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OFr all the Senfes provided for the pur-
pofes of Man, Sight appears to be the moft
indifpenfable and important; whether we
confider it in regard to our prefervation,
or its extenfive powers and ufes. This
will appear fufficiently evident, if we re-
flett on the very deplorable ftate to which
thofe perfons are reduced, who are de_
prived of fight; thereby excluded from
various and confiderable enjoyments, the
power of felf-fupport and defence,—per-
haps alfo rendered an ufelefs and oppreflive
burthen to their relations, or the commu-
nity. How pathetically is blindnefs de-
pitted by the fublime Mirrox !

‘¢ Seafons return, but not to me returns
““ Day; or the fweet approach of even or morn.”
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Let us alfo confider the excruciating
pain attendant on the leaft indifpofition of
the Eye;—the anxiety—the confinement,
and the derangement of health, which are
the frequent confequences, when its dif-
orders at firft perhaps flight, have not only
been painfully lengthened out by injudici-
ous management, but the Eye rendered
defeétive in its funttions, injured in its
appearance, and at once a continued fource
of mifery to the patient.

However {kilful praftitioners in general
may be in the treatment of other difeafes,
yet thofe incident to the Eye and its con-
tiguous parts, are fo various in kind, and
of fo ferious a nature, that they form a vaft
field for obfervation in themfelves, and are
of fufficient importance to deferve a pecu-
liar, and indeed unremitting attention.

Thefe confiderations, near a century
ago, induced my grandfather, the Chevalier
TavLor, though bred to general praétice,
to confine himfelf exclufively to this branch
of Surgery.
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Under that able and unrivalled praéti-
tioner, my father received his profeflional
education at a very early period of life;
and highly diftinguifhed for fkill and inte-
grity continued his praétice for nearly fifty
years.

As two individuals of my family thus
fucceflively devoted their time and abilities
to this branch of the profeffion, the benefit
to be derived from their extenfive praftice
muft have contributed largely to my own
knowledge ; which united to fubfequent
experience has peculiarly enabled me to
difcriminate and relieve the difeafes of this
organ,

From having ftudied the various branches
of Medicine under the moft celebrated
teachers, I for many years prattifed general
Surgery ; with, 1 truft, credit to my{elf,
and fatisfaétion to others : yet in the courfe
of that prattice, I always paid particular
attention to the Eye and its difeafes, as fall-
ing more within my immediate province,
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Aided by thefe advantages, I truft it is
within my power to propofe a plan of treat-

ment far fuperior to what is commonly
adopted ; and from the daily evidence of
my own fuccefs contrafted with the vague
and injudicious prattice of others, 1 fhould
prefume myfelf fully authorifed to deter-
mine upon that mode of cure likely to
prove moft beneficial.

There are many in this city {o crimi-
nally prefumptious as to take upon them-
felves the management of diforders of the
Eye, who would appear to be {carcely
acquainted even with the names, much lefs
with the firu€ture, of the component parts
of this delicate and important organ.
What the refult of fuch conduét muft be is
too obvious to be mentioned.

There are others, whofe fkill and judge-
ment in the other parts of the profeffion
will remain undifputed ; yet from inexpe-
rience in this branch, or erroneous theory,
are for the moft part as unfuccefsful as
thofe of the preceding defeription.















