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| no plintive cry, and preserved the use of his senses and
. of motion. He died at half past eleven. The stomach,
| the intestinal canal, and lungs, were sound. The limb ope-
: rated upon was very much inflamed; the redness, and san-
. cuineous infiltrationr extended from the inferior extremity of
i the bone of the leg, up to the fifth sternal rib. There was
' no eschar, ' '
Francis Dashwood ( Philosopliical Transactions p. 662,
+ year 1760) asserts, that Mrs, Willis took by mistake, eighteen
« days after her lying in, two ounces of tincture of Euphorbium,
| prepared with two drachms of camphor, two ounces of recti-
| fied spirit, and two drachms of Euphorbium, Immediately
i after, she experienced a violent suffocation, a burning, and
| intolerable pain in the mouth and stomach. Mr. Willis ad-
' ministered, a few minutes after, a very great quantity of
' warm water, which produced copious vomitings. The patient
« complained however of a burning heat at the stomach ; she
' was then made to take alternately oil and water; the vomit-
| ings continued. Some time afterwards Mr. Dymock ordered
+ an ounce of ipecacuanha wine, which procured copious eva-
|« cuations, both upwards and downwards ; the matter evacuated
" was oily and camphorated : milk, and an opiate draught soon
‘restored tranquillity.  The phenomena produced by this
draught ought to be attributed both to the Euphorbium and
camphor. (See the article Camphor).

Ezxperiment 3rd. At eight in the morning, eight ounces of
the juice proceeding from the fresh leaves of the Euphorbia
Lathyris (spurge), were introduced into the stomach of a very
strong dog of middle size, and the cesophagus was tied.
Thr::& quarters of an hour after, the animal made efforts to
vomit, and had passed three stools; he suffered only during
ﬂ“? day i dejection.  The next day at six in the morning,
]if.: continued to make efforts to vomit; the dejection was in-
creased, and the animal remained lying upon the belly, with-

Out attempting to stir; he nevertheless preserved the power of
YOL, 11. D
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are poisonous : such as, FEuphorbia Antiquorum, Fu-
phorbia Canariensis, Euphorbia Tirucalli, Euphorbia Pep-
lus, BEuphorbia Helioscopia, Euphorbia Verrucosa, Eu-
phorbia Platiphyllos, Euphorbia Palustris, Euphorbia Hi-
berna, Euphorbia Characias, Fuphorbia dmygdaloides,
Euphorbia Sylvatica, Euphorbia Exigua, Euphorbia Mau-
vitanica, Euphorbiu Nerifolia, Euphorbia Esula,

Scopoli asserts that this last species produced death in a
woman who, half an hour before, had swallowed thirty grains
of the root of it. In other circumstances the same author
has witnessed gangrene of the abdomen, and death to succeed
quickly to the imprudent application of the esula to the
‘abdomen. He moreover makes mention of a person who,
having the eye-lids closed, allowed them to be rubbed with
the juice of this plant. Inflammation soon after declared
itself, and was followed by the loss of the eye.

808. It results from these facts

1st. That Euphorbium exerts a local action extremely
violent, capable of producing acute inflammation ;

2nd. That its fatal effects depend rather on the sympathe-
tic irritation of the nervous system, than on its absorption ;

Srd. That it appears to act on the human species as on

dogs.

-

OF SAVINE.

809, Savin (Juniperus Sabina) ranged by Jussieu in the
Conifer®, belongs to the Dicecia Monadelphia of Linneus.

- Male flowers: arranged in small catkins, ,egg-shﬁpenﬂ, and
sessile, disposed in three rows of verticillated scales, to the
number of three in each row. These catkins comprise about
ten flowers; that is to say, nine verticillated, three by three,
and the tenth terminating the catkin. The scales are peltate,
broad, lying one upon the other, and fixed to the axis of the
catkin by very short peduncles: the flower has no corolla

D 2
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- sensible alteration ‘except in the rectum, where some reddish
. spots were seen.
Eaperiment 2nd. The same experiment was repeated upon
a small dog, with four drachms of Savine. The animal died
thirteen hours after the operation, and. the interior of the
stomach was found of a bright red colour; the rectum was
likewise a little inflamed.
Ezxperiment Srd. At half past two an incision was made
‘in the internal part of the thigh of a small robust dog; the
‘wound was sprinkled over with two drachms of a fine powder
of Savine, and the lips were brought together with a few
-stitches. The next day at noon, the animal presented no re-
markable symptom ; he died however in the might. The
“lungs and stomach were sound ; the duodenum presented, near
‘the pylorus, a blackish circular spot, of about one line in
thickness, formed by extravasated blood ; the mucous mem-
brane, which formed a part of this circle, was of a deep red
‘throughout its whole texture. There were, in the mucous
~membrane of the rectum, several spots of an obscure red.
The limb operated on was infiltrated, and very much in-
flamed. '
810. It results from these experiments,
1st, That Savine exerts a local action tolerably energetic ;
‘2nd. That its effects depend principally on its absorption,
-and its action on the nervous system, the rectum, and stomach.

OF THE RHUS RADICANS AND TOXICO-
DENDRON.

811. The Rhus Radicans is a plant of the family of the
Terebinthacem of Jussieu, and ranked by Linnaeus in the Pen-
tandria Digynia,

M. Bosc, to whom we are indebted for some most ex-

- cellent observations on this plant, has assured himself that it is

ouly a variety of the Rhus Toxicodendron, from which it
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cealed under the casque, furnished with a long claw, elbowed
_ at the extremity, in such a manner that their border is re-
flected back, in the shape of a lip, and their extremity is
thick, obtuse, in form of a crozier: the capsules are most
commonly to the number of three, oblong, straight, pointed.

Aconitum Napellus. Stem straight, simple, firm, leafy,
six decimetres in height, terminating in a spike, somewhat
dense, the flowers of which are of a violet blue, tolerably
large, close together, single upon their peduncle : leaves petio-
lated, palmated, multifid, with linear segments of a dark green,
shining : little foot-stalks pubescent: the casque of the flowers
is convex, and of a length double its height: the two petals
concealed under the casque, have the top obtuse, tending very
slightly to curl outwards. It grows in sheltered and moist
places in the mountains. All the parts of the Aconite in
the fresh state, when chewed, produce a sense of heat and
pain in the mouth and throat.

ACTION OF ACONITUM NAPELLUS ON THE
ANIMAL ECONOMY.

Eaxperiment 1st. At noon, a small robust dog was made
to swallow two drachms of the watery extract of Aconite
bought at an apothecary’s; a quarter of an hour after, the
amimal was somewhat drowsy, shut his eyes, hung down his
head, then on a sudden raising it again, performing a motion
similar to that of persons who awake after having fallen asleep
standing, or in a chair. During this shock he was threatened
with a fall upon his breech ; the pulsations of the heart were
regular, and somewhat accelerated. The next day, he ex-
perienced some vertigoes. He died the day following. The
brain presented no alteration; the lungs, which were dense,
and of a brownish colour, were distended with blood, and less
erepitating than natural, the digestive canal was sound. |
. Laperiment 2nd, Half an ounce of watery extract of
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hibited, throughout its whole extent, a cherry-red colour: it
« was black wherever it forms the folds observed in the interior
. of this viscus ; it was easy to be assured that this last altera-
| tion was the consequence of a certain quantity of black ex-
! travasated blood within the space which separates it from the
« subjacent muscular coat, This last was nearly in its natural
« state; the interior of the rectum was evidently inflamed : all
! the remaining portion of the alimentary canal was a little red.
" The lungs did not appear affected; there was no serosity in
| the ventricles of the brain: the exterior cerebral veins were
distended with black blood. The pia mater was injected, and
of a vermillion red colour.

Ezxperiment 20d. This experiment was repeated with three
drachms of the same poisonous substance. The animal died '
‘twelve hours after, in the night. The mucous membrane of
the stomach was of a bright red throughout its whole extent ;
‘the intestines and lungs did not appear to be injured.

Experiment 8rd. An incision was made at noon, in the
side of the thigh of a dog of middle size; three drachms
of a watery extract of Hedge-Hyssop, were applied to the
wound, and the lips were united by suture. Half an hour
afterwards, the animal had suffered nothing ; he was just the
me at six in the evening. The next day, at one o’clock, he
found dead. The body was still warm, the wound was
retty much inflamed ; the limb operated on exhibited through-
ut its whole extent, a serous bloody infiltration. The stomach
only very slightly red, and contained food. There was
o alteration in the intestinal canal : the lungs appeared
ound, '

Ezperiment Ath. The same experiment was repeated at
alf Fﬂ.m ten in the evening. The next morning, at six o’clock,
be animal appeared not yet to feel any inconvenience. At

, he vomited, and attempted to bite when he was shaken,
At ove he was lying upon the side, in a slight degree of
ejection, When placed upon his feet, he did not change his
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§28. We are of opinion, that it may be concluded from the
+ foregoing experiments,

1st. That an extract of Hedge-Hyssop produces a local
jrritation extremely violent ;

2nd. That it appears not to be absorbed, and that its effects
- depend on the sympathetic lesion of the nervous system ;

Srd. That it is much more active when injected into the
| VEHIs.

'OF THE JATROPHA CURCAS (INDIAN NUT)

- 829. This plant belongs to the family of the Tithymaloides
. of Jus. and the Moncecia Monadelphia of Lin.

- Characters of the fruit. It is first green, afterwards
' yellow, lastly black, nearly of the shape and size of a young
‘walnut, and contains under a bark, that is thick, leathery,
 shrivelled, and smooth, three shells whitish, bivalve, and of one
- seed each. 'The seeds are oval, oblong, convex without, ob-
: scurely angular on the inside, almost cylindrical, and surround-
. ed by two coats, proper, of which the external one is crusta-
- ceous, brittle, and blackish. Pressure alone of the kernel
- between the fingers, causes an oily matter to pass out. This
' species grows in the hot parts of America.

‘ACTION OF THE JATROPHA CURCAS ON
THE ANIMAL ECONOMY.

Experiment 1st, At eight in the morning, three drachms

+ of this seed, deprived of its ligneous covering, and reduced
- 10 a paste, were introduced into the stomach of a robust dog
of middle size, and the wsophagus was tied. At a quarter
' before nine, the animal began to make efforts to vomit. At
‘nine, he uttered some plaintive cries. At ten, he could no
‘longer walk ; he remained lying on the side, in a state of
' great insensibility.  He died an hour after, He was opened.
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canal appeared sound; the lungs were of a reddish colour,
- and somewhat more dense than in their natural state.

Experiment 2nd. The same experiment was begun again
at six n the evening. The next day, at noon, the animal
was lying down on the side, in a state of insensibility : he
might be shaken in any manuer like an inert mass of matter :
- the legs were affected with slight convulsive motions; the
organs of sense and hearing possessed no sensibility. He
died at three o’clock. The phenomena observed on dissection
were just the same as in the preceding experiment.

We are of opinion that it may be concluded, that the juice
of House-Leek produces a local irritation of some degree of
- violence, and that death depends on the consecutive lesion of
the nervous system.

_OF THE MEADOW RANUNCULUS (RANUN-
CULUS ACRIS).

854. This plant belongs to the family of the Ranunculacee
of Jus. and to the Polyandria Polygynia of Lin. |

Characters. Calyx of five leaflets, oval, broad, obtuse,
- smooth, coloured, and caducous : corolla of five petals,
shining, oval, enlarged, and rounded at their summits, the
claws of which are furnished at their base with a glandular
depression, or a short small membrane: a great number of
« stamina, the filaments of which are shorter than the corolla.
- The fruits are smooth, compressed, of a brown colour, oval,
sharp, terminated by the style, which is permanent, curved,
- and preserves for a long time its yellow colour: roots fibrous,
+ almost fasciculated, from which arise a few straight stalks,
- eight or ten inches, or more, in height, hollow, very little
~ hairy, not striated, moderately branchy. The radical leaves
are petiolated, sometimes spotted, divided nto three or five
principal lobes, sub-divided into several others much less deep,
oval or linear, incised and indented at their summit, almost
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. great violence in the dose of one drachm, and excites vomit-
. ings. The ointment prepared from it also produces the same
| evacuations when applied about the navel: its taste is acrid

Bulliard asserts, that the root of this plant produces fre-
. quently cold sweats accompanied with tingling in the ears,
. dizziness, and convulsive movements ; the patient voids blood
| by vomiting and by stool : a super-purgation supervenes, which
| proves fatal. (Op. citat. p. 105.)

5th. Plumbago Europea. Sauvages observes, that the
workmen who make use of the decoction of this vegetable
for the purpose of obtaining a yellow dye, are tormented by
. a severe head-ache, if they work longer than six hours. ( Noso-
logie, tom. 1. p. 842.) Its taste is acrid, almost caustic.

Seeds of Cévadille. 'They possess an acrid taste, ex-
tremely bitter, aud inflame the texture with which they come
in contact.

Tth. Colchicum Autumnale. The seed of this plant is
« deleterious, and a number of children have lost their hives in

consequence of having eaten of it. The effects of the bulb
| have not yet been well ascertained. Cratochwill swallowed
- half an ounce of it, without feeling any more than a shght
' bitter taste in the mouth. Stork ate a whole bulb, and did
' mot experience the slightest inconvenience. The illustrious
. Haller found neither flavour or acrimony in the bulbs of this
| plant gathered in the Autumn.  On the other hand, observers
worthy of confidence attest, that these bulbs, administered to
+ animals, have produced retchings, vomitings, gripes, purging,
i inflammation of the stomach and iutestines, and death. We
have frequently given to dogs, in the month of June, two or
three of these bulbs bruised, and have never perceived any sen-
sible effects: which induces us to believe that the climate and
season of the year, have great infiuence on their deleterious
prupertles.

8th, Convolvolus Scammaneu ( Scammony). Several authors
VOL, 1L, | .
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