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of importance that those interested in the Medical
Reform Bill, should immediately give attentioi to this
point, otherwise, under the emergeucy of the case,
some self-constituted body may rise up, and dictate
laws that might aggravate rather than remedy the
evils complained of. I purpose showing the ne-
cessity of the Legislature and the Medical Profes-
sion recognising this as a legitimate branch of the
science, and that no persons be permitted hereafter
to practise without having undergone examination
by one or more censors of the Royal College of
Surgeons.

As it now is, Dentistry can be considered no
profession ; a person, however illiterate and un-
educated, may commence practice; and society
being unprotected, there is no reason why he may
not be consulted : in which case, there being no
guarantee that he is professionally competent, he
may operate on a tooth in the neighbourhood of an
incipient malignant tumor, and thereby do the

greatest mischief; for it can hardly be supposed
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possessing too great a feeling of delicacy to name
her infirmity, he may make enormous charges, and
he may go on in this system of atrocity and impo-
sition without being amenable to any law.

To me it appears extraordinary that in this great
capital, the most enlightened in Europe, and in this
age of advanced science, such charlatanism should
not directly be checked ; and I have no hesitation
in saying, that the rank of the profession, and the in-
terest of society, demand legislative interference.

To the few members of our profession recog-
nised by scientific bodies, I would suggest that
they step boldly forward at this moment, and leave
nothing undone, which private or public interest
can suggest, to place them in their proper position;
therefore I call upon the medical profession, of
which dental surgery forms a very important part,
to state, whenever opportunities occur, the neces-
sity which exists that a proper system of physiology
and pathology be inculcated to all those who wish

to practise. The majority must remember the
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limited few ; no new and essential theories on prac-
tice have been suggested under fear of piracy ;
narrow feelings entertained towards each other;
and the practice of the one, however perfect, de-
preciated by the other to answer his own selfish
views,

To members of the medical profession following
dentistry, and skilled in the higher walks of the
profession, and mechanics, this has become into-
lerable ; for it is a fact, that medical practitioners
bear to each other high feelings of honour and
friendship ; that on all occasions, in practice, in
sickness, In absence, and in poverty, there is no
class of men, however much they may be misre-
presented, in whom better and more charitable
feelings are more constantly pourtrayed. Turning
aside from these considerations to those feelings
which exist between dentists, it is impossible to do
so without the deepest regret at the heterogeneous
mass arrogating to themselves the professorship

of the art.
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A lady, caught by the advertisement of a man
calling himself the first operator of the day, and
other high-sounding titles, stating that no one in
the world but himself knew anything of the art,
was compelled to seek redress in a court of law :
the verdict was against her, but in the trial it came
out that a model was made of her mouth before
the teeth were extracted, therefore, how could
the work answer? If any dentist of respectability
had been subpcened on this trial, the verdict would
have been different. We find governesses and
servants who have saved money are too often
duped by these men, and in many instances they
are left wholly destitute.

I refer only to cases which have come within
my own knowledge.

The system is not confined to London, Near
Oxford, a dentist persuaded a poor groom, who
had just received 8/ for wages, that unless his
teeth were cleaned and some extracted, he would
lose his life. He sent him home minus the 8.

His master is an intimate friend of mine,
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plausibility, and impudence, are alone necessary
to commence, It will require but little comment
to show that a proper curricalum of study required
by examinators before the profession be entered,
would greatly change the aspect of aflairs—that
its higher branches aund philﬂsﬂphical’ parts would
be more followed, and the preservation, not the
destruction of teeth, most attended to. That it may
not be thought I am adverse to the practice of
many Dentists in our metropolis, I beg most dis-
tinctly to assert that I wish by no means that
changes should be made unacceptable to the
regular and present respectable members of our
profession, whether recognized or not by any
scientific body. 1t is but justice to remark, that
among their number are men who, although
unprivileged by diplomas, are of high honour and
respectability—it is #2eir interests I am advocating ;
and I consider it much to their honour, that in
these days of dentistry, somewhat similar to those

of surgery three centuries ago, they have attained
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have started as dentists, not aware of the com-
monest principles of dental surgery, Men of this
stamp are established in every direction.

It is my humble opinion that Dentistry will re-
trograde uunless something be done to support it.
It certainly has not advanced to the extent persons
imagine. In the last century Mr. Crampton,
Mr. Blake, Mr. Spence, Mr. Heath, Mr. White-
wood, and Mr. Dumergue, senr., were men of high
eminence and talent, excelling most of the prac-
titioners of the present day.

In the beginning of this century, Mr. Heath, Mr.
Scarman, Mr. Spence, Mr. Waite, Mr. C. Du-
mergue, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Horner of York,and
Mr. Parmly of Philadelphia, obtained just and
signal fame.

The opportunities which T have had of judging
of the merits of these several practitioners, are
such as to leave a most favourable impression on
my mind of their respective excellences. Mr.

Whitewood, who came from America, and estab-
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hippopotamus tusk, or the sperm-whale ivory.
The metals are capable of some durability, the
ivories are very perishable in proportion to the heat
of the breath, acidity of the stomach, and vitiated
state of the secretions. To the plate some teeth
must be fastened ; they may be either inserted into
the bone, or carved on it.

The average value of the materials to make a
fine set of teeth mounted on gold, is from seven to
nine pounds. The value of the materials for a
bone set is from one pound to thirty-five shillings.
Both are capable of suction, or sustaining atmo-
spheric pressure: the plate of gold, if broad and
well-adjusted, will hold up on this principle, and
requires little support from the adjoining teeth ;
bone will do the same, but it is lighter, capable of
greater moisture, and in this respect has the ad-
vantage. Imposition goes on in both: bad gold
and very bad workmanship are often employed ;
and for the bone, which 1s common, enormous sums

are extorted, and all kinds of praise given to it.
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issues ; from such men it is notoriously bad, The
finest workmen all work at their own homes.
The system of modelling which their employers
adopt, the perfection to which they work up their
1deas, and understand their marks, renders the whole
system a most beautiful and ingenious science.

It is requisite, however, that both parties should
be good workmen, and then few words need pass
between them.

Accordingly with all this evidence before us, it
is manifest that the interposition of the Legislature
is demanded to place Dentistry, which is de facto a
branch of surgery, on a legitimate footing. The

interests of the medical profession and the public

alike support the appeal which I have thus, perhaps
imperfectly, submitted.

But perhaps I might subjoin a view of the system
of education which I should recommend a dentist
to pursue. Mathematics and mechanical philoso-
phy should form the groundwork of his education.

I would urge that it ought to be imperatively de-
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licence to practice, or his diploma, should be given
to him on his qualifications being proved, and his
pupils afterwards always apprenticed to and ex-
amined by a board of officers.

There might exist a reserved clause, that all
dentists being established at this time, should be
examined as to their qualifications, and their age
noticed ; and wherever gross abuse has existed
and can be proved, the licence should be refused.
What an incalculable benefit to society in country
towns such an arrangement would confer!—and
what difficulty can exist against such an arrange-
ment? I trust this appeal, which is made to the
Legislature, the Profession, and the Public, may in
no way appear egotistical, or assumptive beyond
what the neeessity of the case demands. Although
the subject may be a delicate one for me, as a
party deeply interested, to advocate, I fervently
trust that patriotism and the essential good of the
suffering community will call forth the high feeling,

clear sense, and unanimous approbation of Parlia-
















