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CHESTER INFIRMAIRY,

— BEEEEAEEE —

At the Weekly Board, 6ih July, 1824,
IT WAS MOVED,

That the Mevicar Orricers be earnestly requested to meet privately, to agree
upon an outline Plan of Improvement, for the better enabling the Committee, as a
body, to carry into effect the resolution passed this day.

On the 3d January, 1825,
At a Meeting of the Committee appointed for the general improve.nent of the Infirmary,

IT WWAS MOVED,

That the evidence in favour of, as well as of that against, the principle of heal-
ing and venlilating private dweéllings, hospitals, publie buildings, &e. §e. as conducted
by Mr. Sylvester, be referred to the Medical Officers of this Institution, and that they
be requested to draw up a memorial, medical and philosophical, upon the subject, for
the guidance of public opinion at the Special General Meeling (o be held for receiving
the 2nd part of the Report of the Commzttee upon the State of the Charity.




PREFACE.

B —— —

Chester, May 198k, 1825,
 8IR, : y

I aw requested by the Bumwoive Comwmrrtee, appointed 17th instant, to
carry into cffect the Intended Alterations at the Cuester Ixpirmany, to inform you that the Plans approved by the
special General Board, with some slight modifications made by the Committee, are now lying on the table in the Board-
Room, It Is the wish of the Committee to receive from you, yowr writfen sentiments upon the Plans, with any altﬁl_‘ﬂm“‘s
or deviations you would wish to recommend, previously fo Saturday the 25th inst. when the Commitiee mect in the
Board-Room, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon.

1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Yery respectfully, Your's, &c. &c.
WILLIAM COLE, JUNg.

ARCAITECT TO TEE COMMITTED.
e, Cumaming.

|

Bridge-Sireet, 27th May, 1825.

GENTLEMEN,

Havire takena lively interest in the fate of (he © Prorosins For EXTENDING
THE Prax ann InproviNG THE GEXERAL Ecowony oF Tae Coester Ispieuary,” I beg leave to sabmit to your peru-
sal the accompanying “ CONTRIBUTLONS,” (prior to publication) as containing my sentiments on these highly im-
poriant subjects,

Asto the meritsof the Plan recommended by Mr, Basxay, and adopied by the last Special General Meeting of
the 17th May, you will observe that I think favourably of it in many respeets.  But it is my mwost solemn opinion, that
it is inferior, in point of many essentinls, to that laid before the meeting, of the 8th Seplember last, by Mr. CcoLg,
and az published with the Repori of the Committee of Improvement. But yon will say, that the Governors have de-
cided the question by appointing you, at their last General Special Meeting, to carry a specific Plan into effect. I amready
to admit the truth of the position, but I feel assured that an appeal from you in faveurof any modification or extension
of the Plan agreed upon, so as o secure the greatest degree of improvement at the least possible expense, will be most
gratefully received by the subzeribers and public in gencral.

Formyself, I have to express my regret that the Medical Officers did not, in the beginning, take their proper share
of responsibility in leading the public mind in favor of the proposed improvements, * in the separation and classification
of the patients, in the warming and ventiiating the different wards, in the establishment of day-rooms, &eo. &¢" asany
anarked difference of opinion on their part could not fail, in the mare advanced stages of the investizgation, matenally to
injure the interests of the charity committed to their care, But it will readily be addmitted that it is moch more casy to
=tart objections than toohviate them, and therefore it iz with no ordinary degree of satisfaction that T find you have afforded
them a lavorable opportunity for stating what they consider to be the clements of legitimate Hospital improvement, in
making their remarks upon Mr. Bassaws’s Plan.

Fermitme tooffer to your consideration the accompanying Plan for roeofing in the quadrangle, (as lald before the
late Commitiee) suggested by Mr, Hanmizox, but Planned by Mr. CoLe. Infact, it may be viewed in the light of an ¢x-
tension of the principle embraced in Mr, Dacxaci's Plan, as you will perceive that there are similar Galleries, &e.
but by placing the principal stair-case, with dome light in the centre of (he building (as in the Derby Inlirmary)— as also
the nurses’-rooms and baths, in the way propoced —voUn pAv-nwooss— fogether with two capital wards (in the site of the
present front stair-case) capable of containing twelve patients—and a complete suit of apartments for o Dispensary, asin
Mr, Coce'’s published Plans, wounld beobtained at a very light additional expense (£300) withont sacrificing the conve-
nience and effiectof a principal stair-case,

But, important as the proposed modifications of the plan of the huildings are, they sink, inmy bumble opinion, into
nothing, in comparison with the value of judiciously revizing the existing code of rules and regulations, the charity being
declared, by the most competent authorities, to be in a state bordering upon that of disorganization,

Having thus attempted, at your request, to give an estimate of the merits of the Plan in question, together with hings
for its improvement ; and, at the same time, to evince, by the accompanying documents, my sense of the duties belong-
to my apppaintment upon the late Committee, I have now, finally, to withdraw from the very unequal contest in which,
for nearly twelve months, 1 have been engaged,

I remain, Genflemen,
Your obedient humble Servant,
GEORGE CUMMING.

P.5.—Would not the stair.case, upon the Plan proposed, form a most convenient Chapel ; the patients, male and fe-
male, having merely to arrange themselves along the galleries npon a level with their respeciive wards, immediately under
the eye of the Chaplain, and without the merest nolse, hurry. or confusion; while those too il to attend, convalescents
frnulx fever, and the Magdalen paticnts, might be placed in the different nurees’-rooms, bath-rooms, &c. 032 to hear
Divine Service regularly performed without mixing with the general patients,

To the Commitice appointed for superintending fhe Impropement
af the Chester General Infirmarsy,






CHESTER INFIRMARY,

Board Room, Btk Seplember, 1824,

AT THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE GOVERNORS, held this day, for the pur
ose of reeeiving the Rc|1m:rl and Plans of the Committee, appointed on the 15th of June last, for superintend-
g the erection of convalescent Wards, Baths, &c.

RESOLVED,
That the Report now read be received.

That this Bl:]:'m:],I {!u[:,,r apprﬁc[aﬁng the importance of the labours of the Cu:::miltur_‘} as modified at the
desire of the '!'l’GQH}' Board, of Ju[}r l!illlj do request them to continue their in{lui:‘iuﬁ—!u confer with Mr. Syr-
VESTER, as to the cost and the best mode of introducing his Apparatos for warming and ventilaling the Building,
as well as for Cnoking, “‘raﬁhiug, &e. and it is further re:luf_':iicrl] of the Commitiee to take under their considera-
tion any Plans which may be submitted to them, and to ﬂp}:!:,r for such other Plans as they may think will be de
sirable to ensure the best improvements for the Infirmary, and to prosecule their examination into the Rules and
Regulations of the Charity.

That when the Committee shall be prepared with a full Report upon all points affecting the interesis of
the Chnrit%', they inform the Weekly Board of the same, who are hereby requested to call a Special General
Meecting of the Governors lo consider and decide upon it; and thal,in the mean, time the Secretary be ordered to
send to each of the Governors a printed Copy of the Report read this day, and the Lithographic Plans of Mr.
Core, Juxn.

That the Commitiee be requ&aiet] to consider of the best mode of effecting the very iu:llmrlnrll irnprn'.'n:--
ments proposed, so that the funded property of the Charity shall be uncrom.']w:f upon as little as possible, and
that for this, or the Eﬂhﬂt‘al purposes of the Committee, they be authorized Lo add to their number Jut followmg
gentlemen :—Lord Belgrave, Col. Ince, Rev. R, Massie, G. B. Granville, Esq. C. Morrall, Esq. H. Potts, Esq,

L A e
PR AT e TR il e

BEPDHIRT,

Since the last Special General Meeting of the Governors, (8th of Seplember last) your Commiltee have
mel rfl'lﬂiltﬂd]jf for the purpose of tnking into eonsideration the different Plans submitted 1o their :iulir.'w:, as well as
for that of rru:u-el\riug sugmestions for the general improvement of the Infirmary. OF the Plans in question, the
most extensive has been received from G. Rowraxns, Eog, Senior Surgeon Lo the Institution, and which is, in
many respects, warthy of the attention of the Governors, as it embraces the important prineiple of separating
anmd ¢13“’rf|"g the alieut‘a, medical and Hurgicnl, b}" l'li‘-.'it“ng the |0I]g wards afler the manner denoted in Pl]l?.
€ore’s Plans. In Mr, Rowraxp’s Plans loo, day-rooms for the convaleseent are provided, and every attention
has been paid to arranging the Baths, de, in the most convenient siluations. Nor have the instructions of the
f“"mm'“ﬁﬁ! to provide for the introduction of EVErY impmvemcnt', made al other similar establishments, in cook-
n 2 '“"EISI'II.IJ'E'I, &e. been furguftcn. But the chisf abjr:r:lion lo the Plan is the rreat expense with which its com=
pletion would be attended ;‘ne:lll'lf.‘r does it provide for (as in Mr. Cer’s Plans) a suit of apartments for treating
the UHI'PMI’E!‘“? as at a D"P'él’?ﬂrjh an Uhﬁﬂ which will turn ant in the sequel to Le af prim:lr:,.' importance.. -
]n_gl:leed, lll_e_amslu:ﬁ acnnmtnudalmn for the Medical Officers and patients is highly defective, as it may ;mpl'u:n that
four Plaj"SIt'-IE!‘I‘T‘t and three Sorreons may be obliged to meet on public days to examine and to preseribe fi  their
respeclive Patients, male and female, in the same room, in dimensions hardly eighteen feet square.

Which -_I;‘ft:,:;“?“fpl*“];m which your Commiltee have to turn the attention of the Governors is that of Mr. Luxr,
alio rm:!i“f: i E:hl?lit e rurn!atlon of Eﬂﬂerleﬂ for exercise am’.] uDul:l:ﬂnl:Eﬂian:1, a5 Ijll I_Ilijl", ltnwr._t_n' p's Plan, as

alleri e establishment of 1mPrWEd aths and matcr-clmiels, i two rnje;:ling I;Itlllll]l:lg.‘i- of ten h:t‘:i, from the
Eh ries into the quadrangle, after the manner of the new or cross buﬁ;ling represented in Mr. Core’s Plan, The

apel; in this Plan, as well as i L b : t i : - 4
Seto-the quadmngli’ asin that of Mr. Roweaxps, is considerably enlarged by throwing a bow-window
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Mr. Bagxatr has also presenied the Committee with a Plan, the leading peculiarities of which consist in
improving the ventilation of the ill:lru:irilnglrﬁ.J by ﬂ'ﬂ'nﬁlig a sunk area exdernally and internally, and in appropri-
alin__r:, az in Mr. Cong’s l"’lan, the apartments of the bazement story 1o offices.  Mr. Bagnall proposes a gal ery
round the interior of the building, for the purposesof communicating with and veatilating the different wards
az well as of rulurging the dimensions of those wards on the east and west side of the huilcling, and by placing t_h.;
nurses’-rooms, baths, water-closets, &c. in the centre divisions of the lony wards, he makes a consicﬁ-rablu im-
provement at a moderate expense.  The Chapel, however, and the day-room in the Magdalen establishment, ac-
cording to the Plan, must be converted into passage-rooms from the stairs to the galleries. And it may be ob-
served, that though none of the abave Plans provide for the introduction of the modern improvements made in
heating and ventilating similar building=, Mr, Sylvesier has given il as his opinion, that they may easily be com-
bined with any of them.

D, Warrrer too has given in a Plan, Lutas it rejects the principle of separating and c'|as.-=.if'3ril.lg the
patients, the establishment of day-rooms, &c. il may curﬁuril}l byix lliﬁ]lnﬂeti af,

" - - 0w 1 [l - . . o1 S
The I:!.x'_l T'!:m, to which your Commitlee have to advert, is the joint production of the Commitlce thiem-
selves, but which, candour compels them to admit, upon consideration, is inferior to the majority of the abeve.

As the question, therefore, now siands, your Commitlee beg to sugoest the propriety of referring the
different Plans to some experienced Architeel, "in order to insure to the puElic the greatest improvement at the
least possible expense ; and they are glad Lo avail themselves of the opportunity to slute thal the eminent County
Arvchiteet, Tuomas Hannisox, Esq. has given it a2 his opinion that the best mede to carry the proposed improve-
ments into effeet, would be to roof in the quadrangle, providing thereby a handsome central staircase with dome
light and galleries, and with nurses-rooms, baths, water-closets, &e. out of a portion of the included area. By this
aveanrement neccommaodation, or spaes, for at least 20 additional patients, as well as a suit of apartmenis for a
Dispensary, would be provided for.

The separation and eclassification of Patients according to disease, is unquestionably the most important of
modern improvements.  In the Cioesver Inerrmary the only division of Patients is into male and female, who
are of course lodzed in separate wards : but should the modification of the Plan of the Building, afier thé man-
ner recommended by Mr, Cowr, Mr. Rowraxns, and others, take place, the medical may be separated from
the surgical Patients ; and these two divisions may likewise be arranged aceording to similarity of wants and disease.

Your Commitlee, in the first part of their R{'Em‘!, having recommended regulaied ventilalion, upon
the ]ﬂ'i:llL'E'J!L.‘ of that uduplr:tl at the Dt‘rh:.‘, Notting am, B[t‘ll]lrlgllam, and London Hn-s;:ilals, are sorry to
observe that a strong opposition has been raised against the measure ; but it would be short-sighted on the part of
those concerned, not to make every arrangement for its prospective introduction in whatever Flan may be agreed
upon for the improvement of the Infirmary, especially even as granting, that in the present state of our know-
Jedge, the system is imperfect as far as heated air is concerned : ne person ean deny that the requisite flues and
air tunnels would be pre-eminently useful in improving the permanent ventilation of the Institution, the extremes
of temperature, in Winter as well as in Summer, not only being capable of being modified from ten to fifteen de-
grees, but as the pure air is made to eater upon a level with the floors of the different wards, the ventilators in the
ceilings being conneeted with air trunks or chimnies, would be sure to carry off the vitiated air as generated,
whetker by respiration or other causes ; and as the salubrity of the air in the Infirmary, at present, mainly de
pends upon keeping the windows open, what mustbecome of the sick at nightor when the temperature of the at-
mosphere inthe day time is oo low to allow of the windows being opened? In s]'u.‘.‘url,I a 50 p!!,r uf_frnsh aw
is essentinlly necessary in every Hospital, night and day, and care should be taken that it be admitted in such. a
manner (hat the patients fears may not be alarmed, nor any symptom of disease aggravated, by its falling upon
them in currents,  Its temperature, also, ought to be regarded in the cure of diseases, and Dr. Roxro, who has
paid great attention to this important subject, observes,  That the temperature of a ward should never be under
45 nor exceed 60 degrees ; and that there are no diseases in a Military Hospital, except some states of fever, in
which a lower temperature than 45° will not be prejudieial or uncomfortable. Patients under pectoral complain
and also under a mercurial process, require a temperature rather above than below 50°. T|!¢ great object
in these eases, therefore, is to regulate the ventilation, so that the temperature shall not be diminished, when the
external air is below 45 degrees of Fabrenheit.” i

Your Committee having thus attempted to give an account of the different Plans submitted to them, toge-
ther with such remarks as they deemed might be useful, have now to enter upon the momentous question of

HEBAULATPIOIPIN
Wagy the Infirmary was instituted in 1756, and for many years afterwards, the object of the charily was




(l

strietly confined to the relief of the sick-poor, under the divisions of In and Oni-Patients, the latter class consist-
ing of cases rejected by the Physicians and Surgeons as improper for Hospital treatment, and of such other poor-
persons, residing in or near the City, as might apply once a-week for advice and medicine after the manner of
a Dispensary :—The idea of an Alms-Honsze Leing tofally irreconcilable with that of a well regalated Infirmary,
deriving its income from the voluniary contributions of the benevolent; and, highly meritoricus as are the indi-
vidual endeavours of- the Medical Officers to infuze something like order and propriety inte the treatment of
Oui-Palients gince the publication of the first part of their Report, your Commitiee cannotl receive the same as »
tacit improvement, much more being wanted to render the Institulion comparatively complete.

By Rurk 23 it is ordered —That there be a Weekly Board of Governors, which shall consist of five at
least, to meet every Tuesday, at eleven o'clock, at the Infirmary, to regulate all watters relating fo the admizsion
and discharre of patients, to enguire into the behaviour of all officers, apprentices, and servants, to examine and
pass accounts, direct payments, d&e.

Rtuie 28, Thai Patients be admilted and discharged every Tuesday by the Weekly Board, beiween ihe hours
of eleven and twelve ; aflter which {ime no recommendatory letters will be received.

RuLg 33. That.no persons be admitted as either In or Oui-Patients, who are themselves able to pay for
medicines and medical attendance.

Ruie §1. That the Ouoi-Patiants be sssisted with advice and medicine, and be no oiher way chargeable lo
the Institation ; and that !'.rmy Irrl’ng‘ﬁ”eis_fur Mmﬁﬂg’_.. mtdj;.&iafs rmdg':tfﬁ‘l.la!sﬁ:r med icine.

Rovie 52. That the hoars for serving the Ouai-Patienis with medicine be [rom nine fo twelve in the morp-

ing, and from three to seven in ibe evening, excepl in urgent cases.

Ruce 53. That such Oul-Patients as abeent themselves for three -Fridays successively, without leave from
their Physician or Surgeon, and without giving them a satisfactory reason for their absence, be discharged.

Ruce 63. Thal the Physicians and Surgeons, one of each, do attend, in their iorns, at the Infirmary
avery Toesday, at eleven.o’clock, fo examine those who shall he recommended for Patients, to certify their
opinions of the several cases to the Board, and to receive under their care such as shall be admitled.

RuLk 64. That the Phyzicians and Surgeons do meet at the Infirmary every Friday, at eleven o’clock, o
vigit their In-Patients, to ¢onsu|lup¢n difficult cases, and to _:.rms:'n'iu'fur Lheir uu!-f.l.:.:ta'r.'ar{.s then on their books,

Roce 78, That the House-Surgeon and Apotheeary visitall the wards every morning, and be prepared to report
ihe stale of the Patienis to the physician or Surgeon of the week.

Ruee 79. That he dispense no medicines withoul the directions of the Physicians or Surgeons, except in
cases of necessity, when they cannot be consulted.

RuLe 81. That he do not presume to praclice as a Sargeon or as an Acconcher out of the House, orattend
any other business than that of the Infirmary. E

Ruoie 86. That he never be absent from the Infirmary when the Physicians and Surgeons are io atlend,
nor at any olber time above three honrs together, and that he always give notice to the Matron, and be within
call; that he be at home at ten o’clock at farthest in the evening, and do notlie ont of the honze, without special”
leave from the Board or Chairman, and that in sueh cases he appoinl anotber Apothecary, who shall be approved
by the Physicians; to oiliciatein his place,

Buch is the theory of the conslilotion of the Cuester INFIRMARY ; but the practice of it is widely differ-
ent; and it is a remarkable circumstance that in the revised editions of the regulations, in 17499 and 1816, thera
is not tlre merest allusion {o the following facts:—1stly, That for nearly twenty yearsthe Infirmary has been open
for the reception of letters of recommendation not only on Tuesdays, but every day of the week, Sundays ex-
cepied. Zndly, That the House-Surgeon (who ought o be viewed in the light of the resident medical director of
the Institution) is, from necessity, absent the greater part of theday, while visiting the Ount-Patients in the City
and suburbz, and in attending the City Workhouse and Connty Gaol, 3rdly, That a considerable majority of the
Out-Patients (annoally reported to be cured, relieved, &e.) never come under the care of any Physician or Sar-
geon belonging to the Institation,



Your Commillee fear that many of the sobseribers will learn ihe above with muel surpr'i-_-e and concern 3
but as the daiy of your Committee is lo do good if possible, not wantonly to wound publie or private feeling by

the display of the minor defects and irregularities of an imporfant provincial charity, they hasten to submil the
following new or additional regulations, to the consideration of the meeting and of the subscribers in general :—

That an Annual Commitice be appointed for managing the affairs of the Institution, instead of the pre-
zent syztem of open Weekly Boards, afler the manner of the Salop and other Infirmaries; and that the medical
officers in attendance for the weelk, be considered (ex officin) as members of ihe committes.

That an optional increase of solscriptions, for an inerease of privilese:, be admitted and recommended.

That the funds of the charity be bereafter applied fo the distinet suppori of an united Hospital and Dispen-
sary, with appropriate rules and regulations for each department.

That the prineiple of appointing honorary or consulting Physicians and Surgeons, serving, or who have
served, the charity, be acknowledged,

That, in fufure, two Physicians and two Surgeons lie considered as the medical staff of the Hospital.

That the same number of officers be attached to the Dispensary.

That the Physicians and Surgeons of ihe Dispensary however be considered as attached to the Hospital,
and have a right to attend at all copsnliations, operations, de.; and in case of vacaney, by death or resignation,
the senior Dispensary Physician or S8urgeon io have the appointment.

That a distinct shop and Apothecary be appropriated to each division of the charity.

Thai one apprentice be allowed to each Apothecary, and in case of resignation or removal of the Apo-
thecary, the apprentice be transferred to his successor.

That the Physicians be allowed to introduce a elerk or papil each, who is intended for the profession of
physic, or who bas been regularly bronght np for general practice.

That the Surgeons be entitled to introduce pupils as dressers during the last 2 years of their apprenticeship.

That the pupils of resident Surgeons and Apothecaries, not attached to the Institution, be admitied io see

the general practice of the Infirmary, npon paying a given sum per annum, the iwo last years of their appren-
ticeship.

That no pupil be allowed to enter the wards without the direct anthority, or in the presence of, some of
ihe Physiciang, or Surgeons, or House-Apothecary.

That a Library and Museam be established, and that a moiety of the apprentice fees, as well as of that
of the general pupils, be applied to ils support.

That the Ouat, or Dispensary, Patients be divided into iwo classes, those capable of giving personal attend-
ance on slated days, and of others, not able to attend under the name of Home-Patients.

That a Physician and Surgeon attend at the Dispensary, on two stated days in every week, io prescribe
for the Patients properly recommended.

That the letters for the Home-Patienis be sent to the Physician or Surgeon of the weelk, ﬂl'fm‘l‘diﬂg to the
nature of the cases, before nine o’clock in the morning, so that the sick have the most prompt assisiance.

That, in case of sickness, the Physician or Surgeon in attendance for th.& week. do appoint another Phy-
sician or Surgeon to attend for him at the Dispensary, as well as to visit the Home-Patients.

That the stewards of the different friendly clubs in the City be invited to become subscribers to the Infir-
mi ry, a2 the proposed alterations in the rules aljthe charity would enable them to command an efficient system
ol medical assistance, at a light expense, for the members of their respective societies.
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That, with the view to relieve the pressure upon the fondsof the Tnfirmary, and at the same fime fo pro-
mote the interests of humanity, a given number of Patients, properly recommended, be admitted, npon |m'l.|.t"'
a staled w pﬁl:l-, allowanee lor I!.&.r hn'lrd &o. after the manuer of the MWaisons de Santé of France 5 A nd of that
of the Asy lusn for the Recovery of Hr‘nlth lately establis®ed in London.

That the progress of vaccinalion be parliculatly attended to.
That baths be established [or the use of the Out or Dispensary Palienis.

That, as the poor often sulfer from their want of knowledge of the rules of public charities, benevolent
individueals be appointed in particalar districts as REFERYEES.

That in ease the propesed increase of annual subseriplions should take place, il shall chiefly be applied to
ihe reliel of herniary complaints, &e.

That Hﬂ&pﬂui—ﬂrﬂnm after the plan pursued af milifary inslifulions, be provided Jor convalescent patients
and such others as may require them,

That, with the view of promoting the interests of medical svience, Monthly and Annual Reporls, drawn
op from the journals of the Physicians and Surgeons, be regularly presenied io the Committee ; and that the
Physicians and Surgeons be instrueted to deliver Lo the House Surgeon or Apothecary an acconnt of such difficalt
cases, operations, and remarkable dissections as may be judged worthy of being recorded, tobe transeribed by him
him into proper books, and that all such reports and huu{ts shall be preserved as the pmpul}' of the Iul'urrnzm

That a Chaplain, conversant with the Welsh language, be appointed with a salary, and fhat he make
weokly returns of the attendance, at Chapel, of the Matrun, House-Sargeon, pupils, domesiic servants, & patients.

That Governors residing at the distance of fen miles or upwards shall have the privilege of voting, at all elections,
by ancther Governot, after the manner prescribed, in rule 18, for ladies.

CONULUIIONT.

Your Commitiee bave now, as directed, to advert to the consideration of the best mode of raising the
means for carrying the proposed improv Emenls into effect, and they are glad fo avail themselves of the suggas-
tions of several leading subscribers to propose, ** That, as the benefits of the Infirmary are general and diffusive,
an OnatoRrio (in aid of private contributions) wonld be the best tax wpon popular feeling: but your Com-
mitlee beg to observe, that they by no means are partial to the principle of endeavouring to establish a large per-
manent or private fund, as every exerlion oughito be made to keep up the annual subseripiions to the mean annu-
al demands of the Institution, the permanent income being considered merely available to meet an unexpected
rise in the price of provisions, the expense of repairs, and of that of introducing, from time to time, every im-
provement made at similar institutions: as from * the moment a public charity is known to be rich, it will re-
** latively fail to secure public support; and, with the loss of that, the chance of doing good, from multiplied
* subseriptions, will fall off in the same propc:-rl.mn M



ILLUSTRATIONS
Of the proposed Improvements for the Chester Infirmary.

“ Wroever has frequented the miserable habilations of the lowest class of poor, and s seen disease aggravated by a tofal
want of every comfort arising from suitable diet, cleanliness, and medicine, must be struck with pleasure at the change on their admission
into a Hospital where these wants are abundantly supplied, and wherz a number of skilful persons are co-operating for their relief. On
the sther hand, when he walks through the long wards of a crowded Hospital, and surveys the languid countenances of the patients—when
he fecls the peculiarly noisome efiluvia so anfricndly to-every vigorous principle of Tife, and compares their transicnt efect upon him with
thatto be expected by those who are constantly breathing them and imbibing them at every pore, he will be apt to look upon a Hospiial as
a dismal prison, where the sick are shut up from the rest of mankind to perish by mutual contagion.

* Tuese obvious and simple idcas apswer in fact (o the real state of advantages and dizadvantages in Hospitals. As far as
diet, nurzing, and medical assistance are concerned, they are of eminent use and comfort to the poor; but the grand necessary of life, sir, s
never to be had o a salutary degree of purity— frequently is vitiated sooas to become o poison.  Every Hospital, T fear, without exception ,
may in some measure be considered as a Lazarelto, having its own peculior discase witlin it,  That dreadful distemper, litile less malig-
pant than the plague itselfl, distinguizhed by the title of the Gaol or Hospital Fever, haz long becn known as the inbred pestilence of
crowded receplactes for the siek, amd has thinned our fleet: and armies more than the sword of the encmy. Sie Jonux Privcee the great,
abservalor of military discases, expresses, in the strongest terms, his dreéad of this fatal distemper, and his disapprobation of such a dis-
pasition of the sick in [arge general Hospitals as is almost cerfain to produce it, When the same causes act in =0 inferior o degree, as not
to oecion sueh alarming conscquences, they are still far from being innocent. T am intimately acquainted with a countey Infirmay remark-.
alile for neatness and excellence of conslraction, and I have even there very I'ﬂ:qunnlll- EEn g slow ﬂ{‘prt.‘.ﬁlllg’ Tever, the ﬂﬂ"-.[lriru; of -

tridity, creep over ihe pafienis other complaint, beeome the principal disorder, and resist every remedy that conld be thought of, 1l dis-
misston from the house prodaced aspontanesus cure,

bl 1
fhese charitalbie institutic

. in offering o view facts of this Kind, is not to inculeate a general and unndistinguishing prepostecsion againsg
ne, but merely to show that there is a real neeessily for extraordinary cantion in their management; and that the
present fashion of indiscrimisately hurrying the poor sick ioto Hospitals, and being busied with a benevolent zeal to Gl them as Fall as pos-,
sible, may be productive of conzequences which are quilcopposite to the kind intentions of humanity. 1 have no manner of donbt that-
they may be rendered eminently useful, and that the greatest part of their inconveniencies may be avoeided.

“ Tne varions eauses of vitiation of the air have been pointed out with great precicion, and means of prevention suggested in
ticular eases by many of the Improvers of modern praciice, The great character several of their works have deservedly acquired
gives reason fo presume, that every medical reader must be aequainted with thep; a recapitnlation, therefore, of theic general dectrine
wonld be useless, cspecially as many parts of it are notapplicable to our salject.  1tis not (o be supposed that any imporiant mistakes can.
T committed, Ina thin wn, and so much in our power, as the cheice of a proper situation and exposure of a Hospital with
rogird Lo the slate of wending upon heat and cold, deynces and moistare, and the like external circumstances. It s in the
laying out of the buildi vernz] conduct of the house, that we are to lnok for the source of those errors which ‘may prove so
fatul.  In planting th dimg Two quite opposite and incompatible views are found to interfere. The Architect considers il as his business
10 manage his roos derials in such a manner as fo accommodate the greatest number of people in the least possible space,  The Phy-
gician, on the contrary, would leive a8 mach vacant space, occapied by the fresh air alone circolating freely, as was in any degree com-
patille with vae and convenience.  Idis o the prevalesce of the former above the latter that all cur complainis are ﬂ-l"m;.

T ar

“THER
ahove ta lodzing th

£t common plan of a Hoespital is a quadrangle, the ground floorsof which is appropriated to ﬂ:ﬁtﬁp and the siores
:k, which are, for that purpose, disposed into long rosms running the whole length of the sides, and containing,
according to the size of the bailding, perhaps from twenty to fifty beds ranging along the opposite walls.

# Tre disposition of the lodzing rooms into long wands, is another, and-a much more pernicions fault, insomuch that I would
azzign i as the principu] canse of had air in Hospitals: and it is evident (hat this must be the casc from the VETF Teason which led to the
contrivanee, viz. that o large number might be lodged in a small space.  Every person, cven in health, by his breath and the cilluvia aris-
ing Trom his body vitiates & quantity of air around him; and the only reason why we do nol in general perceive any bad effects from the
poison gencrated by this vitiation is, (hat it s usually diluted with alarge quantity of freshair, and carried off by a free circulation. If the
quanfity of air be lescened, or its circalation impeded, noxions effects will be proportionally shown.. The degree to which this may be
done withont producing any injury of consequence cannot be exactly asceriained ;. but there is no doubt that it must become hurtful, when
sach a nember as from twenly to fifty persons, many of (hem aficted with ulcers and other discases which tend (o aggravate the putresency
of the fluids, are constantly confined together in a room just large enough to hold their beds.  The circumstince of continuing through the
{]:1'3' in the room where they slept, is a considerable aggravation of the evil.  The bed-cloaths acquire a =trong llmFl'CEﬂﬂl‘lﬂﬂ from the per-
spired vaposes of the night, asis evident on first enterlng the bed-chamber of a single person in health, awd their soft porus texture renders
them exiremely tenacions of every kindof effuvia. 1t would therefore be a good regalation in every Hospital, _hiimm-'tn:n‘ such as are i_l'l
any degree crowded, that all the patients who are capabile of sitting up should remain through the day inlarge airy halis, and that theic
wirds and bedding should in the mezn time be as much as possible exposed to venlilation,

Srir, however, Tam persnaded that every precaulion and contrivance to sweeten the air will be only palliative while the
greal spurees of contagion, large crowded wards, remain in nse.  Sie Jonx PrixcrE, indeed, recommends large wards for-the Military
Hospitals; but it is evideat that he does itwpon the supposition that more proportionable void space will be left in them than in small ones ;
for he lays it down as o rale, that o few. paticnts should be admitted into each ward, that one unacquainted with the danger of bad air
might imagine there was room for double or triple the number: a precantion, I will venture to say, obscrved in none of our IHospitals,
singe it would totally overthrow the economical plan upon which they are built. Itis true the first appearance of a large ward strikes us
with ao idea of somewhat very spacioas and airy ; bulil we conceive for & moment, in imegination, that It was partitioned into as many,
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separate divisions as there are patienis, we shall be sensible how narrow aspace is aliotled toeach. ¥t is a fariher ohjeciion to large wards,
that il a particular cause of contagion prevails, it is by their mean: communicated fo greater numbers than it othersice wonld be. The il-
lustrious author above-mentioneéd relatés an instance of the malignant Hospital Fever beginning in a ward from no other cavse tham a mor-
tified limb of one of the patients, The contagion thus raised wounld probably go no farther than that particular ward — by its being small,
therefore, the number infected would have been less, VARIOUS OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES, SUCH AS THE MUTUAL D15
TURBANCE AND TERROR ARISING AMONG THE SICK FROM THE SHOCKING VIEW. OF EACH OTHER'S
SUFFERINGS, THEIR AGONIES, RAVING AND DYING GROANS, ALL PLEAD sTRONGLY WITH HUMANITY
AGAINST THESE DISMAL LODGING PLAGES. T AM AT A LOSS FOR TERMS STRONG ENOUGH TO CENSURE
A PRACTICE WHICH, [ VERILY BELIEYE, WHEN FOLLOWED TO [TS FULL EXTEXTIN A LARGE CROWD-
EI}) HOSPITAL 15 THE SOURCE OF MORE FATAL CONSEQUENCES THAN THE ORIGINAL DISEASES OF
THE PATIENTS. "= Ertracted from Thovghts on Hespitals, by the late Dr. dikin.

ON VENTILATION.—BySirG. 0 Paul, Barl.
“ Jw is ghout fwenty years (1501) since the deleterions consequences of inattention to Yentilation were set forth by Mr.
Howann. So strong and so general was the conviction of the pablic mind, not only as to the evil pointed out, but regarding the remedies
proposcd by that indefatngable philanthropist, that the legislature thought Gt to adapt the whole of his principles, aud to make them the
basis of several positive lnws, onder the direction of which the greaber pumber of prisons of the bingdom Have since been re-constrocted,
amd the remainder (with few exceptions) altered in conformity to the principle recommended by him, nanely, that of introducing currenfs
wf freshowir iNTo and THROUGH epery apariment,

“ Ix these prisons, where attention iz also paid to personal cleanliness, 1 venture to say, the Gaol Fever is unknown, onless
hrought into then by prisoners commilted in a state of previows infoction,

“ Bw equal exertion, on the like principles, the healthiness of the ships of war has been so improved, that they are no
lomzer sources of this desolating pestilence,

“ Resaroise Hospitals I fear it cannot be proved that a relicl =0 complete has been effected.  Mr. Howarp was not spar-
ing in his strictures on the manegement of this important branch of our public institutions; but the improvement he sogzested went no
fpriher than simply the introdoction of fresh air. The reconciling this advantage with that geverally diffused warmth, necessary in sick
rooms, seems (¢ have eseaped his contemplation,

* O the several Hospitals constructed since hig obeervations were made public, mosi have been planned with a view to faci-
litafe the pasage of outward air through the wards, The Directors of old Hospitals have adopted alterations more of less tending fo the
same purpose ; hut all scem to have rested at this point : yef, considering the importance of pure air to patients, daring the tedlous cure of
compound fractores, and other accidents or diseases, together with the no less important object of securing them from currents of coid air,
it eannoet be denfed that muoch still remainsg to be effected.

“ Tae County Gaol at Gloucester is constructed on the principles of admitfing air fo pass into and through it in straight
lines, from ane l'.'l"ﬂ'l'.lil}' to the other. There i no obstruction to a frecdom of corrent, other than as the sireams of air ]:;p,t;.ip; lhr:rugh,
the long passages, open at each end, move with the greater velocity, they of necessity carry with them the weaker carrents, passing into
and through the celis al right angles.

* Fnow the time this prison was opened, in 1791, until the year 1800, about 1500 persons were commifted to ity and, on the
averaze, ahout 100 prisoners were constantly confined in it- Io these nine years the number of deatls has been thivteen; and of thess,
four sunk under the effects of disease brooght into prison with them. . During the last year, the prison has been erowded in an wecom-
mon amd very improper degree; two hundred and fourteen have heen confined, and the average number has been one hundred and
sinty-seven. One prisoner only has died (@ woman aged sixty) in the month of October last, At the opening of the Spring Assizes, 1501,
Lthe time of the greatest numbers) there was not one prisoner sick or in the Hospilal ward.

i e * By this statement it appears, that the proportion of deaths is sa much below the cammon average, in the ordinary sito-
ations of life, that the healthiness of this abode may be enid to he peculiar; and itisin proof, that however currents of air may be found
injurious to particular constitutions, they are not unfavourable to general health,
“ PrizoNeRrs, on their rising in the morning, are removed into small working-rooms or wards sitnated on the ground-floor.
These day apartments are, in like manner, constracted with cross openings near the ceiling or crown of the arch; but there is alsg in cach
of them anopen fire-place. HRespecting these apartments, my observations tend to eonfirm Covst Rosmrorn’s objection to open fires, and
his prefe; to closed stoves.  Nay, farther, 1 am dispesed to admit, that openings for free Ventilation are incompatible with strong fires
in open fire-places..

A “ Iwis certain that, in rogms so provided, ihe danger arlsing from impure air is completely guarded against; yel this advan-
tage is gained at the risk of another evil, which, though not so important, should, it possible, be avoided.

: “ Tae air which in the same room without an open fire-place would pass inwards by one opening, and outwards by the others
being attracted by the fire to supply the constant rarefaction in the ehimney, passes inwards from hoth openings towards the fire. place, and
the body of a person placed near it, being in its current, i exposed to the danger of partial chill. To this circumstance, in these apart-
EE:';::.- [I'utnt:é“ﬂ'mﬂ toattribute the few complaints of a dysentery or aguish teodency, which have occasienally intecrupted the gencral

o prison.

. ' In the Hospital, the scene of my observations, the morbid effects of foul airin the wards have, until lately, been no other-
wisé relieved than,

this H First—By introducing currents of fresh air by the windows, with an improved mode of hanging the upper sash, peculiar fo
I
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SeconpLy—= By piercing holes in dhe ceiling of the wanls, and by means of plaistered channels or wood funoels, leading the
foul air, Ticing to them, (o the rood,

-

“ In warm wezther, when the doors of the wards are open, amd the fres Tore, these channels or Tunnels operate with consider-
able effisct,  Much Foul air will, by its relative specific lightness, (oot being coynteracted by @ stronger power) ascend them and escape; a
further portion will pass off’ by the windows, opeaing to the leeward, and Ventilation mey be duly efected.

* Bur, on the contrary, when the doors are shut, and sirong fires are made, . these will incvitably attract the currentsof aic
imards and towards them, from all the openings 3 and, should patients be situated in their course, the effect cannot failto be injuripus,

* Beioes, as the windows are generalty elosed in the night (the most imporiaat time for Ventilation) neother change of air

takes place, but what is efected by the epen fires, which, whilst supplicd immediately from the middie region, are constantly consuming
the best zir of the room.

* Hewce it appears that free Ventilation, or the iransverse passage of onlicard air, may be inconsistent with the general
warmth required in the apartments of the sick ; amd that channels for the cscape of foul @ir, unassisted by a power more constant and de-
cisive 1 the relative specilic lightness ol that air, (in rooms or wards with open fire-places) is a mewn aneflicient to preserving o healthfol
respiration in the crowded wards of o Hospital,"—Ertracted frons the Tronaactions of the Soeiely of dris.

¥ Result of an Inquiry info the slale of variows Infirmaries, with ¢ view fo the Improvement of the Infirmary at
ANeweastle.— By the fate Dr. Coany,

“ I suart begin with an account of these Hospitals which have the best agcommedations for patients, which are conducted
vpon the most approved plan, aod which ooght to be received as models,

* Tue Movar Hoserrac at Woolwich consists of o eentre and two wings. The centre conizins sixteen wards, with sir single
bedsteaids in cach,  The south wing is allotted to convalescents, and hag cight wards which contzin cight single bedsleads each.  Besides
thesc it has several small rooms for ofher purposes.  The wards in ihe front building are distinguished into these—for sores, casuallics, conc-
recls, pectoral compleints, fecors, and miscellaneons diseases,  The apartments in the nerth wing are occupicd by the Sargeons,

“ Every patient, when lis case requires it, is placed in a separate room.  The gelleries are large; and intersect each other.
Eeery window i the Hospital, gaileries, and wprds, das a eeatifeding condricance ; abont op spch and o helf in exch pane in the battom of
Hie wpper suah s end aeeay Foa feame will glass is sel across the window, resting upon the top of the under susl, and fostened to if by hinges ;
and Hiis frome ean be moved on the hinges, a0 as to make @ grealer or leaser angle with tke window, and conseqrentin o adinf more or less
wir at pleasure, rising towards the eeiling, and preecnling if from felling ppon the patients.  There is an aperiere at the top, and several at
the bottom of the doorin each ward, with a slanting board on the inside to direct the aiv upwards, The doors of the ward open ioto the
gallery, which russ through the centre of the building.

* Taus this Hospital enjoys the mest complete succéssion of fresh air; bot ineold weather it has also the advaotage of Dedeg

" supplied with air of a proper temperatore. By a pecoliar invention of bir. Meser’s warm aimospheric sir is cooveyed, by mepss of

earthien tubes pliced perpendicularly, Bito the zallery of the first floor near the stair-case, and from theace into the wards by the holes in

the doors.  In winter, Dr. Roreo, whe hoas obligingly Favoured me with much ioteresting intelligence respecting this Hospifal, Gnds this

contrivance of great use to patients in pectoral and other complaints, when the femperature of the air ranges below forty degrees. The
temperatere of airin a ward should, if possible, he observes, never be under 45 nor exceed 60 degrees of Fahrenheit’s thermene ter.

# Tne hediteads are made of hammered iron, with sacking bottoms, and fold ap; the hed and bolsier are palliasses filled
with gaf sirawe 3 the palliasses and =ucking botloms are washed, and the straw changed onee every month, or oftener, if necessary.

“ To this excellent Hospital iz attached a Medical Library.

* Fuou the Ist of January, 1796, to the 3lst December, 1800, the tolal amount of tie palicnts, in all discases, admittcd
imte the Hozpital was 7526 ; the deaths 123, being one in 56 nearly ; after deduocting 1985 trivial complaiats— one in3b. 1'_1‘-'1':“ H?ﬂ- oliier
infectious discases, are admitted inlo this Hoepital, Of 27 fraciures, simple zod compound, one died ; and of 22 amputations, 2 died,

“ Tne Norraamrroy Isvirxany wasrebuilt in 1793 Tt consists of eight large and seven small wards. The fopmerare each
57 feet by 25, and 14 feet high, There are three windows on cach side in every lagge ward,  In cach of these wards thero are ten _i-lll!h‘-
bedsteads. Ihe dimensionsof the small wards are 17 feet D inches by L1 feet, and 14 feet high.  Each of the smoll wards e window

opposite 1o its door, which opens inle the passage, in which there Is an opposile window, They eacly contain two bedstestls. The windoss
in all the wards are 7 feet by 3 feet 9 inches,

“ IaweoiaTeLy afler every operation of consequence the patient is put inte ane of ithe small wasls, and ooe of the convales-
cent patients i lodged with him.  In medical cases, such as acute fevers, &eo. where quict and particular attenfion are l'(:il:“ll‘equ the same
arrangement is followed. This Infirmary is capable of receiving into it, at cne fime, % patients, geud -'lt]li-’i aften full) viz. 80 inike large
and 1¥in the small wards. This excellent Tnilrmary was rebuilt under the direction of e, Ke, whe formecly served in the Military
Hospitals abread. and who, having seen the il effects of crowding patients m;.,-lhqr‘ and q.'i!iu!:ﬁ:l air, has completely guarded sgainst it in
the comstraction of this house. The anrual averagze of In-Patients is 659, and the deaths gre in 31, The proportion of deaths, aftor ap-
patations and compounl fractures, is certainly not oo in 205 in fractures of theskull, not above one in B and s simple Tractpres he does
not recallect one unforiunate event.—* In the ald Hespital one in 19 of the In-Patients feomminmibies i) died.’— Pereical’s Lelter to
dir, Aikfn,—Such is the diference between good and Bad Hospital arrangement,

“ LEEDS INFIRMARY.—This Infirmary has, inall, 17 wards; the two largest of which contain eleven beds.—Two
wards coniain 8, some 5, and the lenst wards 4 bede each.” All these wards are 18 feet high, The two Iqﬁ %ﬁﬁg. containing 11 single
hedsteads, are eagh 42 (fet by 15 fect 6 inches, The wards, conlaining 8 bedsteads cach, are 33 feet by e smallest wards, which
contain 4 beds each, arc 18 feet by 15, The large wards have 8 windows each ; viz, one at cach end, the rest nearly oppoite o
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ather.  The other wards have 6, 4, and 2 windows each ; excéptone ward, whicl has ooe window anly.—This Iaflrmary has ol
ward for patients who have been recently couched ; and when they can bear the light it isadmitted by dezrees. '!'I:;.l.: h rase hase
128 paticnts; but the funds of the charity do not admit of more than 55 la- Paticats o be in the house at ome time; for wh
there are always wards unoccupicd, if, on aoy emergency, & soparale room should be raguived. Lt -woanld !uf.- & real fmprover
wirds containing 11 beds were divided, not only for the sgake of more free ventilation, bet becanse the partowlar disivess of |
st render more disagreeable the eitoation of the other patients ; and in cise of accidents! infection, such lasge wards are e
convenicnt. 1t has not been the practice to separate the medical from thie surgical pativnts, but the advantages ave so cvidest th
isiteniion to propose it to the Boand of Trustees for their apprebation anl adoption.  The wards afe venfilated by means of lorge sircub
apertures, pioced nearthe top, which commuanicate with the great gallery, the doors ol which opes and shat at pleasare,  As Al atlen-
thon is paid to cleanliness and ventilation In every part of the hoose, and to e perfect repaic of the water elosets, the airol e Dndroery
is not In general moch less pure and bealthy than o private houses, There is an eacellect Medical Library Belongisg to the Infro
supported by subscribers, both of the feuity and others 3 but all the books porchased bocome the greperty of the drisiees. L':'!:. i
muary was originally of smaller dimensions; but, as the capital of the charity increased, it was rafsed a story higher.— 16 is a4 ole lo chang:
from one ward (o another every two months, The patiats who are able to quit eeir beds dive in 2pogtsents Gited ap for tOat purg
and not in the wards, OF G19 in-Patients, admitied dorkg 1800, 22 have died, being oue in 85,

“ GLASGOW INFIRMARY.—The Infirmary at Glasgew, constrocicd as nearly as pessible accosdiog to the report m
to the late King of France, by a,Committee of Academy appointed to-correot the faulis of the Pavisian Hospitals, consists of 5 war
each containing 14 patieuts, Vo each ward are joined four small rooms, one of which k5 ocoopied by the purse, ol the other three are
reserved for contagiousdiséases, They racge aloog Lhe passage to b waler clossls,— and oppasite to their doors is the door of the sial
case, forming a complete veofilation; and though the contagious discases are many. no paficat his received lofection sinoe the crectzon of
the huilding.  Although no aceurate arrangement of diseases has yet been attempred, the Sedical are separated (rom the Surgical patieat:,
and contagious disorders kept aparc with great care. LM, from salivation or digerhoea, Gc.  the smell becomes olfensive, or noise from
vough distressing to the rest, the patient is removed into's separate room or inte o coroer of the ward, The proportion of deaths, ncludiog
infectious diseases, amounts to aboet one in 21 ; dhe proporticn of deaths io fractures, oacsin =20, ad in amputation one i h2.

& For the purpose of ventilation, the windows are placed directly opposite to each other ; the door of each ward opens opposite
_ the chimney, by which a current of air sweeps along the middle, without annoying the patients.  There are no projections in the walls, bae
loekers sunk under each window, for the wee of (he patients, To goard against contagion, the bedsteads are of iron, and withoot coriains ;
the bed-clothes often changed, washed, and dired ; and cleanliness unremittingly adopted in every depariment.  Besides the stated quar-
terly meetings of the managers (24 in number), a commities meet (o examine the weekly occurrences, awd glve proper directions ; a mana-
ger of contributor, under the name of a visitor, examines cach ward daily, notes in the minate-book whatever be sees or hears, aond attead
the weekly commities, who check every abuse, and adept every improvement pointed oot te them,

; “ Having already exceeded the limits at first prescribed, [ shall shortly sum up, under a few dislinet heads, the resuit of wy
reflections and ioguiries inte the state of Hospitals and Infirmarles, which may be assuimned as axioms for directing their improvements :

* [. That the success, after componnd fraciures, amputations, and fractures of the skoll, may in some measure be & eriterion fur
ascertaining the salubrity of the air, and the nature of the accommodations for the sick, in Hospitals and loficmaries ¢ and that, wheneyer
the moriality is great in fhese, In internal diseases it will be propeitionably so. By the present defective reports of Lnlirmaries, the mor-
tality in interiel diseases, viz. those that ane modies!, cannot be traly ascertained, because the frequently fatal termination of the discase of
many of those dismissed relieved, or made out-paticots, is not knows, and unnoticed in the reports,

“ 2. The recovery of paticnts labouring under compound fractures, and accidents of the skull, requiring operations, is readered
doutd ful, by their previvws residence in crowded and ill-ventilated wards ; and their being feduraed into the same apartment of fer operativn,
alfords still less chance of a favourable termination,

“ 8. That the treatment of discases hog been exiremely sucsessfal, wherever a complete separation of patients, and an arrange-
mient secording to diseazes in suilable wards, hias begn adopled.

* My exerlions on this cecasion will, I hape. be attributed to no ether motive then an ardent zeal o place this upen a foting
wiih the most approved dnsttafions, for aelieving, io the most effectuel manner, the distrecoes of the aflicted, znd promeoting the improve-
mient of the science of medicine.”

Bescription of the DERBYSHIRE GENERAL INFIRMARY, extracted from Mr. Syerssres’s ¥ Phifosophy of
Domestic Economy.”

: ** Tuma admirable Tofirmary consiste of three stories, the hasement stery being 2 lidtle sunk, and surroanded by an arca. The
widdle and principal story is o litle elevated ; it is approached by steps and a portico supported by four doric pillars.  Thi upper wtory is
approached by a stair-case, leading from a spacious hall, in the middle of the bailding, which is lizhted by several skylizhes, in the dome
oyer thie hali o the centre. 1o the basement if-ﬂr{e e the buths, which sre warmed by steaw, aod ate open to the pablic, and produce a
comsiderable revenie to the charity—that ane en the left of the cotrance b_eiug kept at 84 degrees, that on the right at the temperature of
JEdegrers. The steam engine and stove for warming aud ventilating the different wards, day-rooms, and galleries, are also placed in this
story, as likewise e kitehen, wash-house, laundry, &c. The middle story is principally devoted to the household part of the establisli-
gt and the wpper or attie story to the patiemts,  The great staircase leads from the middle story to the gallery 6, &, &, (7, which occu-
Pbes Lisres sicles of the |.|3“-_ﬂr:| communicates with the convalescent rooms and the sleepiog rooms, ‘The operation room separates the mens’
sides from the womens'. The ropms 3, 4, 5,6, 7. &, and 9, on each side, are similar in every respect; these are for the reception of patients
in various stages of acute disrases, In most other Lnfinmarnes the waot of s still retirement for patients suffering acuie pain, is an evil
which cannot be fully appreciated, b&h witnessing the benefits of these apartmenis.  16is a small room containing 2 wooden cistern lined
with lead, a steam pipe and a pipe for cold \:ﬁgr opening into it. It is employed as 2 bath 3 and can be used at pleasure 2s a cold or

hot bath, or even as a vapour bath.  The water closcts are sellacting, and are Gtted up ina superior manner,”
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Aecount of the FAL'FE;! .r:_'rL-'."-’.‘i':"'Ili: ASVEUM at WAKEFIELD, in illustration of the mode of Warming and
Veantilating the Deibyshire General Infirmary, as conducted by Mr. Syevesree.

.t T building 35 in the form of the eapital letter H a little shortened, the galleries running the whole lengih of each line, in
three directions, from the interseeling poiots, the bed-rooms being contiguous, andopening into the same,  These galleries are ten ot wide
and each bed-room is seven and a hall' by six and a half feet.  The two principal staircases are in the intersections of the galleries, and are
cantained in a cylindrical space, with a single entrance at the lapding, to exch story, by which they are completely detached from the ;;nl;
feries,  The building consists of three stories ; and the separation of the male from the female division, is in the middle of the lons gallery
which unites the two sides of the H, Under each of the staircases, and the middle part of the hoiliding, there is a cellar story, in whick
ihe steam hoiler and one of the stoves are placed.  The stoves are fixed directly under the pringipal slaircases, that on the mu!e‘uir!c being
twenty=five fvet below the basement story, the other twelve feet below the same.  Two cold air Hues are brought from the external air,
directly to the level on which the stoves are placed.  The entrances to these flues on the outside, are from two round towers in the walis of
the airing grounds.  On the top of each tower, is a turocap similar to that already deseribed, by which the =ir is always foreed Into the
flue with the velocity of the wind. After the air hag passed through the stove, in the way explained o the former part of this wark, it
pizsses from the zir chamber horizontally to perpendicalar foes in (he wall which surround the staircase, These fues are distinet for cach

story, and have outlets on all sides of the circular wall, from which the warm air is supplicd with such velocity as to pervade the whole
extent of cach gzllery.

L

.“ Tuere are openings from the gallerics over each door of the bed-rooms, by which the latter are Kept at the uniform tem-
perature of the gulleries.  From the bottom of each bed-room rlses a perpendicular flne, which terminates o the roof of the building.
'i'h:'ﬂ_‘ are twoopenings info each of these flues, one at the bottom of the room, and the other at the ceiling, the former is for the outlet in
the wintor scason s the latter, with a view ta promote an increased veatilation, is kept open during the summer; (he air then eseapes at a
turecap in the roof, similar to that at the Derbyshire General Infirmary. To give some idea of the merits of this system of vestilation,
the following particulars are stated : When the stoves are in foll sction, the air, on the average, moves with- the velacity of five fect in a
seconid ; the area of each of the main flues is twelve feet, which gives 120 cubie feet, the quantity which passes through the whole hoose in
every seeomd,  Supposing the whole cubic contents to be 400,008 cabic feef, the whole of the air will be changed in o little less than every
hour.  In the sunimer season, when there is no fire in the stoves, the ventilation goes on through the very same channels us in winter. The
outlcts at the ceiling are now opencd, and this, with the assistance of the turncap, will at all times insure a perfect veotilation, ‘Ihe air
being cooled to a cerfain degree, by its passage through the cold air fue,

“ Muca manual labour is saved in this cstablishment by a steam engine of two horse power, erected by hessrs. Fenlon, Mur.
ray, and Wood, of Leeds. It is employed for pumping the water, and performs tbe labour of washing, and mangling linen. . The steam
hoiler is of much larger size than is reguired for the engine, in order to supply the Kitchen and baths, and to heat water in différent parts
of the buildiog,

“ Tue male and [emale departments have each a separate kitchen of the same size, and ftted up similarly. In each there is
a steaming table, two roasters, and two soup boilers, heated by steam.  In the m::uliury is a hot water vessel, on the improved plan,  These
vessels are constantly full of water, which is heated by steam during the day, when the boiler is used for other purposes.  And the tempe-

rature of the water is =0 preserved as (o be sufliciently hot every morping.  The steam condensed in this process produeces a considerable
guaniity of distilled water, which is found o great conyvenicoce.

“ Toz wash house s doubtless the most complete af present known § its only defect is that of being too small. A washing
machine is on the same principle with that already described, with some improvements, 1t is turoed |lj' the steam engine, and may be =aid
to perform S-10ths of the labour of washing, A spacious rain water tank is contiguouns to the wash-house, from which an elevarted cistern
is supplied, and constantly kept full, by a small pump, ixed under the Aoor, and worked by the same shall which turos the washing mizchine.
A hot water vessel ks connected with the above razin water cistern, similar to those in the scalleries.  Pipes are carricd from these véssels,
aned terminate in a set of stop cocks, arranged over o stone beneh on which the wash tubsstand.  These (ubs can therefore be supplied with
any properiion of hot or cold water, without the operation of lading, and the same can be discharged by a moveable plug in the bottom of
cach tub.  Dnthe middie of the wash howse is placed a larze vessel, in which the lingn is boiled by steam. During this operation, the ves-
sel is mnde close by a copper cover suspended over it, and counterpoised so asto be casily moved up and down by the haml.

* Tues Lanndry issimilar to that at the Derbyshire General Infirmary, with the addition of machinery for turning the man-
gle, by which muel labour is saved. “A separate hot eloset is here Gtted up with two sliding horses, similar to those in the lwundry of the
Derhyshire General Infrmary, employed solely for thie purpose of drying and airing beds.™

Remarks on the Imporlance of Pure J:'-r and Free Pentilation, as coniributing lo the superior success of Hospitals.—
By 8ir G. Brane, Bart. M. D,

“ Tug sick and wounded of the Navy were first received into Haslar Hospital in the year 1754 and it was completed about
twn years afterwards.  Plymouth Hospital began first 1o be oceupied In 1760, but was not completed till 1764, It is only subscquent to
thiie that the twe Hospitals can be fairly compared, and it is during war that this comparson seems most Justand most intcresting, as the
cises are then mest similar, and it is lés likely that @t that time any caces will be sent for cure but such as are fit objects for a Hospital,

# TABLE, shewing the Number of Men Admitted, and who have Died at Haslar and Plymouth Hospitals, JSrom the Fear 1755 to the Fear
1797, distinguished gccording fo the perfods af Peace and War,

HASLARS PLYMOUTH.
Received.  Died. Received., Died.
Fram 1755 till 1763, both years incladed. ....... 1,95 1,869 or | in 15.6......25,870 1,601 or 1 in 15.3
From 1764 till 1777, hoth years ingladed. - . ..... 30,3589 1,004 or | in 81 2......10,625 454 or ! in 25.6
From 1778 till 1782, hoth years included. .. .. . . . 52,508 3,137 or | in I&?......E‘f,ﬂss 1,100 or ljn. .9
From 153 tifl 1992, both years included ... .....25065 1,157 or 1 in21.6......25221 1,300 or Lin ok
k From 1793 till 1797, both years incloded........32,499 2262 or Lin 14.3......21 217 861 or 1 in24.7




el iR e me mEm i m————

15

# [ appears then, from the annéxed table, that doring the late and the prosent wars, there has heen less m
mouth (han at Haslar, These two institutions are equally well supplied with accommodations, dict, and attendance.  They
in & state of the most perfect eleanliness and good order, so that in all poines ey ;:rif'jﬂallj' l.‘{_:lﬂb'll-'l.'l".'il HERIL
to be, and are perhaps inferior to none in every advantage atlainable by such institutions, 1t is presumable, therelfere, that the
af mortality is owing to the difference in point of air. Plymouih has some advanfage in respect to 1!|1.:Iu.[1.', bcing conside
winter, which is of great advantage to those, more particularly, who are affvcted with pulmonic compliints, who con
proportion of the sick. It k= also situated on a drier 2oil, But the chief difference in these two IJ--.apircul_T CarmEi s in thi
of the buildings. Hastar Hospital consists of one great center building, and four pavilions ranping bae sward: from ez
are placed in paire, standing parallel and very close to cach other lengthwise. =0 as to intereept the free course ol
hiold with ease eighteen hundred men,  Plymouth Hozpital consists of twelve separale similar and equal buildings, reazed v alarge sgnare,
with wide intervals beiween each. “OF thse twelve, however, ten only are occupied by the siek,  Ltis lated 1o hold with cuse twelve
hundred men. M, Texow, a French Physician, why, by his King's order, had made a comparative review of mmost of the Hocgitals in
Furope. with a view to the reformation of those in Paris, and visited this one in 1787, gives the preference to it over all others, n regand
to the judicious construction znd distrivution of the buldings. ™ 2 "

On the Injurions Effects of Crowding Pafients—By Da. Coanr.

lity at P'ly-
both kKept
HH Tk

Liscalculat
o G0

¢ Crowpixc too mapy sick persons into one ward is always attended with the most dangercns concequences,
eazily he demonstraied from the works of various medical writers of great authority ; Lut the following Gict, addaced oatl
Mr. Stoxkor, on ingenious Surgeon at Hexham, who served in the pavy doring the American, and part ¢ p T
portant subject in the most striiing point of view. ° When our forces were withdrawn from ‘Toulon, the s
pital to Porto Ferrajo, in the izland of Elba, and I was appolnted by the Commander-in-Cliel to superintend

u iPsr want of room the slek were all !ﬂﬂg‘!"ﬁ lag{'t!mr; ;‘:I'llj, nol Ll(";:lg able ta prociure hedsteads or eradles. lhl’.‘_l.' wWere put
into separale hammocks, fixed in one gingle row, in the middle of a large ward.  An empty space, of ooe yand atleast, was leftall rod
the ward 3 and the hamumocks were placed so far asunder, as to allow the attendants to pass readily beiwist cach, The s X ]
into this Hospital, had no sympioms of sea-seurvy, They were, however, allowed soimal hrothes, with plenty of fresh veze
each man, two lemonsdaily.  1n less than a Torinight the sores of the patients assumed a worse appearance, and the Slumps of §
had undergone ampotation and digested well, now became faccid and gangrenons, and discharged copionsly a dark coloured offensive mat-
ter: excessive diarrhices and cold sweats sueceeded, which, ina few days, terminated the existence of the patients, il they were not
speedily removed from the contaminated air of this Hozpital, T alko oleerved, i a patieat with the slizhtest sore lay nest & palient in a
worse discase, and more cspecially if he lay bedwixt two such patients, his sore very rapidly degenerated.  Lven the slightest scratches in
the nurses became formidable sores.

 *Ix this dilemma I cansed one half of the sick to be earricd on heard a ship; and in the course of five or six days their
sores, aswell as the sores of those who remained in the Hospital, assunied a more favourable aspeet, and their health most obyviowsly im-
praved. [Inthe course of fonrteen days more the sick on board ship were, Trom some cause or other, sect back to the Hospital. Al the
paticnts, inconsequence of being crowded together, became worse in a few deys ; and their diseases could only be removed by sending oo
half of the paticnts back to the ship.” '*

Remarks on Montlly and Annuwal Relurns of the Sick—DBy Dr. Crarg,

. _ " 1w the Awnoac Rerorts of Hospitals and Infirmaries, an anstract of the number of patients admitted, and the mao-
-per in which they are discharged, is given in the followlng foro, with some trivial variziions,

, IN-PATI El':i'l‘& | OUT-PATIENTS.
Remaining in the house, April 4, 1801 .o........ 86 {Remaining on the hooks .. veveenennniaaenia.adl5
Admipeliehis: year. s tl i L e aae S5T=—68I A dmifledEinee. -+ civnccccernrsnrnmensynnnns ATI—S00
T PP 358 T e S S R SR
] [ i s e S e L s
IrreEular s o vnnenn s van i aan v 10 I oA BRI e e s s nsamn e e T
Made Out-Patienis . . .. -- ... vrewe =l B0 Made In-Pallenls. . coeneesnnnncenes 5
Dead ..ooveniniiiaiinaane ¥ e w0 o T S mr e P e e o e 5
Remaining in the house . ........... Bh—543 Remaining on the books. .. .ovuucan: 10— 500

“By constructing the apsTRACT in this manner no useful information ean be obiained, becanze the pariieular diseases are not
mentioned. Nay, even the real proportional mortality cannot be aseertained, because several deaths happen among these who Farmerly
were In-Polieqls, but 'llr!m are discharged under the article * Made Onl-Paficnis,” which cannot be brought to the account; and the di-
charges of the Out-Patients are made in such a way that ao dependence can be placed on thew,

3 * Taese abstracts, as commonly manazed, can indeed answer no other purpose than to impress the Governars with a notion
that their F'h:nl:}' is exiremel y sl_m:r."suful, when, perhaps, itis the very reverse ; and induce them to believe, that the sick have every ac-
comimodation, whilst several perish annually from being promiscuously crowded, and whilst others, from the same cause, make their re-
treat from the Hespital, and, though usaeticed, die with more quiet at home.

* AvTnoucH it ks obvious that many important advantages would result to Hospitals and Infirmaries from the establishment
of AceUmATE AND COMPREMENGIY B RETURNS OF THE 310K, yet, it must be confessed, that they will never attain to any great perfectisn
without the express altention of the Physicians and Eurgeons respectively to the entry, and to the mode of dismifsaing their patients.—
There should be no endeavour to make the practice appear more successful than it really has proved.  Should this, however, be attempled,
:’-"’:““ RETURNS, from having the perticular diseases prefixed to the event, will still afford much weeful information, and alse serve to

etect any peculiar meaagement which may have been used to place the practice in too fuvourable a light.

By establishing a Prax or Accorate Retunxs orF TRE S1ek ;b i i >hariti
¥ preserving them in the Recoros of the Charities; and
:ﬂﬂlm:‘mﬂﬁ?ﬁ“ Annuar Retues of diseases and operationsin the Reponts of Hospitals, Infirmaries, and Dispensaries, the
Ll important advantages, will acorue:—1. The prevalence of diseases at different seasons and different places, together

- with their comparative and proportional mortality, will be Teadily ascertained, 2. Hospitals or Infirmaries will, by these meaus, have the

E
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power of improving each other; for instance, if it be fonnd that in one Hospital compownd fraeiures, and ollier disenees requiring anietude

and pure air, are attended with grest mortality, and in axcther Hospital with ineonsideralde risk ; and if it be also found that ihe. former
charity is crowded and ill ventilated, whilst the latfer enjoys pure air and good accommodations, upon proper l-.zp-g-e*.:-,.em.:.[im],t the Govar-
nors will be induced to improve the defective institution.

large seale. 4. Thecomparative safety and of recovery after amputation, by different modes of operating, will be more justly estimated,
amd the superiority of one mode over another ascerfained.” 4

Remarks on the Number of Physicians and Surgeons necessary lo transact the business of an Infirmary.—By Dr. Coaax.

“ I connty Infirmaries ton many Medical Officers are frequently appointed; from which cause the husiness becomes 5o much
divided, az to afford a very limited field for experience,

gery ; where dexterity, expertness, and skill, are only to be acquired by almost constant practice.

“ Aw Infirmary capable of aceommodating, at one time, one hundred, oreven one hundred and Gfty Te-Palienis, can, in

my opinion, require no more than twe Ordinary Physicians and two Ordinary Surgeens, to transact the busingss ; and thercfore a greater $

number should not be appointed.  Buf, at the same time, such an institution should alse have an cstablishmentof two Assistant-Phy:icians
anil two Assistant-Surgeons, to supply the places of the Ordinary Physicizos and Surgeons, in case of absence, death, or resignation.

“ Txrimmanries being, in a peculiar manner, calculated for the improvement of young men educating for the profession, it
is important that it should be rendered easily accessible to them, The apprentice of every Surgeon in the place, therefore, during the lase

two years of his indenture, should, npon paying three guineas annually to the charity, receive a ticket, giving him the privilege to sec the
surgical operations, and to attend the Physicians and Surgeons at ithe hours of visiting patients.

* Frowm this source, the declining funds of Infirmarics wonld receive suppert; but what is siill of greater consequence, the
public would be supplicd with more skilful Surgeons, upon their entering into ¢ wployment.

“ Tt may he ohjected, that thiz proposal is Incroaching on the emoluments of the professional men, especially the Sorgeons,
wha give their gratuitons attendance to the Fospital, Bot the pupils of Surgeons, having the superior advantages of being dressers, it
conld not, it is apprehended, diminish the applications for such offices; but, if it were, the intercst of the Hospital and the public onghtits

be preferred, and the Physicians and Sorgeons no doubt will rest contented with the honosurable distinction conferred on them by their
election, which places them in = siteation of attaiping the bizhest eminenee in their profession.’

Extracts from Pearson’s Life of W, Hey, BEsq. F.R.5. of Leeds.

“ B the resignation of Mr. Hev, hiz oMelal connexion with. fhe Infrmary ceased ; bul ho-was requested by the Medical

ing inviiation.

Qfficers to attend the chirurgical operations there, whenever it might be agrecable to him ; and fie frequently availed himself of this oblig-

He shewed a lively interest in every matier which affected the wellare of the inslitution; and, on the discussion of sny
measure of importance, his opinion had always great weight with the Trustees,  On two oceasions, where the prosperity and advantage of
the eharity were deeply interested, the weight and influence which were attached to Mr. Hex's julgment, on subjects concerning which he
was 20 thoreughly competent to offer an opinion, conciliated the diferences which existed among the Trostees, and Fmdl{f'ﬂﬂ an unanimity
of senfiment. 10 was on the 830th of Jdanvary, 1815, that the appoiniment of an A pathecary to the Infirmary, with an increxse of salary
from forty to ene hundred pounds per annoes, was vested in the medical officersof the charity.  This stipendiary oificer had been formerly
elected by the Trostees at lerge s and several persons, of some consequence in Leeds, attended purposely to appose the meditated altera-

tion 3 but, en hearing Mr. Hev's representation of the beoefits that would probably result from the change, they were cony ineced by his

arguments and acquiesced in the proposed mcasare.

“ Tak office of Apoihecary to an Hospital i 2 charge of high responsibility, in which the welfare of the patients aml the
eredit of the instiotion are deeply concerned,  He l.h{bl_lh‘! be competently acqoainied with his professional duties, and be instructed, at
least, in the leading principles of physic and sirgery.  He ought to possess a good understanding, have o respectable character, fixed
wmoral habite, and be patient, dilizent, visllant, and humane, devoting his whole time and attention to the service of the ¢h=ﬂ!dj‘ in which
B s enzamed.  On no pretence whatever should he be allowed to attend on any private practice of his own, nor be connected with any
ather bosiness than that of the inctitofion. It is obvions that no person endowed wilh ﬂlll:h_ Q_ﬂ?li“m!in‘ﬂh ‘“_ﬂ 5”m'ﬁdl to such resiric-
tions, will nodertake the office withont a salary, forming, in his opinion, a cempensation for the duties required amd privations exacted,
anid wuch @ faie and equitable reruneration will not only render him more satisfied in bis sitvation, but be an inducement to him to prol

Bis residence, a circumstanee, not merely of convenience to those connected with the Institution, |‘H_.It of !_l'li“‘ imporiance Lo I'-E_ mu“i"]"
and welfare, It is undoubtedly incumbent on "Trustees to manage the several depariments of a charitable institution on the priocipics Tr a
strict and exemplary economy ; hut oceasions present themselves on which some departure Trom these principles bicomes DEcessary ; since
it is albvions, that a contract for talents and character most be conducted upon higher principles than a confract for coils and cap il
the partics would avoil the imputation of a discreditable parsimony, To act otherwise, would imply a solecism similar to that of & man
in private life who should diligenily inguire for the cheapest medical advice withoot troubling himsell about the most able.

“ Tnr conduct of the Trustees in relinguishing their right of ¥oling upon this eccasion, and transferring the power.of elect-
ing into the hands of those who are alone duly qualified judges of the proper person o be invested with the office ﬂ‘lf J?-p“mei'““1 offers a
fine cxample of disinterestedness, anil merits the warmest praise.  The election of the officers of a charity by a majority of !":I. suffrages
of the Goveroors, includes many and consplouons advantages; yet, like a multitude of other good usages, it has beco subjected to great
and lamentable abuses, It is but too well koown, that large sums of money have been subscribed by the E-ﬂﬂ"l".lmfz and his rrmnshslrt-
vionsly to an election, to secure the office for an individual, thus defeating a less rich, or more serupulous competabor, by an ;'re"r': m-=
ing mejority. "T'his evil had acquired such a curreney, and had grown to so monstrous & magnitude, that many socielics determined to ren-

dder such utworthy messures almost abortive, by adépting wise and wholesome regulations; nevertheless, it may be fiared: thukthe
i= mot yet wholly extirpated.

5 2 increasing the
* Tr was early in the year 1819 that o motion was expected to be offered to a numerous Weekly Boarl, for i "f
number of Physiciaus and Surgeons of the Infirmary,  Mr, Hey had gained intelligence of the intended proposal, merely b-h' 'Innﬂp“: i fmk,
eopceiving it to be a measure that might oot only open a way to further encroachments on thee ‘“’f‘""fl'u"m oL ane “ﬂgﬁ;: 'ue Dﬂw‘bh
petual intrignes among the medical men of the town, but would be likewise injurious to the institution and te the pr in gen ¥

3. The chance of life, after importapt operations, will be ascertained upon .-

This is peeoliarly unfavourable to theimprovement of the operative part of gur.
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gradually deteriorating the character of the Medical Officers, more especially the Surgeons, he atiended the Board to give his decided op-
position to the proposal. . How far those who had meditated the bringing ferward of suach a motion were restrained by the preseoce of Ma.
||'|-;_1.a-1 can only be conjectured § the subject, however, was not immr‘lqul: * As it was sul'ﬁc:mmly known that such a measure had hct:u
coptemdated, My, Hex avowed his purpose inatiending the present meeting, and delivered his a!:nflm:n!s at lur;\g upon that subject. His
speech was well arranged, perspicaous, and conyinging,. and it appeared to prodoce perfect eoanimity among the lr:ll.».lh.m then assembled,
Tt was requested that his arzuments might be embodicd, and printed in the newspapers for the perosal of the absent Trostees, or thal some
entry might be made in the Weekly Board book of the opinien af that meeting § but as there was no mofion before the Board, Mr. Hey
requested, that what he had said might: be considared as private conversation only."

“ Ag the snbjeet on which Mr. Hev delivered his sentiments, is one of great importance, and-upon which some diversity of
apinion prevails, not indecd among well informed medical men, butawith the governors of some eljlurilabllr_* instituzions, it is greatly to be
regredted, that the well digested opizion of so competent a jodge has not been l"““ih'ud. This poiut has mulr:n:nll heen discusscid by the late
in Grenory, of Fdinburgh, with great ability, precizion, and strength of reasoning, upon a case not very disshmilar from this, which re-
jated Lo the Royal Infemary inthat City.  Me has, in bis invaluable memoir, shewn, by an invincible train of argumentation, the advan-
tages resulling from employing no greater, number of professional men in an Infrmary, l!h'lm are necessary o supply the wants of the
patients. It muit be obviows, indeed, to every one who will exercise the paticnce of considering it, that, by muliiplying |1:l;d1c::.l and. sor-
gical attendants in 8 charitable institution, the business will be most probably dooe with less exactness, care, and :mn::luuhlju_ tham when
the appoinimentsare daly properiioned to the number of thesick.  Every superfluous attendant will diminish the. responsibility of those
alreay stationed there; by abridging their opportanities cf practice, their individual improvement, and that of the art they profess, will
be obstructed, and the credit attached, by common consent, to the siluation of an I.Ius-jntnl Surgeon being II_I.IHI &l.?rld;':l.. a powerful sfimmu-
lu to exertion will be conspiceon:ly abated.  There are, undoubtedly, many professional men who ':mulu.l fulil u..;n duty under every dis-
aidvantage, from higher considerations Lhan thoee of emalument, reputation, or ]1_1|-!.1|:'|-||:|'uhlu - |||i.=_,li_||.n,;l.|.-|:l|L i ].I:_!l.. while men h:._l.'uh the senti-
ments and passions of human natare, it cannat be wise (o withdraw the impulse arising I'rum.lu ferior considerations, and require them _lﬂ en-
gage inan employment of much labour and anxicty, solely from the pare aod elevated motives of benevolence and humane fecling, without
ane single indugement of a lower order, these inducements oot including any considerations at variance with the moral or social character of
a member of civil society,”

Addrezsio the Public, cirenlated in 1520, Enfmmur of the Asylum fur‘f-ﬁe Recovery of Heallh.— iz Royal Highness
the Duwe of ¥orw, Palron.

% I iz well known (o (hose who have visited (he medical establishments on the confinent, that there exizt in France, under
ihe name of Aaisons de Santé, houses for the reception of the sick ; in which, though partly maistained by the public, the patients ad-
mitted into them pay weekly sums proportioned to the secommodations they enjoy.. By such establishments the three following advantages
are ahtained.— Ist. Huch as are poor, but not -wholly without properiy or resource, are provided with accommodations more suitable o
their circnmstances than they could obiain in public Hospitals,—<2nd. The Hospitals are relieved by excluding persons that ought oot o be
whelly maintained by charily, and they are consequently able to receive a larger number of the totally destitute.—3nl. Persons unable
from ihe absence of domestic conpexions, as well as narrowness of income, to procure (or themselves the attentions and comforis which a
slate of sicknesss requires, ape provided with proper nurses, separate apartments, aod ofher conveniencies, whiclh could not be oblaincd
at their own houses,

Y Tuese extablishments have long been carried on successlully in France, and bave enjoyed a large share of puablic estimagion,
They have been adopted in Russia, Sweden, and other countries, and it is the opision of many persons, conversant with the state of our
Hospitals, whose experience among the various classes of society in this country qualifies them to judge, that similar institutions may he
introdoced with great puhlic benefit in England 3 as all the reasons which Ted to their introduetion and secare their continnance abroad, exist
here perhaps in greater foree,  The number of unsuccessful applicants to our Hespitals proves, that some measare is wanted to extend the
means of relicl aml, at the same fime to enable those Hospitals to receive alarger number of that descripiion of patients for whose bene-
fit they were originally instituted.  The laxity in the principle of independence, but too plainly observable in the preseat times, requires to
he met by a firm denial of theaids of charity to those who have resources for their ownsupport; while, on the ather hand, it is equally de-
'sirable that sach as have honourably maintained themselves in independence, should receive suceour in the hoar of sickees, withoal ony
sacrifice of those meritorious principles. 1 such an establishment existed, the Governors of Hospitals might fairly refuse all improper
ahjects for gratuitous relief; while, on the contrary, it i at present well known that individuals are frequently received because, though
not in absolute distress, they could not at their own homes procure all that their state might reguire.

. " Ix this conntry also, there are, nodoubt, many who, from a sense of delicacy acquired from a good edocation and the
habits of belter days, or from honest feelings of British independence, wouold be averse from going imto Hospitals, apd would
rather submit @0 the efects of severe disease and fo the want of necdful aid and attendance at  home, Should the
pressure of afflicting maladies, in some few instances, even overcome that repugnance, the individeals muost enter into such an
catablishment with a broken spirit and a feeling of degradation that would have a tendency o retand, if not aliogeiber frustraie, every
hope of recovery. In these circumstances it woold appear ver§ beneficial that an Asylum should be provided which, without wounding
any feeling of delicacy or spirit of independence, might afford patients accommodation and relief, suited as far 8z possible to their former
habits of life, which no well regulated mind cught to reject.  Females living -on narrow incomes without domestic connections, and well
educated persons reduced by the casualties of life, would find in such an establishment a welcome retreat, where not only disease might be
combatted, but anxions solitude and separation from friends soothed and consoled, by that Kind attention and prompt and various saccour,
which the unfortunate sufferers could bave no chaoce of oblaining at their own dwellings,

% I is alto presumed that the sick members of the families of many respectable artisans and mechanics, clerks on small
salarics, apprentices, domestics of the higher class and of irreproachable character, would be often glad to avail themselves of such a
resource 3 and the members of-friendly and benevolent societies would find it the most eligible mode of laying out that money to which dar-
ing the period of their sickpess they are entitled.  For, besides lodging and diet, they wonld have the begefit of experienced nurses, resi-
dent medical officers, a store of medicines purchased and made up under the inspection of responsible persons, and directed by the advice
of men, whose high and established characler must créate a just confidence in their exertions.

“ AwoTaer important object of ihis establishment will be the receiving persons aflicted by protracted discase, requiring for
their cure perhaps a twelvemontl's confingment or more to their beds, and consequently improper cases for public Hospitals, where they
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accupy the room of nomhers who might be relieved in the same time. Yet, unless received into some Asylum, such unhappy paticiots
would fall victims to their diseases, or drag out a miserable exi=tence, burthensome to themselves and =hocking to humanity.

% Tt is nat the least of the advantages which this institution will afford. that Divine Service will be regularly performed by the
Chaplzin attached to the establishment; through wiese miokstry its inmates will bave an opporianily of atfendiog the duties, and of recciv-
ing the consolations of religion,™ .

On the frequency of Herniary Complainfs.— Exlracled from an © Aeccount of the New Rupture Socieiy.”

% Tt has been estimated that at least one per=on in fifteen is raptured ; but, among those classes of the communily which are
mach expazed o laborious employment, theaverage may be fixed at one in cight or nine.  Thi complaint is not confined to any particalar
age or sex, nor is it ke consequence of depraved hahits or immoral behaviour; but it arises either from a nateral bodily defect; or from
very unusual exertions at any period of life ; and can be neither foreseen nor avoided by the wealthy or by the poor. Iis tendency is 50
alarming that, without timely aid, it generally tferminates by a painful and rapid dissolution in early life, ordoring the vigour of manhood ;

© although, ina majority of cases, iis fatal consequences may almost cerfainly be prevenied by ithe careful application of an appropriate
Truss or Compress,*

 Awoxc the aflicted poor, where no means of relicf have boen resorted to, doring the existence of ruptures and prolapses,
the wnhappy objects are commonly disabled from fullilling the ordinary dutics of their stations; insomuch, that in the army and navy it is
an invariable rule to dismiss from the service those men who become raptured by the violence of their éxertions. How lamentable afact s
it, that many thousands of individeals, perhaps daring the period of Tullhealth and activity, shoold drag on a mest useless and miserable
life, for want of either the means or the knowledge requisite to obtain relief, when that knowledge and those means can so casily be provid-

ed by their afiuent neighbours!  The great importance therefore of relieving the industrious but aficted poor, labouring under herniary
complaints, must be sullicicntly obvious 1o every reflecting mind.”

O Friendly Socicties,— By Dr, Cranx.

“ Tue Workmen in the Manufactory at Etruria have subecribed, in the book appointed for the district, £90 towards build-"
ing the Medical Dispensery and Howse of Reeosers, and alzo the sum of Sixteen Guineas for the support thereof, to be poid every year;

which last money they will raise by the very moderate contribution of one hali-penny per week for each person, and pay it into the hands
of their employers at fixed periods.

* Tuey will be entitled therehy to recommend eiearees patients every year to the Howse of Recovery, and to have hesides
RIGATEEN patients eonstantly on the books of the Dispensary : and supposing that these grepresy should be changed once in every month,
they will hawve it in their power to procure relief, in good advice and medicines, for TWo RUNDRED AN D SIXTEEN persons within the year,—
Ciher sums would be entitled to proportional advantages,” J

On the Regulations of Mililary Hospitals.—Extracted from a Pamphlet published by Authority.

“ Tae Surgeon is responsible for the proper classification of diseases, in their respective wards, which, under due arrange-
ment, may at all imes be expected from the commencement of the establishment of Regimental Hospitals ; and the rule of placiog similar
diseases in contiguous beds, should be strictly adhered to,

; ‘_‘ Eveny patient, on his admizsion to the Hespital, is expected to have in his possession t'm:_r shirta, nu‘wais.lnnft, and two
pairs of stockings. Hospital dresses, consisting of the following articles, are provided under the authority of the Dircctor-General, wiz.
for each patient a cotton or flannel gown, ditlo trowsers, ditte night-cap, and a paie of st slippers.

! “ Tme wanls are to be ventilated according to the state of the weather and the diseases of the patients, the Surgeon being
responsible for the due performance of this duty, as injudiclous ventilation is hurtful to the sick.

f * Tar custom of washing floors, and covering them with sand orsaw dust, is positively forbidden ; dry-rubbing is to be sub-
stituted, by means of the screbbing-brosh mounted on the heavy block.  In cases where the staie of the foor renders washing absolutely
necessary, for the removal of filth, it i o be done under thespecial direction of the Medical Officer.

* Everv patient is to be provided with a clean shirt, and (if he can sit up) with a clean pair of stockings, twice a-week, or
EI‘EtEI'_I.I:"I!’ if necesssary 3 and with clean palliasse cases once o month, and clean sheets once a fortmight, or oftener as particular cases may
require. The patients are to be shaved at least thrice a week, and every possible attention paid fo personal cleanliness.™

* As many persans do not know that Females are liable to this heavy afjction, a comparative statement has been given by Mr. Brare,
shewing the proportion to be nearly as one in six. :

Printed by T. Griffith, Bridge.Street, Chesler,




APPENDIX.

e ————— epm—

ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF PATIENTS.

Ix the Report, page sixth, it is stated generally that the only division of Patients, in the Cuesten
InrIRMARY, is into Male and Female; but it must be known to most subscribers that the Fever and Magdalen
Patients are strictly confined to their respective apartments in the atlic story, and, moreover, that there is a ward,
in the same quarter, for the reception of Male Patients labouring under disease of the eyes. The following analy-
sis, however, of the cases of Patients now in the long wards, fully bears out the statement as to the want of ac-
commodation for the due separation and classification of the sick and hurt :—

Mens® Long Ward.—1 Surgical case, 2 ditto, 3 ditlo, 4 Medical, 5 Surgical, 6 ditto, 7 ditto, 8
ditto, 9 Medical, 10 Surgical, 11 Medical, 12 ditto, 13 Surgical, 14 Medical, 15 Surgical, 16 dilto, 17 Medical,
18 ditto, 19 Surgical, 20 ditte, 21 ditto, 22 Medical.

Womens® Long IFWard.—1 Surgicalj 2 ditto, 3 Medicuh 4 Surgie:ﬂ, 5 ditto, 6 ditte, 7 dilto, 8
Medical, 9 ditto, 10 Surgical, 11 ditto. ;

On the Advantages of Incorporating a Dispensary with the Infirmary.

From what has been said it iz evident that the ﬂ}'ﬁril of the Rules, usimci:i"}r those rulaliug to the
treatment of the Out-Patients, has wide!&r been departed from. Indeed the system 1:|1r:\t|1.'d has lone tended to
involve lllerruuperily of the Institution ; but by incorporating a Dispensary with the Infirmary, in the way pro-
Eﬂﬂﬂd, the difference of npiu'mn (:o-m:eruiﬂg the superior utility of different Institutions would be prun:nlg:!, SOIE

eine sure to prn!’er an ]nfirm:lr:,r and others a Dispensary, from which cause the means of support would be
divided and the funds of these chari[ies, when loaded with their respeclive house establishments, might prove in-
adequate to answer the benevolent intentions of their patrons. By adopting the principle, however, of an **United
Infirmary and Dispensary,” the additonal charge for a second Apothecary would only be required, to secure to
the public a ;yr-lem of the most responsible and eflicient Medieal assistance. The following modification of the
Rules, therefore, is respecifully submilted to the consideration of the Governors and Subscribers in general :—

1. Suhscribers of One Guinea per Annum to have the privilege of keeping T'we Palients upon the
Books at a time as Out or Dispensary Patients, by which arrangement Subscribers would, upon a fair ealculation,
be enabled 1o give assistance, in the best advice and medicines, to Twenty-four of their sick fellow creatures
annually,

2. Subscribers of Two Guineas to have similar privileges as to Dispensary Patients ; also to have
the power to recommend One In-Patient annually.*

3. Subscribers advancing their Annual Subscriptions from £2 23, to £3 3s. Lo enjoy similar privi-
leges with the above as to Dispensary Patients ; also to recommend tweo In-Patients annually, or optionally, One
In-Patient and T'wo Persons standing in need of Single Trusses, or One Person requiring a Double Truss ; and so
in proportion for every larger subscription.

4. Subscribers in gcnfmi' to have the power to recommend One Patimlt. nnnua”}', upon payment
hﬂillg made towards defraying the expense incurred for his huard, after the manner of the Asylum for the Reco-
very of Health, and of that 11.1r111.rrl:,r |J-ur:=|uml a3 to Fever Patients ; and further to have the pri'.-ilegn: of suncling
any number of Patients for Vaeeine Lnoculation.

5. That the Letters of Recommendation be Printed in the form of Bankers’ Cheque Books, so thag
the Subscribers, by keeping a Register of the Palients recommended, (with results) may readily ascertain their
exigling privileges.

% My exertions on this oceasion will, I hope, be attributed to no other motive than an ardent zeal
to place this (the Chester Infirmary) upon a footing with the most approved Institutions, for relieving, in the
most effectual manner, the distresses of the afflicted, and promoting the improvement of the science of medicine.”

G C.

* The Rules of Public Charities ought in policy to be founded in liberality, but care, at the same fime, should be taken
s0 to construct them as to call forth general, rather than large, Annual Subsciiptions, but there is every resson to believe that few of the
?I‘Jl.shr"tbfem are Tully l-adr:; of the sreE:.ﬂpmi'-e';ncurred in the treatment of In-Patients. Indeed, it appears thal upon an average of

ast lour years expenditare at the Chester lafifmary, cvery In-Patient costs the Instifution, inclusive of the expense of treating t
Out-Patients, the sum of Four Pounds Two Shillings? 2 ¥ ey s
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