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THE DIAGNOSIS OF GYNECOLOGICAL CASES 7

rotating the external fingers, we ar are able to map out the outlines
of the intervening object, and to determine in a normal case that

it is the uterus. If the finger in the vagina is not of sufficient

length, by inserting the middle finger also we are enabled to
] o ; g s B ¢
reach some half an inch higher. If the fingers are approximated

Fia. 2—Method of making a bimanual examination.

without finding anything between them, the vaginal fluggrs arve .,
withdrawn from the anterior fornix and placed dixectly under
the ceryix. Then, by pushing the cervix upwards in the direc-
tion of the external fingers, the entire uterus, if it is in front,
ig lifted up towards the abdominal wall, and is more easily felt.
If the uterus is lying posteriorly, the cervix, and its junction with
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. the body, alone ave felt. Next, the vaginal fingers are passed into
2 'th;,:,_]qgg_-‘.jgr]'(n- fornix, and, nsing the external fingers as before,
the contents of Douglas’ pouch are examined. In order to

¢ 1) palpate the ovaries, the vaginal fingers are placed in one or other
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Fia. ;4.-5111,?1'1;1;-.11 section through adult body, showing the mnormal position
and relations of the uterus, bladder, rectum, and abdominal walls. The
intestines are not shown, and the dotted line represents the outline of
the pelvic bones. Note the proximity of the anterior abdominal wall to
the sacral promontory. (Keily.)

lateral fornix, and approximated to the external fingers. It the

ovaries are not at once felt hetween them, hoth hands are draywn

slowly. and gently downwards towards the anterior wall of the
L] 2 " - 3 .I ‘
pelvis and parallel with the conjugate diameter of the brim. The
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ovary of the same side will then be felt to slip between the
fingers. The opposite ovary can be felt by examining at the
opposite side in a similar manner. If the ovaries are not felt at

F1a. 4+ —The relations of the pelvic viscera as seen from above. (HKelly.)

first, the fingers should be again drawn down as before, but
keeping closer to the pelvic brim or to the uterus, so as to travel
over fresh ground. It is usually considered best to examine the
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