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appearance, and will stand steadily upon the bed,
provided the lower end be supported by a string
attached to the bed-poles.

The advantages of slinging a broken leg or thigh
are very great. It will be well, perhaps, in this place,
to notice the more striking of them. 1. The greater
certainty with which we can command the relative
position of the pelvis and the injured limb. When
the latter is immoveably fixed, it is well known
that any movement in the former, however slight,
must occasion a greater or less degree of displace-
ment of the extremities of the fractured bone.—
But by having the leg thus supported in a sling, it
is permitted, with perfect safety, a degree of free-
dom which enables it to accommodate itself to any
movement of the pelvis: it makes a corresponding
movement which preserves completely their rela-
tive position. 2. It is by the consent, thus estab-
lished between the pelvis and extremity, that the
patient’s bowels may be easily evacuated without
injury or danger, while the greatest degree of
cleanliness may be observed. 3. In compound
fractures of the leg, the sling is remarkably useful
in maintaining the horizontal position of the leg,
while the knee is bent at that angle which is found
most compatible with comfort. By this position
the weight of the stream of blood is prevented
from pressing upon the injured part, while the
most perfect rest is ensured, and a degree of
coolness which cannot be obtained when the leg is
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15 vacant, ex cept for about three inches below the
flexure on which the knee rests, A screw plays
through the cross bar at the bottom, by means of
which is moved a foot-piece which slides along the
parallel bars with a steady motion. To the foot-
piece is affixed, by means of straps, which regulate
accurately its height, &c., a shoe made of soft ma-
terials, and provided with straps and buckles for fix-
ing it firmly to the ancle and instep.

It will appear obvious that in fractures of the
leg, whether simple or compound, when the knee
is made a fixed point and the foot properly fixed
in the shoe, extension to any degree can be made
with ease by means of the screw which acts upon
the foot. piece. When turned in the proper degree,
the screw is prevented from further motion by
means of nuts which are brought close to the cross-
bar through which it plays. Though perhaps all
this may seem complicated in description, it is per-
fectly simple in its operation. The fractured bone
is thus effectually reduced and secured from dis-
placement ; but it will be found to be fixed and
supported at the extremities only, while the cen-
tral part is in an insulated state between the two
parallel bars which stand at a considerable distance
on either side.

The nature of the accident must now determine
our further proceedings. If it be a simple frac-
ture, side splints may be applied to the leg, and
fixed by straps, tapes, or in such manner as incli-
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The fractured ends of the bone protruded to a
considerable extent, and a portion, which was
completely detached, was removed. The perios-
teum was destroyed for several inches, and the
external wound extended nearly from the ankle to
the knee. It wasa large gaping lacerated wound ;
and altogether the accident was of so severe a cha-
racter as to render it doubtful whether an attempt
to save the leg could be made with prudence or a
reasonable chance of success. After some consi-
deration it was determined to give it a trial. I,
therefore, placed the limb upon the apparatus, ren-
dered the knee a fixed point by means of the
straps above and below it, fixed the foot in the
shoe, and by acting upon the foot-piece with the
screw, the overlapping portions of bone were
brought back to their places with ease and preci-
sion.  The wound was so wide that the edges
were drawn together with strips of plaster, a many-
tailed bandage was applied, the sling was adjusted,
and the patient was left in a more comfortable state
than could have been expected. In consequence of : i
the general bruises which he had received, leeches
were applied to the abdomen, and an anti-phlogis- 5
tic plan of treatment was pursued. In three or
four days the dressings were removed and the
wound thoroughly cleansed ; which operation has
been repeated on every second day since, quickly
and easily ; and the progress of the cure has gone
on uninterruptedly. A portion of the bone, which
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