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principles of treatment are still undetermined; there is
no uniformity of opinion as to the ideal condition at the
production of which we are aiming in our correction
of muscular anomalies. Add to this the inexactitude
of diagnosis consequent on subjective tests, and our

; Fi6. r.—Parallel rays, after traversing the prism, undergo a deviation d.
The eye has consequently to turn through an angle X in order to receive
one of these rays on its macula. The angle X is equal to the angle 0.
successes will seem to demand more explanation than
our failures,

The action of I}]am; prisms is too well known to call
for more than passing notice. 1t is very simple when
they are designated by their refractive power. Their

* This '-'.I!_{:_“.!'i[i'lri WS l'!i'_:'ill.'.”'-.' made by Dr. [ackson, and il 15 now

:l!'l}' supported by De. Landolt and many other leading li'|'|'.|,|2:'-|||i"|"|." L5
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effect on the eye is, of course, identical with that on
luminous rays (Fig, 1). “ A strabismus of 15° requires
a prism of 15% to correct it; when a diplopia is cor-
rected by a prism of 10°¢ it corresponds to a strabismus
of 10°, and so on.”*

FIG. 2.—Parallel rays of light on traversing the prism as beforeundergo
a deviation d. On reacting the lens, since the pencil of rays is oblique,
they will converge to the (secondary) focus F, which isnot on the principal
axis, The visual line must consequently un lergo a deviation X. The
ray of light which it receives on its macula passes through an eccentric
portion of the lens, which therefore acts as an additional prism. Accordingly
in this case X is greater than &.

When, however, a spherical lens is used in conjunc-
tion with the prism, this simple relation no longer

* Vide paper ]lj' Dr. Landolt, *On the Numbering of FPrismatic
Glasses,” Knapp's Archives of Opithalmolopy, vol. xix.,, No. 4, p. 498.
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obtains, for we have now to remember that the visual
line traverses an eccentric portion of the lens, so that
the deviating effect of this potential decentration must
also be taken into account (wide Fig. 2). This compli-
cation necessarily also arises when the two glasses are

Fic. 3.—T|JL‘- ]'I.F::iil'l.j'\.llr'l of the prism daes not affect the 1"—'5“?11 even if it
is put inside the lens, as in a primosphere the deviating effect 15 the same,
The angle X has the same magnitude as in Fig, 2

-

fused into one prismosphere or decentred lens (vide
Fig. 3). Dr. Ernest Maddox, two years ago, alluded to
this peculiarity of prismatic combinations, He pointed
out that when concave prismospheres were used, the
effect on the direction of the ocular fixation lines was
always less than that of the prism; but that when
convex combinations were used, their action was greater










































