Epithelioma of the lower lid; excision; transplantation of skin without a
pedicle; result one year after the operation / by G. E. de Schweinitz.

Contributors

De Schweinitz, G. E. 1858-1938.
Ophthalmological Society of the United Kingdom. Library
University College, London. Library Services

Publication/Creation

[Rochester, Minn.] : [published for the American Ophthalmological Society by
the Whiting Press], [1894]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/s73xcnv7

Provider

University College London

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by UCL
Library Services. The original may be consulted at UCL (University College
London) where the originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




2 DE SCHWEINITZ : [ipithelioma of the Lower Lid.

wide. Upon it was grafted a piece of integument taken from the
thigh of the patient, so cut as to include only the true skin and
none of the subcutaneous fat or tissue. This graft overlapped
the margins of the gap by about five millimetres all around.
The wound was dressed with a layer of thin antiseptic protect-
ive, and a gauze pad moistened in bichloride solution, 15000,
the whole held in place by a light sterilized roller. The dress-
ings were undisturbed for forty-eight hours, and then replaced
with the exception of the piece of protective. The graft became
firmly united, after the usual necrosis of the superficial epithe-
lial cells and the overlapping margin had occurred,

The accompanying photograph, taken one year after the
operation, shows the line of union, the very good position of the
lid, and the graft, which can be distinguished from the surround-
ing skin by its paler color. The measurement at present is
1 cm. in length, and 8 mm. in breadth.

Sections of this growth under the microscope reveal the
following conditions :

Typical epithelial new-formation, consisting essentially of
finger-like, cellular prolongations which penetrate deeply into
the fibrous tissue. The epithelial cells are rather small, closely
packed together, and here and there form the so-called cancer-
ous cell nests. There is nothing in the sections differing from
the ordinary and characteristic appearance of a cutaneous
epithelioma.

The chief disadvantage of transplantation of skin without a
pedicle, in the form of the so-called Lefort or Wolfe graft, is
the subsequent shrinking which takes place. Perhaps this may
be avoided by Dr. Gifford’s recent ingenious suggestion to re-
move the superficial epithelial cells as soon as necrosis oceurs,
and replace them with a Thiersch’'s skin graft. The present
case is briefly reported because it illustrates that occasionally
flaps of this character serve a very useful purpose and become
incorporated with the surrounding tissues without too much
shrinking. Perhaps the support given to the graft by stitching
the angles of the original gap may have had something to do
with the good result,



