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2 WILL IN ITS METAPHYSICAL ASPECT.

For the most part those who uphold a power of this kind,
self-determined and self-determining, free not merely to act
but to be, do not go so far as to say that motives are not at
work continually in the mind, or that the will takes no
account of them; what they do earnestly protest is, that in
the motivation of will there is not the uniform, inseparable
connection between motive and will which there is between
cause and effect in physical nature. In the internal world
of mind there is the self-consciousness of a freedom that
is not perceivable nor conceivable in the external world of
matter: the particular will is not the unconditionally
necessary consequent of antecedent motives. I, or some
allied entity in the individual, which, having abstracted it
virtually from the conerete self, they call his non-bodily self,
has a spontaneous, independent, arbitrary power to make
this or that motive preponderate as it pleases, to choose this
or that one among motives and to make it ¢the motive; in
doing which the self-determining principle is held by some
to act without motive, of its own internal motion, without
other cause or reason than pure self-evolution; by others,
however, who think it not self-sufficing enough to dispense
entirely with motives, to take remote account only of motives
of so high and superlatively refined a nature that they do
not weigh at all upon its freedom, insinuating themselves
into its essence without actuating it, permeating and inspir-
ing it without in the least constraining it.

Tt would seem a small matter whether such exceedingly
subtile and highly sublimed motives are admitted or not;
since, so far as there is the assumption of a kind of power,
little or much, fine or coarse, which is above the reach of
actuating motives and able nevertheless to work as it likes
npon motives, absolutely free and independent in that func-
tion, we are no whit better off than if we assumed off-hand
an arbitrary, self-determining power which could do entirely
without motives. The initial difficulty is the capital one—
namely, the conception, in any degree, of a power in Ilﬂ;‘t:!]rﬂ
so extraordinary, coming from an unknown without, having
no genesis but an auto-genesis, deriving its subsequent
energy from nothing but itself, subject to no laws of growth,
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though manifestly growing in the individual with his mental
growth ; a power which, notwithstanding that it works as a
part of nature, is not of the same kind nor has anything in
common with anything else there—is without sympathy,
affinity, or relationship with the things which it works in
and upon. It is not entirely right to desecribe it as super-
natural since it thus works naturally and constantly in the
events of the world : supernatural it is in the primal source
and perpetual renewal of its energy, inscrutably unnatural
in the mode of its union with the natural.

If there be a power of this kind in the universe, the
obvious and instant reflection is that causation is not uni-
versal, as all the world is in the habit of thinking and say-
ing ; that there is a large region of human events which lies
outside the otherwise uniform law of cause and effect. It is
a conclusion which cannot be evaded ; for to say that events
depend upon the will, and in their capacity of events are
natural, and not to ask at all upon what their cause depends
when it is will, may be lawful and right in pure metaphysies,
but would be disastrous folly in physics. Were the conclu-
sion rigorously admitted it would be necessary to repudiate
all attempts to foresee, formulate, or reckon upon human
events in so far as they are effects of will; for how reduce
to laws phenomena which are the workings of a power that
is itself above the reach of natural law? Unawares we find
ourselves drifted by the theory into the startling necessity
of supposing that the sum of energy in the universe is not a
constant quantity ; that the law of conservation of energy,
though a most useful work-a-day theory, is at bottom an
illusive hypothesis even within the limits of human experi-
ence; that there are now, and have been since creation’s dawn,
countless myriads of sources of self-creating energy which
have poured their multitudinous streams into it continually.
Creation of energy without end, infinite effect without cause!
The great natural argument for the existence of God has
always been that everything within human cognisance must
have a cause, such being the necessity of human thought,
and that for final cause of all things, except itself, there
must be a cause of causes, a great First Cause, Wh;,t then

B2
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highest nature of a thing is intelligible ; the freedn‘m‘ of an
energy from any mode of determination is not intelligible to
human apprehension, which apprehends only und:er the
category of causation, Imstinctively urged by this dliﬁ:.:mltg,r
the theologians have found it necessary to call in the will of
God as supreme determinant. Perhaps, however, they
might maintain, if challenged directly and pressed to answer,
that the high intuitions of consciousness are not fettered to
apprehend under the category of causation.

So it has come to pass that, accepting the doctrine of
invariable law in the physical world, they hold that the spirit
of man stands above such physical laws and ¢ can co-operate
with God Himself! They believe that they can by such
Divine co-operation fetter and so ennoble their wills, until
they are finally delivered from the melancholy liberty of
doing evil, and placed under the happy necessity of doing
well. So believing, their consistent prayer is the prayer
of Malebranche to be delivered from the fatal liberty of
doing wrong,! and to feel themselves in the grasp of the
hand of God, which will never let them go.? The highest
evolution of freewill is freely to lose its freedom. Nor is
this to be deemed, as to vulgar apprehension it might seem,
a contradietion in terms, or the use of one term to negate
the definite meaning of another, and so to leave both with
the appearance of life in them but with all meaning taken out
of them; rather it is to have the deep metaphysical sense of a
mystical union of gaping inconsistencies or of actunal contra-
dictories which reaches its climax in the identification of
opposites. In this relation, however, it will not be amiss to
remember, by way of caution, that many persons do not
thoroughly consider whether they distinetly know their own
meaning, but deceive themselves in imagining that they
bave any distinet meaning at all; and that of the two issues

! Bauveur des pécheurs, venez me délivrer de cette fatale liberté que j'ai

de mal faire, de la certitude du péché, de ce pouvoir que je n'ai que trop

d'abuser du mouvement gue Dieu ne me donne que pour m’'élever jusqu’a lui.
—Malebranche, Méditations Chritiennes.

* ¢The devout man,’ says Foster, in his essay on Habif in Roligious

Character, ‘feels this confirmed habit as the grasp of the hand of God,
which will never let him go.’
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well-constituted beings, once the sense of right and wrong
has become instinct in their natures. In such case the
reasoned object fades out of sight, and the operation becomes
immediate and instinctive; it is an instance of use-made
nature such as is seen everywhere in the transformation of
laborious conscious into easy automatic function. Moral de-
velopment of the individual is a growth of will in the line of
good motive, moral deterioration a growth of will in the line
of bad motive. The progress of mankind from lower to
higher planes of thought, feeling and doing is the record of
better action founded on and guided by wiser insight, and of
the development of better feeling in consequence: higher
feeling has followed improved thinking and acting, and so
the quality of the will has been raised.

No one disputes that a knowledge of the past actions of
men in different situations and circumstances of life is the
foundation of a knowledge of the springs of human action on
which we rely in our present and count in our future dealings
with them. The study of history would be a barren labour
if the operations of a self-determining entity left no room
for dependence upon the determining effects of motives, nor
would the most sagacious statesman in that case be any
better off in the functions of government, notwithstanding
a lLifelong experience, than a fool. In every department of
human activity the person who has had experience 1is
esteemed a wiser guide than the new comer, because of the
certitude that the thoughts and acts of men are not in any
respect chance-events, but that what they have done before
t!:e;r will do again when actuated by similar motives in
similar circumstances, The systematic provisions made for
the education and training of the young—which are really
means to manufacture them to an approved pattern by im-
plantin_g in them the customary habits of thinking, feeling
and willing of the community—social institutions and
usages, fﬂirethﬂught and skill in the conduct of affairs, all
the operations of daily life in the intercourse of sane men
are based upon the tacit implication that acts of will are
not motiveless and haphazard, but conform to law and
may be counted upon. Do I submit a dispute to an im-
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will be no decision ; if a decision in equilibrium, the fact is
ineonsistent with any essential connection between character
and action. ;

No deep attention to their writings is needed to discover
that the moral and religious authors who nurse the most
fervent conviction of freewill, and reject passionately the
notion of necessity in human actions, do nevertheless use
language habitually which is imbued with the implication
of determination, containing it, as it were, by silent involu-
tion.! Indeed, it is impossible for them to help it : the fact
is embodied in all the perceptions, thoughts, feelings, even
the modes of sensibility, of mankind, and in the inmost
texture of the language by which expression is given to them g
for such thoughts, feelings, and words are possible to any
individual now by virtue only of the law-governed acquisi-
tions, the experience-built mental structure, of an infinite
succession of generations of men. The exquisitely nice and
fine movements which we perform in each act of seeing or
hearing, without being in the least aware of them, represent
the sum of an incalculable multitude of slowly elaborated
experiences that have been organised as faculties or func-
tions: they are virtually unconscious reasonings. Our intui-
tion of space may well be in like manner the consolidations
of an infinite succession of human experiences that defi-
nite movements on our part have always definite and
uniform results which, when making them, we can definitely
reckon on.

Be that so or not, however, there is not a word we utter,
not & movement we make, not a sensation we experience,
not a tool we make use of, not an article of clothing we
wear, that has not the same far-reaching significance. Our
forefathers, by intending their minds to realities, have
established a harmony of thought with external nature
which is a pre-established harmony in our nature, ‘Oblige
me Tﬁth a light ’ is a trivial favour which one man begs and
obtains of another, hardly deeming that he is asking a favour

! To say that the will chooses which motives to rej i
; _ reject, and which to aceept
what is that bat to Imply that it cannot act from the motives that it rejcefs:
and must act in accordance with the motives that it accepts 7
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of thought by a carveful study of its genesis; the purpose is
good, but it cannot plainly be accomplished by a method of
introspection, which will never take us back to the be-
ginnings, since the faculty of it comes to maturity only
when thought has reached a high development. Is it then
by a sympathetic study of the mental phenomena of animals
and infants that we shall succeed better? Tt is a method
of much fruitful promise, but at the same time inadequate
and apt to be misleading, since we are unable to enter into
the comparative simplicity of their minds with a corre-
sponding simplicity of mind, and so are apt to misread and
misinterpret the signs that we observe ; and in the best
event it is not sufficing, since it starts a long way from the
actual genesis. Only by a close objective study of the un-
consecious operations of thought-generating organic matter
shall we ever attend at the birth of thought. Find out the
laws of adaptive interaction, in their simplest expression, of
that organic matter which, when its energies rise above the
horizon of consciousness, we call reason, and you will arrive
at the foundation-facts of the highest thought, So far ag the
Amaeba reasons—and reason unconseiously it does in go far
as it makes vital adaptations to its surroundings—it exhibits
the principle of that which in its more complex evolution in
the brains of the higher animals and of man is reason,

By a study of the operations of mtelligence in its highest
developments we perceive g reverse operation that brings us
to the same physical result—namely, to reason become habit
or instinet, that is to say, to reason incorporate in structure,
The simplest proposition we can make—as, for example
that the dog barks—which seems neither to need nor tc;
admit analysis, means actually the consolidation of ag many
]?Jhuric-us acquisitions as an habitual act which looks equally
simple, since we perform it without lmowing it, but which
we have learnt only by long practice. Each simple affirmg.
tion or Judgment which has itself been acquired graduall
‘a.nfl fixed mentally, becomes, by association, an aceesgg g
idea of, and afterwards, by closer integration, an uncﬂnsciog
element of, a more complex judgment; and 80. the process
80€s on in ascending complexity to the formation of g
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mental compound which means a great many simpler com-
pounds or elements. We might compare it then to a grand
and noble river which, when traced back to its source in a
little rill, is seen to have grown by the successive inflows of
many similar little streams.

We think so much of consciousness in the functions of
human intelligence that we do not sufficiently realise how
much the body can do without it, but ingist wrongly on
making it essential to operations in which it has really no
ossential concern. Men do not divine truth and then work
to it with set deliberation: they reasoned during centuries
before they knew a single rule of logic; made instinctive
and traditional adaptations to natural laws before general-
iging about them; used language instinctively without
dreaming that it was a slow elaboration through the ages,
embodying the successive growths of intelligence ; practised
virtue as a custom before a single rule of virtue was ever
tormulated. Indeed, had not man been virtuous before he
found out rules of virtue he would never have been virtuous
at all. Knowledge is instinct in life before it is under-
standing, is in the air around before it is in the conception
and speech ; and when in mature season the unconscious
bursts into consciousness, the man of genius is the organ
through which the expansion takes place; he is the inter-
preter of its blind impulses to the age, and gives them
thenceforth clear ntterance and definite aim.

Such are the formidable facts which confront and con-
tradict the metaphysical theory of freewill: compendiously
stated, they are practical human life. For certainly the
practical experience of the whole world from the beginning
unto now is, that will as it works in human affairs is a power
which does not stand outside the range of natural causation ;
wherefore when men have gormulated scientifically their
practical philosophy, when they have set forth explicitly the
principles that are implicit in actual life, they will be hard
put to it to find there a suitable niche for the doctrine of an
undetermined will. Meanwhile the advocates of the dogma
may continue to cultivate freewill as an ideal, making {':f' it
a sort of holy shrine in their minds, and from time to time,
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as they bethink themselves, doing it reverence ; taking good
care the while, however, to leave it in holy seclusion, and not
to introduce it into the affairs of daily life,

Thus far then the dogma of freewill comes out as incon-
sistent—first, with the fact that true doctrine is the explicit
declaration of what is implicit in the constitution and ex-
perience of mankind, the uprising into formal consciousness
of that which existed tacitly below its threshold; and,
secondly, with the acknowledgment of the universality of
causation within human experience. A third class of
adverse considerations will be laid bare by a close eriticism
of certain commonly accepted but not indisputably war-
ranted assumptions of the metaphysical method ; and it is
with them that I go on to deal in the next section.

SECTION II.

WHAT CONSCIOUSNESS TELLS US CONCERNING WILL.

LET us now inquire closely what are the grounds and reasong
of the metaphysician’s clear conviction that he has a will
and that it is free, His consciousness makes him the revela-
tion in so plain and sure a way that all the counterargu-
ments in the world cannot invalidate its direct and positive
testimony. A pity it is that consciousness in this matter
cannot swear its own nterpreter. Tt will be well to examine
rigorously how much it actually does tell him in respect
of these two allegations—first, that he has a will; ang
secondly, that it ig free ; since it may be that it dges noé
directly tell him all that he is in the habit of believing and
declaring it does.

Is it true then that we know immedia‘,tel_v by CONSCIONg-
ness that we have such an entity as the metaphysician
means by will? No, it is not true; for it appears, when
Wwe consider the matter closely, that a great part of that
unnﬁc_lent dogma is not an immediate deliverance which is
certain and cannot be disputed, but g mediate inference
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tion, for ¢I° feel as well as will, and to maintain that this
entity was necessary to produce each sensation; or to Pﬂlﬂt'l.l-
late a special emotional entity operating in each emotion ;
or, going further in the same direction of entity-ma]:ing_r, to
create a spirit of greenness which is the cause of green things
looking green ; or to discover a spirit of stoneness which lies
behind the material nature of stone. TIn that way we might
please ourselves to people nature with infinite multitudes of
entities, or invisible spirits of visible things, but they wounld
be superfluous in fact, as they are not apprehensible in
thought, and of no interest save as playful essays of imagi-
nation always eager and pleased to exercise its energy. For
1t is noteworthy that the imagination needs no spur in order
to work ; unlike the reason, whose exercise costs the pain of
effort, its function is too eager and easy, the hard matter
being to hold it in and discipline it. That is the reason
why it is so much easier to lie than to speak the truth : no
training is required to learn to lie, but the sternnest mental
discipline is necessary to implant a habit of strict truth in
thought and word and deed, and will not succeed then if the
foundations are faulty.

What the metaphysician has done is plain enough : he
has converted into an entity the general term which embraces
the multitude of particular volitions, themselyes varying
infinitely in power and quality, and has then referred them
all to it as cause. So he talks habitually as if will had
always the same nature, whereas there is no such thing as
one and the same will-nature ; each will having its own
nature and development, being itself an independent reality.
With the disposition, powers, and habits of each mind as
different as the constitution, temper and activity of each
body, and with the several variations of temper in each body
at different times, how can the will fail to be different? Like
it may be in different persons, and on different occasions in
the same person, but it is never identical ; if is always in-
dividual, particular, A general will is not an entity, it is
10 more than a notion. No wonder that there is neither
common end nor end to philosophical disquisitions concerning
@ notion of which each person is free to have his own notion,

C
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WHAT CONSCIOUSNESS TELLS US CONCERNING WILL. 23

conditions of my senses and faculties, which conditions are
the forms of time and space; and thereupon I say that the
external world exists in time and space, making of time and
space sorts of realities. They are really not existences of
that kind ; they are relations of two terms—the self and the
not-self, We have behaved in a like manner with regard to
continuity and unity, playing upon ourselves the trick of
transforming a form or condition of self-consciousness into
a direct intuition into the self-in-ifself, and so into an
absolute revelation of the unity of pure mind.

It might be hard to see an end to the inquiry were we
once to set diligently to work to examine and to set forth
how much innocent dupery we habitually practise upon
ourselves in the region of metaphysics. Being compelled
in so attenuated an atmosphere to make violent exertions.
in order to sustain a flight at all, we imagine that we are
making a great advance when we are whirling in a cirele, or
are little better than stationary. The term consciousness is
by no means free from misleading vagueness and obscurity
of application; it being a common practice to speak of states
of consciousness, as if consciousness had dfs states, were
really an entity behind the states and had existence apart
from them, when it is itself only a state of something else,
whether that something be soul or bedy; not otherwise in
fact than as it is the practice to speak of the will exercising
its several wills, whereas it is the man who wills and there
is no general will apart from the particular will. There is
no such existence as a general or abstract consciousness in
the individual ; it is as imaginary a noumenon as abstract
will or abstract force; there are so many particular con-
sclousnesses ; a general consciousness is merely a notion.
Indeed, if there be one thing in the world which is particular
to the individual, a special quality of his which he has no
better warrant to abstract from his personality and to make
absolute than his individual temper or individual gait, it
is consciousness. We are entirely ignorant what are the
physical conditions of consciousness, which nevertheless we
must admit to exist wherever mind works by brain. Obeying
the necessity of havin hysical ] :

g some physical hypothesis, we may






WHAT CONSCIOUSNESS TELLS US CONCERNING WILL, 25

needs not to be pointed ouf. The one is the coruscating point
of a moment, the other embraces length of time and e:xtw_ant of
space. As the testimony of consciousness moreover 1s vmme-
diate, that is to say, is strictly the expression of its present
state, it cannot by the nature of the case have direct regard
to any former state of consciousness; otherwise we should
have to admit that a present state of consciousness could be
itself and a former state of consciousness at the same
instant, If it steps beyond the instant, we have no longer
to do with the direct deliverance of itself, but with the
indirect evidence of memory of antecedent consciousness,
not with introspective certainty but with retrospective
fallacy ; staying in the instant, how can it help falling into
the illusion of an undetermined will ?

This last reflection, if followed out to its logical upshot,
will be found to reach far, since it implies that a present
state of consciousness has not, qud consciousness, real con-
tinuity with the consciousness of yesterday or of a year ago,
or of thirty years ago. The continuity is not a continuity of
consciousness but a continuity of memory, the basis of which
is not consciousness but organie registration. Now inasmuch
as the self of today is very different from the self of thirty
years since, and as moreover the quality of the present state
of consclousness, even when it is a recollection, connotes and
witnesses to the present self, it clearly is not the conscious-
ness proper to the then self; that it is impossible to revive ;
you might as well demand of an adulb that he should retread
the infantile steps which he made in learning to walk. The
sober truth is that there is no abstract consciousness with
the intuition of identity, no actual unity of consciousness ;
there are so many particular consciousnesses, and the thread
of eontinuity running through them is not a conscious thread
but a continuity in that which lies beneath consciousness.
We should be in a bad way if we were compelled to base the
certainty of identity on consciousness alone.

Before assenting to its testimony concerning an unde-
termined will as final and sufficient, it behoves us to inquire
and consider well what has been going on in the unillumined
region, Now whoever will be at the pains to carry his
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brain in which all parts, internal and external, have repre-
sentation, direct or indirect, there are lines of ancestral
resemblance which condition his modes of thinking, feeling,
and will—all his modes of consciousness. When he has hgul
the inspiration to do well in some sudden and urgent
emergency of life, in which he hardly knew at the time what
he did, he might justly give thanks to the dead father or
grandfather who endowed him with the actuating impulse
or the happy aptitude which served him so well on the
critical occasion. Thou didst not behave like a fool in that
overwhelming emergency ? Claim no merit thyself in the
matter, but render deep and silent thanks to the giver. The
circumstances of the particular crisis, the bodily change
incident to an epoch of life, the novel stimulus of a fever or
other bodily disease, or some occult cause of which we can
give no account, will kindle into activity an ancestral quality
that had been latent till then, unnoticed and perhaps un-
suspected. What man is there who does not, in his manner
of making love to his mistress, show some trait of character
and behaviour which he never noticed in himself before, but
which he might perhaps have noticed in his father had he
been present at his father’s wooing.

It must seem strange to those who view mind from a
pure psychological standpoint that such ancestral aptitudes
should exist in it for a long time in a perfectly silent or
latent state, without the least consciousness on its part of
their existence, and start suddenly into activity on the ocea-
sion of some unforeseen stimulus. Where are they during
all that time of latency? TIf in the mind, how is it that the
mind does not comprehend its own contents®? It will not
help to say that they are in the memory, for how can the
memory contain that which, never having been personally
known, has never been put into it? Is it that we must
admit unconscious mind ; and if so, what is its relation, on
the one hand, to conscious mind, and, on the other, to the
physical organisation of mind? Is brain, after all, uncon-
scious mind? The fact, however, is quite consistent with
the experience of one who is hugely pleased with some
brilliant conception or expression that occurs to him, and
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beneath the partial and inadequate art of expression? The
total energy in each case is, if T may so express myself, the
sum of the potential and kinetic energies of the individual.
A great character, like a great work of art, moves men not
so much by that which he expresses as by what that which
he expresses suggests. It is a very poor definition, then, of
the ego to make it, as some do, the sum of agreeable or
painful sensations, actual or ideal, which determine the con-
duct; when there is not a state of consciousness, as known to
self or as revealed through its proper channels to others,
that has not the whole character, mental and bodily,
beneath it,

When we reflect how much time and what a multitude of
divers experiences have gone to the formation of a character,
what a complex product it is, and what an inconceivably in-
tricate inter-working of intimate energies, active and inhi-
bitive, any display of it in feeling and will means, it must
appear a gross absurdity for any one to aspire to estimate
and appraise all the component motives of a particular act
of will. Tts sources are too remote and hidden, the paths
of motives are too fine, intricate, circuitous and various, to
admit a complete analysis of its constituent parts : the keen-
est self-inspection in the world can never make them plain,
since it is not possible to seize and measure each minute and
remote operabive thrill of energy, to bring all the coefficient
factors into the light of consciousness. As well think to fix
and measure the force of every little wave that goes to swell
the great tidal wave that dashes finally upon the shore, or—a,
less complex but perhaps juster comparison—to measure the
numerous and exquisitely fine and delicate thrills of motion
that make the varying modulations of the human voice,
To dissect any act of will accurately, and then to recom-
pose it, would be to dissect and recompose humanity. Aects
of will being acts and manifestations of self, outcomes of
the person’s essential nature, a thorough self-knowledge is
now, as it ever hfm been, an unattainablé aim of knowledge.
To aﬂir?:n ?hat will is ever undetermined is then to postulate
an ommiscience of self in face of the certitude that not one-
self only but every self is inserutably complex, Nevertheless,






WHAT CONSCIOUSNESS TELLS US CONCERNING WILL, 31

object. That is his apprehension of it, which apprehension
or mental grasping, be it noted, includes movement as a con-
stituent element ; is not, as commonly implied, receptive only,
but is also reactive—a bi-polar event, sensory and motor.

Little as we think of it, the discriminations of sense,
whether of sight or of touch or of any other sense, imply
movements of museles, without which they would be impos-
sible; all the impressions which it is capable of receivipg
might be made on each sense without any discriminative
perceptions on its part, in the absence of the proper motor
adaptations by the muscles connected with its organ. Indeed,
without muscular action it may be questioned whether we
should feel at all. In the first instance, the impression upon
the sense produces a disturbance of equilibrium which dis-
charges itself in vague motor reactions on the external world ;
but these motor reactions become by degrees special and
adaptive. Now mental development in man does not stay at
this sensori-motor level ; for the adaptive reactions are duly
represented or registered in the higher centres of the brain,
and thereafter are not expressed externally in visible move-
ments, but take place internally in their cerebral representa-
tions, such internal operations being what we call perceptions
orideas. Thusideas signify fundamentally adaptive reactions
at one remove ; complex ideas combinations of such repre-
sentative reactions; and abstract ideas cerebral representa-
tions at still higher removes. The understanding of an
abstract term, or each operation of our highest reason, im-
plies then a deep fund of slow acquisition by culture and
exercise, not fundamentally different from, though vastly
more delicate and complex than, the faculty of performing
some skilful bodily movement which has been gained by
diligent practice : as impossible to the undeveloped and feeble
intelligence of a low savage as the cleverest foat of a Juggler
18 to an untrained child. The commonest operations of in-
telligence postulate a succession of functions that have been
capitalised in structure as faculty.

A very rich fund of faculty is of necessity presupposed
when will is influenced by reason in the moral sphere, and so
acts m its highest capacity; for the supreme reason which
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CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF CONSCIOUSNESS, 45

And as the blood is a highly manufactured fluid which has its
place and function intermediate between the living element
within and the aliment supplied from without the body; so
. the social atmosphere is a highly compound and, as it were,
humanity-manufactured medium that is intermediate between
the individual and direct personal relations with the external
world. Without its social atmosphere, its sustenance and
support, a mind could no more live and breathe than an
element of tissue could live without its nutritive medium :
the feeling of solidarity pervades the individual, as his blood
circulates, unconsciously, vitalising him as a social being.
Let the social medium undergo disintegration, as it does in
catastrophes like the French Revolution, and what a terrible
spectacle of violent distrust, insane suspicions, unreasoning
hatreds, fearful brutalities, crimes, frenzies and horrors does
man present! Without its support he falls into mental
convulsions, as the body, drained of its blood, falls into
physical convulsions.

It will not be amiss by way of summary to set forth one
final reflection before ending this section. It is the obvious
reflection that everything which we know is a synthesis of
subject and object, the outcome of subject plus object ; and,
therefore, every phase of consciousness being that, directly or
remotely, neither matter-in-itself nor mind-in-itself are words
that have any meaning. The consciousness of the ego is
itself phenomenal, a relation ; and if so, a relation of what ?
It matters not what you call the synthesis—subject and
object, mind and matter, or what not—it is the only know-
able ; the absolutely unknowable is object without subject;
and subject without object. The hypothesis of an external
world is a good working hypothesis within all human expe-
rience, but to ask whether the external world exists apart
from all human experience is about as sensible a question as
to ask whether the shadow belongs to the sun or to the
f:narn’s body ; for what an extraordinarily perverse and futile
ingenuity it palpably is to attempt to think anything outside
human consciousness, and what a signal absurdity to apply
any terms of human experience to what is not within human
experience ! To say there is an absolute and to call it the
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THE PHYSICAL BASIS OF CONSCIOUS IDENTITY. 51

but it is an axiom which after all is confronted, if not confuted,
by evidence which goes far to show, if we examine it fairly,
that the ego has extension and is divisible. Here, indeed,
way be noted a very pretty inconsistency on his part : .while
telling us that space is essentially a form of thought, innate
in the ego, he assures us in the same breath that the eqo
has not extension ; in other words, that which has not ex-
tension thinks extension by virtue of its innate form. Mean-
while may it not actually be because the ego has extension
that 1t can and does think space in every act of consciousness
—in every thought and feeling, as well as in every percep-
tion—and that, as will be seen later, it is capable of disinte-
gration by disease? Another consideration: Those who
protest so much that mind has not extension, would do well
to explain clearly whether every sensation, as such, is not a
function of pure consciousness. It is impossible for them
seriously to dispute it. But it is certain that every sensation
takes place through an extended part of the body, and
though not itself material, is quantitative and qualitative ;
that it must have that foundation in extension, and be felt
somewhere in definite, even measurable degree, and of
definite quality. Here, then, we have mind in its capacity of
sensation taking on the qualities of extension. Lastly, let
- us consider this : That the moment an individual has said to
himself I—whether as feel, or as I think, or T am—he has
enunciated his own limitation. The very consciousness of
the ego is the betrayal of its limitation in time and space,
and the proof of its extension ; for it is impossible for him
to say I without positing a non-ego from which he js defined
by limitation. So it turng out that the fundamental fact of
conseiousness is itself the most absolute declaration that the
ego has extension. Certainly, if that be 80, it will not lessen
the trouble of comprehending how the finite, having form
and occupying space, can declare itself to be made in the
image of the Infinite, which is without form and does not
oceupy space,

Our introspective psychologist of the study, who specu-
lates at his ease about an abstract will that has only a
notional existence, which accommodates itself pliantly {o hig
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ITS PHYSIOLOGICAL BASIS, 113

individual cases, is to construct an artificial philosophy that
may serve well for intellectual gymmastics in scholastic
exercises, but which has no bearing upon the concerns and
doings of real life—upon the daily incomings and outgoings
of men. That will is a power of better quality and higher
dignity in man than in animal or infant admits of no
question ; but that is an excellent reason why we ought to
study the successive stages of its evolution from the lower to
the higher level of being. When a young dog, in obedience
to its natural impulse, seizes a piece of meat that lies near
it and is whipped for the theft, or starts off in eager pursuit
of a hare that jumps up in front of it and is sharply
punished for its conduct, the memory of what it was made
to suffer for yielding to instant desire intervenes on the next
similar occasion between the impression on sight and the
ensuing impulse, and checks or inhibits it. In like manner,
when an infant, obeying its natural impulse to apprehend
objects by grasping them, seizes hold of some bright object
that attracts its gaze, and is burnt for its pains, it remembers
its painful experience; and the memory of the pain that it
suffered intervenes to check or inhibit a like hasty movement
on another occasion. Here, then, are two simple instances
that are just as instructive as a thousand similar instances
would be: the animal and infant has each voluntarily re-
strained itself from doing what its first impulse was to do;
of two courses it has chosen the best—the path of enlightened
prudence or duty in preference to the path of natural pro-
clivity. You may complicate the business as much as you
please by multiplying the experiences and reflections, till
the outcoming will is the resultant of manifold, intricate,
delicate, and circuitous interactions, but that alters not the
fundamental character of the process; in the simple instances
adduced we have the typical scheme of volition, the elemental
units of the most complex willing,

Let us now proceed to consider the physical side of the
process. What has happened there? In the first case,
where the dog on seeing the meat seized it instantly, a
particular impression on the sense of sight, the conduetion
of the molecular motion caused thereby to a special nerve-
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CONCERNING THE NOTION OF NECESSITY, 127

must, since it cannot help thinking two thoughts together
that have always occurred together, co-existent or sequent,
it has made it a despotic entity outside itself. Because it is
bound to think a co-existence or sequence, it objectifies the
necessity. So far as we can think of nature apart from man,
or of man apart from nature, and so far as we can touch a
real-in-itself in either of the two ideals—liberty and necessity,
we are well entitled to say that there is far more necessity
in man than in nature, and far more freedom in nature than
in man. Let it be acknowledged, then, that we know no
other necessity in nature than the necessity which we make
in formulating our experience, and that it will last just as
long as our experiences are as they are, and no longer.
Could these experiences become wider to-morrow and reach
a higher plane of being, any so-called law of nature might
be contravened and shattered; and were our modes of re-
lation with external nature changed fundamentally—by the
acquisition of a quite new sense yielding quite new expe-
riences, or, better still, by the opening in us of half a
dozen new senses revealing new worlds of experience—then
onr fundamental laws of thought would be changed also,
our universal categories revolutionised; and our necessities
of to-day, the eternal verities we swear by now, would
show beside the eternal verities we should swear by then
like the painful gropings of a blind man beside the qhick

apt and easy movements of one who has his perfect sighti
A race of men that was both blind and deaf would g0 very
quietly about its business without being disturbed in the
!east by the crash of thunder or the flash of lightning ; but
it would not therefore follow that thunder and ligh;ning
were not real things to another race more amply furnished
with senses. Are there no stars in heaven because the eye-
less polype cannot see them? Is there no law of gravitation
because the brainless oyster does not apprehend it ? Ts the
wof-lrl without moral feeling because the octopus is insensib]

to 16? Is there no music of the spheres because “this muddE
vesture of decay doth grossly close us in’ that we cann{
h:ear it? An atom in immensity, a moment in eternit .

single pulse, so to speak, in the flux of life upon earth, u{:l:
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INVOLUTION AND EVOLUTION. 1S

existences and events in nature, in simple virtue of the agency
and properties of matter; and the opinion that the so-called
continuity is really a succession of creations through new
involutions of matter. The process is not, properly speaking,
an evolution, unless evolution be complemented by a worked-
out theory of involution, but an epigenesis. Certainly the
most exact and complete mathematics of quantity will not
avail to explain gualities.

At some vastly remote period of the world’s history—a
period so remote that the distance can hardly take definite
form in a mental conception—non-living matter reached
such a complexity of intimate combinations and was in such
fitting external eonditions that it underwent what was then
an extraordinary transformation into living matter. Theo-
logians will not care nmowadays to dispute the transforma-
tion, if it be granted that the event was the immediate work
of divine interposition, a direct creative act. Onece formed,
living matter has the property of perpetuating and increas-
ing itself by taking into itself non-living matter, converting
it into its kind—assimilating it, as it is said—and so
making it vital ; not otherwise than as a spark of fire, once
it has with great pains been obtained, grows into a flame
and continues to spread when it meets with suitable aliment.
The ease and rapidity with which now is effected by living
matter a transformation that took place only in the first
instance by successive steps and, as it were, after long and
slow preparations, must be attributed to the fact that the
small vital particle contains in itself and supplies actually
in its function the essential conditions of the transmutation
which were then obtained only after many trials and chances,
and by favour perhaps of a happy coincidence. So in un-
known way it works a conversion to its nature by the infec-
tion of its presence and influence. T use the example of a
spark of fire not as an explanation, but as a comparison, in
order to assist the conception of what takes place; fur’ as
.the five raises the matter near it to such a temperature that
it mtc];&s fire, or as an orator’s enthusinsm so inflames the
f}?ﬂfiﬁ%m of his andience that they flare up ; so the particle

g matter contains, concentrated in its minute but
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INVOLUTION AND EVOLUTION. 141

to them ; such process, ingoing and outgoing, being at the
foundation of the faculties we call perception and judgment;
80 we make a veritable assimilation of them, and therein a
gain to ourselves of mental faculty. The process is gradual
and tentative at first, but it becomes exact and perfect by
practice. Now the underlying condition of such acquired
faculty or function certainly is an organic basis of gradually
formed structure, the specialty of which structure is deter-
mined by, embodies, and signifies the composite result of the
internally immanent and the special externally influent
conditions. Thus conscious function helps to throw light,
upon the dark and hidden processes of purely organic
function, for it is with the increments and developments of
the simple organic particle as it is at bottom with our mental
increments and developments.

The reaction of the simplest living matter to the external
stimulus is simple and direct, but it is cbvious that with each
of those above-mentioned increments of gain, they being
embodiments of simple reactions, the reaction becomes less
direct and simple; and it is further obvious that with
successive additions, especially when the additions ave deve-
lopments, the reaction becomes more and more circuitous
and complicated ; the determinants of action mainly within,
the occasions without. The organism has become a maga-
zine of embodied relations. TIn its structure are stored up
potentially the multitudinous simple actions and reactions
between organic substance and medium—ordered struc-
turalisations that make its increasing complexity ; they
are there ready to unfold in energy on the ocecasion of a slight
and very indirect stimulus ; not otherwise than as the mind
of a man of the world contains the gains of the experience
by which he has profited on his way through life, and holds
them in store ready for use when the occasion demands. A
complex organism is the embodiment of such
i To i o gEing of L

: omies, so-called, of organie
structures and beings have been thus tashioned. If traced back
FD their genesis, if undone, so to speak, in the reverse ﬂr:ﬂ a
n which they were done, the research would bring us at mE

involutiong
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MENTAL EVOLUTION AND THE SOCIAL MEDIUM. 153

general level of knowledge has been so raised as to admit of
the promulgation of the discovery and of its simultaneous
verification. Time and chance happen in all things; where-
fore the ancients rightly built altars and dedicated temples to
Fortune. A great character in a mean sphere shall never
be heard of beyond his village, though he may be a notable
figure there, while the qualities of a poorer character on a
large stage shall cause his name to echo through human
history. The jealousies of Augustus Cmsar and Mark
Antony were war throughout the then known world: the
jealousies of two men of equal natural capacities to those of
Augustus Cmsar and Mark Antony may be a quarrel in a
country alehouse. The finest tree of the forest is the pro-
duet of a good seed falling on good ground in propitious sur-
roundings, but where are the thousand seeds that perished
the very year when it germinated, every one of which would
have produced as fine a tree as if, had the same good fortune
befallen them? Has not many an inglorious potential
Newton gazed at the stars and only thought of them, if
he has thought of them at all, as a means of lighting him
home at night? Those who see not a miraculous but a
natural event in the birth and progress of Christianity will
acknowledge that, had its founder been born two hundred
yvears before he was born, at a time when his countrymen
were not waiting in earnest expectation of the coming of a
redeemer of Israel, and before the commencing dissolution
of the Roman Empire yielded a soil excellently fit for its
gI'GW‘tI], he would have lived and died in a mean thcuritf_
Had there been no French revolution, and had Napoleon not
chanced to come in the slackening stream of it, he might
well have ended his days obscurely, a moody and discon-
tented captain of artillery, as men of equal capacity to his
have very likely often done. For my part, I have certainly
known in country villages men of more native power of
intellect, of larger humonr, of more quietly heroie self-sup-
pression, of more silent grandeur of character, of more solid
human qualities, than any distinguished man that I have
ever met _With; he, for the most part, is actually a signally
gelf-conscious and attennated person, the potential gold of
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MENTAL EVOLUTION AND THE SOCIAL MEDIUM, 159

But in the ant they are not works of imagination in the
human sense of the term; they are the work of organiec
matter of a certain complexity of nature in a certain
structural form; and what they prove is that an organic
body by itself, without help of mind, is capable, in its
degree, of doing that for which we think it necessary in
human doings to invoke the conscious function of mind. In
like manner, the conclusion we ought to draw from the
social life of ants and bees is not that human society, con-
sciously pre-ordained or divinely inspired, is the natural
thing, and that these communities of ants and bees are an
extraordinary and unaccountable freak of nature or caprice
of Deity, but simply that there has been a natural tendency
to the formation of social aggregations by organic beings of
a certain complexity under certain conditions of existence ;
that the disposition to co-operation in social union is an ulti.
mate and essential fact of organic development of certain
kinds—just as much so as any complex chemieal combination
or the formation of a complex organic molecule. Tf that be
80, the right course is to apprehend the fact distinetly, and
to use it in our examination of the beginnings of human
society, not to apply to the social phenomena of ants and
bees conceptions derived from the workings of man’s in-
telligence in the events of his social state.

As a matter of fact, human beings do habitually construet
imaginatively, without consciously pre-ordaining what they
will construet, for imagination works independently of con-
sciousness and will, its results only being so illumined :
indeed, there is not a faculty of mind which, though they
began by using it consciously, they do not, after habitual
practice, exercise unconsciously. By continual repetitions
a sensafion becomes less consecious, till, having become part
of our habitual relations, it is hardly sensation at all: we do
not, for example, ordinarily feel the presence of an artificia]
tooth which we have long had, nor the friction of the clothes
which we daily wear. But the impression which has Jogt its
distinetly conseious character as a sensation has then become
a want or need, so that the absence of it is felt as the dis.
comfort of something wanting ; it has been so incorporate
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WILL IN MENTAL DERANGEMENT, 285

might perhaps have been foretold ; for if a temperament is
unsound it is predisposed to degeneracy, and the degeneracy,
whether it be into madness or into badness, will be marked
by some defect of moral feeling and will. Not that the pecu-
liarity in these persons commonly reaches a depth or takes
a character of moral decline which could rightly be termed
moral degradation; in many instances it is rather of the
nature of a moral eccentricity or a moral discord, while in
others it consists in the exaggerated growth of some parti-
cular quality of character which, natural in temperate develop-
ment, in excess becomes vice. Vanity grown to such a height
as to lose the restraint of sanity; love of gain developed into
an extreme avarice and miserliness; suspicion and distrust
of others so excessive as to become a veritable monomania ;
a mobile impressionability so little ballasted by logic of cha-
racter or training as to present a perfect exemplar of inco-
herence of thought and insinecerity of feeling ;—these and the
like egoistic tendencies in hypertrophied growth are the
tokens of the deep fault, so to speak, in the moral disposi-
tion. The fundamental note of character beneath the exces.
sive growths is an intense and narrow self-regarding egoism :
not necessarily a deliberate, conscious selfishness, but an
acute self-feeling ; a constant and inveterate reference of all
impressions to self, which is easily touched to the quick, being
what is called very sensitive, as well it may be when all its
sensibilities are collected into one sensitive point and that
point self; a serene and exacting assumption, of a tacit kind,
that what is important to him is or ought to be of equal mo-
ment to all the world and a corresponding exacting demand
on the services of others, without any sense of obligation or
gratitude ; a sheer incapacity to coneeive the insignificance
of self in the economy of the whole and to view it and its
relations objectively. The one thing a person of this kind
cannot do is to objectify himself—to surmount self by a
humorous criticism of self. Tt ig impossible for him to
believe, as he gets to the worst, that he and his concerns do
not or ought not to fill ag large a place in other people’s
thoughts as they do in his own, who, he may come to per-
suade himself at last, are thinking or speaking ill of him,
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Frontispiece. Small crown 8vo. price

3r. 6

EDMONDS (Herbert) — WELL SPENT
LIVES: a Series of Modern Biogra-
phies. New and Cheaper Edition,
Crown 8vo. price 3+, 64,
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Ilustrations. Fcp. 8vo. price 1. 64,

FARQUHARSON (M)
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trations.  Small 8vo. price 27, 6d.
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BOKHARA: a Tale of Central Asia,
With Illustrations, Newand Cheaper
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Illustrated. New and Cheaper Edi-
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Empire in the beginning of the Third
Century.  With 4 Illustrations by
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STORIES. Translated from the German
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Full-page Illustrations by M. E,
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A Book for Girls. New Edition,
With a Frontispiece. Crown Evo,
Price 55,
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With Four Illustrations by Catherine
F. Frere. Price 3r. 64.
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Lows. A Book for Boys, With Six
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8vo. price 3. 64,

AT SCHOOL WITH AN OLD DRAGOON.
With Six Illustrations. New and
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. price
3. 64,

MALDEN (H. E.)—PRIXCES AND PRIN-
CESSES: Two Fairy Tales. Illustrated.
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Square crown 8vo. price 25, 64"
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JEAN JAROUSSEAU. Translated from
the French. By Colonel E, P, De
I’Hoste. Witha Frontispiece. New
Edition. Fep. 8vo. price 3. 64,

KEANEY (Mrs. G. 8.)—WAKING anD
WoRKING ; or, From Girlhood to
Womanhood. New and Cheaper
Edition. With a Frontispiece. Cr.
8vo. price 3r. 6.

BLESSING AND BLESSED : a Sketch of
Girl Life. Newand Cheaper Edition,
Crown 8vo. cloth, price 3s. 6d.

RosE GUurNEY's Discovery, A Book
for Girls. Dedicated to their Mothers,
Crown 8vo. cloth, price 3s. 64,

ENGLISH GIRLS: Their Place and Power,
With Preface by the Rev. R. W. Dale.
Third Edition, 8vo. cloth,
price 21, 64,

JusT ANvONE, and other Stories, Three
Illustrations, Royal 16mo. cloth, price
15, 64,

SUNBEAM WILLIE, and other Stories,
Three Tllustrations. Royal 16mo,
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SUNSHINE JENNY and other Stories,
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