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PEMPHIGUS OF THE SKIN AND MUCOUS MEM-
BRANE OF THE MOUTH, ASSOCIATED WITH
« ESSENTIAL SHRINKING” AND PEMPHIGUS
OF THE CONJUNCTIVA.

BY MALCOLM MORRIS, F.R.C.5.E.,
AR

H. LESLIE ROBERTS, M.B.

Mary @., spinster, aged 60, came as an out-patient to St.
Mary’s Hospital early in September 1888.
~ Family History.—Both parents are dead. The mother died
at the age of 76, of pneumonia ; the father at 75 of cancer
of lower jaw. There were ten children in all: five died in
childhood ; the eldest brother died at the age of 41 of consump-
tion; another, a soldier, died abroad, the cause being un-
known. There are three sisters remaining. The eldest, aged
71, is described as healthy ; the second, aged 68, is not very
strong. 3

Personal history and that of present disease.—When a child
she had small-pox, measles, and ¢¢ cholera.” About the age of
21 she suffered from axillary abscesses, which burst. Matter
discharged, and healing took place spontaneously. Between
the ages of 40 and 50 she received burns upon her legs
from her clothes catching fire. Between 50 and 60 had two

attacks of rheumatic fever, one in two successive years. She
P
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was five weeks ill during the first, and eight weeks during the
second of these attacks, and was not treated professionally.

She has sustained innumerable small burns and accidents.
The patient cannot give a connected account of the course
of her present illness. The pemphigus of the skin appears
to have started some five years ago, during her recovery
from the second attack of rheumatic fever. It had been re-
current and subject to acute exacerbations when the patient
took cold. The eye affection had begun with epiphora, and
they had, soon afterwards, become inflamed.

She has been a laundress all her life, and during the summer
of 1888 had suffered from much domestic hardship, with in-
sufficiency of food.

Present state.—0On November Tth, 1888, her condition was as
follows :—General bodily and mental state feeble. Has some
dysphonia. The skin of almost every part of her body is marked
by scars of various ages and appearances. That of both cheeks
i8 converted into glossy, scar-like tissue, of a mottled, purplish
colour. The auricles of both ears on their inner surface and
the forehead presents similar scar-like patches. Both upper
extremities, on their flexor and inner aspects, are covered
with scars. Most of these have a purple colour, and are
raised, and when grasped between the fingers feel thicker than
the normal skin. Others, much smaller, are thin, and have a
pearly lustre, the skin between them being deeply pigmented.
On the chest, abdomen, back, thighs, and legs are scars quite
similar in appearance to those on the arms; some of them are
covered with broken, dead epidermis. Many of these scars the
patient attributes to burns and other accidents; only those on
the arms and face seem due to pemphigus.

On the mucous membrane of the hard palate is a white
shrunken patch about 1 cm. broad, and surrounded by a dark
red areola.

The left eye.—The palpebral fissure is narrowed transversely
and vertically. Both lids are of a red colour, and the upper
one partially droops. On depressing the lower lid the cul-de-
sac is seen to be nearly obliterated, and several bands or
bridges of conjunctiva, pale and thickened, pass from the
palpebral to the ocular surface. The ocular conjunctiva is




























