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TO THE

G OV.ERNORS

L0158 ¥ il

NORFOLK and NORWICH
HOSELT A L

GENTLEMEN,

Take the liberty of addrefling thefe

I mifcellaneous papers to you, as a
teftimony of the grateful fenfe I entef-
tain of the honor which the Society
unanimouily conferred upon me, in my
abfence and without my defire, at a very
full General Board, on Ocober the gth,
1771, by appointing me Confulting-
Surgeon purfuant to the Ruyles and Or-

ders eftablithed for ' the Guvernment_c}f
the Hofpital.

From the principle which originally
aCtuated me, in my inferior ftation, to
Promote this Eftablithment to the utmoft
of my power, it affords me a pleafure

a fuperir:rr
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DEDILCATTO N

fuperior to every other temporal confi-
ration to obferve how it profpers in your
hands; and its thriving is not to be
doubted, as the nature of the Inftitution
extends, in fo fignal a manner, to the
relief and benefit of the miferable in
their feveral diftrefies.

This very excellent Charity will cer-
tainly reward the benevolent intentions
of its generous Supporters, and give the
fincereft {atisfaction to all who zealoufly
exert themfelves in the good work.

I am with the greateft regard,

Gentlemen,
~ Your moft obliged

and obedient Servant

B. G O Q1.

A fhort
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A fhort Account of the Rife and
Progrefs of the NorrorLx and
NorwicHa HospiTaL, &%.

HE late Lord Bithop of Norwich *
T formed a plan for this purpofe in
the year, 1759 ; but then an unexpected
incident prevented its being carried into
execution, and it lay dormant till it was
lately revived, and vigoroudly profecuted,
by perfons of his beneficent difpofition,
who were encouraged to expect that fuc-
cefs would attend the revival of it, from
the concern fhewn, by people of all ranks,

a 2z at

* At bis Lordfhip's defire T vifited all the great Hof-
pitals in London with the utmoft attention, and pro-
cured by the very friendly and obliging behaviour and
affiftance of the Surgeons there and in other places, eve-
ry neceffary intelligence and information I poffibly could
t0 communicate to him on this occafion.—See the Pre-

face to my Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, Edit, 11,
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at the former difappointment, ardently
wifhing to fee an eftablithment of fuch
public utility brought to perfection ;
and after fome preparatory fteps a meet-
ing was held upon this occafion, on Au-
guft the 1ft, 1770, which proved fo au-
fpicious as to encourage the Society to
lay the foundation of the Building in
Februa}y, 1771, the fituation of which
is pleafant, and in the beft air, at a pro-
per diftance from the City. -

Through the acivity and attention of
the Managers, the Building was carried
on fo {peedily, that it was fit for the at-
tendance of the Phyficians and Surgeons
to affift Out-Patients, on July the 11th,
1772, and by November the 7th of the
fame year provifion was made for the re-
ception of fome In-Patients.

I believe it may al{fo be truly faid to
the honor of this County and City, that

fuch
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{fuch liberality and quick progrefs in ef-
fecting this defign have not been exceed-
“ed, if equalled, in any other place in this
Kingdom, at a diftance from the Metro-
polis ; and particular regard has been paid
to a point of the utmoft confequence,
which is, having the Wards lofty and

airy. -+
a 3 VEI'}"

T The Wards are of different fizes and all 15 feet
high ; they are kept very neat and clean, not crowded
with beds, and well ventilated by having the conveni-
ence of letting down the upper parts of the fafhes ocea-
fionally in the Wards and in the Galleries communica-
ting with them; which is done every day for a due
time, when the weather will admit of it: and jt is ob-
ferved by all people who enter thefe Wards that there is
not the leaft offenfivenefs; particular care having alfo
been taken in refpect to the adjacent Neceffaries, which

has effectually obviated any complaint on that account.

In a converfation relative to Hofpitals, which T for-
merly had with my worthy Friend Dotor Hunter, Con-
fulting-Phyfician to the Brﬂwnluw-Strect~Hofpital, he
told me there were two Wards of equal length and

breadth, one directly over the other, butthe ﬁpper fome

feet lower than the other, in which the fame uumber of

paticnta
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Very judicious regulations have like-
wife been eftablithed by the Society, not
only in felecting the ableft and moft ex-
perienced principal Surgeons, but aflift-
ant Surgeons alfo regularly educated; as
it is an object of the greateft concernment
to have fuch fubftitutes to fupply the
place of the principals, when indifpen=
fable engagements prevent their atten-
dance.

By thefe precautions and obfervances
the patients will of courfe be properly
attended, and fubfcriptions not difcou-
raged through fuggeftions of any neglect:
and by thus providing the Hofpital with
Surgeons in its infant ftate, there is
the greateft probability of perpetuating a

{fucceflion,

patients (were lodged in fimilar circumftances; and that
it was obferved more died in the upper than in the lower.
This difference of fuccefs could not at firft be accounted
for, but upon farther confideration, it was apprehended
it might arife from the greater impurity of the air
they breathed, confequently the number of patients was
leflened in the upper. Ward, and then they did as well
in that as in other.
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{ucceflion, in the moft unexceptionable
manner, with the judgment and autho-
rity of the Governors, to fupport the
credit and reputation of it when it ar-
rives at a ftate of maturity.

Hitherto the fuccefs of the prattice
here has anfwered every expetation, by
the afliduity of the judicious Gentlemen,
who engaged to attend gratis on this
meritorious occafion: and particular care
is taken to oblige the nurfes to perform
their duty diligently, upon which much
depends.

By the Records of the Winchefter-
Hofpital, (which was the firft that was
founded upon voluntary contribution out
of London in the year 1736, through
the zeal and adivity of Doctor Alured
Clarke) it appears, that {foon after its efta-
blifhment, out of 872 patients admitted,
there were no more then g9 whofe cafes,
in the opinion of the Phyficians and Sur-
geons, would not have allowed of remo-
val a great many miles, without doing

a 4 them
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them any injury: Hence, fhould it be
apprehended by perfons charitably in-
clined, who dwell in the extreme parts
of the county, that their fubfcriptions
could not be well and fatisfactorily an-
fwered, on account of the remote diftance,
there is good reafon to hope this confide-
ration fhould have weight fufficient to
remove fuch prepofleflion eftectually, and
determine them to fubfcribe ; more ef-
pecially as there are now eafy and fafe
conveyances coming weekly from every
part of the County to Norwich, where
the Hofpital is placed: and as a farther
argument to remove this objection, pro-
vifion is exprefsly made, by the Rules
and Orders of the Hofpital, that the re-
commendations of thofe at the greateft
diftance fhall have the preference, in
cafes of equal exigence.

The

I Inftitutions of this nature are evidently worthy the
particular attention and confideration of parifhes, as un-
doubtedly they would find their account, and be amply
recompenfed in fubferibing to the fupport of them out
af their public ftock ; for it may reafonably be fuppofed,

that
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The fame worthy Gentleman who was
inffrumental in founding the Hofpital

at Winchefter, when he became Dean of

Exeter, exerted himfelf with the like
zeal and alacrity in promoting {fuch an
eftablithment there, and his exertion was
attended with the fame fuccefs. His
amiable characer and benevolent difpo-
fition, I was made acquainted with in
his life time, by a Gentleman of equal
merit and virtue, his intimate and my
very good Friend, at whofe houfe I once’
met him: and our worthy Dean, the
Reverend Do&or Lloyd, has not thewn
lefs zeal on this occafion.

According to the Tranfattions of the
Devon and Exeter-Hofpital, feveral ve-
ry fenfible and inquifitive men, who

turned

that there is fcarce any one parifh, tho' ever fo fmall,
but will have in the courfe of a year 3 pauper fo afflicted,
as to become a proper object of an hofpital provifion, in
a cafe where nurfing only with other incidental charges,
will amount to more than a fubfeription to procure eve-
ry thing neceflary to his cure in the moft unexceptio-
mable and beft manner,
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turned their thoughts with particular at-
tention to this {ubjet, were of opinion,
that half the poor of this Kingdom die
of difeafes which might be cured, were
timely and proper afliftance given them.

Were it neceffary this might be offered
as a cogent argument and incentive to en-
courage and promote Inftitutions of this
nature: for in what place are they fo likely
to find fuch advantages to recover their
health, as in an Hofpital well governed
and regulated, where all due care is taken
to have the benefit of fuitable diet, pure
air, cleanline(s and every other requifite,
without having the wards crouded with
patients ?  This laft article is materially
neceflary to be obferved, the negle@ of
which in fome Hofpitals, both at hore
and abroad, has been produ@ive of dele-
terious effects, as muft inevitably be the
confequence of breathing in an impure
atmofphere, fo contaminated with the
“effluvia of morbid bodies ; tending alfo
to the difcredit of the Inftitution and the

Gentlemen appointed to take care of the
fick
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fick and lame. * And thofe who are '
improper fubjects for ad mifficn into this
Afylum may have the beft advice and
medicines without expence, to keep them
from falling into the hands of bold
quacks and 1gnorant pretenders.

In this refpect the Emprefs of Ruflia
has taken particular care, as I have been
informed by the late Do&tor Mounfey’s
letters, who was long Phyfici n to her

Imperial Majefty and in high efltcem.

PREFACE.

* Mr. Aikin's judicious and well written Differtation
on Hofpitals demands attentive reading and confiderati-
on, by all concerned in the government and management

of Hofpitals, that they may effectually anfwer the end
and defign propofed.

From the incvitable diftreffes of the poor, owing to a
combination of caufes, Inftitutions of this nature become

more and more neceffary.
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HESE mifcellaneous papers cor=-

refpond with my original defign
of being as ufeful as I can to my young
Brethren, and may be confidered as a
fupplement to my former publication.

This motive induces me without any
other apology, to begin with earneftly
propofing to the confideration of fuch
Gentlemen who are deftined to a fituati-

on, which requires their exercifing both
branches of the Medical Art, not only to
make obfervations and remarks accurate-
ly upon all extraordinary cafes occurring
in their pracice; but alfo to take mi-
nutes of memorable Epidemic Difeafes,
which the different feafons produce, with

the

An exhortatie
on to young

Surgeons.
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PR AE MEF A CHTE

the ftate of the weather at thofe times,
and the moft fuccefsful methods of cure. 4

We have examples of illuftrious men
in all ages and countries from the time of
Hippocrates ;

t Tt is not my defign to engape in any Hypothefis, or
advance f-cculative notious, nor inquire nicely into the
remote or proximate caufes of the difeafes mentioned in
the following fhuets; which kind of procedure has in-
volved and bewildered many, and led them into inex-
tricable mazes; but to relate matters of fact truly and

“faithfully, and as concifely as poffible not to be obfcure;

leaving abftrufe mattersto more curious inveftigators

Rui [peculantur non medeniyr,

Our great Countryman Wifeman, who was Serjeant-
Surgeon to King Charles the Sccond, tells us in his
Epiftle Dedicatory to his excellent chirurgical Works,
that he cmployed his time when confined with illnefsin
writing them: 1 have fo fur followed his example, but
I ¢o not think that my produlions can prove of fuch

public utility and advantage ; however, T have done my

 beft under the like predicament, when lately confined

fome months with a dangerous difeafe,

Rui non eff hodie, cras minus aptus erit,
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Hippocrates ; and in this nation Syden-
ham and Huxham have moft diftinguifh-
ed themfelves to excite young Gentle-
men of the Faculty to thefe obfervances,
which, with an attentive reading the beft
practical Books, will prove the moft ef-
fetual method of affifting them in form-
ing their judgments to direét their prac-
tice upon various important occafions,
for the greater fafety of their patients,
as well as for the advancement and fup-
port of their own reputation, which muft
appear objetts of the higheft concern-
ment and interefting nature that can be
offered to their confideration, *

: I have

* Some eminent and learned Phyficians of the paft
and prefent age have written upon endemic or popular
difeafes, in particular Countries where their practice
gave them opportunities of making obfervations; as
Profper Alpinus in Egypt: Gulielmus Pifo in the
Weft-Indies :—Jacobus Bontius in the Eaft-Indies :——
Sir Hans Sloane in Jamaica:—Towne st Barbadoes : —
Cleghorn at Minorca :—Grainger at Batavia, Their
writings are in great efteem, and many of their remarks
applicable to difeafes which frequently occur in this
Ifland. To thefe may very defervedly be added Dr.
O’ Connell’s Obfervationes Medicinales, &c. which he
dedicated to Doctor Mead, He was many years a prac-

witioner of great repute at Cork in Ireland.

b4
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I have refleted with regret, upon not
having obferved and regularly purfued,
what I now ftrongly recommend to be
early attended to by others: and I did
not want opportunities for fuch purpofes,
in a country fituation, with a large circle
of bufinefs, where I was obliged to a&t
in the capacity of a Phyfician as well as
a Surgeon more than 30 years, to which
I clofely applied myf{elf.

Upon publifthing my Opufculum a few -
years ago, I received a letter from Sir
John Pringle, Phyfician to the Queen
and Prefident of the Royal Society, 4

encouragin g

+ Sprat's Hiftory of our illuftrious Royal Society may
be truly faid to contain the wtile duli, and will certainly
recompenfe the inquifitive Reader’s perufal with plea-
fure and profit. Among other obfervable things, there
is a curious account of the ancient manner of embalming
dead bodies in the Ifland of Teneriffe, communicated by
a Phyfician who refided and practifed there many years.

Soon after the Eftablifhment of this Society, the ex-
ample was followed at Paris by inftituting the Acad.
Roy. des Sciences: and towards the conclufion of the
fame century, another Inftitution of the like nature, to
promote knowledge in Arts and Sciences was founded at

ey 8 - Leipfic,
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encouraging me to purfue the fame plan:-

and this worthy Gentleman ftill ho-

nouring me with his friendfhip and cor-

refpondence, I thought myfelf under an
indifpenfable obligation, after having di-
gefted the following papers, to commu-
~nicate the heads of them to him; re=-
quefting his candid opinion in refpet to
the publication of them. In confequence
of this requeft he favoured me with a
very friendly anfwer and ufeful remarks,
earneftly encouraging me to publith

them, giving me leave to make ufe of"
his name on this occafion; and by his

approbation they are brought to light.
b : Should

Leipfic, the publications of which are intitled 4%a Eru-
ditorum.—Another Society has been eftablifbed at the
Univerfity of Edinburgh, as in many other parts of Eu-
rope, for profecuting Natural Philofophy, &c. the firft
Volume of which was publifhed in 1558, intitled Effays
and Obfervations phyfical and .-fr'rr:mr_}':; after the Medical

Society there had publiffied fix Volumes of Medical Ef-
Jays with univerfal zpprobation,

XVil
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Should thefe hints and communicati-
ons anfwer my original defign, I fhall
be amply rewarded ; remembering Lu-

can’s precept, which fhould never be
forgotten.

Nec fibs fed toti genitum fe credere mundo.

Shottitham,
Auguft the 1ft, 1773.

CONTENTS.
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OBSERVATIONS,.

A brief account of the moft confiderable
EPiDEMICS which prevailed in the
Jear 1739-40, 41 and 42, with fome
obfervations and remartks. '

in the autumnal feafon, of the year malignan fever,

1739, the weather was uncommonly
warm, calm, and fultry, with a moift
atmofphere even when it did not rain.
This difpofition of the air produced a

~ fever of a putrid and malignant nature,
of which many died : fome had erup-
tions and others not; but the time of
their appearance in the courfe of the dif
cafe, was very precarious and the crifiy
48 uncertain, *

; 3 1 i
IN the latter part of the fummer, and OF » poscid &
.

A It

* Hippacrates in his Epidemics, his learned Commei«
tator Gulen, and writers of every age and climate, have

. ©bferved, that fuch a ftate of the aif ha¢ been productive
‘of putrid and malignant fevers.—Read the ¢elebrated D,
Mead’s Monity Medica Pracepta, § g, upon epidemnic fevers,




~ Bleeding very
prejuﬂitinl in
this fever

MESE D HRE A

It is not my defign to enter minutely
into the nature and caufe of this fever.
Upon the invafion of it the pulfe in ge-
neral was found not much too quick,
but unequal and often deprefled. The
blood was then florid, with a loofe co-
hefion, and in the progrefs of the difeafe,
it frequently acquired 2 gelatinous ap-
pearance, with little or no feparation of
the ferum from the craffamentum: and
at its height the crafis of it was more
diffolved, fometimes refembling molafies -
in colour and confiftence. Then the

eruptions put on 2 purple or livid hue,

and fpafms with delirium commonly
{foon fupervened and cl_c:-fed the {cene in

death.

It is a matter which requires great
confideration and judgment, in order to

determine the propriety oOr impropriety

of bleeding in fevers of this kind even at

firft, tho’ fome fymptoms may then feem

to indicate this evacuation.----As the
greater part of thofe who were attacked

with this fever were people of the lower

rank,
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rank, many were indifcriminately bled
at every ftage of the difeafe by ignorant
perfons, who make a trade of bleeding in
the country, without having any man-
ner of medical knowledge to diret them
in a ftep of fuch importance. By this
unhappy practice a great many evidently
{uffered, but it gave me opportunities of
examining the ftate of the blood, as I
was frequently called in, at different
times of the difeafe; from whence I
drew fome ufeful inferences to regulate
my practice.

From what I obferved in the fever
now under confideration, almoft as much
care was neceffary in refpect to purging
as to bleeding: alfo confining the pa-
tients, in clofe rooms and hot in bed, en-
deavouring to force fweats, by any means,
was found very pernicious; but the fre-
quent and cautious admiffion of pure
freth air proved as beneficial, in the
courfe of the difeafe, which often inftan-
‘tancoufly comforted and fenfibly revived
| A 2 ; the
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the patients, when almoft expiring for
want of it; proving more vivifying than
any cordial medicine.

The moft {uccefsful method of treat-
ing this fever in general, from my own
attentive obfervation, fupported by that
of judicious practitioners with whom I
held correfpondence, was to clear the
ftomach at firft with a vomit of Ipecaco-
anha, adding to it a grain or two of Tart.
emetic. and when that did not operate
alfo fufficiently by ftool, as it frequently
did, then a mild purge was given to
empty the prima ViE.

In the progrefs of the difeafe, fuch
laxatives as operated with the leaft com-
motion and difturbance were neceflary,
to prevent the ill confequences proceed-
ing from too long retention. of putrid
feces, &c. and to an{wer many falutary
purpofes, lenient clyfters were occafion-
ally given and frequently repeated with
fafety, at any time of the difeafe, when

1t
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it feemed not advifable to gure purging
medicines. T

+ Ol Ricini, commonly called Caftor Qil, feems a
very important acquifition to the materia medica. 1 have
-experienced its good. effes in my own valetudinary ftate
attended with coftivenefs, &ec. and think it an excellent
remedy {uperior to all of that clafs.—See Dr. Frafer’s ac-
count in the London Medical Obfervations and Inquiries,
VoL II. and Doétor Canvane’s Differtation concerning
the ufe and virtues of this medicine.

The following mixture made with this oil is agreeable 10 the
Stomach, and I have found:it well anfwer my own purpofz,
by taking two or three fpoonfuls at bad-rfﬂie"&cmﬁaﬂd{'y in
coftivencfs, even when I liave had the piles affmﬂ'?drw:tﬁ
bleeding.

K ol. Ricini % ifs
Vitel. Ovi parum W]
probe contritis in mortario’ 'mézi*}":;jé'érm
add. fenfim
Ag. menth. piper. fimp.
Cinnam. fimp. a. 3.
Syrup. Rofar. folutiv. %[ m.

From what I have been fenfible of myfelf in the ufe of

this oil, it a&s more by lubricating than ftimulating the
inteftinal canal,

A 3 Saline
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Saline draughts, with a fmall quantity
of pulv. contrayerv. comp. were advanta-

geoufly given, and temporate cordials, as
circumftances required.

The diet moft grateful and proper was
of the liquid, farinaceons kind, with the
addition of orange or lemon juice.

The moft beneficial common drinks
were acefcent and fubacid liquors; as cy-
der-whey, barley-water acidulated with
vegetable or mineral acids, &c. and, for
thofe who could afford it, whey made
with old hock or rhenith wine was re-
commended. §

The Bark provéd of fingular fervice in
many inftances, more efpecially where
' the

t When Sic [. P r's groom left his mafter at Con-
fantinople, and declared himfelf a Dottor, a putrid or
malignant fever raged there and in the neighbourhood.
He indulged his patients with a pleafant beverage like
fmall punch, more than commonly acid, of which he al-
Jowed them to drink liberally, which was the principal
medicine he adminiftered : and the fuccefs of his practice
gained him fame and wealth; of which I received an au-’
thentic account from his mafter.
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the eruptions had an ill afpec, joining
with it Elix. Vitrioli: and now good red
port-wine mixt with water, and made
grateful to the palate and ftomach with
juice of Seville orange, fugar, and a little
{pice, was found to be one of the befl of
cordials, taken moderately warm.

When nervous fymptoms fupﬁrvened
they were treated with appropriate me-
dicines, according as the nature and ap-

pearance of them directed: and in deliri-

um with a feeble irregular pulfe, blifter-

ing, particularly of the head, fometimes
proved of fingular fervice_.

The following is 2 moft dreadful in-
ftance of the malignity of this fever, and
none equal to it, in all refpects, came

under my notice during this epidemic
feafon.

I was called to a poor lad about twelve
years of age on the fifth day of the dif-
cafe, when he had been freely bled and

purged. His pulfe was very languid,
A 4 quick,

Hiftory of &
fingular cai in
this fever.
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quick and irregular, and he was not per-
fect 1in his fenfes; befides petechial erup-
tions of an unfavourable complexion, he
had flattith tumours of 2 purple colour,
and of various fizes over the bones of his
~arms and legs, in different parts of them,
exquifitely painful to the touch, and the
depreflions made with my fingers rofe
very flowly; they had a puffy emphyfe-
matous feeling, fomething like what is
obferved upon the {calp from external in-
juril':s'1l where the pericranium is fepa-
rated from the cranium by extravafated

blood.

The day after my firft vifit he was
{eized with {pafmodic affections and be-
came more delirious, {foon after a ftupor
came on, and next morning he expired
in ftrong convulfions, which was the
feventh day of the difeafe.

Had there appeared to me the leaft
profpect of his recovery, I fhould have
opened the tumours direétly, but imme-
diately after his death I obtained leave to
do fo, and found extravafations of blood

10
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in a ftate of diffolution, as I fufpected, in
all of them between the inflamed peri-
ofteum and the bones. §

This fever raged about two months,

and totally ceafed upon the coming on
of the froft at Chriftmas; of which I am
poing to give a‘fhort account.

1 In the malignant fmall-pox and fevers of that kind,
where the natural cohefion of the blood is deftroyed, the
yeffels are apt to burft, having loft their elaftic power
neceffary to carry on the circulation,

Whenever tumours happen in confequence of fuch dif-
eafes with a fluid under the periofteum, they require the
moft fpeedy opening, in order to prevent the bones being
affected, as well as other bad confequences, likely to pro-
ceed from the abforption of matter fo virulent and corro-
five. Sometimes in thefe cafesthe bones are originally af-
fefted to a great degree, as happened to a young lady T
was defired to vifit fome time ago, after the danger of the
{mall-pox itfelf appeared to be over, - She had the left
'Os Malz quite into the orbit of the eye, and down to the
Alveoli, out of which the teeth were ready to drop, cari-
ousto fuch adegree as might very truly be called a {pha-
celus of the bone, and fhe died foon after T faw her, tho'
fhe had been properly treated and taken the Bark liberal-
ly, under the direétion of an experienced furgeon,

A cafe of an
extravrdinary
Caries of the Os
Malz after the
{mall-pox.
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1739 & 1740,

NE FE DAY €3 AR E

A fbort account of the hard winter in the
Year 1739, Gec. which was the_fevereft
in the memory of man.

The froft began on Chriftmas-Eve,
ufhered in by the moft piercing N. E.
wind I ever felt. It'proved very fevere
the following night, and next morning
the hedges and trees were covered to an
extraordinary thicknefs with hoarinefs

like fnow. It continued to an intenfe

degree till the beginning of February,
during which fpace of time but a {mall
quantity of fnow fell, compared with
what had been obferved in fome tempe-
rate winters; and the air was generally
ferene. February the 2d, wind S. E.
the froft appeared as if it was about
breaking up; but in two or three days
it returned with almoft its former vio-
lence, the wind N. E. On the 2o0th it
began to thaw again. 22d it rained a

little. 24th it froze moderately, and fo

continued
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~ continued till the 27th, when it rained.

plentifully ; after which time it froze no
more to any confiderable degree.

In the month of March and till the
21ft of April, the weather was exceed-
ingly cold. That day, about five in the
morning, it began to {fnow, and fnowed
inceflantly till two in the afternoon.
The air {till continued very cold, wind
in general N. N. E. On the 4th of
May, in the afternoon, it began to rain,
and after about two hours, {fnow and
hail were intermixt with the rain; then
fnow fell alone and continued to do fo
the greater part of the next day. The
morning after, the fnow was many inches
deep upon the level ground; it foon dif-
folved and the air became ferene and
mild, wind S. S. W,

The fummer fucceeding this hard
winter was uncommonly cold, dry and
unfruitful. The winter after was fe-
verer than many of the preceding, with
great falls of fnow.. The following {um-

mer,

11

‘When the
froft ended.

A great fall
of [now on the
4th and sth of
May 1740,

1740
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Pulmonic
complaints
very rife upon

thé breaking up

of the froft,
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mer proved hotter than ordinary, and
the autumn warm and rainy; from
which time till Chriftmas the weather
was very variable. iy
¥
Tho’ during the feverity of the froft,
people in general were healthy, yet upon
the thaw towards the fpring, pleuritic
and peripneumonic diforders and coughs
were more rife than ordinary, at"this
feafon of the year, when the piercing
N. E. winds commonly prevail, produc-
tive of fuch complaints by obftructing
perfpiration ; but they now yielded to
bleeding and the ufual antiphlogiftic me-
thod, &c. nothing peculiar appearing in
their nature to hraquire different treat-
ment, paying due attention to age, con-
{titution, &c. ‘

In order to preferve my propofed fe-
ries of obfervations, I cannot avoid the
repetition of whatl have mentioned in
my former publication, relative to a fe-
Ver accnmpamcd with a tumour of the
face of {fuch a kind as I never had feen or

read
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read any defcription of, vulgarly called
the mumps.

- Of the MuMmes.

This epidemic appeared early in the 7
fummerafter the preceding pulmonary dif-
orders went off, increafing as the weather
grew hotter; and it was chiefly among
children and young perfons. It wasa
difeafe truly of the inflammatory kind,
without having the febrile fymptoms run
very high, nor was it of a dangerous na-
ture; T had a great many patients of it
but not one died. The {wellings of the
face, neck and throat, whence the difeafe
derived its name, begallnf{:-nn after its in=-
vafion, and fometimes they increafed in a
few days to an enormous fize, the fkin
appearing of a little deeper color than a
damafk rofe; they were in general at-
. tended with but little pain ; feldom ter-
minated in abfcefles, and when they had
that -termination, upon opening ‘they
healed kindly by the common treatment.
The
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 Of a Metafta-
fis of the morbi-
fic matter upon
the tefticles
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The general antiphlogiftic method fuc-
ceeded, and the patients bore bleeding,
purging and nitrous medicines very well.
In fome a thicknefs and hardnefs of the
parotid and maxillary glands remained,
after they were well in all other ref] pects,
which yielded readily to fmall dofes of
merc. dulc. interpofing a gentle purge at
due intervals; and fometimes, befides
keeping the parts warm, I ufed a lini-
ment prepared with unguent ceeruleum
mitius & liniment. volatil. confining
the patient within doors and to a proper

regimen, during the mercurial courfe.

In five or fix adults the tumefadion
of the face, &c. fubfided in a few days, .
and then I obferved the morbific matter
was immediately tranflated to the teftes,
where the tumors were attended with
more pain and cured with more difficul-
ty; but all the patients for whom I was
concerned, wherein this- Metaftafis oc-
curred, were cured by the fame method
without ending in fuppuration.

This
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This difeafe prevailed all the fummer-
{eafon, and did not entirely difappear till
autumn 1741, which was almoft a year
and half from its firft appearance about
ten miles fouth of the city of Norwich,
where I then dwelt. ||

A fever of another kind.

Soon after the difappearance of the
laft epidemic another was introduced,
which, tho’ fometimes attended with
eruptions, yet was evidently of the inflam-

matory {pecies, and yielded to the gene-
ral treatment of inflammatory difeafes.

This difeafe feized men, women, and
childred of all ages and conftitutions,
but thofe of fanguine habits moft violent-
ly. At the firft feizure the {ymptoms
in general were coldnefs and fhivering,
pain of the head, laflitude, faintnefs, op-

preflion

[ T have feveral times fince obferved a flight fever, at-
tended with fome depree of tumefa@ion upon the fage,

fc. called alflo the mumps, butitdiffered from the difeafe
" here’deferibed in many refpe@s,

13

I741

I firft obferved
it about the
middle of No-
vember,

The fymps

toms,
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preflion of the breaft, fhort and quick
breathing, a pulfe remarkably deprefied,
with ficknefs and vomiting ; and in the
progrefs of the difeafe fome had erupti-
ons, as fiery red {pots of different fizes,
others had an univerfal efHorefcence, and
others what much refembled a rath, all
which feemed to be of the fame affinity ;
and fome became delirious evenearly in
the difeafe, when bleeding was omitted

at firft.

After bleeding, according to the
ftrength of the patient, a vomit was
given, then a gentle purge, keeping the
bowels open with the moft lenient pur-
gatives or clyfters throughout the difeafe;
and it was often found neceflary to re-
peat bleeding two or three times. After
thefe evacuations, bliftering in delirious
cafes was of fingular fervice, more efpe-
cially on the head, but it was obferved
to be detrimental when recourfe was had
to it before. The patients bore nitrous
remedies very well; and draughts pre-
pared with fal. abfinth. fucc. limon. &c.

were
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were found very beneficial in cafe of
ficknefs and vomiting: and the general
antipthlogiftic method and cool regimen,
diluting freely with proper liquors an-
{wered o well, that few died who were
regularly treated from the beginning, af-
ter this manner, Some who in the
courfe of this difeafe were attacked with
pleuritic and pulmonic complaints, I
found it neceflary to bleed and repeat
that evacuation, even in the height of
the difeafe, tho’ attended at the fame
- time with eruptions; and I have good
reafon to believe, I faved the lives of
many by this means, notwithftanding the
prevailing opinion was againft it, under
an apprehenfion that the eruptions would
Ietreat,. in confequence of bleeding, and
the patients fuffer: however, I never
omitted recommending it earneftly un-
der thefe circumftances, when I thought
the pulfe would bear it, and it {feldom
or never failed of an{wering my expecta-
tion; for what was deemed ma]ignity,
diﬂ:nuraging others from this practice, I
confidered as proceeding from a flate of

B blood
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blood highly inflammatory ; and the
great fizinefs of it verified my opinion.

From thefe confiderations and appear-
ances, 1 rarely gave cordial medicines,
and when indicated, under fome parti-
cular circumftances, I found julep. €
camphora preferable to any other.,

I was called to feveral perfons many
days after they had been feized with this
difeafe, and treated with cordial medi-
cines and the hot regimen, without eva-
cuations, from the miftaken notion [
have mentioned, and without producing
any kind of eruption; tho’ the fever was
raifed to a high degree by this manage-
ment, and of courfe all the {fymptoms
aggravated. - In thefe cafes 1 did not
hefitate in refpect to bleeding and gentle
purging; and foon after thefe evacuations,
and the obfervance of a cool regimen,
eruptions appeared, which fenfibly re-
lieved the patients, and they recovered,
tho' before apparently in the moft immi-
nent danger. Here my opinion and

practice




OBSERVATIONSGS. 19

practice met with great oppofition ; but
the fuccefs filenced my opponents.

I obferved many at the firft attack had
a very languid pulfe and often fcarce to
befelt.  Some had a propenfity to fieat
at the beginning of the difeafe; but then
fweating feemed prejudicial ; afterwards,
if not forced, it proved beneficial when
arifing in confequence of plentiful dilu-
tion, &ec. *

A remarkable cafe demonflrating the good
efect of bleeding in this fever.

I was called to a farmers fervant, an
athletic young man of a very fanguine
habit, who was feized with this fever
two days before. It began as ufual with
coldnefs and thivering ; now he com-
plained of a vehement pain in his head
and loins, had great oppreflion on -his

B 2 _ breaft

* Do&or Daniel Cox, with whom T was well acquaint-
ed, wrote very jud icioufly upon this fever at that time
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breaft and pracordia, with quick refpira-
tion ; his pulfe was almoft inperceptible,
and he had a very great propenfity to
fiveat. 'Tho’ his pulfe was fo feeble, I
took away diretly about fixteen ounces
of blood, which was fizey to a great de-
gree, and his pulfe evidently rofe whilit
he was bleeding. Then I ordered a
common clyfter fhould be given him
forthwith, and that he fhould take a
fcruple or half a dram of purified nitre
diffolved in a draught of barley-water
every two hours, and drink plentifully of
the common diluting liquors advifed in
inflammatory diforders. ~ Next day I
found his {ymptoms alleviated, but
thought it proper to bleed him again as
much as before, and ordered a repetition
of the clyfter towards evening and a le-
nient purge next morning. Upon this
days vifit he complained of pain of his
fide, on which account a veficatory was
applied to it, after the operation of the
purge was over, which gave him relief;
yet, confidering his ftrength of conftitu-
tion and the ftate of his blood, I bled

him
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him again freely the next day; after
which, by perfifting in the ufe of nitre
and keeping his body open, with the
obfervance of a proper regimen, he foon
recovered a good ftate of health.

Another cafe of this kind of fever in a
perfon of a different conflitution attended
with _fome_fingular circumflances.

I was defired to attend a gentlewoman
of a lax habit and very weak conftitution
about thirty years of age, on the fixth
day of her illnefs, when I found her
pulfe weak but regular, complaining of
pain univerfally, but more upon her fide
than any where elfe, attended with a
cough and difficulty of breathing; and
fhe was alfo very reftlefs, without having
had the benefit of a motion for many
days; nor had fhe loft any blood. I
bled her forthwith to the quantity of
eight ounces, and ordered a common
clyfter to be given mmmediately after

B 3 bleeding,

21
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bleeding, with draughts of nitre and cam-
phire, with other medicines ufually pre-
fcribed in pleuritic and pulmonary com-
plaints. The pain of the fide continuing,
I bled her again next day, and the clyi-
ter given the day before, neither return-
ing nor producing any effect, I directed
a laxative mixture to be taken in {mall
quantities till the end fhou’d be anfwer-
ed, and then a veficatory to be applied to
the fide, which procured great relief;
but the fever ftill continued and a thrufh
came on, which went quite through the
alimentary canal, appearing about the
anus as in an infant; * ftill fhe ftruggled
through this very dangerous ilinefs and
perfectly recovered though it was un-
doubtedly much prolonged, and rendered
worfe for want of bleeding and proper

treatment

# T never before, nor fince, faw the thrufh appear in
fuch a manner in an adult. I procured the very efficaci-
ous medicine for her on this occafion, which Tthave fince
difcovered and publifhed in my Cafes and -Remarks in
Surgery, p: 406 & feq. edit. I1. and ithad an extranrdi?a-
ry cffet by bringing away great quantities of thick
floughs by ftool, keeping her body open during the ufe
of it. Undoubtedly the glimentary canal is often much
affected with the thrufh, when we obferve it upon the

fauces &c.,
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treatment in time, her blood having a
thick buff-colour fize of ftrong cohefion.

The bark proved an excellent reftora-
tive in the conclufion of this difeafe, and
Affes milk was very beneficial to the
fame purpofe.

A cafe in this kind of fever, which ;‘&wfgb
neglect terminated in mortifications.

I was defired, by fome humane and
benevolent perfons, to vifit a poor la-
bouring man, who, at a great diftance
from his own home, had been confined
‘with this fever more than a fortnight,
deftitute of neceflary fupport, and with-
out any medical affiftance. He was
about thirty years of age, of a robuft and
fanguine conftitution, and had not lived
very temperately.

I found him in cold, clammy fiweats,
with a feeble intermitting pulfe, and was
B 4 informed
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informed, that he had been in a delirious
ftate for many days, voiding his excre-
ments and urine involuntarily.  Upon
farther examination I difcovered a deep
and f{preading mortification over the Os
facrum extending far unto the hips, and
one upon each heel; all which penetrat-

_ed to the bones,

Under thefe deplorable circumitances,
I was not willing to abandon this poor
man to his fate, and the charitable per-
fons I have mentioned readily offering
to fupport him, I as readily engaged to
take care of him, without any profpect

of gratuity for my attendance, &c. 1 |

ordered a veficatory to be aPplied to his
head, the bark and the volatiles to be
taken, and the mortifications to be dref-
fed in the ufual manner, The next
day I found his pulfe better; he was
perfec in his fenfes, and the mortifica~-
tions had made no farther progrefs,

By a regular perfeverance in all re-
fpects, this difmal cafe ended happily,

by
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by which we were amply rewarded in
preferving a life, that might become ufe-
ful to a wife and family of young help-
lefs children.

This kind of fever continued with us
more than fix months. It was not con-
fined to region or climate, as appears by
the following extract of a letter, which

I received from an ingenious young
Surgeon, then firft Mate on board the

Royal Sovereign in Sir John Norris’s
fquadron, cruifing in the Bay of Bif-
cay, and upon the Spanith and French
coafts, &c.

Royal Sovereign, Dec. 24. 1741.

““ You may depend upon the account I
“ fend you, according to your defire, con-
““ cerning the fever, which bas raged fome
““ time among us in different latitudes ; for
¢ I made my obfervations with the utmof?
“ exalinefs ; taking notes at the [ame time
* in my journal, and always vifited the pa-
¥ tients three times in a day.

5

_ We heard of
1ts being in the
Navy fome

months befors
we had it with
us in Norfolk.
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g reoption of ¢ Qur patients in general were feized
““ aith ﬂg’wgriﬂgx, pan of the bead, giddi-
“ mefs, Iqﬁwdf, Jamtnefs, great oppreffion
““ on the breaft and pracordia, ficknefs and
“ frequent vomiting, with a pulfe almoft
““ imperceptible. In a few hours after the
““ attack they became fo weak as to be in-
“ capable of affifiing themfelves upon almoff
““ every occafion 5 I was myfelf [o affeéted,
“ with the utmoff depreffion of fpirits ; and
““ we were very [ubjedt to relapfe. I ob-
‘¢ Jerved the moft fanguine, vigorous and
“ bravefl of our men were moff hable to the
““ difeafe, but, I think, we did not lofe one
¢ of thofe, who were feized at firft with fe-
““ brile f[ymptoms to am intenfe degree, at-
““ tended with a firong pulfe.

“ I made this fingle remark, perbaps not
¢ altogether impertinent. A young fellow
““ of a very robuft and fanguine conflitution,
““ moff [fubjedt to this difeafe, as I have ob-
“ feruved, refolutely bathed in the [ea every
“ day and efcaped. Some of our patients
‘““ on the sth or 6th day were feized with
“ diarrbaas, which generally proved Jalu-

¢ tary,
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« tary, and went off fpontancoufly. Three
«« or four after the fourth or fifth day fell
« into flupors for eight or ten days ; thefe
“ had black feabrous tongues, accompanied
< with eruptions, fpafins, &c. yet they
<< yocovered. Al the perfons appointed to
<c attend the fick were affected more or lefs 5
 the we bad, according to the feamens

< phrafe, fine airy births. %

¢« Qur general method of cure was this.
“ Bleeding plentifully at Jfirft, and repeat-
“ jng it occafionally, according to the pa-
¢ tient's firength and conflitution and other
““ circumflances. After bleeding we gave
g vomit, and when that did not alfo ope-
<< yate by flool, a clyfter was given, prepared
“ aith fea-water and oil. If the ficknefs
““ and vomiting continued, we then ordered
“ the common faline mixture of fucc. limon.

“ fal. fa@f;mb. &¢c.  For common drinks
4 1o be taken liberally, we direfled barley-

“ qwater agreeably acidulated with wvegeta-
¢ able

+ The tecmbirth fignifies an inclofed fpace, or kind of
apattment, made with canvas, for one feaman or more.

47
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““ ble or mineral acids, and fuch kind of
¢ acefcent lquors, without any fort of ani-
““ mal food : and we alfo gave cooling-
¢ powders compofed of nit. punificat. and
““ gcul. cancrorum ; keeping the bowels open
‘ agith lenient purgatives or clyflers.

““ When a flupor came on we always had
““ recourfe to bliftering and temperate cor-
““ dials ; finding the pulfe depreffed and ir-
“ reqular ; and we frequently obferved fin-
¢ gular good effecls on this occafion, from
«“ the application of a veficatory to the bead.

<« 41 wdo died became delirious, and
““ and fome raved forty-eight bours before
“ they expired, when convulfions clofed the

“ [cene. :

“«« This was our general method of the
“ cooling kind, wvaried occafionally, as rea-
““ fon, obfervation, and experience direfted
“ ys: and indeed I muff think we were
<« wery happy in the fuccefs of our prattice,
“ confidering the great difadvantages of Ji-

“ tuation, as we loff no more than ten pa-
¢ tients
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« tients in the whole cruife, and we bad
¢ ghove two bundred of the fbip’s crew fick
¢ af one time.

<« Notwithffanding the continuance of this
 fever in our [hip, we were Joon ordered
“ upon duty again in the fame flation. In
“ gur fecond cruife we bad a greater number
““ of fick, and the difeafe was attended with
““ more violent [ymptoms in general, confe-
“ quently more died, which we attributed
¢ to the exceffive impurity of the air between
¢ decks, the neceffary confequence of keeping
“ the ports clofe, which the fine weather
« ¢ before permitted us to kecp almoft always
¢ open : but we found no reafon to alter our
““ method of treating our patients. Very
“few either in this or in our firf} cruife,
““ bad eruptions appear in the courfe of the
§¢ fever.”

The

At the defire of the Officers of the Royal Sovereign,
the fubftance of this narration was tranfmitted to the Louds
of the Admiralty, and by their order it was publifhed
the St. Fames's Evening-Pof,
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The very alarming malignant fever which |
was attended with the gangrenous fore- |
throat, immediately fucceeded the laft epi-

dentic,

It made its firft appearance in May
1742. in that part of Norfolk where I
then praé&ifed; and as I had mever feen
the difeafe, nor could I recollect any de-
fcription -of it, that had been recorded
by any of our‘own or other obfervators,
I was at a lofs to know its nature and
confequently the proper methed of treat-
ing it. Upon the firiGeft inquiry I
could not then hear of its being in any
other part of the county or the king- |
dom, nor could I procure fatisfactory in-
formation to dire¢t my judgment and
practice, by looking into fome antient
writers, and alfo fome of the laft centu-
ry; tho’ they did afford me fome ufe-
ful knowledge on this very interefting

fubject.
This
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This difeafe was chiefly confined to
children and young perfons, tho’ fome
adults were feized with it; and the mor-
tality which attended it was very great
indeed, in none greater, perhaps, in this
kingdom, except the plague itfelf.

T was at once convinced upon infpeci-
on, that the tonfils, fauces, &c. had not
the appearance of a common inflamma-
tion, and they had an early tendency to
mortify; nor did the fymptoms of the
fever fhew it to be of the inflimmatory
kind : and I foon found that the patients
could bear neither bleeding nor purging,
nor the cooling, antiphlogiftic treatment.
Hence 1 was led to confider it ‘of a
putnd or malignant nature, confequently

treated it as fuch, with tempérdte cordi-

als, alexiphdrmics, preparations of ‘the
bark, &ec. frequently ‘ufing wirm, anti-
feptic gargarifms. Someétimes T thought
bliftering ‘the ‘throat or fides of ‘the neck
did fervice, but fcarifying ‘the affected
parts ‘was evidently préjudicial. Tho’

purging

3t
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This difeafe
gontinued for
more than ten
years in the
eounty of Nor-
folk..
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purging was hurtful in this difeafe, yet
common clyfters were occafionally ne-
cefflary to prevent the inconveniencies
arifing from coftivenefs, or a long reten-
tion of the foeces ; and when the bowels
were in the contrary ftate, which fre-
quently happened, it demanded particu-
lar attention.

This difeafe continued more than ten
years in my circle of bufinefs, but it
was not equally violent all that time; it
raged and was moft mortal in the years
1745 and 1746. I had a great number

- of patients of it, which gave me oppor-

tunities of feeing it in every thape; but
I forbear taking any farther notice of
what I obferved, three great Phyfici-
ans, Doctor Fothergill, Do¢tor Huxham
and Doctor Wall having treated fully
and learnedly upon the nature and me-
thod of cure; to which may alfo be ad-
ded Mr. Penrofe’s Differtation on the in-
flammatory gangrenous and putrid fore-
throat, which contains very judicious

and
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and ufeful characeriftics of diftin&ion,
to dire¢t the judgment of the unexpe-

rienced.
it C I held

T There feemed to me, upon firift examination, a great
analogy between this difeafe and that of the horned-cat-
tle, which continued many years in this ifland, the patho-
gnomonic of which alfo appeared in the throat; and it is
abfervable; that Aretzus, in his accurate defcription of
this malignant, difeafe about zooo years ago, exprefsly
fays it was preceded by a plague amongft that fpecies of
cattle, ufing the word Jues which fignifies peffilence in man
and surrain or the plague in cattle. Lib, i. cap, gi de
taufis & fignis morborum,

Dottor Layard, ah éminent Englith Phyficiar, and Dr,
Blondet a Phyfician of great charatter at Montpelier;
condefcended, for the public good, to write upon this

epidemic contagious difeafe, which proved dreadfully

mortal to the cattle in different countries and ¢limates,—
Doétor Layard propofed inoculation on this occafion, but
the prattice did not prevail, :

. This malignant fever and fore-throat was very rife in
France about the year 1748.—The celebrated Monf, Le
Cat, M. D. C, at Rouen in Normandy, wrote a Differta.
tion upon it—Dofor Chomel; an eminent Phyfician at
Paris; alfo wrote upon this difeafe, which he obférved
there that year; and by hiftories of cafes he thews the
pernicious effets and fatal confequences of bleeding in it,
In his Treatife he hus given a long 1ift of writers upon
this direful difeafe, who lived in different countries and
ages.~The learned and accurate obferver, Dotor Johnfon
of Kidderminﬂcr, in his excellent hitorical Differtation

on
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A fhort digrel-
fion in regard to
a very worthy
friend.
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I held a conftant epiftolatory corref-
pondence for eight years, with the gen-
tleman ‘who favoured me with the pre-
ceding account of the fever, which raged
in the Royal Navy, and particularly on
board the Royal Sovereign, in the year
1741 5 during which correfpondence till
the conclufion of the war in 1748, he
gratified me with many memorable oc-
currences, fome of which I have extraét-
ed from his letters to be here inferted ;
firft begging leave to be indulged with a
fhort digreffion in juftice to my friend’s
chara&er, and to give the more weight

| and
on malignant difeafes which prevailed there for fome
years, has mentioned this fore-throat, with fome particu-

lar remarks upon it

Creech's Tranflation of Lucretius's hiftorical account

. of the plague at Athens, with explanatory notes, wheréin

are mentioned the fentiments of Thucydides and Hippo-
crates upon the fame fubjeét, are well worth reading, as
they contain many ufeful phyfiological and medical re-
marks and obfervations, concerning the nature and caufe
of malignant fevers in general, as well as this deplorable
calamity in particular, which depopulated that famous
city in all its glory.—It is a common faying; where the
natural Philofopher ends the Phyfician muft begin.
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and authenticity to his valuable and ufe-
ful communications, he being a man of
great verdcity, probity and application,
to whom I am much obliged.

When he was well qualified for the
Univerfity, he was committed to the care
and tuition of a regular furgeon in ex-
tenfive practice, and being very ftudious,
he made a greater proficiency than com-
- mon in a few years. At about 20 years
of age he refolved to enter into the navy,
we being juft then engaged in a war with
France and Spain. Upon his firft exa-
mination at Surgeons-Hall for this purs
pofe, he obtained a qualification for prin-
. cipal Surgeon of a {mall man of war, by
the unanimous approbation of the exami-
ners, confirmed by the examining Phyfi-
cian; which was confidered as a fingu-

lar honor conferred upon him; but one

- of thofe gentlemen, in the moft friendly
manner advifed him to wave this appoint-
ment, and accept that of firft mate of the
Royal Sovereign juft going out upon a
cruife, which he told him, he could,

Lo and
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and would, if he chofe it, procure for
him without any lofs of time, under a

very able and experienced Surgeon his
particular friend, where he would have
the beft oppertunities of making himfelf
acquainted with the naval or marine
pracice of phyfic and furgery, * to qua~
lify himfelf the better to act alone after-
wards ; affuring him at the fame time,
that through his intereft foo, he might
depend upon having a fhip provided for

him againft he returned from the cruife. |

Not long after he went on board, the
principal Surgeon fell fick, and for the
prefervation of his life, was obliged to be
carried on fhore, and there left for the
recovery of his health. By this unfor-

tunate incident the care and important
charge of the thip’s crew devolved upon

him, with the affiftance of four mates:
however, his condu& in this ftation
proved highly to his credit, and perfect-

ly

[| Mr. Northcote wrote an inftru@ive treatife upon this
{fubject in the year 1770,
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Iy to the fatisfaction of the officers, as
well as the common men, by his exem-

plary tendernefs and humanity thewn in
the exercife of his profeffion, with the
utmoft diligence and attention, as I had
the pleafure of hearing from undoubted
authority.

After rhe peace was concluded he re-
turned to London, where he attended
the Hofpitals and Lectures upon every
branch of the Medical Art ; then at
Paris, and afterwards ftudied at Edin-
burgh, where he took a Dottor’s De-
gree, much to his reputation, his The-
fis Inaguralis having been much ap-
proved by the Profeffors.

C 3 CASES
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CASES and REMARKS,

,:Qﬁ?’?{mﬂff#ﬂf by the gentleman whom I

have been mentioning,
Cafe of a fraclured jaw-bone,

¢« When T was in the Royal Sovereign,

¢ a feaman who had always enque{d"gc;nd
¢¢ health, came to afk my advice as we
Fe lay in Portfmouth harbour, he having
#¢ two years before at New-York, frac-
L tured the Maxilla inferior, by crackmg
¢¢ 3 hard walnut, The fractured bone -
¢ not having been properly confined and
¢ treated at firft, it was now become fo
¢ troublefome and painful, that he was
¢¢ unable to mafticate {olid food. Upon
¢“ infpection I found the bone black,
¢ and’ part of it moveable, fo that with
¢¢ my finger and thumb, I eafily extra®-
¢¢ ed more than an inch of the whole
¢¢ {fubftance, with the dens canin. and
““ one
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¥ one of the molares ftill in their fockets,
«« The cure was foon effected by the ap-
< plication of lint moiftened in 2 mix-
« ture of aq. calcis and tin&. myrrhe:
¢ and in a reafonable time the {pace was
¢ filled up with offeous matter, and
¢« became as hard as bone itfelf, ad-
“ mitting of maftication without any
¢ uneafinefs. *

A cafe of a fracture of the feull, attended

with fome extraordinary circumflances.

¢ Paul Spliff, a very corpulent Dutch-
“ man, one of our failors on board the
¢ Royal Sovereign, walking in a dark night
“ with fome of his comrades in Portfmouth
“ Dock-yard, fell into the Dry-dock be-
“ between 20 and 30 feet deep, and his
“ head came firft upon a picce of timber.
“ His companions took him up immediate-
“ly, fenfelefs and indeed feemingly dead,
(B and

* See a cafe in my Obfervations, Edit. IT, Page. 72,
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*¢ and brought him on board. Qur worthy
# furgeon Mr. Green, being fick on fhore,
¢ the care of him fcll upon me; and with
* the moft attentive e¢xamination 1 could
# {carce feel any pulfe, which tho® almoft
“ imperceptible, was the only fign of life
* remaining. Upon the fall he had bled
¥ very much at the nofe, mouth, and ears,
¢ and the bleeding ftill continuing, with the
“ weaknefls of his pulfe, prevented my
“ bleeding him dire@ly. His head was
“ immediately thaved all over, and there
“ appeared a large Ecchymofis upon the
¢ right fide of his head and forchead. Our
¢ Surgeon being too ill to venture to come
“ on board upon this occafion, I fent forth,
¢ with to the Surgeon of the Dock-yard,
“ to beg the favour of his coming with the
‘“ meflenger, to give me his advice and af-
“ fiftance, apprehending there was a frac-
¢¢ ture, which might require fcalping and
“ trepanning without delay; but he abfo-
“ lutely refufed his attendance at this time
¢ of the night; I then fent the only mate I
% had with me at this junéture, to remon-
“ ftrate to him in the moft prefling man-

ner
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« ner the apparent neceffity of fomething
¢ being {peedily done for the prefervation
¢ of the man’s life, defiring if he did not
s choofe to come inftantly, that he would
¢ be fo kind as to lend us his trepanning
¢ inftruments, ours now being at the infiru-
‘¢ ment-makers to be put in order ; but this
¢ requeft he alfo cruelly refufed ; thercfore,
¢ at this time of the night, and under thefe
* unhappy circumftances, I could do no-
* thing but fcalp him, wheh I did exten=
“ fively, as foon as poflible, and difcharged
“ a great quantity of coagulated blood, up-
¢« on which his pulfe rofe and became more
#¢ regular, which before was deprefled and
* yery irregular, as ufual when the brain
“ is opprefled. I then found the Os Fron-
“ tis fraStured with great depreffion, and
¢ feveral fiffures in almoft every direétion;
“ one in particular extended far into the
‘¢ parietal bone, and another into the orbit
¢ of the eye'; but what furprifed me moft
* of all, was a wide feparation the whole
“ extent of the coronal future. Tho' I
“ could not elevate the deprefled pieces of
¥ the cranium, yct the patient received o

¢ much

41
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* much relicf from the fealping and re-
¢« moval of the extravafated blood, that in
e an hour or two after he recovered his
« {enfes and fpeech, with an improvement
< of his pulfe, which afforded me great fa-
< tisfaGtion under fuch defperate circum-
¢ ftances: however, early in the morning 1
¢ conduéted him to the Hofpital at Gofport,
¢ where trepanning was immediately per-
« formed, and, at the fame time, a fluid
« gppearing under the Durs Mater, it was -
« thought advifable to divide it the whole
«length of the feparation of the future
TheDua  ¢e voirh fciffars, which was from one tem-

Mater fuccefs-

fully divided the ; 1 Ay -
il poral bone to the other. ‘The. operation

the Caronal fu- ¢¢ fiycceeded very happily, as T was after-

ture.
¢t wards informed.” 7
Another

+ See my Treatife on wounds, in note P. 305, and
Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, Edit. II. concerning frac-
tures of the fcull. In a courfe of 4o years practice I have
been concerned in a great number of fraftures upon every
part of the fcull, and fucceeded by the operation of the
Trephine in about two thirds of them; even when ap-
plied to the exceptionable parts according to the direc-
tion of writers on Surgery, it has been attended with fuc-
cefs.
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Another cafe of a fradture of the feull at-
tended with fome fingular circumfiances.

« After quitting the Royal Sovereign,
¢ and being appointed chief Surgeon toa
¢ {mall Man of War, inftead of lying in
¢¢ Port-Mahon Harbour, as we expected,
%¢ a]l the winter, we were fent in com-
#¢ pany with the Terrible, to cruife in the
s¢ Strait’s Mouth, where after a {mart
‘¢ engagement I was fent for by the
s¢ Surgeon of our confort, to affift him in
¢¢ the following cafe.

¢ William Bright aged about 24, of a

‘¢ good habit of body and of an athletic
‘¢ conftitution, complained very much of
“ pain on the back of his hand, wrift,
- *¢and arm; which he could not bear to
“ be moved, or even touched, without
¥ giving him the moft exquifite fenfati-
 on of Pain 5 tho’ there was no vifible
¢ hurt
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¢¢ hurt upon the limb; but whilft exam-
‘“ ining it, we obferved fome blood drop-
¢ ping from his head, and upon fearching
¢ there, difcovered a wound, and the
‘¢ probe inftantly convinced us the cra-
““ nium was fra&ured ; confequently we
“ {calped him dire&ly, and after fuffer-
““ ing the veflels to bleed freely, reftrain-
““ed the hxmorrhage and trepanned
¢ him, judging it moft advifable to pro-
““ ceed to that operation without udf.:la}r;r
‘ before the fymptomatic fever fhould
* come on and probably worfe {ymptoms
“ fupervene, by the Encephalon fuffer-
“ ing from deprefled fragments of bone
*¢ and extravafated blood ; befides we had
“ reafon to believe the ball might be
““ lodged there, from the wound being
‘s perpendicular, through the upper part
‘“ of the right parietal bone, and to the
‘¢ beft of the patient’s remembrance, who
““ now had his fenfes perfeétly, it was
““ received at the very inftant he was
“ ftooping to take up his mufket in the
¢ heat of the engagement, The picce

£ Df
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¢ of the cranium which the ball took in
¢ its courfe was feparated all round, and
« confiderably forced down upon the
¢ Dura Mater, without any fhivers or
«¢ fiffures appearing externally. Weap-
¢ plied the trephine a little below the
«¢ inferior part of the fratture, and when
< we arrived at the Diploe, we found the
¢¢ circular piece of bone completely cut
¢ through fo far, quite loofe, and upon.
¢ taking that out, it evidently appeared
‘¢ to us, that a much greater extent of
¢¢ the inner table was broken off, that
¢ was loofe and forced down upon the
 Dura Mater, which it had lacerated ;
“ but we could not difcover . the ball,
“ even after we cut the perfmfatinn made
‘¢ by that and the trephine one into the
‘¢ other, and extracted {everal large pieces
“ of the lower table. After the ftricteft
¢ fearch we could not find the ball, or
<< any other extraneous body; but felt
“ more {plinters of the inner table loofe,
“ which we could not extrat; and from
* this confideration, I urged making one

s or

45
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“ or more perforations, but my friend, a

“ very good Surgeon, oppofed this ftep
‘ and fo it was not taken. §

¢¢ The patient was dreffed in the moft
‘¢ eafy and gentle manner, an exa& re-
‘ ¢ gimen

T If one perforation of the fcull, made in a depending
part, will give an opportunity of fufficiently elevating 2
piece or pieces, or of removing fragments of the bone op-
prefling the brain, and alfo of difcharging any extravafated
fluid contained underneath, it will be better, for obvious .
reafons, not to make more ; but it may often be found
requifite to make more, as I have obferved in patients of
my. own and thofe of other Surgeons, in confultations
where I have been, with the concurrent opinion of the
ableft and 'moft judicious praélitioners: and, indeed, I'
think none can be competent judges in fuch cafes without
feeing them and attending minutely and attentively to
every circumftance,—See Mem. de I' Acad, Roy. de Chi-
rurgie fur la Multiplicité des Trepans, Tom. 1. Pag, 251
& feq.——And; concerning the ufefulnefs of perforated:

- Plates of Lead applied after Trepanning, fee my Treatife

on Wounds, P. 315 & feq. and in my Cafes and Remarks

- in Surgery, P. 14.

Tho' I have known fraGures of the fcull fuccefsfully
treated without Trepanning, yet I am perfuaded many

tives have been loft for want of having that operation per-
formed in time,
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 gimen obferved, venefection feveral
“ times repeated, and lenient purgatives
¢ occafionally adminiftered.

¢¢ The fymptoms attending the hand
‘¢ and arm immediately upon the acci=
¢ dent, went off upon the operation;
¢ the wound digefted very well, and the
 Dura Mater had a good afpelt; yet,
‘¢ as the ball was left, we had great rea-
“ fon to fear direful fymptoms would
‘¢ fooner or later fupervene.

¢ On the feventh day after the opera-
““ tion this patient was conveyed to the
“ Hofpital at Gibraltar, where he was
¢ treated judicioufly; and after the ex-
“ foliations and fome fplinters were
“ thrown off, the wound was cicatrized,
“and he was thought fit to do duty
“ again in the fhip, after about 3 months
¢ continuance in the Hofpital, where no
‘¢ alarming fymptoms occurred, nor was
‘¢ the ball difcovered. He was then re-
““ turned on board his thip, and the un-

“ dulatory motion of the thip though at

‘¢ anchor,’

47
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ineident,
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¢« anchor, brought on fuch a vertigo and
¢« other eomplaints of the nervous kind,
« that it was though advifable to have
¢ him fent back to the Hofpital, where
« thefe fymptoms very foon went off, ahd
¢« he walked about apparently well. After
s¢ this I nevér faw him, but was credibly
¢« informed he did not long continue
« free from the moft alarming {ymp-
¢ toms, and loft the ufe of his right arm,
¢« where his firft complaint was, and the
¢ fight of his right eye, which is con-
“ trary to general obfervation, that when
¢ paralytic {ymptoms come on in con-
¢ fequence of frattures of the fcull, or.
s injuries done to the Encephalon, they

¢ appear on the oppofite fide.
<« As every circumftance of fuch an

¢¢ extraordinary cafe demands notice, I
¢ fhall ufe my utmoft endeavours to ob-
¢ tain a particular account of its event,

¢ in order to tranfmit it to you.”. |
The

- || No farther Intelligeiice ¢ould be obtained in this cafe:

Monf. Le Dran, in his Treatife on gun-fhot-wounds, re-
fates a cafe of a man's dying fuddenly with a ball lodged
upon the Sella twrcica, a year after the accident happened,
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- ** The day after our Fleet, under the
*« command of Admiral Matthews, who
““ fhould have been better fupported by
‘¢ Leftock, had engaged and put to flight
¢ the combined Fleets of France and
¢ Spain, the wounded were fent to the
““ Hofpital at Port-Mahon, where our
‘¢ Ship was left for reparation, and I had
¢¢ the opportunity of attending and dref-
¢ fing there till April.

““ In this Hofpital we had a great va-
¢ variety of cafes in refpe@ to gun-fhot-
*‘ wounds and compound fractures, with
* many amputations of courfe from fuch
¢ accidents; and here I recommended
“ the. ufe of your retractor and method
‘ of amputating above the knee, which
* were much approved.

“ As to compound fraGures I muft

* confels I faw no treatment of them fo
 worthy notice as I obferved under your
* care; and'indeed the fuccefs tere was
“ but very indifferent, which is the cafe
D “in
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¢ in general in Hofpitals, from bad air,
¢ gcc. particularly in military Hofpi-
« tals, where requifite accommodation is

¢ wanting. * | '

¢¢ Some extraordinary incidehts in two
¢¢ amputations induce me to give you
¢« {hort relations of them.

|

An amputti «« A very robuft, healthy young man
O & 1 4 tapu-
o e ¢¢ had a fhattered arm amputate:d at the

b ™ ee feapular articulation, by the Hofpital

<¢ Surgeon, and the artery not being {fe-

¢ cured by the needle and ligature, a

¢t yiolent hzmorrhage enfued the next.

< day ; upon which accident the patient

¢ fainted, and it was thought he would

¢ not have revived. When the dreflings

¢« were removed no bleeding appeared,

<« and the artery had fo far retratted it-

| ¢¢ (elf that the mouth of it could not be
| < difcovered,

% Obferve what Sir John Pringle fays conceraing the
Hofpital Fever, &c. in his moft excellent Book on Dif-
eafes of the Army, which alfo contains much more ufeful

L &
L medical knowledge than what the title fpecifies.

— e —
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¢« difcoyered; however a ftyptic, was dp-
¢« plied by guefs and a comprefs over it,
¢« having a perfon appointed to make
¢ conftant preflure upon it. Two days
¢¢ after, when it was apprehended thete
#¢ was no danger of a return of the bleed-
‘¢ ing, the artery broke out again, and
¢t then the patient fupk irrecoverably
¢¢ under it, before it was difcovered.
¢« A melancholy circumftanece indeed to
¢¢ relate, thus to have a life loft for want
¢ of due attention, and not having the
¢ artery effeGtually {fecured by needle and
*¢ ligature at firft.

*¢ The other cafe was alfo 2 compound

“¢ frature of the arm, fo near the joint
‘ that the Surgeons at firt determined
t¢ to take it off there; but on farther
‘¢ confideration, it was refolved to ampu-
‘¢ tate it at the fracured part; previous
““to which a tape was pafled with a
** feton-needle through the internal part
D2 f¢e of

+ See a pertinent cafe in my Obfervations, Edit. 1L,
®. 341, '

gl
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This method
was originally
pra&:ﬁ:d in am-
putating at the
joint.

‘How to ftop
the courfe of
the bloed in the
fubclavian artery
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¢ of the arm near the bone, to ferve the
‘¢ purpofe of a tourniquet, there not be-
‘¢ ing room to affix that. The tape was
“ tied fufficiently ftrait with a bow-
¢ knot, then the limb was amputated
¢ and the artery taken up in the ufual
““ manner with the needle and ligature,
¢¢ and the tape withdrawn. This patient

s¢ was feized with a bad fever and did

‘“ not recover.” 1

¢« A young

t I can by preflure with my thumb upon the little pec-
toral mufcle, juft above the clavicle, ftop the courfe of
the blood in the fabclavian artery, as I have mentioned

in my Treatife on wounds, Pag. 78 & feq.

I believe it would be no difficult matter for an inge-
nious mechanic to invent, with proper inftrutions, a ma-
chine for this purpofe, by which means the operation
might be performed at the articulation, with as much eafe

as a common amputation ; but was I to perform the ope-

ration, and had an affiftant I could well depend upon, I

"fhould prefer his compreffion, us mentioned above, for

ohvious reafons.

In an amputation below the knee, I once faw a large
‘portion of a tendon and a nerve included in the ligature
‘with an artery, even by a Surgeon converfant in opera-
tions ; in confequence of which, pain, fpafms, and a vio-
Jent fever enfued and carried off the patient, who was a

good
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s+ OF an abcef
““ A young man was brought to this , 5 a0 abech

in confequence

‘“ Hofpital during my attendance, who e
““had his breaft trodden upon .about iy attended

with remark-

D 3 €c half able circumftan-

CC3s

good fubject, in firong convulfions on the third day after
the operation., The day after the patient’s death, T had
an opportunity with fome other Surgeons, of examining
the ftump, and we then found the ligature upon the parts
as defcriled.  An ingenions Surgeon told me fome time
ago that when he was a Dreffing-Pupil in an Hofpital,
he was an eye-witnefs where a ligature remained on +till
every other part of the ftump was cicatrized, which could
not be removed without making a deep incifion to difen-
gage it -from the tendinous parts, about which it was tied
wich the artery. ;

]

Thofe who are inclined to follow Mr. Aikin's rational
method in the Appendix to Mr. White's Judicious
Obfervations in Surgery, by making ligatures on the
large arteries with forceps in amputations, as was former-
ly done, in order to obviate the inconveniencies and
dangerous confequences jult mentioned, fhould be parti-
cularly careful in doing it, after drawing out the veflels
to a fufficient length, leaft the retra@ion of them and the
impulfe of the blood fhould throw them off. Two fatal
inftances, for want of this attention I well remember to
¢have happened more than 40 years ago, when the needle

was feldom ufed : in one the hemorrhage was fo great,
that the patient expired before the Surgeon could get to

« him, who lived but.two miles off, no precaution hay-
ing been taken to have recourfe to the tourniquet upon

{uch an incident; and the othey patient never recovered
the immenfe lofs of blood,
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s hai?_a year before, b}r a perfon very
«« forcibly, whence violent fymptoms en-
¢ fued, as pain, great difficulty of breath-
* ing, cough, fever; &c. notwithftanding
‘¢ proper care had been taken of him at
¢ firt. In confequence of this injury,
¢ a tumour at length appeared, with an
¢¢ obfcure fluctuation of a fluid, bemng
¢ much confined by the pectoral mufcle;
¢ however, it was determined in a con-

¢ fultation

With 'the fafrc ‘Confiderations and views of thofe in-
genious gentlemen, very laudably attentive to the im-
provement of our art, I prattifed for many years much
'to ‘the Tatisfaction of myfelf and other Surgeons, the ‘me-
‘thod mentioned in ‘a note at Pag. 335 of my 'Cafes arid
Remiarks in Surgesy. Edit. 1L

By drawing the ‘artery’gently out a little way by one
edve “with 'diffelting forceps made rough, or with very
Imall téeth for obvios reafons, the ligature may be eafi-
1y conveyed on iith the needle, taking in onlyalitle of
the connecting cellular membrance ‘effeftually to pre-
Yerit its flipping off ; ‘and ‘it will caufe ho inore pain or
‘jriconvenience thidn including ‘the ‘veflels alone, which

‘fhould’ be tied but moderately ftrait.

“Either of théfe meihods, and the application at firll of
fhe moft eafy dreffing and bandage with the lealt degree
‘of circular preflure, ‘will certainly avert many formidable
fymptoms in confequence of amputations.
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« fultation to open it, and an aperture
¢ was made with an impofthume-lancet,
¢ yery properly in the depending part,
<« without any appearance of matter,
<« only upon the point of the inftrument,
< the mufcle clofing the orifice, till his
¢ pofition was altered, when it came
£ gq{hing out in a large quantity ; and
¢ from the flatus &ec. it evidently pro-
¢« ceeded from the cavity of the Thorax;
¢ Upon dilating the wound a carious
¢ rib was difcovered, and about two
¢ inches of it immediately extralted,
« entirely feparated from the cartilage.
¢ Towards the conclufion of this cure, a
< rib.on the other fide was fractured, by
“ a violent fit of coughing, yet in length
““ of time he recovered of .this too.
“ When this latter accident happened he
‘“ was exceedingly emaciated, and four
“ Surgeons, who ftrictly examined  him,
‘¢ were unanimous in opinion, that it was
“¢ a complete fracture. Before the.for-
‘“.mer accident he was healthy, and never
< had any {pecific fymptoms of a vene-
* real, {corbutic or fcrophulous nature;
“¢ nor did any fuch appear now.

A rib frafturzd
by coughing,
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A imilar ac-
$ cident by fuch
an exertion.
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Art 1n no repute
at Smyrna,
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““ Mr. Chrifty, fenior Surgeon of this
¢« Hofpital, aflured me, that he knew a
¢ gentleman who fractured a rib by vio-
¢ lent exertion in coughing. |

Prefuming upon the farther indul-
gence of my readers, I fhall proceed to
infert a few fhort extra&s from the let-
ters of my Correfpondent, who was a di-
ligent inquirer and obferver; concerning
the ftate of Phyfic aud Surgery in feveral
places abroad, &c. adding here and there
a note occafionally, believing they will
not prove difagreeable, perhaps not alto-
gether unprofitable, to thofe I profeffedly
thus employ my time to ferve: and
fhould they afford them only a little en-
tertainment, promoting a {pirit of emu-
lation to improve fuch hints to their ad-
vantage, my end and defign will be an-
fwered. '

““ In a cruife into the Levant#, I found

““ no Phyficians or Surgeons in any re-
“« pute at Smyrna, where illnefs detained
¢ me fome time, except thofe who at-
¢¢ tended
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tended the European Faltories. 'The
Mahometans, being Fatalifts, pay very
little regard to Phyfic.

¢« When I ufed to take the air for the
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accoutred indeed in E{Jnfﬂrmlty to the
turkith mode, it was neceflary to be
attended by a Janizary for protection,
as the Turkifh robbers generally thoot
the traveller firft and then rob him.
‘¢ However, notwithftanding the pre-
valent notion of the ferocious difpofi-
tion of the Turks, I found thofe very
obliging who ufed to vifit our Faéto-
ry, where I was well accommodated
during my ftay at Smyrma; they ufed
to invite me to walk in their gardens,
preienting me with fryit, and giving
other teftimonies of civility and cour-
ous behaviour. There feems no dan-
ger of living among them, if we do
not concern ourfelves with their wo-
men or their religion; but commit-
“ ting

The civility
and humanity of
the Turlks.




-0f the Ele-
phantiafis or Le-
pra Gracorum,
being now in the
Iflands in the
Archipelago.
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¢ ting any ats of indifcretion in thefe
“ points, Whom:.-ir; they are very jealous,
¢ nice, and delicate, would probably ex-
¢ cite their vengeance with fatal confe-
“ quences.

«¢In the Grecian Iflands in the Archi-
* pelago the Elepbantiafis, or Lepra Gre-
¢ corum, fill prevails ; many poor mi-
¢¢ ferable objects I therc beheld in ithis
¢ condition.

<« As no medical perfons by profefiion

« now dwell in thefe Iflands, fome of |

<t them hearing that Englith men of
«¢ war were upon their coaft, came on
«¢ board our thips, and almoft every onc
«.of them 'brought a pullet under his
“carm ‘to -offer as a gratuity for our
«¢ advice. ‘Tho’ -our humanity was ex-
« ceedingly affected with the tyrannous
« fubjeion they laboured under, joined
<< with the moft noifome contumacious
« difeafe, yet as we were in a per-
«¢ petual fluGuating dtate, «cruifing in
«.quet of our enemies, that prevented -

¢ even
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« gven a poffibility of adminiftring te
« them any relief in their complicated
 mifery. *

feiin

# The Elephantiafis, or Lepra Gracorum, which 1s of
the fame fpecies with the Lepra Arabum is reckoned
among the incurable difeafes; it is elegantly defcribed
by Areteus the Cappadecian, Lib. 1. Cap. 13. who fays
it is fo called from its foul afpett refembling the Ele-
phant's {kin, with unequal protuberances, roughnefs and
thicknefs of the parts having cleffs and chaps—P/iny fays

it appeared in Italy in the time of Pompey the Great, who
thought it had been peculiar to the Egyptians.

Lucretivs {ays,

Eft Elephas Morbus qui propter Flumina Nili
Gignitur Egypro, in Media, neque pretereaufquam.

‘Galen fpeaks of feeing it'to a great'degree in his time
‘in Alexandria, in which Univerfity he was-educated, :ant
afterwards refided and praétifed at Rome in the higheft
reputation, It is obferved to ke lefs frequent in Ger-
‘many, Scythia, and the cold northern Regionsthan ‘in hot
“countries,——Amb, Pare fays it is'more in Sparn and
Africa‘than in any other part of the world, and more in
Languedoc, Guyenne, and Provence than in all ‘France be-
fides, 'fﬁ:wm'fa}rs that the inhabitants of the Carilbee
Iflands, both the white people and the negroes, are
very fubject to this difeafe, but that it there gencrally
follows fome other violent diforder ; or proceeds from
living upon unwholfome diet: and Doffor Dunbar, with
‘Whom 1 was formerly acquainted, fince dead, who prae-
tiled




Qe

Refleftions on
the prefent ftate
ef Greece and
Aﬂllﬂie

feveral miferable creatures, with one of their legs near

ed; and under thefe circumftances, he fays, no attempt
is made in India to curethem.

-nhzs matter, in his Book de Medica Sacra. —--In l;ht M= |

My:B, /D A 4Cy As L

& '% In thle ermfe I had alfo opportuni-

< rriont Greeee, but 1t geve me 1nexpref—~
¢ {ible concern to refle& upon and com-
i pare

tifed there, confirmed to me what Towne has written upon
this fubject. Hegi':e: m the ITd Book of his excellent
Natural Hlﬂu;}r of Barbadiei, fpeaking of the difeafes of
this and, the ‘adjacent Mer:dr, has femethmg releung to
this matter well werth readmg

An mgenumle young Gentleman, Mr. Forfter, bred
in Guy's Hofpital and fettled now iu London, who was i
Surgeon to an Eqff-Indiaman, latcly informed me by let-

ter, among other judicious remarks, “_-hat he obferved of
this dreadful difeafe on the Malabar-Coaff, where he faw

30 inches in circumference and the foot enlarged i in pro-
jportion, unattended with pain tho’ fo enormoufly: Twell-

*The celebrated Daﬂer Mead has made inquiry almut

dical Tranfaétions of the Ceffeg: of Phyficians, Vol. I. Dr.
Heberden, an eminent Phyﬁclan at Madeira, has commu-
nicated the hiftory of a cure of this difeafe by the Bark

in a confirmed and inveterate cafe, and fays he has found

it fuccefsful in feveral incipient cafes,—See in the Ton- 08
don Medical U.Eﬁrvafmm and Inquiries, Art, 18, Vol. 1L,

a letter to the late ingenious and learned Doéor Cle- .
phane from a Phyfician at Aix, giving an eccuunt of the

Leprafy,
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¢¢ pare their prefent miferable condition
“in abje& vaffalage and flavery under
¢« the Ottoman Government, with their
¢ former glorious ftate ; even Athens
“ itfelf
chﬁg}_';-, as it appears in the Hyfpital called St Lazare,
which has been eftablifhed for time immemorial upon
the coaft of Provence in France.—~Vid. Celfum de Vitiligi-
i Speciebus, Lib. V. Cap. 28. et Hieronymum Mercuria-
Adzm, who has written very learnedly upon the Lepra in
his Treatife de morbis cutaneis, wherein he mentions ma-
‘ny of the earlieft writers upon thisdifeafe, which is con-
fidered by the Syfematic writers of the laft century, as

one of the Opprobria Medicorum, as well as by thofe of
- greater antiquity.

As we have the Leprofy in this Ifland of a temperate
climate, it generally appears like bran upon the fkin, or
a dry white fcab, more frequently found upon the el-
‘bows and knees than any where elfe, tho’ no part of the
body is exempt from it.=——TUnder thefe circumftances I
have feen more good done by a long continued and re-
gular perfeverance in the ufe of Mere. fublimat. corrofiv.
in very fmall dofes, than by any other medicine, drink-
ing, during the mercurial courfe, very liberally of a de-
«coction prepared with guaiacum, faffafras, china and far-
faparilla, having crude antimony boiled in it, loofely
tied up in a piece of cloth ; taking now and then a leni-
€nt purge and ufing a warm bath.—I have alfo experi-
‘enced the good effels of this liniment,

R picis
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¢ jtfelf, once tranfcendently famous and
¢ renowned throughout the world for
¢ being the feat of arts and {ciences,
¢« polite literature and refined policy, is

¢ now overwhelmed with barbarifm and

“ jgnorance.----Strange viciffitudes ! ---
¢ Quis talia_fandy temperet a lacrymis 2

«« I have colleted fome natural and
« artificial curiofities, which I hope to
« have the pleafure of entertaining you

<« with, when we have {ubdued our ene-~

“ mies. * X

R picis Liquid. 3ifs
Ung. e. Florib. Sambuc, %1v.
Lixiv. Tart. %i. m. bis in die applic.
calidd manu.

1 have alfo feen fingular good effeéts from the Chels

tenham-waters, not only in this but in fome other obfti-
nate cutaneous complaints; and lately in a very ftriking
inftance, wherein many other powerful methods proved
inefficacious,

+ Upon my friend's return from this cruife, ithrough
the careleflnefs of the perfons employed to careen the

fhip in Vado-Bay, fhe was funk and lay under water

fome time, by which unfortunate accident he loft fome
of his moft valuable curiofities,

(1 Wﬁ
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« We took feveral French prizes in this
« cruife, in one of which was a merchant
¢ who had been upon bufinefs to Mecca,
¢ not as a Pilgrim. He made me a pre-
- <« fent of a pint bottle of true Balfam e
<« Mecca, as a grateful acknowledgement,
< for fome fervices I rendered him in my
« profeffion, having nothing elfe left to
« give. He was a very polite, well bred,
« {enfible man, and entertained me in an
¢ agreeable manner upon various occur-
“ rences and fubjects relative to what he
* had obferved there, and in many other
“ parts of the world.

“ For the honour of the Englith Na-
“ tion, I can affure you, that our pri-
¢ foners were always treated with great
*.humanity, &cc.

“ There is ‘an odd kind of langunage,
““ mere jarpon, called Lingua Franca,
“which is {poken in the Levant, com-
¢ ‘pofed of Italian, French, and Spm:ﬁ
“ and it is alfo the common language in
“altmoft &l the maritime Towns in the

< Mediterranean ;

Of Lingua
Franca.




Neither Sur-
geons nor Phy-
ficians of emi-
nence at Leg-
horn.
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“ Mediterranean ; hence it is neceflary to
¢ be acquainted with it in thefe deftina-~
¢ tions. Itis not taught grammatically;
“ but I foon acquired enough of it by
¢ converfation to ferve my purpofe.

“ Upon our return from this cruife
¢ into the Mediterrancan, while fome
<« of the Fleet lay near Leghorn, I was
« defired, with other Surgeons, to vifit

Ll

Lol

¢ was fettled there, in order to cnnfult

¢ ahout a tumor upon his breaft of
¢ the glandular kind; * and it was our
“ unanimous opinion, that it fhould be
“ fpeedily extirpated, as it had a threat-
“ ning cangerous tendency; but in this

. WS

< very populous town, an expert Surgeon

« was not to be found to perform the
« operation, and he was obliged to take
“¢ a journey to Florence on this account,
« more than 4o miles from hence; in
¢« which fine and large city and univer-

“ fity,

L

* A few years ago my opinion was afked In a fimilat

cafe; but the Gentleman, who had lived very intempe-

rately, would not fubmit to the operation and died mi-
{erably,

a Scotch Surgeon Gf charaéer, ‘who-
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< fity, the capital of the Grand Duke of
“ Tufcany’s dominions, many high cha-
¢ racters in both branches of the medical
“ art, refide. Theriver Arno adds great-
% ly to the beauty of this elegant town.

“ I have had the honor of attending
“an officer of high rank and chara&er
*“ in the army twice to Rome, which jour-
*“ nies afforded me great pleafure, and
“gave me opportunities of inquiring
“into the prefent ftate of Phyfic and
“ Surgery in Ifaly; but I was extremel
* concerned to find the medical art there

“ not in the repute it was formerly,
B |

< Since the fall of the Salernian-School,
*“ only Bologna and Padua are in credit
“ for the ftudy of this {cience, where
‘ there are fome eminent Profeflors ;
“ and at the latter Univerfity the great
“ Morgagni prefides, and f{upports the
“ reputation of it with dignity.

“I could not underftand, that even at
® Rome itfelf there are any phyficians who
E ““ now

The Medical
Art rather inn
declining ftate
in Italy,
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Of the unfuc-
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on againft Pon-
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“ now remarkably diftinguifh themfelves,

¢« where the illuftrious Bag/ivi once fhined
“as a ftar of the firft magnitude.

¢ That brave Officer who honoured
« me with his friendfhip, was thought
“ to be ‘the beft Engincer in the Army ;

<« and when he was fome time after my

¢ attending him to Rome appointed to
« condu@ the expedition againft Pondi-
“ cherry which proved unfuccefsful, he

« prefled me to attend him as Surgeon

« to- the Train of Artillery, with the
« profpe® of being enriched by the
< {poils of our enemies; but I declined
s the offer, fearing the climate would not
¢ agree with me, as I had been fubje&t

< to a fpitting of blood in the Levant,

¢« &c. Vain are the hopes and expecta-
“ tions of mortals! Upon the firft at-

¢ tack a chain-fhot deprived this Hero

« of both his legs and life, leaving much
« to fame, and unhappily no perfon pro-

« perly qualified to fill his poft.

«« After
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“ After my delightful excurfions to
¢ Rome, our fhip being {tationed in the
¢ Mediterranean near the Ifland of Sardi-
“ nia, it was appointed to carry the King
 of Sardimia’s Archbifbop to his See at
“ Cagligri, whom we found a very agree-
“ able affable man, about 30.years of age.

“ Stormy weather and adverfe winds
“ made our voyage tedious, but then it
** gave me an opportunity of enjoying
“ much more entertaining and ufeful con-
“verfation with his Lord(hip, in the moft
“ pleafing and familiar manner, which
< fell principally to my fhare; as I hap-
“ pened to be almoft the only perfon
“who fpoke French tolerably, which
“he fpoke in perfection, and alfo the
“ Latin Tongue fluently; but he chofe
“ to converfe in French. In the courfe
“ of our converfation upon various fub-
 jects he informed me, that he believed
« there were not many confpicuous cha-
“ ratters among the Phyficians or Sur-
*“ geons even at Turin, the Capital of
“ the King of Sardinia’s Dominions.
E 2 “ Soon

Of an agree.
able Voyage
with the King
of Sardinia’s
Archhiﬂmp to
his See at Cag=
liari,
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Of Sir John « Soon after this, when we lay off

Sinclair’s coming

on board his bip ¢¢ Gopgg, Sty Sfobn Sinclair, a Scotch
¢« Gentleman, one of the King of Sardi-
“ nia's Officers, came on board our Ship,
K ¢ to afk my opinion concerning a com-
¢ plaint of his arm, &c. and confider-
““ ing his ftation and charaéter, I thought
it prudent to advifé a confultation;

¢ and Genoa being the neareft large town,

¢« thither I attended him on this ac-

T Pyt ““ count ; but the Faculty there, in neiﬁ-ﬁ-
xGenoanot . ther branch, feemed to fhine in their

| the beft, -
,r “ profeflion.

e — - —

- .« This Gentleman's cafe was more e
« chirurgical than phyfical ; the method
¢¢ I propofed in confultation was put in
¢« praétice and happily {ucceeded, in per-
| “ fe@ly curing this gallant Officer in 2
B ¢ fhort time, who entertained no high
'! « opinion of the Gengefe Afculapii: and,
| < indeed, thofe who had attended him

before in the Army had not treated
¢ the cafe judicioudly.

e

[
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“In this City is a large Hofpital,
¢ which I vifited attentively. It is nei-
¢ ther well built nor under good regu-
¢ lation and government, nor is the
“¢ practice exemplary; and indeed I faw
‘“ none that pleafed me in Jfal either
““in conftrution or otherwife. The
¢ bedfteads are made of iron, that they
““ may not harbour bugs; it is the only
“ thing worth notice in this houfe,
“ which is neither properly ventilated
““ nor kept clean.

“ Ifuppofe I could not omit acquaint-
““ing you among other occurrences in
*“ the courfe of the war, with my going
““upon the expedition intended for the
“ bombardment of Naples; of which fcene
““of deftruction the Neapolitans have
““ particular reafon to be horribly afraid,
“ as the houfes in general are flat-roofed
“and much expofed. When the mor-
¢ tars were elevated and ready to play,
“ waiting only for the fignal, in con-
“ junction with canonading, a Grandee

* came on board our Commodore’s Ship,
B ¢ and

69

The H ofpital
at Genoa not a
good one,

OFf the expes
dition for the
bombardment of

Naples,
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Of the prof-
pedt of Naples
{from the Sea,
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¢« and acceded to articles, which were

¢« foon after broken; fo was this grand

£c. dﬂﬁgn fruﬂ;lﬂtﬁd-

¢¢ I very much withed for the oppor-
f¢ tunity of vifiting this famous City,
¢¢ which makes the moft fplendid and
¢¢ magnificent appearance to the fea of

- ¢<any in the world, the fuperb buil-
¢ dings gradually rifing to a ftupendous
¢« height in the form of a crefcent like
<« an amphitheatre from the fhore, which
¢« T could defery with my glaffes; and

< really I could not view fuch a delight-*

¢¢ ful place, and think of its impending "'1
¢¢ devaftation, without having my mind 4

¢« filled with concern, tho’ in a ftate of
<¢ hoftility : and the inhabitants were

¢¢ then threatened with an eruption from
«¢ Mount Vefuvius, &c.. Here I faw =
s flames proceeding from the Volcano at

¢¢ Stromboli.

¢« The plan 1 hinted to you in a for-
¢ mer lettf:r which I purpofed to follﬂw

<« ypon the conclufion of the war, was,

¢ firft to attend a due time in London to

¢ every thing _relatwﬁ to our prnfeﬁinu

3

f




OBSERVATION S.

“ as I did ; and conclude my long pere-
‘“ orination with an excurfion to Paris.
““ In confequence of this refolution, I
‘¢ embarked on board a {fmall fhip in the
¢ Thames bound for Havre de Grace, in-
““ tending to vifit the celebrated Mon/.
““ Le Cat Surgeon to the Hétel-Dieu
““ at Rowen in Normandy in my way tq
“ Paris.

“ Neither our Ship nor Mariners were
¢ of the beft kind, and foon after we got
¢ into the Channel a moft violent {torm
‘¢ arofe, proving of long duration, and I
“ never thought myfelf in near fo much
‘¢ danger but once before, which was in
‘““ the Gulph of Eyons: =1 happened,
“ from long experience, to be well ac-
“ quainted with what was necefiary to
“ be done for our prefervation in this
“¢ diftrefs, and wrought truly for my life,
““ which animated the Mariners to do
‘¢ their duty and not defpair ; by which
‘“ means, after very great fatigue ana
“ difficulty, we gained the deftined port,

E_q_ HAE
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Of being in
the moft emmis
nent danger of
Shipwreck in
the Britifk ¢han-
nel.
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The charafter
of Monf. Le Cat
M. D, C. Sur-
geon-Major of
the Hotel-Dien
at Rouen.

Of the plea-
fant paffage up
the River Seyne
from Rouen to
;?aris.
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‘¢ As foon as I recovered from my late
¢ fatigue, I went from Havre de Grace
¢ directly to Rouen, where I was received
 with great politenefs and civility by
¢ Monf. Le Cat, with whom I ftaid fome
¢ days. He fhewed me many anatomi-
¢ cal and other curiofities, but what
¢ pleafed me moft of all was the neat-
¢ nefs, with the good government and
¢¢ practice of the Hofpital where he pre~
¢¢ fided, who is an excellent Anatomifit,
‘¢ Surgeon, and Operator. His merit has

¢ been diftinguifhed by having a Doc-

¢ tor's Degree conferred upon him, and
‘¢ he has eftablithed an Academy in his
¢« own Houfe, to which many Students
¢¢ refort. Few have made themfelves fo
““ confpicuous in refpect to literature and

¢¢ the {ciences, as well as in his profef-

¢¢ fion, as he has done; which his pub-
¢¢ lications upon various {ubjects evince.

 Upon my departufa from Rouen,
¢ which was with no {mall regret, I

¢« proceeded to Paris up the River Seyne, —

¢t in'a Barge well accommodated. This

¢« River
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« River in its courfe forms many beau-
< tiful little Iflands, and the adjacent
¢« Country on each fide of it being de-
+ lightfuily picturefque, made the pai-
¢ fage very agreeable.

¢¢ T have now refided at Paris a confi-
“¢¢ derable time, clofely engaged in pur-
¢ {uits for farther improvement in my
¢¢ profeffion, which were the motives
¢¢ that brought me hither.

¢ T find that Surgery here is {till more
¢t regarded than Phyfic, tho’ many emi-

““ nent Phyfictans are now to be found in
‘¢ this fine City, where arts and {ciences
¢¢.are cultivated and flourifh under Royal
“ Patronage. *

“ The

* For fome centuries great contentions and animofis
ties were kept up fucceflively from age to age, between
the Phyficians and Surgeons at Paris as fully appear in
the Hifforiv de I Origine & des Progres de la Chirurgie
en France, publifhed upon the Eftablifhment of the Roy-
al Academy of Surgery at Paris,
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Surgery ftill
1N more repute

at Paris than
Phyfic.
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An evident
error in practice
of the French
Surgeons.

M- E D 4IY § SA ST

¢« The Surgeons are excellent and dex-
“ terous Operators, and in general men
‘¢ of learning ; but I cannot approve their
‘¢ practice of applying to the wounds
““ immediately after amputations, &c.
““ Eau de vie, i. €. Brandy, as ardent {pi-
“ rits obftruct digeftion; and from this
‘¢ application I have obferved bad confe-
‘¢ quences. T |

“ The HitelDieu, the largeft, and,
¢ perhaps, the worft built and governed
“« Hofpital in Europe, is fituated near_1
““ the centre of this great and populous
“ City; into it are annually admitted
‘¢ about 20,000 patients, out of which at
¢¢ leaft a fixth part generally dies, It is

{3/ R0t

+ In the Iaft fixteen amputations which I performed,
drefling the ftumps in the plain, eafly fimple manner def-
cribed in my Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, 1 did not
lofe one patient;' and in general no threatning fymptoms
fupervened.  Since my infirmities obliged me to defift
from the operative part of Surgery, I have been concern-
ed in many fuch operations, wherein that treatment was
attended with the fame happy fuccefs. Thefe confidera-
tions make me think highly of the method, which I have

ftrongly recommended to my Brethren,
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Th fi
¢t not to be wondered that there thould be g;;’;:r‘ff

tality of the pa-

¢ fuch mortality, confidering what num- G5, o ma.
¢¢ bers are crowded together in bad wards, > * ¥
¢¢ and often four or more in one bad bed;
<« whence the air they breathe muit ke
< corrupted to fuch a degree, by effluvia
<« from their morbid bodies, as to prove
< yery deftrultive, and in a manner pef~

¢ tilential. §

« It is quite otherwife in the Hofpital gy, popica

de la Chariteé at

¢ de la Charité, where I chiefly attend; g2 oHes
¢« here' not more than about one in twen- ™

¢ ty dies. This is well ventilated, kept
¢¢ neat and clean and every thing in good
¢ order, under the regulation and ma-

‘¢ nagement

1 This Hofpital having lately been burnt, may be
confidered as an happy accident; for probably the King
of France will have the inconveniencies, very juftly com-
plained of, remedied in rebuilding it, which will well

recompence the lofs by preferving the lives of his poor
Tubjefts,

I have been credibly informed, that the largeft and
moft magnificent ftructure for an Hofpital in Europe is
built or building at Lifbon, upon a plan drawn by Mr,
Carr a famous architet at York; for which the King
of Portugal rewarded him with princely liberality,
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Chariflter of
Monf. Faget,
Strrgeon to the
Hofpital de la
Charité,

Two other
Hofpitals under
| good regulations
| with the Sur-
geons belonging
thereto.

M ® D V@ R,
“ nagement principally of Mon/. Fa-

ie * ; i B
get, a Surgeon of great eminence, and

¢ a very humane, well bred, polite Gen-
“ tleman: and forry I am to tell you that
“ is not the charaéer of Monf, B----¢,
¢ fenior Surgeon of the Hitel-Dieu; he
“¢ 1s morofe and feems to want the necef-
““ fary feelings of humanity.

¢ I vifit this Hofpital only upon par-
‘ ticular occafions; for many reafons,
¢ efpecially on account of the multitude
¢ of Barbers Garcons who flock hither ;
¢ making the attendance very difagrec-
“« able, as well as the very early hour at
¢ which the Surgeons here do their bu-
* finefs.

¢ Here are two other well regulated

¢ Hofpitals, which I frequently vifit; in
“ one of them the great Mon/. Morand
¢ prefides; in the other Mon/. Louss is
‘¢ Surgeon, a young man of a very pro-
‘“ mifing genius, whofe courfe of opera-
¢ tions' I now attend. This has given
¢ me a fair opportunity of mentioning to
¢ him
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¢ him the ufe of your Retracter and {uc-
< cefsful method of Amputation above
< the knee, in order to prevent a projec-
< tion of the end of the bone to whic
¢ he adverted. * - -

““ I now alfo diligently attended the
““ public le¢tures at S¢. Cdme, given by
“ Monf. Puzoss, upon Midwifery and
< fome difeafes peculiar to women, in
¢¢ the moft judicious manner.

% Jam

* I have had ample and fatisfaCtory experience of this
method for more than 30 years in patients of my own
- and other Surgeons, to convince me of the utility and

advantage of it in preventing a conical flump.—See my
Cafes and Remarks in Surgery relative to. Amputatiens,
Edition TI °

Dottor Kirkland of Athby de la Zouch in Leicefter-
fhire, faid in.a letter to me lately, ¢ T have had oppor-
¢ tunities of fhewing feveral Surgeons in this and the
““ neighbouring county, your method of amputating above
““the knee to prevent the inconvenience of a conical
¢ ftump, with which they are very much pleafed. — Apd
I have' the pleafure to obferve the like advantage
this practice in the Norfolk arnd Norwich Hofpital, where

Mr. White’s improved method of amputating the leg
with the flap promifes fuccefs,

from
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Of the leftures
given at St.
Come by M.
Puzos and his
charater,
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ME D & verist
““ I am very happy in being perfonally

¢ acquainted with this eminent man. I

“¢ have taken down the heads of his lec-
“¢ tures in writing intending to put them
““into fome better order at my leifure
¢ (having now much upon my hands) to
¢ thew you when I have the pleafure of
¢ paying my réfpe&s to you in Norfolk.
¢« In Midwifery, I think, he excells
¢ Monf. Gregoire, who has long been a
¢¢ celebrated teacher of this art at Paris,
¢¢ whofe le¢tures I have alfo attended.

+ Since the death of Monf. Puzos his valuable Works
have been publifhed in Quarto, by Menf. Morifor Def-
landes D. R. de la Faculte de Medecine de Paris; in which
are contained three excellent Differtations concerning
Depofitions of milk in lying-in women, and the great
fwellings often attending their thighs and legs in that
fituation, refembling thofe of an anafarcous nature, which
have not been confidered fufficiently, by any other writer,
as far as I can recolleét.

Thofe Surgeuns'and Accoucheurs who are not ac-
quainted with the French language, have reafon to with

for a good Englifh tranflation of this very ufeful prati-
cal Book.

Copy
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‘Copy of a letter relative to the treatment of
compound fraftures, which I have re-

commended in my Obfervations.

Halifax in Nova-Scotia,
fune the 12th, 1763.

Dear SiR,

¢« The pleafure of your acquaintance
“ in London, and the advantages fince
¢t received by your publication, make me
““ moft heartily congratulate you upon
“ the reception it very defervedly meets .
“ with in the world: and, having an
* opportunity of writing by a fhip going
““ to England, I could not forbear tranf-
‘““mitting an account of the fuccefs I
£ have had lately, in a very bad com-
“ pound Fracture of the leg, by purfuing
*¢ your method, believing fuch commu-
“ nication muft neceffarily prove agree-
“¢ able to you.

A f{oldier,
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¢« A foldier, aged about thirty, recei-

¢t yed this accident laft January. I was,

¢ called to him immediately and found

4¢ it neceffary to dilate the wound and

¢ {aw off between two and three inches

‘¢ of the whole fubftance of the Tibia

¢ much fra&ured, and the Fibula was
‘¢ fractured obliquely above two inches
¢¢ below the fracture of the Tibia.

¢¢ The wound was drefled as you di-

¢ re& in your Obfervations ; the whole

¢t limb was wrapped up in a poultice,
¢ extended upon a pillow, ufing the

«¢ tailed bandage and a ftiff paper cafe,

<« with the affiftance alfo of junks, in
¢ order to keep it ftrait and more fteady.

<« By the common treatment of the
<« wound it was perfe@tly cicatrized in

¢¢ three months, and now, about five

«c months fince the accident, the callus

«¢ is perfe@ly offified, the man in good -

<« health, the limb ufeful and well {hap-
¢ ed and but very little thorter than the

¢ other.
«¢ I was
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‘¢ I was very attentive in obferving the
‘¢ operation and progrefs of nature in
““ making good this lofs of fubftance of
¢ the bone, and before exfoliations were
“¢ caft off from the ends, a portion of the
¢ bone being fawn off at each end, gra-
‘“ nulations appeared like fleth in the
‘“ intermediate fpace, gradually becom=
‘“ ing bone as you have obferved. *

“ The advantages of this practice evi-
*“ dently appear in its fupport; the free
“ openings and removal of pointed frag-
““‘ments of the bone at firft, prevent irri-
““ tation of the very fenfible membranous
“ parts, whence proceed inflammation
‘ and abfcefles in confequence thereof:
“and it was very pleafing to others as
““ well as myfelf, to obferve what little
¢ complaint the patient made, and how
“ expeditioufly the cure was accom-

*¢ plifhed.
F “1Jam

* See my Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, Edit, 11,
Page 285 and feq,

i
|
{1
il
|

——
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¢« ] am perfuaded was this rational
«¢ practice general, few limbs would re-
¢ quire amputation on account of {plin-
¢“ tered bones; and happy would it be
¢t indeed, did this method prevail uni-
«¢ yerfally in the Army and Navy. 4

« ] am with great refped,
¢¢ Dear Sir,

<« Your fnuch obliged
T humble Servant

« CHARLES HALL.

¢« Surgeon to the 14th Regiment.”
A letter |

4+ When I dwelt in Norwich, I was called into the
country by a Surgeon in great bufinefs, exprefsly to af-
fift in an amputation in confequence of an accident of
this nature ; to whom I propofed and recommended the
method here mentioned ; he readily affented to it, by I
which means the limb was faved, and made perfectly
ufeful.—I am fully convinced of the propriety and utili- -

ty of this treatment of compound fractures, from an un-

interrupted feries of fuccefs attending it, having never:
been obliged to amputate a limb on fuch an occafion.

See my Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, Edit. I, con-
cerning compound fractures.
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A letter concerning a compound Fralture,

attended with a profufe haemorrhage from
tbe medullary artery.

Shottitham, May 4, 1769.

DeARr SiRr,

“ I was called two days ago to Mr;
“¢ Brewerton’s fon of Hethell, on account
““ of a compound fraGure upon his leg,
*“ attended with a very profufe hemorr-
““ hage. Upon enlarging the wound I
¢ expected to have difcovered the bleed-
““ ing veflel, and fecured it by needle and
¢ ligature ; but it eluding my f{earch, I
““ fawed off a portion of the Tibia, whick
*“ projected, imagining I fhould find it
‘“ between that and the Fibula; then I
‘* found the blood proceeded with great
* impetuofity from an artery running in
¢ the upper part of the cavity of the
 bone. I tried various methods to ftop

F 2 “ the
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¢ the blood without effect, only tempo- °
< rarily during preflure upon the end of
ithe boﬁc, and have called my friend
« Palgrave to my affiftance. Not fucceed-
“ ing in our endeavours, pray come with
< Mr. Brewerton as fpeedily as the length
« of the journey and your infirm ftate of
« health will permit, for we apprehend
« the patient’s limb and life to be in

< great danger.

|
J
1.
]
1
5
¢/ am, 1

=By

¢« Your much obliged
« humble Servant, |

« T. FULCHER. &
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After having confidered every circum-
ftance relative to this hemorrhage, which
proceeded from the medullary artery,
not only running in the cavity of the
Tibia, but being alfo encompaflfed by a
diftin& boney cafe like a quill, as difco-
vered with the probe, I propofed to the
confideration of thefe gentlemen the
making two perforations adjoining, from
the end of the bone, with a very {mall
crown of a trephine, which I had made
on purpofe {fome years ago to perforate a
carious Tibia. They concurred in this
method and it was immediately put in
practice, and brought the artery in view,
which appeared to be nearly the fize of a
crow's quill. After this dry lint alone,
with moderate perpendicular preflure,
- effectually anfwered the end, without
any confequent bleeding, and the patient
has an ufeful limb.

In this fingular cafe, the artery being
attached to the diftin& bony tube, could
neither retract nor contra®; nor was

Foa there

The method
by which this
hemorrhage
was reftrained,

A remark
worthy notice,
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_ed cafe, having made ftri€t inquiry to this purpofe of ma-

MV E 7Dl GRS A,

there any fubftance to be formed into an
efchar by the actual cautery, or any other
application to ftop the hemorrhage.

A fingular Cafe in which the Head of the -
Os Femoris was Jeparated from the Neck
by a fall.

In January 17635, a corpulent gentle-
man about fifty five years of age, fell off
a ladder fome yards from the ground, .
upon the great Tm_g:hanter, and was im-
mediately deprived totally of the ufe of
his limb. More than three months after
the accident, I was confulted with his
furgeon in ordinary, when I found him
upon crutches; but without power or
ability in the limb, to {fupport any fhare
of the weight of his body, or bring his

foot

ey i 5 e il e O .y i e

1 1 believe this may be confidered as an unprecedent-

. e a— T

ny Surgeons of Hofpitals, and others in the greateft prac-
tice in different parts of the kingdom, who have affured

me they never obferved por heard of one like it
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foot forward in.order to make a ftep,
without pain and difficulty, even with
the afliftance of his crutches. = Obferv-
ing then a confiderable fhortnefs of the
limb, with fuch other circumftances, and
appearances, as generally attend a frac-
ture of the neck of the thigh-bone, I

believed that to be the cafe.

After the ftrite(t examination of the
limb, and receiving an accurate relation
from the patient, concerning his manner
of falling and other circumftances no
doubt remained upon my mind as to the
nature of the cafe : however, as two Sur-
geons of charater, who had attentively
examined the limb together foon after
the accident happened, pofitively declar-
ed they could difcover no figns of frac-
ture, or diflocation, and the Surgeon in
ordinary now prefent being ftill of the
fame opinion, I thought it prudent in re-
gard to myfelf, as well as for the greater
fatisfaction of the patient, to propofe
having the cafe circumftantially drawn
up by us and fent to Mr, Pierce at Bath,

! g a Sur=-
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Mr. Plerce’s
_l:rEin 10,

B D T SAY Sies

a Surgeon of the greateft eminence and
integrity, who, from his long experience
and practice there, I apprechended was
the moft competent judge, both as to
the nature of the cafe, as well as to ad-

- vife the moft probable means of afford-

ing relief under the prefent alarming and
threatening circumftances,

This- propofal meeting with the con-
currence of the Patient and the Surgeon
it was directly purfued : and Mr. Pierce
in his anfwer gave his opinion, that it '
was a fra¢ture of the neck of the bone,
advifing, at the fame time, what he
thought neceflary to be done till he
fhould be able to bear a journey to Bath,
where he expected he might find relief.

Upon the gentleman’s arrival there,

‘Mr. Pierce confirmed his former opinion

concerning the nature of the accident,
and alfo gave farther expetation that
bathing probably would prove beneficial,
but in the event he was difappointed,
according to his following letters ta me,

which
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which is not to be at all wondered at,
confidering the peculiar circumf{tances of
the cale, that appeared after the patient’s
death. *

On account of a bad ftate of health,
which was brought upon this gentleman

by a fedentary, inactive life, the reverfe

of what he had been accuftomed to be-
fore this accident, he had recourfe to
Bath a third time, but without any hopes
now of receiving advantage in refpect to
the debility of his limb, which remained
quite ufelefs ; and there he died.

The Surgeon who now attended him,
Mr Pierce being dead, was defired to
open the limb, in order to difcover the
nature of the mifchief; which he did in
the prefence of his Phyfician and Apo-
thecary, and fent the head of the bone
to his relations in the_country, from
whom I had it ; and the following ab-

{traét

* S;e Mem, de I' Acad. Roy. de Chirurg, Tom. 4.
fur la Frature du Col. du Femar, Par, Monf, Sabaticr.
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ftract taken from the narrative fent with
it figned by the Phyfician, the Surgeon, - '
and the Apothecary, contains every ma- '
terial circumftance, relative to the ftate
in which the parts appeared, at the time
of the patient’s death.

What appeared upon the Diflettion.

e After having laid the joint and the
adjacent parts open and fairly in view,
the neck of the Os Femoris was found
feparated from the head, in {fomewhat
an oblique direction, ljring in its aceta=
bulum, with fome fragments of cartilage
‘broken off from the edge of it, and
hanging by {mall portions of the lace-
rated capfular ligament. The cartilage
which covers the head of the bone, and
that which lines the acetabulum were
eroded by acrid matter in many places.
About four fifths of the broken irregular
furface of the neck of the bone was
forced upwards, and refted againit the Os a
Ilium, where it was reftrained in fome .
| meafure
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meafure from going further, by a bridle
from part of that ligament, but more by
the refiftance of the mufcles. There was
no coalition of the fmall parts of the
broken furfaces which were in contact,
nor the leaft appearance of callus; in
the generation of which probably nature
might have been interrupted by keeping
the limb in motion, the cafe at firft not
being deemed a fracture, confequently
the patient was put upon crutches too
foon and encouraged to make ufe of them
bearing upon the limb as much as he
could, and this of courfe oppofed the
cure, and forced the bone higher up.

Du Verney and Ruyfch, two very
eminent Surgeons and Anatomifts, have
been too peremptory, as appears from
undoubted more modern authorities, in
afferting that the head of the Os Femo-
ris 1s never thrown out of its Acetabu-
lum, unlefs owing to fome difeafe there-
in, or about the joint. It certainly does
require, in general, a much greater force
to diflocate the head of the bone than to

fratture

o1




Ty ey, T, e T TR
- -

92

IV~ N VBB AN s iemA T,

fracture the neck of it, as may be con-

cluded from its weaknefs there and pofi-
tion, and confidering how fecurely the
head is confined in the cavity, by the
very ftrong round ligament, and the joint

being encompafled with the burfal liga-
ment and many ftrong mufcles. -+

RE<M-A R K=S

Submitted to the confideration of my Bre-

thren.

As the mufcles a& upon the bones,
when their refiftance is taken away or
diminithed in an oblique fracture of the
leg, where both bones are broken, and
more efpecially in fuch a kind of fracture

of the thigh, for obvious reafons, the
Lmb

4 See what Mr. Travis an ingenious Surgeon at Scar- |

borough, fays upon luxations of the thigh in the London
Med. Obfervations and Inquiries, Vol. IL. and Monf.

Pouteau in his Differtation upon this Subjet in his Me= =

langes de Chirurgie, who is 2 Surgeon of great Repute
and Merit at Lyons,
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limb will confequently be immediately
fhortened, by the natural contra&ile
power of the mufcles: I and when that
action ceafes and they become quiefcent
and inacive, or in a paflive ftate, the fu-
pervening tumefaction of the parts will
enlarge their diameters and in proportion
increafe their fhortnefs, whence it ne-
ceflarily follows, that one end of the
bone will be gradually drawn over the
other, upon fome fuch mechanical prin-
ciples, as a rope by being wetted will
fhorten and raife or draw a great weight.

Hence it appears of great confequence
to endeavour to prevent inflammation
and tenfion at firft, and, after gradually
and gently extending the limb to its pro-
per length, and drefling it as art direéts,
to apply fome eafy extending machine to
counteract that force, without creating

pain;

1 The very learned Dotor Battie, in his Exercitati-
ones de Principiis Animalibus, and the great Roman
Profeflor, Baglivi, in his Differtation, De Fibra Motrice,
have demonfiratively fhewn the nature of mulcular
Fibres, &,
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Anindetermi=
nate point to be
confidered.
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pain; continuing the ufe of it till the
callus has acquired a fufficient degree of
firmnefs or folidity to refift it: but when
we happen not to be called before tume-
fa&ion, &c. fupervene, we muft remove
thofe accidents as fpeedily as we can,
before we proceed in this manner. '

In a fracture of the neck of the thigh-
bone, befides fome well adapted exten-
ding machine, it may be found very ne-

ceflary to apply a plafter-comprefs or
fome other eafy fuitable pad of a fuffici-

ent thicknefs upon the part where the
bone was thrown to, and have it well
confined with a roller artfully turned, in
order to affift in keeping the fractured
parts more fteady and in contact as much

as pofiible.

Upon thefe occafions, and even in a
fracture of the neck of the thigh-bone, I
would recommend, from fome experience

I have had of its utility, the fracture-
box mentioned at the conclufion of the

- chapter upon fraGures, in the {econd
Edition of my Cafes and Remarks in

Surgery,

|
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Surgery, till fome better contrivance fhall
be invented, it being an obje@ worthy
the particular confideration and attention
of Surgeons of a mechanical genius. It
certainly requires but very little force, in
any machine properly and judicioufly
conftructed and applied to anfwer this
purpofe effectually.

Befides that I have been mentioning,
I have had my opinion afked, within two
or three years, in three cafes wherein ‘the
neck of the thigh-bone had been frac-
tured in perfons advanced in years, which
had been overlooked for many months;
and the patients were all deprived of the
ufe of their limbs irrecoverably. |

The bones of old people are more
compact and brittle than in young, con-
fequently require lefs force to break them,
‘and more time to reunite them with
offific matter: and it is certainly not
advifable to difturb fuch limbs with 2
‘view of preferving their natural motion,
it being better to run the hazard of an
Anchylofis, than no reunion by interrup-
ting nature’s operation for that purpofe.

95
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-« ftances of the cafe now under confi- =&
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Myr. Pierces firft letter concerning the
preceding cafe. |

Bath, Feb. 15, 1765.

DeARrR SIR,

¢¢ Gentleman’s cafe which I fhall everdo.
¢« to thofe commands you favour me
¢ with, and give you my opinion with-
¢¢ out referve. It would be vanity in me
¢t to imagine you could have any other
¢« motive for applying to me, but that of
< fuppofing my long refidence here, may =
¢« have afforded me opportunities of {ee-
¢ ing almoft all kinds of bad-joint cafes, '
< which fooner or later are brought hi-
¢¢ ther. From the fymptoms and circum-

A

¢ deration, which you have accurately
«¢ defcribed, I make no doubt of its be- =

¢ ing as you apprehend, a fraCture of the
neck
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“ neck of the Os Femoris ; as the thigh _ el
““ and knee turning outwards; the limb O orec o s
‘“ being much fhortened and confiderably

¢ thrunk ; the pain felt in the courfe of

“¢ the Sartorius Mufcle, which from its

‘¢ origin and infertion muft frequently be

“ put upon the ftretch, often caufing

““ pain on the infide juft below the knee;

“and the crepitus which the patient

¢ himfelf has been fenfible of in moving

¢ the limb.

“ This fort of fraGure has been very
* often overlooked even by able Sur-
** geons, till time has produced fymp-
" toms demonftrating the fact beyond
““difpute; of which [ have feen feveral
““inftances: and in fome recent cafes [
““ have endeavoured to preferve the na-
“tural length of the limb by various
“ methods, but not to my fatisfaétion.

“In the prefent “tate of this gentle-
*man’s cafe, T would recommend the
* application of a warm ﬁrengthening
“ plafter, with a ﬂmng bandnge and con-

G ‘“ finement,




A cafle where-
in the neck of
ghe bone was
twifted afunder
by the fole pow-
er of the
mufcles,

My B D AYOLIA: I

¢ finement, and to come to Bath when
¢t he is found in a condition to bear the
¢ journey, where, from the great expe-
¢« rience I have had in the efficacy of
¢ our waters in fimilar cafes, I have good
< reafon to hope he will receive benefit;
¢ and, from my fituation, permit me to
¢ fay, my good Friend, that, perhaps
< more have come under my notice,
¢ than under any perfon’s in this king-
<« dom; two of them happened by the
« power of the mufcles, twifting the
<¢ neck of the bone afunder, without the
¢¢ patients falling to the ground; one of ¥

<« which was the late Duke of Portland, ¥
¢ and his fervant caught him before he

¢ fell. The Surgeon who was imme-
¢ diately called on this occafion, pro-
¢¢ nounced the mifchief only a ftrain,
< concluding, from the manner of the.
«¢ accident happening, that it could be

<¢ neither a fradture nor a luxation.
y N

¢« The pain increafing and his Grace
s being fubjed to arthritic and rheuma- -
« tic complaints, the Phyfician then
< confulted
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‘¢ confulted was of opinion, as well as
‘¢ the Surgeon, that fome fuch matter
“ was fallen upon the part.

“ He had recourfe to Bath many
““months after, and upon” firi@tly ex-
“amining the limb then, I found it
““ about four inches fhorter than the
¢ other, with an exuberant Callus about
‘¢ the joint and an Anchylofis. - Here
“ our noble patient found as much re-
“ lief as could reafonably be expected
““ under fuch circumftances, and with a
“ high heeled fhoe and -two" fticks he
*“ was enabled to walk a little without
“ much pain.

““ The other patient was 2 gentleman,

*“ of Briftol about 7 years of age. The
““ Surgeons concerned, when we met in
“ confultation, differed from me in opi-
““ nlon, and would by no means admit
““ of the cafe being a frature, for the
*¢ reafon affigned in the preceeding cafe :
““however, he died a few months after,
G 2 ““ and
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fimilar nature,
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«¢ and the Surgeons opened the part, and
«¢ behaved to me with great candor, con-
« fefling their miftake by letter.

«¢ T am much obliged to you for your
¢ kind wifhes for my health; butitis by
¢¢ no means fuch as you, and a few fin-
¢c cere friends, with me; and I have but
¢¢ little hope of amendment at 68 ; but
¢ in everyftate and condition belicve me,

¢¢ My dear Friend,
¢ Your's moft fincerely,
¢«¢ and affefionately

¢ JEREMIAH PIERCE.

Mr.,
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Mr. Pierce's fecond Letter upon the fame

occafion.

Bath uly the 211, 1765.

My peaAr FrRIEND,

““ I know our friendthip is upon fuch
‘“ a foundation, that you will put a fa-
““ vourable conftru&ion upon any feem-
““ing neglec ; indeed I fhould have
““ anfwered your laft kind letter fooner
*‘ concerning our patient, but was wil-
“ ling firft to be able to give you fome
““ account to pe relied on as to the effe&®
““ of our waters, with the probable event
““ in his cafe.

““ Upon ftrictly examining the limb
““ when he arrived here, and confidering
“all the fymptoms you had well de-
““ {cribed, I found not the leaft reafon to
“alter my original opinion. I refolved

G 3  tQ

ior
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to proceed with the utmoft caution,
as our waters have very altive prin-
ciples, as you found by experience in
your own cafe, I therefore at firft per-
mitted him to ufe only the Crofs-Bath,
which is the moft temperate, and
then but for a fhort fpace of time at
each bathing. As he feemed to re-
ceive from hence fome benefit, I was
encouraged, after a few weeks, to ad-
vife the ufe of the Queen’s and then
proceed to the King’s Bath. Having
purfued this method a proper time, I
.thought it advifable to try cold bathing,
in order to recover the tone or elaftici-
ty of the weakened parts, and then I
recommended fea-bathing, for which
purpofe he went to Yarmouth, and 1t
concerns me to tell you that I have
fince received letters from him, not
agreeable to my wifhes and expeltati-
ons, yet, from what I have obferved in

< fuch cafes, am not {till without hopes

[ 41
(4
if

L]

of his walking in leng_th of time, with
an underhand cane and a high heeled

{hoe, tho’ he muft inevitably have a
{Liff joint.

¢« T find
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« I find you have taken the refolution
«¢ to die in harnefs, and may God profper
< g]ll your undertakings. Without a |
¢ compliment I affure you I think the
s¢ whole Faculty obliged to you for your
s¢ publication, -which you gave me the I
<« pleafure of reading in M. S. and i

“ I am, my good Friend,

¢« Yours in all fincerity, &c. |

¢ JErReEm1aH PIERCE.”

G 4.. . Explaggtion I
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Explanation gf FIGURE I,

A. The head of the Os Femoris, thew-

ing the manner in which it was fepa-
rated from the neck, partly according
to the courfe of the Epiphyiis. '

B. The extreme point of the neck of the
Os Femoris, defcribing how far it was
thrown up and refted againft the Os
Iligm.

C. A portion of the lacerated Capfular-
Ligament, which might, in fome
meafure, reftrain the bone from be-

ing forced farther up.

Ficure 2.

§hews the head of the bone broken
off at the neck as rcprﬂfentf:d in Fig. 1.,
with fome fragments of cartilage to-
gether with bone, feparated from the
edge of the acetabulum, and hanging
by {mall portions of the capfular liga-
ment I, 2, 3.
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Thefe papers were prepared for the
prefs before I had an opportunity of
reading Mr. Aitken’s Treatife on Frac-
tures. The ufe of my plain, fimple Ma-
chine which he has partly adopted for
extending a fraGured Thigh, I have of-
ten {uccefsfully experienced without any
fuch inconvenience enfuing as he appre-
hends may arife from the ufe of 1t; for
the fuperior fixt point internally refts
againft the inferior partof the Os fnuo+
minatum, which makes a good Fulerum,
where it requires to be well guarded to
prevent galling, by an eafy pad properly
adapted : Hence it appears that no fuch
ftrong preffure is demanded, as might
interrupt the circulation of the blood
productive of bad confequences.

The engraver has indeed juftly incur-~
red the remark which this Gentleman
makes, by having exprefled too faintly
the joints in the pieces which conne&t
the circulars in this machine, to corref-
pond with the knee-joint; tho’ I had

as firongly defcribed them in my fketch,
as
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as in the extending maching appropriated
to the Leg, reprefented in the {fame plate,
to ferve the like purpofe of giving liber-
ty to move the joint of the knee occa-
fionally. '

By the ufe of the Machine and Cafes
which I have recommended, I could fafe-
ly change the pofition of the limbs with-
out difturbing the fractures, as different
occafions required in ‘the.cure of them:

" and by the addition of hooks and eyes

to the fides of the pieces of the Ma-
chines, which conne& the circulars, the
knec-joint may be fixt to any degree of
flexure that may be thought neccflary.

In a fracture either of Leg or Thigh,
I always placed a fmall pillow under the
ham for eafe, giving the joint by that
means a little bend.

I am apprehenfive from what I have
obferved, that in fome cafes, laying the
limb fidewife may be attended with in-

conveniencies ; but this point muit be
left
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left to the difcretion of the Surgeon ac-
cording to circumitances: however, in
compound Fractures, where there is a
wound on the outfide, that pofition is
impracticable. '

When I was in practice, I ufed to keep
by me {tiff paper of different thickneffes,
having fheet-lead, fuch as tea is brought
home in from the Indies, ftrongly glued
unto it, to prevent its attracting moifture
and lofing its firmnefs, in order to form
cafes and fplints, as the different fizes of
limbs, and other circumftances fhould
require, which may prove no bad fubfti-
tutes to the more ingenious and judicious
inventions and contrivances of fome emi-
nent Surgeons in London, &c. for the
ufe of. country practitioners, whom I
have in view, thinking it no immaterial
confideration.

As to the Bandage, which I have def-
~ cribed upon the great Monf. Petit’s plan,
in his Traité¢ des Maladies des Os, Chap.
xy, for the Tendo Achillis when rup-

tured,
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tured, or otherwife divided, I have alfo
experienced its utility upon feveral occa-
fions ; but as this ingenious Surgeon ve-
ry jultly remarks, the application of it is
rather troublefome; and requires to be
made with particular care and attention,
to make it fit ealy upon the limb: be-
fides, indeed it may not anfwer the de-
fign fo well, as the Machine which he
recommends ;3 or that which the late
great Profeflor Monro invented in his
own cafe; but then here likewife the
accommodation of Pra&itioners in the
the country is to be confidered, where
good Mechanics are rarely to be found
to procure fuch contrivances, and this
ufeful Bandage can be eafily provided
upon fuch an emergency.

To anfwer the fame purpofe, I have
eonfined one end of a ftrong ftrap of
~ fticking plafter, of a fuitable length and
breadth, under a circular piece of the
fame about the middle of the fole of the
foot, carrying it over the heel up the leg

and
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and confining the other end above the
calf with another circular plafter, firft
gently and gradually bringing down the
Mufcul. Gaftrocnem. as far as they will
readily yield; giving the limb, at the
fame time, the pofition defcribed in my
Treatife on wounds. On the like occa=
fion I have alfo fixt one ftrap by the
circular about the foot, and another by
that above the calf of the leg, pafling
the one through a {lit in the other, and
ufing them as the uniting Bandage ; but
then two more circulars are reqmﬁtc to
confine the other ends of the longitudi-
nal ftraps fecurely.

Either of thefe methods may effecual-
ly anfwer the end, with lefs trouble than
the Roller ufed as has been mentioned ;
and they are obvioufly more practi-
cable than that Bandage, where there is
a wound to be dreffed ; then a few turns
of a roller deferibing a figure of 8 about

the joint will be fufficient, over an eafy
comprefs.

In
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Che was a ve-
v fenfible in-
telligent woman.
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In fractures of the Patella, I have pro-
ceeded, much to my fatisfaction, upon
this principle, with ftraps of plafter, in
order to refift the mufcular force, and
prevent the fuperior piece of the bone
from being too far retracted.

Of an Ouwarium, in which were contained

many extraordinary appearances.

On March the 6th, 1771, a Gentle-
woman confulted me, when fhe thought
herfelf to be in the sth month of gefta-
tion with her firft child. She was of a
delicate habit, 25 years of age, and had
always been regular in her Catamenia,
which appeared early. She gave mean
account of her having felt, for fome years,
a tumor on the left fide of her body, at-
tended with an obtufe, but never an
acute pain, low down and deeply fitua-
ted in the Pelvis, according to her own
defeription, which for fome time fhe had

been able to bring forward and high up
with




OB SE RVATI NS

with her fingers, and apprehended it was
now in an increafing ftate very confide-
rably. She alfo faid fhe had frequent
provocation to make urine, always mak-
ing it in a {fmall quantity, with a degree
of pain and difficulty, and had fometimes
been obliged to be relieved by the intro-
duction of a catheter.

On account of her pregnant ftate T
could not difcover the tumor, with the
moft careful examination, but fthe fo
clearly defcribed it, from 'her attentive
remarks and obfervations, that after ma-
turcly confidering every circumftance, I
concluded it was an enlarged Ovarium,
which might comprefs the bladder, or
that there might be fome difeafe in it,
to obftru&t the emiffion of the urine.
This was the opinion I delivered to her
hufband, and her Surgeon in ordinary,
whom T met in confultation.

This Surgeon not being an Accoucheur,
an eminent one was called to her in the
eighth month of geftation, when the was

fuddenly

IIIX
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fuddenly alarmed in the night, with a con~
fiderable difcharge of the Liquor Amnii,
without any previous pain or accident ; but,
difcovering no other figns of approaching
labour, he did nothing, only injoined reft,
and fhe flept quietly the remaining part of
the night without an opiate. Next day fhe
fat up feveral hours, having no other fymp-
toms than a {mall dilcharge of water upon
motion, and a frequent inclination to make
urine, which evacuation was attended as
ufual with a little pain and difficulty. On
the third day {he ventured down flairs, ap-
pearing rather better, and fo continued till
the 4th day towards evening, when fhe
was fuized with a rigor and great coldnefs
of the extremities, which lafted an hour or
two, and then were fucceeded by a fevere
fever fit, attended with frequent vomiting
of a dark coloured bilious matter. In this
fever fit the complained of an intenfe heat,
attended with pain and tendernefs, extend-
ing all over the Abdomen, for which no
means that the Surgeon could think of af-
forded any relief; fhe grew worfe in all re-

fpeéts without any figns of being delivered,
and
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and he thought it not advifable to attempt
delivering her entirely by force under thefe
circumftances, fearing fhe might actually
expire even in the operation. On the 7th

113

day in the morning the pain and heat were

greatly abated, but the had a very languid,
intermitting pulfe, denoting a mortification,
in which it was apprehended the inflamma-
tion might terminate ; foon after the became

delirious, and died about fix in the evening

.of that day.

The morning after her death, her body
‘Was opened, according to her own defire,

and both the Surgeons were concerned in
the diffeétion:

'They found the Uterus mortified on the
left fide, with a Feetus of a natural fize and
form contained in it; which they thought
had not been dead many days, and nothing
relative to that appeared preternatural,
The Ovarium on that fide was as large as
a melon and of an oval figure, beginning
alfo to be mortified. By o pening its tunic,
Which refembled a thick leather bag, there

H : iffued

What appedrs -
ed upon the dif-
feétion,
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ifTued out a full quart of an atheromatous
matter, in the middle of which was
lodged a lump about the bignefs of a tur-
key's egg, in fullftance like hog’s lard,
which melted as eafily and was as inof=-
fenfive ; it had a great quantity of brown
hair intermixt with it, moft 1n the mid-
dle, as appeared upon cutting through it.
This fubftance was not inveloped in a
diftin& membrane, but was covered all
over with hair, twifted and curled in
a very wonderful manner, fome of which
exceeded a foot in length, and had evi-
dently bulbous roots when viewed with
a glafs; fome took root in the centre,
others in different depths in this {ub-
(tance from the furface of it, as was dif-
covered by feGtions in different directions,
examined with the utmoft attention; and
from the inferior part pmcccded a large,
long ftring or rope of hair twifted toge-
ther fomething like an EIf's Lock or the
Plica Polonica. At the lower part of the
Ovarium, were found two diftinct irre-
gular bones, . the lowermoft of which:
was fixt a perfet incifive tooth, which.

proceeded!
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proceeded through that bone into a very
thick membranous focket, formed be-
tween the coats of the Ovarium, with
an imperfect tooth acijnining to it; and
at a little diftance from this bone, there
was, in fuch another membranous focket,
a complete canine tooth.

~ The Surgeons by whom I was favou-
red with the parts and the fubftance of
this narrative told me they thought the
Ovarium on the other fide was preter=
naturally fmall; but that muft be confi-
dered a doubtful point, as the fize of
thefe bodies in their natural ftate is very
variable and indeterminate.

They took no notice of the Tub. Fal-
lopian. or other uterine appendages ; in-
deed they wanted time to perform the
diffeétion, and to examine the parts with
that accuracy which fuch a curious fub-

H 2 je&
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je& demanded, which feems unprece-
dented in fome refpects. * '

The bladder was much contracted,
but the liver and all the other abdominal
vifcera appeared in their natural ftate.

I had a long converfation with the Sur-
geons upon this fubject, in order to ob-
tain all the information I poffibly could.

Explanation

* See Lowthorp’s Abridgment of the Philos. Trans.
Edit. iii. Vol. 3. and Jones's Abridgment of the {ame
“Vol. 5. Pag. 295 and feq.—The learned Doftor Tyfon
nd Diemerbroeck in their works have alfo fomething -
relative to the fubject.

Cornelius Stalpart Vander Wiel exprefsly fays, that
he, his Brother and another Surgeon, upon opening the
body of a Girl of 15 years of age at the Hague, in the
year 1682, found an Ovarium diftended to the fize of a
goofe’s egg, with fhort hair upon it, and a fmall bone in
it, without mentioning other circumftances.

Palfyn, in his Defcription anatomique des partes de
la femme qui fervent a la generation, has Swammerdam’s
fine and accurate plate, reprefenting the Uterus and its
appendages, dedicated to the Noble Tulpius. Vide
etiam Swammerdami notas in prodromum D. J. Van
Horne Tratt. de partibus generationis, et Regnerum De
Graaf de organis generationl infervientibus.

PlafTonus an eminent Profeffor of Anatomy at Padua,
and another as confiderable at Bologna, wrote learnedly
more than a century ago, the one de partibus generationis
utriufque fexus, and the other de Feetu humano.
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Explanation of PLATE 2.

The Drawing of which was accurately |
Zaken under my own infpection.

A. A, A. A. The bag refembling leather, which
was the proper tunic of the Ova-
rium greatly thickened, laid open
its whole length to fhew more
clearly the fubftance therein con-
tained, which was like hog’s lard,
covered all over with hair, curled |
and ftragling beyond its edge, &c.

i B. A long ftring or rope of hair fome- i

what refembling an Elf’s Lock, |
or the Plica Polonica.

i C. A bone having the periofteum fe- 1'ﬂ
parated from it the whole length. IH
D. Another bone having a perfe& in- i

cifive tooth paffing through itin-
to a thick membranous focket 1
between the coats of the Ovari-
um, with an imperfe&t one ad-
joining to the perfeét one,

| E. A perfedt canine tooth, at a little
diftance from this bone, in fuch
a kind of membranouys foéker,
without any bone,

F.F.F.  The part of the Ovarium by which
it was attached to the Uterus,
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Of unprecedented appearances upon the
Cuticula.

In September, 1768, Mr. William
Wright of Saham-Tony in the County
of Norfolk Attorney at Law, confulted
me upon another occafion, at the Rev.
Mr. Parrott’s, who is Re&or of the Pa-
rith, and I then took a narrative of the
following extraordinary cafe from him-

{elf.

He is in the gsth year of his age, his
conftitution rather weak and lax but had
enjoyed throughout his life, a tolerable
good flate of health in general, till about
ten years ago, when he was firft feized,
and often fince, with fuch a peculiar kind
of fever, that none of the medical Gen-
tlemen of great experience, who were
concerned for him at different times,
knew by what name to characterize it.

He is very fufceptible of effects proceed-
ing
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ing from the alteration of the ftate of
the air, and the difeafe has fometimes
returned twice in a year attended with

the fame {ymptoms and confequences,

upon having perfpiration fuddenly ob-
ftructed, and he obferves it generally
comes on under that circumitance.

Befides the common febrile fymptoms
upon the invafion of the difeafe, his {kin
itches univerfally, more efpecially at the
joints, and the itching is foon followed
by {mall red fpots ; then his fingers be-
come {liff, hard, and painful at the ends
~ and roots of the nails, where, in about
24 hours after, the cuticle begins to fepa-
rate from the cutis, and in ten or twelve
days this feparation becomes general
from head to foot; and he has many
times turned the cuticle off completely
from the wrifts to his fingers ends like
glnvcs, and alfo from his feet in the
the fame manner to the ends of his toes,
His nails fhoot from their roots gradual-
ly, as the new ones grow, in about fix
months, and the pain there decreafes as

H 4 the
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the {eparation of the cuticle advances ; it
rifes in the palms of his hands and foles
of his feet like blifters, but has no fluid
under it ; every where when it comes off

it leaves the fkin for fome days exqui-
fitely fenfible.

Sometimes upon catching cold before
he has been quite recovered, he has re-
lapfed and had a fecond feparation di-
recly of the cuticle from the cutis; but
then indeed fo thin as to appear only like
fcurf, which fhews the quick renewal of
this part. -

When I faw him he had not had a
violent return of this diforder fince the
year' 1764, but feveral times in a flight

degree,

+ Monf. St. André an accurate Anatomift in his time,
{uid he had difcovered veflels with his injections in the
cuticle, and told a Friend of mine fo; but did not de-
monftrate what he afferted to the fatisfaltion of others;
and, I believe that curious Obferver of nature, Leeuwen-
hoeck, never pretended to fuch a difcovery even by his
:;]Hﬂlﬁ.

S ———
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degree, bringing off the cuticle like fcurf,
procecding from the caufe which has

been affigned.

Soon after I faw him, I had a long
converfation on this fubje&t with Mr.

Swallow, a Surgeon of character at Wat-
ton, who confirmed this hiftory, having

frequently attended the patient and ob-
ferved all the circumftances related. He
has one of thefe cuticular gloves in his
pofleflion, and Mr. Wright brought a
pair in his pocket when he came to me,
and gave me one of them; faying, he
had given away feveral to other perfons
to fatisfy their curiofity; but tho” the
matter of fac was {fo well authenticated,
fome people would not give credit to it.

When my very good friend Mr. War-
ner, F. R. S, Surgeon to Guy’s Hofpital,
favoured me with a vifit at my houfe in
the year 1769, he afked me to let him
have this curious glove, with a fhort hif-
tory of the cafe, and both were prefented
by him to the R. S. and he acquainted

mec
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me by letter foon after, that the fingula-
rity of the cafe had determined the Society
to have an engraving of the glove, to be
publithed with the hiftory of the cafe in
their Tranfactions, it appearing quite un-
precedented. May not the {eparation of
the Cuticle be caufed by fome febrile
matter thrown off, affe&ting the Rete
mucofum. §

Hiftory of an univerfal Empbyfema, com-
municated to me by an eminent Surgeon
of my acquaintance, who made minutes of
the cafe at the time when the accident

bappened, on account of its fingularity.

A lad about 14 years of age driving a
cart through a gateway, and the horfes
turning quick, threw him with great vio-
lence againft an iron catch in the gate-
poft, between the 4th and sth ribs ; by
which means the intercoftal mufcles and
the pleura were lacerated, yet without

making a wound through the {kin.
I was

1 At Mr, Warner's requeft on my behalf, the Society
favoured me with the ufe of their Plate on this occafion
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--'_' I was called to him 3 or 4 hours after
‘the accident happened, and found him in

a moft deplorable condition indeed, ap-
parently ready to expire. By the ftri&-
eft examination I cou’d not difcover a
fractured rib, whence I apprehended
{ome air-veflels might be ruptured in the
lungs, and that air probably might pro-
ceed from thence through the lacerations
of the pleura and intercoftal mufcles, and,
being ftopped by the fkin, was diffufed in

123

the cellular membrane throughout the

whole body quite from head to foot,
which was the condition I found him in,
after this fhort fpace of time. His face
was fo inflated that his eyes were entirely
clofed; his nofe could fcarce be perceived,
which was almoft level with his cheeks.

Under thefe circumftances I propofed
making an opening into the thorax im-
mediately, as the moft advifable and ra-
tional ftep to be taken ; but his friends
obftinately oppofed all the arguments I
could think of, to thew the propriety of
it, even that the prefervation of his life

. depended

A very ratio-
nal method pro-
pofed, but re-
jetted by the
patient’s relati«
ons,
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depended upon it in all appearance. I
was {uffered now to perform no other |
operation than bleeding, which I could |
not do, till I had prefled up the air to-
wards the fhoulder and alfo downwards,
confining it there with bands, before I
put on the ligature in order to bleed him;
without which precaution, I might have |
thruft my lancet in almoft its whole |
length, and not have reached the vein,
had that, by the ligature, been f{ufficient-
ly comprefled. He bled freely, after
which I left him and ordered a laxative
medicine, an emulfion with fpermaceti
and a pectoral decoction, with the ftrict
obfervance of a proper regimen, &c.

Themethod -1 vifited him again next morning and
Hatatia s, found him evidently worfe in all refpeds,
e "™ swhich induced me in the ftrongeft terms

and more earneftly, to recommend the
opening I at firft propofed, which was

now confented to.

Upon making the opening into the
Thorax, between the ribs where the in-

jury

—
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jury was received by the catch in the
r.gate—pnﬁ, as foon as the knife entered,
rarefied air came rufhing out violently,
and a great quantity of a hot, bloody
fluid along with it. -Having made an
ample aperture, I dreft fuperficially, in the
gentleft manner and applied an eafy ban-
dage, dire@ing him to lie on the affected
fide, in order to favour the difcharge of
the extravafated fluid.

When I vifited my patient next day I
found thf—'fﬁ,;]%,d been an immenfe dif-
charge from the wound, that he breath-
ed eafier and that the inflation was unj-
_ verfally much fubfided. Thefe favoura-
ble circumftances gave me fome hopes of
a happy event; but upon my vifit the
day following, the fcene was changed,
the difcharge was very feetid, his pulfe
and brcathing'ver}f bad, which deftroyed
all the hopes I entertained the day be-
fore, and the next day he died.

Upon
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Upon examining the parts after death
a lacerated wound was difcovered in the
lungs, but no fractured rib. *

We drew up this cafe together as it
now ftands from the Surgeon’s minutes.

A cafe in which air contained in the cavity
of the Thorax, produced fymptoms of an
Empyema.

I was confulted on this occafion, with -

a Phyfician and a Surgeon in the county
of Suffolk. The patient was about forty
years of age, and in confequence of pe-
ripneumonic {ymptoms his lungs became
ulcerated, and he had long expectorated
purulent matter, attended with great
difficulty of breathing; he had alfo a
conftant pain in his left fide of {mall ex-

tent s

* See an extraordinary cafe of an Emphyfema in the
London Med. Obfervations and Inquiries, communica-
ted by Dofor Hunter, occafioned by a frattured rib,
and cured in the manner he direcked.
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tent; and whenever he turned himfelf

from one fide to the other, he was very °

fenfible of the motion of fome fluid,
which flutuation was heard as well as
felt by himfelf, and fometimes alfo heard
by thofe about him.

From thefe fymptoms and confidera-
tions we were unanimoufly of opinion,
that matter floated upon the Diaphragm,
making it advifable to perform the ope-
ration for an Empyema, particularly on
account of the fixt pain, as has been
mentioned, which was often to a very
great degree, efpecially when he cough-
ed. On making the incifion directly
upon the painful part, which was be-
tween the 6th and 7th ribs, as foon as
the knife entered the cavity of the Tho-
rax, rarified air, and nothing elfe, came
rufthing out, with an audible, fibilous
noife which was heard by all of us.
Immediately after this operation, tho’
no purulent matter was difcharged, yet
he could lie upon either fide, without

increafe
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increafe of pain or difficulty of breaths
ing, which he could not do before; how-
ever, all things confidered, we could not
doubt of the cafe ending in a Marafmus.

In this cafe air muft efcape through
fome aperture in the lungs, by the air-
veflels, into the cavity of the Thorax,
and there rarify, producing the com-
plaints, which we afcribed, before the
operation, to purulent matter therein
contained.

The patient lived feveral months after -
the operation, without having any return
of pain or fenfation of a fluctuating fluid
as before; nor was there the leaft appear-
ance of matter proceeding from the lungs
or cavity of the Thorax through the
wound, which was kept open feveral
weeks, in expectation of fuch a difcharge.

The aperture in the lungs, which we
believed admitted the air to pafs into the

cavity, certainly clofed, as he never after
| the
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the operation, even when the wound was
perfectly healed, had any return of {fymp-
toms, that evidently pmceeded from the
rarefacion of the air in the Thnrax, ac-
cording to what we have obferved.

Leave could not be obtained to invef-
tigate this matter, after the patient’s
_dﬂ&th T

At the time when the operation was
| performed, we could with our fingers
feel fome hard tubercles upon the lungs,
but found very little adhefion of them to
the pleura within reach of the finger. 4

T See what is mentioned concerning air being cons
tained in the Thorax, communicated by Mr, Hewfon, in
the London Med. Obfervations and Inquiries, Vol. III,
Vid. Boneti Anatom, practic, Lib, II. Sect. 1. Ubﬁ:mh
54, & Schol,

o]
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Of a very large encyfled lymphatic tumor,
which was happily extirpated at the'
Heckingham-Houfe of Indufiry in the
County of Norjfolk. |

In November, 1768, I attended a con='|
fultation at this Houfe, by the exprefsi}'
defire of the Governors and the Surgeons,.
in order to confider of the propriety or:
dmpropriety of performing an operationi|
on this occafion, which had been deem-
ed extremely dangerous by feveral Sur-.

geons, before the patient was admitted!
into the Houfe.

She was about 35 years of age and not!
of a good habit. About three years be-.
fore, after a lying-in, fhe took notice off
a {mall tumour on the right fide of her
body towards the inguen, which raifed ai
{ufpicion of its being a Hernia at firft..
It gradually increafed and extendedl
downwards, adherring to the Labium.a

Pudendi
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Pudendi and Anus, turning about in a
curve, having a figure and form much
refembling the ftomach, which ended
upon the middle of the hip.

Our confultation was very agreeable,
confifting of four Surgeons befides my-
felf. We looked upon it as an en yfted
tumor of the lymphatic kind, degenerat-
ing into a cancerous ftate. After ftrict
examination of the parts, and deliberate~
ly confidering every circumftance, we
thought it might be extirpated with
fafety, as it was not yet fixt to the {ubja-
cent parts; but were unanimouily of
opinion, that the cure of the wound was
very precarious: however, as there was
no profpe&t of preferving her life or af-
fording her relief, by any other means,
the operation was approved, and then ju-
dicioufly performed, by Mr. Lewis a
Surgeon of eminence at Bungay in Suf-
folk, fhe having been duly prepared for
it, in cafe it thould be thought advifable
in our confultation. -

I 2 Great
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A
oot agen. © (Great care was taken to fecure the ar-
Hahs teries, by needle and ligature, as the

operator proceeded carefully diffecting,
by which precautions the effufion of |
blood was but {mall, confidering the
fize and extent of the tumor, which
weighed between five and fix pounds.

‘No ill accident happened in, or in
confequence of, the operation ; the
wound digefted and healed kindly, and
the patient left the houfe with it per-
fe@ly cicatrized in about ten weeks, as
Mr. Lewis informed me; tho” not free
from other complaints, and among the
reft fhe had a Bronchocele, which did
not pafs unnoticed in our confultation.

I was concerned the year before in an
operation of the fame kind. The tumor
was fituated upon a woman’s thigh, in’
confequence of an accident received ten
years before. It extended from a few
inches above her knee near to her body,

and meafured full a yard in circumfe-
; rence.
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rence. By the fame precautions that
have been mentioned, we did not here
lofe more than a pound of blood in the
operation : and in both cafes, by a wary
difflection, the cyfts were not opened.

This tumor weighed between twelve
and thirteen pounds; the contents of it

of brains, and when contained in the cylt
much refembled the brain in the Dura
Mater. Dr. Hay of Ipfwich and Dr.
D’ Urban of Halefworth were prefent at
this operation. |

vThe cicatrix -in this cafe remained
firm more than a year, and our patient
jwalked about her bufinefs; then, upon
having a feverith diforder, it broke out
in the upper part of it, and became z

cancerous ulcer, thmwing out large fun-

gous excrefcences before {he died, as [

was informed by the Surgeon concerned
for her,

I 3 In

were in{pifiated lymph of the confiftence
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In both thefe cafes the operation
thould have been performed much foo-
ner. §

Of Bronchoceles.

I have had my opinion afked in a great
number of tumors of this kind; and
cannot recollect an inftance of their en-
dangering life, even when enlarged to a
very great fize.

It is faid, that in fome parts of this
kingdom, there are perfons who under-
take to cure this difeafe; and {fome years
ago I had a letter upon this fubject from
a Surgeon of character at Coventry, writ-
ten in a very modeft and fenfible man-
ner, wherein he acquainted me he had

~ fometimes fucceeded : But, for my own
part, I muft i-ngenuﬂuﬂ}r confefs, the va-

I;l']‘-.{)l.ls methods I have tried to difperfe
thele

i See Monf. Quefnay’s Mem. fur les Vices des Hu-
meurs relative to this fubject, prefixt to the firft Vol. of
the Mem, de I' Acad. Roy. de Cirurgie.
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thefe fwellings, even in a recent ftate
and moderate fize, have been defeated; *
and I never durft venture to attempt the
cure by excifion, on account of the vici-

nity of the large blood-veflels.

I was once indeed prevailed upon to be
prefent at fuch an operation, where the
tumor was of a very large fize, and the
patient’s blood in a thin, depauperated
ftate.

Before I went the operation was re-
folved upon, in a numerous confultation,

and all I could do was to fhew my fears
and apprehenfions of what would pro-

bably attend it, declaring, that were it a
patient of mine I would not attempt it,

The Surgeon was a good and intrepid
operator ; but before he had half finithed
the operation, there was fuch an effuffion
‘ I4 of

* I bave talked with many eminent Hofpital Surgeons
upon this Subject, and they exprefs themfelves in the
fame manner, who have the beft opportunities of im-
proving our art, and making ufeful difcoveries,
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Another Hif-
tory to the fame
purpofe,
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blood, as obliged him to defift, and turn J
his whole attention to reftraining the
hxmorrhage, or, in the opinion of all |
prefent, the patient would have {unk and
died under his hands. She died in lefs
than a week and, I was informed, the
blood was never totally ftopt. The un-
happy event naturally brought the re-

putation of all the Surgenns concerned
in que:ﬂic.-n,*

I remember another cafe of this kind,
in which my opininon was afked jointly |
with that of an excellent Surgeon in the
country, my particular Friend, 4 and |
the operation was performed againft our 1
judgment, by one of the ableft Surgeons ¢
and moft dexterous operators in London,
which was very near ending in a fatal
hemorrhage. The young Lady’s life
was preferved, only by having a fucce(- %
fion of perfons to keep a conftant pref- ¥
fure upon the bleeding veffels day and ™
night for near a week with their fingers

_ upon

—

+.Mr. Cooper late of Bungay in Suffolk.




OBSERVATIONS.

upon proper comprefies, after the Ope-
rator had been repeatedly difappointed in
the ufe of the needle and ligature, &c.
as his pupil aflured me who attended
this cafe.

I may here add a third fimilar cafe,
wherein I was confulted, in which the
Surgeon concerned difcovered an earneft
defire to attempt extirpation; but I as
earneftly urged the arguments I have af-
figned, which difluaded him from fo
dangerous an operation.

This difeafe is very frequent in Swif-
ferland, and in the neighbourhood of the
Alps, which made Juvenal fay,

Ruis tumidym guttur miratur in Alpibus? +

A cafe

T I have been told by Gentlemen who h;nrc been in
Swifferland, that this tumor in the throat, called Gou-

tiere, is far from being there Iooked upon as a perfonal
deformity,
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A cafe wherein matter bad been confined in
the Maxillary finus, attended -w:tf: Jome
uncommon circumflances.

Some years ago I was confulted in this
cafe, with a Phyfician and two Surgeons,
for a Gentleman about 6o years of age.
This complaint proceeded from a bad
fever, and his health in general was
much impaired. The fymptoms evi- -
dently declared the nature of the difeafe; ;
and the matter had forced its way thro’
one of the noftrils. After confidering
the circumftances, we agreed to make
an opening forthwith, in the ufual man-
ner, into the Sinus, for the free difcharge
of the matter.

The patient had loft all his teeth in
this part of the jaw-bone, the fockets
of which were filled with a boney fub-
ftance, and by ftri¢t examination we

found the bone carious. Upon the eli-
gible
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gible part for making the perforation he

could not bear an inftrument for that
purpofe, without caufing exquifite pain
and obliging him to throw his head
* backwards violently, in a convulfive
manner. This prevented our proceeding
in the operation as intended, and deter-
mined us to cut down to the bone on the
fide with the point of a knife, and bore
into the Sinus with a gimblet; which
method was eafily effected, and anfwered
the end, tho’ not quite fo well as the
other would have done, in giving a dif-
charge to the matter, with the opportu-
nity of ufing injeions, &c. as the rules
of Surgery dire®ted. The opening was
. preferved, fometimes with a leaden ca-
nula well adapted t::u it with ears, and
fometimes with a piece of bougie, having
a ligature affixed to it to prevent its flip-
rping into the cavity, and in a reafonable

time,
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time, by the affiftance of the Phyfician’s
prefcriptions, the patient recovered a

good ftate of health. *

Of a tumor upon the region of the flomach,
which in length of time burft of itfelf;
and thro' the opening the aliment pz:_!ﬂéd,

 the patient hving and walking abroad

fome months after.

In May 1768, Mr. Aldrich a Surgeon
at Halefworth defired me to vifit with
him, Mrs. Tovell of Wenhafton, about

6o years of Age, of a very thin and de-

licate habat.
More

* This cafe occurred before the fourth Vol. of the
Mem. de I' Acad. Roy. de Chirurgie was publifhed =t
Paris, in which mention is made of one treated in the
like manner, having a plate annexed deferibing the ope-
ration, by Monf. Bordenave in his Obfervations fur les
Maladies du Sinus Maxillaire.

Since this I have been concerned in another cafe of
this nature, which had been of 5 years ftanding, where
there was a large opening into the nofe, with an exten-
five caries of the bones ; which was perfectly cured by
the treatment defcribed in my Obfervations, Edit. IT.
by making an opening into the Sinus the extent of the
Alveoli of three teeth, cutting away their partitions im-
mediately after extracting the teeth.
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More than 20 years before, in confe-
quence of a flight external injury, which
was at firft difregarded, fhe was fubject
to tranfient pains in the epigaftric region,

never violent nor confined to one {pot,

but moftly towards the left fide. In this
ftate fhe remained about ten years, when
fhe was feized with a violent fever, in
which the pains increafed, and a {mall
flat tumor appeared over the bottom of
her ftomach, without any external in-
'ﬂammation, or throbbing ; the pain iﬁ::-
on preflure was not augmented, nor had
fhe any complaint in her ftomach at this
time. |

Tho’ the tumor did not {ubfide when
the fever went off, yet fhe then reco-
vered her former ftate of health, rather
valetudinary ; and thus fhe continued
10 years longer, having very little more

unecafinefs
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uneafinefs in the tumefied part than in
the abdomen in general, where the had
before complained at times; but never
to any great degree. Now a fever arifing
upon catching cold, the tumor enlarged
and inflamed, ftill was attended with but
little pain; however, in a few days it
burft open, difcharging fome of theali-
ment that was in her ftomach outwardly,
there being an adhefion of it to the peri-
toneum. 'The next day I vifited her

with Mr. Aldrich, and my worthy friend
Mr. Lynn of Woodbridge being then with
me, he went with us about fix in the

evening. Upon removing the dreffings,

the food fhe had taken that day for din-
ner, confifting chiefly of Mackarel, came
pouring out upon refpiration, through '

the fpontaneous opening now grown
pretty wide. We applied Puft-Ball care-

fully to the aperture and confined it with

ftrips of common plafter, eafy comprefs

and a flannel bandage, in order to pre-

vent the efcape of the aliment all we

could, defiring the would make her diet
: confift
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confift of the fofteft and moft nutrimen-
tal things, that would in the eafieft man-
ner be converted into nourithment ; as
bread-pudding, gellies, {ago, faloop, &c.
to be taken often in fmall quantities to
avoid too much diftention of the ftomach,
injoining reft in a {upine pofture for ob-
vious reafons; and that recourfe fthould
alfo be occafionally had to nutritive clyf-
ters : however, notwithftanding thefe
injun&ions which we ftrongly urged,
when I vifited her again three days after,
I found her abroad -about her bufinefs as
ufual, and then aually feeding her
young chickens fitting upon the ground;
for which inconfiderate aé I very ear-
neitly reproved her. She now told me,
that but little of what fhe took came
through the opening; that the dreflings,
compre{s and bandage fat eafy and an-
fwered their end very well; that her
food agreed with her ftomach; that fhe
had no ficknefs, and that fhe had the
benefit of a ftool naturally every day as
fhe ufed to have.

Before
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Before I left Halefworth, being then
at Doétor ID’ Urban’s, I {aw her dreft fe-
veral times, obferving no ill appearance
in the ulcer, and that but very little ali-
ment pafled through it. Afterwards I
was informed fhe took a fufficient quan-
tity of nourithment to fupport her, with-
out lofing flefh, and that nothing unfa-
vourable occurred in this extraordinary
cafe, till the latter end of Auguft, when,
through negligence, fhe catched cold and
a violent fever enfued. After the dan-
ger of this fever was apparently over, the
relapfed in confequence of farther indif-
cretion and forfeited her life.

e sppen- [ Doctor D Urban, who had vifited her
tion ia this cafe. g]fo attended theopening of her body with
the Surgeon. The liver was confiderably

enlarged and had forced the ftomach too

much to the left fide; but they obferved

nothing elfe remarkable in the diffection,

only a firm adhefion of the flomach, lrver,

and peritoneun, about the aperture: and

it was their opinion, that with her own

prudent
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prudent care, her days might have been
prolonged, had not the ulcer been per-
fectly healed. The adhefion of the /-
mach to the Peritoneum was the evident
means of her prefervation, upon the rup-
ture of the tumor, by preventing the ali-

ment, &c. from falling into the cavity of -

the Abdomen. *

Of the fingular good effect of Mere. Sfublim.

corrofiv. in a cancerous cafe.

In June, 1766, a Gentleman’s wife of
a delicate habit, aged 45, confulted me
concerning a moft alarming complaint,
contratted by inadvertently putting a
pipe into her mouth and blowing it
clean, immediately after her fifter had
ufed it, in fucking down forne aliment,
that being the only way the was able to
take any on account of a cancerous ulcer

K pafling

¥ Relative to this cafe, fce in my Treatifeon wounds;,.

an account of fome of various kinds inflited on the |

ftomach,
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pafling quite through into the mouth nu-

der her lower jaw. She was almoft inftant~

ly fenfible of a twinging near the tip of her
tongue, and foon after in her lips and
moft parts of her mouth. In a thort time
her hufband complained of the like fen-
fation in his lips, &c. which proceeded
only from kifling her. 4

r

Various methods were tried firft at
home, then in London and abroad under
the ableft pratitioners, but all to no pur- ¥
pofe, the difeafe gaining ground under
all of them. :

After two years fhe returned from

Bruffels to England' on account of ;.':-':_

emergent domeftic affairs, and her huf~
band went to Paris to confult the Facul-
ty there. '

+ Turner fays, that Mr. Smith, who was Surgeon to
St. Thomas's Hofpital, loft his life in confequence of his =
imprudent curiofity, by touching with his tongue, the
fivid proceeding from a cancerous gland, after taking off
a breaft fo difeafed. ‘
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her mouth, tonfils and fauces; from the

appearance of which, and the hiftory fhe
gave me of her cafe, I could not doubt

of its nature; befides I had once feen

her fifter in her calamitous condition.
She was a perfon of fingular judgment
and underftanding, and after having given
me an accurate and circumftantial ac-
count of what had been done for her
without any advantage, and her faying
fhe was well aflured fublimate had not
been given her, I propofed the ufe of
that to her confideration in very {mall
dofes, to be perfevered in for fome
months. She approved my propofal and
took a lodging near me; and after bleed-
ing and gentle purging, I prefcribed it in
‘the following manner, ordering one of
the draughts to be taken morning and
- night. '

R Merc. fublimat. corros. gr. [;
Ag. Cinnam. fimp.
pure a Y1
J- Jolutio in mortaris vitreo & add.
Tinél. thebaic. gutt. xx.

S+ Hauft, iv.
K 2 * I added
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I added the Tin&. thebaic. to make
the {ublimate fit eafier upon the ftomach, )
having often obferved without this pre-
caution, its difagreeing both with that
and the bowels, efpecially when taken ¢
in larger dofes. |

In this courfe the proceeded with great
regularity ; drinking a Decottion pre-

pared with Guaiac. Saflaf. China & Sar- ;

faparilla, with a fmall portion of milk
added to it, for common drink.

She wathed her mouth and throat fre-
quently with barley water fweetened |
with Mel rofac. diffolving in a pint of =
this gargarifm two or three grains of thf.’: -
fubhmate 1

She obferved an exaé regimen, taking

nothing of a heating or poignant nature, =

and took now and then a cooling purge. =

By this method fhe was foon evident-
ly better, and perfectly cured in aboutfix -
months, without any return of the difor-

der ;
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der; and now enjoys as good health as
fhe had done for many years before.

She had a great many decayed teeth
and ftumps, all which were extracted to
prevent irritation. |

What method was tﬁken with her
hufband at Paris we could not learn ; but
there he died in about three months,

~ After fhe had found fome amendment,
fhe wrote to him in the moft prefling
manner to come to her; but he was then

in too weak a ftate to bear fuch a jour-

ney: and it would have been running
the greateft rifk of her own life to have
attempted going to him in her condition.

I fhould have mentioned, that for
fome confiderable time, I ordered a dofe
of Extra& of the Bark to be taken twice
a day, horis medicis, and a draught of
the Decoction before mentioned after it,
as an univerfal corroborant in her weak,
relaxed ftate: and that after ufing the

K3 gargari{m
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gargarifm as mentioned a little time, I
increafed the quantity of {ublimate, but
not to a degree to give uneafinefs to the
parts, and added to it about one th:-rd of
aqua calcis. . |

Of cancerous Difeafes.

The following fhort defcription and
plain practical account of Cancers, with
the treatment of them both in their oc- |
cult and open ftate, from my own re-
marks, obfervations, experience, &,

| may.

1 Concerning the ufe of Merc, Sub. correfiv. in car-
cinomatous or phagedzmc ulcers, fee what Prqf o[Jor
I hytt has communicated in the London Med. Ob. and
Inquiries, Vol. 11 and alfo what Doéfor Akenfide has
written about its efficacy in cancerous cafes, in the Med.
‘T'ranfattions of the College of Phylicians.

Tn feveral inftances I have feen fingular good effééts

from this mercurial preparation, by long and regular
perfeverance in fome obftinate cutaneous complaints.

We were gn:atly difappointed here in England, b}r ]
Puftor Storck in his account of the efficacy of Cicuta in
the cure of Cancers; tho’ it was fupported by the autho-
sity of the late illuftrious Baron I'an Swicten, and other
eminent men at Fienna,
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fay not prove unacceptable to the unex-
perienced ; for the benefit of their pati-
ents in the moft formidable and deplo-
rable difeafe that human nature 1s {ub-
- je& to, when it will not admit of cure
by manual operation.

&

A Cancer, according to the acceptation
~ of the word in a medical fenfe, fignifies
a hard, unequal, painful tumor, of a dutky
purple or livid complexion; and why it
is fo called will prefently be thewn.

There have been many diftin&ions of
Cancers made by medical Writers, which

are comprifed in the occult and ulcerated.

Sometimes an emding.ul-:er, without
{fuch a previous tumor, is called a Cancer,
and by fome, with no impropriety, a
Canker, as this word imports a difeafe
proceeding from an humour of a corro-
five nature: and fometimes fmall appear-
ances upon the fkin like warts, without
pain at firft, turn cancerous.

K 4 A cancerous
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A cancerous tumor, commocnly has a
{mall beginning, gradually increafing
from an obftruction in fome glandular
body, whether from an internal or ex-~
ternal caufe, and is often attended with a
tickling or itching fenfation : and during
its indolent ftate, without having the
color of the fkin altered, it has the ap-
Pellation of a Scirrbys, *

In

-

* Under thefe circumftances, various internal and ex-
ternal medicines are recommended to refolve it, as Mer-
curials, &c. which require gteat caution in their ufe.

Vinegar alone, or with crude fal ammoniac diffolved
in it, has been thought efficacious by fome from their
powerful attenuating qualities.

A genuine original Scirrhus, in which lymph is ftrong-
1y impacted, feldom admits of refolution by any means;
but generally termjpates in a Cancer, unlefstimely extir-
pated,

After having diffetted out feveral fuch fcirhous tu-
mors, I have found their interior {ubftance like an hard
unripe apple, thin flices of which being boiled in water
had an horney appearance when cold and dry, and the
water they were boiled in became glutinous.

Sometimes glandular obftructions in the breafts pro-
duce tumors refembling a true Seirrhus, which will, in
length of time, inflame, fuppurate and end favourably
by opening,

I have
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In many inftances it is difficult ta de-
termine from appearances, when the
tranfition out of the {cirrhous into the
cancerous ftate happens; and its progrefs
is quicker or flower from the one to the
other, from various incidental and con-
curripg caufes.

When the tumor is attended with a

_ peculiar kind of burning, thooting pains,

and the fkin has acquired the dufky,

purple, or livid hue, it may then be

deemed @ malignant fcirrbus, or a con-
Jirmed Gancer.

When thus far advanced, in womens
breafts, the tumor fometimes increafes
fpecdily

I have been concerned in fome fuch cafes; but I
muft ingenuoufly confefs, that, after the utmoft attenti-
on, I cannot give the difcriminating figns with precifion
enough to be depended on in the beginning ; tho' pro-
bably even then the genuine Scirrhus may have a more
floney hardnefs to the feeling, to direct our judgment in
fome meafure ; however it may be moft advifable to
diffect out thefe tumors early in a benign Rate, rather
than run the hazard of their degenerating into Cancers
alfo, from latent caufes beyond our penetration,
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fpeedily to a great fize, having a knotty,
unequal furface, more glands becoming

~obftructed ; the nipple finks in, varicous

or turgid veins are confpicuous, ramefy-
ing far about refembling a Crab’s Claws,
whence it derives the name of Cancer :
and Paulus Agineta includes the whole

appearance of the Crab fifh in his def-
cription of this tumor.

Thele appedrances are the chara&erifs
ticks of an occult Cancer on the external
parts, and we may fufpect the exiftence
of one internally, when fuch heat and pain
as has been defcribed, fucceed in parts
where the patient has before been fen-
fible of a weight and preflure attended
with obtufe pain. +

There is no part of the body, internal
ot external which is exempt from this
grievous difeafe; but the glandular parts
arec mofit liable to it for obvious reafons,

as

+ Vid. Commentaria illuftriffimi Baronis Van Swieten
in Aphorifmos celeberrimi Boerhaavii de Scirrho et
Cancro,
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as the fluids cannot pafs through them
fo uninterruptedly in the courfe of cit-
culation, on account of their convolated
vafcular ftru&ure: For this reafon it is
moft frequent!y obferved upon the breafts
of women, which principally confift of
glands. -

The teftes, penis, uterus, and all the

| genital parts of both fexes, the mefen-

tery inteftin. re&tum, bladder, &c. are
often affeCted with it. I have alfo feen
it upon the eyes, nofe, lips, tongue,
fauces, and the adjacent glandular parts:
and two fuch cafes have come under my
notice upon the thigh and two upon the
arm, of which only one was perfectly
cured by extirpation: in one of the other
the wound was healed, but the cicatrix
fmn-{)pen:d again ; then excrefcences
like the heads of colly-flowers fprouted
out, and the patient died miferably,
without any profpet of faving his life

by the lofs of his limb.

-

In
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In one of the other cafes it was thought
advifable in confultation to propofe am-
putation of the thigh, but the patient:
would not confent to it. f

A cancerous tumour never melts down
in {fuppuration as an inflammatory one
does, the obftruction lying in the minute
lymphatic veflels. When it is ready to

generally becomes prominent in fome
point, attended with an increafe of the
peculiar kind of burning, thooting pain,

commonly

1 Vid. Hildani Opera Obfervat. 1. Cent. 1. & Obfervat,

88. Cent. 3. in refpect. to extraordinary cafes of thisna-
- ture upon the eye and penis.

I have lately been confulted in two {uch in the intef-
tin. rect. and the patients died in the utmoft diftrefs foon
Hﬂ'ﬁrl

Some years ago a bladder entirely fcirrhous was taken
out of a boy about 8 years old and fent me, refembling
the ghizzard of a fowl, the cavity of which would not .
hold a fpoonful of urine, and in it were found two ftones.
I prefented Mr, Warner, whom I have before mention-
ed with thiscuriofity. Had Lithotomy been performed,
as was propofed, it muft have had a fatal event.

break open, efpecially in the breaft, it
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commonly felt before at intervals in a lefs
degree, and deeper in the body of the
gland or glands, probably occafioned by
fome lymphatic fluid there contained be-

fluid in its natural ftate is very foft and
inoffenfive, till altered with long refi-
dence in any part by inteftine motion.

- In the prominent part of the tumor,

forming an ulcer, at other times, a con-
‘fiderable quantity of a thin lymphatic
fluid tinged with blood from eroded vef-

{els is found in the tumor. *
Ulcers

*® Tumors of the Scirrhous, Cancerous, or Strumous

nature proceed originally from Iymph obftruting the

* glands as I have proved to a demonftration by experi-

ments: and alfo that the contents of the Steatoma, Me-

liceris, and Atheroma are lymph in different degrees of
infpiffation.

Thefe tumors are thought to be of the firumous fa-
anily, which fometimes alfo put on cancerous appearan-
ces; and under fuch circumftances I have fuccefsfully
eradicated fome by incifion.

Very

coming acrid and irritating; tho’ this

in this ftate, a corroding ichor fome-
times tranfudes through the fkin, foon
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Ulcers of this nature difcharge a thin,
fetid, acrid fanies, which corrodes the
parts having thick dark coloured retorted
lips: and fungous excrefcences frequent-
ly vegetate from thefe ulcers, notwith-
ftanding the corrofivenefs of the humor.
In this f{tate they are often attended with
excruciating, pungent, lancinating, bur-
ning pains, and fometimes with bleeding.
Thefe are the common and principal

| appearances

Very lately I was concerned in extirpating a tumor of
this nature about the fize of a walnut fituated below the
eye. The operation was attended with a very confide-
rable hemorrhage, which was effeCtually reftrained with
a picce of the fineft fpunge, exattly adapted to the wound,
and moderate preflure.

See what is faid upon feirrhous and caneerous, or car-
cinomatous tumors in the Mem. de I' Acad. Roy. de
Chirurg. Tom. 1, 3, 4. and Tom 1 of the Prize Mems.
of that illuftrious Society, to which Surgery is greatly
indebted. What Le Dran has written upon this fubject,
alfo deferves attentive reading and confideration.
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appearances of this dreadful difeafe in
its ulcerated ftate.

Difference of conftitution, age and
other circumftances muft dire& our judg-
ment in making prognoftics, after confi-
dering maturely the Diagnoftics, in this
difeafe. If the patient’s health in other
refpects is not much impaired, the Can-
cer in an occult ftate and unattended
with pain, and it be not exalperated by
the injudicious ufe of emollient or ffimu-
lating applications, or aggravated by in-
temperance of any kind, it may long re-
- main without much inconvenience, as
has been well obferved by Hildanus,

Tulpius, .

+ We read of the terrible ravages of this difeafe in
Hildanus, Stalpart Vander Wiel, Wifeman and other
eminent writers, and in the Mifcellanex curiofa,

AEtius fays: At vero ulceratus Cancer affiduo erodit,
& ad profundum perfodit, nec fifti poteft, & faniem emit-

tit omni ferarum veneno deteriorem, copia & odore
abominabilem.

I have been an unhiappy fpe@ator in many fuch la-
- mentable cafes, not knowing how to giye permanent re-
lief to the miferable patients,
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Tulpius, and others of great attention
and chara&er; and I have alfo obferved
the fame myfelf in feveral inftances,
when the following rules have been duly .
attended to; tho fhould the tumor lie
dormant for fome years, yet, all things
confidered, the fooner it is extirpated
certainly the better, and fuccefs may.
more reafonably be expeted to attend
the operation, efpecially in womens
breafts, for many very obvious reafons,
where it generally increafes more or lefs
upon the ceffation of the menftrual evacu-
on, which frees the body from noxious
fuperfluities, &c. hence particular atten=
tion fhould be paid to women at this |
period of life, when nature {uffers a great
change, and we fee they are then often
affected with this difeafe both in the
breaft and uterus without having had
any appearance of it before.

It has been remarked by Phyficians
and Surgeons who have practifed in Ro-
man Catholic Countries, that the Nuns

are more liable to this difeafe than other
women,
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women, from their ftate of celibacy,
which has alfo been obferved by the
great Vefalius; and were it neceflary
fome reafons might be offered here for

its being fo. §

The curative Indications are,

1. To extirpate the tumor and en-
deavor to prevent the return of the dif-
eafe, upon the fame or fome other par
of the body.

2. To palliate the difeafe, if it 1s im-
practicable, or not advifable, to extirpate
the tumor, or the operation be not con-
fented to.

1 When

1 Monf. Dionis fays, that in a tour he made thro' the

nafteries afflicted with Cuncers, and that much the
- greater part of them were between the age of 45 and 5a
ar the time of the ceffution of the menfes, and that thole
‘Who wete younger and fo affliCted had this evacuation
either totally obfru@ted or very irregularly,

Provinces in France, he faw many women in the Mo

161
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When it appears advifable to propofe
the operation, we fhould with prudence
and precaution give our opinion con-
cerning the expediency of it, without
intimidating the patient with the pre-
carioufnefs of the event; tho’ we fhould
be more explicit in this point to the re-
lations or friends, for our own juftifica=
tion fhould it not end happily.

More preparation may be found ne-
ceflary on this occafion, both in refpect
to medicine and regimen, than 1s gene-
rally obferved before moft other capital
operations : and if the patient is a Wo- |
man, the time of choice for performing
it is, when the menftrual evacuation has
been completely over fome days, unlefs
at a time of life when the returns of 1t
are at uncertain periods.

Tho it is needlefs to fay, that the |
operation is to be performed in the moft
cafy and gentle manner which the na-
ture of the difeafe and the rules of Sur-
gery will admit of, yetit is of the utmoft

confequence,
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confequence, as I am fully convinced
from much and long experience, to be
particularly careful in extending the in-

cifion every way fufficiently into the

found parts to leave none difeafed ; for
through inattention to this circumftance

I am perfuaded fuccefs has fometimes

been wanting in this operation.

The wound is to be treated after the
common manner; internals prefcribed
and diet regulated as sindications dire¢t;
and tranquillity of mind in the courfe of
the cure is effentially neceflary to be
obferved.

Some time before the wound is cica-
trized, perhaps the method which proved
fo efficacious in the preceding cancerous
cafe might alfo prove beneficial, by a re-
gular perfeverance in it for a confiderable
time afterwards, and be the means of
preventing a return of the difeafe, #

L 2 When

* The Patient whofe cafe is alluded o continues peg-
felly free from that difeafe ; I faw her very lately,
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When the wounds are nearly healed
after fuch operations, fontanels may be
advifable ; and when on the breafts, the
moft eligible parts to open them in feem
to be above the thoulder-blades or be-
tween two ribs at a proper diftance from
the limits of the cicatrix. I have pro-
ceeded thus upon fome fimilar occafions,
and I believe with advantage. -}

When the operation is not advifable,
it is requifite for the patient to obferve a
' | ftriét

+ T have extirpated feirrhous tumors of different fizes
out of the breafts of women, of almoft all ages, before
they arrived apparently at the cancerous ftate, without
difappointment in the cure; and alfo taken off many
cancerous breafts with fuccefs, two of which had been
fometime in an ulcerous ftate, having fill fome favoura-
ble circumftances to encourage the operations, and they
fucceeded fo happily according to the above direétion,

« that the patients continue perfectly well after more than
10 years.

A cafe of the [ame nature I was concerned in upon a
woman's arm, where the operation was performed with
this attention, and with the like fuccefs.

See my Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, Edit. 11. con-
cerning Cancers and cancerous Excrefcences.
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ftri& regimen of diet, which fhould con-
fift of the foft demulcent kind, with But
little animal food ; nothing of a heating
poignant nature thould be taken.

A due obfervance of this article, and
the other non-naturals, may, in fome
meafure, check the progrefs of the dif-
eafe, or alleviate the fymptoms.

Special regard fhould be had to amid
paflions of the mind, whence I have feen
dreadful confequences in this difeafe.

Gentle purging and moderate bleeding,
when pain and tenfion urge, thould by
no means be omitted ; and then a more
{pare and liquid diet thould be injoined.

When the habit is thin, and the pati-
ent feemingly hectical, afs’s milk is ad-
vifable ; and under thefe circumftances
a decoction, prepared with rad. farfapa-
rill. chin. ering. and raifons, with or
without a portion of new milk, is a pro-
per common drink.

L 3 In
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In lax conftitutions fome preparation
of the Bark may prove beneficial, which
1s a good antifeptic as well as a corrobo-
rant: and at the time of writing this
paper, I have a patient with an ulcerated

Cancer in the breaft, who bhas been

taking a cold infufion of the Bark in
water with orange peel, and, I think,
with {fome advantage in refpe&t to her

_genf:ra] health.

All compreflion fhould be avoided,
more efpecially when the tumor is upon
the breaft, which fhould alfo be well
fufpended, if it becomes burdenfome by
its weight.

I believe nothing is better to be worn
againtt it, than well dreft hare’s or rab-
bet’s fkin ; avoiding all uncuous, emol-
lient or ftimulating applications.

This appears to me the beft method
of treating a Cancer in its occult ftate,
when the operation cannot be practifed,
and when in an ulcerated ftate the fame

regimen,

L] L]
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regimen, &c. is advifable to correét and
attemperate the acrimony of the juices,
with fome preparation of the Bark ;
ufing no irritating applications to the
ulcer. ¥ Various applications are re-
commended by writers in Surgery ; thofe
of the faturnine kind I have found, by
long experience, moft agreeable in gene=-
ral : the following Lotion and Cerate I
have frequently ufed much to my fatis-
fation and eafe of the patients.

R Pulv. ¢ Cerufs. comp.
Mucilag. Gum. arab. a 317
Sacchar. Saturni By
Probé contritis in Mortario marmoreo
adde [enfim
Ag. Caleis
Rofar. damafcenar. a 3vj f. Lotno.

Unguent. faturnin. cum duplice
quantitare Cere albe paratum f. Cerat,

L 4 After

1 Extra&t. Cicute, has had a fair trial given it in
many places without effect in cancerous cafes. Some
judicious practitioners have thought it beneficial in glan-
dular tumors of a ftrumous nature, to which I can fay
nothing to be depended on of my own knowledge,
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After having gently cleanfed the ulcer
it is to be well wathed with the lotion
moderately warm, and ftrips of plafter
made with the cerate laid round the
edges; then foft even dry lint, or lint
moiftened with the lotion, is to be ap-
plied, and a plafter of the cerate over
that, having {mall holes fnipt in it, that
the matter may not be confined; and
over this dreffing, nothing is {o proper
and eafy as cotton-wool wrapt up in fine
linen cloth, with a very flight bandage.

Sometimes I have faced the pledgets
of lint with Unguent. faturnin. having a
little Puly. ¢ Cerufs. comp. mixt with it.
However, great regard muft be paid to
the effe& of every kind of application,
to be varied according to circumitances
and the effects it produces: for what
{hall be found by experience to keep the
parts eafieft is beft,

Some pradtitioners of great charaéer
have highly recommended applications
preparEd with Solanum, Cicuta and other

narcoftic
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narcotic plants; I have tried them in
various forms, and made ointments with
them in the fame manner as Unguent.
fambucin. P. L. adding wax in fuch pro-
portion as to give them the confiftence
of a foft cerate; and found they fome-
times proved an eafy drefling: I have
alfo feen fome good effe&t from a carrot-
poultice.

The ftench proceeding from thefe ul-
cers is often very great, confequently
noxious to the patient and attendants, *

~ In this condition they require frequent

drefling even three or four times in 24
hours, and to have the cloths fprinkled
with fome odorous antiputrefcent liquor,
as lavender-water alone or mixt with

vinegar; and now it may become ver
neceflary to defend the fkin about the

ulcer againft the acrimony of the matter,

by

* Doftor Harris has recorded a fatal inftance, where
a Phyfician futfered in this manner from his own wife,
who was afflicted with an ulcerous Cancey in her breaft,
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by plafters of Cerat. alb. or fomething
of that gentle nature fpread thin upon
fine cloth. In extreme pain recourfe
muft occafionally be had to opiates. In
hazmorrhages, which often happen from
erofion of the veflels, I have ufed ly-
coperdon or puff-ball dry or moiftened
with aqua ftyptica, which, with moderate
preflure, has eftectually anfwered the end
without creating pain, which is no im-
material confideration, 1n thefe cafes
particularly ; and in a Lady’s cafe where-
in I am concerned at this junéture, it has
had this happy effet more than once, in
her cancerous breaf.

I have fometimes applied to the uléers
thin flices of this foft, eafy fungous fub-
ftance inftead of dry lint, as an abforbent,
after wathing it with the lotion, when
there has been no bleeding, and it has

agreed very well. 4

The beft and moft expeditious way of |
cleanfing the ulcer at the times of dref-

fing

+ Concernipg this very ufeful fungous fubftance, fee
my Treatife on wounds, Pag, 165. and feq.
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fing is, with a piece of the ﬁneﬂ: fpunge
of fuitable dimenfions, exprefled out of
warm water, having a little brandy muxt
with it, which by gentle preflure upon
the ulcer, at once abforbs the matter in
the moft ealy manner, and alfo corrects
putrefcence.  The fame method may
likewife be found as proper in other ul-
cers of wounds.

Of an Hydrocele with a difeafed Tefticle ac-

companying it, and a more uncommon ap-
pearance than that.

April the 17th, 1773, Mr. Henchman,
a Surgeon of a very refpectable charatter,
at Earl-Soham in the County of Suffolk,
brought a patient to me at Dottor
D’ Urban’s at Halefworth, about 28 years

of age, whofe health feemed good in all
other refpects, except a tumor in his

fcrotum, which had been deemed an
Hydrocele Tunice vaginalis.

About a year and a half before, the
t'_paticnt himfelf difcovered a forall tumor
- ' on

17t
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on the anterior and inferior part of his;
right tefticle, which increafed gradually
and was now about five inches in length |
and eight in circumference, extending;
almoft to the abdominal ring, having in
it a manifeft fluGuation of a fluid. It.
was attended with fome degree of fhoot-
ing pain quite to the loins, the fkin had
a {fwarthy color, the veins upon it were
varicous and the {fpermatic cord was con-

fiderably enlarged.

Thefe {fymptoms, according to what I
have often obferved, may juftly raife ap~
prehenfions, when the tefticle cannot be
diftinc&tly felt through a confiderable

~ quantity of fluid in the Tunica vagina=

lis, that it is not a fimple Hydrocele;
and this is a point which demands the
utmoft attention to diret our practice
for the fafety of the patient, left the cafe
thould prove complicated with a difeafed
tefticle. )

On the 7th of May following, I was
defired to attend a confultation, confift=
ing of four Surgeons, at the patient’s
own houfe.
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- After deliberately confidering every
i circumftance, we thought it by no means
advifable to purfue the palliative method
pra&iﬁ:d in a true Hydrocele, nor at-
tempt the radical cure either by cauftic
or {eton as recommended by two eminent
writers. §

- We were willing to proceed with all
due precaution for our own fakes as well
as our patient’s fafety ; confequently we
acquainted his relations and friends with
the refult of our deliberations and the
precarioufnefs of the fuccefs of the me-
thod propofed, which we had unani-
mouily agreed upon, and it was readily
affented to by all concerned.
* The patient having been properly pre-
pared, an incifion of a fufficient extent
was now made at the inferior and ante-
rior part of the tumor, in order to in-
veftigate the ftate of the tefticle; inten-
ding if found difeafed as we feared, to
proceed to caftration directly, having an
apparatus ready; and if not fo affected
then

1 Mr, Pott and M, Elfe,
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then to endeavour to perform the radical
cure by extending the incifion farther,
8c. as fthould be found neceffary. *

Upon making the incifion, eight or ten
ounces of a fluid like pale urine paflfed
out, and then an Hydatide about the
fize of an hen’s egg prefented itfelf,
having a tranfparent, thick, gelatinous
fluid contained in a fine pellucid mem- ;
brane, adhering to the Tunica albuginea
of an enlarged difeafed tefticle. Thefe
circumftances determined us to proceed }
forthwith to caftration, which was pf:r-»_‘J
formed without any remarkable occur~

s
N
1

rence,
. i
* See my Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, Edit. IL -
upon this fubjet, particnlarly the note at Page 2253 and
concerning Catftration, &c. from Page 237 to 246.

Two years ago I wasconfulted in a imple Hydrocele,
for a perfon about 7o years of age, and the palliative
operation was performed, difcharging near a quart of
water, without any bad accident in confequence of it
Next year the operation was again performed, defiring
our patient to forbear much exercife for a few days; but
the day after he rode a long journey, which occafioned,
a violent inflammation ; it was treated properly by his =
Surgeon in ordinary and proved a radical cure though |
no abfcefs fucceeded the inflammation.

E—— 1 [ NP S Ty S—
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" rence, taking up the fpermatic artery
with a little cellular membrane by the
needle and ligature, avoiding the nerve.
The theath of the cord, and the Tunica
vaginalis were ‘much thickened and re-
fembled doe’s leather. :

After the operation we accurately ex-
amined the difeafed parts, and found the
membrane which enveloped the Hyda-
tide firmly attached to the Tunica albu-
ginea and to the Epididymis of a livid
complexion, and that the teftis had a
cancerous tendency, the tubuli of which
were of a dark color, Thefe appearances
gave us the fatisfaction of being con-
vinced we had proceeded rationally, as
well as with a degree of precaution ex-
tremely neceflary in a cafe no lefs dubi-
ous in its event than important in its
nature.

The Symptoms in confequence of the
operation were favourable, and on July
the 28th, when I again met Mr. Hench-
man upon bufinefs, he informed me the
wound had been perfeély cicatrized fome

weeks

7]
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weeks, and that the patient enjoyed a
good ftate of health.
: of

+ Vid Morgagni de Caufis & Sedibus Morborum,
Epift. 43. Art. 16 & feq. and Mr. Elfe’s judicious Trea-
tife on the Hydrocele Tunice vaginalis Teitis, concer-
ning Hydatides upon the Tunica albuginea, &c.—Mor-
gagnus fays, in his Adverfaria anatomica, that the Tunica
albuginea confifts of two Lamellee: and De Graaf de
Virorum Organis Generationis, fays,—Vafa lymphatica
quz admodum dextere in Tefticulis detexit noftri Seculi
Curiofitas, non folum provenire noktis videntur a Tunica
albuginea, fed etiam ab interna Tefticulorum Subftantia;
and Nuck, in his Adenographia Curiofa, fpeaks to the
fame purpofe.

Read what the late celebrated Profeffor Monro has
written upon Tumors in the Scrotum, in the Med, Effays,
Vol. V. and Monf. Bertrandi's Differtation on the Hy-
drocele, in the Mem, de I' Acad. Roy. de Chirurgie,
Tom. III.—Mr, Ingram in his chirurgical Obfervations
deferibes fix diftinét kinds of Hydroceles, which are
well worth attending to, where he alfo takes notice of
Hydatides; but does not mention a Cafe wherein any
appeared in an Hydrocele in thefe parts, nor how they ‘
are produced. ‘

As Lymphatics according to the Doétrine of accurate 1
modern Anatomifts, take their rife from and are difperfed

in the cellular Menibrane, fo probably Hydatides pro-

ceed from Ruptures of them, having their fluid depofited

in the Cells of that Membrane, which is the univerfal
conneéting fubftance; and there, gradually increafing

and diftending them, form Cyfis of different fizes,—Some

have thought Hydatides were Lymphatics diftended with

their fluid by Obftrutions.
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Of a Lunatic's fwallowing an iron pin more

than five inches long, tapering and about’

two inches in circumference at the biggef?
end, and its confequences.

When' the keeper of this gentleman
went at night to fecure the door of his
room, as he ufed to do, and was looking
for the pin, he faid to him, ¢ don’t look
¢« for it, 1 have fwallowed it:” this he
little credited ; but it being in a lucid
interval he afked him what induced him

to do fo, and his anfwer was; ““ I was °

¢ thirfty and my mouth hot, and putting
¢ the pin into it, it felt cool and very
¢¢ pleafant, and I thruft it down my

¢ throat with my finger thus,” defcri-

bing the manner, faying, it is gone
indeed.”

He made no complaint till about a
fortnight after ; then became very reft-
lefs, and faid his body ached violently ;

IV but
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but had no recollection of {wallowing
the pin: however, upon taking a purge
it was brought away and all his com-
plaints immediately ceafed.

The keeper of this Lunatic is a perfon
of veracity ; and fome years after he had
given me this ftrange relation, I was
called to his houfe upon bufinefs in my
profeffion, and finding the gentleman
pretty rational, as he was at times, I
afked him about this matter, and he

confirmed to me the truth of the whole
tranfaction.

A cafe miflaken, attended with a fingular

circumflance.

In May, 1768, an excellent Apothe-
cary, who alfo practifed Surgery, afked
my opinion concerning a boy about feven
years of age, who he told me had long
had @ fiflulous ulcer in perinzo, With a
glandular tumor in the left inguen, and

that, from the appearances, he appre-
hended
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hended it was a fcrophulous cafe: how-
ever, upon more f{tri¢t inquiry we were
informed, that feveral months before he
became this gentleman’s patient, he fell
with great violence upon the 7/¢hium, in
confequence of which he had extreme
pain there, extending to the perinzum,
where an abfcefs afterwards was formed
and f{uffered to burft of itfelf, without
application being made to a Surgeon, his
parents being very poor.

Upon paffing a probe towards the 7/24:-
um, farther than had before been intro-
duced, I plainly felt a piece of bone in
the finus, which was very ftrait: and
upon examining the tumor attentively,
it appeared beyond difpute, to be a ze/;s
that had never defcended into the /érorum.

My friend was fully convinced, and
ingenuouily confefled his miftake.

I advifed enlarging the opening to give
room for the eafy paffage of the piece of
M 2 bone,
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bone, now much_ confined, and to take
the plafter oft the reflicle, giving it full
liberty.

The ulcer healed foon after the dif-
charge of a large exfoliation; but pro-
bably the #efficle had acquired fuch a
ftrong adhefion to the furrounding parts,
as never to be diflodged from that refi-
dence, and fall into its proper place. *

of

* Doftor Michaelfon, an ingenious young Phyfician
with whom I was acquainted in London, told me that
he had been concerned for a patient in the venereal dif-
eafe, whofe tefticles had not defcended into the Scrotum
at more than 20 years of age, but lay juft above the in-
guina eafily to be felt. i

Until the time of birth, the Teffes of the Fetus are {i-
tuated within the cavity of the Abdumen.

See a defcription of their fituation, &c. concerning the
Hernia congenita in the accurate Dottor Hunter's Medi-
cal Commentaries, by Mr. John Hunter, his Brother, an
excellent Anatomift alfo, and Surgeon to St. George's
Hofpital in London.
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Of a cafe wherein the liver was of an enor-
mous_fize.

The fubject of this hiftory was a Gen-
tleman of the law, aged about 60, of an
uncommon {mall ftature and lean habit
- of body. He had for fome years been
in a valetudinary ftate, probably owing
to a {edentary life and too clofe applica-
tion to ftudy and bufinefs, which de-
prived him of the benefit of two eflfen-
tials to health, air, and exercife.

At length the abdominal Vifcera be-
came obftructed and affected to a great
degree, and he had a cadaverous afpect.

 Under thefe circumftances he was ad-
vifed to go to Bath, in the vernal feafon
of the year 1765; there he confulted two
~ Phyficians and Mr. Pierce the Surgeon ;
and tho’ his body was then confiderably
enlarged, they apprehended it contained

I but
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but little fluid, and did not deem it an
Afecites requiring Paracentefis.

Upon his return home 1 was defired
to attend him with Doé&or Offley; the
cafe appeared to us as it had done to the
Gentlemen at Bath, and we were f{enfible
that the liver was of a vaft bignefs, ex-
tending almoft all over the Abdomen.

Soon after ill health obliged me to re-
tire from bufinefs, and prevented my
farther attendance.

The year following it was thought
advifable to tap him and repeat the ope-
ration four times, which gave very little
relief; the quantity of fluid drawn off
each time was but fmall and gelatinous.

He died in November, 1767, and ac~-

cording to his own defire his body was
opened.

Upon opening the Abdomen, but 2
{mall quantity of a fluid, and that gela-
tinous,
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tinous, was found diffufed in the cavity ;
in a cyft formed of the periton=zal coat
of the liver on its concave fide, five or
fix pints of the like kind of fluid were
contained ; the liver was {cirrhous to a
great degree, and much refembled a cow’s
udder; it weighed 28 pounds, which
was more than one fourth of the weight
~ of the patient’s whole body when in
health ; it was overfpread with Hyda-
- tides, each containing from a quarter to
half a pint or more of infpiffated lymph;
fome of which were burft and had fhed
their contents into the cavity of the Ab-
domen.

The Spleen was enlarged to double
1ts natural fize, and was alfo full of Hy-
datides like thofe on the Liver.

The Mefenteric Glands were diftended
with gelatinous lymph.

The abdominal Vifcera adhered toge-
ther and to the containing parts.
M 4 The
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The contents of the Thorax were not

difeafed, but the capacity of it was great-

ly diminifhed, by the extraordinary bulk
and preflure upwards of the Liver, &ec.

by which refpiration became very dif-

ficult.

I am obliged to the Phyfician who at-

tended the diffection for thefe deferip-
tions.

A fingular cafe of a ﬁane. lodged in the Rec~

tum ju/t above the Sphinéter Ani.

A Gentleman between 60 and 70 years

- of age, naturally of a very robuft confti-
tution, but now greatly emaciated, had =
- been for nine or ten years fubject to dif- =
orders of the urinary paffages often voi-
ding gravel and fmall ftones; and about
three years ago had a large abfcefs form-
ed i perineo; which was opened by an
old, experienced Surgeon ; but he did not

difcover any perforation of the Uretbra.
The
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~ The ulcer remained in a fiftulous ftate,
and in a fhort time he complained of
uneafinefs in the Reffum above the
Sphinéter Ani. This new complaint
foon became very tormenting, and was
long looked upon and treated as the -
ternal Piles, when, by introducing his
own finger, he felt fome folid body,
which was apprehended, by thofe whom
he confulted on this occafion, to be a
plumb-ftone or a biliary concretion lodg-

ed there, without examining the part as
he himfelf had:done.

. He was now in a deplorable condition,
~ not being able to fit upon a {eat, in con-
ftant pain, excruciating upon going to
ftool, - and had urine pafs thro’ the fiftu-

lous ulcer perineo, and fometimes into
the reftum.

Under thefe circumftances his Phyfi-

clan * propofed my being confulted with
the two Surgeons who had been concern-
ed for him fome time.

After

* Dottor Bigiby of Ipfwich.

185
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After {trictly examining the parts, and
deliberately confidering every circum-
ftance in our confultation, we were una-
nimoufly of opinion, that a ftone had
flipped out of its courfe when the abfcefs
was formed = perineo, and at length
made its way partly into the Reffum, as
we were in no doubt that what we felt
there with our fingers was the point of a
ftene, tho’ we could not feel any by in-
troducing a probe into the fiftulous ulcer.

From thefe confiderations we propofed

cutting upon it, in order to extralt it,
after emptying the Rectum with a clyfter.

The patient was fo well fatisfied with
‘the propriety of this method, as to con-
fent to it directly ; and the operation was
judicioufly performed by his Surgeon in
ordinary, by cutting upon it through the
Sphinéter, making the wound {ufficiently
large to extract it with facility.

The ftone was of a tapering figure more

than an inch long, of the bignefs of the
little

¢ —
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little finger, and about one third of its
length projected into the Re&um, where
a kind of neck was formed, by the ftric-
ture of the furrounding parts, which
confined it {trongly in its fituation, where
undoubtedly it gradually encreafed.

The wound healed kindly without
any ill accident in confequence of the
operation ; and by properly treating the
fiftulous ulcer with bougies, &c. that
was alfo foon brought into a healing
ftate, and both were perfectly cured in
lefs than two months, as the Surgeon
- informed me.

I faw this Gentleman the year after ;
he had then recovered his fleth, and told
me he enjoyed good health, finding no
uneafinefs upon the parts in walking,
riding, or in going to {tool.

Cﬂfﬁ'}r
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Copy of a Letter to Doltor Monfey, Phyfi-
cian to Chelfea-Hofpital, which I took
Jrom the Original in the Patient's own
Hand-writing, with the Doétor’s Con-
Jent: and it is inferted bere, fome cir-

cumflances being omitted in the account
of the cafe in the Medical Tranfaétions of

the College of Phyficians.

Londoﬁ,

October the 11t, 1766.

Goob SIR,

¢« With all humble fubmiffion I take
*¢ the liberty, in this manner, to acquaint
¢¢ you with my diforder of the moft fin-
¢ gular nature, with which I was feized
“¢ a5 near as I can recolled, in the year
¢ 1752, and fhall endeavour to give you
¢ a5 clear and exact a reprefentation of

€ 1t as I can.

¢« When ever I went out into the open

air, or expofed myfelf to the fun, my
{kin
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¢ {kin began to be tickled, and as I went
“ on or remained therein, that tickling
« fenfation would foon become a violent
¢ itching attended with uncommon heat,
¢ and my fkin alfo wherever touched by
¢¢ the warm air or the {fun-beams would
« immediately appear as red as vermi-
“ lion, but fooneft by the effect of the
< latter, and become thick and {tiff as
‘ Jeather, fometimes horney ; but I was
¢ thus affected only between fun and
“ {un; for before the {fun rofe and after
““ it fat I was quite another man.

¢ Thus it is with me now, and from
“ fun-rifing to {un-fetting, I am in a
< a ftate of involuntary confinement

«« within doors.

¢ Many worthy Gentlemen of the

‘¢ Faculty have given me their advice and
““ endeavours to relieve me in this dif-
SSetiela
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«¢ trefs, which rendered me incapable of
¢¢ following my occupation, as a watch-
< maker, to earn my bread: befides
¢¢ which, I had the affiftance of the moft
¢ noted Hofpitals, but without any fen-
¢« fible benefit, tho’ what was prefcribed
¢ for me might poffibly check the rapi-
¢¢ dity of the progrefs of my tormenting
¢« difeafe, which might {foon have put a
¢t period to my life.

< At laft the Gentlemen were unani-

‘¢ moufly of opinion that fea-bathing for =

¢¢ three months might afford me fome re-

¢ lief, if not perfe@ly cure me; and be-

«¢ ing tired of my life, and almoft dif-
¢ trated with my condition, I fcraped

<« together what {mall matter my {canty
«¢ circumitances would allow and went
¢ to Yarmouth, where after going in-
¢ to the open fea for fix weeks night
¢« and morning, I thought it high time

“ to

|
1
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“ to try an experiment, in order to prove
¢ whether I had received any benefit ; to
“¢ which purpofe I pitched upon a day,
¢ which experience had convinced me
‘¢ was proper for the trial : I undreft in
¢ the middle of the day and went into
¢ the water, and after a triple immerfion
“ T thought it prudent to come out,
‘“ finding a return of thofe dreadful
¢ fymptoms I have defcribed, with great
‘¢ aggravation; what I felt before I could
‘¢ get on my cloaths is inexpreffible ; but
¢ I will as well as I can endeavour to con-

““ vey to you an idea of my mifery at this -

¢ time: the itching, together with the
““ heat diffufed themfelves with fuch fpi-
“ rit and aivity thro’ my whole frame,
‘¢ that nature feemed ready to yield, my
*“ eyes grew dim and could not per-
““ form their office, and I became {0 ex-
“ ceflively weak and faint that I was
*“ compelled to lie down upon the beach
‘“ to prevent falling ; but the moment [
““ thus proftrated myfelf the faintnefs
¢ abated ; I then got up, but it inftantly
¢ returned and I was forced to lie down

¢ again;

19I
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¢ again ; thus was I alternately getting
<« up and lying down for half an hour
<¢ before I found myfelf able to walk.

¢¢ This account may {eem amazing to
¢ fome and be difputed by others; but
¢ indeed it is true without any exag-
‘¢ geration.

« Finding myfelf likely to be difap-

¢¢ pointed in this ultimate hope and re-
¢ fuge, from the moft ferious refletion,
¢« T fhould with great willingnefs, have

“ refigned my exiftence, rather than have _‘

‘¢ lived fo fingular 2 monument of mi-
“¢ fery, without any profpec of cure or

<< glleviation of the wretchednefs of my

¢¢ condition : however, as the time li-
¢« mited for my bathing in the fea was
< but half expired, I refolved to ftay to the
¢ full extent of it, and continued it
“ morning and night for feven weeks
<¢ longer, which made in the whole thir-
¢« teen: and I alfo drank a pint of the

¢ {ea-water every morning fafting.

¢« Having

i e e g B
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« Having now ftrictly conformed to
“¢ this laft refort, overwhelmed with hor=
“ ror and diftrefs, I fat myfelf down up-
“ on the pier-head, ruminating upon my
“ hard fate and irremediable condition,
¢ and refolved to return home as foon as

é¢ I could.

¢ After my return various means were
“ tried to no better purpofe, till I ap-
‘¢ plied to you, by whofe kind and cha-
¢¢ ritable affiftance, when reduced to the
“ laft degree of defpondency I have re-
‘“ cetved comfort, and am enabled to
‘¢ breathe and bear that air which is ap-
¢ pointed for the general benefit of man-
‘¢ kind ; and alfo to purfue my bufinefs
“ for my fupport.

““ The account I have related is au-
¢ thentic, as God is my' judge; and
““ many living witnefles can atteft the

¢ truth of it, which I thought. would
N §c BG
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« be agreeable to you to have under my
<« own hand, as the circumftances are of

¢ oot to mention my age, which is 38.
«“ ] am with profound refpect and
¢ gratitude”, |

Worthy Sir,
Your moft obliged and
dutiful Servant
: | WEST ADAMS

Watch-Maker in Turk’s-Head-Cuurt,;
Golden-Lane near Barbican.

London. .
The

# The Doftor told me that warm bathing, fmall Y
dofes of Calpmel, as an alterative, long perfevered in, =
taking now and then a lenient purge, with a ftrict obfer-

vance of the non-naturals and a proper regimen of diet, =
was the method which proved of fuch fingular fervice. 1

The Doftor informed me in Auguft, 1768, that thls 3
man continued well without haf.rmg had any return of hlS ¢
difeafe. 1

' The winter before this dlﬁ:afc appeared, hisdiet con-
fited chiefly of bullock’s liver.and porter, and his com-
panion

|

A
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The following letter was fent to Sir Chrif-
topher Meighan at Dieppe in Normandy,
by a Gentleman of the army, for bis opi=
nion in refpect to the ufe of the Waters at

" Baréges in his cafe, with the flate of it
inchfed. |

Norwich,
March the 1oth, 1767  *

SIR,

¢ After having read your Treatife on

¢ the Bareges-Waters, I defired the Sur-
‘¢ geon under whofe care I had been, as
““ long as his health would allow him to
‘“ attend me, to draw up my cafe to be
“ tran{mitted to you, to know whether
“ you think them proper in it; and I
N 2 “ beg

panion lived in the fame manner, who was alfo afflicted
in a lefs degree; which circumftances are omitted in the
preceding letter, but the patient acquainted the Doftos
with them afterwards, as he informed me,
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¢ beg the favour of your immediate an-
<« {wer, with fuch diretions as you fhall
¢¢ judge neceffary to give for the ufe of

<¢ them, if you think them advifable in

“ my cafe.

¢« Should you encourage my taking fo

¢ long a journey, I will repair thither
‘¢ directly.

Iam,
Sir,
Your moft humble Servant

FhEEE REEEREES

¢ The inclofed ftate of my cafe has
¢ been read and approved by my Phy-
‘< fician,

State of the Cale.

The Gentleman is about 30 years of
age of {mall ftature but had remarkable
ftrength for his fize. He was of a live-

1y, adive difpofition and always enjoyed

goud
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good health till the year 1762, when he

fuffered very much by hard duty, and
lying in the damp trenches at Belleifle.

In confequence of thefe hardfhips, he
firft was feized with a pain upon his hip,
which was confidered and treated as a
rheumatic diforder, by the Regimental
Surgeon, then at home by a Surgeon of
characer in the country, and afterwards
by a Phyfician of great eminence in
London.

Two years elapfed under the care of
‘thefe Gentlemen, without finding any re-
lief; and fometime after, when both
hip and thigh were greatly enlarged,
they were eledirified nine times, receiv-
ing the fevereft thocks each time, upon
pretence of more effeCtually difperfing
the f{welling, under the dire&ion of a
perfon entirely ignorant of medical know-

ledge.

From the time of the Electrification,

every thing proceeded from bad to worfe,
Nits and
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. and in a little time he returned to his

native place, much emaciated and he@i-
cal, putting himfelf again under the care
of his former Surgeon, who finding a
great colle&tion of matter throughout the
thigh, made an ample opening through
the Fafcia Femoris.

An immenfe quantity of fetid matter

was difcharged, like the wathings of
fleth ; the fubjacent mufcles were very
flabby and livid, looking like a new flayed
hare after lying in water.

"1In Auguft, 1764, foon after this ftep _.';
had been taken, Doctor Offley and I

were called to him.

Confidering his extreme weaknefs, re-
quiring the affiftance of two or three
perfons to turn him in his bed, and every =
motion being attended with exquifite
pain, his being fhrunk almoft to fkin =
and bone, with lofs of appetite, and

having a vexatious cough with colliqua-
tive {weats, it was no wonder that his
Surgeon
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Surgeon fhould declare to us as he did,
even before we faw -him, that we were
come to fee a dying man, whom he be-
lieved would live but a very few days:
and indeed after feeing him and examin-
ing the ftate of the cafe with the utmoft
care and attention, and receiving an hif-
tory of it from the beginning in a very
circumitantial and exat manner, we alfo
defpaired of his recovery.

We difcovered finufes in every direc-
tion in the interftices of the mufcles,
from the loins and hip to the ham, by
introducing a bougie, whence proceeded
fuch an immoderate quantity of the moft
~offenfive fanious matter, that it was not

199

The Surgeon’s
opinion when
the Doétor and I

were called in.

pofiible he could long have exifted under

that difcharge, with the abforption of the
matter keeping up a conftant fever, &e.
and we were now apprehenfive the bones
were affected in different parts.

N 4 From
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#d counteér
apenings, &c.
foon produced a
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change in this
cale. |
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From this inundation of matter we
confidered the parts as a morafs that
required draining, in order to make firm
land ; confequently agreed to obtain
three or four depending openings, and
drefs the whole in the moft eafy, fuper-
ficial manner: one was made at the in-
ferior part of the lumbar region, directly
upon a point where he had long com-
plained of fuch exquifite pain, that he
could not bear to liec upon it. Here we
found a caries upon the fpinal procefs of
the laft vertebra with great roughnefs of
the bone; and immediately after this
opening he was able to lie upon that part
with eafe.

The depending and counter openings,
with the eafy, fuperficial drefiings, foon
produced a very wonderful change in the
cafe; the difcharge leflfened, and the mat-
ter became better conditioned : and with

the
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the affiftance of the Phyfician’s advice
and prefcriptions, there was a daily
amendment in all refpects very vifibly.

After our attendance at a diftance
about fix weeks, the Gentleman was
earneftly defirous, with the concurrence
of his relations, to be under our imme-
diate care and infpection, and was accor-
dingly removed to Norwich, a diftance
of about 30 miles, and bore the journey
without being much fatigued, lying upon
a bed in a large coach.

We now purfued our original plan of
occafionally making depending openings
of a moderate extent, and preferving
them in the eafieft manner, to give a free
and uninterrupted difcharge to the mat-
ter, and room for the expulfion of carious
pieces of bones, from the Os facrum, Ifch.
and Fem. as well as the Perzeb. which
has been mentioned, all which we found

affeCted ;

201
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affeGted ; and to give nature an opportu-
nity of filling up with good fleth and
clofing fuch dreadful cavernous ulcers.

We had from all thefe bones exfolia-

tions, fome thicker and fome thinner,

- and fome from the Os Femoris the thick-

nefs of the bone quite to the marrow: the
whole number were 26, but only one
has come away vifibly for about a year;
fince which many of the finufes have
perfe@ly clofed, others have contrac-

ted into a narrow compafs and none

of thofe ftill remaining open afford much
matter.

He drank Afles Milk, took the Bark,
Elix. Vitriol. &c. and obferved fuch a re-
gimen, with great regularity in all re-
{pe@s, as the Doctor thought advifable.

He has recovered flefh and ftrength far

beyond our expe&ation, and fo much of
his
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his wonted gayety and chearfulnefs as to
relith amufements and diverfions.

This worthy Gentleman in the whole
courfe of his moft dreadful affli¢tion,
thewed the greateft magnanimity and
fortitude of mind.

Halefworth,
Feb. the 18th, 1767.

B. GOOCH.

This cafe was attefted by Dr. Offley
of Norwich. 4+ -~

Sir

+ In confequence of an unfortunate, and unforefeen
incident which brought my life into the moft imminent
danger, T was obliged to retire from bufinefs between
two and three years; which circumftance prevented my
feeing this Gentleman for more than a year before I
drew up this hiftory of his cafe, and what occurred in
that intermediate period was left to be added, by the

Surgeon who fucceeded me, with the Phyfician's concug-
rence.,

203
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Str Chriftopher Meighan's anfwer.

Dieppe in Normandy,
March the 21ft, 1767.

SIR,

¢ The origin of your diforder was
‘“ manifeftly obftructed perfpiration, in
¢ confequence of which matter was in
‘¢ time ‘congefted, forming a tumor upon
¢ the limb.

¥
- — e -
-

Remarkswp- ¢ 'The Ele@rification {o unfeafonably

on the abfurdity

ofthe e ‘¢ and violently l:fra?.ﬁti.fed proved, without
probable il o ¢ doubt, ver)f injurious ; the rfa'peate:d
i ¢¢ percuffions in that manner, particularly

“ affeCting the diftended veflels, muit

¢« produce lacerations in many of the ca-

“¢ pillaries, and occafion a diffufion of

< matter on all {ides, whence proceeded

¢ more finufes than there would other-

¢ wife have been, and probably more

‘¢ injury to the bones, q

i
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¢« It is needlefs to fay any more on
«¢ the circumftances of your cafe, than to
« felicitate you on the excellency of your
¢¢ conftitution, that was able to withftand
¢ fuch dreadful attacks, and to congra-
“¢ tulate the Gentlemen by whofe falu-
¢¢ tary care you have been preferved, par-
¢¢ ticularly by the judicious meafures
. ¢ they purfued in making opportune de-
‘¢ pending openings, by which the prey-
‘¢ ing matter was drained off, giving the
‘¢ carious bones room to exfoliate, and
‘¢ preventing, by thofe means, the fatal
““ confequences of heétic fever, profufe
““ night {weats and confumptive cough,
¢ which would finally have ended in a
‘ fatal marafmus, by purulent matter
‘¢ being conftantly abforbed, and mixing
‘¢ with the mafs of blood and humors.

““ The prefent ftate in which you are,
¢ alone claims our confideration and at-
‘ tention, and in my opinion, from what
“ I have obferved of the efficacy of the
‘¢ Bareges Waters, they are exceedingly
‘““ proper in your cafe now; for any

““ finufes

20§
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¢¢ finufes ftill remaining open may be-
« come fiftulous, and callofities will pre~ -
‘¢ vent a cure being perfected, as daily
“¢ experience evinces, which may be |
‘¢ brought into a fure healing difpofition,
“ by the refolutive and digeftive power
¢ of thefe Waters. )

¢« Carious fplinters of bones, if they -
¢¢ lie latent, as they fometimes will for
¢“ many years, and breaking forth re-
¢ vive great evils, will be detached by |
¢« the operation of the Douche; T and
¢« what is the main point, by drinking
<¢ thefe balfamic falubrious waters health ‘
‘¢ may be reftored |

<« In order to obtain thefe defirable
¢¢ ends I advife as follows.

The method < As foon as you get to Bareges, which
of ufing the

waesand ¢ {hould be by the beginning of June at

f.;:’: sk ¢ lateft, I would have you begin with
‘¢ the temperate, lukewarm Baths called

““ Bains

T Douche is the fame operation as our Fumping at S
Balh.
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¢ Bains de Delices, continuing them nine -

¢¢ days fucceflively, each bathing to be of
¢ an hour and half’s duration. at leaft,
¢ taking the dreflings previoully off the
¢ ulcers, afterwards applying to them
¢¢ {oft even pledgets of lint, and com-
<< prefles dipped in the water of the hot-
“ teft fpring, to be gently bound on with
< a roller ; which ealy fimple method of
‘¢ dreffing is fufficient at all times, unlefs
¢¢ the orifices of the ulcers be callous,
¢ or there be callofities in the finufes,
“ in which cafe there may be occafion
“¢ to fcarify the lips and drefs them with
¢ an ointment prepared with two parts
“ of the pureft fediment of the Baths
“and one of crude mercury, with a
¢ {mall portion of the fineft turpentine,
““ to be well rubbed together till the
~““ mercury be perfectly extinguifhed and
‘“ no globules to be feen: and fome of
¢¢ this ointment is to be conveyed into
¢¢ the finufes, as far as it can convenient-
““ ly, upon foft pledgets of lint, not
“ cramming them full ; continuing this
““ manner

L

An eintment
to drefls the ul-
cers with,




208

ClyRers of the
Water recom-
mended.

The manner
of drinking the
water,
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<« manner of drefling, {o long as the parts
¢ remain in a callous ftate, according to
¢ the Surgeon’s judgment.

¢¢ During thefe nine days, two hours
¢ before entering the Bath, it will be
‘¢ proper to have a clyfter given of the
‘¢ temperate water: and during the whole
¢¢ courfe of thefe waters, clyfters of the
¢« temperate, or hotteft water, if you are
‘“ not too hot, may prove beneficial
¢¢ twice or thrice a week.

“ You may fend every morning early
¢¢ for a quart of the hotteft {pring water,
¢ and drink it mixt with the fame quan-
¢ tity of frefh drawn cow’s milk, divided
‘¢ into {ix portions, with the interval of
¢ an hour; perfifting in the ufe of this
¢¢ falutary medicine during the whole
¢« feafon, except on the purging days,
¢« which fhould be every tenth for the
¢ firft month, and fifteenth afterwards,
¢¢ doing nothing in thefe days but wafh
¢¢ the {fores with the hotteft water, injec-

¢ ting fome into the finufes, with the
L
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¢ reft of the drﬂﬁing as has been direc-
“ ted ; ufing the ointment if found ne-
‘¢ ceflary.

“ The gentleft purgatives are to be
““ufed. Manna with Nitre diffolved in
¢ clear whey and ftrained, makes a very
 proper purge at thefe times. Two
‘“ ounces of Manna and a dram of Nitre
‘¢ 1s a full dofe. If Nitre thould difagree
““ with your ftomach, Cream of Tartar
““ may be ufed in its ftead.

¢ After the firft nine days ufe of the
¢ temperate Bath-Water and the purge
““ which is to fucceed it, you are then to
“¢ begin with the Doucke from this {pring,
““and after fifteen days the water from
“ the hotteft {pring may be ufed to all
““ the parts affe@ted, or that have been

209

Purgatives of
the gentleft kind
advifable, dur-
ing the ufe of
the waters,

““ affected, from eight to fifteen minutes .

““at a time, as you find you can well
““ bear this operation, which is to be re-
““ peated every day throughout the fea-
“ fon, as a moft fovereign remedy to
¢ heal the ulcers or difpofe them to heal;

O ““ but
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¢« but thould you at any time find your-
« {clf over-heated by the Douche, { it
¢« muft be omitted two or three days,
¢¢ and in that interval ufe the temperate
< Bath for refrefhment as before directed.

¢ It is to be obferved, that when the

< ulcers are deterged, and appear in 2
¢¢ good healing condition, which in a
¢ bad cafe probably may be two months
<¢ or more, even with the moft regular
«¢ perfeverance in the method I have re-
¢« commended, the percuffion of the
<¢ Douche or fall of water upon the parts
€935

+ I was obliged to go to Bath twice on account of a
lamenefs upon my ancle, and I found by experience,
that this operation quickened my pulfe and made me
hotter than bathing in water of an equal degree of heat
the fame fpace of time,

Thefe waters proved fo efficacious after various other
means had afforded me no relief, as to reftore the ufe of
my limb, when it was become quite ufelefs and attended
with great pain upon the leaft motion, in confequence
of gouty matter falling upon the joint, after a violent
injury received ina fall from my horfe many months
hefore,
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< is to be moderated, or regulated, by
“ interpofing a piece of fine linen cloth,
“¢ or by the ufe of a tin pipe of a {fmaller
¢¢ diameter, giving a much lefs column
¢ of water, endeavouring to avoid throw-
¢ ing it in a perpendicular direction up-
¢ on the parts into the finufes, left the
¢¢ force and power of it in that manner,

211

How to mo-
derate or regu-
late the degree
of percuflion of
the water in
pumping.

““ fhould interrupt the work of regene-

“ ration, or wear away the very tender

¢ papille or granulations of fleth: and
¢¢ here it may be neceffary to inform you,
‘“ to prevent your being difcouraged at
¢¢ the conclufion of the feafon, that, tho’
“ every difpofition for a cure fthould be
‘¢ laid, yet the ulcers {feldom cicatrize till
“¢ fometime after quitting the a&ion of
‘¢ the waters, for very obvious reafons.

¢¢ Should it happen that extraordinary
- ““ heat, head-ach or febrile fymptoms,
““ difcoverable by the quicknefs of the
‘¢ pulfe, fhould feize you at any time
“ during the ufe of thefe waters, you
“¢ {hould lofe 6 or 8 ounces of blood, or
““ more as you can bear that evacuation,

) s ‘c and'

In cafe febrile
fymptoms fhould
arife upon the
ufe of the wa-
ters what to be
done.

B i e
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The proper
Regimen in the
ufe of thefe was
ters.

Water boiled
and ftrained af-
ter ftanding till
gold the beft
common drink.
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¢¢ and take a dofe of gentle purging phy-
¢ fic, repeating it occafionally.

- ¢ Your regimen or diet, a point fo
¢ material in the cure of all difeafes, is
¢ to be attended to with the utmoft
¢¢ {tri¢tnefs and obfervance, as very con-
¢ ducive to the fuccefs of the waters.
¢« Milk as it comes from the cow, with
¢¢ bread in a moderate quantity is proper
¢« for breakfaft and {fupper; for dinner,
¢¢ good, plain foup or broth, with fleth-
¢¢ meats of eafy digeftion, as veal, mut-
¢ ton, lamb, chicken, &c. boiled or
¢ roafted ; avoiding high fauces, fruits
¢ and fallads, or whatever is heating or
¢ breeds crudities.

« If you can content yourfelf with
¢¢ water for common drink, which fhould
‘¢ be boiled, and the clear poured off
¢ when cold, that is, in my opinion, a
¢ liquor the moft advifable, drinking
“ only one glafs of fome genuine {weet
¢ ftomach wine, fuch as Malaga or
«¢ Frontiniac, after dinner; but if cuf-
< tom has made wine neceffacy, and you
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¢¢ cannot be fatisfied with water alone,
‘¢ a third part of good, found red port

¢ wine mixed with it may be allowed.
¢ Too free an ufe of wine has proved fo  The free ufe

. e of wine pernici-
‘¢ prejudicial to fome of our Country- ous during the
ufe of thele wa-
“ men, who have reforted to Bareges, as tr.
¢ to deprive them of the benefit of the

‘¢ waters in very proper cafes.

—

T

S S e S S

S

¢ I moft heartily with the recovery of
‘¢ your health, and am,

IE
L

Sir,
your moft humble Servant,

CHRISTOPHER MEIGHAN.
O 3 Sir

I Sir Chriftopher Meighan M. D. is Knight of the
Order of the Holy Ghoft, and ufed to attend at Bareges
in the Seafons for drinking the waters, &c.

Thefe thermal Aprings are at the foot of the Pyrenean
Mountains towards the South, dividing France from’
Spain, where commodious covered Baths were built by
the order of the prefent King of France, for the better
accommodation of people reforting to them.——1I have
reafon to wifh there had been the like accommodation
at Bath; for when I was obliged to go thither in the
autumnal feafon, by being expofed to the open air in
bathing in cold weather, I fuffered much.
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Sir Chriftopher Meighan’s Letter de-
termined this Gentleman to go to Bare-
ges, and in his way thither through Lon-
don he took the opinion of fome eminent

Surgeons there, who alfo advifed the
{fame.

In his journey he fuffered much from
fome unexpected occurrences, and when
he arrived there, was not in a condition
to ufe the waters to any purpofe; for
which reafon he was advifed to retire to
Tarbes in Gafcony, about fifteen leagues
from Bareges, and there to winter in or-
der to return early the next feafon; but
in the mean time a new diforder attacked

him and carried him off; concerning
which I never had a fatisfactory account,

but did hear it was fome complaint in his
bowels.

He was embalmed by Monf. Clerac,

who gave a very defective account of his

dying illnefs.

i N, o s ol
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Of the fingular effeét of a large dofe of
folid Opium.

A perfon who had long been {ubject
to nephritic complaints and voided many

{mall ftones, was unnecefiarily compelled

to a long attendance in a Court of Judi-
cature, upon an exceflive hot day; in
confequence of which an immoderate ef-
fufion of blood enfued from the urinary
paflages, and continued, with fhort in-
tervals, for more than ten months; de-
feating the moft powerful means and
bringing his life into moft imminent

danger.

In this ftate a fever feized him atten-
ded with violent inceflant purging and
vomiting, having at the fame time a re-

*turn of bleeding to a much greater de-
gree than ever before. Not a{poonful
of any kind of nutriment would now
ftay in his ftomach; his pulfe became

0 4 almoft

21§
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almoft imperceptible and intermitting, his
life in all appearance of but a few hours
duration, and his neareft and deareft re-

lations had taken their final leave of him
as a dying perfon.

Under thefe circumftances he was tru-

ly fenfible of his approaching diffolution,
and talked with his Phyfician upon it
with great compofure of mind, who was
his particular Friend, and attended him
with great care, judgment and affeGion,
to give him all the affiftance in his power
as long as he lived ; believing he would
want it but a very fhort time; however,
in this extremity he propofed giving him

a large dofe of folid Opium, with fome

faint hopes, if it ftaid in his ftomach, of
proving the means of checking thefe
evacuations ; and four grains of this hea-
venly remedy, in as many pills foftened
in the hand, were taken in a {poonful of
fimple cinnamon and pepper-mint water,
which had the defired effe®. In lefs
than an hour he was in a profound flegp
and {lept near fix hours without waking;

then,
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then, between fleeping and waking, he
took fome nourithment which ftaid in
his ftomach, and he went to fleep again

- for fome hours. Upon waking again

more perfectly he afked for nourithment,
which alfo ftaid in his ftomach, and he
had no tendency to vomit or purge; but
then was fenfible of great irritation from
Coagula of blood at the neck of the
bladder, as he had often beenibefore,
tho’ not to fo great a degree; and upon
having recourfe to the former expedient
of injecting milk and oil occafionally, a
vaft quantity of coagulated blood was
difcharged, none in a recent ftate.

From that time the ruptured veflel or
veflels were fo effectually clofed, that not
the leaft appearance of blood has fince
been feen from thofe parts, which is

more than five years; but the patient’s
health fuffered irreparably by the im-
menfe quantity ‘that he had loft.

The

217
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The manner of performing the injec-
tion was by a catheter, having a pipe of
a large ivory fyringe thortened and well
fixt into it, for want of a more commo-
dious inftrument.

A Letter, &c. communicated to me by Dr.
M---y concerning a fleeplefs perfon who
lived at Madrid.

DeAR SiIR,

¥ # # # # %
* 3 3 * 3 # £
2 # * 5 # # 3

« ] began my inquiry into the ex-
< traordinary piece of Hiftory of the
< fleeplefs man here by making a vifit
¢ to my acquaintance Father Sarmiento,
<« 2 man of the firft charaéer for lear-
¢ ning in this Country. He told me all
¢« he knew of this {leeplefs man, was his

‘¢ being

b |
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¢ being buried in that very Convent
¢¢ where he refides, and that he noted at
¢ the time, the circumftances of his ne-
“ yer having flept. This was a lucky dif-
‘¢ covery, for by having recourfe to the
¢« Regifter of the Burials, which is more
< full and exa& than with us, I there
¢« found the names of all his heirs, and
< among the reft of his Brother-in-law,
“ whom I foon found out by inquiring
¢ at another Convent; in fhort I afked
¢ this good man every queftion I could
‘¢ think of relative to this curious matter.

““ I with you may not now think my
‘¢ account too minute, but I was willing
¢¢ at this diftance to obviate feveral doubts,
‘¢ and to mention the life of the genera-
¢¢ lity of the Spaniards, though indeed of
¢“late years they have loft much of their

¢ fobriety ; perhaps they do not fleep the
¢¢ worfe for that. |

“ I with
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The Hiftory of Don Andres Gonzales de

Brizianos.

This Gentleman had a very confidera-
ble employment in the Revenue at Ma-
drid. He was Cantador de Refultas y de
Furos, Offices in which the receipt and
difburfements of the whole Royal Trea-
fury are examined and. ftated, and in
which an account is kept of the interéft

paid of the fums of money lent to the
Kings of Spain.

He was of a middling ftature, neither
- fat nor lean, nor of an unhealthy com-
plexion. He ufed to rife early, drink
very thin chocolate without eating, and
pafs. the whole morning in the bufinefs
of his Office, dine, like the Spaniards,
chiefly on Soup and Olla at two o’ Clock,
and never take any Sieffe. At four he
had his chocolate in the fame manner as

at

221

His employ-
ment,

His conftitu-
tion and man-
aer of living.
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at breakfaft ; and in the evening he
walked a great deal in the Town, but
very leifurely.

He was fo well known in the Coffee-
Houfes, that without exprefs orders the
Waiters ufed to bring him large glaffes
of iced water, of which he ufed to drink
very freely in the courfe of the day, as
well as of Sherbet with ice, when he
went into company.

His {upper was a fallad and cucum-
bers, or other cold fruits and water; for
he never drank wine, nor did he fmoke
tobacco or take {nuff.

swiedtoan  During a great many years he had a
Herpes and the -

contequences kind of Herpes, or eryfipelatous humor,

"en TR 1 one of his legs ; from which he always

felt bad effe@s when it dried up. He

obferved that abftaining from fleth and

living chiefly upon fith, in the early part

of his life, conftantly brought it out

again ; but this means did not fucceed

| with
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with him at 73, when the humor re-
treated, affected his ftomach and killed

him.

He was buried in the Church of the
Benedi&ine-Convent of St. Martin at
Madrid, on the 11th of February, 1736.

In the twentieth year of his age he
married a girl of thirteen, at which age
the fex are marriageable in Spain and
Portugal : and it is remarkable at that
time of his life he took no fleep.

His Wife’s Brother Don Antonio Ro-
drigues Gallo, an old Gentleman of great
reputation, mentioned before, whofe ve-
racity was not to be queftioned, from
whom I had thefe particulars, does not
know whether he flept in the former
part of his life; he only is pofitive that
his Brother-in-law never mentioned in
his hearing, this total privation of fleep,

as

2213

Where he
was buried.
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He f{ometimes
dozed for a very
fhort fpace of
fime not pro-
perly, to be cal-
led {leeping.

His father,
mother, and
children all
good fleepers,

" A

s%
Fu® 5
[ 9]

M E D I.C A L

as having begun at any particular pe-
riod of his life, or that he apprchended
it was caufed by any fit of illnefs.

The utmoft that he dozed was one
guarter of an hour in the twenty-four,
which could not properly be called fleep;

for even in thofe moments he would

readily anfwer whatever queftions were

atked him.

His wife, who was as weak and fickly
as he was robuft and healthy, often ufed
to fay, that at no time fhe had ever found
him fleeping, and yet he never complai-

“ned of this wakefulnefs as a misfortune.

He was chearful in his family; but
feldom fat down in his own houfe. In
his dying illnefs it was thought he flept
a little. It is remarkable that his father
and mother, the former of whom was

extremely lean, and his children Doz
Francifco
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Francifco and Donna Maria, who both
furvived him, but fince dead, were all

> 4

The above facts are confirmed by the
teftimony of fome other perfons of good
credit ftill living, who knew and fre-
quently vifited him. *

good f{leepers.

i3 A Copy

* The Reverend Father Benedit Feijoo, a man of great
learning and charadter, in his Theatrum criticum univer=

[fale, fays,

“¢ In regard to living without fleep, T have received
¢ an account from a perfon of confequence at Court,
¢ that Don Andres Gonzales Brizianos Contador de Furos,
“ a native of Madrid, who preferved himfelf in good
“¢ health till between 7o and 8o years of age, either did
¢ not fleep at all, or very little, during his whole life,
¢ only when he was advanced in years, he ufed to doze
“¢ for a very fhort fpace of time ; but even this fmall de-
¢« gree of reft, approached nearer to wakefulnefs than
““ fleep, fince he could hear every word that wasfpoken
““ to him in a low tone of voice,”

The author adds, ¢ The fame noble perfon affured
*“ me, that this falt was known to the whole court at
¢ Madrid.
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Ana t
fupporting the
authenticity of
the former nar-
rative taken
from Feijoo's
Theatrum criti-
cum univerfale,
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- A Copy of my good Friend Doélor Monfey's
Letter, giving a narrative of a very -
extraordinary cafe from bis own obfer~

vation.
St. James’s,
April the 20th, 1765.
My dear Friend,

¢« ] do not recollect what I faid of my-

¢ {eIf in my laft letter, which you {ay
¢¢ gaye you concern ; for indeed I have
R lately been extremely well compared
¢¢ with what I have fuffered, and now
¢ think myfelf happy ; tho’ I have ftill,
<« now and then, {enfations, which I
¢¢ know not how to defcribe or account
« for, yet I do not fuffer them to break
< in and difturb the general ftate of my
¢¢ health either of body or mind; but L

¢« have a notion, that one day or other 1 =
¢« {hall



OBSERYATILIONS.

- ““fhall be fuddenly knocked down, as
 with a cannon ball, or fly in pieces
¢¢ like 2 bomb-fhell. Don’t you imagine
“that I am repining at this imaginary

¢¢ cataftrophe, I rather am pleafed with
‘¢ the hope of it; it is much better than

“ to be carried oft with a ftinking fever,
¢ a drivelling palfy, or a gloomy melan-
*“ choly nervous affeCtion of any kind -
‘“ and now I talk of nerves and nervous
‘¢ affections, I'll give you an hiftory as
‘¢ concifely as I can, of an aﬂc}niﬂling
¢ cafe, that lately came to my know-
*¢ ledge and under my own notice; which
““ I fhall leave to the Archbifthop to
*¢ chriften, and begin my narration,

““ A Gentleman of the Law in Ser-
¢ jeant’s-Inn, aged about 5o, and of a
‘¢ fanguine complexion, was feized about
“ 10 years ago with a paralytic affe@ion
* on his left arm, after which he had
*“ {evere pain on the fecond joint of hig
*“thumb, from thence it runs up to the
*“ middle of the cubit, and fo on to the

P 2 ““ midd]es

22%
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¢¢ middle of the humerus, gradually in-
¢« creafing to an excruciating degree, and 1
¢¢ there it ftops.

¢« No means has been able to remove |
¢ it effectually, but a very odd one gives
‘¢ temporary relief, which is tapping him
¢« yery gently juft at the junétion of the
¢¢ laft vertebra of the neck with the firft
¢¢ of the back. This is done almoft in- =
¢ ceffantly night and day, having a fuc-
¢ ceffion of fervants for this purpofe, i
¢« and by this means he {carce ever fleeps.

¢« T faw him firft on Tuefday laft; he
¢¢ difmiffed the tapper when I went in
¢¢ and called his wife to do the office,
¢¢ who fat beating him in this manner
¢¢ a1] the time I was with him, which =

¢« was more than an hour.

e At intervals he was feized with the
¢« moft violent {pafms in the jaws anc
¢« borborygmi, and once whilft I was |

¢¢ with him with the moft unaccountable®®
| ¢« diforder
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<t diforder upon the mufcles of the La-
< rynx, I fuppofe, for he made fuch a
¢¢ horrid, fonorous, inarticulate jabber-
““ ing as I never heard, and coming, on a
¢ fudden and unexpetted, it affrightened
*¢_me,

¢¢ I did but juft touch his thumb, and
¢ it gave him exquifite pain, fays he, a
¢ ftraw drawn over it is a dagger; and
. ‘¢ yet once upon my touching it pretty
¢¢ hard it took off the pain, as did more
¢ than once {cratching his eye-brow

¢ hard.

¢ When the fpafm affects his throat,

- % and he belches forth wind, he farts

¢ with fuch vehemence and {martnefs,

- ¢¢ and with {fuch an acute noife, as I know

¢ not how to defcribe it to you; but it
¢¢ {feems to me fomething like the explo-
¢ fion of a boy’s pop-gun.

¢ Were I to enumerate all the oddi-
-¢¢ ties I obferved at this vifit, I thould
¢ tire you and myfelf too.

Erg - S5 He
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“ geon to cut off his arm.

- ¢ eminence, without finding the leaft re-
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¢« He once in his agony fent for a Sur-

¢ He has confulted a great number of -
¢¢ Phyficians and Surgeons of the greateft

“¢ lief from any of them ; Doéfor Frewin
¢¢ fent him to Bath.

¢ He has lately been under the care
«« of Dominicett: the Venetian Doltor,
¢« who is come over to cure every body
¢« of all diftempers by fweating; but after
¢ three months difcipline, and immode~
e rately {weated, with dry and wet fu-
¢¢ migations, fritions, &c. Nibilt omnia.

. SR
IR} -
e e i W J———

s¢ Curiofity led me to inquire into thefe |
¢¢ ftrange and furprifing phcenomena.

<« He begged of me to try fomething,
¢ but I had no courage, {pirit or hopes.
6 Hc

+ In a letter which T lately received from the Dottor,
he fays, that laft fummer a Surgeon divided Lh_e two
branches of nerves belonging to the thumb, but without
benefit.
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¢« He has taken all the nervous tribe
¢¢ of medicines over and over again ;
¢« however, not to appear inhuman to fo
<« wretched a being, after telling him I
¢¢ knew not what would or would not
¢ do him good, as {foon as I returned
«« home I fent him a bottle of Rattle-
¢« Snake Wine to take a glafs of fre-

‘¢ quently.

<« Upon my taking my leave of him,
“¢ he told me he had not clofed his eyes
¢¢ for eight nights fucceffively.

<« Laft night, the third fince I vifited
¢ him, as I was fitting by my firefide,
¢ in walked my patient to my great {ur-
“ prize,‘ which he obferving; Sir! fays
«¢-he, you cannot be fo much amazed as
¢¢ I am, nor half {o much pleafed; I am
¢¢ come to thank you, and if not crimi-
¢ minal, to worfhip you.

«« Well Sir, faid I, but I thought you
¢ could not bear a coach nor a chair; I
¢ cannot anfwered he, I came walking

Pia ‘¢ and
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¢¢ and have left my friends and neighbours
¢ in the greateft aftonithment. Sir!
¢ this change furely cannot proceed from
““ my medicine, it feems to me almoft
¢ impoflible. Sir! ’tis true for all that
‘“ replied he, and I have not had one
““ tap all this whole day, and am in a
““ manner free from pain. Sir! faid I
¢ don’t halloo, we are not yet out of
¢¢ the wood. Indeed Sir, fays he I am
¢¢ at prefent, but God knows how {oon
¢ I may be in again. When your f{ur-
¢ prife is over and your mind {ettled
¢¢ after your walk I'll feel your pulfe ; I
¢¢ did fo, and from a quick and irregular
¢¢ one, which I obferved whea I vifited
‘¢ him at his own houfe, I found it regu-

¢¢ began to demolith my infidelity, and
¢¢ to give me fome opinion of my Rattle-
¢« Snake Wine. '

¢¢ After fitting an hour with me free

¢ from pain, and without his man pat-
¢ ting him once, I afked him to go
¢¢ home in a chair. Sir, fays he, a chair
¢« murders
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¢« murders me, unlefs the fellows would
¢ carry their poles fhort, and give me
“ no fwing or dancing, and that they
¢ will not do; fo away he went on foot
‘¢ in great {pirits. '

““ I called upon him the day after this
¢¢ dialogue, and he told me he walked
‘¢ from my apartment at Lord Godol-
¢ phin’s home with great eafe, where he
““ met an aflembly of friends, expe&idg
‘¢ his return, wondering at what they
¢¢ had heard and then faw.

““ He told me he bclieved his night
““ was not quite fo good as it might have
““ been, had not his friends kept him up
““ too late to rejoice with him on this

““ happy event ; yet this day he faid he
¢ had found himfelf ftronger than ufual,

““ and had been at Lincoln’s-Inn-Hall
‘¢ to prefent a petition to my Lord Chan-
¢¢ cellor: however, nﬂtwithﬁanding thefe
‘¢ halcyon-days, this fair fun-fhine of
*¢ comfortable hope, I am afraid clouds
¢ and ftorms will arife and make this poor

“« Gentleman
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¢ Gentleman again the moft miferable.

<¢ of Beings.

<« What happens farther you fhall
¢« know; and if you will now tell me
¢ where the caufe of this diforder lies,
<¢ Eris mibi magnus Apollo.

<« T long to {ee you and talk with you
¢ about many things; for believe me
% ever

Yours very affeCtionately

M. MONSEY.

The Do&or’s Problem is too hard for
me to folve; but we have many inftan-
ces, both ancient and modern, where
different parts of the Encephalon being
affe@ed, have produced difeafes accom-
panied with {fymptoms not declarative of
their nature nor the fources from whence
they {prung, or to be accounted for by

thofe of the greateﬁ penetratiun and dif-
cernment
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cernment, fo as to charaterize them by
fpecific and determinate appellations.

We have pertinent and recent inftan-
ces in this kingdom, one in the cafe of
of a nobleman which was attended with
a variety of {[ymptoms denominated ner-
vous, whofie greateft cnmplaint was 1n
his ftomach, proeceeding from no other
evident caufle difcovered after his death,
by an accurate diffe&ion, than a ftone
lodged in the Pineal Gland.

Another great Perfonage after labour-

ing fome years under a great varicty alfo
of nervous fymptoms complained parti-
cularly of a violent pain of his arm, be-
ginning at his fingers ends, frequently
returning and gradually afcending, and
when advanced as far as where the Del-
toid Mufcle is inferted into the bone,
then became fo excruciating as to make
him with, with great earnefinefs, to have
his limb taken off.

This
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This Nobleman died under paralytic
{fymptoms, expiring in convulfions.

- Upon opening his head two {mall en-
cyfted tumors were found upon his brain
on the oppofite fide to the affected limb;
and no where elfe any thing preterna-
tural.

-

Thefe accounts I was favoured with
from the Surgeons concerned in opening
the bodies.

A few years ago I was defired to open
the body of a young Gentleman of a no-
ble family, who had an anomalous fever
attended with nervous {ymptoms, which
perplexed the judgment of an old and
experienced Phyfician of great fagacity,
who could not charatterize it by any
particular name to his own fatisfaction,
as he often told me during his atten-
dance; but I never faw the patient in
his life-time.

In
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In this cafe, upon a very careful and
attentive diffe&ion, we difcovered no-
thing amifs, only a turgefcence of the
veflels running upon the plicatures of
the Pia Mater, and a confiderable quan-
tity of a lymphatic fluid in the Ventricles
of the Brain.

In the year 1760, I vifited a perfon in
a kind of fever, that I knew not what
clafs to place it under, attended with a
fhaking of the head and a kind of Em-
profthotonos ; and he told me had been
fubject to thefe diforders, in a lefs degree
for feveral years, and fometimes to be
vertiginous and fall down deprived of his
fenfes for a fhort duration, and that he
was never entirely free from a pain of his
head. Upon any brifk exercife he ufed
to become giddy, which {ymptom went
off immediately upon refting himfelf.

In this difeafe he fuffered inexpreflibly

for fome months, and then died in the

greateft agonies and ftrong convulfions.

Upon
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- Upon opening his head feveral offeous
points were found rifing confiderably
above the internal f{urface of the fcull,
partly upon the right Os parietale and
partly upon the adjoining Oy dc;{pirzﬂr,
which irritated the Dwre Mater; and
this Membrane was in an inflamed ftate,
beginning to mortify. |

To this purpofe read the illuftrious
Van Swieten’s Commentaries upon Boer-
haave’s Aphorifms, § 1075. *

| : When

% Curn. Stalpart Vander Wiel mentions the cafe of a
ftone, which was found in the Pineal Gland of a woman.
who was diffefted in his Brother’s Anatomical Theatre
at the Hague. Vid Ob. 12 Tom, 1. '

In the Philofophical Tranfactions for the year, 1686,
is recorded a memorable cafe of this nature, in a very
circumftantial manner, in refpet to the fymptomsit pro-
duced ; and for the fingularity of it, it was taken into
the Afta Eruditorum publicata Lipfie, Anno 1688,

Kerckringius gives an account of a ftone like a filbert,
that was found in the right Ventricle of the Brain, with

a figure of it; deferibing the fymptoms which attended
the
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When Doctor Monfey informed the
Gentleman who is the fubjeét of this
letter, that it was Rattle-Snake Wine he
had given him, he fent direltly to a

Friend in the Weft-Indies, where it is°

drank as the highelt Cordial, defiring he
would fend him a large quantity, and alfo
L fome

-the cafe, and the ftate the Brain appeared in ui:on diffec-

tion.

- Vid. Schenkii Obfervationem in Dolore Capitis ex
Lapidibus in Cerebro repertis.

Hildanus, and many other eminent and authentic
Obfervators, which may be confulted, mention ftoney
concretions, &c. having been found in the brain, &c.

with the fymptoms attending fuch cafes.

Bonetus, in his Anatomia Practica, has collefted many
cafes to this purpofe ; and Lib. 1. de Capitis Affeétibus
in his Medicina Scptentrionalis Collatitia is well worth

attentive perufal on this account.

Stoney concretions have been obferved in almoft every
part of the body, particularly in the glandular parts; in
many I have found them, as in the glands of the breaft,

the maxillary, {fublinguzl, &c.
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fome Rattle-Snakes, where they are
found in great plenty: And before this
occurrence, having had the following
relation tranfmitted to him from thence,
and well authenticated, by his friend, he
conceived the greater hopes and expe@a-
tions of the efficacy of this medicine, as
previous to his own moft dreadful and
unpr}:cedented diforder, he had been fub-

- jeCtto a violent cutaneous difeafe, fome-

thing of a leprous nature ; and gave the
Do&or the following hiftory, which he
communicated to me by letter.

" A very wealthy old Gentleman in that
Country, had long been afflicted wir_h
the Leprofy to an high degree, which

“was deemed incurable by his Phyficians.

Apparently in a dying ftate he made
his will, and left a large legacy to a fe-
male fervant, who had lived with him
many years.

This circamftance being known to

her, fhe and her lover, by the inftigation
of
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of the devil, ftudied and contrived how
to make away with him, in fuch a man-
ner as to raife the leaft fufpicion of their
wickednefs. They put the heads of
Rattle-Snakes into wine and gave him it
to drink, thinking it would prove an in-
fallible poifon, but as he grew bettér upon
taking it, they, happily for him, falfely
concluded they had not made it ftrong
enough, then made it ftronger ; and by
drinking this intended poifon he was re-
'ﬁqrfd to perfect health.

Compunétion of confcience put this
unfaithful and wicked fervant upon fal-
ling on her knees before her mafter, imn-
ploring his mercy, and in tears confeffing
her atrocious crime. He not only for-
gave her, but gave her a fum of money,

A Gentle-
man cured of
the Leprofy by
what was in-
tended to poilon
him,

ordering her to depart his houfe diretly :

and never fee him more. *

QL. . As

* Galen, Aretaeis, and other of the Ancients recom-
mended eating vipers, fometimes dreft like eels, in the
Elephantiafis. Dampier fays, that the natives of Toa-
quin in the Eaff-Indies treat their friends, with Arrack,
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Account of a punéture thro the feull atten- |
ded with very fingular circumflances

As I paffed through Halefworth in my -
way into Norfolk, on June the 6th 1773,
Mrs. Nurfey a tradefman’s wife ftopped -
me in the ftreet and afked my opinion
about her child’s cafe in which tho’ fhe
defcribed it very imperfectly, 1 appre-
hended there was fome great latent mif= =
chief; confequently, as the Surgeon who
lived in the town was not at home,
for us to fee the child together, I only
moft earneftly defired the mother to have =
her child’s head very ftrictly examined
as foon as poffible by him, and if fhe

thought

in which fnakes and fcorpions have been infufed, ef-
teeming it not only a great cordial ; but alfo an effica-

cious remedy in the Leprofy, and an antidote againft =
poifon. &

When Cato marched Pompey's fhattered army through
Africa, he encouraged the intimidated {oldiers to quench

their thirft at a fpring without fear, tho' they faw the =
water full of ferpents, as Lucan relates in his Pharfalia,
Lib. IX.
Noxia ferpentum eft admifto fanguine peftis,
Morfu virus habent & fatum dente minantur.
Pocula morte carent - - = = =
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thought praper, for her farther fatisfac-
tion, to have the Phyfician of the place
prefent, who was well acquainted with
Surgery.

Upon this occafion I received the fol-
lowing letter from the Surgeon, a judi-
cious man in his profeflion, authenti- |
cated by the Phyfician. l

Halefworth, Fuly the zﬁth, 1773

Dear Sir,

I fend you the following very fin-

- “¢ gular cafe, which we had not an op=

‘¢ portunity of examining together, when

‘¢ Mrs. Nurfey afked your opinion about

‘“ it, thinking it may not be altogether

“unworthy a place in your intended

¢ Collection, which you are about fa-
‘¢ vouring the public with.

“ On May the 16th, 1773, I was
¢ called to a child of Mr. Nurfey’s about
Q 2 ¢ four

E
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¢ four years old, when fhe was lately
¢ recovered of a fever which terminated
<« by an abfcefs in the axilla. She had
< a1{o at times been fubjet to worms;
¢¢ had now febrile fymptoms, and com-
< plained of ficknefs and pain in her
¢« bowels, which I apprehended pro-
¢¢ ceeded from worms and treated her
¢ accordingly, by which means one more
‘¢ was brought away.

<« On the 3oth fhe made great com-
¢ plaint of her head and was drowfy,
¢ with a quick low pulfe.

¢¢ Bliftering was propofed, but rejec-
¢«“ ted by the too timorous indulgent
¢« mother, nor could the child now be
< prevailed upon to take any kind of

<« On the third of June her mother
< informed me there was a confiderable
« difcharge from a very fmall orifice
¢ gyer the right eye, but then fhe re-

¢¢ fufed to have it examined; fhe recol-
¢« lected




OBSERVATIONS.

¢ Jetted however, that more than a
“ month before, the child came crying
“¢ to her with a pair of {fmall fharp poin-
¢¢ ted fciffars in her hand, and that {he
‘¢ obferved a little {pot of blood upon
¢¢ the part whence the difcharge now

¢¢ proceeded ; but it appeared fo trifling -

‘¢ as to be difregarded.

¢« The difcharge now feemed purely
¢« lymphatic, and was daily increafing fo
“¢ as to wet feveral handkerchiefs in a
¢ day and night; but upon this dif-
‘¢ charge the child became more lively.

¢ June the feventh, the day after your
¢ converfation with Mrs. Nurfey, Dr.
¢¢ Urban was called in, when the con-
‘¢ fented to have the part examined; and
“ we found a very {mall orifice or punc-
¢ ture like the bite of a leech, about an
‘¢ inch above the arch of the orbit of
‘“ the eye, towards the external canthus.

¢ In our examination the child lay in
‘¢ an horizontal pofture on her mother’s

Q2.3 “ lap;

245
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“lap; the probe paffed, without the
<t leaft refiftence, directly forwards thro’
<¢ the fcalp and cranium alfo more than
<t two inches, and without doubt might

- < have been pafled farther, had we not

¢¢ been fearful of injuring the parts.

¢« With the Doétor’s apprahation I

¢ now removed a f{mall portion of the

«¢ {calp round the orifice to facilitate the
<¢ difcharge, &c. and we then faw the
¢ gperture through the cranium. The
¢¢ wound was drefled in an eafy manner,
¢¢ ufing a very flight bandage, and the
¢¢ purging medicine was repeated more
¢¢ frequently, with a view of making a
¢¢ diverfion by the bowels, in order to
¢¢ leflen the difcharge from the Ence-
¢ phalon, &c. This difcharge flowed
¢ conftantly and uniformly at the rate

¢¢ of a dram or more every five minutes’

¢ into a filver {poon ; it tafted like the
¢ tears and was as tranfparent. ‘A {poon-
¢« ful of this fluid evaporated over a
¢« candle did' not infpiffate like lymph,
s¢ with heat, nor leave any refiduum, ex-

¢ cept

I ——
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¢ cept a very {mall faline fubftance in
< the {poon. The effufion continued in
¢ this quantity for feveral days, which
¢ was at the rate of 36 ouncesin 24
¢¢ hours ; the purging medicine was often
¢ repeated till the 15th, when the dif-
« charge feemed quite ftopped, and the
¢ child apparently, tho’ vety weak, in a
¢« ftate of recovery; and then the pur-
«¢ ging medicine was repeated at longer
¢¢ intervals.

«« Now the mother of the child ac-
¢ quainted us with what fhe thould by
¢ no means have concealed; that on
¢ Sunday May the gth, a watery fluid

¢« perfectly tran{parent, was firft obferved

¢ to come trickling from above the eye-
¢ brow down the fide of the cheek; that
¢ on Wednefday the 12th, the child lay
¢ in a ftupid, lethargic ftate apparently
¢ dying ; that next day at three or four
«¢ o’ clock in the morning a ftream of
¢ tran{parent water {purted out {feveral
¢¢ inches high, from the (pot thought to
¢ have been wounded with the point of

Q.4 € the
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“¢ the {ciffars; and this little jet &’ eau," ‘

“ or ftream of water, fupported the arch'

‘1t firft formed for about 1o minutes,
o and almoft immediately after this the
“ child perfectly awaked from its fleepi-
* nefs and ftupor. It was alfo obferved
‘¢ by the mother and others then prefent,
¢ that this fluid changed the color of

¢ a purple filk handkerchief to a bright
¢ veds T

““ On the 24th our patient was fo well
¢ as to ride on horfeback with her father;
¢« but in the evening of that day, fhe
‘¢ complained again of her head, and had
¢¢ fome tranfient canvulﬁvé motions.

¢ Next morning I vifited her, fhe
¢¢ then appeared brifk and lively, with-
¢« out any {pafmodic affeGtions, and took

. ¢ her ufual dofe of the laxative.

- ¢¢ At five or fix in'the evening of this

‘¢ day, I was fent for in great hafte, as

¢¢ thofe about the child thought her ac-
¢ tually d}rmg, I found her indeed de-
c¢ aned
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« prived of all fenfe and voluntary mo-

¢« tion and in fttong convulfions, in

¢ which the mufcles of the eyes, face,
¢¢ arms, and hands were principally af-
¢ fected: and in this dreadful {tate I was

¢ informed fhe had been ever fince three

¢ in the afternoon.

¢ I inftantly difpatched a meflenger
¢ for the Doctor, requefting his imme-
‘¢ diate attendance, he came accordingly
¢ and ordered the child to be bled di-
“:reltly. '

““ Thefe moft alarming and threatening

‘“ fymptoms ftill continuing, we then
““ urged in the ftrongeft- terms we could
““to the parents, &c. enforcéd by the
¢ concurrent opinion of another Surgeon
‘¢ now called ‘in, to have a perforation
‘emade in the {cull forthwith, as the
¢¢ only rational means left, in our unani-
“ mous opinion, to preferve the child’s
‘¢ life, tho’ that carried but little proba-
‘¢ bility of fuccefs. - This operation wasg
‘¢ objected to at firft, particularly by the
¢¢ mother,
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¢¢ mother, but foon complied with and

(21

then immediately performed, inclu-

¢« ding the puncture of the cranium,

dc

€c

within the crown of the trephine; 4
but no difcharge of the aqueous kind

¢ followed the operation. The Dura

[ 11

£é

Mater did not appear difcoloured; but
in the agonizing cries of the pati-

‘¢ ent it arofe with great force, and was

L 11
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at leaft propelled one third of a {phere
through the perforation. In this ftate
we made an incifion with a lancet
through that membrane, but no other
difcharge enfued than a little blood,
which made us the more defpair of
fuccefs, efpecially as the {ymptoms
continued fo violent, that in fhort we
all thought our patient abfolutely ex-
piring : however, under thefe dreadful
circumftances a ftimulating clyfter was

given, which procured two ftools in

¢ about

+ Upon an attentive examination of the circular piece

of the fcull after the removal of it, the orifice made witi.
the {cifTars was found entirely clofed, with a very thin

diaphanous offification.

- .
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¢ sbout an hour, upon which the alar-
¢ ming fymptoms began to remit and
¢t the child became fenfible; in a few
¢ hours the convulfions, in a great mea-
¢ fure went off ; then fhe called for
¢¢ {mall-beer and pafled a tolerable night.

«« Twenty-Sixth the child continued
¢ fenfible, yet had feveral flight returns
¢ of convulfions and a reftlefs night.
¢« fhe could not be prevailed upon to
« take any medicines, but the injection
¢ was repeated with a good effect.

¢« Twenty-Seventh continued reftlefs
¢ and fomewhat confufed till the even-
““ ing ; about feven or eight o'clock fhe
¢ fell afleep, flept comfortably three or
¢¢ four hours, awaked refrefhed and
¢ feemed better in every refpect.

¢« Twenty-Eighth an appearance of
¢¢ digeftion in the wound, no aqueous

¢ difcharge

251
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¢¢ difcharge from the aperture, no new
¢ threatning fymptoms, the {lept quietly
¢ in the night, but awaked in fome con-
<¢ fufion which foon went off.

‘¢ Twenty-ninth a good appearance in
¢ the wound; f{ymptoms favourable;
¢« bowels kept in proper order with the

¢ laxative.

¢« Till July the gth all things went
< on favourably, when near a tea-cup
«¢ full of purulent matter was difcharged
¢ through the aperture, without any re-
<¢ markable fymptoms preceding this
< difcharge.

¢« On the 12th there appeared a very
¢ great protrufion of the Dura Mater,
¢« &c. through the aperture, as you have
<¢ defcribed in your Obfervations, which
« was effeGtually fupprefled by the per- .

s forated plate of lead you there recom-
¢ mend,
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¢« mend, without any difagreeable con-
« fequence from the ufe of it. This pro-
¢« ¢rufion we found was much increafed
“ by the violent efforts the child made
“ fometimes in crying, at the time of

“ drefling.

« At the time of writing this letter
« the child enjoys its fenfes perfectly,

¢¢ appears in good health and the wound

“in a good condition.

¢ I have endeavoured with Doctor
“ D’ Urban’s affiftance, to give you as
< clear a defcription of this very extra-

¢ ordinary cafe as I poflibly could,and I |

‘ hope the hiftory as well as the treat-
“ ment of it will meet with your appro-

“ bation. Iam with the greateft refpe&
¢ and efteem,

L OAT,
your moft obliged

humble Servant

JOHN REVANS.

253
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The hiftory which Mr. Revans has
given of Mr. Nurfey’s child’s cafe cor-
re{ponds with my minutes and obferva-
tions, from June the 7th to July the
26th, 1773.

J. D’ URBAN M. D.

On July the zoth, 1 vifited the child
with Do&or D’ Urban and Mr. Revans,

and the circumitances of the cafe were

confirmed to me by Mrs. Nurfey and
others, whom I interrogated particularly
concerning it. Ifound the child perfectin
its fenfes, apparently in good health and
very chearful. The wound had a good
afpedt, the rifing of the exfoliation of the
bone round the perforation, made bare
upon fcalping, was as thin as the fineft
{cale of a fith, and f{o tran{parent as we
could fee the granulations of fleth through
it, rifing to throw it off. I have alfo
carefully examined the piece of bone
taken out upon trepanning, and find the
hole made with the fciffars clofed with

¢he oflification as has been defcribed.
- The

s el
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The jfollowing Experiments and Remarks
attentively made, relate fo the Cafe of
Fragility, F lexibility, and Diffolution of
the Bones which fucceeded each other

therein, as mentioned in my Chirurgical
Obfervations, Edit. I

Six pieces of equal dimenfions were
fawed tranfverfely out of the {hank-bone
of an ox, and fufpended by threads in
phials about half full of the following
Menftruums ; which were conftantly
kept in a lamp-furnace for feveral days,
in a degree of heat equal to that of hu-
man blood. 1. Was water ftrongly aci-
dulated with fpirit. vitrioli. 2. Water
. fo impregnated with {pirit. fal. marin,
3. Water with cauft. commun. fort. dif=
folved in it. 4. Water mixt with one
third of putrid. human blood. 5. Lime-
Water. 6. Common vinegar.

The
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The refult of thefe Experiments was,
a crumbling down of the bone in the
mixture with the {pirit. vitrioli. Almoft
a total folution of the piece in the water
with the fpirit. fal. marin. The men-
ftruum with the cauft: commun. fort.
made no folution of the boney fubftance,
but acted upon'the vafcular, or whatever
connects the offecus particles together ;
for the piece of bone macerated in this
mixture, became fo friable, as to {eparate

with little force between the finger and

thumb. The lime-water produced no
vifible effe; nor did the mixture with
the putrid blood make any imprefiion
upon the bone; and the vinegar only
{oftened the furface of it a little. *

In proportion as the acid {pirits acted
upon the bones, an addition of them was
made to the water, which reinforcement
was intended to preferve the original

firength of the menftruum.
- The

# Tt may probably be more fatisfatory to any of the
profeflion who chufe to make fimilar or other experi-
ments of inveftigation, to take recent picces of the thigh
or leg bone of an human fubjet.




OBSERVATION S.

The offific matter, or what gives foli-
dity and conftitutes bone, is of a calcari-
ous, alcaline earthy nature; and the fo-
lution of it in the menftruum with the
{pirit fal. marin. had nearly the tafte of

{fea-falt.

We muft indeed ftill be at a lofs to
account fatisfattorily for the caufe of
Fragility, Emollition, and Diffolution of
the bones in a living body ; for it is not
to be imagined that any known acid or
alkali can be fo predominant in the hu-
mors, as to produce fuch extraordinary

effeéts as have been obferved in the cafe

under confideration ; nor had putrefac-
tion any fhare therein.

I tafted and chewed fome of the dif-
folved fubftance of the thigh-bone; it
was foft upon the palate like marrow,
inoftenfive and infipid, without any acid
or alkaline tafte; neither of which qua-
lities were difcovered by other Experi-
ments.

R As
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As there is a conftant wafte and fup-
ply of the parts of an animal body in
health, we may infer, that if through
fome dyfcrafy or vitiated ftate of the
fluids, defect of the nutritious veflels, or
want of energy in the {olids, the appo-
fition of boney particles does not balance
the wafte, the bones will confequently
become foft and flexible, as they have
membranous and vafcular compages for
their bafis.

However, after all, this is but of little
ufe in leading us to the grand point, -
curihg the difeafe,

Thefe queftions naturally arife from
the premifes. What obftru&ts the ap-
pofition and cohefion of the elementary
particles, which give firmnefs and ftabi-
lity to the bones or perverts them ?
What vitiated {tate, or combination of
animal juices, under any fpeciﬁcatiﬂn,will
produce f{uch a diffolvent ? This abftrufe

matter may prove incomprehenfible, and
thefe




OBSERVATIONS.

thefe problems may ever be too difficul¢
for the moft fagacious and accurate in-
veftigators to folve ; yet could the cha-
racteriftic {ymptoms of this difeafe be
carly difcovered, they might indeed con-
duct us to fome rational means both in-
ternal and external, proving efficacious
In its incipient ftate to prevent the pro-
gre(s and cure it; but cafes of this na-
turc are fo rare, that they do not give
the moft attentive and curious obferver
opportunities of fettling criterions to be
rcheci on.

The Parifian Cafe of Peter Supiot’s
wife, in fome circumftances, appears to
be the moft extraordinary of this nature,
which we have in the Records of Phyfic,
and deferves a confiderate reading.

This very memorable Cafe was aceu-
rately drawn up, foon after the patient’s
R 2 death,
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death, in the year 1752, by Monf. Mo-
rand, M. D. and Do&or Hofty, who was
then Phyfician to our Ambaflador at the
French Court, by the exprefs defire of
the Prefident of the Faculty of Phyfic at
Paris and publithed direétly by that au-
thority. Immediately after the publica-
tion, it was fent me by a Friend, with
the original Engraving of the patient’s
aftonithing figure annexed.

It was obfervable in this patient’s cafe,

that her urine had a very ftrong, dif-
agreeable, alkaline {mell, in which was
frequently found a great fediment of a
white, cretaccous, gypfeous nature,
which, when dried and mixt with mi-

neral or vegetable acids, raifed a fermen-
tation.

After having voided this matter with |

her urine, it was particularly remarked,
that

e e A .
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that her faliva fpotted and ftained the
cloths like mercurial ointment, with
fuch an appearance alfo in confequence
of profufe {weats, upon the linen next
her body, which could not be wafhed
out with fope, and the nurfes were fen-
fible of the acrimony of this perfpirable

matter, by the effect the wafh had upon
their hands.

An

Monro's Ofteology.———Chefelden’s and Albinus’s
Ofteography.—Nefbitt's and Kerckringius’s Ofteogeny
—And Monf. Courtial’s Obfervat. Anatom. {ur les Os,
arc capital Books in refpect to the Bones.
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An Explanation of the following PLAaTE,

A. A A A

B. B.

B
>

COow
o G

I

which illnefs prevented my publybing for-

mer{y.
Ficure 1.

Relates to the Defcription of Tumors on
the Heads of new born Children, mentioned
in my Treatife on Wounds, Page 323.

The elliptical Ridge formed by the in-
creafed Thicknefs of the Pericranium over
the right Parietal Bone, which was the Boun-
dary of the Tumor; and under that Mem-
brane the extravafated Blood was contained.

A portion of the Scalp removed perpen-
dicularly as far as the Ridge, thewing the

Fiffure C
FicuRE. 2.

Appertains to the Cafe at Page 335 in the
fame Treatife.

The Os Hymdes drawn up by the adtion of
the Muicles.

The Courfe of the Wound.

The Thyroid Cartilage.

The Ligatures including the Os Hyoides
and paffing through the Edge of the Thy-
roid Cartilage, &c. with that in the middle
over the Epiglottis a.

The Trachea.
The ifophagus.

# % Thefe Engravings were accurately made from the parts which
i

I kave in my poffcfiion,

B ol N & s


































