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THE BEAR.

Usrsus arctos.

To treat first of the earliest historic species which
has died out, no doubt can exist that the Brown
Bear inhabited Britain in times of which history
takes cognisance, the few written records which have
come down to us of its former existence here being
supplemented by the best of all evidence, the dis-
covery of its remains. These have been found in the
most recent formations throughout England, which
can scarcely be regarded as fossil, and, if not abso-
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THE WILD BOAR.

Sus serofa.

TaE Wild Boar is one of the oldest forest animals in
Britain, and one of which we find the earliest
mention in history. Characteristic figures of it
appear on ancient British coins,® and it is one of the
earliest animals figured in Celtic works of art. +
Britons, Romans, Saxons, and Normans all hunted it

* Evans’s “ British Coins,” pls. vi., viii., xi., xii., and xiii.

1 © Horse Ferales,” p. 183, pl. xiv. ; Montellier, “ Mémoires sur log

Bronzes Antiques,” Paris, 1865 ; and Stephens’ * Literature of the
Kymry,” p. 250.


















































































































THE WOLF 115

THE WOLF.

Canis lupus.

Or the five species which come within the scope of
the present work, the Wolf was the last to disappear.
On this account, partly, the materials for its history
as a British animal are more complete than is the
case with any of the others.

To judge by the osteological remains which the
researches of geologists have brought to light, there
was perhaps scarcely a county in England or Wales
in which, at one time or another, Wolves did not
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