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and Antiseptic Treatment. 11

succeed accouchement, that all risks of the occurrence of
puerperal fever must be obviated, or, at any rate, mini-
mised.

Additional security will be afforded by the use of the
wood wool diapers, which not only prevent the entrance
of bacteria, but are themselves chemically clean (7.e., frea
from living baecteria or their germs), which is the case
with no linen diaper, however cavefully washed. Indeed,
many cases of puerperal fever have been traced directly
to the use of common diapers, which have been infected
either at the house of the washerwoman or in transit
therefrom.

The confinement sheet by its great softness is not only
a comfort to the patient, but by absorbing and instan-
taneously deodorising and disinfecting all discharges, fur-
ther provides against the risk of the accouchée being
infected by material which has soiled the bed, and bas be-
come, as such does in a short time, septic and dangerous.

The Menstrual Period,—One of the evil results of ecivili-
sation has been to pervert this state from a scarcely
noticeable and never troublesome natural condition into
one which in many cases approaches to disease.

In all cases,however, the normal as well as the abnormal,
the wood wool diapers are from the points of view of com-
fort and health, a vast improvement on the old fashioned
plan, or any substitute for it with which I am ac-
quainted. Even on the score of economy the hygienic
wood wool diapers will, I venture to predict, be found
valuable. .

In many cases, the menstrual period is one of enforced
rest, the congested state of the womb natural to this time
augmenting any sensation of bearing down or of dragging
previously experienced. Applied in the way to be described
a-few pages hence, these diapers will be found to eom-
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one exception, that of cancerous ulceration, the lotiform
injections are in most cases, without further aid,
efficient in curing the patient. They should be used twice
a day, and may, as in the case of simple discharges, be
combined if necessary with alum.

In ulcerating cancer, neither antiseptic injections nor
any other local application can pretend to a cure, but
even in this desperate condition the powerfully deodorant
and antiseptic properties resident in both injections and
diapers are of the highest service, and may truthfully be
said to do a little towards the prolongation of life.

3. Displacements of the womb.—Of this class there are
three varieties, displacements forward (ante-version and
ante-flexion), displacements backward (retro-version and
retro-flexion), displacements downward (prolapse and pro-
cidentia). _

The milder forms of displacement forwards and
backwards are mnot, as vulgarly believed, unless the
womb be actually tied down by inflammatory bands
to its false position, of great importance, and are mdeed
ofttimes consistent with perfect health and comfort. It
is altogether different with the downward displace-
ments, which are popularly called, ‘¢ falling of the womb."”

{ In this disorder hygienic wood wool diapers are of the
greatest service as mechanical supports. They should be
applied as follows: A well-fitting, but not too tight
abdominal belt should be made and fixed just above
the hips. This belt may be supported by strips of
flannel, worn after the manner of braces, and ecrossing
bath in front and behind. A diaper is then firmly
attached to the front and back of the abdominal belt, and
will be found to constitute a most efficient and comfort-
able support. The whole apparatus can be made in
b\ a couple of hours and at the cost of a few shillings,













and Antipseptic Treatment. 17

infant’s head, and secondly, by inducing weakness of the
muscular and nervous systems of womankind, upon the
‘strength and perfection of which the favourable issue
of labour mainly rests. The consequences being that
the duration and painfulness of child-bearing have been
. enormously increased, and that exhaustion, heemorrhage
shock, and other dangers, have become relatively com-
mon, and even prove occasionally fatal.

The only rational method of successfully meeting these
dangers is obviously to shorten the process of labour and
to lessen pain.

In all cases, therefore, where the accoucheur discerns
risk to his patient from protracted agony, he does wisely
in following those two indications for treatment; the
shortening of labour being secured by various methods,
upon which I need not here enter and which vary with
the actual case in hand; the lessening of pain by the
administration of chloroform, ether, or some other
anmsthetic, the absolute safety of which in accouchements
is abundantly attested by the fact that, though employed
on many millions of occasions, there exists as yet no
record of a single death in labour resulting thereupon.

I have myself administered an anmsthetic over eight
hundred times in labour, and have never witnessed signs
of danger and, but very rarely, even subsequent discom-
fort arising therefrom.

Science thereby endeavours to place the suffering and
imperilled woman in comfort and safety, and the accoucheur
who is acquainted with and conscientiously follows her
teachings, acts really in the capacity of a humble imitator
of nature, and seeks not, as is vulgarly supposed, to im-
prove on her, nor much less to set himself in opposition to
her methods. |

But not only may, by tact and skill, the most formidable
cases of labour be brought fto a speedy and successful
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used antiseptic precautions have I seen an attack of any
contagious fever, which is more than I can say for equal
numbers not so treated. And my experience is only that
of thousands of physicians, as witness the frequent letters
and articles in current medical literature.
 Finally, by way not of apology but of explanation, I may
be permitted to say that as to antiseptic diapers, con-
finement sheets and lotiforms, I have spoken only of those
made by the Sanitary Wood Wool Company, and ‘hat
simply because they are I believe the only scientific
antiseptic articles of that kind suited for popular use in
the market. Notwithstanding the fact that for reasons
already stated the injections and lotions made by the
use of the lotiforms are perfectly safe, I have requested
the Company, as a further safeguard, to colour the
lotiforms with a soluble pigment, so that the lotion made
therefrom may have a pink hue; and have further
suggested that some unpalatable ingredient be added to
the cctton wool. Both recommendations have been
carried out, and thus all risk of the lotion being by
mistake or carelessness used as a beverage (for solutions
of corrosive sublimate are colourless and tasteless) has
been effectually obviated.

I need scarcely add that the hands of nurses when in
attendance on accouchement should be frequently dipped

in an antiseptic lotion,






















