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18 CARE AND TRAINING OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED.

mental faculties that the others had, and I expected that they would
seek each other’s company, but they did not. I always observed
that they looked for children who were different from themselves.

Dr. FERNALD.—But those children might have been of the oppo-
site extremes ql’ mental defect. In an institution of some four hun-
dred inmates it is possible to classify and grade the children so that
pupils of the same mental grade may be together. We feel to-day
that one of the advantages of our institution is the grading and
classifying of the children. It is my experience that they almost
always select children of their own mental condition. Individual
teaching of a feeble-minded child has never been entirely satisfactory.
I know of many cases where wealthy parents have employed our
tutors to give their entire time to their child, and in almost every
case those children have come back to us; and when they have not,
I think I have invariably ascertained that they did not do as well as
they did in school with other children.

Dr. Hype.—Do you know of any practical book on the way to
raise feeble-minded children?

Dr. FErRNALD.—I do not.

The CaHalRMAN.—We have one more speech, by Mr. ALEXANDER
JounsoN, and then the meeting will be open for discussion.

Mr. ALEXANDER JOHNSON, superintendent-elect of State School
for Feeble-minded Youth, Fort Wayne, Indiana.—I want to call Dr.
Rogers’ attention to the doubtfulness and the difficulty of statistics.
I think I have before this time quoted on the floor of these confer-
ences the saying of Lord Beaconsfield that there is nothing so falla-
cious in facts as figures, and I believe those figures on the wall are
fallacious. It seems incredible to me that the state of Indiana can
be fourth among the states of the Union in the number of its feeble-
minded. It seems also equally incredible that Ohio should be the
second and Pennsylvania first. [ challenge the accuracy of those
figures. These figures are taken from the census reports, from the
enumerators’ returns. The state of Indiana, according to the United
States census figures, did not increase from 1880 to 1890 very materi-
ally, while the feeble-minded increased something like 75 or 100 per
cent., and the insane diminished % per cent. The United States
statistics for Indiana’s insane and feeble-minded showed a decrease of
7 per cent. of insane in ten years. During that time the insane insti-
tutions had increased 120 per cent. I don't believe those figures are
accurate. I think they are entirely incorrect. The difference between
1880 and 1890 is evidently in the way that the counting was done,
for I do not believe we have such a terrible number of feeble-minded
in Indiana. If that number on the board were accurate, 5568, at the
rate that Dr. Rogers proposes we should care for them, we should
have to invest $4,154.400 in providing accommodations for them,
and it would cost us $1,113,600 to support them. Our entire state
revenue would have to be doubled. But I do not think that is
necessary. Why should it cost us so much more to take care of the






20 CARE AND TRAINING OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED,

send them out, and I would make a record of it and report the results
later ; but he never dared to do it. There would have been a history
following that would not have been very pleasant to him. 1 am
growing more to feel the necessity of detaining them, for it cuts off
27 per cent. of the cause—a sufficient reason in itself.

Dr. L. L. RowLAND, superintendent of State Insane Asylum,
Salem, Oregon.—We are just beginning, but we have 850 patients.
Five miles from the asylum we have what we call a hospital and
cottage farm where we are now preparing to keep about 300. A part
of my mission here is to inspect asylums and be able to report some-
thing to the board. It is believed that of the 75 whom we have kept
there, more than half will accomplish about as much as the same
number of hired men ; and they are there to stay, they are among the
incurables. More than half of our teamsters are patients. I ought
to state, however, that these patients are not of the class I have just
mentioned ; they arechanging. They beg for the privilege of having
teams, and they take quite as good care of them as our hired men.
We have with these 850 patients 1200 acres of land, in round num-
bers, When we had 1025 our legislature added to them, and 1 can
say for one legislature that they have done all that they have been
asked to do. I think the solution of this matter lies in the fact of
having large farms in connection with shops as they have here at
Kankakee. I believe with Gen. Brinkerhoff that many of them
would be self-supporting. Qurs are fully so. Within one year we
have cut down the per capita to a figure that has never been known
in the institution before.

Dr. BELL.—It has occurred to me that this is one of the causes of
the increase of feeble-minded. These young men and women pass
out of the institutions and go to battle with the world, and they
Intermarry.

Dr. GEorgE H. KNiGHT, of Connecticut.—There are no correct
figures with regard to that part of the subject. Epilepsy I have been
able to follow up somewhat, and the offspring of epileptics are gener-
ally subject to epilepsy. We know, however, that the old adage
that ““ like produces like ” is pretty nearly true, and therefore imbe-
ciles should never be allowed to marry. I know of one epileptic
woman, an inmate of a poorhouse, who was allowed to marry a
farmer who wanted somebody to keep house for him, and the result
was sixteen children. Fortunately seven died, but the remain_mg
nine were defective,somebeing epileptic, and others memglly deficient
in varying degrees. Now we have custodial cases of girls who are
child-bearing, or capable of child-bearing; we have the brighter
classes of imbeciles whom our town-folks permit to marry ; we have
the moral imbecile, who, if allowed to go astray, increases our
criminal class; and the epileptics. These are the four classes to
apply our preventive work to. We shall get our best results from
this preventive work, and only on these lines are we going to get
any results. There are so many unscrupulous men who would take
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