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other cells contained in the preparation. These were
found to retain their colour when treated according to
Gram's method. This simple experiment was enough to
yield valuable practical results, for in the first place
it showed that diphtheria bacilli and Weeks's bacilli were
absent ; and secondly, that the organisms contained in
the specimen must be either ordinary pus cocei or pneumo-
cocci, inasmuch as gonococci, as is well known, are de-
colourised by the alcohol employed in Gram’s method.
With a view to further identifying the organism or organisms
known to be present two sloped agar-agar tubes were smeared
with a morsel of membrane detached from the conjunctiva
and then placed in the incubator at 37'5° C. Two days later
each tube showed more or less discrete colonies of two kinds:
(1) circular discs of orange hune from 1 to 3 mm. in diameter ;
and (2) discs looking nof unlike dabs of white oil paint
from 0'25 to 2 mm. in diameter. From each kind of colony
cover-glass pre?a.ra.t-iuna were made, some being stained with
weak carbolic-fuchsin and others by Gram’s method. The
colonies in all instances were found to consist of clustered
coccl. Accordingly, the presumption was that one was
dealing with the staphylococcus pyogenes aureus and albus—
tbhat is to say, with the organisms commonly found in styes,
boils, carbuncles, and many other of the circumscribed
suppurations. As a further proof, some of the water that
had condensed in the original agar tubes was distributed in the
usual way through three tubes of liquefied peptone-gelatin
(10 per cent ), the contents of which were then poured into
a similar number of flat-bottomed flasks like those used for
the cultivation of bacteria in water. Colonies made their
appearance within two days as minute masses visible to the
naked eye. After five days’ growth some of the colonies were
observed to be white and others yellow in colour, while all the
superficial ones lay, as it were, in little pits upon the gelatin
plate. Later, the mediunm became liquefied more appreciably
around individual colonies, which were found microscopically
to respond to the well-known morphological and staining
reactions of staphylococcus pyogenes albus and aureus.

As to treatment, a solution of silver nitrate, containing ten
grains to the ounce, was applied to the everted conjunctiva
of the inflamed eye every other day, and a wash of perchlo-
ride of mercary (1 to 5000) used frequently. After ten
applications of the silver there was scarcely any discharge
from the conjunctiva, which was free from membrane,
smooth, and but little swollen. The remedy was therefore






