes, par divers procédés, de la longeur du
¢ petit diametre du détroit fupérieur, que
¢ nous n'¢valuames qu’a un pouce huit
¢ lignes.” He afterwards fays, (the fymphyfis
being divided) ‘Pour le porter a deux pouces
¢ etdemi, il fallut tirer fortement {urles han-
¢ ches.” Think what a Lving woman muft
have fuffered by all this force! and after
all, little more than three quarters of an inch
was gained; {o that it required the utmoft
efforts of three of the gentlemen, to force the
F 6 child’s

* If Monf. Sigault did do this, his obfervations there-
on muft have been very fuperficial indeed, which the fol-
Jowing quotation proves,
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child’s head into the pelvis; which would
* have killed it, if it had been alive.

¢ Mrs. Blandin,” (fays Dr. Ofborn, page

413) ¢ was delivered of a dead child, by Mr.

« "

a W
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Sigault, in 1779, by means of ¢this operation,
and was the following year delivered ~a-
TURALLY 0f @ L1vING child, by Mrs. Be-
lami, a MmiDwIFE, at Paris, who had been
fent for to attend her in confequence of
Mr. Sigault’s refufal, unlefs he was again
permitted fo repeat the [ame operation.
After reading an account of the preceding
dreadful cafes, one cannot help feeling and
lamenting the fituation of this poor woman,
who befides the PRESENT pain, and cer- -
TAIN 2uconventencies attending the fectiom,
was cruelly expofed to the riflc of fuffering,,
in future, the moft painful {ymptoms, and
EXTREME danger, without the SLIGHTEST
reafon or the sMALLEST neceffily ; and all
to gratify a wanton predilettion for this
new-fangled operation.” .

And yet, fo ready are accoucheurs to ex-

cufe each other’s wanton predileétions, that
Dr. Ofborn, in his.coo/ moments, fays, page

1

2, * The fettion or divifion of the fymphy-

¢ fis
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¢ {is pubis, has lately been invented, and
¢ performed, at Paris, for that purpofe, with
¢ {fome ingenuity and much humanity, by
¢ Monfieur Sigault.’

Much humanity truly! I fhall take further
notice of Dr. Ofborn's curious logic, by and
by ; in the mean time, I wifh to give him the
utmoft credit, for all he bas faid for the pur-
pofe of preventing crucl and unneceflary
operations ; and wifh it may have its puE
effect upon his obftetric brethren. Surely
we ought to lament the wané of ingenuity
and humanity among midwives, who are
obliged to deliver their patients in the old-
fathioned way, without cutting their fhare-
bones in two. Wilhing to fee a fpeedy
obftetric REFOR M,

I have the honour to be, &c.

LET-
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LETTER XII.

SIR,
" SHALL now confider the merits of Dr.
Lowder’s famous Lever,
Page 105, you fay, ¢ This inftrument
being different in form from that defcribed
by M. Herbiniaux, Dr. Bland, and Dr.
Denman, poflefles different powers, and is
¢ employed in a different manner; hence
¢ the objettions which I offered againit the
¢ ufe of the Lever, previous to 1791, I have
¢ found (lotally obviated by it. You will
¢ therefore perceive, that the arguments
¢ which you’ (meaning Dr. Ofborn) ¢ have,
¢ with fo mucn PrOPRIETY, urged againit
¢ the inftrument of thefe gentlemen, are per-
¢ fetly wnapplicable to it: As my fon ori-
ginally ufed it by the recommendation of
Dr. Lowder, and has fince repeatedly had
recourfe to it, from his own experience of
its utilzty, 1 fhall leave him the tafk of -
making its advantages publicly known.’
Dr. Ofborn has done ample juftice to the
fubjett, by proving that it is impofiible to ufe
the lever in any cale where an inftrument is
| really

L4l L]
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really wanting, without wounding the mother
or child, or both; and alfo that, notwith-
ftanding the mifchief already done by it, it is
ftill frequently and clandeftinely ufed ; there-
fore I fhall be brief in difcufling this par-
ticular.

A lever is certainly capable of raifing a
body ; but be its form what 1t may, it is not
capable of forcing it forwards, when the re-
filtance is confiderable.

Hence pinchers are ufed to draw nails out
of wood, in preference to a fcrew-driver.
And when it can be accomplithed by the
latter, the preflure on the head of the nail,
and allo on that part of the wood which be-
comes the fulcrum, 1s exactly equal to the
refiftance. This may be very jultly applied
to the ufe of the lever, in arder to deliver a
child’s head. The lever may prefs the fore-
head againft the rettum, when applied to the
occiput in a natural prefentation, and wice
verfa. But this does not remove the difficulty;
and indeed it cannot be removed (if it be a
REAL enclavement) without comprefling the
head, which the lever has no power to do,
though the forceps have,

Again,
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Again, however great the difficulty, the
preflure of the lever on the child’s head is
in proportion thereto ; fo that whenever the
difficulty is too great to be overcome by the
labour pains, the lever cannot remove it
without wounding the child, if not the mother
allo.

The mother’s foft parts are often wounded
by making Tuem a fulcrum for the inftru-
ment; and without a fulcrum it cannot be
uled with any confiderable degree of power.

If the operator ufe his left hand for a ful-
crum, it has not fufficient power for that
purpofe, unlefs he be as ftrong as Samfon ;
befides, the woman’s perinzum mufit be torn,
if he take his hand away from it, to ufe it as
a fulcrum to the lever. Therefore the lever
cannot be ufed (in cafes of rear neceffity)
without wounding the woman’s foft parts, or
caufing her perinzzum to be torn ; in which
cale fhe will be miferable ever after.

And yet fome authors boaft of having
ufed it above a thoufand times.

I fhall next confider, wuy this inftrument
is fo often ufed, when there is no difficulty
at all, the labour pains being fufficient to ac-

| complifh:
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eomplifh the expulfion without the fmalleft
inftrumental aid.

This inftrument is very portable, having
(in its smproved ftate) a joint between the
handle and blade, fo that the operator can
carry it in his pocket to every labour, and
can ufe it clandeftinely whenever he pleafes.
When the labour is lingering, and the doc-
tor expeéls to be called to another, before it
is likely to be finifhed by the labour pains, he
pulls the lever {lily out of his pocket, and
moves the head this way and that way, tll
it enters the cavity of the pelvis, and thus
the inftrument does tHaT which nature
wourp do, provided the doctor had pati-
ence to wait NATURE’s time. And the con-
fequence orTEN is the wounding the child’s
head by the fteel blade, and perhaps the
mother alfo.

Thus we perceive the lever may (by run-
ning a dreadful rifk) affift the head to defcend
1NTO apelvis which islarge and well formed,
but it cannot force it our of the pelvis
when it fticks there ; and in this way we can
account for its having been ufed ten or
twelve hundred times by one operator, as

no
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no one man has ever met with ene hundred
cales that require intrumental affiftance, bes
caufe Nature alone (if left to herfelf) expels
the feetus gg4 times in 1000 *,

There is a child in my neighbourhood,
whofe face is fhockingly disfigured by the
dottor’s ufing a lever at its birth ; I have not
feen it, but was told by a perfon to whom
the mother related it, that one eye was put
out, and a large gafth cut near the corner of
the child’s mouth.

It 1s not long fince I heard a medical
gentleman fay, he knew {everal children
with cuts on different parts of their faces by
the fame means, and he heartily wifhed it
were a rule to fearch the pockets of ac-
coucheurs before they enter the labour-
room, believing that a week never pafled,
but great injury was done to mothers and
children by the lever.

Some years fince a friend of mine dif-
charged a great dottor, who is a very great
advocate for Dr. Lowder’s lever, becaufe his
children’s heads came into the world bruifed;

his

* See Smeilie’s Divifion of Labours, Sec. .
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his wife has had feveral children fince, but
their heads have not been bruiled.

It is evident then, that the lever is ufed
unneceffarily and clandeflinely to fave time,
fo it is done for the convenience of the doc-
tor, and not for the benefit of the patient;
as fhe or her child must pay dearly for the
duration of labour pains being fhortened.
I confefs the left hand may be made the
fulcrum before the child’s head reaches the
perinzum, becaufe it does not want fupport
till then; but the perineeum may be torn, by
the preflure of the narrow part of the lever
againit it. |

Let us allo confider, what mifchief i1s
oFTEN done, by rorcing a fteel inftrument
BLINDLY into the uterus. If the operator
be not well acquainted with the futures on
the head, it is impoffible to avoid wounding
it.  When the anterior fontanel prefents, the
point of the lever may flide into it, notwith-
ftanding all the care of the operator; and if
he ufe much force, he may {oon cut through
the tender fcalp, break down the longitudi-
nal finus, and plunge the fteel through the
dura and pia mater into the helplefs infant’s

brain,
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brain. When much force is ufed on the
head, after it has entered the pelvis, and the
cranial bones are overlapped, it is very eafy
to force the inftrument through the future
of one of the overfhot bones, into the brain.

I will now confirm the greateft part of
what I have advanced, concerning the mil-
chief done by ufing the lever unneceflarily
and fecretly, by a few quotations from Dr.
Ofborn’s Effays.

Page 135, he fays, ¢ I am {ure it never can
¢ be neceflary, to ule the vettis, (meaning
the lever) € in Tuat* ftate of the labour;
for if the labour-pains are in vigour, and
there is no attual deformity in the upper
aperture of the pelvis, fo as to prevent the
pollibility of the entry of the child’s head
into it, it musT at length be forced in.
And he fays, page 136, ¢ In the ufe of the
vettis, while one hand is the moving power
to make the other the fulcrum, yet, if the
head lies very high, and the refiftance be
confiderable, I defy the ingenuily of man to
apply fufficient force to the veétis to over-

¢ come
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# The head being above the brim of the pelvis.
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¢ come that refitance, without making fome

-

part of the pelvis the fulcrum or centre of
motion ; and what may be the extent of the
injury produced by fuch preffure, it is im-
poffible to fay; but that injury, and great

]

™

injury, muft be the inevitable confequence,
nobody a priori can doubt; and fad ex-
perience has confirmed the apprehenfions,

™

~

to my cerTAIN knowledge, in varlouUs

5]

inftances.
¢ The more candid favourers of the veélis
(particularly Camper) admit this objeétion
¢ to the full extent; for he exprefly fays,
¢« Mais fouvent l'urethre en eit fort endo-
¢ magée, fouvent le periné fe fend plus que
¢ dans ’accouchment naturel,” &c.

¢ In fuch a pofition of the head, under no
¢ circumftances whatever can we be jufti-

)

¢ fied by that neceflity which alone can juf-
“ tify the ufe of inftruments in any cafe;
¢ becaufe no experience, no fagacity, no
¢ {cience, can certainly a prior: determine,
¢ that the head will not, by the continued
€ EFFORTS OF NATURE, be forced into the
¢ cavity of the pelvis, unlefs it be fo de-
¢ formed, or diminifhed in its upper aper-

“I ture,
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¢ ture, as to render it phyfically impoffible.
If we therefore do employ the veétis in
this cafe, I am perfuaded we fhall ufe it
jorty-nine limes i fifly UNNECESSARILY,
and of courfe UNWARRANTABLY, becaufe
MOST DANGEROUSLY, |

¢ In the progrefs of the operation, it may
flip; it may therefore do irreparable in-
jury to the child: for it feems to me that
no fkill or {cience can command its opera-
tion when fo remotely fituated; and the
event, in many cales which I have known,
has by preEaDruL EFrecTs confirmed
this opinion. With refpett to the mother,
from the inevitable preflure of the foft
parts, I muft repeat that the paNGER 1s

LA
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STILL GREATER, AND MORE CERTAIN.
Dr. Ofborn then fhews the dangerous
confequences of ufing the lever, after the
head has come into contaét with the peri-
nzum, as follows :

¢ It mult be obvious to common fenfes
¢ that we cannot {pare the left bhand to °
¢ firengthen and fupport the perineum
¢ while it is the fulcrum for the vetlis; the
¢ perinazum, is, in my opinion, much more
¢ likely
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likely to be lacerated with this inftrument
than with the forceps, where the left hand
is particularly required by the general
rules for their ufe, to be kept conftantly
applied to the perineum, for this exprels
purpofe; or if, with the veélis, we ceale
to ufe the left hand as a fulcrum, and,
preferring the prelervation of the peri-
neum, apply it to that part, it muil be
evident to demonftration, that fome of
the bones of the pelvis muft then infallibly
become the fulcrum, in which cafe we are
only fubftituting one danger for another ;
for unlefs the operator had three hands, it
is abfolutely 1mrossisLE to avoid expof-
ing the patient to one or oTHER of thefle
dangers.

¢ While I am writing this, I bave had
occafion to {ee a patient with the most
SHOCKING LACERATION, Which many
years ago WAS THE CONSEQUENCE OF
THIS OPERATION, performed by a maN at
that time in great praélice, and in the coN-
STANT habit of ufing the vedlus.

ArL midwives are too ignorant to under-

fland the ule of this lacerating inflrument!

¥ The



( w32 ]
* The laft advantage, as ftated by the
favourers of the vettis, is the pofiible con-
cealment of its ufe, which I will now con-
fider. ’
¢ As the fecrecy with which the veétis may
be uled, and I believe, s generally ufed in
this town, is confidered by the favourers
of this inftrument as an additional recom-
mendation to the fimplicity of its firutture,
and the facility of its application, I will
beg leave to flate what are my infuperable
objettions to this particularly boafled ad-
vantage.
¢ In the firft place, I am perfuaded, that if
the concealment in the ufe of the means
intended for relief in laborious or difficult
labours BE NoT PERMITTED, but that the
abfolute neceflity of fuch means be firft
eftablifhed, and that every praétitioner be
obliged openly and avowedly to ufe them,
we fhould never again hear or read of one
perfon having ufed the vecttis in eight hun-
dred, and another in twelve hundred
cafes *! Nor fhall we again hear or read
€ of

* ¢ See Van Swicten, Camper, and Herbinieaux,’



( 138 )
of the great number of women, which
fome pratlitioners are conftantly boafting
of having attended and delivered ; for
no man caen attend a great number of wo-
men in labour, in ke manner he ought, 1n
the way nature demands, or a conicientious
difcharge of his duty requires. Nor do
real difficulties occur {o often as to render
it poflible to believe, that any man’s life
could afford fuch numbers of difficult caies
as are ftated in the printed accounts from
abroad.
¢ As I feel thoroughly convinced of the
propriety and neceflity of a fair and candid
avowal of the ufe of inftruments, in every
cale of midwifery where they are to be
employed, {o I mufl enfift that their conceal-
ment cannol be JUSTIFIED by any PRORER
motive.
¢ If once the praclitioner can refl affured,
that, let the event of the cafe be ever fo un-
Juccefsful, the injurious effecls of his opera- -
tion will be buried in eternal oblivion, by
blending the mifchief arifing from the indif-
creet ufe of inflruments, with the natural
confequences of labour, he will certainly have
G ¢ nothing
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¢ confiderable force be ufed by the veétis,
¢ however properly fixed at firflt, it will be
¢ very apt to {lip its hold, and change its
¢ pofition; and then it will, or may be ap-
< plied to parts not capable of bearing the
neceflary preflure as the maftoid procels,
¢ or occipital bone can, without injury; and
¢ the moft pREADFUL MISCHIEF may enfue,
< to different features of the child’s face, of
¢ which there have been INNUMERABLE
# INSTANCES.

Page 154. ¢ As a concluding and indif-
¢ putable proof, that the vettis is likewife ufed
HERE without neceflity,and of confequence
¢ moft dangeroufly, I will defcribe an acci-
¢ dent, which happened to a gentleman pol-
¢ {efled of as much knowledge, fkill, and ex-
¢ perience, as any MAN who ever ufed the vellis.”

¢ Having applied the inftrument (which
¢ for conveniency-was made with a joint be-
¢ tween the handle and blade), while the
¢ bulk of the head muft have been above
¢ the brim of the pelvis, in ufing cons1DER-
¢ ABLE FORCE, the vellis gave way at the
¢ joint, and the sLaDE was left in the ute- |

¢ rus fo high, that he could not reach to ex-
G 2 ¢ tract




[("136
¢ tra& it; and it was afterwards expelled
¢ with the -head, by the effect of the Lazour
€ PAINS ONLY ¥,
¢ The event of this accident demonftra-
¢ bly proVES a fortiori, that here no inftru-
¢ ment cculd have been originally neceflary,
¢ either on account of the largenefs of the
¢ child’s head, or {mallnefs of the pelvis;
¢ for the head was wullimately expelled by the
¢ labour pawns alone, notwithflanding the addi-
¢ tional volume of the veélis, and without the
¢ poffibility of any ArTrriciAL affiftance.’
Page 177. ¢ With refpett to the probable
¢ confequences which may refult from the
¢ introduttion of the vetlis into common
¢ prattice, inftead of the forceps, and which
¢ Dr. Denman’s inconfiderate, but favour-
¢ able reprefentation is demﬂnﬁrabl}r inten-
¢ ded to promote, I am perfuaded, were it
¢ generally to prevail, the confequences
¢ would

# What a mercy that neither mother nor child were
maimsd by the rugged and fharp end of the broken iron!

. And what pity, that wwemen have neither ftrength nor /#://

e S —

enough to break a piece of iron in the wombs of their
Patients? '
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would be extremely injurious to lying-in
women in the humbler fituations of life.
Among patients in the lower clafs of wo-
men, the temptation to ils jrequent, unnecef-
¢ fary, and dangerous wfe, will be IRRESTISTI-
¢ sLE. Befides he knows that if any untoward
¢ confequence fhould enfue from his unfkilful,
¢ but concealed conduél, 1t will be attributed to
¢ the original difficully and danger of the cafe,
 and the real caufe of the mifchief be for ever
¢ hidden. What motive, fufficiently firong,
¢ can there be, then, o reftrain fuch a man
¢ from a praélice fo convenient to humfelf, but

¢ fo dangerous to his patient 2
The prelence of the patient’s hufband is
the only motive that can prevent fuch mifchief,
as 1s frequently done by the clandeftine ufe of
inftruments with a view to fave the dottor’s
time. I fay,frequently done, for men always
attribute it to the original danger of the cafe,
and the real caufe of it is for ever hidden ;
fo that however frequent, Zheir reputation is
faved, by calling in fome of their brethren to
bear a part of the blame, or to acquit them
of having done any thing wrong, though they
know they have done a/l the injury. But
G 3 the
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therefore conftrained to conjure hufbands
(who regard the fafety of their wives and
children) to attend them in labour, in order
to prevent the clandelline ufe of dangerous
inftruments, as well as the indecent treat-
ment of their wives by male-operators. No
dottor can obje&t to it, unlels he have fome
jfoul defegn, intending to ufe either his eyes,
his hands, or his lever improperly. And yee
I have heard many objefl to it, and it is
evident arL have a fecret diflike to it, or
they would always confult hulbands inftead
of gofliping female attendants; juft as if the
hufband was the only perfon uninterefled in
the welfare of his wife, and as if the do&or
was accountable to every female in the houle
for his conduét, but not to the mafter of it.
And forfooth, this cuftom has (by medical
artifice) become a kind of law.

The objettion of dottors to the prefence
of hufbands while they deliver their wives,
is the moft powerful reafon why no dottor
ought to fouck a woman in labour, when the
hufband is abfent.

No proper tranfattion can take place be-
tween a married woman and a man who is

G4 not
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not her hulband, which requires the hufband’s
ablence ; and however this cultom may have
prevailed in midwifery, it cannot be juftified
by either reafon or argument. No man is
fo proper to confole and encourage a wo-
man in the anguith of labour, as her own
hufband ; but if any woman who pretends to
modelty, thould happen in future to prefer
the {ympathy of her doélor to that of her
hufband, efpecially when the do&tor’s hands
are fo curioufly engaged, I dare fay fhe will
have a very good motive for fo doing, a mo-
tive which the do&or can juftify.

Many virtuous women who have employ-
ed men-midwives, becaule they were per-
fuaded that female aid was not fo fafe, have
allo inconfiderately complied with the cufom
of keeping their hufbands out of the room
during their doftors’ manual employment, for
the fake of decency, as well as to oblige their
female friends who were prefent. Women
muft furely have taken leave of their fenfes;
What! caz it be decents for a dottor to be
handling a woman, during her delivery, in
parts facred to the hufband ? and can it be
indecent, for the hufband to be in the room !

| Let
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Let thofe labour-hunting females who think {o,
ftay at home, and then they cannot have their
Jpurious modefly violated, by [eetng the patient’s
own hufband with her during delivery.

¢ But fo great their impudence

¢ They blufh at what is right.”

This unpopular doétrine may appear new to
fome, but I know feveral families who have
put it in prattice, and the hufbands’ minds
are much lefs hurt, by feeing the true ftate of
their wives’ labour, than by waiting in ano-
ther room, where they could hear them cry
out; for ¢hen they fuppoled the attendants
were killing them; when they were filent,
they imagined them to be dead. The tedi-
ous hours of labour are much better diverted
by hufbands, than by the doctor and the
female attendants.

Befides, there is no neceffity for a parcel
of female goffips ; the doétor, the nurfe, and
the hufband, being fufficient to manage na-
tural labours.

Nor am I fingular in my ideas refpeéting
the ufefulnefs of bhufbands at their wives’
labours; Mrs. Nihell fays, page 60, ¢ As
¢ for thofe who will be attended by men to

G5 ¢ lay
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I have been the more earnelt to recom-
mend the prefence of hufbands at their
wives’ labours, becaufe I know it would
an{wer the purpofes I have mentioned, Viz.
it would prevent men-midwives from mak-
ing too free with women’s perfons, manu-
ally, ocularly, and inftrumentally. I have
no motive for writing this book, but to pro-
mote the decent treatment, and the fafety
and comfort of mothers and children; and
I will never relax my public endeavours,
till accoucheurs agree, one and all, to pro-
mote t4zs part of my plan, as their objetl-
ing thereto, will plainly demonfiltrate the
truth of what I have advanced concerning
‘their foxl defligns.

- I fhall now reter again to Dr. Ofborn’s
opinion, refpetting the mifchief done by the
ufe of the lever: Page 180 he fays, ¢ Dr,

¢ Denman could not have been aware of the
¢ probable confequences of introducing the
¢ vettis into general ufe, and I muft hkewile
¢ believe, that he has forgotten the many un-
¢ happy effects of the vedlis, which fornerly
f came to our mutual knowledge, even in
| G 6 ¢ lhe



L]

( 144 )
the hands of wvery experienced and fRilful

men.’

Page 182 he further fays, ¢ If an opinion
fhould once prevail among women, that
prattitioners in midwifery ever permitted
themfelves to depart from that fafe, patient,
and wife conduét, which NaTURE direfts
in the management of labour; and that,
for their own convenience, and withou?
neceffity, they fhould dare officioufly to ob-
trude their prETENDED afliftance (or, in
their own language, to hurry the labour,)
and it fhould be difcovered by the marks
of the inftrument on the child after birth,
or by the unufual painfulnefs of their pre-
Jent feelings in delivery, or by future
effeéls flill more injurious, and lafling, that
an infirument had been ufed, without con-
viéltion of the neceffity, without their own
confent, and even during the FuLL opera.
tion of the labour-pains, with vERrY rea-
fonable expefation of the final, and fafe
termination of the labour by the powers of
nature on1Y 3 1 fay, if ever fuch an opinion

¢ fhould become GENERAL, I am perfuaded

Sithe
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the iINEvITABLE confequence would be,
that the pratice of midwifery, in ordinary
cafes, would revert into the hands of fe-
male praétitioners, much to the injury of the
JSex, and equally to the injury of the intereft
¢ of the profeflion. And I beg leave to
add, that thefe are not imaciNARY appre-
* henfions, but founded upon racts which
“ have come to my knowledge, where the
¢ mifchiefs defcribed have rRearLy happen-
¢ ed, by the immediate ufe of the weéiss,
¢ even in experienced and [kilful hands.’

I muft now beg leave, Sir, to make a few
remarks on Dr. Ofborn’s fears, left the mif-
chiefs done by the general ufe of the veétis,
fhould caufe ¢the prattice of midwifery, in
¢ gordinary cafes, to revert into the hands of
¢ female praétitioners, much to the injury of
¢ the fex, and equally to the injury of the in-
¢ tereft of the profeffion.’

Be it known, that Dr. Ofborn inftruéls
women in the {cience of midwifery, fo that
according to his own hypothefis, he takes
money from midwives, for qualifying them
to zjure women ; and no doubt he thinks
women

a »
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knowledge of women, and female midwifery
will again be preferred for the fake of fafety,
as well as decency ; for women will not long
continue to expofe their perfons to firange
men, in order to have them ripped, bruifed,
and torn with fteel inftruments, becaufe the
doftor has not patience to wait Nature's
time.

But how Dr. Ofborn can think the /ex will
be injured, by fubftituting the Aands of fkil-
ful midwives for fleel inflruments, which ¢(in
* {kilful male-hands) have been dangeroufly
¢ ufed 1176 times in 1200, I am at alofs to
underftand ; and I hope he will favour the
public with another cffay, to explain this
paradox.

I know feveral well gualified women, who
have delivered more females than Dr,
Oiborn has, who never were able to ufe
force enough with their natural inftruments
to tear and.bruile the mother, or to carve
the child’s face and fcalp; I never heard of
skiLFuL midwives doing any other injury
thanto wait patiently in lingering labours,and
to call in the afliftance of a furgeon (not a
lafcivious man-midwife) about once in 500

times,
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times. I know feveral ladies, who have late-
ly difcharged the midwife dottors they
employed, and are much better fatisfied,
and much more comfortable with a female
about their perfons in labour, than with a
male, for reafons which are too obvious to

be publifhed. Thefe are daily perfuading
- other mopesT women to follow their ex-
ample, fo that Dr. Ofborn’s prophecy may
be fulfilled in a fhort time, without injuring
any other than the male midwife fex, if an
obftetric public fchool can be inftituted, for
the inftru€lion of midwives poflefling good
charatters and promifing talents for the pro-
feflion, which is now under contemplation,
and of which I fhall treat more at large
hereafter. In the mean time,

I have the honour to be, &c,.

LET.
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LETTER XIII.

SIR, :

ERMIT me now to lead your attention

back, to what I quoted from your book
in the beginning of my laft letter.

Dr. Lowder’s lever (you fay) is different
in form from thofe which Dr. Ofborn proved
to be fo dangerous, and poflefles different
powers, and is employed in a different man-
ner; fo that your former objetlions againft
the ufe of the lever are totally obviated by
it, and Dr. Ofborn’s arguments are perfeilly
inapplicable to it.

I fhall prove from your own account of
the manner of ufing Dr. Lowder’s lever,
and the refult thereof (even in the hands of
your fon) that it does not poflefs different
powers from Mr. Herbinieaux, Dr. Bland,
and Dr. Denman’s lever; that it cannot be
ufed in a different manner; that Dr.
Ofborn’s arguments are applicable to it;
and that your objettions have been obviated
upon falfe grounds.

Page 105 you fay, your fon € determined
¢ to employ Dr. Lowder’s lever; and after

¢ ‘having
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| ¢ Having been engaged the preceding
night in a fatiguing attendance, he then
left her to the care of Dr. Ball.
" ¢ She flept about two hours. When fhe
. awoke, the pains recurred, and gradually
b increafed in frequency and force, till five
i o’clock in the morning, when fhe was, by
¢ the natural pains ALONE, delivered of a
¢ Jarge STILL-BORN male child. The head
¢ was much flattened, and there was the
& mark of @ bruife on the teguments covering
¢ the pofterior edge of the right parietal,
‘¢ and the contiguous part of the occipital
¢ bone. There was the appearance alfo of a
¢ wery [light bruife on the left parietal bone.
¢ My fon impuled the bruife on the right
¢« parietal bone and the occiput, to the u/e of
"¢ the lever. The recovery of the patient was
¢ tedious, &c.
¢ In March, however, the had no com-
¢ plaint, except an inconiinency of urine,
- ¢ under which fhe had laboured ever fince
¢ her fir/t delivery.’
I fhall beg leave to expatiate a little on
each of thefe items, in order to prove what
I have propoled,

Was
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Was it not a very dangerous experimenfi!
to apply the lever to a head fo far off, pro}
vided he were fure it was mof the frontal§l
future he felt, and that he was not prefling on}
the forchead inftead of the fuppofed occiput,
and forcing the point of the inftrument ove
the {uperciliary ridges into the two eyes,§
inftead of the two occipital futures? Dr.
Smellie and a// his pupils made this miftake,
Cafe 3, Coll. 28.

He employed the fteel inftrument nearly
three hours againft the child’s tender fkull,
and ¢ repeatedly fhewed Drs. Daly and Ball,
¢ that without prefling with the inftrument
‘ on any part of the woman, he could exert
¢ a very confiderable degree of force in-
¢ drawing down the child.’

‘Was this three hours work performed with
a defign to try the powers of the inftrument,
and to fhew the fame to Meflrs. Daly and
Ball, or to relieve the woman? Was it not
his duty to wait the full effe€t of her pains
(which ¢ increafed in frequency and force
¢ till five the next morning’) before he ap-
plied the inftrument ? |

You
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You very jultly enforce the neceflity of
aiting the full effett of the pains before the
ild’s head be opened, but at the fame time
u juftify the ufe of the lever many hours
fore that period. Every circumftance of
lelly Sanderfon’s labour was exatlly the
fme as Mrs. Gray’s, i. e. both pelves
{ere under three inches, the heads were de-
lined above the brim by the projeélion of
1e lumbar vertebra, after the membranes
ere broken, and the os uteri was dilated ;
serefore if the leyer was neceflary in Mrs.
s1ay’s labour, it ought to have been ufed in
Velly Sanderfon’s alfo; if it was unneceflary
a the labour of the latter, it fhould not have
een ufed in that of the former.

- Far be it from me to aflert, that Mrs,
sray’s child was killed by the lever; but
rourfelf have declared, that it was ftill-born,
nd that N. S.’s child, on whofe head the
ever was not ufed, was born alive, though
t was comprefled twenty-nine hours by
he contrated uterus.

- The uterus contratted itfelf on Mrs. Gray’s
*hild only nineor ten hours, thercforeit had a
nuch better chance for life, (in this refpect)
\ than
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and the child’s head had been bruzfed, whe-
ther flill-born or not, I fhould moft certainly
have profecuted the operator, for his pre-
fumption, in a court of juftice. If T fend
for a furgeon to relieve me when alflitted
with the ftone, and am obliged to be cut
without my own confent, becaule a parcel of
furrounding females think, with the furgeon,
that it ought to be done; I am bound to
profecute the officious furgeon, and I hope
hufbands will, in future, aét the fame, when
inftruments are ufed on their wives without
‘their leave. Moreover, I hardly think it
was right to Jhew Drs. Daly and Ball {o
repeatedly ; if you hereby mean, that he gave
them ocular demonftration; becaule, how-
ever proper on the machine, it is abomina-
bly indecent, when exercifed on a living
woman.

But to the points propofed :

Firft. The manner of uling Dr. Lowder’s
lever is exacttly the fame as the beff manner of
ufing others ; being applied over the occiput,
to bring the long diameter of the head into
~conta¢t with the long diameter of the brim
of the pelvis, and to force it into the cavity

of






(C f57 )

introduce than the more ftraight ones, and
its preffure is more partial on the head, of
. courfe more dangerous. |

But, laftly, Dr. Ofborn’s arguments are
applicableto it, becaufe (in your fon’s hands)
it did the very mifchicf which &/l others
have done. -

The child was fill-born, aflter your fon
‘had bBeen at work with his flee/ 1nftrument
TWO HOURS AND THREE QUARTERS upon
its téender {kull!!

"Two bruifes were found on the head,
and your fon himfelf allows, that one of
them was done with Dr. Lowder’s innocent
lever. I affure you, Sir, I fhould not thank
Dr. Lowder, for trying experiments with his
lever on my fkull for three hours together,
though it is certainly much thicker than
when n utero.

But, how came the woman to have an in-
continency of urine, if your {on did no¢ prefs
on agny part of her? Oh! I beg pardon, I
perceive you have thrown that mifchief,
upon the operator who opened the child’s
‘head in her former delivery ; but perhaps he
will difclaim it, and throw it upon your fon ;

‘ H ' if
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if fo, I am perfuaded your objeétions to the .

ufe of the lever, have been obviated upon

falfe grounds; as the only fuccefsful cafe
which you have related, proves it to be capa-

ble of wounding the child’s head, if not the
mother lkewife; and thefe are the only
grounds of Dr. Ofborn’s ﬂbje&mn to the ufe
of all other levers.

IfI be miftaken, I am open to-conviétion ;
and your fon is at liberty to prove my mif-
take, when he publifhes his panegyric on Dr.
Lowder’s lever; but I hope he will be fur-
nifhed with better arguments, than fill-born
children, wounded heads, and the mothers’ in-
continency of urine: if not, I muft flill fay,
that the new lever can wound mothers and
children as well as the old ones; and I
would rather truft my head (though it is
completely offified) under the fingersof a fkilful
midwife,than under Dr. Lowder’s fleel lever,
whether in his own hands, or in thofe of his
brethren and pupils.

This Mrs. Gray’s firlt child was killed in
utero by the fciflars and crotchet ; the fe-
cond had its head bruifed with the lever,
erght hours before the pmm arrived at their full

VIGOUY 3
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vigour; the third was expelled without in-
ftrumental aid, though a preternatural prefen-
tation ; * and the fourth was BorRN ALIVE DY
the powers of NATURE AroNE. Why might
not the firft two children have been born by
the powers of nature alfo, if the crotchet and
the lever had not been ufed? Had a mid-
wife attended her, fhe might have retained
her urine afterwards perhaps; but, as Dr.
Ofborn obferves, it was very eafy to attribute
this mifchief to the original difficulty of
the cafe, in order to hide the rReaL caufle
of it.

It is aftonifhing, that while Dr. Ofborn is
‘endeavouring to prove, that an unborn child
has no {enfation, as if he wifhed to ftart this
new idea as an apology for the pafl needlefs
ufe of the crotchet; and ﬁ;hile other men-
midwives are publickly recommending the
ufe of their differently-formed levers, which
havealready done fomuch mifchieftomothers
and children, juft like fo many quacks ad-
vertifing their refpeétive infallible noftrums ;

* She very wifely neglected to fend for the doélor,
till 25is child was nearly born, and fhe was out of the hof-
pital, and at work on the fourteenth day.

H 2 I fay,
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I fay, itis allonifhing, that women can be fo
men-mad, as to prefer them to {kilful mid-
wives, notwithftanding the dreadful rifk they
run in confequence thereof. Dr, Lowder
has fo much bufinefs, that (if I be rightlf
informed) he will not attend a patient be-
yond any of the turnpikes; and not long
fince one of them, good-natured lady, came
to town to lie-in, rather than be difappointed
of being delivered by Aum.

I am not an advocate for women’s chang-
ing from one dottor to another, till they have
given their perfons into the hands of feveral
other men befides their hufbands, which is
very commonly done, by women who pre-
tend to modefty ; nor do I think it right to
{fend for Dr. Noakes to handlc them, when
their former Dr. Styles happens to be at ano-
ther labour, till they have #ried what a fkilful
midwife cen do for (hem: butas this inconfift
tency is chiefly owing to the {ophiflry of men-
midwives, exerciled fuccefstullyupon women,
who (being ignorant of the nature of par-
turition) cannot {ee the fallacy of their ar-
guments, I fhall now endeavourto convince
them, how egregionlly they have been
deceived, I have
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I have heard accoucheurs fay, Men are
more f{afe than midwives.

Firlt, Becaufe they are more tender.

Secondly, Becaufe they are better ana-
tomifts.

Thirdly, Becaule women are ignorant of
their profeflion. |

Thefe are the three principal male fubter-
fuges, and the ¢ruth of each I fhall examine
{eparately. : \

Firlt, I am to dilplay male tendernefs.

You may remember, Sir, that a very anti-
quated hiftorian, called Mofes, bas publifhed
a moft infamous hibel againft the praélice of
men-midwives, by faying, that the Zender-
hearted man Pharaoch commanded the Aard-
hearted female midwives of his day, to de-
firoy the male infants (pretty innocent babes!)
of many thoufand women, called Hebrews,
on their entrance into the world; and that
thele ‘cruel women-midwives did difappoint
the humane defigns of the good man Pharaoh,
by an a& of wilful difobedience which might
have coft them their lives, bad Pharaoh
known the truth; but in that fimple age of
the world, midwifery was neither taught ro-

H g nor
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nhor By men, I apprehend ; befides, thefe im-
prdent women moft certainly told their king
a wicked lie, with no other view in the world
than to fave the lives of the brats; for they
would have it, that all the children of the He-
brew women were expelled by nature alone,
ere /elp could reach them. And youknow,
Sir, this fame Mofes was faved from drown-
g by a cruel woman,

Indeed, every fenfible perfon muft knuw,
that a woman who has felt what labour-pains
are, can exercife nothing but ¢ruelty towards
others under the fame pains, and that none
but mothers know how to be ¢ruel to unborn
infants.

What pity, Sir, that your fon had not lived
in the days of thzs King Pharaoh! he would
certainly have obtained a penfion, for pub-
licly recommending the ufe of Dr. Lowder’s
lever; efpecially if he could have recited
cales, where it had brought fill-born male
children into the world with druzfed heads.

So might Dr. Ofborn have obtained a
large penfion, for declaring that men injure
the fex lefs than women, though fome of
them ufe the lever dangeroully 1176 times

in
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in 1200; I fay, Dr. Ofborn would have
obtained a large penfion, for recommending
thefe men-midwives in preference to women
. in the days of Pharaoh the tender.

How firangely the tables are turned fince
the reign of this king ? Midwives could then
take the advantage of male ignorance to fave
children; but now, men-midwives can im-
pole on female ignorance, when they injure
or deflroy them, by attributing the mifchief
they kave dome to the ¢ difliculty of the cale.”

I do not wifh to make too free with the
facred writings; but as they paint human
nature in its exact colours, I hope the im-
portance of the fafety and comfort of mo-
thers and children, will juftify my referring
thereto again under this particular.

The firft author in the New Teftament in-
forms us, that a good-natured king or gover-
nor took it into his head to murder a great
number of innocent children! but we do
not read, that the men whom he fent to do
the horrid bufinefs, hefitated, and made
excules to fave the helplefls babes! No, he
fent forth and flew them; there was no de-
lay. Nor did Herod keep regiments of wo-

H 4 men
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men to execute his dreadful commands, but
men were his murderous meflengers!

If you want any additional evidence, that
men are full as cruel as women now, as well
as in the days of St. Matthew and ‘the time
of Mofes, you need only read what I have
quoted from Dr. Smellie and Dr. Ofborn’s
writings in the laft four letters.

I might have quoted continental cafes in
abundance in proof hereof; and I might have
filled feveral volumes, had I run over the
various Britifh medical journals, in order to
expole the obftetric mifchief recorded there-
in, which has been done by the tender and
infallibly fafe men-midwives, fince they came
into fathion. But to fave my own time, and
to give my readers as little trouble as I can,
confiftently with the nature of the fubjeét, I
have confined my quotations principally to
Dr. Smellie, the late Father of Midwifer}r n
this country.

If 1 have (in any part of this work) dil-
covered too much acrimony, I beg the
reader’s pardon, hoping the malignity of
the crimes I have undertaken to cenfure,

will, in fome mealure, plead my excufe. T
have
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have ne prejudice againft Men-midwivesy
but what I derived from their attions ; as
an evidence thereof, I fuffered my own rela-
tions to employ them without reproof, be-
fore I knew fo much of them. I only wifh
to write againft their mal-prallices, for, as
men, I with them well, but not as men-mid-
wives,

Secondly, I will enquire, whether men
are better midwives than women on account
of their more general knowledge of ana-
tomy;.

All the anatomy that a prattitioner of
midwifery can want (whether male or female)
is, a good knowledge of the bones of the
pelvis in its perfeét ftate, fo as to be able to
judge when, and -how much it is deforpied.
Alfo of its connexion with the lumbar verte_
bre, and its fituation, and axis; a know-
ledge of 1its form, and diameters, is com-
prifed -in the knowledge of the different
bones which originally compofed it.

A midwife muft alfo know what the pelvis
contains, as delcribed in the fecond letter ;
together with a perfett knowledge of the
vagina and perinzum, and allo of the feetal

H 5 : flkull £
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fkull; as mentioned in the fame letter.
She ought alfo to underftand the increafe
and elevation of the gravid uterus during
geftation, which fhe muft know better by
experience, if a mother, than any man can
teach her. She fhould alfo be taught the
natural fituation of the placenta, and child
in utero ; which I alfo briefly noticed in the
fecond letter.

Now, Sir, I would afk, whether you do
not teach thefe things in your leétures to
males, demonftrating them on pelves and
feetal fkulls; and on the parts of generation,
‘which are kept in fpirits (in the leflure-
room) for that purpofe?

I would further afk, whether this is not
all the anatomy that cen be ufeful in the
pratice of midwifery *? and whether every
well qualified midwife is not perfeétly ac-
quainted with thefe parts of the human
body ?

If fo, it could be no advantage to fhem
to attend anatomical le€tures and the diffett-
ing and demonftrating rooms, unlefs they

* T except obftetric furgery,
wifhed
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wifhed to praftife furgery, which is full as
confiftent as for men to praftife midwifery.

Indeed, I think it would be juft as proper
to fee Mrs. Carrous, Surgeon and Apothe-
cary, upon feveral of the doors in a {mall
town, and to {ee them cutting men for the
ftone, and curing them of the lues vene-
rea, as to read the word AMan-midwife, up-
on fo many doors, and to fee them paying
their manual refpetls to the bare polteriors
of all the married women in the town.

But it may be neceflary to enquire, What
is the refult of men having ftudied the gene-
ral anatomy of the human body, and their
having walked the hofpitals, where the
various amputations and operations in fur-
gery are performed? Let any man who
poflefles common fenfe determine, whether
fuch an education (however neceflary for
Surgeons) does not render the heart callous
to h}lman mifery ; nay, a furgeon cannot
perform an operation with fafety, till (by
habit) he can feel compofed, and ceafe to
fympathize with the {uffering patient.

I'can declare from experience, that a man
18 ﬂwcked the firft time he fees the human

H6 body
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body diffetted, though he is fenfible it is
dead, but that by feeing one dreadful opera-
tion after another in the hofpitals, he be-
~ holds them performed on the Lving fubjeét -
with perfeél indifference. :

Moreover, {urgeons being in the conftant
babit of uling inftruments, are unfit to
prattife midwifery ; I repeat it, thiss fo far
from being advantageous (as male midwives
pretend) that it would deter me from em-
ploying a furgeon to deliver a woman in a
natural labour, where no infirument can be
wanted, becaufe they are tempted to have:
recourfe (at all events) to their inftruments,,
-when the labour is tedious, and they are
afraid of lofing the good fee of fome other
patient,

Am I exaggerating here, Sir? Let the
various accounts which I have quoted, of
infants’ brains being evacuated, and their
{kulls. bruifed, and of the mothers being,
torn, by the prematuxe ufe of inftruments, in.
Jkelful male-hands, anfwer. I fay, let thefe
dreadful cafes teftify, that I am not exag-
gerating in this particular; and let women

ceale to be impoled on by the falfe pretences,
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of men-midwives and their eniffaries, who
fay, that they are more tender than women,
after having gone through an education,
which has a diametrically oppofite tendency*;
nor let them any longer believe, that a man
who is in the conftant habit of ufing inftru-
ments, is a more fafe praétitioner of mid-
wifery than a woman, who cannot run before
nature, having no infirument but her hands.

How can I refrain writing in behalf of
innocent babes, by endeavouring to un-
deceive my countrywomen, when book after
book is publifhed to fet forth the advantages
of inftruments, which have already bruifed
children’s heads, in the /ki/ful hands of the
very men who are now about to recommend
them ? If they have done fo in /&ilful hands,
what may we expett from them, when ufed
By novieces, who (as Dr. Ofborn obferves)
only ¢ run through a Jfingle courfe of lec-
¢ tures,’ and who can hide the milchief they
doud er the malk of original difficulty? So
. that all the recompence the patient’s hul-

* Surgeons (fays Lord Chefterfield) are hardened to
the bodily pains of mankind, by feeing and hearing of
them all day long.

band
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band gets, is to pay another doélor or two,
whom the blunderer is taught to- call in, to
Juflify what he has done.

But, Sir, fince you and your brethren fet
fuch an ineftimable value on your general
anatomical knowledge, as connefled with
the prattice of midwifery, I will point out,
wherein it can be turned to very great ad-
vantage in another way, as confiftently as i
midwifery. |

Let it be immediately made known, that
a nurfe cannot be trulted to injeft a clyfter
fafely, becaufe the has not ftudied the ftruc-
ture of the fmall and large inteftines, from
the ftomach and pylorus to the colon and
retum, together with the attion of the leva-
tores ani. That fhe muft by no means tie
her miftrefs’s garters, being ignorant of ana-
tomy, left fhe fhould, fome how or other,
frature the patella, or rupture the capfular
ligament, and let-out the {fynovia. That fhe
cannot feed an infant properly, becaufe fhe
knows nothing of the attion of the epiglottis,. g
thelarynx, &c. That fhe ought to be well
acquainted with the entire {keleton, from the *

os occipitis to the os calcis; the union of
the
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the different cartilages with their bones; all
the articulate and inarticulate joints ; alfo
the names, origins, infertions, and ufes of al/
the mufcles, whether flethy or tendinous.
Likewile the exaéfl courfe of the arteries,
which conduét the blood to the head, trunk,
and extremities; and of the veins, through
-which it pafles back again to the heart.

Let females be perfuaded, that their nurfes
fhould know the courfe of each pair of
nerves, and their connexion with the brain;
as well as the whole thoracic and abdominal
vilcera, and the moft minule abforbents, &c.
&ec. And that without this knowledge, the
child cannot be fsfe in their hands. Tell
them, that it 1s very common to fee a dear
little babe’s fternum preflfed quite clofe to
the dorfal vertebrz, by having its roller put
on by an ignorant nurfe ; and that they fome-
times injure the glutei mulcles, by clouting
them improperly *. |

* Dottors may as well fay, that nurfes ought to un-
derftand the alteration which takes place in the circula-
tion of the feetal blood when the funis is tied, as to fay,
that general anatomy is an advantage in the pradice
of midwifery,

Were
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Were I a man-midwife, I thould keép an
lundred fuch misfortunes as thefe in my
head, ready to relate whenever they were
likely toanfwer my purpole; for if I could im-
pofe on women as eafily in this way, as others
have impofed on them, by faying that midwives
ought not to be trufted to deliver them, be-
caufe they do not underftand the general
anatomy of the human body, I might foon
recommend myfeif and my obftetric brethren
as nurfes, as well as midwives; fo.that females
might be entirely difcarded during the puer-
peral ftate of women. Andwhat if we thould
be fneered at, for being feen to drefs and
undrels the lady whom we delivered a few
day sbefore, and alfo to clout the child, &c.!
no matter, fafhion would foon filence female
Afcruples, and then their Zind hufbands muft
confent to it, and pay us well for it too!.

I really think, Sir, the College of Phyfi-
cians ought to honour me with a title for
,this new idea, which is jull as confiftent as.
that of man-midwifery.

I have the honour to be, &c:.

LET-
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LETTER XIV.

SIR,
H:‘LVING proved that 1t is extremely
dangerous to employ men-midwivess
when inftruments are not wanted, I come to
the sixtu and LasT propofition, viz. To
enquire why there are fo few good mid-
wives ; offer a plan for their better initruc-
tion; and prove that man-midwifery is a
perfonal, a domelftic, and a national evil.

There are many women {uffered to prac-
tife midwifery who know very little of it, as
well as men, both having entered into the
profeflion without a regular education ; and
I am forry our legifiators bave not long
fince interfered to prevent it ; the life of a
mother or a child being much more valuable
than that of a hare or a partridge, which has
come under their ferious confideration.

I muft admit the full force of Dr. Buchan’s
(}pinibn, page 591, ed, 9. ¢ Though the
¢ management of women in child-bed has
¢ been prattifed as an employment fince the
¢ earlieft account of time; yet it is {till, in
“ moft countrics, on a very bad footing:

¢ Few
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Few women think of following the employ-
ment till they be reduced to the neceffity
of doing it for bread. Hence not one in
a hundred of them have any éducatinn,
or proper knowledge of their bufinefs.’

Thus far he is evidently {peaking of nurfes.

It is equally true,’ (fays he) ¢ that moft
women in child-bed require to be managed
with fkill and attention, and that they are
often hurt by the fuperftitious prejudices
of ignorant and officious midwives. The
mi{chief done in this way is much greater
than is generally imagined ; moft of which
might be prevented by allowing no
woman to praflife midwifery but fuch
as are properly qualified. Were due at-
tention paid to this, it would not only be
the means of faving many lives, but would

¢ prevent the NEcEssiTY of employing men in
¢ this INDELICATE and difagreeable branch

L

of medicine, which is, on MANY accounis,

¢ MORE proper for the other fex. :

Though it is impoffible for the moft igno-

rant and illiterate midwives to do {o much

milchief with their hands, as fki/ful men have
done with their levers, &c. 1 am no advocate

for
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for them, but wifh they were fent back to
their wafth-tubs, &c. Women whofe deport-
ment 1s vulgar and difguftful, are by no
means proper for that profellion, any more
than thofe who have not well ftudied it.
Nor do I blame any female for rejetting their
fervices, and prefering thofe of HUMANE
men; I only wifh to cenfure thofe who live
in London, or other large places, where
Jkilful and fenfible midwives can be procured,
and yet expole their perfons to men; nor
would I be too fevere herein, as they have
been led into this error, by men whofe
intereft 1t 1s to impofe on them, by faying,
they are not fafe in the hands of any wo-
man,

Dr. Buchan does not mean that many
lives have been loft by unfkilful midwives
in delivery, but during the month; and as
the beft midwives have very little knowledge
of phyfic, it is right to call in a man when
women are threatened with too much fever,
or with any other diforder. But this is very
different from the unneceflary employment of
a man in the time of labour, becaufe there is

no
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no 1improper and indecent handling and f
touching.

It 1s a great miftake in women, to fuppofe§
~ that AvL the danger is in the delivery ; on the |
contrary, nature wi/l expel the feetus ninety-
nine times in a hundred, ¢ if left to herfelf’
as Dr. Buchan obferves; fo that we feldom

hear of a womandyinginlabour,thoughmany
die in child-bed. Nature is not left to her-

felf by many men-midwives (as I have al-
ready proved) for they will often ufe the
lever, whether an inftrument be wanted or

not ; therefore I would much rathér employ
a male nurfe than a male midwife in a na-
tural labour, unlefs I were permitted to
fearch the dottor’s pockets, to fatisfy myfelf
that he had left his lever at home for once.
If he were unwilling to be fearched, I
fhould confider it my duty to prote&t my
wife from being injured by his uaneceffary
inftrumental aid.

It is true, there are fome hufbands of a
fhallow underftanding, who actually perfuade
their wives to employ men in preference to
+ {kilful women; and as foon as the dottor
enters
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nters the room, ¢hey fneak out of it; I
magine they are afraid he will not take
iberties enough, while theyg dre there to re-
itrain him, fo they are determined to give
Pim full liberty of confcience, by leaving
him in the unlimited pofleflion of the Sanc-

tum Sandorum. Some wives pretend they
cannot perfuade their hufbands to be with
Fhem when delivered by men ; it is becaufe
they do not with it, forthey know hLow to
perfuade them out of a new gown, whencver
Iphﬂy pleafe.

Il, I have proved (from books written by
taf:nwmidwives) that male prattice has been
attended by a great deal of indecency, and
inftrumental mifchief; therefore if women
will continue to employ men unneceflarily
:!Tl the ablence of their hufbands, and fhallow
?_mffd hufbands wi/l conient to 1t, they mufl
take the certain confequences: fuch couples,
Rowever, are well qualified to live among the

Korakic Ruffians, where cuflom requires hul-
bands to proftitute their wives and daughters
ftrangers out of wery holpitality *: or in
: Italy,

% See Le Drun’s tiavels,
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Italy, where males are employed to attend
ladies in bed, to drefs and undrefs them,
and to place their chauffette under their pet.
ticoats, and a/l this in the abfence of their
hufbands ; nay, fathion requires the hufband
to feem f{atished with it all, and to hire the
{faid man, called a cicifbeo*: nor are Briti
hufbands,whopermitmentodelivertheir wive
in preference to women, and at the fame
~ time voluntarily withdraw, a jot more wifl
than Italian hufbands ; both are equally flave
to the cuftom of their country, without con
fidering the impropriety thereof. I wil
alfo venture to fay, that every woman whe
can procure a fkilful midwife and yet vo
luntarily permits male fervice in natura
labour, when her hufband is abfent, woul
alfo be contented with the fervice of
cicifbeo, infltead of a waiting-maid, if {h
lived at Genoa, where fathion juftifies it.
But what 1s the realon that midwives ar
more ignorant of their profeffion, now th
they are inftruéted by male-teachers, than
century ago, when they taught each othe
- The reafonisobvious; itisnotlikely that tho!

~ me
* Voyez L’Efpion Chinois.



¢ ¥

men, who are conftantly’ cudeavouring to
fupprefs female prattice among the 7ich, will
ever fully inftru€t them, though they take
their money for that purpofe: fo when they
have deprived them of the greateft part of
the leflons they have fo unjultly received
their money for, they cry out againit their
ignorance,  no /lady is fafe in their hands,
¢ &c’. Yea, they make their rich patients
believe, that women really have not a capacity
to learn nudwifery, which is certainly paying
a bad compliment to the mental talents of the
prefent  generation of Britifh females, as
none but females learned it for prattice a
century ago, and 1t i1s in the bands of fe-
males alone, throughout the greatelt part, by
far, of the continent, in the prefent day.
If the poor were as able to pay men-mid-
wives as the rich are, it is more than proba-
ble, that le€turers would refufe to infiruét fe-
males 1n the art.

I muft confefs, there are fome illiterate
midwives, who are incapable of underftand-
ing the inftruttions they hear, and leéturers
ought to be afhamed of taking their money,
when they perceive their talents are not

{uited
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vulfions, or with a hemorrhage; can a
midwife who knows not what the os uteri is,
deliver the child by turning, and fave the
patient’s life? . No; inftead of being taught
now to do this, fhe is inftrufled to call in a
man; but being diftant from a town, the
patieat dies cre the man arrives. This is
the price of blood! Has fuch a thing never
happened ? and are teachers who thus half-
educate their female pupils, guiltlefs as to
the death of patients fo loft ? Let the public
judge. I might apply the {ame argument to
every other cale which requires preter-
natural delivery, and where the fafety of
mother or child i1s endangered by incom-
petent midwives, But let not women ima-
gine this ignorance is peculiar to midwives,
fince Dr. Ofbornfays, ¢ Men are contented
¢ to hurry through a fingle courfe of leGures,
¢ and lome are fatisfied with the loofe hinis
¢ which are given by anatomical leCturers.”

There was a proof of male ignorance in
my neighbourhood a few months fince.

A young man-midwife was called in to
turn a child, who confefled it was a cafe too
difticult for 4im, and departed; an old gen-

I tleman,
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fwer any reafonable quefltion which
fhall be afked her by the letturer, in the
way of an obltetric catechi{m.

Third, All who are well qualified to an{wer
every prAcTICAL queltion at the end
of the fecond courfe of lettures, fhall
have a certificate given, that they are
able to undertake every cafe in mid-
wifery, which does not require the aid
of inftruments : thofe who (afier going
through three courfes of lettures) are
not thus qualified, fhall attend another
courfe, or till they be completed in the
theoretical part of the art, before they
receive a certificate.

Fourth, They fhall be taught the form, the
cavity, the diameters, the axis, &ec. of
well-formed pelves; and alfo the dia-
meters, {utures, bones, and fontanels of
feetal {fkulls ; which fhall be kept at the
{chool for that purpole, together with
perfe& and diftorted pelves. ,

Fifth, They fhall be taught the anatomy of
the vagina, the urethra and bladder,
the uterus, the reftum, and the contents
of the full-grown impregnated uterus,

| Iz on
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the beflt modern authors and leétarers ;
they fhall be read, and not delivered
from memory ; part of them fhall be de-
livered by an experienced {urgeon, and
part by a fkilful midwife, as fhall here-
after be determined, being dependent
on the nature of each letture, which
thall continue abeut an hour every day,
except Sundays; {o that each courfe will
continue about five weeks, including
fome of the dileafes of pregnant and
lying-in women, and children in the
month.

. Tenth, The letturing midwife fhall attend
thofe difficult cafes which the pupils
cannot manage ; if it be an inftrumental
cale, the letturing accoucheur fhall
attend it.

Eleventh, The gentleman employed to de-
liver thefe lettures fhall not be a man-
midwife by profeffion, left his own in-
tereft fhould caufe him to with-hold
neceffary inftructions from the female
pupils. &

Twelfthy, Every annual fubfcriber to this
inftitution fhall be allowed two tickets

L300 g for
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tradefiman, will not permit me to render it
any other affiftance.

Women thus educated will be worthy of
the confidence of pregnant females, as none
will be allowed a certificate, till properly
qualified to manage every cale in midwifery ;
and if none be employed who cannot pro-
duce fuch a certificate, it will anfwer the
fame purpofe as an aét of parliament, to pre-
vent unqualified midwives from praltifing.

I know accoucheurs will laugh at this
defign, becaufe it is much eafier to fneer
than to argue; the truth is, their arguments
will be found too impotent to controvert what
I have advanced, therefore ridicule will be
their beft refource *. If this plan can be
put in execution, and promoted with fpirit,
I am perfuaded, the great obftetric idol, MaAN,
will fall to the ground by its own ponderous
weight in a few years.

There are fome women who have been
taught to believe, that their midwife doétors
have really faved their lives; being ignorant
of what nature does for them, Hence their

14 gratitude

¥ < On me, when coxcombs are fatiric,
¢ 1 take it for a panegyric.’ SWIFT,
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determined not to employ a phyfician, a
furgeon, or an apothecary who prattifes mid-
wifery, and I heartily wilh there were thou-
fands in the fame mind.

Midwives fhould explain to their female
friends, that nature expels the child (ninety—
nine times out of a hundred) without any
help ; and this will be another antidote to. the
impofitions of accoucheurs.. |

A gentleman (the other day) told me, he
wifhed all the men-midwives. were fent to-
the plow’s #a:/; a much more becoming
fituation for them, than the ¢ails of married.
women ! Another gentleman faid, he would
heartily lend his aid. to fend-them out of the
kingdom: Thefe gentlemen will now have
an opportunity to promote their laudable:
deligns, by joining their efforts to mine for
that  purpofe. No hufband who- polfefles:
good fenfe, can bear his wife to be unne-
ceffarily expofed to other men’; he knows
that dottors have the fame paflions as all
other males have; and I can fafely fay, L
vever met with half a {core men in my life,
who were advocates for man-midwifery ; and

I A thele:
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thefe few are more famed for being hen-
pecked than for their wifdom.

Let wives bring this bufinefs home to their
own bofoms; how could they like their
hufbands to fend for a fmart female furgeon
to found them for the ftone, in preference to
a male, and at the fame time to infift on the
wife being abfent during the fpeculative
experiment? How could they like to hear
their hufbands recommend this handfome
lady to other men at every opportunity, and
to {ee her come almoft daily to the houfe on
ene trifling occafion or another?

This is exattly the cafe with man-mid-
wifery ; and yet women think it does not
cool their hufbands’ affe€tions towards them,
but they are miltaken.

As a proof that good midwives are as fafe
as men, midwives themielves prefer their

&ﬂwn {ex todeliver them,and TuEY cannot be
uppofed to be ignorant of what an operator

s to do for them. Many {urgeons, who do
not pratife midwifery, employ women to
deliver their wives ; nay, the greateit furgeon
in England does, Is not this becaufe ziey
know
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Inow men can handle inftruments dexte-
roufly ? Did we ever hear of a man-midwife
being voluntarily abfent from his wife,
when delivered by one of his brethren? Is
notthis aproof that he knows there isaneeds-
be for Azs prefence ?

I have often heard accoucheurs wonder,
that women can fo eaft/y {fubmit to male
affiftance ; and well they may wonder, becaule
they Znow it is unneceflary. No doubt they
will ftill endeavour to continue their grofs
impofition; and if they fucceed, we may
fafely apply the words of Fielding to wives:

¢ Credulity’s alavays in fafhion ;
¢ For folly’s a fund will never lofe ground,
¢ While fools are fo rife in the nation.’

But let us hope better things; for Englifh
females in general have only {ubmitted to
men, becaufe they imagined themielves more
fafe in Zheir hands than in thofe of women,
and they ftill poffefs chaftity enough to em-
ploy their own f{ex, as foon as they are una
deceived. Therefore I will venture to ap-
ply Pope’s words to every fenfible hufband,
leaving thofe, who will not be convinced

: 16 that
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to perfuade hufbands to ftand fentinel during
the delivery of their wives, in order to pro-
teft them from being thruft at by fuch fteel
weapons, until there fhall be a fufficient
number of women trained up to take the
field with their natural arms alone.

I do not think it neceffary to apologize
for the mode of treating this fubjett. 1 have
ftudied delicacy of fentiment, as much as
was confiltent with perfpicuity ; endeavouring
to avoid licentious ideas on the one hand,
and ambiguity on the other; wifhing this
book to contain nothing that can. be injuri-
ous to the minds of adult females, whether.
fingle or married. Had I rendered it un-
fit to be a clofet companion for women, I
fhould have contributed to defeat the end.
for which it was written. '

I fhall conclude with proving, that male-
midwifery is A PERSONAL, A DOMESTIC,
AND A NATIONAL EVIL.

Do not the various lacerations of the
i}erimeum, unneceflary divifions of the {ym-
phyfis pubis, wounded urethre, &c. men-
tioned in the tenth letter, prove it to be a

PERSON AL



( 194 )

perRsovAL evil, without any further argu-
ments ?

It isa pomEesTIc evil, as it creates great
difcord in families; this I have known to be
the cale in feveral families, and I1have often
been afked by gentlemen, why females are
not employed in midwifery now, as much as
heretofore.

Your own common obfervation muft con-
firm the truth of what I am ftating ; but if
you really want proof, that hufbands in ge-
neral are very much diffatisfied with the fecres
obftetric-fervices of males, though an ima-
ginary necellity caufes them to fubmit there-
to, you need only read the books which
have been written againft man-midwifery, in
order to be amply convinced. The fpirit of
thefe books plainly fhew, that the authors of
them detefted every woman, who had un-
neceflarily fubmitted to the hands of accou-
cheurs, fo that their ownN wives would have
totally loft their affeflions, by employing
them.

Not long fince a gentleman married a
very beautiful woman, and when fhe was

~ pregnant
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pregnant of her firft child, he was very un-
happy for feveral months, fearing fhe would
be perfuaded, by fome of her fafhionable
female friends, to engage a man to deliver
her; till fhe one day told him, fhe intended
to befpeak a midwife in the neighbourhood.
He clafped her in his arms, and faid, he
would not have oppofed it, had fhe chofena
man, as he might have caufed her friends to
think, he was not fufficiently attentive to her
fafety ; but that his affeétion, which was
firengthened greatly by her choice of a wo-
man, muft have been confiderably diminithed,
by her employing a man. This fatt I can
authenticate. And how can any {enfible
hufband think otherwife than this did?
Do men marry wives to be prattifing-blocks
for midwife-dottors? Women know not
how much they weaken their hufband’s affec-
- tions by employing men,

If you and your obftetric brethren were
difpofed to be ufeful members of fociety,
and to promote domeftic happinefs, you
would ceale to teach midwifery to a parcel
of licentious boys (many of whom muft be
licentious, out of fuch a vaft number) and

you
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of their hufbands’ dignity, and their own
modefty, to employ men-midwives upon
any occafion: nay, I fay upon every
occafion ; for when once the male-midwife
has got admiffion into a houfe, he becomes
phylician-general to the whole family. If
the hufband be 1ll, the wife will not be
cafy, unlefs her dottor be called in, to the
great prejudice “of phyficians regularly
bred. The dangerous confequences of
iron inflruments, conftantly ufed by men-
midwives, and which often dzfiroy the life
of the child, or mother, or both; and the
certainty of rendering the woman’s perfon
difagreeable, if not difguftful, to her huf-
band, ought to have great weight with wo-
men, provided the matter of delicacy,
decency, and modefty, were out of the
queftion.’

Page 22. ¢ Why then fhould women
think it neceflary to expofe their perfons
and their infirmities, and to be twifted and
turned about, in whatever pofture or atti-
tude the man-midwife is plealed to direét,
either in bed or up, and to keep her hufband
all that time in MORE PAIN OF MIND

¢ {han.
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fent age, to the praftices of men-mid-
wives; and pronounce every woman, who
permits the vifits of a male fouching opera-
{or, during her pregnancy, unworthy of
the affeflion or regard of her hufband; -
and every one who admits them, even in
the hour of labour’ (hemeansunneceflarily)
not worthy of his future embraces, or
worth thofe of any other man ; and that
it is the VERY wWoRrsT of all proflitution,
and will foon extinguifh even the pradiice
of matrimony, except among that clafs of
people who poflefs neither fenfe nor {enti-
ment.’

Page 35. ¢I never meet any of thefe

obftetrical profeffors, that I do not look

upon them as I fhould on the Emperor of
Morocco, or the Bathaw of Tangiers,
going to vifit his feraglio.’

Now, Sir, as you and your brethren can-

not tell, how many of your patients’ huf-
bands are of the fame opinion as this author,
though they keep it to themfelves, it is
your duty, to refufe to deliver any woman
whofe hufband is not prefent, if at home;
that he may fee you do no more than is your

; duty,
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¢ Dottors Commons, &c. And yet I cannot:
< conceive why he fhould feel himfelf more
¢ injured, by the freedons having been
<'taken by a gay young man of fafhion,
¢ than by a dotlor. '

¢ Have not the liberties that he has wan-
¢ tonly taken with her perion, removed the
fhame of a firft violation ?
¢ Have not the {acred limits, that modely
¢ fhould guard fromdefilement, been profaned
¢ and polluted, by an unhallowed hand?

¢ Accuftomed to the licentious familiari-
¢ ties of ore man (not her hufband) a path
¢ has not only been opened, but made
{mooth, and eafy for AnoTner. Mon-
{trous!
¢ Have weno feelingleft? After modefty
¢ has flown from our dwellings, can we be
furprifed if virtue follows its companion
¢ and defender? Infamous as the adultrefs

-

Lol

¢ 15, her crime admits of extenuation, and
¢ fhe feems pure when balanced againft the
¢ pretender to modefty, who fends for her
¢ dotor to be digitated. Shame on fo
¢ abandoned a prattice! Let it be cried
¢ down, and fcandalized, as every man

¢ withes
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to male hands. Certainly (as Dr. Buchan
obferves) midwifery is an employment moft
proper for females, on many accounts.

Man-midwifery is alfo a ~NaTioNnaL
evil.

The firlt proof hereof I fhall quote, from
a book entitled, The Danger and Immodefty
af unneceffarily employing Men-midwives.

Page 27. <It is to the almoft general
¢ cuftom of employing men-midwives, that
¢ I attribute the frequent adulteries which dif-
¢ grace our country. JIgnorance has {pread
¢ this fhamelefs cuftom. Ignorance leads
¢ people to fugpofe men {afer than women.
¢ Ignorance of what the men-midwives.do,
¢ leads modeft women at fir/l to fubmit to
employ men; and if is sgnorance which
¢ leads hufbands (who love their wives) to
recommend, nay even {omectimes force
¢ them on their wives. They know not
~ * what firipes they are preparing for them-

¢ {elves,

Page 28. ¢ In thirty years praltice, a
£ perfon might prabably never meet with a
€ fingle cafe where a good woman might
¢ not have done the bufinefs. This confeflion
¢ was made to me by an eminent man-mid-

‘¢ wife,
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¢ ought to charaéterize their fex, from be-
¢ ing habituated to the familiarities of their
¢ men-midwives.’

Page 33. ¢ It cannot be denied, wuf
¢ fruth, but thele vifitations from men-mid-
‘ wives, remove, in a great meafure, the
¢ horror of thofe intrufions on the advanced
¢ pofts of virtue, which are its greateft fafe-
¢ guards—and ferve fo prepare the way for
¢ the addreffes of gay young men, who make
¢ 1t therr bufinefs to feduce married women
¢ into the path of infamy.

¢ She cannot but e confcious, that the
‘ doétor is infringing on the hufband.” Is
he not infringing on his own wife al{o ?

Page 35. ¢ Blufh, ye women of fathiony
‘ to own that any man befides your hufband;
¢ is admitted to liberties with your perfons!’

Page 40. ¢ What undertaking can be
¢ more difficult to fucceed in, than an en~
¢ deavour to reform the manners of a vicious
¢ age? Yet, encouraged by the confciouf-
¢ nefs of the rettirude of my intentions, and
¢ of the fincerity of my wifhes to repair the
¢ foundation of matrimonial happinefs, &c.’

Page 43. ¢ It is for this wanion ule of

K ¢ men,

-
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men, that I wifh I had abilities to expole
their want of modefty in colours firiking
enough to hold out fuch women to the
univerfal ridicule of the world, and draw
down on them the contempt and indigna-
tion of the virtuous.

Page 48. ¢ I hope to live to fee the day,
when innate modefty will be the charac-
teriftic of Englifh women; and of courfe,
when a lady will not be more publicly
branded with infamy for the moft barefaced
proftitution, than for the effrontery which
will then be neceflary to enable a woman
wantonly to employ a man-midwife.

Page 60. ¢ Whoever reads the new{-
papers of three years back, will find many
paragraphs informing us of the profecution
of men midwives for crim. cen.’

Each of thefe three authors fhew, that_

great mifchief has been done by the impa-
" tience and inftruments of men and boys,
and that fkilful midwives are much fafer ;
but as I have before provED 1T FROM
racts, I need not quote what they have

written thereon.

And now, Sir, what can be more evident,
than
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than that man-midwifery is a ~vaTionax
cvil 7 Is it not the deftruflion of female
modefly ? Hence the readinefls of women to
admit a new dotlor every child, if their
former dottor happens to be engaged when
they fall in labour. Hence the cuftom
(among fafhionable females) of {ending for
their doftors to inform them if they be with
child. Hence the elopements and adulteries
among noble and honourable couples, and the
little cenfure f{uch condutt meets with,
Hence the immodefty of women who can
{it in the pit of the theatres, among males,
and behold the half-fkirted female dancers,
dilcovering the fhape of their legs and thighs
pro bono publico*. Hence the number of
young women who give way to their feducers,
after feeing their mothers voluntarily fubmit
to be handled and twifted by men-midwives,
without the protettion of their hufbands;
though a more modeft neighbour has been
delivered fafely (feveral times) by women,
Hence the improper familiarities at mafque-
vades, between lewd men of fafhion, and
women whofe modefty has been facrificed

K2 at

* Having begun to imitate the French, in midwifery,
we go on to imitate their various fafhionable levites,
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fex, and what an havock they may make
of both its fafety and modefty, to lay
nothing of the detriment to population, 11
the deftruction of the infants.’

I will now prove that the EpucATING
of men for the prattice of midwifery, 1s a
NATIONAL EVIL, [ince 1t promotes pro-
ftitution.

In the feventh letter, I took notice of
the mode of teaching males to ule the
catheter; of the touching leflure; of fuf-
fering thirty or forty male pupils to attend
one woman in labour; and of permitting
each of them to examine her. We cannot {up-
pofe any modeflt marsied woman would {ub-
mit to {uch treatment a fecond time; thercfoie
we will allow the majority of females {o han-
dled, to have been feduced, and the reft of
them to be ftreet-pacers, or vice verfa. Buat
are the beft of them likely to be reclaimed,
and made good members o! {‘-::nc:if:tyil after.
having been touched, and handled, and
twifted, and wurned, and expofed by, and to,
fuch a number of boys; and after feeing
other females ferved the fame, who happen
to be delivered in the fame room during

K3 their
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their confinement ?  On the contrary, doth
it not eradicate every remaining virtuous
fentiment, and complete their education as
common proftitutes; juft as a few weeks
education in Newgate, qualifies the pick-
pocket for the highway ?

"Whereas many of thefe women, yea, of
the worft of them, might perhaps become
good members of fociety, if they were de-
livered by their own fex, and if fome good
matron were to give thema le€ture now-and-
then during their recovery, on the advan-
tages of a virtuous life. But, alas! thefe
male-lyiﬁg-in holpitals are fo far from being
worthy of the names of charitable inftitu-
tions ; the certainty of a reception into them,
and of lying-in free of expence, and of re-
ceiving money from the pupils into the
bargain, induces many to take fhelter in the
infernal afylum, a fecond, and perhaps a
third or fourth time, who would otherwife
become induftrious and ufeful to fociety,
after their firlt misfortune.

As I before obferved, very few virtuous
married women will enter thefe obftetric

brothels, fo that men cannot be taught the
_ practical
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praftical part of midwifery, without having
proftitutes to pra&ife upon; and thofe who
are not abandoned when they enter the
hofpital, have very different ideas when
they leave it. And is not thisa NATIONAL
evil? What fignifies inftituting one Aly=
- lum in order to reclaim unfortunate females,
while many others are eftablifhed which tend
to ruin them, and all this for no other pur-
pofe, butto fill the pockets, and indulge the
lalcivious defires of a body of men, who
have chofen fuch an effeminate employment
in- preference to al/ others, and impofe
themfelves on the credulity of virtuous
females, by making them believe, that na-
ture does little or nothing for them in labour,
and that they cannot be fafe in female
hands.

To fum up thefle three particulars, is there
no evily in eutting 2 woman’s fhare-bone in
two before the effeét of the labour-pains be
tried ? In performing this operation on a wo-
man who can bearliving children by the powers
of nature only, when attended by a mid-
wife ? In breaking inftruments in the wombs
of women, who afterwards expel the children

| K4 by
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of ‘man-midwifery ; and now I befeech any
rational Being to judge, whether it be a
PERSONAL,A DOMESTIC, AND A NATIONAL
EVIL, Or not.

I intended to conclude here, but muft beg
your patience a little longer.

A few words concerning abortions.

You know, Sir, when the embryo is fup-
pofed to be dead, but does not come away
within a few days; if the woman have much
hemorrhage, fhe is examined per vaginam ;
and if the ftate of the os utert will- permit it,
the extranecous fubjeft is brought away
manually. And pray, Sir, why do not
accoucheurs fend for a woman to do this?
Does 1t require great fkill 7 So they would
make their patients believe, in order to make
them fubmit to {fuch an outrageous attack on
their modelly, at a time when they are nos
in labour. And why does the hufband’s
prefence offend them on this occafion too,
that they muft bave him out of the room,
before they attempt to examine his wife?
Be {o kind, Sir, as to tell the public, what is
their motive for preferring ¢his fecrecy.

Dr. Olfborn having quoted the facred

| Ks wrilings,
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writings, I will follow his example, and
take the liberty to recommended thefe two.
paffages to your confideration.

¢ Men loved darknels rather than light,
¢ becaufe zheir deeds were evil. For every
¢ one that doeth evil hateth the light, nei-
¢ ther cometh to the light, left his deeds
¢ fthould be reproved.
¢ Can a man take fire in his bofom, and his
clothes not be burned? Can one go upon
hot coals, and his feet not be burned? So
he that goeth in to his neighbour’s wife;
whofoever ToucHETH her fhall not be in-

nocent.’
When I reflet on the confequences of

keeping hufbands from their wives when in
labour, I am filled with indignation againft
the men who encourage it. They all know
that courace ftimulates the uterus to con-
graft, and naTurarry haltens the birth;
and that rear prevents uterine contraftion,
and protratts the birth, perhaps for feveral
hours; juft as encouragement invigorates

the weak party in combat, and vice ver/fa.
I fay, they all know this, and yet, timid
women mult be kept feveral hours longer in
| | pain,
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pain, rather than be permitted to receive the
encouragements of their tender hufbandss
and then, to make amends for this defeét,
the infant’s head muft be battered three hours
with the fteel lever!

For the fake of numaniTy as well as
decency, thefe dark male deeds ought to be
expofed to the hufbands, that they may fee
whether they be ¢v:/ or not.

~ You fay, there were near forty puplls 1,
your clafs, who attended Nelly Sanderfon’s
labour. Now, we will fuppofe that you

and Dr. Lowder educate (at leait) one hun-
~ dred pupils annually; . e. two thoufand in
twenty years. It 1s natural to imagine, they
are all advocates for the lever, and that they
all ufe it occalionally; you inform us, your
fon has repeatedly had recourfe to it; we
will take it for granted, that each pupil
(after he has begun bufinefs) delivers, at
lealt, one hundred women annually : if
therefore they ufe the lever on the head of
only one child in ten, as fuccefsfully as your
fon did, rour mrrrions of children’s.
heads mult be wounded in twenty years, &y
the fcholars of (wo teachers only !
K6 For
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or in a word, could it be eftablifhed as a
law in our ceremonial, that wherever cha-
ratters in either fex were become notori-
ous, it fhould be deemed infamous either
to pay or receive a vifit from them, and
the door were to be fhut againft them in
all public places, till they had fatisfied the
world, by giving tefltimony of a better:
A few fuch plain and honefl maxims faith-

Jully put in praéttice, would force us upon

fome degree of reformation. Till this s
done, 1t avails little that we have no mer-
cy upon them with our fongues, fince they
elcape without feeling any ofker inconve-
nience. )

¢ We all cry out that the world is cor-
rupt, and I fear too juftly; but we never
reflett what we bave to thank for it, and
that our open countenance of vice, which
gives the lye to our private cenfures of it,
is its chief protetion and encouragement.’
I beg leave to fay, Sir, that it is abomi-

nably indecent for men to attend a woman
in labour, when the hufband is not prefent.
Are they proper perfons to propole trying
pains? no, they ought to tell the hufband

when
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when it is neceflary, and let him propofe it
to his wife. ' |
Moreover, it is much more decent for
him to put her on the bed, and to change
her pofition, if neceflary, than for another
man to make himlelf fo bufy, when the

nurfe is not able to move her. Yes, fir,

and-it 1s the duty of every man in the bloom
of life, to call the patient’s hufband (if not
in the room) to do this, in order that his
own bofom may not be fired, by touching his
neighbour’s wife in parts unaffetted by the
labour pains: for I appeal to hufbands to:
determine, whether they could coolly walk
upon Aot coals; in other words, whether
they could coolly turn, twift, and touck a
new and beautiful objett ? And whether the
man 1s loft in the term, Dofior 2 Then what

fools bave we all been, fo tamt':l).; to give up.

our wives, beds, and bed-rooms to other
men, in compliance with the cuftom of our
country, which ‘has been eftablifhed to
an{wer the ends of midwife-doctors! It muft
“be a great crime truly, for a man to ap-
proach his wife before the Doétor has done
with her!! I hope no hufband will fuffer

himfelf

IR i e .
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himfelf to be fo barefacedly impofed on in
future.

It is true, old men who have been fatiated
by 20 or 30 years praétice among fome
thoufands of females, may not feel much in-
convenience ; but who can anfwer for boys,
and young men, after receiving an educa-
tion which tends to corrupt the moft chafte
morals? What has happened to Dr. Morley
and many others, may not happen again,
but nothing lefs than the hufband can pre-
vent fome, even old, dottors, from making
too free with their hands, their eyes, and
their inftruments, as I have already proved
from the conduét of Dr. Smellie and others,

It appears unaccountably ftrange, that
hufbands will place the greateft confidence
in men, whofe education renders them the
Jeaft worthy of it.  What would a man feel,
to learn that any oTHER than @ medical man
was in his wife’s room during her delivery,
‘though he knew fhe was not touched by
him? Would he not inftantly rufh upon
him, and drag him out?

Is it becaule men-midwives have been
educated in holfpitals, where decency is

5 never
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wives” hands; but you are cuirTy, when-
ever you go in to your ncighbour’s wife uzn-
neceffarily, for you know that fkilful midwives
are full as fafe as men, in natural labours,
- though your employers have been perfuade 1
otherwife. Your afiiftance is unneceflary,
when your patients live near a good mid-
wife, and when the labour is natural; there-
fore when you fouch your neighbour’s wife,
under thefe circumitances, you are not in-
nocent, though your livelihood depend
thereon.

It is not lawful to get money by impofi-
tion, nor to take improper liberties with
other men’s wives, through the channel of
their ignorance of what nature does for them
in labour, though that ignorance may caufe
them to fend for you, for that purpofe.

If this be not found argument, it is law-
ful for lewd men to take improper liberties
with a female-ideot, becaufe they have wick-
ed cunning enough to perfuade her to con-
fent to ity or becaule fhe voluntarily invites
them to do it. Can there be a more execra-
ble aflion than this? And wherein does uz-
neceffary male-midwifery differ from it?

I verily
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I verily believe, Sir, that it is the duty of
you and your brethren, to tell women who
live near good midwives, and whoe have not
- experienced difhculty in former labours, that
midwifery is not men’s work, though it is
lawful for Surgeons to afiift in difficult cafes.
If you will not now believe what I have faid
on this particular, you may riNDp 1T TRUE
in the next werld. |

Some women, who are not very much at-
tached to male-prattice, think, men are (at
any rate) more fafe than fkilful midwives
the firft child. On the contrary, I have
been perfuaded, that it is extremely dan-
gerous to employ men the firft child, and 1
can relate feveral faéls to prove it; one
however fhall fuffice, which I am prepared
to authenticate, if called upon.

A lady whom I know, had a man the firft
time, and had a prolapfus vagine, vel uteri,
after her delivery ; whether from his lever
or not, I will not determine, though I am
free to think. She being as ignorant as
moft other women are, the firft child, {up-
pofed it to be the navel ftring, not knowing -

that 1t came away with the placenta, into
which



(223 )

which 1t 1s inferted; therefore fhe did not
mention it to her hufband ; and the nurle
being as ignorant as herfelf, told the dottor
(as ufual) from day to day, that all was right;
and the lady could not mufter up courag:
enough to afk him, if her fituation was the
fame as that of all other females recendy de-
livered. The flrength of her conititution
caufed the vagina to return of inelf on the
fourth day; a very rare cafe! and fhe re-
covered, though it was ax hair’s breadth
efcape. But fhe will never have a man
again ; for, as fhe juftly obferves, fhe could
have told a midwife her fituation, on the
firft vifit, though fhe could not tell her
doélor.

Women have died in labour, rather tkan
tell their male-attendant, they could not
pafs their water; died in labour, £ fay,
with ruptured bladders! How many have
fuffered extreme torture, rather tlan give
their do€tors the fame information the firft
~days of their lying-in? Thofe wio are at-
tended by their own fex, efcape all thefe
difagreeable circumftances: ir fhort, wo-

men are expofed to various daigers and in-
convenlencies
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rate, as you are a teacher of art, it was
your duty to attend the cafe without any
other profeffor, and to make your report to
Dr. Young, while he was waiting in another
room: he could have given his advice there,
when vou ought to ufe the forceps, without
increafing the woman’s fears, by feeing and
Jfeeling that two firange men were in the
room from the beginning of labour.

You know, Sir, it is no uncommon thing,
for one accoucher to get accels to a labour
room, by the favour of another prattitioner,
as yourlelf acknowledge, page 103.

What tame animals huflbands are, when
their wives are in labour! fo fuffer other
men to grant favours of this kind.

I hope, married men will not be fo eafily
deceived in future, as to permit midwife
doflors to invite their friends to handle
their wives from the beginning of labour
fuch kind favours being too valuable to be
wantonly communicated.

I affure you, Sir, I know many men,
who would have given you and your late
worthy friend Dr. Young a very warm
reception, had they caught you otk in their

| wives’
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¢ in favour of waiting till the effeéts of the
¢ labour pains, in forcing forward the child,
¢ fhall be accurately afcertained, fhould
¢ prove the means of preferving a fingle
¢ life, by preventing young prattitioners
¢ from uling deftruétive inftruments, without
¢ the moft urgent caufe. And I fhall feel
¢ myfelf much flattered, if thefe arguments
~ % fhould induce you to corrett, if not alto-
¢ gether retract thofe erroneous,and, I think,
¢ dangerous opinions, which you maintain
¢ in oppofition to thefe do&rines.’

¢ I have the honour to be be’ with the
greateft refpeét for you, though not for your

profeffon,
YOUR MOST OBEDIENT
HUMBLE SERVANT,

London,

Feb, 2z, 1793.
JOHN BLUNT.






POSTSCRIFPT.

HAVE no doubt but Mr. Hamilton’s
defign publicly to recommend the ufe
of Dr. Lowder’s lever, after the dreadful
confequences of his ufing it on Mrs. Gray,
will fufficiently juftify my feverity againit
its ufe in the thirteenth letter. Yet, left
any reader fhould transfer my arguments
againft the ufe of the inftrument, from thence
to the perfons of thofe who recommend it,
I beg leave to fay, that I would as foon em -
ploy Dr. Hamilton and his {on to 'deliver
my own wife, as any other men ; that I never
faw either of them, and therefore can have
no perfonal motive in writing thefe letters;
that Dr. Hamilton’s arguments againft the
premature deftruétion of children in the
womb, ought to be written in letters of gold,
as well as Dr. Ofborn’s animadverfions on
the cruelties praétifed by the male- -operators
of the prefent day.
L | Mr,
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‘Mr. Hamilton’s manNER of applying the
lever was certainly very fkilful, and yet the
cale of Mrs. Gray proved very unfuccefsful ;
which circumftance ought to prevent his
~ publifhing a recommendation of that inftru-
ment ; efpecially as he knows, there is not
one profeflor in one hundred, who under-
{tands it fo well as he does.

After thefe acknowledgments, the public
will perceive, that I wifh my arguments
to be weighed 1n the balance of impartiality ;
if they be not weighty enough to ftand that
teft, they deferve to fall to the ground;
then let not the imperative law of cuftom
preponderate againit them, any more than
perfonal prejudice in favour of them.

When men publifh their own mode of
pratlice as an example to others, any perfon
has a right publicly to fcrutinize that mode,
as well as to examine the validity of their
prattical opinions; and hereby other prac-
titioners can better judge, how far they
ought to be adopted, or rejefted.

Perhaps every man who publifhes his own
mode of prattice, is a little too partial to it ;
how far this is the cale with refpett to the

lever,
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Tever, and the divifion of the fhare-bone, the
reader muft judge for himfelf, after reachng
an account of the refult thereof.

I have given my opinion the more freely
on (what I conceive to be) errors in Dr.
Ofborn’s and the two Dr. Hamiltons” oblte-
tric creeds, becaufe I have reafon to believe,
their reputation, both as prattitioners and
teachers, is too well eftablifhed to neced
encomiums, or, as individuals, to be injured
by my plain dealing with their praétical
opinions ; and I flatter mylelf, Dr. Hamilton
cannot fail to fee the propriety of my argu-
ments, refpeéting the dangerous confequences
of uling Dr. Lowder’s, as well as other
levers; and alfo the introduélion of forty
-men and boys to one woman in labour;
whether he have the candour to acknowledge
it, or not.

If, on the contrary, Dr. Hamilton can
lay his band on his heart, and fay, he has no
objettion to have forty young men intro- -
duced to his own wife, when in labour, and
to have his favourite lever ufed on her three
hqurs together, before the effeét of the pains
be tried; then I will retraét all I have faid,

Lz and
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THE
Following ornamental and entertaining Articles

ARE PUBLISHED BY

S. W. FORES,

No. 3, PICCADILLY, axp No. 51, FooT S1DE OF
St. PAUL’s CHURCH-YARD,
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PRI NG .S
OUR fheets of the Princirar BuiLp-
iNcs in London, containing, Plate 1,
Horfe-guards from the Park, Buckingham-
houfe, Carlifle-houfe, and Melbourne-houfe.
Plate 2, Manfion-houfe, Foundling-hofpital,
Admiralty, and Royal Exchange. Plate 3,
St. Paul’s, Somerfet-place, Adelpbi, and
Guildhall. - Plate 4, Lanfldowne-houfe,
Banqueting-houle, Whitehail, Burlington-
houfe, and the Bank. The sth Plate will
be publifhed in June; the whole will be'
completed in 12 plates, containing 48 build-
ings, price 5s. each plate. They are cor-
rect views of the different places; are very
neatly coloured, and exceedingly orna-
mental as furniture, when framed, or very
fuitable to bind up with hifteries of London,
or
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one, Side-box Sketches, and one, Field-day
in Hyde-park, all 15s. the pair, very highly
coloured ; alfo a very capital engraving of
La Place Vidltoire at Paris, before it was de-
firoyed by the patriots, 10s. 6d. Alfo a
pair, Damp-fheets and Houle-breakers; pair,
Married-man and Batchelor; pair, four
o'clock in town and country ; pair, Art of
Feeling and Benevolence; pair, Confulta-
tion and Convocation. A flet, four prints.
of the High-mettled Racer, from Dibdin’s
ballad, with the words underneath, a very
grand and firiking reprefentation of the
poet’s idea, price 1l. 1s. neatly coloured;
four prints of huntings,---Breakfaft, Hare-
hunting, Fox Chace, and Death, 10s. 6d.
neatly coloured; a pair, the Chace and
Return, gs. a pair of races, very neat, 5s.
a pair, Stage-coach and Phaeton, 8s. a pair.
A little bigger and tighter, 5s. Single
prints, Student, Slugs in a Saw-pit, Firft and
Second Floor, French and Englifh Bawd on
her laft Legs, Comfortable Nap in a Polt-
chaile, 2s. 6d. An Inn-yard, 3s. a pair,
Vifit to the Uncle and Aunt, 4s. and pair
drefling for the Mafquerade, and Birth-day,
10s. pair, Single, and Married, and Modifh,
and Prudifh, 55s. The above are all the beft
performances of this efteemed aruft, are all
Jaid down and neatly coloured, and may be
had bound up in one volume, or feparately,
with No. 1, 2, 3,and 4, of outlines of figures,

land-
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