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Honours of the Table,

RULES FOR BEHAVIOUR DURING MEALS ;

WITH THE WHOLS

ArT oF Carving,
ILLUSTRATED BY A VARIETY OF CUTS.

TOGETHER WITH

Direftions for going to Market, and the Method of
diftinguifhing good Provifions from bad ;

TO WHICH 1S ADDXDP o7

i

ANun ~ of Hints or concife Leffons for the Improvement o8 =
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Youth, on all Occafionsin Life. ST e
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By the AvTHor of Princirrxs of PoriTENESS, &cC.

- 8 Todothe honours afa table gracefully, ia one of the out-lines of & well-bred
& man ; and to carve well, little asit may feem, 1s ufeful twice every day, and the
¢ doing of which illis not only troublefune to ourfelves, but renders us difagreeable

&4 and ridiculgusto others.™
LORD CHESTERFIELD'E LETTERS.

FOR THE USE OF YOUNG PEOPLE.

THE SECOND EDITION.
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HOHOIIJI'S of the Table.

Rules for bebaviour at table,

E all the graceful accomplithments, 7,
“and of every branch of polite educa-
tion, it has been long admitted, that a gen-
tleman and lady never'thew themfelves to
more advantage, than in acquitting them-
{felves well in the honours of their table; that
Is to fay, in ferving their guefts and treat-
A 2 Ing
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ing their friends agreeable to their rank and
fituation in life.

Next to giving them a good dinner, is
treating them with hofpitality and attention,
and this attention 1s what young people have
to learn. Experience will teach them, in
time, bue till they learn, they will always
appear ungraceful and awkward.

In all public companies precedence is at-
tended to, and particularly at table. Wo-
men have here always taken place of men,
and both men and women have fat above
each other, according to the rank they bear
in life. Where a company 1s equal in point
of rank, married ladies take place of fingie
ones, and older ones of younger ones.

When
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When dinner is announced; the miiftrefs

of the houfe requefts the lady firft-in rank,
in company, to fhew the way to the reft,

and walk firlt into the room where the ta=

ble is ferved; fhe then afks the fecond in
precedence to follow, and after all the la-
dies are pafled, the brings up the rear her-
felf. The mafter of the houfe does the
fame with the gentlemen. Among per-
fons of real diftinétion, this marfhalling of
the company is unneceffary, every woman
and every man prefent knows his rank and
precedénce, and takes the lead, without
any direftion from the miftrefs or the
mafter.

-

When they enter the dining-room, eack

takes his place in the fame order; the
miftrefs of the table fits at the upper-end,
thofe of fuperior rank next her, right and

lcft, thofe next in rank following, then the.
X3 gentlemeny

 d

i
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gentlemen, and the mafter at the lower-end;
and nothingis confidered as a greater mark
of ill-breeding, than for a perfon to inter-
rupt this order, or feat himfelf higher than
he ought. Cuftom, however, has lately
introduced a new mode of feating. A gen-
tleman and a lady f{itting altermately round
the table, and this, for the better conveni-
ence of a lady’s being attended to, and
ferved by the gentleman next her. But
notwithftanding this promifcuous feating,
the ladies, whether above or below, are to
be ferved in order, according to their rank
or age, and after them the gentlemen, in
the {fame manner.

" The miftrefs of the houfe always {its at
the upper-end of her table, provided any
ladies are prefent, and her hufband at the
lower-end ; but, if the company confifts of
gentlemen only, the miftrefs feldom ap-

pears,
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pears, in which cafe, the malter takes the
upper-feat. Note. At whatever part of the
table the miftrefs of the houfe {its, that will
ever be confidered as the firft place.

As eating a great deal 1s deemed indeli-
cate in a lady ;. (for her character fhould
be rather divine than {enfual, ) it will be ill~
manners to help hertoa large flice of meat
at once, or fill her plate too full. When
you have ferved her withr meat, fhe thould
be afked what kind of vegetables fhe likes,
and the gentleman fitting next the difh that

holds thofe vegetables,.fhould be requefted
to help her,

Where there are feveral difhes at table,
the miftrefs of the houfe carves that which
is before her, and defires her hufband, or
the perfon at the bottom of the table, to
carve the joint or bird, before kim,  Soup
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is genéral]y the firft thing ferved and,
fhould be ftirred from the bottom; fifh, if
there is any, the next,

T'he mafter or miftrefs of the table thould
continue eating, whilft any of the company
are {fo employed, and to enable them to do
this, they fhould help themfelves accor-
dingly.

Where there are not two courfes, but one
courfe and a remove, that is, a difh to
‘be brought up, when one is taken away;
the miftrefs or perfon who prelides, fthould
acquaint her company with what is to
come; or if the whole is put on the tible
at once, fhould tell her friends, that ¢ they
¢« {ee their dinner;” but, they fhould be
told, what wine or other liquors is on the
fide-board. Sometimes a cold joint of

meat, or a fallad, is placed on the fide-
board

bt
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board. In this cafe, it thould be announ<
ced to the company.

If any of the company feem backward
in afking for wine, it is the part of the
mafter to afk or invite them to drink, or
he will be thought to grudge his liquor ;
and it is the part of the miftrefs or mafter to
afk thofe friends who feem to have dined,
whether they would pleale te have more.
As it 1s unfeemly 1n ladies to call for wine,
the gentleman prefent fthould afk them in
turn, whether it is agreeable to.drink a
glafs of wine. ( ¢ Mrs. -—, will you *
¢« do me the honour to drink a glafs Gfg;,j
«‘wine with me 2’ Yand what kind of the wine .
prefent they prefer, and call for two glafles
of fuch wine, accordingly. Eath then waits
till the other is ferved, when they bow -to
each other and drink,

A g < Habig
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Habit having made a pint of wine after
dinner almoft neceffary te a man who eats
freely, which is not the eafe with. women,,
and as their fitting and drinking with the
men, would be unfeemly ; it is cuftomary,
after the cloth and defert are removed and
two or three glaffes of wine are gone round
for the ladies to retire and leave the men:
to- themfelves, and for this, ’tis the part of
the miftrefs of the houfe to make the mo-
tion for retiring, by pr:vatt:ly«qﬂnfultjng_
the ladies prefent whether they pleafe.‘ to-
withdraw. The ladies thus rifing,the men
{hould rife of courfe, and. the gentlemen.
next the door fhould ﬂpen 1t, to let t;hf.:m.._

pals.
Rules for waiting a able..
A good fervant will be induftrious, and

attend to the following rules in waiting ;.
| but,.
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but, where he is remifs, it is the duty of the:
mafter or miftrefs to remind him.

1. If there isa foup for dinner, according:
to the number of the company, to lay each
perfon a flat plate, and a foup-plate overit,
a napkin, knife, fork and fpoon, and to place
the chairs. If there is no foup, the foup-
plate may be omitted..

2. To ftand with his back' to the :fide~
buard looking on the table. This 1§ ;he
office of the principal.fervant. = If there are
more, then to ftand round the ﬁble, or, -t
each perfon’s fervant is prefent, that I‘ervant‘ﬂ"i
fhould ftand behind his miftrefs’s or maiter’s.
chair..

3. To keep the difhes in order upon the.
table, as they were at firft put on,.

A6 4. 1f
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4. If any of the garnifh of the difhes falls
on the cloth, to remove it from the table i

a plate, thus keeping the table free from
litter.

5. To change each peff'on’s plate, knife,
fork and fpoon,as foon as they are done with.
This will be known, by the perfon’s putting

#E his knife and and fork into

o

g

his plate,

6. To look round and fee if any want
bread and help them to it, before it 1s called
for.

7. To hand the decoraments of the table
viz. oil, virerar, or muitard, to thofe who
want, anticipating even their wifhes. Every
one knows with what muftard is eaten,
with what vinegar, and fo on, and a

diligent
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diligent, attentive fervant, will always hand
it, before it is afked for.

8. To give the plates, &c. perfettly clean
and free from duft, and never give a fecond
glafs of wine, in a glafs that has been once
ufed. If there is not a {ufficient change of
glaffes, he fhould have a vefiel of water un-
der the fideboard, to dip them in, and
fhould wipe them bright.

9. Itis genteel to have thin gill-glaffes,
and the fervant fhould fill them only half
full, this prevents {pilling, and the foot of
the glafs thould be perfectly dry, before it ig

given,

10. To give nothing but on a waiter,
and always to hand it with the left hand,
and on the left fide of the perfon he ferves.
When ferving wine, to put his thumb on the
foot of the glafs, this will prevent its over-
throw, 31, Never
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11. Never to reach acrofs a table, or in

ferving one perfon to put his hand or arm.
before another..

12. To tread lightly acrofs the room;.
and never to {peak, but in reply to a quef--
tion afked, and then in a modeft under~
voice,. |

- 13. When the difhes are to .be removed,.
to remove them wilh care, fo- as not to-
{pill the fauce or gravy over any of the
company ; to clean the table-cloth from:
crumbs, if a fecond courfe is to be ferved.:
up, if not, to take away the knives, forks:
aed {poons, in a knife-tray,. clear away the:
plates, take up the pieces of bread with a.
fork, roll up the cloth to prevent the:
crumbs falling on the floor, rub the table:

clean and bright,. and put on the wine,.
&c..
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&c. from the fide-board, with a decanter of
water and plenty of clean glafles.

14. Where water-glaffes are ufed after
dinner, to-walh the fingers; to put on thofe
glaffes half full of clean water, when the
table is cleared, but before the cloth- is re=~

moved..

Thefe things are the province of the fer.
vants, but as few {ervants are thorough good
waiters, and' as the mafter of the houfe is re-
fponfible for his attendants, it 1s incumbent
on him to fee that his company is pro-
perly fervedand attended. For atable ill-
ferved and attended, is always a refletion
on the good conduét of the miftrefs or

mafter.. ke -

i

Having now pointed out the duty of the
perfon entertaining, I will fay a few words
| to
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to thofe entertained. In my Priuciples of
Politenefs, a book which has gone through a
oreat number of editions, and of courfe, is
very well known, I had occafion to touch
upon behaviour at table ; but, as thole few
rules may not occur at this inftant to every
one, I truft, I fhall be pardoned in repeating
them.

&
[ 41
&<
é
[ 11

ic

[ 14
£c
ks

&c
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“ Eating quick or very {low at meals
1s characteriftic of the vulgar; the frfk

¢ infers poverty, that you have not hud a

good meal for fome time; the lait, if
abroad, that you diflike your entertain-
ment ; if at home, that you are rude
enough to fct before your friends, what

¢ you cannot eat yourfelf. So again, eat-

ing your foup with your nofe in the plate
is vulgar, it has the appearance of being
ufed to hard work, and having, ofmurfe’

“ an unfteady band. If it be neceffary

“ then
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¢ then to avoid this, it 1s much more {o, that

2 & of

¢ Smelling to the meat whilft on the fork,
« before you put it in your mouth. I have
¢« f{een an ill-bred fellow do this, and have
““ been fo angry, that I could have kicked
“ him from the table, If you diflike what
¢ you have, leave it; but on no account,
¢ by fmelling to, or examining, it, charge
“ your friend with putting unwholefome
¢« provifions before you.

¢ To be well received, you muft always

¢ be circumfpect at table, where it is ex-
‘“ ceedingly rude, to fcratch any part of
°§ your body, to {pit, or blow your nofe,
¢ (if you can’t avoid it, turn your head,)
¢ to eat greedily, to lcan your elbows on
¢ the table, to fit too far from it, to pick
¢ your teeth before the dithes are romov-
a1 Ed)
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ed, or leave the table before grace s
faid,

‘¢ Drinking of healths is now growing out
of fathion, and is very unpolite in good
company. Cuftom once had made it
univerfal, but the improved manners of
the age, now render it vulgar. What can.
be more rude or ridiculous, than to inter=
rupt perfons at their meals, with unnecef-
fary compliments ? Abftain then from.
this filly cuftorn, where you find it out of
ufe, and ufe it only at thofe tables, where
it continues general.

<« When you fee but little of a thing at
table, or a viand that 1s {carce and dear,
don’t feem covetous eof it, for every one
will expect a tafte of it as well as your-
felf; and, when a bird it cut up, and

- ferved round to the company to take

¢ that

i
oy
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that part they like, it will fhew a becom=
ing modefty to take the worft part.

.

« When invited to dinner, be always
there in time ; there cannot be a greater
rudenefs, if you are a perfon of any
weight with your friend, than to oblige
him to delay his dinner for your coming,
(befides the chance of fpoiling it,) or
more unpolite to the reft of the company,
to make them wait for you, Be always
there a quarter of an hour before the ap-
pointed time, and remember, that punc-
tuality in this matter, is a teft of good
breeding. 7, » \' gy o
s '

““ If a fuperior, the mafter of the table
offers you a thing of which there is but
one, to pafs it to the perfon next you,
would be indirectly charging him that
offered it to you, with a want of good

¢ manners,

-
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manners, and proper refpect to his cont-
pany; or, if you are the only firanger
prelent, it would®we rudenefs to make a
feint of refufing it, with the cuftomary
apology, I cannot think of taking it from you,
Jiry or I am forry to deprive you of it, it be~
ing fuppofed he is confcious of his own
rank, and if he chofe not to give it, would
not have offered it; your apology, there-
fore, in this cafe, is a rudenefs, by put-
ting him on an equality with yourfelf; in
like manner, it would be a rudenefs, to
draw back, when requefted by a fuperior
to pafs the door firft, or flep into a car
riage before him.

¢« If a man of rank is of the party, it is
a mark of refpect, for the mafter to meet
him at his coach-door and ufher him
in.

€. In
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« Tn a word, when invited to dine or
« f{up at the houfe of any well-bred man,
¢ obferve how 'he dodgthe honours of his
¢ table; mark his manner of treating his
¢ company, attend to the compliments
“ of congratulation or condolence that he
¢ pays, and take notice of his addrefs, to

¢ his fuperiors, his Equa]s and his _inferi-
<. ors; nay, his very looks and tone of
¢ voice are worth your attention, for we
¢ cannot pleafe without.a union of them
‘fraﬂ“w—uu‘huqnurﬂ ol de BTy

_—

.-+ ““ Should you -invite any one to dine or
« {fup with you,urecolle¢t whether ever
“ you had ‘obferved him- to prefer one
“ thing to-another, and endeavourito ipro-
““ cure that thing ; when ‘at table, fay, 7
think you feemed to give this difh a prefer-
ence, I therefore ordered it. This is the
“ wm#f obferved you Z?.g/i likey, I have there-

€ fore
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‘¢ fore been at fome pains to procure it, Tri-
¢ fling as thele things may appear, they
¢ prove an attention to the perfon they are
“ {aid to; and, an attention in trifles is the

“ teft of refpett, the compliment will not be
{4 lOft.

¢« To alt otherwile, is mdehcate and rude,”

il Hie m{}ﬁﬂﬁj iLtLﬂ wre {{’;ﬁ)j”?f
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Ma e L& Cr"w <
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g g ! ﬁ:ld, on ?ﬁ ,,.rl"'h [4: [‘f‘[mf;ﬁ o
(O ML—&'LMW‘C,E Mad AT O 433‘;{ Gy
l ﬂﬂf.;ﬂf Y :‘fftr‘-u f;{ W o _qu REL T
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THE

ART of CARVING.

-

HE.author of this work, from a con-

viction that the knowledge it com-
municates, is one of the accomplifhments
of a gentlemen, and that the 4r¢ of Carving
is little known, but to thofe who have long
been accuftomed to it, perfuades himfelfs
he cannot make the rifing generation a -
more ufeful or acceptable prefent, than to
lay before them a book, that will teach
them to acquit themfelves well, in the dif
charge of this part of the honours of the
table. (See the motto in the title-page.)

Ww¢e
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. ‘We are always in pain for a man, who, in<
ftead of cutting up a fowl genteely, is hack-
ing for half an hour acrofs a bone, greafing
himfelf, and befpattering the company with
the fauce: but where the mafter or miftrefs
of a table, diffects a bird with eafe and grace
or ferves her guelts with fuch parts as are
beft flavoured, and moft efteemed, they
are not only well thought of, but admired.
The principal things that are brought then
to table are here delineated, and the cuftom-
ary method of carving them pointed out, in
a manner that, with a little attention, will
be readily underftood, and the knowledge
of carving, with a little practice, eafily ac-
quired.

Young folks unaccuftomed to ferving at
table, will, with the help of the cuts, and

the inftructions accompanying them, fﬂgn
_ pd
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be able ¢o carve well, if at the fame time
they will, as occafion offers,take notice, how
» good carver proceeds, when a joint or fowl
is before him.

I have alfo taken the liberty of pointing
out in the courfe of thefe inftruétions, what
parts of viands ferved up are moft efteemed,
that perfons carving may be enabled to thew
a proper attention to .their beft guefts and
friends, and may help them to their lik-

1ng.

. There are fome graceful methods of
carving, that fhould alfo be attended to,
fuch as not to rife from our feat, if we can
help it, but to have a feat high enough to
give us a command of the table; not to
help any one to too much at a time; not
to give the nice parts all to one ;_Jérfdn;
but, to deftribute them, if poffible, among
B the












































































































































































































































































































