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 limbus with a conjunctival flap, it might be thought that
they were less likely to be implicated by this form of

mflammation. This advantage seems, however, to bhe

- more than counterbalanced by the vascular conjunctiva

' offering a greater resistance to pyogenic organisms than
the avascular cornea.

P Itis interesting to compare the number of suppurations

~ after extraction of cataract which occurred at Moorfields

~ in former times with those of more recent years :

Morton* recorded in 1875—6 146 cases, with 8 suppura-

- tions—5°47 per cent.; in 1883 there were 225 cases, with

14 suppurations—6'2 per cent.; Marshallt recorded in

1889 to 1893 1519 cases with 26 suppurations—17 per

cenb; my own operations from 1900 to 1912, 518 cases,

‘with 6 suppurations—1-15 per cent. '

b It will bo well to enumerate the chjef alterations in

‘practice with which this diminution in the percentage of

‘Suppurations has coincided, because they indicate the

(direction in which more strenuous efforts should be made

to reduce it still further

- (@) Greater precautions in trying to eliminate all infec-

tive discharge from the lacrimal sac, conjunctiva, and

§ lid margins.

 (b) Sterilisation of instraments. No sterilisation of

Anstruments was employed until after 1883,

+ () The introduction of local anmsthesia.  Cocaine was

~Mirst employed in 1884, When a general anmsthetic was

S administered portions of the intraoeular contents (iris and
¥itreous) were more frequently left entangled in the

Anything protruding through the wound forms

“an impediment to the extension of epithelium over it.

() A change from the linear section of Graefe to the

small flap incision with a conjunctival fringe.

R (c) Preparation of the eye preceding the operation by

< cleansing of the eyelashes and eyelids, and irrigation of

e R —
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0
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“Ulie conjunctival sac.

® Ibid., vol. ix, 1879, p. 374
T Ibid, vol, xiv, 1895, p. 56.

POST-OPERATIVE COMPLICATIONS OF CATARACT EXTRACTION. Qg

































































































