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CASE OF POISONING

BY

EATING AMERICAN PARTRIDGE.

By JOHN G. M. BURT, M.D,, F.R.C.P.

[REPRISTED FROM THE EDINBURGH MEDICAL JOURNAL, MAY 1856.]

TaE American I;artridge has, of late years, been much in use in this
country, particularly, in winter and spring, when game is scarce,
and although, as we have them, they may not realize the description
of Audubon as to their surpassing excellence, they are doubtless
an agreeable, and generally, a safe article of diet. It does not, how-
ever, seem to be generally known in this country, though well known
in America, that their use is occasionally followed by most alarming,
and sometimes by fatal illness. That this i1s not uncommon on the
other side of the Atlantic, is evidenced by the fact, that Dr Bigelow
of Boston, has, in a recent work, detailed a selection of twelve cases
from numerous others; whilst on this side, several cases have
oceurred, some in this city, although they have not been so promi-
nently brought forward, and their histories detailed, as they might, or
perhaps ought to have been.

The occurrence of a well marked and most alarming example of
poisoning, after eating this bird, having, within these few weeks
occupied my attention, in the person of my much esteemed friend,
the accomplished author of the Book of the Farm, I consider it right
to make known the Particulars of it, and I feel that I cannot perform
my duty so faithfully, as by presenting to the reader, the account
given of the case, by the patient himself.

Full and circumstantial as that account is, I am unwilling to
abridge it, for, while it is a striking illustration of the possession of
conscionsness, and the faculty of memory, during hours when the
sense of sight, and the power of voluntary motion, were mostly
gone, and the circulation apparently suspended, it is a singularly
minute account of the feelings expermnced, rarely to be met with at
the hands of a sufferer by poisoning,

M:}F usual dinner hour is five o’clock, but on Thursday the 13th of March
1856, a friend from the country having ealled a little before five, I was pre-
vented sitting down to dinner until about a quarter to six. 1 was in my usual
good llenlt.h. on that day. The dinner consisted of a basin of potato-soup, half
of an American partridge, a pancake sweetened with apple-jelly, and a bit of
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instantly fled as the blindness had come, and it was succeeded by a sensation of
intense cold, as disagreeable as if cold water had been poured upon my head,
over my shoulders, and arms, and body. Deeming this change worse than the
weight, I felt alarmed for some moments, and thought that rest upon the sofa
would do me good. The cold seized my hands and feet so intensely, that I could
not continue to lie without a covering of some sort. I groped my way, in the
first instance, into my bed-room, which adjoins the dining-room, for my night-
cap, which has but little warmth, being made of thread, and then I groped into
another room for my plaid. Having procured these, I lay

Desire to Vomit. down again upon the sofa, but had not lain many minutes,
when I felt a strong desire to vomit. Still in blindness, I

groped my way back into my bed-room for the pot under the bed, but on re-
turning with it to the dining-room, for the salke of the heat, I fell down on the
floor, not from tripping, but from sheer prostration of strength, my knees hav-
ing doubled under me. I got to my feet again, immediately, and sat down on
the sofa with the expectation to vomit. I could not vomit, though making
vigorous efforts. The noise of the fall had brought up my housekeeper, who
was sitting in the room below, and she tells me she found me sitting on the
sofa, with my eyes glazed, staring up at the ceiling, my mouth open and
gasping, and my face of various colours. She was exceedingly alarmed, and
especially when she asked me if she could do anything for me, or that she
should send for Dr Burt, and I made her no reply. Her alarm at this sndden
change in me was the greater, that she had seen me in my usual good health
after dinner. Hearing something extraordinary in the room, the servant next
came up from the kitchen, and she found me also in the state I have just
deseribed. Both never doubfed I was dying. The housekeeper then inquired
if I would have water to drink, and I faintly veplied, yes. I had distinetly
heard her two former questions, but had not then the power to answer them.
I constantly evinced abortive efforts to vomit. I drank a little cold water.
She then wished to know if I would have warm water, and I replied more
promptly, By all means. On drinking the warm water, I obtained some
degree of re?iref by vomiting, which I conld not otherwise obtain, and there
was also a partial cessation of blindness. Meanwhile the housekeeper had sent
the servant to a labourer, who resides in a cottage on the ground, to go with
all possible speed for Dr Burt. The labourer sent his youngest son for Dr Burt,
whose house he reached about eight o'clock. The relief was very temporary.
The desire to vomit returned with redoubled violence, my

Choking Sensa- throat becoming choked, and my stomach felt so distended as
tion. if it would burst. The blindness returned as darkly as ever.

In this way I alternately gasped and convulsively twitched my

arms in darkness, until I recognised Dr Burt’s voice. Dr Burt inquired of me
what I had taken for dinner, and I replied an American partridge, upon
which he declared that I had been poisoned by it. The housekeeper, in an
agonised voice, had requested me only to speak to her, but I could not, although
I heard distinctly every word she uttered, such was the feeling of suffoeation I
experienced. Dr Burt gave me a tumbler of warm water to drink, and he
inquired if there was any brandy in the house. The house-

Brandy. keeper found the brandy in the press, and, after drinking a
glass of it, I vomited with comparative ease, and there was a

partial return of the sight. Again the fecling of suffocation returned, accom-
panied with a sense of horror, and of the blindness ; but I felt no apprehension of
death, nor an approach to it. I believe that the sight of my condition was more
alarming to others, than the sense of danger to myself. After

Vomiting.  repeated doses of warm water and brandy, I had retched up a

: considerable quantity of matter, but so feeble had I become,
:{::t}] ml.ﬂd r:iut a}lﬁpm_-t the ant in my hands, and let it fall unconsciously upon
oor, and broke it, and spilt its contents on the carpet. This accident
created a new scene of confusion. A wash-hand basin was provided me, which






b

mended my remaining in bed all day, and taking nourishing food. I dined in
bed at five o’clock, on beef-tea, beef-steak, and Gruyére cheese, and drank two
lasses of port, and washed the whole down with some brandy and cold water.
lI;;hal:l recovered my usual good health. T felt tingling in my hands and arms
all day, whenever I had oceasion to use them, and at times I amused myself by
rubbing my hands against the skin, the shirt, or the sheet, and a very extraor-
dinary sensation was thereby experienced. I felt as if numberless delicate
steel springs were attached to, and suspended from, the palms of my hands,
vibrating at a high rate, and accompanied with a sensation of heat. The vibra-
tions ceased of themselves in a few seconds, and they ceased, in even a shorter
time when I spread out my hands forcibly, tightening the skin of the palms,
and then they gradually disappeared from the points of the fingers. The feel-
ing was lilke the escape of a large quantity of electricity from blunted points.
This sensation, though unaccompanied with pain, was by no means agree-
able. The vibrations were producible at pleasure. Thinking it too long to
fast from five in the afterncon to ten or eleven next morning, I took half a
basin of beef-tea at ten o’clock at night, a drink of brandy and water, and
about one-third of a wine glass of brandy. The moment I had taken the
brandy, the vibrations in the palms of the hands ceased, and have never since
returned, and they could not be reproduced by rubbing. I had slept from
twelve to six o’clock on Saturday morning, but the sleep was not refreshing.

I rose on Baturday after breakfasting in bed on tea, roll, and Finnon had-
doek. The doctor came about eleven o'clock. He took with him half of the
partridge I had left at dinner on Thursday, with the exception of a little of
the breast, which the housekeeper had given to the young cat in the house on
Thursday evening. The doctor also took away the erop of the bird, with its
contents, to have them examined and analyzed. The servant had drawn the
bird for dressing at dinner, and had taken the crop and head to the dunghill,
where the crop was found entire on Saturday forenoon. The skin of the crop
was moist when drawn; it had become dry by exposure to the air. After
shaving and washing I felt quite well, but thought my eyes seemed more glassy
than usual.

I received this information on Sunday from the housekeeper: The young
cat had eaten part of the breast of the bird on Thursday evenin o, and was no
worse for it. The old cat had eaten the bones of the bird I had left, also on
the Thursday evening, namely, the bones of the leg, the back and side bones
and the breast bone and ribs; and on Friday forenoon she was observed by thé
servant, to stagger in her gait when walking in the kitchen and outside the

house. She seemed unwell, until she came at length to the

Effect on Tower Kitchen fireside and vomited, when she became better. The

Animals,  young cat had gone to the dunghill on Saturday afternoon and

brought away the head and neck of the bird, and eaten them

at the stable, and she also became ill, and did not get better until she had

vomited, which she also did in the kitchen. From these eircumstances it 1s

probable that these animals had been affected by the poison of the deg’_ﬂ:’red
parts of the bird, as well as I had been.

I have been requested to draw up the particulars of this case by Dr Burt
which I have thus done, but perhaps with more particularity than necessar j
At all events, I have put down all the particulars I can remember, ¥

HESRY S1EpHENS,
Red Braes Cottage, March 17, 1856. =

The perusal of the above, I imagine, leaves little to e expected
from me; but I think it right to add, that the apprehensions enter-
tained by the females, as to the result, were fully shared in by me

15 general aspect was that of a man in a state of complete collapse ,

his surface of icy coldness throughout, the room being very warm
: ?
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been distended with portions of poisonous plants, being allowed to
remain for weeks unpicked and undrawn. May it not be, that the
fowler, in his desire to make a good bag, picks up birds which have
been themselves poisoned, by an over dose of these same plants.
The countless numbers consumed, and the only oceasional occur-

rence of the poisoning, might warrant this supposition, which, I con-

fess, I am the more inclined to entertain, from the facts—that _Mr
Macnab, of the Royal Botanic Garden, who kindly interested him-
self in the investigation, has failed to discover, in the contents of the
crop of the bird, an adequate solution of the difficulty, and that Dr
Douglas Maclagan has not been able to throw any further light on
the subject, as the following note will show.

G 28, Heriot Row, April 14, 1856.

My Dear Burt,—I have, according to your wish, examined the remains of
the partridge which you sent me, but, as we anticiﬁated, without any satisfac-
tory result. There being no specific poison to look for, all I could do was, fo
examine the contents of the crop, and then to try whether or not the flesh
would yield anything of a corresponding nature.

The whole contents of the crop were exhausted by maceration for some days
in aleohol, the spirit was distilled off, and the residue mixed with water. The
fluid was then agitated with ether, and the ethereal and watery solution sepa-
rated by the pipette. The ethereal portion was clear, and bright green. It
gave, on evaporation, a dry resinous residue, containing abundance of chloro-
phylle, and having a marked bitterness, with slight astringency, and free from
acrimony. The watery portion was slightly turbid, of a pale wine yellow,
and gave a sweetish marked residue, without bitterness.

The piece of partridge was treated in a similar manner ; the whole of it, bones
included, being chopped down, exhausted with aleohol, and then treated with
water and ether. The ethereal fluid, in this case, was pale yellow, and yielded
only some brown fat, devoid of all acrimony, but neither bitter nor astringent.
The watery portion left an abundant residue, having the flavour of extract of
meat (osmazome), with a very slight bitterness and acrimony, but not more
80 than is to be perceived by the taste in some of perfectly good quality. It
is clear that this bitter matter had nothing to do with that of the contents of
the crop, for the latter was soluble in ether, while that from the flesh was not.
—Believe me, yours very sincerely,

Dovaras MACLAGAN.
Dr Burt.

MURRAY AND GIBD, PRINTERS, EDINRUROMH,






