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The

NATIONAL LIFE AND CHARACTER

INTRODUCTION

greatest statesmen have constantly failed to prediet the immediate

_ future.—Yet there have been many snccessful prophecies of distant

and great events—In other words, we are fairly successful in ascer-
taining a general law of progress, but cannot define exactly how or
when it will be worked out.—The statesman, moreover, prefers
dealing with the immediate future, which he can influence, to taking
precautions against great changes, which are most likely inevitable.—
For instance, the transportation of an inferior race, like the negroes
of the United States, to a country where they would be harmless, is
too vast, and of too uncertain benefit, to be readily attempted—
Again, the tendency to increase the powers of the State, and invite
its interposition, is so strong that it would be difficult to check it.—
Still, we may reduce the dimensions of a danger, which we clearly
see, though we cannot avert it—This book was first suggested by
the observation, that America was filling up.—Later study has
added the conviction, that the higher races can only live in the Tem-
perate Zone.—If, however, emigration, which is the rough substitute
for the organisation of labour, becomes impossible, the tendency to
State Socialism, which is already strongly marked in certain British
colonies, will become more and more powerful.—Moreover, the ten-
dency to entrust the State with wider functions has long been
adopted in Continental policy, and is being acclimatised in England.

—This inquiry does not assume that State Socialism will be pushed
to ita furthest development, but only that some of its simplest appli- ||

cations will become law.—Kings may easily put themselves at the
head of a movement for State Socialism, but personal rank and
transmitted wealth are likely to be viewed with jealousy in the new
order.—The change from one form of political life to another is not
likely to be 0 momentons as the effects of the general change on
character.—The world may gain something to balance what it loses,
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tile powers." Burke’s distinguished contemporary, Fox,
parted from him on the question, how the conduct of
France ought to be judged; and where Burke was
absolutely wrong, it might be supposed that Fox would
be at least relatively right. He told Parliament in
1803, that he had opposed war with France, because
of its tendency ““ to effect the total destruction of the
influence of this country on the Continent.”* In the
day of her greatest humiliation, France was never in
danger of being partitioned; and the longer the war
lasted, the greater was the increase of English influence
on the Continent. The most eminent of the Parlia-
mentary generation that succeeded to Burke and Fox,
Mr. Canning, was fascinated by the prospects of the
South American colonies, anticipated that they would
grow up as the United States had grown, and being
challenged for his support of them, declared that he
had *called a new world into existence to redress
the balance of the old ”® (1826). We who live two
generations later, are painfully aware that the South
American “new world” has produced little but eivil
wars, national bankrupteies, paper constitutions, and
examples of declining civilisation. The Duke of Wel-
lington was deservedly trusted by a large portion of his
countrymen for his sound common-sense in matters
political; and his reputation was not confined to
England. He told a friend in 1832 that ““ few people will
be sanguine enough to imagine that we shall ever again

! % Remarks on the Policy of the Allies”—Burke's Works, vol. iii,
p- 447. Burke bhad said in the House, as early as February 9, 1790,
that he considered France as “mnot politically existing,” and as “expunged
out of the system of Europe.”

* Fox's “Speech on the Mediation of Russia,” May 27, 1803,

* Canning's “Speech on the Connection of England and Portugal,”
December 12, 1826,
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Germany. Every map was accordingly useless after
a few days.

[t would not, however, be difficult to produce in-
stances where remote and generally unexpected changes
have been prophesied with considerable accuracy. As
early as 1748, “reasoning men in New York foresaw
and announced that the conquest of Canada, by reliev-
ing the Northern colonies from danger, would hasten
their emancipation.” “ We have caught them at last,”
said Choiseul, when it was definitely agreed that Canada
should be surrendered (1763); and in fact little more
than twenty years elapsed before the English flag ceased
to wave over the States England had colonised.” Lord
Chesterfield, as early as 1753, declared that ‘““all the
symptoms which I have ever met with in history,
previous to great changes and revolutions in govern-
ments, now exist and daily increase in France.”* * We
are approaching the state of crisis, and the age of
revolution,” wrote Rousseau in 1762. I think 1t im-
possible that the great monarchies of Europe have still
long to last; all have had their moment of splendour,
and every state which achieves this is ready to wane.”*
Goldsmith in the same year declared that “the French
are imperceptibly vindicating themselves into freedom ” ;
and prophesied that the country would gain its liberties,

1 Baneroft’s History of the United Stafes, vol. iv. pp. 460, 461. “The
necessary result of such measures ” (the annexation of Canada and Florida),
“ perfectly foreseen at the time, was pointed out by Dr. Tucker, Dean of
Gloucester, as well as by others”—Wraxall's Historical Menioirs, vol. ii.
P 78, :

% Chesterfield’s Letters to his Son.

* Emile, livre iii. p. 218. Some years later, Roussean in his letters
expressed the opinion, that the Seven Years’ War would have broken up
the French Momarchy, if it had not been for Choiseul.—Martin : Histoire
de Franee, tome xvi. p. 98. M. Schérer has noticed several minor pre
dictions of the Revolution—Littéralure Contemporaine, p. 346,
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to the Crucifixion.! Heine, the most French in feel-
ing of Germans, predicted that if France came to
war with an united German people, she would be over-
borne.*

It will be observed that the most conspicuous in-
stances of strikingly false prophecies are taken from
the utterances of statesmen of the highest rank ; while
those predictions that have been verified belong as of
as not to publicists, or to statesmen, like De Tﬂﬂq:i‘
ville, whose philosophy to some extent disqualified
them for active politics. The reason, however, is
probably not to be sought in any special fitness of
abstract politicians for making forecasts of the future ;
but in the fact that statesmen are constantly tempted!
to. make predictions of immediate interest, whereas the||
power of divination among men seems rather to concern
itself with general laws. Accordingly, the same man has
often been markedly right in his speculations about the
distant future, and curiously wrong in predicting the
possibilities of the next few years. Napoleon’s alleged
prophecy, that all Europe would end by being Republican
or Cossack, seems more probable now than when it was
first given to the world;® but his expectation that

! In a drawing, which was engraved, and sold in London at the time :
and which represented John Brown on the Cross.

* “Yon” (the French) “have more to fear from liberated ” (i.. united)
“Germany, than from the whole Holy Alliance, together with all the
Croats and Cossacks—Heine, Zur Geschichie der Religion und Philosophie
in Deutscliland, S. 269.

% The part of the prophecy that relates to Russia seems the best
proved. “You are in the flower of your age, and may expect to live
thirty-five years longer. I think you will see, that the Russians will
gither invade and take India ; or enter Europe with 400,000 Cossacks,
and 200,000 real Russians”—O'Meara’s Napoleon at S, Helena, vol. i.
p- 104. “The Continent is now in the most perilous situation, being
continnally exposed to the risk of being overrun by Cossacks and
Tartars.”—Life, Exile, and Conversations of the Emperor Napoleon, by
Count de Las-Casea, part vi. p. 2.
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happen within a few hours or days,' and are trusted
and valued accordingly, it seems justifiable to say that
in a certain broad and vague way the tendency of the
times may be and constantly is appreciated, so that we
are landed in the apparent paradox of knowing better
what is remote than what is so near that it may seem
to be within every one’s ken. Accordingly political
prophecies are for the most part little regarded. The
statesman of a modern parliament is not working for
results fifty years hence, but for the day’s need; and
would be apt to distrust himself if he attempted any-
thing more. Perhaps there are cases when we see that
a more calculating policy would have been the wiser.
If England had granted Catholic Emancipation fifty
years before she did; if the American Congress had
bought up and expatriated the slaves while they were
sgtill a mere handful; if France had followed Talley-
rand’s policy, and confined herself to such acquisitions
as awakened no violent resentments;*® if Russian ad-
ministrations under Nicholas I. had been determinately
liberal, instead of absolutist, each particular country
would have gained, and the civilised world would have
been the better for rancours and miseries averted. It
is idle, however, to discuss what might have been ; and
almost equally so to discuss what might be under con-
ditions never likely to be realised. The distant future
of a country is so unimportant by the side of its im-
mediate needs to the men in possession, that even if
they were reasonably certain that a particular evil

! For an instance of Talleyrand’s sagacity in this line see his
directions to the Duke of Orleans, which placed that prince on the
throne,—Bulwer's Historic Characters, pp- 221, 222,

* Memoirs of Talleyrand, vol. ii. part vii, pp. 97-100. Madame de
Rémusat in her Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 399, quotes Talleyrand as saying :
“To keep the Czar shut up at home by creating the natural barrier
which Poland offers, ought to have been the Emperor's design,”







INTRODUCTION Il

for certain kinds of labour. The results of the last
census would be appealed to, to show that the coloured
race is not increasing at any disproportionate rate ; and
it would be argued, that in proportion as he was
civilised, would his increase be slower still. The im-
possibility of transporting 8,000,000 of human beings
across the Atlantic, and establishing them in new
homes, would be pleaded. The probabilities are that
a scheme for doing effectually, what it is now almost
too late to do at all, would be debated, and voted down
into the establishment of a new Liberia; and would
have no more noticeable effect than to make the for-
tunes of a few contractors.

Again, let us assume a statesman to be convinced
that the present tendency to an increase of State action
is perilous to individual liberty, and to the development
of character. What power would such a man have of
giving effect to his views in Europe or in Australia?
The State has come in almost everywhere to protect
the masses against employers and landlords, or to
organise the forces of the community for general
purposes. State Education was first systematised on
something like its present lines in Prussia, because
Prussia, being relatively a weak power, saw the import-
ance of making every citizen as efficient as possible.
England and France, Austria and Italy have followed
in the steps of Prussia, bhecause they dared not do
otherwise. Meanwhile, costless education has recom-
mended itself as a boon to parents; and workmen look
favourably upon the school attendance that diminishes
the competition of child-labour. A statesman who
should try to revert to the old order, because he con-
gidered the uniform routine of our State Schools de-
structive of originality, would soon find that he had
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no generation will stay its hand from using them in
order to cheapen fires for the next. Great cities will
continue to grow, if population goes on increasing,
though all the statesmanship in the world should be
in favour of spreading population. Whether a skiff
horne along the rapids of the St. Lawrence is wisely
or badly steered makes the difference of life or death
to its occupants, but does not affect its destination.
It must descend the stream. The object of this book
is to indicate in a very general way the direction
towards which we are drifting in political and social
life. It 1s not assumed, that any human sagacity can
avert the fatality of our acts for centuries past, or
of our characters, as we inherit or have fashioned them.
If.it be true, for instance, as these pages attempt to
show, that the lower races are increasing upon the
higher, and will some day confine them to a portion
of the Temperate Zone, the result will have been the
work of our own hands; and yet we cannot change our
principles of action. We are bound, wherever we go,
to establish peace and order; to make roads, and open
up rivers to commerce ; to familiarise other nations with
a self-covernment which will one day make them in-
dependent of ourselves. We cannot even allow them
to remain weak by destroying one another ; and interest
and humanity constrain us to interpose when there is
a Tae-Ping rebellion in China, and when Africa is
desolated by Arab slave-dealers. Nevertheless, if we
cannot change manifest destiny, we may at least adapt
ourselves to it, and make it endurable. We may cir-
cumscribe the growth of China, though we ecannot
altogether arrest it; and if we cannot hope that
Europeans will ever people Africa, we may at least so
work that European ideas shall one day be paramount

L . —
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several minor points. The States have not increased
in population as rapidly as was expected : the Chinese,
on whom I had calculated as possible settlers, have
been deterred by public feeling from coming over in
any number; and though the British immigrants are
now relatively fewer than they were,! this falling off
has been compensated by a great increase in the number
of immigrants from countries with a lower standard of
comfort; from I[taly, Norway, Bohemia, and Russia.
Beyond this there was a period of great prosperity in
England between 1870 and 1879, when tens of thousands
found employment who in any ordinary year would
have gone across the Atlantic. On the whole, these
influences appear to have balanced one another; and
the result is, that while immigrants are still anxious
to pour in, there is a disinclination to receive them ;
and the American Congress has passed two rather
stringent Acts (1885 and 1891) to limit immigration
to fit persons, and to forbid the wholesale bringing over
of workmen by employers.? Moreover, the emigrants
who now go over are attracted by high rates of labour
rather than by cheap rates of land. The best part of
the country has been taken up.

Twenty years’ residence under the Southern Cross
has forced me to consider a new side of this particular

1 In the decade 1851 to 1860 the emigration from Great Britain
to the States was 1,257,000 (Mulhall’s Stafistics). In the last decade
it has been 1,462,000 (Statesman’s Year-Book). The British population
of the first period was twenty per cent smaller than that of the second ;
while the American population of the second period offered fifty per cent
more chance of employment.

# # Already signs are not wanting to show, that stringent as are its
provisions, and drastic as are its regulations” (the Act of 1891), “a certain
section of American opinion is beginning to demand something more
stringent and more drastic stilL.”—Wilkins on “ Immigration in the
United States,” Nineteenth Century Review, October 1891, p- 683.
Bryce’s comment must be remembered : “ Such laws are of colrse
difficult of enforcement.,”—American Commenwealth, vol, iii, . 674,
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If, however, the white race is precluded by natural )
laws from colonising on a large scale anywhere except |
in the Temperate Zone, it seems certain that the con-
dition of old countries will be powerfully modified.
The eager and impetuous element that has hitherto
found an outlet in new communities, will be pent up : i
in the overpeopled countries of Europe. Either the
growth of population will be arrested, as in France, or
the State will have to concern itself, much more actively
than English economists will like, with the organisation
of labour. Now the history of the English colonies in
Australia and New Zealand is particularly instructive,
becanse it shows what the English race naturally at- lli
tempts when it 1s freed from the limitations of English !
tradition. The settlers of Victoria, and to a great
extent of the other ecolonies, have been men who
carried with them the English theory of government:
to circumscribe the action of the State as much as
possible ; to free commerce and production from all
legal restrictions ; and to leave every man to shift for
himself, with the faintest possible regard for those who
fell by the way. Often against their own will the
colonists have ended by a system of State centralisation
that rivals whatever is attempted in the most bureaun-"
eratic countries of the Continent. The State employees
are an important element of the population; the State
builds railways, founds and maintains schools, tries to
regulate the wages and hours of labour, protects native
industry, settles the population on the land, and is
beginning to organise systems of State insurance, !
Planted in Africa, the Englishman so adapts himself

! It will be understood, that these statements are not equally appli-
eable to every colony. New South Wales is only beginning to protect
native industry, and New Zealand is the only colony that has experi-
mented with State insurance,

C
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to work under certain conditions; and assists skilled
workmen to obtain a mastery of their trade.' There
is every indication that the so-called *labour party”
will be stronger in future parliaments than it is (1891),
and will force the State more and more into what is
known as the organisation of industry. Nothing has
been assumed as possible or probable in this book
except what is already done in some civilised and
prosperous part of the world, or what is being worked
up to by some powerful party. The so-called national-
isation of land, though not an actual fact, is being
approached in a great many countries. Victoria has
reserved a great part of its land from sale, in order to
try the experiment of State landlordism. New Zealand
is considering the policy of buying back the land it has
alienated ; and meanwhile 1s proposing to tax large pro-
perties on a graduated scale that may incline owners to
break them up. South Australia is discussing the same
problem. The proposals in England to buy out the
Irish landlords, and sell again to a small yeomanry, are
steps In the direction {::f land nationalisation, though
the objeet is to create new freeholds. For a time, at
least, the State will be a landlord on a large scale, and
in many cases may end by having the land left on its
hands. It is not perhaps probable that any uniform
system of landownership will prevail over all the world,
however much institutions may tend to become iden-

I Mr. Rae¢’s comment on this matter is instructive: “ Professor
Sidgwick declares the Irish and Scotch Land Acts, which provide for
the judicial determination of a fair rent, to be the most distinetively
socialistic measures which the English legislature has yet passed ; but in
reality these Land Aets are not a bit more socialistic than the laws which
fix a fair price for railway rates and fares,” ete—Rae's Contemporary
Soctalismn, p. 428, Compare Bryce's statement : “ The new democracies
of America are just as eager for State interference as the democracy of
England,” ete.—The American Commonwealth, vol. iii. p. 272,
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develop it. So, again, where the mineral produced is
one necessary, so to speak, to national existence, like the
coal of England or the salt of Wieliczka. Tobacco is a
State monopoly in some parts of Europe, and alcoholic
drinks in others. In Java and Egypt the State has
at times been a considerable employer of agricultural
labour, and still farms land of its own on a reduced
scale. It is therefore possible to conceive a com-
munity which, following only actual precedents, should
be the sole employer and the sole proprietor within its
own boundaries. It has seemed, however, unwise and
unnecessary to suppose that this extreme result will be
attained generally, or even often : unwise, because it is
very rare to see a theory of any kind logically carried
out ; and unnecessary, because 1f twenty per cent of any
given population were in the State service, their hours
of work and their wages would practically be the
standard of the whole community. In Victoria at this
time something like eight per cent of the adult male
population is in Government employ.! Assume the
Government to run steamers, as it has often been urged
to do, to buy up the various gas-works, to start works,
such as i1t must some day have for the manufacture of
ordnance, to take irrigation into its own hands, and to
supply medical aid through salaried employees, and it
15 easy to see how the eight per cent might swell to
twenty per cent. Neither does it much matter for

I Mr. Hayter in his Fictorian Year-Book for 1890 reckons the adult
males at about 320,000 between the ages of 18 and 60. The persons
regularly employed by the Government were at the same time 24,816,
and those temporarily employed during 1889 numbered 5799, If we
deduct 2200 for female teachers, 1000 for temporary clerical employees,
who are only engaged for short periods, and 450 for female post-office
clerks and telegraph operators, the residue will pretty nearly represent

eight per cent. 'This number must, however, be regarded as an extreme
estimate, only true of a prosperous year.







INTRODUCTION 23

reasonable and humane;® the game laws have been made
fairly tolerable; the poor-law system has been remodelled
with great intelligence, though not very sympathetically;
popular education has been introduced : the landlord’s
protective duty on food has been abolished; trades
unionism has been legalised ; nonconformity has been
freed from its shackles : and Parliament has familiarised
itself more and more with the idea of interposing
between employer and employed, between landlord and
tenant. If it should appear that the complement of
these changes—the complete organisation of labour, and
State insurance against want—can only be attained
under a democratic form of government, then we may,
I think, expect a republic to be established everywhere.
On the other hand, it seems more than conceivable that
wise sovereigns, or wise aristocracies, if they believe|
these changes to be inevifable, and on the whole good,
will determine to guide the popular movement instead
of opposing it. Wherever this is done, experience
indicates that the working classes will look first to
their real wants, and will acquiesce in any form of
government that satisfies these. Therefore it has not
appeared necessary for the purposes of this argument to
consider whether thrones will be overturned or aristo-
cracies abolished. The chances perhaps are that the
world will adopt the republican form of polity more and

! The recent publication of Sir Robert Peel's early Lefters by Mr.
Charles Parker shows that in 1828 he was preparing to resign office if
George IV. refused to sign the death-warrant of a young man who had
been gmilty of forgery under circumstances of peculiar temptation (Peel's
Letters, p. 317). Indeed, so strong had the old law been, that Blackstone
bonsts : “There is hardly a case possible to be conceived, wherein forgery

. 18 not made a capital crime”— Commentaries, book iv. chap. xvii.
The penalty of death for forgery was, however, abolished in 1832 ; that
ia, as soon as the House of Commons was converted to the necessity of
reform ; and in 1833 one of the first acts of the reformed Parliament
was to appoint a Commission for revising the whole Criminal Code,
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more, because there are many instructive examples that
1t 1s not easy to replace a dynasty that has once been
dispossessed. On the other hand, if there should be a
succession of such exceptionally able and patriotic
sovereigns as several European countries have enjoyed
during the last fifty years, and if these should identify
themselves with popular movements, it is open to
believe that kings may hold their own for centuries to
come. None the less, there does seem to be a natural
antagonism between aristocracies of privilege or wealth
and an industrial society. It is difficult to conceive
that a hereditary House of Lords will long be maintained
in England; and though the millionaire may be a
feature of all time, the example of the United States
shows that he may be deprived of political power.
Personal rank and transmitted wealth accordingly seem
a little less likely to maintain themselves than the
centralisation of State absolutism in one hereditary
monarch. Even titles, however, will perhaps be modi-
fied and transformed rather than absolutely effaced.
Nothing is more remarkable in human nature than its
determination to retain old forms while it invests them
with a new life. Christianity took its temples, its
statues, its sacred days from Paganism; Protestantism
mostly copied the old Church; and the most noticeable
form of anti-Christian worship has been a servile
parody of Catholicism. Humanity, as it were, outgrows
its vestments; but it does not cast them off and go
naked ; it patches them and drapes them about itself
in new folds.

What therefore we are most concerned with is not
the limitation of the higher races of man to a small part
of earth; not the evolution of a new form of society—
an autocratic and all-pervading State, instead of a State
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that gave free scope to individual ascendency—but the
question, what man himself will become under these
changed conditions of political life, and under the mnflu-
ence of other changes that seem inevitable. If towns
are to predominate over the country; if the State is
largely to supplant the churches in the direction of life,
and parents in the bringing up of the family; if the,
new conditions of intellectual work are unfavourable to!
originality ; if, in a word, the man seems to dwindle as
the union of men grows in strength and importance, the \
result cannot be without interest for those who are on f

the brink of this future. To some it will perhaps seem

that the expectation of great changes for the better in

the constitution of political society is unreasonably

sanguine ; and that the industrial classes, when they

come to the full consciousness of their power 1in any part

of the world, are certain to attempt impracticable experi-

ments or violent changes which will throw the world

back. It has been no part of this argument to consider

such possible contingencies. Here and there no doubt

blunders will be made, and ignorant tribunes of the

people will try their hands again at some of the old

failures : unlimited issues of State paper; violent con-

fiscations ; or the appointment of State officials generally

by the ballot. We are bound, however, to assume that

what is unreasonable will perish of itself, and that what

18 reasonable will by degrees prevail. Moreover, the

experience of the last century ought to guard us against

a repetition of the worst blunders of the past. On the

whole, it 18 surely correct to say that the relations of

rich and poor are incomparably more healthy now than

they were a hundred years ago in all matters that are

regulated by law. It would be grossly unfair to charge

the excesses of the Reign of Terror in France upon the
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of family life, and the loss of original power, as genius |
is deprived of its noblest fields, will be serious offsets to
the material development of life ; and that even phy- |
sical conditions will be worse, as cities grow upon the i
world, and as the field of adventure in unsettled regions
is closed. There is room for cheerful prognostication n
this direction also. Mr. Morris has conceived a charm-
ing vision of an England in which great cities shall
have been exchanged for country homesteads with an
occasional street, and in which brain work shall be
gradually discarded for manual labour. To attain all
these results, however, Mr. Morris is compelled to 1m-
agine a great upheaval of society ; and his conclusions
appear to indicate that two-thirds of the population
must have perished or left the country, the other third
remaining stationary. Such a dream of the future differs
essentially from that of the following pages, which only
professes to consider what 1s likely to happen if we go
on for two hundred years more as we have gone on for
the last three-quarters of a century.

To the writer of these pages, what really seems most |
hopeful in the outlook for the future is the prospect |
that violent upheavals of society will be less and less:
attempted as the State appears to be the best expres-
sion of the wishes of the majority; and that some
falling off in the energy and acquisitiveness, which are
fostered by individualism, will be compensated by the
growth of what we may call patriotism, as each man
identifies himself more and more with the needs and
aspirations of his fellow-countrymen. That men gener-
ally should look up to the State to take the lead in
industrial undertakings is probably undesirable, and is
perhaps never likely to occur. Whatever administra-
tions may do, they can hardly monopolise more than a
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limits of a eountry—India or China—is no impediment to its expan-
~sion abroad.—Emigration abroad will often stimulate the growth of
\ a population at home.—The increase of population in Europe has
been retarded for eighteen centuries by misgovernment and internal

1| wars.—The general law is that the lower race increases faster than
J the higher—The English aristocracy is favoured by a great many
circumstances that wounld seem caleulated to promote increase—Its
families are constantly dying out.—The French and the negroes of
the United States furnish characteristic instances of slow and rapid
growth—England is an apparent but not a real exception to the
rule that a race with a high standard of comfort increases slowly.—
The condition of the Jews in Russia has been one of inferiority, but
not of intolerable hardship.— Having a strong motive to make money,
and no temptation to spend it [reely, they have increased so rapidly

as to become a danger to the Empire.—The increased humanity of
war is telling in favour of the weaker races—=So are sanitation, and

y | the increased means of transport afforded by railways.—Therefore,
| | when we are swamped in certain parts of the world by the black and

i ]! yellow races, we shall know that it has been inevitable.
L

IT seems to be generally assumed that the higher races
of men, or those which are held to have attained the
highest forms of civilisation, are everywhere triumphing
over the lower. North America is almost occupied by men
of European ancestry, and in South America the Euro-
pean element has received notable accessions in Brazil
and the Argentine Republic. ~Australasia is British ;
(entral Asia is being Russianised ; and the Tuark is
being driven out of Burope, where his heritage is bound
to fall to some race that has assimilated modern ideas
better than the Ottoman. In Africa the North-west
is passing under French influence, and has received a
leaven of French or Spanish colonists. Egypt is prac-
tically part of Europe; South Africa is English or
Dutch ; and it seems scarcely questionable that England
and Germany will divide Central Africa. We are per-
petually assured that countries which till now were
assumed to be unfitted for European colonists, will
really allow them to multiply and prosper if they will
only comply with such reasonable conditions as the

il
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have been covered with a population of several millions,
such as no modern European power would have attempted
to displace. We may say even more certainly of the Red
Indians, that if they had chosen to learn agriculture
from the first European settlers, they would soon have
been numerous enough to bar all progress to the West.
The Indians of Mexico, of Central America, and of
Peru, who had attained to this level were not exter-
minated, though they were treated for generations with
the most atrocious cruelty. At this moment pure or
half-caste Indians predominate in all the Spanishf
colonies that lie to the north of Chili, and their pre-
dominance is becoming more marked every year.
Without wishing to deny or depreciate the fine
qualities of a race that has produced such men as
Juarez and Mejia, and the heroes who fought at
Humaita, we may surely say that the Indians whom
Cortez and Pizarro conquered were not civilised up to
the level of modern Hindoos or Chinamen, and had
not the physical stamina of the negro race. All the
more remarkable is it that they have survived and
multiply.

How far climate has co-operated in circumseribing
the spread of the Huropean race in America seems
difficult to determine. We can hardly suppose it is
accidental that the proportion of pure whites should
be smallest in the tropical parts of America, Guatemala
and Nicaragua, and largest in temperate latitudes, At
the same time, considering the great flexibility of the
human constitution, and the fact that whites can and
do labour in Texas, in Mexico, and in the districts of
the Lower Plate, we may probably say, that the char-
acter of the population of America has been determined
more by the varying adaptability of its primitive races
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The climate would be fatal in a generation, except in
the hills; and that a remote province like Cashmere
could be cleared of its present people, settled by Euro-
peans, and kept free from the intrusion of native labour,

seems the most fanciful of speculations. There remain ,

therefore only Central Asia, Malaysia, and Africa as
possible outlets not yet used for the surplus population
of Europe, and of these Africa is naturally that which
is especially attracting the attention of Englishmen at
the present moment. It has been opened up very
much by English enterprise; its resources prove to
be vaster than was at one time supposed; and the
climate of large tracts appears to be tolerable. We
have arranged its partition with the most important
of our neighbours; and the posts we hold along the
Western Coast, in the Cape and Natal, and in Egypt,
are so many points of vantage for our empire. It seems
as if England for the moment was a little weary of
India, and disposed to regard the Colonies as rather
troublesome allies than dependencies, but was actively
sanguine of possibilities in the Dark Continent.

We may put aside the Portuguese and French
settlements of Mozambique, Angola, and Senegambia.
No one of these has succeeded in attracting colonists ;
but the failure may be explained by climate or by an
administration that aimed rather at commerce than at
settlement. The case of the Cape and the sister
colonies seems to be more in point. The Dutech ocen-
pation of the Cape dates from 1652, and the early
colonists were to a great extent picked men; many
of them French Huguenots. The natives with whom the
settlers came in contact were Hottentots and Bushmen,
weak races, of whom the Bushmen were not fitted to
be slaves, while the Hottentots were not very valuable.
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companies will employ the cheapest labour they can
secure, which will always be that of the native and
inferior race. Let it be remembered that a country
as big as Great Britain, which would be a mere patch
on the Continent of Africa, would have a native popu-
lation of half a million if it were peopled as Natal was
when the British Government took it over. Can it be
conceived that England could send out half a million
settlers to balance these, unless the attraction were as
areat as that of Australian gold was for a time? ~And
even assuming the half-million to come, where would
they be at the end of a century with the black race
increasing faster by births, and recruited by constant
accessions from the populous interior of the continent ?
Can it be supposed that such a state would fare better
than Georgia or South Carolina has fared? The best
chance for a community so constituted would be to
declare itself independent, as the Boers of the Trans-
vaal have done, and so maintain the supremacy of
the white race. Such a country, however, would not
escape the fate of all countries into which an inferior
people is admitted in large numbers, Its colonists
would soon be divided into a wealthy ruling caste,
planters or miners, and mean whites ; while the blacks,
servile or semi-servile, would increase year by year,
because their labour was necessary to maintain and
extend the fortunes of the governing caste. Such a
community might last for generations, but its chance
of perpetuity would be far smaller in Africa, where it
was surrounded by dense masses of an unfriendly popu-
lation, than it was in Louisiana, where slavery might

! “In capacity the African is fit to work; in inclination he is
willing to work ; and in actual experiment he has dome it.”— Drum-
mond’s Tropical Afriea; p. 65.
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for any number. Meanwhile, wherever they penetrate
they will bring security and employment to the black

races of the interior. These are now roughly estimated |

for Central Africa alone at 100,000,000. If they increase
only at the rate of one per cent a year during the twenty
years that have been assumed, the increase will be more

than double the influx of whites. If they multiply as

the blacks in the United States were once multiply-
ing, they will have grown at the rate of 50,000,000,
while the whites by an impossible rate of progression
will only number 12,000,000. Under these circum-
stances, can we conceive any large part of the continent
where the whites will be able to settle down, and
develop an industrial civilisation, such as is found in
any part of America and in Australia ?

In all this discussion it has been assumed, for pur-
poses of argument, that our imaginary European immi-
grants will be able to spread and establish themselves
everywhere. No one can seriously expect this. There
must bé large tracts more or less like Senegambia and
the parts about Sierra Leone, where only white men of
exceptional constitutions, and submitting to a very,
strict regime, can live and do work. In the struggle |
for existence the African race, which can flourish every-
where in its native habitat, is bound to have an advan-
tage over the race that can only thrive in the best parts
of the continent.’

It has seemed important to argue out the case of
Central Africa at some length, because no other part of
the world is supposed to furnish so magnificent an

! “The really appalling mortality of Europeans is a fact with which
all who have any idea of casting in their lot with Africa should seriously
reckon. . . . The malaria spares no man . . . no prediction can be made

beforehand as to which regions are haunted by it and which are safe”—
Drummond’s Tropical Africa, p. 44.
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made life almost unendurable to the subject people for
centuries, but though he depopulated the country, and
paralysed its progress, he stopped short of extermina-
tion. The inevitable result has been that the industrial
races have increased, while the military race has de-
clined ;: so that the Turks proper in Europe, who were
numbered at from 2,000,000 to 3,000,000 in the reign
of Solyman I. (1520-1566)' can only now be estimated
at a little more than a million and a half. The succes-
sion of the Turk at Constantinople is certain to devolve
upon a civilised people, and whether it fall to Russia,
Austria, or one of the emancipated states, will mean
that the higher race has entered again upon part of its
natural habitat, from which it had been irregularly
expelled. Beyond this it is possible that Russia may
contribute a large immigration to Western Turkestan ;
that English settlers may reinforce the white population
of the Cape, so as to keep it dominant; and that the
Australian feeling against Asiatic immigrants may keep
Northern Australia free from any overwhelming influx
of Chinamen or Hindoo coolies.

Meanwhile, the small triumphs which the Aryan
race may achieve in these directions are likely to be
more than balanced by the disproportionate growth of
what we consider the inferior races. China is generally
regarded as a stationary power which can fairly hold
its own, though it has lost Annam to France, and the
guzerainty of Upper Burmah to England, and the Amoor
Valley to Russia, but which is not a serious competitor
in the race for empire. There is a certain plausibility
in this view. On the other hand, China has recovered
Eastern Turkestan from Mahommedan rule and from a
Russian protectorate, is dominating the Corea, and has

' Creasy's History of the Ottoman Turks, p. 199,

i1

i







UNCHANGEABLE LIMITS OF HIGHER RACES 47

instance how the Chinese are spreading. They already
form half the population predominating in Singapore
and Perak, and the best observers are agreed that the
Malay cannot hold his own against them.' They are
beginning to settle in Borneo and Sumatra, and they
are supplanting the natives in some of the small islands
of the Pacific, such as Hawaii. The climate of all these
countries suits them, and they commend themselves to
governments and employers by their power of steady
industry ; and they intermarry freely up to a safe point
with the women of the country,” getting all the advan-

! Baron von Hiibner says: “On my first visit to Singapore in 1871,
the population consisted of 100 white families, of 20,000 Malays, and of
a few thousand Chinese, On my return there, in the beginming of 1884,
the population was divided, according to the official census, into 100
whites, 20,000 Malays, and 86,000 Chinese.,”—Von Hiibner's Through
the British Empire, vol. i. pp. 387, 388. Previous attempts by the
Chinese to settle had failed from time to time, in consequence of the
hostility they invariably provoked. Thus Miss Bird says of Sungei
Ujong: “In 1828 the number of Chinese working the mines here was
1000, and in the same year they were massacred by the Malays. They
now number 10,000, and under British protection have nothing’to fear.”—
Golden Chersonese, p. 188, “Throughout the length and breadth of
Malaysia,” says Dr. Guillemard, *‘the Chinaman has made his way.
How he swarms in Singapore we are all aware; but that he is equally
at home in the Arn Islands, and bids fair to monopolise the trade of
the Philippines, is perhaps not so generally known. At Macassar he
shares the mercantile plum with the German. In the Moluccas the vast
amount of graves around Ternate testify to the number of his race who
have lived and died there. In New Guinea alone he is not to be found ;
for neither white man nor Malay has as yet fairly established himself there,
and the Celestial is rarely or never a pioneer.”—Cruise of the Marchesa,
iLp. 126. “Every town from Northern Burmah south, and throughout the
vast Indian Archipelago,” says Mr. Harrison, “ has already fallen into his
(the Chinaman’s) hands. Even the farms and gardens about the towns are
becoming his.”—Race with the Sun. Of Bangkok Mr. Harrison eays (p.
134): “The wily Chinese monopolise the gambling-houses, as indeed
they do nearly all the avenues of wealth, and nearly all kinds of business
which require industry and skill” “A considerable portion of the
population” (of Palembang, in Sumatra) “are Chinese and Arabs”—
Wallace's Malay Archipelago, p. 122,

* “Les premiers Chinois, qui se sont établis & Malacea, ont dpousd
des Malaises, Aujourd’hui ces familles ne s'allient plus qu'entr'elles,
En observant rigoureusement cette contume, ces hommes singuliers sont
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are now set down as little more than a twentieth. If
we take the popular estimates, we find Humboldt in
1790 putting the pure Indians in Mexico at two-fifths
of the population ;' while Alison, taking the date 1810,
calculates the Spaniards in Mexico, Guatemala, and
(aracas at about 1,600,000 in a total population of
8,500,000, or rather less than 20 per cent.®* The
numbers given for this year in the Statesman’s
Year - Book make the descendants of the Spaniard
at most 1,200,000 out of a population of more than
12,000,000 in those countries. On the whole, I believe,
that in Spanish America, excluding Chili* and the
Argentine Confederation, the pure or nearly pure de-
scendants of the conquerors are not as one in four to
half-castes and Indians, and that these latter amount to
about 25,000,000, pretty evenly divided.*

It may be admitted at once that the position of
those of Indian blood is still very secondary. Still, the
evidence is, that they are conquering a place for them-
selves in other ways than by increasing and multiplying.
“ General Porfirio Diaz,” says Mr, Curtis, “ the foremost
man in Mexico to-day, and one whose public career will
fill pages in the history of that republic, is the repre-
sentative of mixed Spanish and Aztec ancestry, like all
of the famous native leaders of the last half-century.”®
In fact, however, the most distinguished of all, Juarez,
was a pure-blooded Indian, as were also Mejia and

! Humboldt, La Nouvell: Espagne, livre ii. chap. vi. Stephens says
that the Indians constituted (c. 1842) ¥ three-fourths of the inhabitants of
Guatemala,”—Central America, vol. i. p. 305.

* Alison’s History of Europe, vol. ix. p. 186.

* Even in Chili the population is far from being of pure European
descent. “The Chilian soldier is by race more than three parts Arau-
canian,” says Mr. Morris (Dark Days in Chili, p. 283).

4 Hee Appendix A.

% Curtig's Capitals of Southern America, p. 30.
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be developed by irrigation, and lie at a distance from
one another, so that foreign immigrants could not enjoy
congenial neighbourhood. There remain, of course, the
states of Colombia, Venezuela, and the three Guianas.
The richest parts of these, the valleys of the Orinoco,
the Magdalena, and smaller rivers, are all either swamps
or liable to inundation : districts that may, at some
future day, maintain a population of many millions, but
in which small bodies of foreign immigrants would find,
under worse climatic conditions, what Dickens painted
in his sketch of Eden. Venezuela is graphically de-
scribed by Eastwick as “a forest larger than France,
steppes like those of Gobi, and mountain tracts which
1t would take many Switzerlands to match.”' Last of
all, 1t must be remembered that it is more than doubt-
ful if native governments or populations would encourage
or tolerate Immigration on a large scale. The Church
would oppose an influx of heretics, and the Spanish
governing caste would hesitate lest they should see the
precedent of Texas repeated.

Brazil stands by itself among South American states
in one important particular. Its indigenous Indians
were to a great extent less docile and reclaimable than
the Aztecs, the Quichuas, and the Guaranis of Para-
guay have proved themselves. Brazil accordingly has
a large element of negro population; how large may
be estimated from the fact that, in 1850, the slaves
were set down at 2,500,000. It seems probable that
negroes and negro half-castes compose the better
half of the 12,000,000 who are calculated to people
Brazil; the pure Indians are estimated by a liberal
calenlation at 1,000,000 : while the Portuguese, Ger-
mans, and half-caste or civilised Indians make up the

! Eastwick’s Venezuela, p. 25.
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own limits. China proper, for instance, is as large as
twenty-two Englands, or by some estimates as twenty-
six, and, on the same basis of population, might maintain
at least 650,000,000 or even 750,000,000, or, in other
words, might increase for fifty years before it required
to relieve itself by an exodus. In fact, it is supposed
that from its superior fertility, China could carry more
than England to the square mile, and might double its
numbers before it needed to trouble its meighbours.
Putting, on the one hand, the sufficiency of land at
home, and, on the other hand, the conservative genius
of the administration, which discourages emigration, and
of the people who do not readily accept it, it may be
argued that half a century, or a century hence, we
shall find China no further advanced than she now is,
while the English, French, and Dutch settlements in
the Indian Ocean will have consolidated themselves.
Those who argue in this way may be reminded that
a Tae-Ping rebellion, which lasted fourteen years,
18 estimated to have cost China from 20,000,000 to
50,000,000 of population ; and that, while the inhabitants
of a single province, Szechuen, increased by 45,000,000
between 1842 and 1882, there was a loss by official
estimates of 100,000,000 in the other provinces. The
nation altogether is calculated to have decreased by
at least 30,000,000 in this period.' Yet China was

! The population of China is said by official records to have been ;—

201,013,344 in 1760.
414,686,994 in 1842,
382,078,860 in 1879.

Dr. Williams treats as specially authentic the censuses of 1762 and
1812 :—
1762 . . . . 198,214,553
L1 e . 362,467,183,

These seems to show that the population under favourable conditions
F
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best Government appointments, and by marriages with
wealthy heiresses. They are able to command the field
sports and open-air life that conduce to health, and the
medical advice that combats disease. Nevertheless,
they die out so rapidly that only five families out of
nearly six hundred go back without a break, and in the
male line, to the fifteenth century.! It is sometimes
thought that the untitled landed gentry represent a
more permanent aristocracy, better blood, and longer
connection with land than the peers. This is only the
conceit of county notabilities. The late Mr. Evelyn
Shirley made a list of all the families in England who
could show unbroken connection with the squirearchy
since the Wars of the Roses terminated, and though
he was most liberal in his inclusions his list went easily
into a single thin volume. It i1s perfectly true that
a certain number of Englishmen with large landed
estates descend from ancestors who held land anciently
somewhere; but i1t will generally be found in such
cases that the ancestors were yeomen, or at most
squireens. An analysis of modern landowners in a
county will habitually prove that not more than six
or eight, owning 3000 acres,* descend from ancestors
who owned as much in the time of Elizabeth. The
peers, modern as they are, represent a larger average
of old families than the country squires. The great
device for perpetuating untitled families has been the
law of entail, which has really been a most potent

“Lord Barrington is to wait on Lord North to know what can be done
for him. I therefore authorise you to make such a provision as you may
think fit.”

I Btanley (of Derby), Neville (of Abergavenny), Courtenay (of Devon),
Lumley (of Scarborough), Stourton (of Stourton).

? 3000 acres is the amount taken by Mr. Bateman in his Great

Landmeners of Great Britain and Ireland to be the qualification of a great
landowner.
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of Napoleon dealt with those of France, and to give
them absolute social and civil equality. The Jews of
France are Frenchmen of another faith, and show no
tendency to disproportionate increase, being, in fact, as
nearly stationary as the rest of the population. The
remedy is not as simple in Russia, because the Jews are
now a nation in themselves —herding together, too
numerous, and, it may be feared, too detested to be
absorbed into the general population. However, it is
not an object in this place to discuss how the Jews
in Russia ought to be treated. What is desired is to
show that since it has become impossible to deny in-
ferior races the protection of the law in civilised com-
munities, they are bound to increase faster than the
privileged part of the nation. The case of the Jews
in Russia is peculiarly instructive, because they were a
mere fraction of the population when Lithuania and
Poland were first incorporated, and are now numerous
enough to appear a danger to the Empire. Neverthe-
less, even now they would hardly provoke any general
hostility if they were not swamping the middle-class
in cities. Were they content, like the Roumanians
in Hungary, to do field drudgery, their increase
would hardly have been noticed till it had become
irresistible.

It may be said that the arguments of this chapter
assume the progress of the world to be henceforth in
an opposite direction to that which has been pursued in
the past. Taking Europe, for irstance, we find here
and there the remnants of inferior peoples, whose an-
cestors were once widely spread, and whom invaders of
a higher type have exterminated or supplanted. The
Basques, the Lapps, the Letts are familiar instances;
and a very superior race, the Kelts, though they continue
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battle of Nordlingen to 46,000.”" Now it may be rash
to say that the world is really better than it was: but
it 1s undoubted, that for more than two centuries—and
even in countries where regulars were fighting against
partisans—nothing has occurred to parallel or recall
these horrors of old time. Neither is this mitigation of
war confined to Europe. Burke tells us that when
Hyder Ali ravaged the Carnatic, ““a storm of universal
fire blasted every field, consumed every house, destroyed
every temple.” When the British armies traversed this
district eighteen months later, “ through the whole line
of their march they did not see one man, not one woman,
not one child, not one four-footed beast of any descrip-
tion whatever.”® Less than a century later, when there
was a mutiny in India, which roused the worst passions
of religious fanatics and the ferocity of insurgent
soldiers, fighting with the halter round their necks,
neither the Sepoy outrages nor the terrible reprisals
of English soldiers were even comparable to Hyder
Ali’s style of warfare. The last specimen of the old
style of war was seen when the Chinese troops stamped
out rebellion in Yunnan and in Il. Now, although
it would not be wise to calculate that there will be no
revival of the old savagery, it is reasonable to expect
that the accepted practice of civilised nations will on
the whole maintain itself, and will influence the pro-
cedure of conquerors in Southern Asia, in Africa, and in
South America. Meanwhile the effect already produced
has told visibly in favour of the growth of population ;
and its chief effects have naturally been seen in the
increase of those who suffered most from war formerly.

1 Niebuhr's Lectures on Ancient History, vol. il. p. 234.
2 Burke’s Speech on the Nabob of Arcot's Debts, vol. iii. pp. 160, 161,
Bohn's ed.
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sons, the centralisation under prefects and emperor,
which Rome had imposed upon her provinces. The
German, whom Tacitus had admired, superseded the
polished, servile, and profoundly immoral society which
Tacitus and Juvenal had denounced. The cross sur-
mounting the Capitol; Telemachus sealing with his
blood the decisive protest against the atrocities of the
Coliseum ; the guild-hall taking the place of the basilica;
charitable institutions sown broadcast over the earth ;
freedom for national life everywhere, and, after a time,
freedom for industry, are the obvious contrasts between
the old order and the new." There is an element of
truth in all this, but it is not a complete statement of
the case. We are apt to forget that the process of
transformation lasted over centuries. One of the first
results of the conquest of the Roman world was that
all the highest science and thought, the tradition of the
public opinion of the best men, died out with the upper
classes, who were its depositories. In Roman law the
world lost the jurisconsult while it retained the notary ;
in the arts of construction, it kept the mason and lost
the architect; while in art, in poetry, in philosophy,
and in history, it unhappily lost everything. Whether
the Germans of a generation later than Arminius were
quite as virtuous as Tacitus thought them may reason-
ably be doubted. What admits of no doubt is, that the
Germanic conquerors of France were as vicious and sensual
as Tiberius or Vitellius, without being educated up to the
level which made a Roman patrician capable of carrying
on the government of a civilised country. Even the
times of Roman decadence give us Marcus Aurelius,

* The late Professor Maurice put these ideas very happily when he
eaid that the title of Gibbon’s great work had expressed its limitations ;
that Gibbon had understood the decline and fall of the old order, but
had not appreciated the birth of a new society.
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case assumed is, that the races of Europe have very
nearly reached the extreme limit of expansion, that
they will wrest nothing from the inhabitants of tropical
countries, and are even likely to lose a little to them,
and that when the Temperate Zone is fairly peopled,
so that immigration on a large scale will be discnuragedl
by every country, England, which unites a small terri-
tory to a dense population, will find itself face to face
with the problem how to feed and’ clothe its people.
If we assume a nation, so circumstanced, to become
stationary, as France is tending to do, that in itself
involves a very great change in character and habits
of life—a change, perhaps, quite as great as the adop-
tion of State Socialism. If, on the other hand, we
suppose, as perhaps is more probable, that the passage
to a stationary condition has to be spread over several
generations, in that case there must be some means
of supporting the ever-pressing burden of fresh lives.
The case of England has been taken because
England is of all countries that which has benefited
most by emigration, that which will suffer most when
emigration is checked, and that in which socialistic
theories have so far found least favour. There are
some European countries, like Spain and Russia, which
will admit of a very large increase within their own
boundaries, and which accordingly need not feel the
pressure of population till long after it has become
a factor in British politics. There are others again,
like France and Italy, which will perhaps readily adapt
themselves to the stationary state. Meanwhile we
may surely say of all, that it means a great deal for
them if dispersion over the earth is checked, and a
great deal also if liberty and enterprise come to be
powerfully trammelled in the country which hitherto

e g
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Socialism. It is not contended for a moment that
democracy may not be, or indeed is not likely to be, a
temporary form of political growth. What, however,
does democracy mean? Not necessarily the extinction
of hereditary kingship, for a sovereign, and even a line
of sovereigns, may be approved the best possible ex-
ponents of the popular will. Not necessarily, or per-
haps conceivably, the destruction of social inequality,
for even if a House of Lords be swept away, men who
are pre-eminent by practical ability or by wealth will
always make their superiority felt, and if they use their
power wisely may count upon a generous recognition.
What democracy seems really to mean is the vesting of
power in the people in such way that their ch&nges]
of purpose may have instantaneous effect given to them.
It is this approval of mutability which statesmen dread.
It may mean that a war will be declared wantonly, and
given up disgracefully ; that an alliance of long standing
will suddenly be discarded; that ruinous expenditure
will be incurred; that a national debt will be repu-
diated, or property confiscated to relieve temporary
pressure ; that inexperienced men will be put at the
public helm in virtue of a certain talent of voluble
speech, and a fertility in plausible expedients. Perhaps
all these dangers have been exaggerated. The most
real of all seems to be the risk of profuse expenditure ;
and even in this respect it would be difficult for a
democracy to transcend the extravagance of the old
military monarchies. At any rate, it seems likely that
two great causes will so far modify the democratic un-
rest as to make political society in the rather distant
future more stable, more wary, and more compactly
cemented than it is now. In the first place, the growth {
of mew military powers, such as China, or the augmen- |
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and to be prepared at a moment’s notice for defence or
aggression. This, however, implies a strong and toler-
ably permanent Executive. The cases of the United
States of America and of England offer no parallel to
the condition of the continent of Europe, of Asia, and
of part at least of Africa. The United States have no
neichbour who can threaten them, and can afford to run
the risk of being over-mastered at sea for a few weeks.
The Power that ventured on such an experiment would
be apt to expiate its short-lived triumph severely. Eng-
land has a first line of defence for her own shores in her
navy. But England is compelled, even now, to keep her
Indian army more efficient and more easily mobilised
than her forces at home; and this obligation will grow
upon her with every decade. For the rest of the world
outside the American continent, something like the
state of preparation in which France, Germany, Austria,
Russia, and Italy keep themselves at present, seems to
be inevitable to all time. Even if a general reduction
of armaments were agreed to, it is doubtful if it would
much alter the equilibrium. One administration would
always be in advance of another, by giving more instrue-
tion during the same term of service in the militia; so
that, when war was declared, it would have an advan-
tage of six weeks over an opponent. But, beyond this,
it is difficult to conceive how a great reduction of arma-
ments could ever be effected. Russia, for instance, may
need less defence than was once the case on the side of
Turkey and Sweden ; but she has to guard an infinitely
larger frontier against Germany and Austria, against
England and China, and against the allies which any
one of these powers might succeed in influencing. From
the moment China becomes as strong as Roumania is

now—rthat is, can dispose of a corps of 100,000 trained
I
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more than an ordinary militia may be fairly questioned.
It may be conceded that they were less than regulars,
and they were accordingly beaten, not dishonourably,
but decisively, at Bunker's Hill, at Brooklyn, at Chatter-
ton’s Hill, at Germantown, at Brandywine, at Camden,
and at Guildford, though the English generals were never
more than second-rate, though half the English troops
were (German mercenaries, and though the Americans
latterly were, of course, trained soldiers. The one great
success that the militia really achieved was in the third
year of the war, when, with an army of 13,216 effectives,
it obliged a British force of 3500 to capitulate at Sara-
toga. Except for the support of the French army
under Rochambeau, it i1s more than doubtful if the
Americans could have maintained the struggle in the
last year of the war against an English army which
never mustered more than 8000 in the field. In this
instance, we must bear in mind that the Americans,
from their great poverty, were unable to keep their
forces together the whole year round, so as to give
them the habit of concerted action which distinguishes
regular from irregular troops. In 1812 their militia did
incomparably worse against the veterans sent out under
Ross of Bladensburg, and a little body of 4500 men
marched where 1t liked, defeated armies of 7400 and
6400 successively, burnt Washington, and would prob-
ably have taken Baltimore in the teeth of 15,000
militia, if the enemy had not sunk ships to make the
co-operation of the British fleet impossible. It may be
said that the same year witnessed the defeat of a
highly-trained British force under Pakenham before
New Orleans. In that case 6000 men, without artillery,
and without fascines or scaling ladders, were hurled
against strong works defended by twice the number, and
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less demoralised. The work of reorganising it was
constantly going on. ““The regulation of the infantry
manceuvres of 1791,” says Foy, “is a model of concision
and clearness,” and he explains that in that year a
change, bringing privates into closer contact with their
officers, was introduced.’ “If in 1792,” says Napoleon,
“ France repelled the aggression of the first coalition, 1t
is because she had had three years to prepare in, and in
which to levy 200 battalions of the National Guard ; it
is because she was only attacked by armies of at most
100,000 men. If 800,000 men had marched under the
orders of the Duke of Brunswick, Paris would have
been taken, in spite of the energy and the onward rush
of the nation.”* What really happened then in 1792 is
that a very inadequate though efficient army, under the
Duke of Brunswick, prepared to march upon Paris,
capturing fortresses and defeating armies on its way.
The French troops, though not good enough to be called
soldiers, were a great deal better than volunteers. They
consisted partly of regiments out of the old army, and
partly of the National Guard, under experienced officers.
Dumouriez, Kellerman, Rochambean, Lafayette, Luckner,
Montesquien, Dillon, Beurnonville, Custine, Biron, and
Beaurepaire—the men who are responsible for the failures
and successes of 1792—were all old officers of the aristo-
cratic végime. They could not at first give cohesion or
self-confidence to the troops under them. Brunswick’s
army advanced, taking Longwy and Verdun, and win-
ning two victories at Grand-Pré and Vaux,—in the
latter of which 1500 Prussian hussars scattered a whole
corps of 10,000 men in a disorderly flicht which carried

! Foy, Guerre de la Péninsule, tome i. p. 109. Compare Stephen’s
French Revolution, vol. ii. pp. 197-200, and 451.
* Napoleon, Notes et Mélanges, tome ii. p. 204, edition of 1823,
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States—suppositions which are at least possible—we can

 hardly suppose that they will be without influence upon

the States of European growth. The conquest of India
not only introduced the Nabob into English society, but
naturalised the vulgar profusion to which adventurers in
the Hast had become accustomed. Algeria was a very
small province to have any effect on French society,
but many Frenchmen declare that it infected their
soldiers with what is known in France as “the vice
of Algeria.” To take the strongest instance of all, no
one can doubt that the planters and mean whites of
the Southern States were powerfully modified by their
contact with the black race, becoming imperious, licen-
tious, and disdainful of patient toil. It is the habit
in England to assume that the reprobation of Chinese
vice—ifrom opium-eating and gambling to nameless im-
morality—which Australians and Californians feel is mere
political affectation, because there is a vicious white class
in every great city. The fact, however, is, that a com-
munity is distinetly injured by the introduction of new
forms of immorality, which attract some for whom the
old would have no fascinations. In all the instances
cited, the foreign element and influence have heen
comparatively weak. If, however, China were organ-
ised, as she is likely to be ; if her flag floated on every
sea, and her naval officers visited every great port as
honoured guests; if her army was an important factor
in the peace of the world, and her diplomatists respected
in consequence ; if her commerce was world-wide; if
her literature was achieving a success of esteem for
style and thought, it is inconceivable that these in-
fluences would not tell upon the character and conduct
of mankind. It is not assumed that this effect would
necessarily be all evil. ~The Chinaman might, for
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the worst workmen go, and where these receive wages
which would be thought high in China, Chinamen at
home could do incomparably better, if they worked in
establishments fitted up with the best machinery, and
were directed by foremen knowing the European taste.
Does any one doubt that the day is at hand when China
will have cheap fuel from her coal-mines, cheap trans-
port by railways and steamers, and will have founded
technical schools to develop her industries? Whenever
that day comes, she may wrest the control of the world’s
markets, especially throughout Asia, from England and
Germany. The alternative will be that England—
having adopted and developed the principles of State
Socialism—will enforce a rigidly protective tariff against
the cheap industry of her rival. How far this can be
practicable with the races subject to England may be a
question. The Hindoo may strongly resent having to
purchase English muslins, if he can get a better article
at half the price from Canton. What, however, it is
really important to notice is, that a reversion by England
to a protective tariff would be a very powerful modifica-
tion of English thought and policy ; and, if there be
any truth in Free Trade, would be financially disastrous
to England herself in the long run.  Probably, however,
it would be evaded, as regarded the East, by the estab-
lishment of Chinese factories upon English soil in some
part of the Straits Settlements.

It will be observed that both the changes at work
within English society and the change resulting from
the organisation of labour in the Black and Yellow Belt
will tend to intensify toil, and to diffuse it more uni-
formly throughout the strata of society. Socialism,
however, is aiming at something very different. Its
desire is to abolish competition, to secure a fair day’s
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and that all should have a little sunshine, some respite
from toil during their early years? There is so little
in all this that is extravagant, that in fact everything
suggested is being cared for in one country or another
by philanthropists or the law, It would, no doubt, be
a great step to see all carried out together in the same
society, but it would not be as great a change as the
transition from slavery to free labour has been.

For Europe and North America to be brought up to
this state of development—other things being as they
are—would imply a levelling-up of wages that is not at
first sight impossible.  Practically, the highest-paid
artisans hold their own in the race for supremacy, so
that England and the United States have nothing to
fear from the competition of Russia and Austria. In-
deed, in America the opportunities of money-making
afforded by a young country are so great, that private
enterprise 1s not as yet seriously threatened by Socialism,
except in the bastard form of Protection. In England
the principle that men who will work must not starve
has always been admitted, though in a somewhat grudg-
ing fashion : law and the unions are limiting the hours
of labour and fixing the wage-rate; and little remains
to be done beyond providing State employment on a
large scale. Probably the Continental workman would
require to be content with a little less than his rival in
Birmingham or Manchester, because his employer would
have to get similar results to the English on a larger
expenditure upon coal ; but it cannot be impossible to
adjust differences of this kind. In that case, we may
assume that all the races possessed of the same, or
nearly the same civilisation, will belong, so to speak, to
the same trades-union, so far as production is concerned,
but will more or less rigidly exclude one another’s

. —
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be punished in any civilised State as sacrilege. No
administration, however, finds it necessary in these
days to protect the convictions of its citizens from
deliberate insult, except in the rare cases where the
Church is practically stronger than the State, and where
the war of faiths is carried on under something like the
old conditions. To all appearance the liberty granted
might with safety be greater than it is. The line of
demareation between the late Dr. Matthew Arnold
comparing the Trinity to three Lord Shaftesburys,'
and the late Mr. Bradlaugh comparing it to a monkey
with three tails, is rather one of literary style than
of reverence; and it is difficult to see why the two
offenders were so differently punished. Meanwhile, it
i3 instructive to notice that these two sallies of irrever-
ence, and a few lines by Mr. Swinburne, are all that
represent the sacrilegious spirit in Englishmen who
have taken any noticeable place among their country-
men during the last fifty years, though the temper of
the times is believed to be sceptical, and even aggres-
sively irreligious. |

It would be easy to give plausible grounds for sup-
posing that the absence of Church control, though it
always led to excesses when it first ceased, has in the
long run been attended with advantage to sexual purity.
There are certain patent facts which give colour to this
supposition. England has not seen for two centuries
such a Court as that which Hamilton deseribed in the
Memoirs of Grammont, and whose tone was reflected in
Wycherley’s comedies. The days when the wits of the
Rolliad made it their inexhaustible joke against Pitt
that he led a cleanly life, seem as far off as the days of
Charles 11, and it is popularly assumed now that public

U Literature and Dogma, pp. 306, 307,
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man’s material needs, This, however, cannot be said
of slavery. It has habitually been so cruel that the
weaker races, like Caribs and other American Indians,
have died out or declined under it, and even so strong
a race as the negro could not maintain itself in the
West Indian Islands under British rule.! Again, slavery
has been the fertile cause of sexual immorality, the
master practically doing as he pleased with his female
slaves, even to the extent of taking married women
from their husbands. Lastly, the slave system was
inherently regardless of family ties, so that even in
the Southern States Virginia was a mere breeding-place,
out of which the members of one household were sold
into every part of the country. Now it is true that
an exceptional churchman, like Las Casas, has now and
again denounced slavery in unsparing terms, or has even
devoted his life to a crusade against it. It may also
be claimed for some particular Churches that they have
in their corporate capacity done a good deal to improve
the position of the slave. The Roman Catholic Church,
for instance, has habitually treated black and white as
equals before the altar, and the Independent Smith, the
Wesleyan Shrewsbury, and the Baptist Underhill did
good work in exposing the cruelties of the Demerara,
Jamaica, and Barbadoes planters. Habitually, however,
in countries where slavery was established, the Churches
have acquiesced in it as the natural order of things,
have perhaps vindicated its divine original, have thrown
in their weight against its abolition, and have not even
protested solemnly that the marriage-tie was sacred, or

1 Between 1817-1822 and 1827-1832, in an average term of twelve
years, the slaves registered in the West India Islands diminished in a
population of 558,194 by 60,219 wear and tear, and exclusive of manu-

missions.— * Parliamentary Papers,” quoted in Appendix to Memoirs of
Buzton, Compare M. Lewis's Journal, pp. 50, 140, 141.
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that religious instruction ought to be imparted. In the
latter days of North American slavery, an opinion that
religious negroes were more tricky and idle than others
became prevalent, and led to the withdrawal of religious
teaching on many estates—the Churches making no
protest.’ Now it may be granted that the Churches
were not called upon to denounce the unrighteousness
of the sin of slavery while it was tolerated by the State.
Bishops and pastors have to take the world as they find
it in many matters, and the great majority in a slave
State are likely to have been honestly in favour of an
institution with which they were familiar from child-
hood. Still, even moderate men have always accounted
it a blot on the great Christian sects, that in their
desire not to lose their influence over the propertied
classes they have habitually refrained from inculeating
humanity, purity, and regard for family ties, except in a
very general and abstract way. At any rate, the credit
of abolishing the slave-trade, of freeing the slave by
war in the United States, and by legal reforms in other
countries, has been left essentially to secular politicians.
The negro race is not that which has profited most by
the abolition of slavery. The white labourer is even
a greater gainer by the fact that he is no longer forced
to compete with the products of unremunerated toil,
and a disgrace that was reflected on all manual labour
has been removed. The industrial classes have to thank
the State everywhere for this reform, and, to say the
least, owe no gratitude to the Churches.

In this matter of slavery, and in the cognate ques-
tion of the right of workmen to unite in Trades-Unions
that they may raise the rate of wages, what we have to

! See Olmsted’s Journeys in the Cotton Kingdom, vol. ii, pp. 212-229,
and Kemble’s Journal of Residence on @ Georgian Plantation, pp. 342, 346.
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to posterity ; and we have to remember that the secular
clergy as a body had no tradition of opposition to learn-
ing, and that the Benedictines in particular have a
splendid record—chiefly it is true for later times—of
devotion to studies bearing upon ecclesiastical matters.
Still, the broad fact remains, that the Church of the
Middle Ages did not of set purpose promote learning of
a secular kind beyond what was necessary for the vulgar
needs of life; and that when there was a revival of
learning, the scholars and the clergy were soon at feud.
Bishop Pecock, for instance, was disgraced for teaching
that faith rested upon reason; Reuchlin was fiercely
attacked for studying Hebrew ; and Ramus silenced for
attacking the old logic. It fared no better with the
precursors of scientific anatomy and the founders of
astronomical science. Looking back, it is easy for us to
say that the Church was unwise in its policy of attacking
the new learning, which was certain to establish itself;
yet this view is not indisputable. If the Church could
have silenced a handful of scholars and scientific men,
it would probably be the Universal Church at this day.
If its rulers believed that the life of men beyond the
grave was more important to them than their present
enlightenment, they were justified in putting free inquiry
down by the axe and by the stake.

After three centuries the opposition of all the Chris-
tian Churches to education not directed by themselves
is as marked as it ever was. It is not now a question
of the liberty to publish treatises that will only be read
in the first instance by a highly educated minority, but
of opening the gates of knowledge to every child. To
the politician of western Europe, of America, or Australia,
the question presents itself as a very simple one. The
educated workman can use his powers more efficiently
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than the uneducated ; the educated soldier is more than
a match for the drilled barbarian, other things being
equal ; and there is, as a rule, less ecrime in an educated
community.! Sound schools of every kind are therefore
not a mere luxury or convenience but a condition of
national existence. Practically, the statesman in every
country would gladly enlist the clergy on the side of
education if he could do it by concessions that were not
destructive of his purpose. Practically, the clergy in
every country demand the control of the schools; and
while they are willing to teach the elements of know-
ledge, desire above all to send out the scholars entrusted
to them saturated with a superficial and gross theology.
The battle, of course, varies in different countries. In
parts of South America the clergy have succeeded in
keeping the schools in their own hands, and these are
among the most backward States on that continent; in
Belgium they would compound for the liberty to drive
out a teacher they dislike, and to interfere as they
choose in school hours ; in England they are united in
dislike of Board or quasi-secular schools, and aspire to
prohibit any improvements that may make these danger-
ously attractive. In Holland they have actually suc-
ceeded in securing a return to pure denominationalism.
In Ontario the Church of Rome, in the first instance,
procured an exceptional right for those of its members
who were not within a certain distance of a Catholic
school to remain uneducated;® and the Protest-

1 My impression is that the great causes of crime are want and
congenital predisposition. Education has a tendency to reduce want

and to inspire a keener fear of consequences, More perhaps cannot be

claimed for it.

2 (atholies in Ontario cannot be compelled to attend any school,
unless they reside in a separate school section, ie. in a section in which
there is a school of their own denomination.—School Act of 1871,

§ 3.
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by the teaching of history, that the character cannot
suffer becanse the mind is cleared, may admit that no
great experiment is so absolutely successful at once as
to make cavil impossible. Still, when all abatements
have been made, the success achieved by the secular
system is enormous. It is now the State everywhere
which is fascinating every family by proffering the
biton de maréchal to its children, as it forces upon
them an education that will fit them to rise to wealth
and dignity. More and more the State is endeavouring
to do this work costlessly, or at the smallest possible
cost to the parent. Can we wonder if all the world
over it is superseding the Church in its hold on popular
imagination. It is still true that the peasant’s son may
rise to be Bishop, Cardinal, or Pope ; but it is no longer
trne—even proximately—that the secular lottery offers
only blanks to the poor man’s son. In the United
States, where primary education was well developed
before the higher education had struck roots, every
avenue of success 1s not only theoretically but prac-
tically open to the son of the poorest labourer ;
he may be head of department, general, judge, or
president. Every State in the civilised world is ap-
proximating to this model. Every Church is propor-
tionately weaker in the capacity to stir the democratic
fibre.

It would be easy, if we pursued the comparison of
State and Church ideals, to show that the State has
taken the larger, more liberal, and more tender view of
the relations of the weak to the strong. The Church

ndoubtedly forbade infanticide, but it has habitually
left children under the parental control, even when this
was capricious or intolerably severe. It is the State
that has interposed to prevent the child’s strength from

i
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being overtaxed, and to insist that it shall receive
proper education. The Churches from all time have
treated the wife as the handmaid of the husband ;
bound to submit to ill-treatment, to spoilation, and to
unfaithfulness at his hands, with none or with the
slightest possible redress. The State has insensibly
remodelled its customs till a woman in every civilised
country can own property, can live apart from her
husband, and in certain cases can retain the guardian-
ship of her children. In these instances the State has
done little more than many excellent though not typical
churchmen have always desired to see done. In one
remarkable particular, secular politicians deserve the
credit of having discerned and successfully applied a
new principle in morality—the duty of tenderness to
the brute creation. No doubt it has always been
natural for good men to feel compassion for everything
that is capable of suffering; but even men like St.
Anselm and St. Francis,' who felt this instinctively,
never raised it to the rank of a religious obligation. In
one remarkable instance—the opposition to vivisection
for scientific purposes—the reformers have proceeded on
“the transcendental ground that humanity at large has
no right to purchase relief from its own suffering by
torturing the helpless. The question is not whether all
these changes are maturely thought out and adminis-
tered with the wisest possible limitations. The broad
fact can hardly be disputed that secular civilisation,
““ the wisdom and the wit of this world,”* is informed
with a moral purpose, and is steadily working out
what we may call the Christian law of life, though it

1 Eadmer, Vita Anselmi, lib. ii. cap. il §§ 27, 28; Milman's
Latin Christiantty, vol. iv. p. 269,
2 Sermons by Dean Chuwrch, p. 120,




v SOME ADVANTAGES OF NATIONAL FEELING z19

respects human liberty so profoundly that it shivers
and shrinks back repeatedly before it ventures to step
within the sphere of spiritual activity. The advocates
of Church authority and of individual lawlessness unite
to denounce as violations of freedom every fresh act of
that impassive, ever-dilating power which rends asunder
the unrighteous contract between employer and servant,
between landlord and tenant, which protects the
child from degradation and rescues the woman from
misuse ; but the trust of citizens in the justice of human
soclety grows stronger as the powers of the State are
enlarced. The love of an Englishman for his country
in old days might be little more than love for the land
in which men of his own tongue governed themselves and
kept their homes from the foreign enemy. He might be
at the mercy of corrupt officials, governed by harsh laws,
weighted by oppressive taxation, and without the possi-
bility of rising in any service but that of the Church.
The love of any man speaking the English tongue for
his country is now for a land that can give him ampler
protection than his fathers ever dreamed of, that invests
him with the prestige of a dominant race, that adjusts
his public burdens so as to be least onerous, that gives
him the right to assist in making the laws, that pro-
tects him against his own weakness, and offers him the
means to start on equal terms in the race for honour
or wealth. Merely the dream of what a country might
be has transformed ignorant men, serving foreibly in
the hostile ranks, into heroes that fell where they stood
sooner than drive back the army of liberation ; and has
transfigured prosaic women into heroines, who gave son
after son to the national cause. Is it wonderful if the
prodigies of Hungarian and Italian heroism have been
more than matched in America, where there was a country

PRSI .
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of noble memories with a settled government and wise
liberties to maintain ?

Only two causes seem likely to interfere with the
growth of national feeling. On the one hand, the great
body of the citizens may be more interested in industrial
organisations stretching over the whole earth; and on
the other hand, the dream of a few thinkers, that we
shall rise beyond the nation as we have risen beyond
the family, the tribe, and the province, may come to be
realised. - The first is the more immediate danger. It is
possible to suppose the great body of artisans, for
instance, taking a supreme interest in the claims of the
various trades, and attaching only a secondary import-
ance to the different countries in which individual
members happen . to live. Something of this kind is
discernible at present. If we can assume that it will
extend, it might conceivably happen that a whole
labouring population would decide to repudiate burdens
of purely national concern, and would migrate freely
from the State, if they were outvoted, sooner than
submit to any inconvenient pressure. That a man
should be first a Trades-Unionist, and only in the
second place an Englishman or Australian, would not
be in itself more remarkable than the spectacle, which
has often been witnessed, of men who were first Catholics
and only Englishmen or Frenchmen when the claims of
the Church were satisfied. It is difficult to conceive,
however, that men will ever attach themselves as
devotedly to a Trades-Union, wise and dignified though
it may be, as they did in times past to the Church,
which gave them a great deal in this world, and
promised them everything in the next. It must be
borne in mind, too, that while the State professes to
reconcile or adjust conflicting interests, no trades
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for them. There are, of course, some who dream that
the whole human race will be united into one grand
federation. Visions of this sort, if they are ever realised,
can only be so in so distant a future that it is scarcely
worth while to disecuss them. It may be observed,
however, that there seem to be certain limits to national
growth which no policy however imperial can trans-
cend. It is fashionable to lament the infatuation of the
British counsels that severed the conmection of the
American colonies with Great Britain: and no one at
this day would care to defend George III., or Grenville,
or Lord North. None the less it may be doubted
whether the colonies could have borne the strain of the
French war in which England engaged a few years
later; and more generally, whether England has not
done better for herself in India, Africa, and Australia,
from having an absolutely free hand. At this moment
Australia and England are united in a manner that
oratifies sentiment and interest, and entails no particular
obligation on either party to the union. The Australian
colonies are protected to some extent by the prestige of
imperial power, and attract English capital rather more
freely than they would do if they were independent.
England gets the repute of Empire, and the advantage
that trade follows the flag, and the certainty that, in
the case of another Indian Mutiny, she could call up
thousands to her standard from an adjoining continent,
whereas, if the colonies were independent, the Irish
element would be actively sympathising with whatever
was hostile to Great Britain. If, however, the dream
of some English theorists were accomplished, so that
Australia ‘exchanged a very satisfactory form of self-
government for representation in an imperial senate,
the loss to the great dependency would be incalculable.
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The best men would be taken away to a distant country,
would lose touch of their own proper countrymen, and
even if they clearly saw what was good for Australia,
would be perpetually compelled to compromise and
accept what was best for the Empire. The result would
be an angry separation in a very short term of years.
Nevertheless, the interests of Australia and Great
Britain would be incomparably more easy to reconcile
in a British Parliament than the interests of the whole
world in a general council. Putting aside the union of
the human race as chimerical, is it possible to concerve
even the Germanic race—including Germany, Scandi-
navia, and Holland, with the British Empire and the
United States—combining for such simple purposes as
the preservation of the world’s peace, or to procure
Free Trade, or a common system of Protection? Yet
these people have a common origin, cognate tongues, to
a great extent a common religion, and might conceiv-
ably arrange their commercial interests so as not to
clash violently. The difficulty is that each would feel
it was surrendering more than it gave. The citizen of
California wounld object to being taxed that a Russian
attack on Herat might be repulsed ; and the Australian
would not care to guarantee Alsace and Lorraine. The
chances are as great that some powers which are now un-
wieldy will be broken up, as that others will increase their
boundaries ; and that any but a compact dominion will
be kept together under a centralised form of government
seems difficult to believe. The best we can hope is, that
the federal principle will be developed, and that interna-
tional arbitration will become more and more practicable.

Dr. Matthew Arnold circulated a story that a cate-
chism used in French schools, after enumerating the
various benefits of civic society, asks the question, “ Who
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gives you all this?” and makes answer, “the State.”
Mr. Hamerton has shown that this story is substantially
incorrect, and that all that can be said is, that in a
single manual, which teachers are allowed but not
obliged to use, something of this sort may perhaps be
found with the words ““the country” in place of “the
State.”' It is surely permissible to inquire whether
teaching of this sort, instead of being ridiculed as
superficial, denounced as irreligious, or condemned for
placing the Commonwealth in a place of honour that
belongs to the parents, ought not to be enforced in
every school. A child, whose parents do their duty by
it in a spirit of tenderness, is never likely to be insen-
sible in after-life of what it has owed them. It is useful,
no doubt, to inculeate filial reverence at schools, but it
is really taught in homes. On the other hand, the
more general teaching, that all good things come from
God, ought not to exclude the obvious fact that God
works upon human society through the agency of men
and women, that is, through parents, and through the
civil power. Whatever may have been the case in old
days, a child’s obligations to the State are now infinite.
The State watches over the infant life from birth; pro-
vides that the growing child is not stunted by excessive
toil, is properly clothed and fed, and is so educated as
to have a fair start in life; it assures the adult against
starvation, protects him from foreign enemies, from
tyrannical employers, and from the criminal classes that
prey upon property ; it secures him liberty of thought
and faith, and it offers him the means of safe and easy
insurance against illness or death.* It is constantly

| Hamerton’s French and English, pp. 194-196.
2 Of course, no one State does all this; but the exceptions are so
trifling that it has seemed not misleading to speak generally,
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for having, as is supposed, ordered the death of sons
whom they not unreasonably regarded as a menace to
the highest good of the country.! On the other hand,
as late as the thirteenth century the Church Courts in
England ruled that a husband could transfer his wife to
another man for a period determinable at the recipient’s
pleasure.” The right of selling a ward’s marriage was
among the most profitable incidents of feudal tenure;
and the ward was so far better off than the natural
child, that a guardian was bound to choose the husband
in her own rank. In England it is probably correct to
say that the consent of the parties has always been the
first thing considered, and the consent of the parents
nothing more than a necessary formality, without which
the marriage of minors could not be valid. As, how-
ever, a girl of seven might be betrothed in medizeval
England,® and as down to a later time the marriages of
mere children were still common, the parental authority
was practically absolute ; and to marry without the con-
sent of the parents was regarded as an outrage upon

1 Motley seems to ineline to the belief that Philip contrived his son’s
death (Rise of Dutch Republic, p. 403). Ranke and Sir W. Stirling-Maxwell
describe the death as natural, but mention the charges against Philip
(Spanish Empire, p. 34, and Life of Don John, i. pp. 74, 75). The
essential point is, that Philip has generally been believed guilty. As
regards Peter the Great, Coxe decides against Peter (Northern Tour, vol.
ii. pp. 308-315). Kelly takes it as proved (History of Russia, chap. xxvii.)
Oustrialoff, of course, accepts the official story, that the Tearevitch died of
apoplexy (Hist. of Russia, il. p. 84); and Schuyler apparently thinks
that he died of the consequences of torture, while it was still doubtful if
Peter would carry the sentence of death into execution (Peter the Greaf,
vol. il. pp. 431-433).

2 Qee John Comoy’s grant of his wife : “Noveritis me tradidisse et
dimisisse spontanei voluntate mefl domino Gul. Paynell militi Margaretam
nxorem meam . . . et concedo quod praedicta Margareta sit et maneat
cum praedicto Gulielmo pro voluntate ipsius Gulielmi.”— Rot. Parl, vol. i
p. 146,

5 « A1l persons who had completed their seventh year were held
competent to contract espousals.”—Reeve's History of English Law, vol.
v, p. 53.
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French system to understand what it has really been,
and how many of the noblest and best women in a
country distinguished for its women have entered upon
congenial lives in this manner. In its practical render-
ing by the best people the mariage de convenance has
always meant the marriage in which the conditions
of family happiness were based upon high character,
suitability of circumstances, and, if possible, old family
friendships. St. Simon tells us that when he first
thought of marrying he fixed upon the daughter of
an old friend, though he had never so much as seen
the lady, because his veneration for the father’s char-
acter led him to believe that he could not go wrong
in choosing from such a stock.! Mdme. de Sévigné’s
danghter, Mdme. de Grignan, tells us of a betrothal
which was arranged after this fashion: “The fathers
at the fireside were talking over the perfections of
their children (a son and daughter respectively),
when M. de St. Aignan said, ‘ We ought to bring
together two persons so worthy of one another.” ¢I
am willing, said Sanguin; ‘shake hands on it.’”?
These no doubt are instances from the old régime
and from the aristocratic class:; but if we take the
bourgeoisie at the time just preceding the Revolution,
we shall find very much the same course of procedure,
though the parental authority is perhaps a little less
marked. Mdme., Roland tells us that most of her
suitors proposed for her to her parents, before they

! St. Simon adds, that when he found the eldest daughter other-
wise arranged for, he proposed to wait till a younger sister should be
of age to marry.—Mémoires de St. Simon, tome i. c. viii, Lord Burleigh
in the Precepts addressed to his son goes on the same lines as St.

Simon. In choosing a wife, he directs Robert Cecil to “enquire

diligently of her disposition, and how her parents have been inelined
in their youth.”

* Lettres de Mdme. dz Sévigné, December 22, 1677.
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the confidante of her mature son in all his follies and his
plans, which so consecrates filial piety that it is the one
virtue which it is not permitted to smile at, and which
so glorifies the family surroundings that the emigrant,
however prosperous, always wanders back at last to the
village in which his race is settled. It will be very
marvellous if the present cordial relations of parents
and children in France survive marriages of inclination,
and their correlative, the law making marriage dissoluble.

Till very lately the law was careful not to interfere
between parents and children. It was held that the
parents, so long as they cared for the lives of their
offspring, had an absolute right to decide how they
should be brought up. The single exception in England
to this rule has been in the case of heirs to property
whose future social condition might be impaired if
they were left in the hands of an immoral or atheistic
parent." It was under the operation of this principle
that Shelley was deprived of his children, and there
seems no reason for supposing that the law was not
administered with perfect fairness in that particular
case. Indeed, there has been a more complete instance
of its application in later times, when daughters were
taken from a mother’s guardianship and transferred to
their father’s care, because the odium attaching to their
mother’s opinions might affect their prospects in mar-
riage.” The anomaly which the English law embodied
was too monstrous to endure. On the one hand, any
child not entitled to property was left absolutely in the

! In the case of Wellesley v. The Duke of Beaufort it was stated, how-
ever, that in reality the jurisdiction of the Court was over all the children
in the realm, and was only not exercised in all cases because it was not
all children who possessed an estate which required the protection of the
Court,

* The case of Besant v, Besand,
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hands of a parent who might he brutal and immoral,
who was often careless and lax. A girl—to take the
strongest and most probable case of wrong—might be
brought up ignorant of the most rudimentary knowledge,
a Pagan in faith, without sufficient food or clothing,
without the common decencies of life in her home, and
might be forced to drudge in the fields, or at a loom
from her tenderest years. As she grew older, the law
did not safegnard her in any eflicient way from being
forced to earn money by prostitution, though it never
of course actually sanctioned this. That the great
nations of the world are as good as they are, shows that
parents have for the most part treasured the honour of
~the family in a rude but sufficient fashion. On the
other hand, that every country has been scourged with
a criminal class that defied punishment and Church
restraints is conclusive proof that in many families the
parents have been untrustworthy guardians of their
children’s characters. It has, however, been the healths
and the minds of children that have suffered most under
the enormous powers delegated to the family. Most of
the labour to which the young can be put is either
brutalising or unhealthy. Work in isolation, such as
tending sheep or scaring birds, is apt to make the bram
torpid ; the work in gangs, while it endured, was
actually demoralising ; and for children, who need fresh
air and exercise, work over a loom or in a stifling room
can only be carried on at the cost of vitality. Never-
theless, the necessity for the parent to make money by
his children’s earnings has habitually been so great that
he has used his authority simply to compel labour. The
State has interposed in the last resort, and not without
many misgivings, because the interests of its future men
and women—their health and mental equipment—were
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supplemented, it may be, by State meals, and the child,
already drilled by the State, passing out from school
into the State workshop. To whatever extent all this
takes place, it will increase the parent’s freedom, will
relieve the mother from the incessant watchfulness
which a household now entails, and will set the father
free to work less or to choose more congenial work.
Here again it is easy to see that there may be good and
evil in the change. Mrs. Grote has hinted at a common
opinion, most often left unexpressed, that a man of
genius is wise to take a mistress rather than a wife,
in order that he may live for his art and not for his
family ;' and Mr. Hamerton in a more temperate
argument has pointed out that < the married man never
goes, or hardly ever goes, on the same intellectual lines
which he would have followed if he had remained a
bachelor.”* Now, some of the cases Mr. Hamerton
puts—where a man having married a rich wife, sacrifices
his career to her wishes, or where, having married an
extravagant wife, he toils for her luxury—are cases that
only concern a few persons. But the need of providing
for children is a constant source of excessive toil and
impoverishment. If fathers generally come to feel this
obligation less and less, it will certainly leave them
freer to consider their own pleasures, or, it may be,
their own capacity for good work. They will lose
what is sometimes a wholesome discipline; they will
be relieved from what is often a burden heavy to
bear. ‘

Now, when we have discarded all that was temporary
in the old system of family relations—the need of
defence against enemies, the obligation of a common

! Grote's Life of Ary Scheffer, p. 49. Cf. p. 91,
¢ Hamerton, The Intellectual Life. Part vii. letter v.
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Incomparably more important than even the right
of holding public meetings has been the permission
habitually accorded to refugees from one country to
become naturalised in another. The right of asylum
is perhaps more likely to be extended than withheld.
The enthusiasts who make changes are, however, as a
rule, not wealthy, and in the rare cases where a rich
man is a reformer it is commonly difficult for him to
transport his property, unless he has been making pro-
vision for the worst with almost unexampled caution.
If we take some of the great emigrations, for con-
science’ sake, during the last three centuries, it is
obvious that the Flemings, the French Huguenots, and
the Palatines could not have settled in England and
Ireland if they had not been allowed to work at the
industries they were acquainted with. Similarly, if the
Irish Catholics, who swarmed into France and Spain
during part of the eighteenth century, had been denied
everything but the right to be food for powder, the
influx could never have assumed the vast propor-
tions it did. Now there are many signs at present
that the employment of aliens is getting to be
regarded with disfavour all the world over by profes-
sional men and by artisans. Habitually, in the case
of the learned professions, the State, influenced by
native protectionists, professes to be alarmed lest un-
qualified persons should trade upon the ecredulity
of the public, and declines to recognise, or only par-
tially recognises, those who have not the hall-marks
of its own degrees. The excuse is sometimes ex-
ceedingly plausible.  Thus, for instance, the Medical
Board in Vietoria has refused to register a Chinese
doctor with a diploma from a medical school in
China on the ground that he had not studied ana-
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On the whole, it seems difficult to suppose that the
criticism of taste will be more discriminative, more
independent of contemporary fashion, or more original
and suggestive than the criticism of the last century has
been. Moreover, if, as this argument has attempted to
prove, there is likely to be a general decline in the
poetic faculty, criticism will have to occupy itself with
worse material, for contemporary writers are after all
those with whom the age is bound to be most
conversant. Whether men of scholarly taste are even
likely to hold their ground as society becomes more
distinctly industrial in its tone, and if means are taken
to prevent the transmission of easy fortunes, may be
fairly doubted ; but already the men who are conversant
with our old literature are comparatively rare, and the
scholars who can appreciate an old classic—Sophocles,
(Catullus, or Dante—are too few to make any impres-
sion on thought. As classical studies are gradually
eliminated from all but a few schools, they will become
raver still. In the English colonies I have known, the
tendency is to tolerate University training as a necessity
for professional men, but to regard primary school educa-
tion, or something only a little above it, as sufficient for
all the needs of practical men and men of the world.
Indeed, high schools in Australia seem to be maintained
chiefly because some people like their children to have
the distinetion of a rather costly training, because a few
others intend to send their sons and daughters into
professions, and because a good many find it convenient
to keep their children of a certain age away from home
during the day. Now, the primary school reader of
commerce and of educational use has been brought to
very great perfection by different editors, and contains
a fair sample of what children of thirteen or fourteen
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ten years sooner than it would have been, because the
press gave opportunities for discussing it freely. So
abstruse an idea as Hare's, of the representation of
minorities, would probably be as forgotten by this time
as Harrington’s theories, if the press had not from time
to time revived it for controversy or advocacy. A
thinker, like Hobbes or Harrington, would have gained
little in immediate notoriety by writing for the
Mercury of the day; and would have lost everything
in permanent consideration. At present, there 1s no
man contemplating any immediate reform, who may
not reasonably balance in his own mind whether he
will not exert more influence through a newspaper
with a large or an influential circulation than through
a book. If he is important enough to be assured that
the press will discuss his book adequately, or if his
subject is too complicated and wvast for newspaper
articles, he will naturally prefer the less ephemeral
form. Cases of another kind are, however, the more
numerous, and to a man who feels that his volume,
that has cost years of preparation, may probably only
get a success of esteem—half a dozen favourable
notices and three months of circulating library exist-
ence—the temptation to write in the form that is
certain to count readers by thousands, and likely to
provoke discussion, is very great, even if his motives
are purely disinterested. If, like many authors, he lives
to some extent by his pen, the attraction of journalism
is incomparably stronger. A list of really successful
books that have paid nothing or very little to their
authors would include some names of distinction,
and many of men who might have done reasonably
well if they had put their thoughts into an ephemeral
form. .

ey,
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Now, that the press, being as it is bound to be a
great power in modern society, should be perpetually
recruited from the best thinking ability of the day is
in itself highly desirable. What we are bound, how-
ever, to regard as an offset to the manifest advantages
of the free promulgation and discussion of public
matters, is the fact that the journalist’s work, calculated
as it is for the day’s needs, is rarely sufficient for any-
thing beyond. In some cases a man employed for a
time on the press has also done permanent work, and
the reverence attaching to his name has caused the
ephemerides to be collected and preserved. Will any
one say that the political articles of Coleridge and
Heine, even the literary articles of Goethe, were in any
way worthy of their genius? To take more modern
instances, is Sir Henry Maine likely to be remembered
by his articles in the Saturdoy Review? or Mr. R. H.
Hutton by his contributions to the Spectator? In all
these cases the work bears the impress of the master’s
genius, but the form is of transitory interest. No
doubt, Paseal’s most celebrated work was thrown into
the form of fugitive letters; and Swift was practically
a journalist; and Junius is reputed a classic; and
Courier’s Letters to the Censeur are not easily dis-
tinguishable from his other works. Each case has to
be examined separately. Pascal put the argument for
secular society against churchmen in general, for the
inflexible law against moral casuistry, into a form that
made it intelligible to the fashionable and popular
reader. Whether modern journalism could tolerate so
much abstruse controversy is questionable ; but at any
rate Pascal’s genius was exceptional, and much of the
Letters preserves its vitality from being still applicable
to Continental Catholicism. Of Junius, I confess to
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thinking that he has been extravagantly overrated.
He had the good fortune to come at a time when the
art of trenchant writing had suffered temporary eclipse,
and to espouse popular views against the Court; but
Macaulay’s casual remark that he was “a most unequal
writer,” ! and De Rémusat’s verdict, that he had “ more
cleverness than inspiration,” pretty well reduce him to
his proper level.* On the whole Swift and Courier seem
to be the best instances of transcendent journalism.
Now Swift, who is undoubtedly the greatest name in
English literature between Milton and Burke, did much
more bad work than good when he wrote for the
moment. Out of thirty-two articles which he con-
tributed to the FEzaminer, the one comparing Marl-
borough to Crassus is the only one that lives and is
really remembered. No one but a scholar now reads
the pamphlet on the Conduct of the Allies, or that on
the Barrier Treaty. The really successful work
Swift did as a journalist in the modern sense was in
his Drapier's Letters ; and even these, and some of the
pamphlets on Irish matters, owe their real importance
to the fact that the author, almost unconsciously,
transcended his own purpose, and advocated the more
permanent interests of his country, self-government,
and an administration that should be regardful of the
poor. Even so Swift owes his place among the im-
mortals to the Tale of @ Tub and to Gulliver's Travels,
rather than to his attacks on the policy of his own day.
We may say equally of Courier—in spite of his own
admirable defence of the pamphlet—that he is always
best when he handles an adequate theme ; and that his
Letters to the Censeur would not have been preserved

1 Esay on Warren Hastings.
* De Rémusat, L'Angleterre au Diz-huitidme Sidele, tome ii. p, 191,
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England an empire; and only a soldier, wielding the
whole military force of the country, could have rescued
France from anarchy. To take the example most easily
comprehended, can any one imagine a Pitt in these
later times dominating a subservient senate, staking
the whole fortunes of England upon wars of only half-
comprehended importance, and, in order to conciliate
the king, maintaining a vast army in Germany, though
if the nation had one settled conviction it was to avoid
Hanoverian entanglements. When Lord Palmerston,
one of the most powerful and popular ministers of his
time, meditated an intervention in favour of Denmark,
he was met with a private remonstrance from a strong
section of his supporters, and found that to carry out
his policy he would have to rely upon the votes of his
opponents. No doubt what is true of England and
America is not yet true, to the same extent, of any
Continental State. The most that even a hopeful
observer can say is that religious wars are less likely
to break out than they were, that States are approxi-
mating more and more to their natural limits, and that
there 1s a growing disposition to form alliances that
may prevent war from taking place, and that may
restrict the acquisitions a conqueror makes. DBeyond
this, however, we may perhaps hope, without being
oversanguine, that as the influence of the masses in-
creases, and those masses are educated, they will
throw their weight more and more into the scale of
peace. Universal conscription has at least had this
advantage, that it forces every household in a nation
to realise the inconveniences of military service, and
to dread the horrors of war. Every improvement
that makes civic life more tolerable will tend to the
same result. It is probably safe to say that a Cromwell
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wholly innocent. As it is, the worst that has happened
has been that Peel never enjoyed during his lifetime
the harvest of reputation that was his due, and that
the honour we now pay him is as cold and unmeaning
as an epitaph. Still the votary of fame, *that last
infirmity of noble minds,” must lay his account for
forfeiting immediate recognition if he wishes to do the
purest work in any capacity. Shelley never lived to
see his works read,! and Wordsworth and Browning
were only honoured when they were old. Peel frankly
admitted that to Cobden rather than himself should
have belonged the honour of passing Free Trade into
law; and Cobden was impossible. There is therefore
a chance in these matters which is never likely to be
eliminated. Beyond this, while the great names of
the past are luminous from being few, the prominent
men of modern times are jostled in an almost indis-
tinguishable crowd. One of the few of this generation
in England, whose reputation in the higher mathematics
was more than insular, used to speak regretfully of
the chances by which real distinetion of intellect was
enabled to forge to the front in days when the whole
eivilised world was scarcely more populous than Scotland
and London together are now.*

Napoleon is said to have inquired what the lifetime
of a great picture was, and being told that in the nature
of things it could only last some centuries, to have ejacu-
lated contemptuously, “ Quelle belle immortalité!” It
is more than conceivable that, as new nations spring into
prominence, as the record of past time is extended, as
the occupations in which men take interest multiply,

' With the single exception of the Cenci, which went through two
editions in his lifetime,
? The late Professor Henry J, 8. Smith.
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sports or costly pictures, and was limited in its private
life by the trouble attending large households in a new
country. Nevertheless, men went on speculating and
accumulating with far more avidity than in Europe, and
were very often content to find their reward in the lace
and jewels which their wives wore.! There was the
desire to achieve success against competitors, and there
was perhaps a feeling that if wealth was acquired the
science of enjoying wealth would gradually be learned.
With a few there was the honourable wish to connect
their names with great public benefits—to found a
Girard College or a Cornell University. It is conceiv-
able that State Socialism, while it reduces the chances
of money-making, will even increase its desirability.
If we assume industry and property to pass more and
more under the control of the State, we are almost
bound to assume a large body of State functionaries,
none of whom the democratic temper will permit to be
very highly paid. A system that turned physicians
into public officers salaried by the State, as vaccinators
now are in some countries, would almost certainly
make no important distinction between the highest and
the lowest talent. Unless, therefore, private practice
were forbidden, the ablest men would entrench them-
selves in this, and would probably make larger incomes
than they at present do, as they would refer all pauper
patients to the State medical men. Again, though it is
possible to conceive the State monopolising all the land
and all the mines, it is difficult to think that it could
set itself to monopolise production and distribution.
It may conceivably limit the occupation of land so as to

I Mrs. Kemble (Butler) gives some instructive instances of this in a
note beginning, * I have nowhere seen extravagance to compare with that
of American women."—Further Records, vol, ii. p. 48.
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everywhere. The ideal of men with the money-grasping
intelligence will be to realise the capacities of a Monte
Cristo, not of course for a steady purpose of revenge,
but for opportunities of magnificent ostentation.
Summing up, then, we seem to find that we are slowly
but demonstrably approaching what we may regard as
the age of reason or of a sublimated humanity; and
that this will give us a great deal that we are expecting
from it—well-ordered polities, security to labour,
education, freedom from gross superstitions, improved
health and longer life, the destruction of privilege in
society and of caprice in family life, better gnarantees
for the peace of the world, and enhanced regard for
life and property when war unfortunately breaks out.
It is possible to conceive the administration of the most
advanced states so equitable and efficient that no one
will even desire seriously to disturb it. On the other
hand, it seems reasonable to assume that religion will
gradually pass into a recognition of ethical precepts
and a graceful habit of morality ; that the mind will
occupy itself less and less with works of genius, and
more and more with trivial results and ephemeral
discussions ; that husband and wife, parents and children,
will come to mean less to one another; and that
romantic feeling will die out in consequence ; that the
old will increase upon the young; that two great incen-
tives to effort, the desire to use power for noble ends,
and the desire to be highly esteemed, will come to
promise less to capable men as the field of human
energy is crowded; and generally that the world will
be left without deep convictions or enthusiasm, without
the regenerating influence of the ardour for political
reform, and the fervour of pious faith which have
quickened men for centuries past as nothing else has
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quickened them, with a passion purifying the soul. It
would clearly be unreasonable to murmur at changes
that express the realisation by the world of its highest
thought, whether the issue be good or bad. The etio-
lated religion which it seems likely we shall subside
upon ; the complicated but on the whole satisfactory
State mechanism, that will prescribe education, limit
industry, and direct enjoyment, will become, when they
are once arrived at, natural and satisfactory. The
decline of the higher classes as an influence in society,
the organisation of the inferior races in menacing forms
throughout the Tropical Zone, are the natural result of
principles that we cannot disown if we would. It
would be impossible for a conservatively - minded
monarch to reconstruct the nobility of the eighteenth
cenfury in the twentieth; and even now no practical
statesman could dream of arresting Chinese power or
Hindoo or negro expansion by wholesale massacres.
The world is becoming too fibreless, too weak, and
too good to contemplate or to carry out great
changes which imply lamentable suffering. It trusts
more and more to experience; less and less to insight
and will.

The Medea of Corneille, face to face with supreme
misfortune, was able to say that there at least remained
to her herself.’ But that which is the saving hope of a
strong character is the denial of hope to a generation of
weak men. What is a society that hasno purpose beyond
supplying the day’s needs, and amusing the day’s
vacuity, to do with the terrible burden of personality ?
It 18 doomed to live on into the ages, with all that the
best ordered polity can secure it, with all inherited

1% Dans un si grand revers que vous reste-t-il 77 “Moi, Moi, dis-j",
et c'est assez.” Mélde, Acte ii. Scéne 5,
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treasures of beauty, with a faith in science that is per-
petually mocked by weaker and weaker results, and with
no spiritual sense to understand what surrounds it, with
the mind’s vision growing dim, with the apprehension
of art dwarfed to taking comfort in brie-d-brae, with no
hope or suggestion of sight beyond the grave. In the
old age of the plant the roots continue to thicken out
and deepen down, when there is neither blossom nor
fruit. The spectacle of an old man with his intellect
keen, with his experience bitter, with his appetites
unsatiated, with the memory of past enjoyment stinging
him, and deprived of the physical power to enjoy, is so
familiar that we accept it as one of the commonplaces
of life. Scarcely any one remembers that he will in
turn live on into such an old age, if he does not sacrifice
daily to the invisible powers; and even less does any of
us assume that the world may easily put on this form of
decrepitude :

The consummation coming past escape,
When we shall live most, and yet least enjoy.

Our morality will then be the emasculate tenderness of
those who shrink from violence, not because it is a
transgression of order, but because it is noisy and
coarse ; and having outlived strong passions, and the
energy by which will translates itself into act, we shall
plume ourselves on having abolished vice. Our in-
tellectual discipline will be derived from the year-book
and the review, and our intellectual pleasure from the
French novel. Yet there seems no reason why men of
this kind should not perpetuate the race, increasing and
multiplying, till every rood of earth maintains its man,
and the savour of vacant lives will go up to God from
every home.
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As an offset to these forebodings, it is undoubtedly
well to remember that the world has passed through
evil times before and has outlived them. It may even
be admitted that wherever men have reflected enough
to occupy themselves with forecasts of the future, their
presentiments have been apt to take colour from their
surroundings, and have sometimes been needlessly
sombre. History tells us that the days upon which
Gibbon afterwards looked back as the happiest humanity
had known were days in which Christians and Jews
were expecting the crash of the world, and in which the
wisest of Roman Emperors gave it as a counsel of
perfection, that the man who felt God within him
should be ready for death as for a trumpet’s call.’
At a later time, which we now look back to as the
golden season of romance and chivalry, England was
covered with religious foundations created avowedly, as
the charter of one of them states, because all things
were tending visibly to extinction.? In the first of
these cases the depression of thoughtful men was
greater than the actual state of the world warranted ; in
the second, than facts later on justified; and yet if
Marcus Aurelius could have seen the state of the world
in the fifth, sixth, and seventh centuries, or if the
pessimists of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
had lived on into the fifteenth, when Pecock was able
to say that “ ever more the world decreaseth in people,”*
they might have found abundant warrant for their
despondency. On the other hand, history reminds us

L epupevay 70 dvakAqTikdy éx Tob fiov etdvros”—Mare, Aurel.
Antonin. lib. iii. p. 38.

# “Quia omnia tendunt visibiliter ad non esse.”—Statutes gf Oriel
College,

* Pecock’s Repressor of overmuch blaming of the Clergy, part iii,
chap. v.
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also that there have been two ages in which the world
was hopeful and sanguinely self-confident. The first
was the period when printing had conquered back a lost
territory for the mind, and when the discovery of
America offered a new world to Christendom in
exchange for the lost East. These dreams of enlighten-
ment and prosperity were the prelude to bloody
religious wars extending over more than a century.
The second time, of which those who shared its
delirtum have said, as one great contemporary said of
the first, that merely to live in it was a joy, was the
period that preceded the Fremch Revolution—a time
when men were dreaming that all which philosophy
recommended could be inaugurated without bloodshed
by decrees and mutual embraces and the planting of
trees of liberty. There was some disenchantment from
those dreams also. On the whole, neither our despond-
ency nor our cheerful expectation can be assumed to
correspond with any real forecast of the future. For a
man to argue that he will recover from senile decay
because he has outlived fever and a fall from his horse,
would clearly be irrational. Neither do we, in fact,
attach much importance to arguments of this sort.
They are stimulating for a man or a nation In
difficulties, but they lack the proportion necessary for
comparison when we come to deal with the system of
the Universe. What we mostly trust to, perhaps, is
the sentiment expressed by Tennyson, that *“ somehow
good will be the final goal of ill,” and we either
assume that we shall go on to all time vindicating the
Crreator’s purpose by the mellowing perfection of our
lives, or at least that we shall be allowed some
centuries during which we may mature and sweeten in
a world where incalculable terms of life seem already to
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have been allotted to the lower types. This man argues
that we shall last as long as the coal-measures, and this
other that there is no reason why the race should die
out till the earth itself shall have begun to cool down
into a skeleton of rock without atmosphere or central
heat. Assume this protracted existence, and it seems
natural to suppose that we are at present only in
the infaney of man, and to anticipate that our remote
descendants may be as far superior to ourselves In
polity and intelligence as we are to the tribes of the
lake period.

It is natural and perhaps good to indulge in these
dreams, which encourage us to continued effort; but it
is impossible not to remember that they derive no
warrant from the analogies of nature, so far as we can
be said to understand the natural world. If the recent
surmises of geologists are correct, man has already been
an inhabitant of the earth for some very long period,
whether we measure it by tens of thousands or hundreds
of thousands of years, and has only had a history worth
recording for some forty centuries at most. Even during
historical times, so-called, the world has mostly been
peopled by races, either like the negro very little raised
above the level of brutes, or at best, like the lower-
caste Hindoo and the Chinaman, of such secondary
intelligence as to have added nothing permanent to
our stock of ideas. At this moment, though the
civilised and progressive races have till quite recently
been increasing upon the inferior types, and though
the lowest forms of all are being exterminated, there
seems, as we have seen, good warrant for assuming that
the advantage has already passed to the lower forms
of humanity, and indeed it appears to be a well-ascer-
tained law that the races which eare little for comfort
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which we may rejoice to know nothing. It is quite
possible that if the noblest Greeks and Romans had
foreseen how short-lived the supremacy of Athens was
to be, or at what cost of national character the empire
of the world was to be achieved by Rome, they would
have folded their arms, or have set sail, as Sertorius
thought of doing, in quest of the Fortunate Isles, where
life was nothing more than lofos-eating. We are able
to see that though the aspirations of patriotism have
been defeated, the greater world of humanity has been
the richer for what these men ventured and thought.
Should it so be that something like what the Norsemen
conceived as *‘ the twilight of the gods” is coming upon
the earth, and that there will be a temporary eclipse
of the higher powers, we may at least prepare for it
in the spirit of the Norsemen, who, as the Ynglinga
Saga. tells us, deemed that whether God gave them
victory or called them home to himself either award
was good.® We are so accustomed to the fierce rupture
of struggle and victory, to that rough training of
necessity by which the weak are destroyed, to revolu-
tions of the political order, transferences of power and
wealth, and discoveries in science, that we can hardly
conceive a quiet old age of humanity, in which it may
care only for sunshine and food and quiet, and expect
nothing great from the toil of hand or thought. Know-
ing something of the limitations and very little of the
capabilities of our moral nature, it is perhaps natural we
should shrink from the prospect that the classes which
have been the depository of refinement and breeding will
be submerged below the level of democracy, that dis-

! “Hertorius . . . conceived a strong desire to fix himself in those
islands, where he might live in perféct tranquillity at a distance from the
evils of tyranny and war."—Plutarch’s Life of Sertorius.

2 Ynglinga Saga, chap. x.
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