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OBSERVATIONS

UFPON THE
NEW OPINIONS
o F
So N, HUN T-LEK,
IN HIS LATE TREATISE

ON T HE
VENEREAL DISEASE,

Ending with the Subje&t of Gonorrheea, and
Second Part of his Work,

TO B ECONTINUED,
By JESSE FOOT, Svrcson
—

L'homme aime mieux étre admiré qu’ utile, merveilleux que vrai, difficile
qu’ impertant. Apse FonTaNA; Tom. 1L P. 61.

L O N D O N:

PRINTED FOR T. BECKETT, BPOOKSELLER TO HIS
ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF
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A Giant is never feen to fo great
advantage, as when a Dwarf 1s placed
by his fidee The moft eminent
Painfers have availed themfelves of the
high effeét of contraft, and exprefled
it upon Canvas. The moft beautiful
Profpeéts in Nature attra& our admira-
tion from the fame Refult. Whilft the
igreat Work of Joun HunTER is open
Ibefore you upon your Writing Delk,
a0 do
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do me the honour to take this in your
Hand.

To thofe who have not already
purchafed that great Work, I have to
obferve, that I have faithfully given,
as far as I have already gone, the Ma-

terial Text of the Original upon which
my Comment is formed.

And to all my Readers ipr01nife, to
perfift in my Review of the whole of
his Treatife at ‘my firft leifure Hours.

Dean Street, Sobo,
Fune gth, 1736.




IT 15 the duty of every profeflional man to

combat {uch opinions in {cience, as are
either not founded in truth, or would be per-
nicious in practice. .Speculative innovations
which tend more to bewilder than to inform,
and which are propofed merely to obtain a
name . are doubtlefs worthy of reprehenfion.
I therefore fhall affert my right of offering to
the public my objeétions to the new opinions
of John Hunter in his late Treatife on the
Venereal Difeafe, Becaufe I cannot permut,
as an individual in the profeffion of Surgery,
that doctrines I find extravagant fhould pafs at
leaft without remark, or that they fhould be
received without my proteft,

B " Throu ghout
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Throughout my objections, I wifh to be
underftood, that it is the theory of the Pro-
feflor that ftands in my way, and not the
Profeflor himfelf. No intention can be further

. from me than perfonal attack. If I fting h:s

thenry, I mean to leave the man harmlefs,

I confider myfelf in the fituation of a coun-
fel at the bar, in a caufe at iffue, who, after he
has heard, with attentive patience, the cafe
of his opponent, rifes with an humble "hﬂpc,
but with a diffidence that alarms him, to re-
feue effablifhed principles fram ‘unaccountable
1‘11112{:*.?9.11&11.:, and to p‘ro’ce& truth from the
vmlence of pervemo 1. 'The* Profeffor has
had my patient reading; and thel attention ¥
have paid was arrefted by the moft implicit
ﬁtb'miifibn',' for although T have only the ho«
nour of his 'u:qmmt:mce, as we hwe met in
the 111}' of our pmfeﬁ‘nn, although, nnfor-
tunately, when I have had recoutfe to chirur-
g;cal aid, the Profeflor has not been always
the purfnn ‘whofe opinion I ‘have invoked
yet. who is there among us that delights in
heory or praQice, but muft know the emi-
nent fituation he ftands‘in? who can talk of
Anatomical ~Imprd1i—"émf31}ts; where his name 1s

not mentioned with honour? who has not
i heard
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‘heard of his experiméntal -excellence ! who
does nhot apanud -hun to the very Echo for
‘his knowledge i Comparative Anatomy !~ 1
with’ my panegyrick ~eould ga fmther, but
here it mutt ﬁcrp -

Alﬂng time ﬁm:f: we s have, heard of this ela-
borate work. -A work,.as it was formerly an-
nounced in the “public prints*, that was

to fet criticifm. at defiance, -and {o exalted,
in points of improvement, above others, as
to throw them at the moft humble dif-
tance. The prophecy that was fdré:'tc:-lcl 15 at
to be the: Jnﬁzrume-ﬁf in Veuereal Red,emp-—
“tion ; his pmdu@cmn has fcattered our fears to
to the wind.  The Venereal Dﬁe-ﬂ'ﬂ ‘Wl” no

.....

longer be dreadful,

Cnnﬁdenng myfelf now in full Poﬁ'eﬂmn
of the attention of my readers,.I fhall pro-
ceed with my objeions ; - but. not without
begging their patience, which I do, the more
chearfully, as I koow' that they feel to-
wards the Profeflor as I do, not the leaft
wearied out by unintelligible abftrufenefs, or

# Vide paragraphs in the Spring 1783

B 2 contrary
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contrary affertions. But at the fame time,
it may be right to remark, that the length
of the Profeflor’s work, however we may be
delighted with his talents, was not abfolutely
neceflary ; fince, notwithftanding the clearnefs
of his head, and his extenfive judgment, he
has devoted many of its pages to mortifying

“confeflions of ineffectual refearch.

Nullum numen abefft fi fit prudentia, faid Ju-
venal. But how came the Profeffor fo much
off his guard, as not to retain that propiti-
ous guardian in his fervice ? 'Was there not
one of his friends at his elbow, to put him

.in mind of fuch neceflary precaution ! No

one to lay before him the dang&r of embark-
ing as an author ? No one to tell him that
the higheft point of honour is the pinnacle of
danger, from which he may topple with pre-
cipitation ? The opportunities in his early
life that Dr. Hunter’s diffeting room afforded
‘would have made a dunce ufeful ; how then
could they fail to make the Profeffor a profi-
cient ’—Why did he miftake education for
genius, why the mechanifm of Anatomy for
Chirurgical fuperiority ?

I hope
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I hope the Profeffor will take this in good
part, and that he 1s difpofed to put on as
chearful a countenance as I am—As his theory
‘goes only to {ympathy m pain, I with to be
indulged to f{ympathife with him in plea—
fure.

- The profeflfor complains that his opinions
have made their way to ‘the world under
other names. 1 with to know who they are
that entertain them. My reafon may be bet-
| ter gueffed, than told.- But let us proceed to
examine the Profeflor’s budget’ of new opi-
nions beginning with his Jutroduction.

I. On Sympathy.

This he tells us is one of his mew opi-
mions, and explains it as applicable to thofe af-
ifections from Venereal Poifon which have been
{thitherto underftood to be inflammation in any
jparticular part, arifing from the tranflation of
"Venereal poifon to that part.

The Profeffor tells us, ¢ that the {welling
¥ of the Tefticle in confequence of a go-
“¢ norrhaea
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by applying it to pradice as he applics it; exa~

-be not in many inftances calculated to mifs

-lead. i

L R———

( 6
¢ norrheea is produced from ' partial {ympa-
“ thy ; and that the {ymptomatic fever is an
¢ univerfal {ympathy arifing from the partial
“ one. A heic fever is an univerfal {ympa-
“¢ thy with a local difcafe which ithe confii-
¢¢ tution is not able to overcome. This takes
¢¢ place oftener and in greater degree in
¢ the Lues Venerea, than in any other form
¢¢ of the difcafe.” He goes on to fubdivide
his fympathies, through which I fhall not fole
low him : I{hall content myfelf with carrying
along: with me the {pirit of his theory, and,

mine how far his arguments hold, and: what
the advantages are, that may be derived from
this new arrangement ; whether the particu- §
lar diftin&ions which he makes be 1n terms §i
only ; whether they be evident improvements Ji
worthy of general adoption ; or whether they §
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11. Of Difeafed Ations being incompa-
tible with each other.

I11. Of the Powers of di ﬁrmi Parts of
the Bod o ﬁaﬂz f ination, from [iruc-

iure.

V. Ports Ju ﬁepfzéfe of D ﬁﬁ;/.éa".
V. fﬂﬂaﬂz mation.”
VI ﬂ[an‘ ffcation.

~ All this is comprefled within eight pages,
and ‘T thank the profeflor for this brief. I
fhall not fail of availing myfelf of this'gene=
irous advantage, Whenevﬁl he brings either of
'thefe leading principles into play : I fhall
watch how they " are applied, applaud them
Jwhen I can, condemn them when I muft;

Ibeing neverthelefs difpofed where I find them
perfeltly innocent not to roufe them into

;action at all,

Part. I
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Part. 1. Chap.' I."Pageg:* O .1

Of the Venereal Dl

- The Venereal Difeafe, the Profeffor calls
¢¢ a morbid poifon to diftinguifh it from other
i Poifmls, animal, vegetuble, and miueral.”}

Icallit an animal poifon peculiar to man.
To callit by any other name would be adrmttmg
that all other animal pmfnns were poffefled of
the fame properties. Now as they all differ
in their aion and effe&, 1 fee no reafon for
calling this a ¢ morbid” and not an animal
poifon.

1. Of the firft Origin of the Poifon.

The Profeffor fhrinks from the enquiry, M=
to the origin of the Venereal Difeafe, and
refers us to Aftruc, and to an anonymous au=
thor. The fa& is, and my readers fhall be
told it, that the authors who flourithed at the
firft appearance of this difeafe in Europe, have
defcribed the firft {fymptoms, not conformab
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to the theory of the Profeflor, as I fhall thow
hereafter.

The firt Author that can be traced T bes
lieve on this Difeafe, was Nicolaus Leoni-
cenus of Vicentia, Anmo 1497." And no lefs
than thirty-three authors wrote on the fame
Difeafe after him, to the time of Johannes
Baptifta Montanus of Verona. Now all thefe
thirty-three authors fay not a word about a
gonorrheea, or any other difeafe of the Ure-
thra. Johannes Baptifta Montanus firft ob«
ferved and cured a gonorrheea Anmo 1 §50.

'The above account muft be true; for who can
fuppofe that thirty-three authors, eager as they
were at that time, to deferibe this new dif=
eafe in all its conditions, would have been
filent upon fo important a {ymptom as go-
norrheea, if any {uch had then exifted? The
Venetian Collection furnithesus with this in-
formation.

Of the nrigin of the Venereal Difeafe alfo
my readers may find much information and
argument 1n No. 357 and 365 of the Pllll{ﬂu*
phic Tranfations.

s of




. Page 14, &c. Of the Poiforn be-
| ing the fame in Gonorrbea and in
Chancre.

The Profeflfor in this {fection, enquires into
the manner by which the Verereal Difeafe
was communicated to the inhabitants of the
Iflands in the {outh feas. ‘

This enquiry he introduces to prove that
the poifon i1s the fame 1n gonorrheea and
chancre. I thall be glad to be informed by
the Profeflor who ever doubted but that it was
the fame? I entirely agree with him that it
1s. But if he imagines that his appeal to the
relation, given us by Wallis and Cook, con-
firms it, 1 totally differ from him. Nothing
that either Wallis or Cook has faid upon the

- {ubje&, can give authority to the Profeflor to
draw fuch a conclufion. Wallis proves that
he did not introduce the difeafe there *. Cook
found it there, but makes no mention of go-
norrheea, chancre, or bubo. ¢ He prefumed,

* Hawkfworth’s Voyages, Ocltavo Edition, Vol. L
Pv 553y 354
 § that
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that they had found a fpecific for it, as he
{aw fome on whom the difeafe had made a
great progrefs. And one who went away
infe@ted, returned after a fhort time in per-
fe health.” Again he fays, ¢ But fome
had fallen victims to its rage, abandoned by
their neareft relations, their hair and their
nails fell off, and their fleth rotted from
their bones *,”” He fays again in his laft

voyage, particularly defcribing their condi~
‘tions. ¢ Broad ulcers with thick white edges

that were thocking tolook at. And yet he
met with fome that feemed to be cured of
t, and others in a fair way of bemng
cured ; but this was not effe€ted with-
out the lofs of the nofe, or the beft part of
it 4. |

Afterwards he tells us, ¢ that the difeafe is
now almoft univerfal; for this they feem
to have no effetual remedy. They allow
that in a few cafes, nature, without the
affiftance of a phyfician, exterminates the
poifon, and perfe& recovery is produced ;

* Hawk{worth’s Voyages, O&avo Edition, Vol. III.
_ p. 82,83,

+ Cook’s Northern Voyage, Vol. I. p. 382. Dublin
Edition,

C 2 i tHey
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they alfo fay if a man is infefted with it,
he will often communicate it to others in
the fame houfe by feeding out of the fame
utenfils or handlmg them #*,

k2

‘

[

~
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The Profeflor afferts that” Cook has des
fcribed the difeafe to be in ¢ every form +,” as
he has given us no reference, I fhall be glad to
know in what part of his voyage he has made
fuch a declaration,

Now how do thefe reports apply at all to
the purpofe in point, and for which the Pro-
feffor defigns them ? It appears that the Ve~
nereal fymptoms mentioned by Cook, are
{ymptoms- of the confirmed Lues Venereas
and as Cook fays nothing of gonorrheea, §
“the conclufions of the Profeflor can be only
prefumptive, which may as well be formed
out of a dream, as from this appeals A

&

T'o prove that gonorrhcea and chancre 11‘1&

from the fame poifon, he has made a voyage
to the South Seas, As I faid before, no one

ever doubted the fa&t. But no fuch inference

* Cook’s Voyage, Vol, II, p. 148, Dublin Edition. -
v Vide Page 14, ' |
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is to be drawn from any of the accounts of
the ftate of the difeafe, as it was found in
the iflands of the South Seas. Not a word is.
faid of gonorrheea, and it Is at*leaft worthy of
remark, and I hope my readers will particu-
Jarly attend to it, that this filence conhcerning
a gonorrhma n th1rty-fthrr:e of the authors,

when it was originally: imported into Europc,_
proves it more than probable, that gonorrlicea,
and chancre may arife out 'of lues venered, “as
well as lues venerea out..of gonotrheed 4nd
chancre: or how came gDﬂDI’I"h(BH to beé noti-
ced fifty-three years after all other fymp-

toms ?

W’hat had, I {hnuld be glacf to knuw, “the
l 1mperfe& defcription of a difeafe in general
given by men unacquainted with nice venereal
diftinétions to do with the Profeflor’s cafe'in
point, or what was there in the dif¢afe on the
other fide of the equatory that could not be
better compared at homie ? :
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Begatsz0i@f the Caufes of the Poifon-
ous Quality. Fermentation. Abtion.

The Profeflor examines very abftrufely
into the caufe, and the action of Venereal
Poifon. = As it is too obvious that a fpecific -
irritation belongs to venereal virus, I fhall
fay no more upon the {fubjeé&t here, but wait
to fee if he applies his theoretic 1deas to. more
practical {uccefs.

Page 23. Of the diferent Forms of the
' Difeafe.

The Profeflor fays, the Venereal Difeafe
affeCs the body two ways, local and confti-
tutional. ‘The local are gonorrhoea and
chancre, the conftitutional, blotches, ulcers,
thickened periofteum and bones. There 1s
alfo an intermediate way, which he fays is
the bubo. All thefe are more violent or fa-
vourable, rapid or flow in fome than in

others,

Page

4#
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Page 26. Of the Lues Venerea being
the Caufe of other Difeafes.

The Profeflor obferves, that the lues vene-
rea roufes into a&ion, fcrofula, cancer, and
other difeafes, where there 1s a predifpofing
caufe in the conftitution; and with much
modefty concludes, ¢¢ that it i1s impoffible to
¢¢ take notice of every variety of {ymptoms;
¢ but -that if his general principles be juft,
‘¢« they will help to explain moft of the fin-
*¢¢ gularities of the difeafe.”

If the Profeflor had throughout his work
imeafured the truth of his new opinions by the

wniformity they fhould have produced, if
lhis above obfervation had been his rule of
might, we fhould have had no occafion to
ﬁimark the contrary effes, and all have re-

ived profit, where we have met with dif-
Fappointment,




¢¢ in the prefent difeafeis pus.”

[4

- lice with the Profeflor, that it is now uni=

l' Page 29. Of 'Gaﬁarrlwcea.

At length we are arrived at the immes
diate fubject of gonorrhoea, and I congratu-
late my readers upon it ; for upon this theme,
ingenious as the Profeflor is allowed to be, I
think he will not have the opportunity of
flourithing beyond all comparifon.

He tells us, and very properly, ¢ that
“ when an irritating  matter of any kind is
¢¢ applied to a fecreting furface, it encreafes
‘¢ that fecretion.” But he tells us alfo, but
not with the fame propriety, ¢ that this ir-
¢¢ ritating matter changes the fecretion, which

The Profeflor fays, that ¢ until about the
¢ year 1753, it was generally fuppofed that
¢ the matter from the Urethra in a gonorrheea
arofe-from an ulcer or ulcers in that paf<
fage; but from obfervation it was then
¢« proved that this was not the cafe.” I be<

&

{?arfill}' underftood that ulcers in the Urethra

do not prevail at lealt in a recent gonorrheea 3
0
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or in other words, that the difcharge, called

by the Profeflor pus, is not produced from
ulcers. This laft obfervation of the Profe{-

for has afforded him an opportunity of
. furnifhing us with the hiftorick fountain from
whence he drew this wonderful ftore of in-

formation.

A little before the above date, Dr. Hunter

upon opening the thorax of a child, foand in
the cavity a large quantity of pus loofe; with
the {urfaces of the lungs and plura furred over
with a more {olid fubftance fimilar to coagul-
able lymph; on removing this from thofe
furfaces they were found entire. Mr. Sharp
was prefent, who foon after publithed his
Ciitical Enquiry, “in which he introduced
what the Profeflor calls this fact, ¢¢ that mat-
“ ter may be formed without the breach of
¢ fubftance.” The Profeffor proceeds further
to elucidate this fubje@, but as I think ra-
ther out of humour and {fomewhat off his
guard, I fhall drop it, having here already fet
down what is neceflary for my purpofe, and
proceed to examine whether the difcharge
from the Urethra in a gonorrhea be pus, or
encreafed mucus from irritation ? For here

I mean to make a confiderable ftand againfl
D : the
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the Profeffor, and to call to my aid every au-
thority that I can.

Whoever has confidered what was the caufe
.~ of pus, uniformly agrees that it muft arife
.~ mneceflanly out of a folution of the parts
~ where that pus was formed. Now as no ul-
cer is found in a recent gonorrheea, as no def-
truction of the parts are offered in Vindication
of {o uncommon an affertion, that the difcharge
from the urethra i1s pus; why has the Profeflor {fo
. roundly given this {fecreted fluid the unqualified
appellation of pus ! The definition of the word
will not admit its application here, and the de-
finition of the difcharge proves that fa&. A
gonorrhoea may appear in fix hours after in-
fetion, or it may be fix weeks, {o the Pro-
feflor admits; but no perfon ever felt irritation
in the urethra without looking for, and expect-
ing at the fame time to {fee difcharge. The
former is feldom prefent unattended by the lat-
ter.

—_——

e T
]

Doesour obfervation upon this, an{wer to the
idea of pus? If without any infectious impu-
tation, what the profeflor calls a fimple go-
northcea makes its appearance, and if, it has
followed almoft immediate connetion, here

I more

i
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more difcharge is inftantaneoufly produced
from lefs irritation and no virus—What was
the procefs to form this pus? Where is the
lofs of fubftance ? From whence does fuch a
deluge of fluid draw its fource ¥ Where was
the previous inflammation? The fever? No,
{ays he, ¢ when an irrtating matter of any.
¢ kind is applied to a fecreting {urface, it en-.
¢ creafes that {ecretion and changesit from its
¢ natural ftate (whatever that be) to fome
¢¢ other which in the prefent difeafe is pus.”
but in the fimple gonorrheea, unfortunately for
the Profeflor, no irritating matter was applied
that either he, or I know of, for I will take
upon myfelf to anfwer for him in this inftance,
yet the difcharge appears to be the fame ; for
who at fight can make the diftinétion ?

If the Profeflor had exprefled himfelf fome-
what after the following manner, for I would
not differ with him about the mere word, ¢¢ Ir-
¢ ntation upon the fecreting furface of the
urethra may produce difcharge without
breach of fubftance; this ought to be called
encreafed mucus from an irritating caufe ;
but as I fhall be often under the neceffity of
ufing this compound expreffion, and as Iam
at 2 lofs for a word that expreffes its full

1) 2 ‘¢ means

(13
(44
13
14

4
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meaning, Ifhall ufe the word pus ; but at the
¢ fame time, I beg to be underftood, that the
¢ word pus, 1s notto be conceived in this in-
ftance in its general, but in the abftratted fenfe
* that I have now given to it by this explana-
¢ tion.”” This would have {atisfied me, but no-
thing lefs fhall fatisfy me; I'fhall continue toree
fufe my confent to the Profeflor’s opinion, and
although I pretend to no uncommen fagacity,
although I have not made mankind my ftudy
with that zealous and unremitting ardour that
the pious anchorite performs his duties in reli-
gion, yet I know why the Profeffor perfifts to
call'this fecreted fluid pus ; and my readers {hall
know it, becaufe Mr.Pott faysit isnot pus. I
fhall content myfelf with flinging the weight
of his authority into my fcale, and then leave
it to my readers to determine which of us kicks
the beam.

4

"

‘i

¢¢ Thefe two fluids, pusand mucus, which
have been {o freq_uéﬁ tly confounded together,
do really differ fo widely from each otherin
«¢ their nature, conftitution, fources, purpofes,
¢« and effe@ts, that to diftinguifh them proper=
ly, and to point out the true character of
each, fecems to be a matter of much import- «

-
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ance : it would carry me too wide from my
¢ prefent purpofe to attempt it in this place,
¢ and therefore I thall only juft mention what
¢ may ferve merely to illuftrate that.

& If I conceive rightly of this affair, mucus,
 confidered in a general fenfe, is the effett of
a natural fecretion made by glands, mem-.
¢ branes, or other bodies appointed for that
¢ purpofe, andis {o far from being originally
‘¢ the confequence of difeafe, that, ina due
“ quantity, it.is abfolutely nece{fary for feve.
¢ ral very important purpofes, in the animal

ceconomy ; which purpofes; when this fluid
¢ is deficient, muft be ill-executed, and fome
¢ kind of difeafe or defe@t follow: whoever
¢ will reflect upon the ufes of it in the intef~
‘ tines, joints, f{heaths, or capfulee of the
tendons, in the finufes nf the l'kull ferving:
nofe, where the n]fa&ory nerves dn thelr
¢ duty, in the proftate gland, larynx, trachea,
¢ urethra, and vagina, will be eafily convinced
¢ of the truth of this affertion, both with
regard to its natural ufes in a healthy ftate
‘ and proper quantity, and the fhare it fre~
quently has in the produ@ion of difeafes,
# when 1t 15 either vitiated or redundant,

¢ Pus,
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SR Pys, or matter, is certainly o natural.
~fecretion; fupperation, though it is an att
¢t of nature when {fome parts of the bnd}' hawa:
¢“ been forcibly divided from each other, is
| ¢ neverthelels to be regarded as the effe&t of
<¢"violence and deftrution, at leaft of divifion;
| <« for, without entering minutely into thc:
““origin or nature of it, Ibelieve I may ven=
| e to ﬂ"ﬁrm, that the difiolution of fome
| - of 'the folid partlcles of broken _cappillary
- vf.:ﬁ'els, and a mixture of fome part of the
juices which fthould circulate through them,
¢ ‘make a neceffary part of its prodution ;.
¢ however conftant its appearance may be in
“Tthe pmgrefs toward healing a wound, or
« fore, yet it never 1s pmduc&d even in the
¢ fmalleft quantity, without fome degree of
¢ erofion, fome breach in the natural ftructure
“riof the parts ; and when {fuch breach 1s heal-
“ ¢d the d1fc:harge~ neceffarily ceafes.

(50
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.-« On the contrary, mucus may by irrita<
¢ tion, relaxation, or defluxion, on its fecre-
“ tmg or cuntammg parts or -organs, be in-"
« creafed to'a quantity far beyond what is. |
L neceﬁ'ary or ufeful, and pmduce thereby a
difeafc in parts where there is not the leaft”

“ degree of folution of continuity, as in thalt.:

¢ cafes’
|

.
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cafes of tenefmus ftone in the bladder, fluor
albus, and fimple gleets from the urethra;
as alfo in that kind of defluxion on the nofe

and fauces, producing a catarrh, and in the
immediate effe& of all fternutatories.

<¢« QOther differences between the nature and
properties of the two fluids might be men-
tioned; but if thefe already cited are jult,
they will be fufficient to  evince the impro-
priety of confounding them together, either
with regard to theory or practice.

¢<¢ Nor is this miftake of difcoloured mucus
for matter confined to the lachrymal fac
only ; the two circumftances of pain, and
yellow colour, having in almoft all times
produced the fame mifconception in the

virulent gonorrheea of both {fexes : this has.

been called pus, and being faid to procced
from ulcerations in the urethra and vagina,
though the repeated teftimony of thofe who
have, immediately after death, examined
the parts of perfons fo difeafed, has often
been produced to the contrary, and though
the difcharge itfelf, when properly examined
will always prove the contrary: inflamma-
tion and irritation of the membranous linings

of
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- %¢ of the urethra, and vagina, will fully ac-
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¢ count for all the appearances in this difeafe
¢ 1n which there is neither matter, nor ulcer,
¢ nor abfcefs : whoever will attend to the dif:
¢ charge made from a purulent ulcer, will
¢ find 1t widely different from that which
¢¢ iffues from either of the above parts in the
¢ gonorrheea.” * |

- So much for this queftion, which I cannot
quit without exprefling my grateful thanks to
the author, whofe opinion I have juft borrowed,
for the great information I have received from
his works in furgery. His lively imagination,
deep penetration, enlightened underftanding,
and great experience have raifed him above my
panegyrick ; his fkill in furgery will be long
remembered ; “ he has not only lengthened
but gladened life” .

Page 31. Of the Time between the Ap=
plication and Effeét.

The Profeflor examines into the different
diftances in time, for gonorrohcea to make its

i
5y
ks

* Vide Pott on Fiftula Lacrymalis, p. 313.
4 Johnfon.
appeare
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appearance after infeGion; and, in order that
there may be {cope enough, he grants a latitude
from fix hours to fix weeks. This I think is
:illcwing a generous come off, both for the pa-
tient as well as for his furgeon; and it is alfo
well calculated to make the pofition unexcep-
tionable to the opinion of every man who thinks
for himfelf. How trueit 1s, that the effeét is
Jometimes fix weeks after the application I will
‘not contend, I cannot help my doubts. But
I never have yet heard of or feen, as he has,
‘that the inflammatory ftate took place before
ithe difcharge for a confiderable time. The Pro- -
feflor would have caufe to exult, if it were the
icafe ; forupon that principle alone his theory
i3s built. If the inflammatory ftate did take
iplace for aconfiderable time before the ﬁlppu-—
irative, that would be a fatisfaCtory reafon for his
icalling the difcharge pus. But with his leave
in fuch an inftance only.

:Page 2 Of the Dgﬁcﬂf{y of cf%
tinguifbing the wvirnlent from the fim-
ple Gonorrbeea.

This fetion is fo replete with pofitions of

:all forts, and of all times, fo cramed with dif-
E charges




26

charges that may be produced from every poffi-
ble caufe, without a fingle clew to aid us in dif-
tinguifhing one fort from another, that it feems
to be written for the purpofe of confounding
all diftin&ions. And I certainly fhould have
pafied it over, had there not becn found in it,
fuch materials as clearly affure me, that the
Profeflor’s fingularities have not even fyftem for
their bafis.

I congratulate my readers that we recognife
here the old word virus, as I.feared that the
- Profeflor had banifthed it out of his venereal
vocabulary. Through all his diftinétions of
fimple, and virulent gonorrheea, I cannot fol-
low him. A fimple gonorrheea, and here we
agree, may or may not fall to the lot of aman
who never had any venereal complaint, or any
chance of infection.

But, there is a fentence in this curious feGtion
that perhaps may excite the curiofity of my
readers, and be worth my obfervation, ¢ In
«¢ this complaint a difcharge, and even pain, §
¢ attacks the urethra, and ftrange {enfations §
¢ are every now and then felt in thefe parts, §
¢¢ which is either areturn of the {ymptons o

4 the venereal difeafe without virus, may arife;
6c
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Jeee a5 it were {pontaneoufly, or may be a con-
Jee¢ fequence of fome other difeafe.”” I fhall not
Judifpute with the Profefior upon grammar for

ymany delicate reafons 3 and I do affure him, I
ywill never wilfully mifconftrue any of his 1deas ;
1T would not accept of a triumph upon any fuch
!gruund. 1f I can underftand his true meaning,
iit s all I defire. As the quotation is before us
‘it may not be improper to afk the Profeflor, If
‘he calls the difcharge without vu‘us, pus

-alfo ?

Page 34. 0 )f the Common final Intention
of Suppuration not anfwering in the

prefent Difeafe.

In other words, the difcharge from the
Urethra being increafed {fecretion, and not
fuppuration, it cannot be reconciled to the
doctrine of fuppuration. The Profeflor fays,
“¢ that general irritation upon fecreting fur-
¢ faces endeavour . to produce their own def-
¢ truction like a mote in the eye, which by
¢ creafing the fecretion of tears 1s itfelf
” This obfervation is very

E 2 pretty,

LY

“ wafthed away.
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pretty, very obvious, and fhrewd. But fgp-
pofe the Profeflor as an experimental philo="
fopher, was, inftead of the mote, to apply
_ gonorrheeal difcharge to the eye, would that:
-* be fo readily wathed away ? I have feen two
| confequences from two accidental applications
. of gonorrheeal difcharge to the eye: The one
was attended by me, and the Profeflor him-
{felf was called in to be confulted upon it*.
"The other was attended by me, and Mr. Pott
| was called in and confulted upon it. One eye

| was totally loft, and the other was with dif-
ficulty faved,

Suppofe a perfon to be attacked with a cold,
< and a great difcharge is produced from the -
nefe ; Is the irritation in this inftance got rid of
after the fame iﬂgenims manner ! - What is
it that produces that irritation ! How long 18
‘the nafal membrane irritat=d before the 'in-
creafed {fecretion appears?  Does the Pro-
feflor call this increafed fecretion pus, in :-111
its conditions, either when thin and diaphan=
ous like gum and water, or when like an
ufual fecretion only in increafed quantity ?

1

* V:de my Critical Enquiry, fnurth Edition, page 71. s

- Thell

Cafe XI.
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~ The Profeflor fays, ¢ that the Venereal
¢’ Difeafe is not kept up by the pus which is’
¢ formed, but like many other fpecific dif-
& -eafes, by the fpecific quality of the inflam-’
<¢mation itfelf.” The Profeflor and I do not,
differ much in thisopmion: It 1s a fpemﬁc ,
irritation that produceth an increafed fe-
cretion ; which fecretion will be both in qua-
lity and ‘quantity, generally in' proportion’ to
the influence of the fpecific ftimulus on the
furface of the Urethra.- The fecreted” mucus

muft therefore be confidered as a fymptum
and not the caufe. RpE T ’

At length we are approaching to one- .of
thofe new opinions of theé Profeflor, the right
of which he is welcometo)aflert, and {o may
his friends, until'they are tired outin the fame
manner, that he faysothe  fpecific irritation
tires out the parts on which it a&ts.

¢ Asthe living principle in many difeafes
¢ is' not capable of - continuing the {ame
action 5 it alfo lofes this power in the pre-
fent, when the diféafe is in the form of a
gonorrhoea, and the effect 1s at laft ftopped,
the 1rritationceafing gradually.. This cef-

¢ fation will vary according to circumftan-
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¢ ces for if the irritated parts are in a ftate
¢ very fufceptible of fuch irritation, in all
¢¢ probability their aGtions will be more vio-:
¢¢cJent and continued longer ; but in all cafes
. the difference muft arife from the differ-
« ence in the conflitution, and not from any
< dlﬁ'erence in the poifon 1tic.~1f

o3¢ The circum{‘mm_ce of the difeafe ceafing
«¢ {pontancoufly, only happens when it at-
« tacks a fecreting f{urface, and when a fe-
¢¢ cretion of pus is produced; for when it at-
¢ tacksa non-fecreting {urface, and produces
¢¢ its effects there, that 1s an ulcer; the parts
< fo affeted ‘are capable of continuing the
¢ difeafe, or this mode of aétion for ever, as
«¢ will be taken notice of when we fhall here-
¢¢ after confider chancre. But this difference
< between {pontaneous and non-{pontaneous
¢« cure, feems to depend more on the differ-
«¢ ence in the two modes of aftion, than in
¢ the difference in the two furfaces ; for when
¢ the difeafe produces an ulcer on a {fécreting
¢« {urface, which it often does from the con-
¢¢ {titution, ason the tonfils, it has no difpo- !
¢ fition to cure itfelf ; nor in the Urethra, in §!
e 3 recent cafe, if ulcers are formed there, |
¢ would

™

1
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¢ would they heal more readily than when
s¢ formed any where elfe. '

¢« The common prattice proves thefe facts
¢ we every day fee gonorrheea cured by the
1¢¢ moft ignorant ; but in chancre, or the lues
¢¢ venerea, more fkill is. neceffary : The rca-
¢t fon 1s obvious, gonorrhcea cures itfelf,

¢« whil{t the other forms of the dlfeafc re=
require the affiftance of art.

L]

¢« Tt fometimes happens that the parts
which - become irritated firft, get well,
while another part of the fame furface re-
ceives the irritation, which continues the
difeafe, as happens when it fhifts from the
glans to the urethra.”

4

"~

4
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¢ From this circumftance of all 'gonor-

¢ rheeas ceafing without medical help.” &c,
&c. | '

I truft that my readers will not attribute
any quotations that I make to a defire of tref-
paffing on their patience, or of fwelling this
pamphlet. Nor am I ambitious, however
highly T refpe the talents of the Profeflor
in general, of idly ingrafting into my humble

performance

3
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- performarice what fo particularly belongs here
to him. But that the Profefler may not have
a wrong conftruGtion put upon his meaning
by me, it is as neceflary to my charaer, and
to his own, as to the caufe of truth.

I have therefore laid the above before my
readers that they may judge for themfelves,
both as to the new opinions and to the lan-
_guage that conveys them.

Thefe aflertions of the Profeflor, that go-
norrhoea cures itfelf, and that all gonorrheeas
j ceafe without medical help, are perhaps the
| broadeft, and the boldeft that ever were of-
fered by man, from the earlieft writer on this
fubje&t, down to the prefent hour. It is here
publicly announced as a general pofition with-
out any exception whatever, that all gonor-
rhoeas eeafe without medical ‘help ; that go-
norrheea cures itfelf. He has qualified thefe §
affertions with nothing like an exception; §
for if ulcers were formed in the urethra, the §
difeafe would be no longer gonorrheea; it b
would require medical help ; it cannot there-
fore anfwer at all to his definition of gonor- §
rhoea; to this he agrees, as he fays, ¢ ull

¢ the year 1753, it was generally fuppofed,.
| ¢¢ that




& )

¢¢ that matter in the urethra in a gonorrhcea
¢ arofe from ulcer or ulcers in that paf-
¢ {age; but from obfervation, it was then
¢¢ proved, that this was not the cafe *” This
therefore cannot even by the Profeflor be con-
ftrued into an exception.

The Profeflor ¢ doubts very much the pro-
¢ bability of a perfon getting a freth gonor-
¢« rheea while he has that difeafe ; or of en-
'¢¢ creafing the {fame by the application of frefh
¢ matter” I will defy him to prove that the
sgonorrheea cannot be continued by the appli-
¢cation of freth matter as he calls it ; but the
rofeflor has with much modefty afferted his
doubts upon the fubject: At all events, I am
onfident, that as long as the urethrais fuf-
eptible of irritation, fo long will it be cap-
ble of bemg atted upon by frefth infeltion.
hat the fecreting furfaces may part in {fome
eafure with their irritability I believe is very
rue. The taking of fnuff begins with pain
mixed with pleafure ; its continuance affords
‘Pleafure only by gently ftimulating the fur-
“Face ; the edge of irritability in the nafal
embrane is blunted but not deftroyed. The

* Page 29,
¥ repetition
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repetition of fnuff gives pleafure to the end of
life, and the fecretion is encreaﬁad by every

freth application.

- Let the Profeflor ftand forth, and declare,
that gonorrheea is not continued by freth con-
nection with venereal {ubjes, for this is his
opinion ; but unfortunately. for him the cafes
he has produced in this chapter do not prove
all that he withes, they tend rather to con-
tradict his mnovation 5 they only prove that
the irritability of a freth fubje& iv greater
than the irritability of one in the conftant ha- |
bit of prnmlfcuc:us venery. g

e e

—_—

be the fort of proof that could {o far be relied ]
upon, as to deftroy one theory for the purpofef
of fetting up another ; the declarations of t e
ladies upon this queftion are governed by theit
natural propenfity to innocence ; they approve

have them. Their affertions are {ometimesf
found to be faulty. ‘T'he moral truth of thif
I believe will be felt by moft of my reader, |
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1 fhall here match two paragraphs of the
Profeflor.

He fays, ¢ that gonorrheea may be cured
while there is a chancre, and wice ver/a.
Now, if freth venereal matter was capable
of keeping up the difeafe, no gonorrheea

[4

i

"

fupply of venereal matter.”

In page 17, he fays, ¢ I have feen cafes
¢ where a gonorrheea came on, andin a few
“ days in {ome, and in others many weeks,
“ a chancre has appeared; and I' have
< alfo feen cafes where a chancre has come
“¢ firft, and 1n the courfe of its cure a running
and pain of making water have {uc-
“ ceeded®. It may be fuppofed that the
¢¢ two difeafes arofe from the original infec-
¢ tion, and only appeared at different times,
and their not occurring oftner together
¢ would almoft induce us to believe it was fo,
‘¢ fince the matter is the {ame in both, and

14

L]

* Here is inflammation after running.

J ) ¢¢ therefore

¢¢ could ever get well while there is this_
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¢ therefore capable of producing either the
¢ one or the other 4.”

To explain the theory of his firft para-

~ graph, the Profeffor appeals to the Abbé Fon-

tana’s Experiments, an author that I hold in
the higheft admiration. The Abbé fays, that
the viper cannot be affected by his own poi-
fon. Is this applicable to gonorrheea not pro-
ducing chancre ! or wvice verfa? 'The poifon
of a viper is organifed by, and originates from
himf{elf : It is only poifonous when applied to
another 3 to the viper himfelf it is no poifon:
But the venereal difeafe is a poifon, that the
individual who infe&s another, has received, .
and already felt the effeéts of it, either as in
chancre or gonorrheea, or both in the firft in-
{tance ; or the one out of the other. He has
received the infeCtion, and he can impart it,
ftill retaining the difeafe in all its force. Is it
not true, if the difeafe be not countera&ted by
remedy, that a gonorrheea alone in the firfk

4 How admirably the latter part of the fecond para-

- graph is fitted to the fame reafoning in the fwelled tefs

ticle! Why did not the Profeffor alfo prefume, that, be~
caufe a fwelled tefticle dees not occur oftner, it arifes
from the original infeCtion.

in{tance
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inftance can produce phymofis, paraphymofis,
chancre, bubo, fwelled tefticle, affettions of
the bladder, chordé? ftill a longer train of
- {ymptoms ?

This fa& the Profeflor knows as well as
I do, and he will prove to us that he knows
it hereafter.

It is impoffible for him to illuftrate the
firft paragraph by the fecond, or wice verfa.
To illuftrate the firft, he produces a moft
outrageous, unfuitable comparifon in the vi-
per ; and the fecond borrows all its illufira-
tion from the rarity of the circumftance.

But the Profeffor is deficient in the very ef-
ence of that which conftitutes a fuccefsful
fkeptick, For where is that halcyon fmooth-
nefs in language to charm us ! where the dif-

{embling and perfuafive argument that affis
milates illufion to truth !

Page 41:




'Page 41. Of the Seat of the Difeafe
in both Sexes.

- The Profeflor fays, ¢¢ that the difeafe fel-
¢ dom attacks the orifice of the urethra with-
¢ ‘out pafling fome way along the canal.”
The reafon  of this muft be very obvious.
If the whole glans be fmeared with the in-
fe€tious virus, the fecreting furface will be the
firft irritated, and if the perfon infe@ed be
cleanly, perhaps the only part put into a&ion
at all will be that which 1s out of his reach
to prevent, |

" The Profeflor fays, ¢ the fecretion of pus
¢ with fo little inflammation (in the begin-
¢ ning of gonorrheea) is perhaps owing tothefe |
¢¢ parts being naturally in a ftate of fecretion 3
¢¢ therefore the tranfition from a healthy to a |
. |

I thank the Profeffor for his nearer approach |
to the general idea of encreafed fecretion in this
' inftance §
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inftance than in afy before, The profeflor fat
. out with telling us ¢ of the dilcovery of mat-
¢ ter being formed by inflammation without
¢ ylceration #.”” ‘The affertion 13 now foft-
ened down to a tranfition from a healthy to a
difeafed fecretion with an inflammation, that
1s fo moderate that it can ¢ hardly be called
¢ {0.” This is a compromife that I did
hardly expedt, afterall that has been pledged ;
was the Profeflor aware of it? or was it in-
ferted by accident?

Page 43. Of 1the mof} Common Symp-
toms, and their Order of .;ffppear-

ance.

Here, he fays, with the fame fingularities
in grammar and.theory, + ¢ the effes of in-
¢¢ flammation is next obfervable, and foon after

a running appears. There is often no pain,
till fome time after the appearance of the
- difcharge and other fymptoms.” ‘I do pot
mean to oppofe the Profcflor’s enumeration

[ 4
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* Page 29. + Page4.4..
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of the fymptoms, they muft be defcribed as
they naturally offer.” 1 therefore only ftop to
beg from him an explanation of what ap-
pears to me now a myftery ; as in the for-
tner part of this quotation, inflammation
comes before running, fo i the latter, pain
{that is inflammation) comes after running,.

Ignorant and dark as our underftandings
are, we look up to the only illumined fource
of all venercal knowledge, with anxious ex-
peQation, to know if pus really comes be-
fore inflammation, or inflaimmation before
pus ?

Page 46. Of the Difcharge.

1t has never yet, I believe, been doubted by
the thinking part of the profeffion, but that
the venereal difeafe is to be propagated only
by infetion conveyed in fome {ubftantial form
orother. 'The interval of time between the
infeCtion being received, and the appearance
of a gonorrhoea, may perhaps be filled up

with cohabltatmn without harm, and with

pleafure
3 ¥ .




( 41 )

pleafure unallayed by after ill cnhfequen-'
ceS. -

~ But the Profeflor has carried this idea to
fuch a length, that if it be followed into
_ practice, cannot in its effeCts prove otherwife
than vicious, ¢ I could even allow a man
¢ who has a gonorrheea to haye conneétion,
¢¢ with a {found woman, if he took care to
¢ clear all the parts of any matter, by firt
¢ f{yringing the urethra, making water, and -
« wathing the glans*.” The Profeflor-has
afferted, and with truth, in another part of
his work, ¢ that no man can will an erec-
¢ tion:” How then can he anf{wer for the
man, that he will have compleated his con-
nedltion, before that additional infecting mu-
cus will be fecreted ? This advice from the
Profeflor is the more wanton, becaufe it is
unprofitable. The hufband who follows it,
will be an unfeeling fool. ‘The innocent
wife would have caufe to exclaim againft
both. ¢ This may be fport to you, but it is
¢« death to me.”

* Page 12,
G ‘The
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‘The Profeflor meets the general opinion of
. the nature of the difcharge much nearer, when
he comes to defcribe it as it is in reality, than
when he attempts to paint it from his own pro-
lifick imagination. He is too modeft to call it
pus; hecallsit difcharge ; and, asif he had felt -
fome compun&ion already for the crime of im-
pofing a wrong fenfe, on what was before un-
.derftood in a right one, he as much as fays,
that if the difcharge be not pus, ¢ it1s the na-
¢ tural flimy difcharge from the glands, and -
¢ the natural exhaling flmid of the urethra,
¢¢ which 1s intended for moiftening that {ure
¢¢ face, and which appears to be of the fame
¢ kind with that which lubricates cavities 1n
¢¢ general, become lefs tranfparent, and both
¢¢ thefe {ecretions becoming gradually thicker,
< afflume more and more the quality of pus.”
In other words, it looks like pus, butitis only
~‘encreafed mucus. I can readily conceive, that
if we lived in the days of enchantment, and
‘the charm was fowell worked up as to oblige
‘the Profeflor to {peak his mind, we fhould hear
from him an exclamation {omewhat to the fol~ §
lowing purpofe. Why would not Mr. Pott:
agree to call this difcharge pus, efpecially as
my brother, and I, had dictated that it thould
be {o called ; did not Mr. Sharp believe us,
and{
4

|
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and propagate our do&trine ¢ And would not
- Mr. Gataker have rivaled us in our claim ?
How mortifying is it at laft that the novelty
is ridiculous ! that it cannot after all be ac-
knowledged as pus! That however I have
claimed, as fucceflor to my brother, the ho-
nour of the difcovery, a more folid opinion
proves at length that my theory was
founded upon a falfe precipitate decifion, and
that what I call pus deceives me, becaufe it
affTumes the appearance of pus! ¢ Do you
¢¢ {ee yonder cloud, that’s almoft in the fhape

¢ of a camel?—Methinks it is like an ouzel |

¢¢ —1It 1s black like an ouzel.”

Page 49. Of the Chorde.

The Profeflor fays, ¢ that the chorde as
¢ in the adhefive inflammation -+, unites the
¢ cells together, deftroys the power of dif-
¢ tenfion of the corpus fpongiofum urethre,
and makes it unequal in this refpe&t to the
corpora cavernofa penis, and therefore a

(44
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¥ One of his new opinions.
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s curvature on that fide takes place in the
¢ time of ereftion.”

I fee no reafon why there fhould be an ap-
peal to adhefive inflammation to ex plain
chordé, nor do I think that fuch appeal
1s applicable. "To fly from caufes that we
know, to thofe we doubt, would be making
a furrender of our fenfes before neceffity calls
for it.

Inflammation in common being generally
underftood, T thall undertake to define what
a chordé is under the favour of that aid

only.

__ Parts when inflamed thicken and lofe the
. power of a&tion they enjoyed before they were
attacked by inflammation. ‘The component
parts of the ‘corpus fpongiofum urethrz be-
ing, in confequence of inflammation, already
ftretched in their reticular direGtions have no
power to yield to further diftenfion. And
when the corpora cavernofa penis in cre&ion
naturally extend, being in a ftate of perfeét
health, the inflamed corpus fpongiofum ure-
‘thre cannot favour the difpofition ; therefore

the pain of chordé is felt whilit the a&mg
power

B
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power in the one, is antagonifing the fuf-
~pended power in the other,

_.Page 50. Of the Manner in which the
Inflammation attacks the Urethra.

The Profeflor and I agree, that the infec-
ition applied to the lips of the urethra creeps
:along to the inner furface ; and indeed there
iis no other way for it. To prove this, as if
tthere was a difficulty, the Profeflor applies a
(cafe of a man and a wall *, Every day
rwould have afforded him opportunity of better
jproof of a man and a woman.

But the Profeffor has exchanged almoft
rough this treatife his own cértain ground
of experimental folid proof, for the hearfay
offip of others. A ftrange tale to prove a
fadt, 1s not half fo important, as a plain true
elation fouridedwpon common ufage. I have
nown a perfon, who, examining a oirl juft
s he was about to enjoy her, and finding that

* A gentleman catight a gonorrheea by a bit of plafter,
m a neceflary, ftcking to the point of the penis,

the
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fhe was injured, declined the embrace; the
fame fingers he felt her with, were afterwards
employed in handling the penis ; in three days
he was attacked with a virulent gonorrheea. But
this, although a better proof than that brought
by the Profeflor, 1s not the beft proof. The
true manner of proving the cafe, and the way
that the Abbé Fontana would have gone
about it, would have been to charge a finger
with gonorrheeal infeétion, and apply it to the
Lips of the pemis of a found perfon. The ve-
-racity of a {econd perfon, and the epifodical
~ trafh of a piece of a wall would be here out
of the queftion.

I come now to a fingular opinion of the
Profeflor, ¢ When the difeafe attacks the
¢¢ yrethra, it feldom extends further than an
~ ¢¢ inch or two inches at moft within the ori=
¢¢ fice, which diftance appears to be truly
¢ {pecific, and what I have called the {pecific
¢ extent of inflammation.”” 1 will not be at §
the trouble of anfwering this—it is not worthy §
of an anfwer. I will refer the pofition to
every man who has had a gonorrheea, and
when I appeal to others feelings, I think I am
acquitting myfelf upon this felf-evident quef-
tion, with more candour as to my own. Bu

thi
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this artful overftrained aflertion was meant for
the better introducing one of our Profeffor’s

new opiuions.

The {fymptoms ufually attending a gonor-
rheea of irritation of all the neighbouring parts,
have naturally given the Profeflor the long
withed for opportunity of attributing the af-
feGtions of {crotum, tefticles, perinzum, anus,
hips, and glands of the groin to Sympathy ;
but of the glands of the groin only, when they

+do not come to {fuppuration ; *¢ when, fays he,
¢ they inflame from the abforption of mat-
\¢ ter, they in general {fuppurate.”

“¢ When the bladder is affected it becomes
‘¢ more fufceptible of every kind of irritation.
“¢¢ The urethra, and even the kidneys, {ome-
“ times fympathife, when the bladder is
 much inflamed, or under confiderable de-
§e¢¢ oree of irritation.”  This may juftly be
#eecalled confufion, more or worfe confounded ;
Wifor we firft of all find iritation, then {ympa-
(fthy, and then irritation again; according to
e Profeflor’s law of {pecific extent of in-
ation, there was no more virus lodged
n the neck of the bladder, than on the
kidnies,

3
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kidnies. Then why not call both irritation,
or both {fympathy ?

After all the oftentatious embellithment of
new opinions, 1 the introduction to this great
work, and after all the ufurpation of this
mere word, fympathy; in what, either in
definition or application, is it preferable to the
word irritation ?

I truft that I fhall make it appear to my
readers, that the word {ympathy, 1s not only
abfurd in every appropriation where the word
irritation would have been equally mif-
placed, but alfo, that the word itfelf, in its
true fimple meaning, 1s not fo appofite as
the word irritation.

Where a fymptom is the effet of irrita-
tion, and has always been underftood as the
effe& of irritation in a gonorrheea, there fym-
pathy may, although not with as much pro-
priety or energy, be fubftituted ; and the ex-
change would be fo harmlefs as not to be
worthy of a conteft. I will venture to affert,
that, let the Profeflor carry his influence of §§
fympathy as far as he will in accounting for @

the moft fingular {ymptoms that the animal
frame
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frame 18 liable to, there irritation will meeg
the meaning with more force;

~ When a perfon has received a blow on the
head, and 1n confequence of it, ‘1s attacked
with a vomiting; “and fuppreffion of urine, a
fymptomatick fever ; I fhould attribute thefe
effects to “irritation. When a perfon' has a
virulent gonorrheea, follicits conftantly to
make water, has a chordé, feels erratick pains
w his thighs, hips, and about the pubis, I
thould attribute thefe effets t6 irritations
- When a perfon is attacked with the tooth-
ach, the whole cheek fwells, the glands {well
alfo, the aching tooth cannot be always af=
certained, all the adjacent parts are volved
in the event, even delirium is joined ity I
thould  attribute  thefe effe@s to irritation.
Any. part of the fame individual in pain may
produce irritation on other parts that are pre-
" difpofed to be fufeeptible of irritation from
‘the pain of that part. Irritation is apphied to
: affeftions of the various parts of an individual
vonly, independent of another. Sympathy
‘has been,’ and ought always to be applied to
‘affeCtions ‘that-one perfon feels for the cond:-
ton of another. ‘Thofe who faint or fall
into hyfleric firs at the cataftrophé of others,
i H ‘. do
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do really {ympathife. When Mrs. Siddons,

in fome diftrefsful fcene in tragedy, has faf-

cinated and worked upon the paflions of the
audience, I have feen one lady fall into fits,

fhe has echoed the fhrick of the empaffioned

actrefs, another and another have caught it

from the firft, and like an ele@rie fhock it

has been felt through the whole circle.

Page 54. Swelled Tefticle.

If the Profeflor had for the fake of being
fingular only introduced the word {ympathy
for irritation, I fhould, after what has already
been faid, have dropped the fubje without
making any further comment upon it. For
no man can be more difpofed to let the Pro-
feflor off, where he has erred from accidental
or venial faults, than I am. But when his §
new opinions are perfifted mn, and with all
their mifchievous errors, are brought forward §
mto practice ; when fuch bold inconfiftencies
are obtruded upon us, and the only choice
before us is, the alternative of defending th
right by refifting the wrong ; I fhall no lon.

~ger confider myfelf as a carelefs {pectator
1 b
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but as a centinel upon the watch, as bound
~ to oppofe opinions injurious in their effeéts,
and which, if I reje&ed, would be dithonours
able in me ; for filence would be deemed ac-
quicicence, and the mifchief would fteal into
pradtice by imperceptible gradations.

'The Profeflor we find now mounted on the

hobby-horfe, that we had only before feen ca-
pering before us. But I flatter myfelf, that
he can only gain the plate, by being f{uffered
to walk over the courfe. He afferts that the
fwelling of the tefticle is not owing to vene-
rial infection, but to {fympathy only.

“ From what 1 have faid of its naturec
¢« when 1t arifes from a venereal caufe, which
“ was, that it 1s owing to {ympathy only ;
¢ and from what I fhall now fay, that it is
“ never affeCted with the venereal difeafe,
“ either local or conftitutional, as far as my
obfervation goes, we muft infer that fuch
“ {ufpicions are always ill-founded. This

“¢ perhaps 1s an ipference to which few will |
*¢ {ubfcribe,”

(13

- The only true method to deferibe a difeafe
35 to fet down the {fymptoms in the order that

H 2 they
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they offer in common, and if an exception
thould arife now and then out of the com-
.mon order, that exception thould alfo be no-
ticed, but 1n {o clear and diftin& 4 manner, as
that it might always be known as an excep-
tion, and never confounded with the common
order,

It is a melancholy refleCtion, that when
men, from whatever caufe, have gained a re-
putation with the public, they fhould {port
with their underftanding, as well as theiy fafe-
ty, 1 fhould be {orry to charge the Pro-
feflor with having done fo; but why did he
not at once ftate the manner of the fwelled
tefticle coming on, as it does, I will venture
to affert, nineteen times out of twenty, and
reafoned upon the moft probable caufe of this
ufual attack ?, Inftead of which, he has. in-
troduced this prevailing obfervation, as if it
might or might not have been left out of his
chapter, and as if it did not weigh a.feather
in informing us of what nature a {welling of
the tefticle 1s, that arifes out of venereal infecs
tion. As the appearance I allude to {fo unie
verfally prevails, it ought to be confidered as
moft worthy of our nveftigation, and not what
might happen from extraordinary caufes,

But




( 333 1)
But fo plﬁin a truth would not favour our
Profeflor’s fingularity ; it would not have gi-
ven him the opportunity of {porting his new
opinion. He muft diftort truth, for the {ake
of new theory. He creates a difeafe, and then
builds a {yftem upon it.

I will now lay before my readers this ge-
neral obfervation of the coming on of the
{welled tefticle, which he had too much mo-
defty to omit, although he has but barely

remarked 1t.

€6 Ag fingular a circumftance as any refpec-
¢ ting the {fwelling of the tefticle 1s, that it
¢¢ does not always come on when the inflam-
¢“_mation in the urethra is at the height. I
#¢ think 1t oftener happens when the irrita-
“ tion in the urethra is going off, and fome-
“ times even after it has entirely ceafed, and
#¢ when the patient conceives himfelf to be
¢ quite well.”

LAY

This 1s all the notice that the Profeflor
takes of what he calls this ¢¢ fingular circum-
#¢ ftance ;” and the reafon is very obvious to
me, why he did not venture to enlarge upon
it ; becaufe, when he afferes that the fvelled
tefticle
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tefticle arifes from {ympathy, he is too cun-
mng and too guarded not to know, that when
the f{welled tefticle comes on after irritation
has intirely ceafed, and when the patient con-
ceives himfelf quite well, there is nothing for
the tefticle to {ympathife with. I earneftly re-
queft the attention of my readers to this fact.
and I now call upon the Profeflor to declare
in fuch a ftate of the urethra, what has the
fwelled tefticle to fympathife with? when
there 1s no pain, no inflammation, no irrita-
tion in the urethra to provoke a {ympathy m
any other part: Is 1s puﬂible that this ftha-
dow of the Profeflor fhould exift without a
fubftance ! But what will he {ay, when I tell
him that this whieh he calls a ¢ fingular
¢ circumftance,” 1s the moft general and
common manner of the attack of the f{wel-
led tefticle. I do affert that it 1s, and I leave
it to my readers to determine between us
from what has fallen within their own ob-
fervation. |

The {welled tefticle muft be produced from
irritation in the urethra, or from virus con-
veyed to the tefticle. When a gland is ir-
ritated from pain in a contiguous part, it ne=.
ver happens but when that pain is at its

greateft
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greateft excefs, and as the pain declines, the
gland naturally returns to its healthy con-
dition. ‘This is the cafe of the enlarge-
ment of the inguinal glands, which is clearly
fymptomatic in a gonorrheea when. at its
higheft ftate of irritation. Why 1s not the
tefticle always irritated by a gonorrheea in {fuch
a ftate ? or, why is it {carcely ever 1rritated ?
Why does the fwelled tefticle come on with-
out gonorrheeal irritation, rather than when
the urethra is irritated ? Becaufe it is incap-
able of being affe@ted without the immediate
action of virus. The mild {ymptoms of a
gonorrheea, previous to the pain of the!teﬁiclle,
and the attack of the epidydimis- fir¥; prove
that the virus has been continved from the
urethra to the tefticle. Did the attack of the
fwelled tefticles alway come on while the in-
flammation was at the greateﬂ- height m-the
~urethra, and, did the inflammatery {ymptoms
in the urethra aually ceafe, after the: pain
was felt in the tefticle, the {welling might be
faid to originate from irritation’ without virus,
or from fympathy, if the Profeflor likes it
better ; but the fa& proves the contrary. I
will put one queftion to the Profeflor be-
fore I drop this {ubje&, although I know I
am anticipating the page that inftructs us how

1o,




—

e —

e S

\ ¢ 356-)

to cure this unfubftantial thadow. Upon your
honour, do you cure all fwelled tefticles ari-
ﬁng from gonorrheea in all its {tages wuhnut
mercury mternally or externally applied, and

pledge yourfelf forall after confequences what-,
ever ? '

Page 57. Of the fwg!!m 05 of the Gfafzaﬂf

, from Sympathy.

P i 1S mee,ﬂbr introduce‘s-her’e the do&trine of
abforbents, as itywas tauglit by Dr. Hunter to
whom the honourisdue. Dr. Hunter’s labour
in the purfuit of avery thing he undértook, and,
his vivacity ;and elegance, in the explanation of
every {ubjet. at' his anatomical leture room,
are toor ftrongly imprefled on the memory of
thofe who heatrd him, and his fame is toowell
known. in general to receive any embellithment
from my pen.:
¢ But although we know.the manner in

which fubftances get into the circulation ;
¢¢ and on having learned that many fubftances, X
«¢ efpecially poifons, in their courfe to the cir=
<< culation, irritaté the abforbent glands to in-,
<« flammation.  We mlght naturally f{uppofe

¢ fuch

™

4
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#« {uch {wellings accompanying complaints in
¢ the urethra attended with a difcharge, to
¢ be owing to the abforption of that matter,
¢ and therefore if it be venereal difcharge that
¢ they muft alfo be venecreal. But we muft
¢¢ not be too hafty in drawing this conclufion;
¢ for we know that the glands will fometimeg
{well from an irritation at the origin of the
‘¢ Iymphaticksq; where no abforption could
¢ poflibly have taken place.” Here the Pro-
feffor initances, that, from a prick in the finger
from a clean fewing needle, the lymphatick
glands will fwell, but that ¢ fuch irritation
¢ {oon goes off.”” This the Profeffor points out
to thow, that the abforbent {yftem 1s as capable
of being affe@ed by irritation, as by the abforp-
tion of matter. ‘Lo all this, I fay yes, and
do congratulate the Profeflor on his return to
plain folid argument. If, in the higheft ex
cefs of a gonorrheea, the lymphatick glands
fwell, and thedifcharge of gonorrheea continues,
If, when the inflammation {ubfides, the {wel-
ling of the glands fubfides alfo ; I thould not
doubt but that fuch {wellings were owing to
irritation : but if, on the contrary, the fwel-
lings of the glands remain after the inflammas-

tion and difcharge from the gonorrheea are paft,
whether they fuppurate or remain in an indura-
oy F:ﬂ.
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ted ftate, there is all prefumption to {ufpeé®
abforption, and nothing lefs thould be thou ght
but that it had taken place. But the profeflor
;'h'as {pared me any more trouble upon the fub-
je&, for, under the influence of a kindly dif-

pofition, he agrees, that ¢ however there are

¢« {wellings of thefe glands from actual abfor-
¢¢ ption of matter in gonorrheea, and which

¢¢ confequently are truly venereal; and asitis

¢¢ poffible to have fuch, they are always to be
¢« fufpetted.”

In the latter part of this fe&ion, the Pro-
~ feflor tells us, that it is difficult to account for
the nature of thofe ¢ f{ympathetic difeafes :”*
I muft confefs for myfelf, fince we have agreed
that the glandular {fwellings may arife in gonor-
rheea either from irritation, or abforption, and
fince we know that thefe fwellings go down
with inflammation in the urethra, when pro-
duced by irritation, and remain after all inflam-
mation has ceafed, when produced by abforp~
tion, that we know as much as we can, and
enough to ‘account for, and cure the one
or the other. And that thefe ¢ {ympathetic
difeafes,” were always clearly underftood by
every one in the profeflion, who had difcern-

ment to gmde them, confidence enough not to
ba
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be mifled, and medefty enough not to nick-
name as ‘¢ {fympathetic difeafes,” what were
kpown before as affe€tions from irritation,

Notwithftanding what I have already faid
might be conclufive as to the abfurdity of
fympathy, yet I cannot help remarkmg for
the credit of all reputable praditioners, who
have taken their diretions from nbfervatmn,
that they never betrayed the leaft jealoufy of
the effe@ts of fwellings of the glands, when
they correfpoud with urethral inflammation.
Such have always been confidered by them as
the ::anequence of irritation, and without a new
opinion, either ftolen * before pubhcatmn, or
learnt from the Profeflor’s work after, have
been treated heretofore with fecunty and fci-
ence. I truft I fhall hear no more of the un-
amportant vanity of {fympathy, a newfangled
appropriation, and equally difcordant here, ‘as
the word ¢ accommodate” was to Bardolph:
this is my jocular opinion of it; but I am de-
ceived if my readers haye not found it out
as foon as I, to be ferioufly a monftrous im-
pofition,

% Vide Introduétion to the Profeffor’s Work.

» 512 P;! oc 50.
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I Page 59. Of the .Dfﬁg_;/é;qf the Iﬂm-
phatics in a Gonorrbea.

The Profeflor does not dwell long on this
fubje& only to pmnt out, ¢¢ that, when there
#¢ is an excoriation or difcharge from the pre-
puce or glans which may be called a ve-
nereal gonorrhoea of thefe parts, a hard
chord is felt leading from the prepuce
along the back of the penis, and the glands
¢¢ mflame.”” Upon thefe, he remarks, ¢ that
<¢ from the obfervation of the lues venerea
being {feldom produced from a' gonorrheea,
| it appears that a whole {urface, or one only
| ¢¢ inflamed does not readily admit the abforp-

~ %¢ tion of venereal poifon ; and therefore, al-
jt ¢ though the vﬁngrﬂal matter lies for many
¢¢ weeks in the paffage, and over the whole
';| §e: glans, it {eldom happens that any abforp-

. ¢¢ tion takes place Here 1s one of the
many opportunitics, that the Profeflor feizes
to {port the valuable treafure of {cience,
which he has thmughnut his work convinced |
us he particularly poflefles. The {ymptoms of
gonorrheea are held in contempt by him, a;d
# e
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he is eager at all times to repeat to us, that
the difcharge is harmle{s that flows from a
gonorrheea, and that his doubts of bad con-~
fequences arifing from it,” are all" at"an-end.
Notwithftanding there are abforbesits, yet they
do not abforb. Notwithftanding glauds fup-
purate, yet they are not - infected - with poi-
fon. If gonorrhoea remains, ~ there it may
with innocence. If tefticle {wells, if fever
runs high, if pain be' acute, 'if- matter be
formed, I douBt, fays he, that vénereal poi-
fon has produced théfé {ymptoms 3 -they: can-
not be venereal ; they do well without mer-
cury. And is there no probable ‘way for ve-
nereal poifon to pafs into the habit?* Ifa
‘whole furface, or one only inflamed, witl
not permit it ;3 will not wounds of any
fort be paffports for its admittance ? - for
as we all know that there is fuch a difeafe as
‘a conftrtutional lues venerea, tell us, if vene-
:} xeal poifon does not pafs through that chan-

mnel? No; fays the Profeflor, ¢ I am in-
¢¢ clined to think that wounds are alfo bad
#¢ abforbing furfaces, efpecially, when I con-

#¢ fider, that few morbid poifons are abforbed
¢ from wounds,”

My
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. My seaders will be pleafed to recolled, that
the Profeflor, in page 9, calls the venerealia
morbid poilon, ite diftinguifh it frops animal,
vegetable, and mineral poifons. - The fape
Profeflor, -in a'note, page 36, compares, with=
cg;f._anﬁ..-pf;agmﬁ.mﬂialggx in that inflance,
the vigys;of #¥iper; and venereal virus, as,
{trult, Lihave i my -obfervations ypon . his

note madelit appear. That there may be coins

parative reafoning on the effedtsiof 4ll poifons

ypon the: fubjedts poifoned, T-readily agree;
but the Profeffor;; 4o eftablifh his'opinion, that
svounds are bad abforbing furfaces for peifons,
and efpecially. marbid poifons, wotld not yén-
ture a‘ comparative Ezluéidra:timl. 1.thall wich
pleafure perform that duty for him, and prove
to my J:_aa,dsr&,- that all .auimal, ;fﬂmﬁ.;_ vege=
table, and: even morbid pouons are fooneft
received into the thabit by wounds. Does the
Profeflor call the {mall pox a morbid poifons
for as it may be ¢ communicated to others, f
¢ ag it is recetved *7, 1€;can in his opirion j§
‘be nothing elfe than morbid.  How often §
does he fail in communicating the infection§
by wounds when he innocuiates for the {fmall +
pox ? ~ I only mean when the' Profeflor is not§

¥ Page o -
. interrupt
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fiterrupted by another action #: " All animal
pmfuns, of mad dﬂg, rattle ﬁﬂLe, V];Per, &.JC.
&c. are infufed by wounds. The dué that
conveys the poifon of the viper perforates the
tooth that makes the wound +. - The ticuna,
a vegetable poifon kills the animal as foon as
applied to his blood f.  Where will the Pro-
feflor’s new opunons Iead us!

I am told by authorities that- cannot ;be
‘difputed, that the Profeffor addrefles his pupils

mewhat after the following manner : ¢ Gen-
¢ tlemen, I obferve that many of you take
":;;-_pdtés, I would advife you to burn themj
“¢¢ for although what I deliver now is my opi-
¢ pion to day, in another courfe, ,I may
“ change this opinion.” A ftudent from the
ountry, under the Profeflor inl;h:, }fenr 1736,
ill find him{elf out of all fathion on the
turn of his medical friend in the year 1787.
ike country milleners, they muft vifit Lon-
n every {pring, for the neweft mode of cut-
out frippery. P

i W WA =
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* The Profeflor fays, that no twa actions can, take
lace in the fame fubjet at the fame time,

+ Abbé Fontana, Vol. I. p. 10.

+ Abbe Fontana, Vol. 11, p, 118,

A May
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. May we not next year prefume upon ano-
ther quarto edition, by way of expofition
upon this ?

Page 60. Short Recapitulations of the
- Varieties of the Symptoms. |

Here the Profeflor has, as I knew he would,

broken 1n upon his fpecific diftance of an incl
and half, or two inches, from the orifice that
. marks the {pecific extent of inflammation.
- ¢ Sometimes it runs, fays he, (amongft his
¢¢ other recapitulations) all along the urethra
¢¢ to the bladder, and even to the kidnies,
¢¢ and fpreads into the fubftance of the ure-
¢ thra producing a chordée. The Cowper’s
‘glands he fufpets inflame. Sometimes
the difeafe appears after infeftion in a few
¢ hours, at other times in fix weecks*.” In
thort, when he defcribes {fymptoms as they
really are, he cannot but tell us what is known
to happen, and what is only information to
fuch as never fought after it before.

* Page 514
Page 69.
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Page 69. of the Cure of the Go= |

norrhea.

At length we are approaching to examine

how far the Profeflor is difpofed to keep his
word, after he has aflerted, ¢ that gonor-
rheea cures itfelf.” The touchftone of his
fincerity, in fuch a declaration, can be only
afcertained by his abandoning: the difeafe to

work its own cure, by bidding defiance to |

all remedies, and by pledging himfelf, that
by leaving the gonorrheea to itfelf, no 11l con=
fequences can happen from it hereafter. |

¢ As we have no fpecific medicihe for
gonorrhoea, it 1s fortunate that time alorie

¢¢ will effe® a cure. It is therefore very
Lé

»

“ flammation gets well of itfelf; yet al-?

thuugh this appears_ to be nearly the truth

i
(11

L1

reafonable to fuppofe, that every fuch in- |

|
|
|

it 1s worthy of confideration, whether me- ;
dicine can be of any fervice in this form |

¢ of the difeafe. I am inclined to believe it i

66 1

1s very feldom of any kind-of ufe, perhaps
not once in ten cafes ; upon this idea of
every gonorrneea curing itfelf, 1 gave cer-

; K ¢ tain
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¢ tain patients bread pills. The patients al-
¢ ways got well, but {fome of them, I be-
lieve, not fo foon as they would have done,

had the artificial methods of cure been em-
ployed.”

L &1

[ 4

L2

L2

L1

I prefume that every reader of the above
extract will agree with me, that, after {fuch a
declaration, nothing in future ought to be
dreaded from a gonorrheea; and for what
purpofe the after pages are devoted, I am at
a great lofs to conceive. If what the Pro-
feffor advances be true, if his‘opinions, when
once examined with candour and judgment,
ftand the teft of general approbation ; then is
a gonorrheea, a trifle indeed, and thofe who
treat it as a matter of importance, are deluded
ideots, poflefled of no power of difcrimina-
tion, and who have borrowed all their under-
ftanding.  The Profeflor himfelf will be fuf-
pe€ted of a prejudication, that his honour will
never permit him to deferve; if, after the
above quotatiun, the reft of his work be nct
engaged to confirm fuch new opinions. For
when it is confidered that fociety in general,
and the whole profeffion in particular, have a
ftake in the concern; no time furely can
then be too long to explore fo interefting and

fo
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fo pleafing a theme; no work can be too

large that explains it ; and no credit too great
for him that has made the difcovery.

Diogenes dying, was afked by a friend,
what he withed fthould be done with his body 2
Let it lie, {aid the philofopher, where I die,
The friend replied, that the dogs would de-
vour it. They dare not, faid the philofopher,
for my ftick will lie by me. But you cans
not ufe your ftick - after death, replied the
friend, nor will you know when the dogs do
devour your body. Then, faid Diogenes,
what fignifies what will become of my body ?
‘What fignifies what will become of gonor-
rheea? The ufe of mercury, like the ftick of
Diogenes, 1s unneceflary. If all the above be
true, and the Profeflor’s quotation ftands as
pointed as if it had been written in Rubrick,
we need no longer trouble ourfelves about what
can befal us from a gonorrhoea. It is a bug-
bear in the imagination only! Common fenfe
will not give it a hearing! |

A friend, after reading the Profeflor’s work,
humouroufly called him the Calvin in vene-
real reformation. But I beg leave to differ
from my friend, the Profeflor may be more

K 2 aptly

i
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aptly compared to Luther, who retained as

much of the pageantry as was innocent in re-
ligion, without being idolatrous ; juft fo has

our Profeflor in phyfic, Pills being formerly

given in gonorrheea, he has kept up appear-
ances, by giving bread pills ; he might carry
it further; fuppofe that he gave for an injec-
tion {fome pump water, to be thrown up by a
{yringe not material as to its being perfeét ;
for, if the inje:éﬂon reached an inch and half,
or two inches, that would be quite far enough,
for thefe are the fpeciﬁc bounds of the dif-
eale,

If the Profeflor had meant this new fport
of bread pills juft to amufe his readers, and
had epifodically flung it into this part of his
work, before he entered upon the more feri-
ous and important {fubject of the beft cure for
a gonorrheea, and its {fuppofed confequences;
as a clever fellow would entertain us, by a
trick with the cards, while the reft of the
party were preparing for a fober game at whit,
I would have joined him 1n the fun; but I
imagine, he means to be ferious in this new
opinion, from what he has faid i page 35,
and in many other parts of his work, the {ub-
ftance of which is this, that irritation from

gmmrrh(pa




uIf out. But whilft the Profeflor fits at his
afe, an ina&ive fpe&ator only, can he tram-
el the confequences ? can he infure us from
11 local and all the conftitutional attacks that -
o arife from a negletted gonorrheea ?

Cafes, if Iwere to colle& them, that would fill
many volumes, and of as largea bulk, as the
ords of parliament, may be brought in
roof, that all local, and all conflitutional
nereal affections may be produced frum g0-
sorrhcea : It 1s for this reafon that virulent
norrheea does not compleat its own. cure.
e virus that produced the-irritation in the
birethra, after the urethra can be no longer ir-
ritated, 1s capable of fhifting its influence, of
oroducing new effets, and of being ramifyed
to all venereal {ymptoms . that ever were
own. This can only be prevented by re-
edies of art. 'The application of thefe re-
edies deftroys the ftimulating power of the
virus, and puts an end to all irritation. ‘Thus
1s the immediate attack removed, and the fu-
tture evils guarded again{t and prevented.

_Dm:s not the Profeffor know, that by the ap-
jplication of a prophylaétic, no irritation will

CYCr
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ever come on ? that, by the fame application,§
as foon as the irritation is percmved the fym
tom will more readily give way ? and that,
whenever it be applied before abforption ha
taken place, its fuccefs 1s effe@ual? Delay
which fhould be always avoided as much a
poffible, will certainly make the cure more in
tricate and important. From what I have
feen I have the ftrongeft prefumption to dra
this conclufion, that the length of time, i
the cure of a gonorrhoea, carries a very cor-
refponding reference to the length of delay, in
applying remedies of art, after the time of
receiving the infeGtion. Irritation, from many
other caufes, may a&t fomewhat after the man-
ner that the Profeffor ftates this to act. But
of allirritating {ubftances that could poffibly
be offered, perhaps that of gonorrheeal virus
was the leaft to be reconciled, from the na-
ture of its a&tion, to this new opinion of the
Profeflor. - For this is virus of a {pecific qua=
lity, and only temporarily local ; it cannot be
{aid that it has no power of fhifting fituation,
and, if fuffered to remain unoppofed, of acting
on every part of the conflitution : it always
may, becaufe it often does. Therefore, as
the irritation in the urethra, that ceafes {pon-

taneoufly, is not the whole of the confequén-
ces
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s that we are to look to, as the difeafe is
faot final there, who will be found fo hardy

nd conceited, as to pronounce without equi-
Jeocation or {ubterfuge, that gonorrheea cures

elf.

I have admitted, for the fake of the argu-
paent, the cafe, that gonorrhea would cure
elf, that 1t would gradually decline till
totally difappeared ; but what if that which
enerally happens, fhould follow fuch ne-
Blect ? what would he have to anfwer fot to
e fufferer, who created the evil by the ab-
dity of his counfel ? would it not be a fub-
& too ferious to be {o fported with ? would

¢ patient be as carelefs in his revenge, as he
in his advice ?

I obferved, that irritation produced from
ther caufes may determine in that manner
hich the Profeflor declares irritation from virus
ttermines in the urethra., And {o it may on
I parts very fufceptible of pain, by blunting
i€ feeling that was before ‘the ‘attack more
thicately tender ; by reducing ‘the fenfation
‘real pain, or exquifite pleafure, to the neut-
I condition of receiving either with indiffer-
ice. The firft gonorrheea is generally the

I moft
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moft inflammatory, the firlt {welled tefticl
the firft fever, the firft corretions receiv
by foldiers, the firft effe&ks on the eyes, 1
Lime, and {oot, of lime burners and chimn
{weepers, are all moft feverely felt: T
fenfations from pleafure are in the fame d
gree reduced as they are brought into rep
tition.

From thefe general obfervations, which
neither new nor uncommon, it appears, th
the Profeflor’s idea of gonorrheea tiring o

it{elf by the decline of irritation, is only d ne§

opinion, or a ftrange opinion, when - 1t

applied thus unhappily, where it ought not §

be applied at all. I repeat. it agan, beca
here is a virus of a f{pecific quality, and whi
is only temporarily local ; and althoughit p
duces- its firft effe@s by irritation, yet it d

_not' ceafe to a& when irritation can be 1§

longer {upported. And although this {peci
virus may, or may_not have transferred I
‘influence, it cannot be faid to be inative,
cannot be faid to be extin& ; for it always

tains the power of quitting the local for a c
ftitutional attack. And laft of all what
“more felf evident, and more important th

211 T have hitherto faid, the local confequent
produ
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produced by gonorrheea uncorreCed by res
medy, may not, and very feldom will be at
an end, till the parts on which the virus afts
are deftroyed, or if not deftroyed; ull they
become fo unfit for their deftined funtions;
that the remainder of Ilife will be a miferable
entail upon the deluded fubje&, who fallacis
oufly is advifed to wait for his gonorrheea to
cure itfelf ; or who fallacioufly perfuades him-
felf, that there is no {pecific power yet known;
which cures a gonorrheed by depriving the
virus of the power of action; either in the form
“of gonorrheed, or any other form arifing out
ofit: ‘The orthodoxy of the Profeflor will be
~found to be heretical, or there is no truth in
divination. Suppnfe a houfe in ﬂames, how
fidiculous’ it is to bring the fire engines !
what an ufelefs fet of people the fire-men
are ! what nonfenfe it is to take precautions
of infurance ! when, if you only permit the
fire to continue till the houfe be burnt down
to the ground, the flames will not only tire
themfclves out, but in the end be compleatly
:xtingliiﬁled;

Whether the Profeflor be right or wrong in
his conjeCture, that gonorrhcea was the vene=
teal form with which the crew of the voyag-

1, ers
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ers infeCted thé unfortunate inhabitants of
the iflands in the fouth feas; it muft remain
doubtful, until fome good authority pofitively
declares, that the difeafe was {pread there
from gonorrheea.  But, notwithftanding the
Profeflor afferts from no other authority than
his bare {urmife, and that is to me poor aue
thority indeed ! yet I claim the right of con-
vilting the Profeflor, by the firongeft evidence
that can poflibly be brought into an Englhih
Court of Juftice; which is, by, his own con-
feffion, by what proceeds out of his own
mouth ; and I fhall make the appeal imme-
diately to my readers, whether I have not
brought fuch convictions home to the Profeflor,
or rather, in this inftance, home to the Confel-
for ; but I thould not lay fo great ftrefs upon,
this, i1f it were not a matter of the firft magni-
tude; and not becaufe, this 1s the only con-
tradiGtory blunder that I find throughout that
part of his performance I have hitherto peru-
{ed ; for truth bids me tell it, that the {cat-
tered differences in opinion blaze forth every
where to the eyes of the obferver, as obvious,
as ftars are in a clear night.

¢ But as we find in Cook’s laft voyage, -
«¢ that the difeafe in every form is now there, .

¢¢ and as we have no intelligence of a gonor=
¢ rheea
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rheea being fince introduced, we muft fup-
pofe, that every form of the difeafe has
been propagated from one root, which moft
probably was a gonorrheea *,

¢ If it 15 true, as 1s afferted in a voyage
round the world, that the difeafe was cars

ried to Otaheité ; It thews that it can be-

long retained after all ideas of its exiftence
have ceafed : and when i1t is retained for
fucha length of time, it is moft probable
in the form of gonorrheea +.

“ A young woman from the Magdalen
Hofpital was received into that houfe two
years before, and continued there all that
time. The moment fhe ecame ouf, fhe
was picked up by one who was in waiting
for her with a poft chaife to carry her off
immediately ; fhe gave hin a gonor-
rheea 1.”

From whence I took the above quotations,

there I find innumerable others, of cafes that
prove the bad cffeéts of gmmrrhcﬂa + 1t'15 not
material to me for what purpofe the Profeffor

% Page 15. © 4 Pagego.  } Page 38.
' L 2 brings
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brings forward thefe cafes;  for if they be
true, he may apply them ta elucidate one
point in theory, and I may apply them to elu-
cidate another ; for all true cafes being but ins
ftruments in our hands to be applied for our
advantage, one may employ them to one end,
and another to another end, ‘Thefe {o far
prove, that the Profeflor believes, and knows
that ganorrheea doeg not cure itfelf; and
that gonorrheea can commit all the difaftrous
mifchiefs that I have attributed to it. After
my rcaders have fatisfied their information,
by looking at the above pifturc of gonorrheea
given by the Profeflor, I beg that they would
regard its reyerfe drawn by the fame artift;
for, reddere perfone [cit convenientia cuigue®,
and their own comment fhall {pare me from
any further ntrufion of my obfervations on
this point at iffue. |

¢¢ As the living principle in many difeafes
¢ is not capable of containing the fame
¢¢ allion, it alfo lofes this power in the pre«
< {ent, when the difeafes 1s in the form of
¢¢ a gonorrheea, and the effe&t is at laft ftop-
¢¢ ped, the irritation ceafing gradually.

i
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¥ Horace,
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¢¢ The circumftance of the ceafing {pon-

taneoufly, only happens when it attacks a

fecreting furface, and when a fecretion of
pus 1s produced.

¢¢ The common praétice proves thofe faéts 5
we every day {ee gonorrheeas cured by the
moft ignorant ; but in chancre or in the lues
venerea more fkill 1s neceflary : the reafon
is obvious, gonorrheea cures itfelf 5 whilft
the other forms of the difeafe require the

affiftance of art,

¢« From this circumftance of all gonor-
rheea ceafing without medical help, &c.
&c. &c#®, '

¢ As we have no‘{pecific medicine for g0~
norrheea, it is fortunate that time alone, will
effet a cure: 1t is therefore reafonable to

fuppofe, that every fuch inflammation gets
well of itfelf. PN

“ I am i1nclined to believe that medicine
can be very fcldom of any kind of ufe.

* ‘-Page 45

‘¢ Upon




Gk )

““ Upon this idea of every gonorrheea cu-
ring itfelf, I gave certain patients bread
‘“ pills ; the patients always got well : but
¢ fome of them I believe not fo foon as they
would have done, had the artificial methods
of cure been employed *. '

(11

(44

ce

¢ Whatever methods are ufed for the cure,
¢ either locally or conftitutionally, it is al-
¢¢ ‘ways neceflary to have in view the poffi-
¢¢_bility of fome of the matter being abforbed,
¢¢ and afterwards appearing in the form of lues
¢« venerea; to prevent which, I fhould be in-
¢ clined to give {mall dofes of mercury in-
‘¢ ternally 4.”

Thus have I brought a fewof the Profeffor’s
{cattered new opinions, and fuch as are refer-
able to the fub_le& before us, to'a focus, and
fet the colle&ion in fo advantageous a light,
that the variety gives a pleafing effe® of each
upon the other: like a variegated land{capes
here are hill and dale, wood and water, lawn

and heath.

It is not the firft time that I have endeavours
ed to poflefs my readers with a fufpicion, that

%* P:llgl: 69, 70 4 Page 80. b
as
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has all along clung to my belief, that the Pyo-
feflor plays off his new opinions in theory, and
reconciles himfelf to adopt our old ones in
pratice. ‘This accounts for his cautious pru-
dence, though reluGantly fet down, of betray-
ing an inclination to givea few dofes of mer-
cury. As I proceed further in this remarkable
| chapter, a chapter that cannot be outdone by
Quivedo himfelf, I find that the Profeffor,
Jnftead of filling up the remainin g pages of it,
| with more fucccefsful cafes of bread pills, with
‘more cafes effe@ted by conftitutional dif; pofitions
wwithout artificial aid, has already difcovered
«an intention to abandon his new ground, and
tto fall into the ranks; familiarly {peaking, to
tbecome one of us ; to engage the enemy with
he {ame weapons that we do; and to be {ub-
jeét to our difcipline. I thall watch this ma-
ceuvre, and if I find it a feint, my readers
all knowit. ‘The fa& 15, that the Profefior
oceeds to treat of the different modes of cure,

ongft all of which, I fee no novelty, that I

ould ftoop to pickup : All methods, that eve-

¥ body knows, or that every body has tried

ooner or later, that have followed the old fathio-

d pratice of curing this difeafe, are ferved

'JIP to our view, like an exhibition of pi¢tures,

f0d fo judicioufly remarked upon by the Pro-

| feflor,

i
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feflor, as fo borrow new { plendour by the frefh
varnifh he lays upon them.

— e

Tihall proceed to give my readers the beft
idea I can of the Profeflor’s opinions, and rules
to be obferved, in the treatment of the gonorrs
heea. |

¢ The firft thing to be confidered 1s, the
¢ mflammation itfelf, whether violent or
¢ mild;, whether common or irritable ; yet
¢ even when this i1s afcertained we have not in
¢¢ all cafes the cure in our power.”’ =.

. ¢ When the {ymptoms are violent, but ﬂf
¢¢ the common inflammatory kind, which 1s
¢ to be colleCted from the attending circums
¢ ftances, particularly the extent of inflamma-
¢¢ tion not exceeding the fpecific diftance, the
¢ Jocal mode of cure may be either irritating
¢ or foothing till the original violence 1s
¢ over. Irritation in the prefent cafe, may be
¢¢ attended with lefs danger than in the irritas
¢¢ ble inflammation, and may alter the fpecific
¢ adtion, but to produce this effe€ it muft be
¢¢ greater than the irritation from the original §*,
sy - J

After

Ll
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«_After all, however, I believe the foothing
£ plan is the beft at thé beginning.”

Here we are treated with a {ublime fhght of
‘the Profeflor, ¢ ifritable. iiiflammation,” he
has undertaken to explain this new epinion by
a note, but, until he adds afecond note to ex=
plain his firft, my readers niuft remain in the
famie ignorance that I do, and be conterit to

guefs at _1115 meaning ; for like every myftery
it is inveloped in dark obfcurity, and hidden
from the reach of vulgar underftanding. As the
reader may percewe from the quotations T have
already given, it is impoffible for me fo E}Lphin
to them the ideas the Profeflor enterfains of the
cure of a gonorrheea, now he brings his new
opinions into play: Nothing can be moré unz
determined than the {yftem he adopts : It can
hardly be called a {yftem: The word charice
as much better fo call itby. All thatI can
colleét from the above extra&s 13, that the ir=
fitating plan is not dangerous, and the foothing
fafe. But dire@ly after, he fays, ¢¢ Nothing
¢ fhould be done that may tend to ftop the
#¢ difcharge.—~The conftitution thould be
'#¢ alteredif pofible. If the conflitution cannot

| ‘#¢ be altered, notluug 1s to be doné but to al-
M “ low
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¢ low the parfs to tire themfelves out by a
¢ cc:ntmuance of the fame action.”

What a forlorn hnpé has the Profefior hung
out to his patient! a gonorrheea may remain
upon him for years ; he muft be thut out from
the moft alluring enjoyments ; he . cannot be
cured ; there is no {pecifick in the catalogue
of remedies. Irritable inflammation may come
on, and then the difeafe becomes {o unruly as
to break over its {pecifick bounds, Itis vain
for him to cry out, that he is tired before the
parts attacked are; for they muft be allowed
¢ to tire themfelves out by a continuance of
¢¢ the fame a&ion.” Go, fays he, to the pa-
tient, you have got a runaway horfe, I can
make you no bridle that will govern him
when he gallops away with you, {fpur himon;
tire him and he will ftop of himfelf; you
may coax him to ﬁup if you can; bl if
neither will avail, I fay again, keep your feat 2

| and tire him out.

I fhall juft lay before my readers one more
extra®, and then get rid of this chapter of
difficulties, as foon as I can, for I may, with
truth, that cannot be impeached affirm, that

anke himfelf, in his effay on human under-~ §t.
I ftand=
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{tanding, is not half fo abftrufe as the Pro-
feflor is, in his effay on animal gonorrheea.
There may be more in his reafon, than is
dreamt of in my philofophy, but1 cannot find
it out, Iconfefs my incapacity,

i
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¢ When the inflammation has confiderably
abated, the difeafe only now remaining
in a mild form, it’fnay be attacked locally,
violence is {lill to be avoided; becaufe it
may bring back the irritation. = At this pe-
riod gentle aftringents may be applied with
a profpeét of fuccefs; or if the difeafe has
begun mildly, and there areno figns of an
inflammatory difpofition either of the com-
mon, or irritablekind ; in order to get rid of
the {pecific mode of ation quickly, an irri-
tating inje€tion may be wfed, which will in-
creafe the {fymptoms for a time, but when it
is left off, they will often abate, or whol-
Iy difappear. Infuch a ftate of parts, aftrin-
gents may be ufed ; for the only thing to be
done, 1s to procurea ceffation of the dif-
charge, whigh 1s now the principle {ymp-
tom.”’

I am confident, that, if a man of fuperior

talents to me, aud with a ftronger difpofition

M 2 ; to
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to fatire, had taken upon him the tafk of pro-
ving the theory of the Profeflor by the teft of
criticifm, the fubje& before us would have
warmed him, and he would have proceeded in
his triumph with more than common rapture;
the brow of the Profeflor would have been
deeply furrowed, and fuch an irritation would
haye been raifed on his feelings, ‘as would
have reached my fympathy. T am only angry
at his miftaking himfelf all this while; from
his fituation, we had a right to expeé, that
every innovation would have been clear and

and the Profeffor’s powers are not equal to
charm us into a wrong perfuafion. Experi-
ment, the touchftone for truth, is the high
road for the Profeflor. But as his friend, the
Abbé Fontana fays, after all, I fear that man
loves better to be admired than ufeful ; mar-

vellous than true ; difficult than important,
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Pﬁge 72. Of the dﬁf‘ﬁﬂt Modes of Pr;;aq
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The meeﬂ'ur dnudes thf; remedms com-
monly recommended 1n gmmrrh{m, nto two
‘kinds, internal and local. The mternal ;'ﬂlne-

he evacuants are principally of the purga-
¥8¢ tive or, dmret,lc kind, every pra&itioner fup-
e poﬁng that he isin poffeffion of the beft re-
‘¢¢_medy; mercury, neutral {alts; nitre.”” The
- Profeflor has no great opinion of thefe remedies.
¢ For what idea” fays he, ‘¢ can we form of
‘*¢ frritation praduced all along the inteftinal
*¢¢ canal curing al{pecific inflammation in the
‘¢t urethra "’ ¢~ Yet” for it 1s impofiible for the
IProfeflor to be pofitive in any opinton but in

¢ purge has even performf:d a cure.”’

¢ Aftringents though often given, yet have
¢ been always condemned by thofe who call
‘® themfelves the judicious and regular prac-
" titioners.”” ‘The Profeffor, ¢ believes that
¢ they

. dies are divided into evacuants and aftringents.

lhis new ones ¢ there are cafes where a brifk -

T S —
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they do not in any cafe leflen the vencreal

inflammation, but certainly they often leflen
the difcharge.” ¢ As that efte@ however:

does not conftitute a cure, it is not neceflary
to produce it.’” The profeflor “ can con-
ceive that the balfams, with fomething elfe,
may help to leflon the difcharge, as thein-
flammation ‘abates.” -

Page 74. Of Local Applications-—different
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Kinds of Injections---irritating---Ses
dative-—~Emollient---Afpringent, — **

¢¢ T.ocal applications may be either internal
to the urethra, external to the pubis, or
both ; all of which will bein many cafes
neceflary. - ‘The internal, or thofe applied to

the urethra, would feem moft likely to cure

this {pecies of difeafe, by coming immedi-
ately into contat with the difeafed parts ;
for if they have any power of action, what-

ever that be, it muft be in oppofition to the

venereal irritation ; therefore we might{up-
pofe, that moft irritations that are not ver

nereal, would tend to a cure ; but certainly
this
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& this isnot the cafe.  If on the contrary, the
.# gpplications are fuch as quiet irntation, they
& muft alfo be of fervice Thefe applica-
«#& tions may be fluid, or folid.”—*¢ By fluid,”
he means ¢ a wath to the fore,” by {folid ¢4
‘& bougee” andat length, he tells us, ¢ that
‘& fluid applications are called inje&ions, and
v#¢ which are without number; but the great
w&¢ variety of in Jeét:n:]s, and every venereal in-
‘¢ flammation getting well during their ufe,
‘¢« ywhich was likewife obferved to happen when
‘¢ internal medecines were given, are ftrong
1ec currt}burating circumftances in favour of
it the ﬂpmmn, that every fuch cumplamt
¢ will in time cure itfelf.”

" This laft obfervation of the Profeffor fhall
linot efcape my notice for a moment. And is
| ii:his all the foundation he has' for unqualified
.aﬁertmns, that injections do net cure a gonor-
itheea, but that gonorrheea cures itfélf? Be-
ficaufe a variety of injections are’ given, and
revery venereal flammation gets well during
ditheir ufe? Is this the fcource from whence
ithe Profeflor draws his ftrong conclufion, that
flievery fuch complaint will in time cure itfelf ?
"The prefumption may carry him further than
'he was aware of ¢ for proof he cannot call it ;

It
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It is prefumption arifing out of a  determined
nbﬁmﬂftﬂ pr1m,:1plfz- 'Df doubting every theory
but his own opinions ; for, he might alfo
have afferted, and it would have been much
more confonant to reafon : That the great va-
riety of injetions given, and every inflams
mation getting well during their vfe, are ftrong
corroborating circumftances in favour of the
opinion, that they may all tend to the fame
end, and that the complaint yields to theic
{pecific power. . Is there but one way to cure
a chancre? Does the Profeflor not give us
hereafter to underftand, that there is more
than one! I afk him this, becaufe I da
not wifh to foreftall the after page that will
tell it. Does he not in bubo advife different
means ? Does he not aid, or change the pre-
paration of mercury in blotches on the fkin ?
In nodes in the bones? In fhort, does he de-
pend upon mercury folely, and in one form
in the cure of all venereal cafes, whete he dd-
mits of the {pecific power of mercury to cure
them 3 If, in thefe inftances, he goes tflmugﬁ
his cure of all fymptoms, and every ftage of
them, without calling into his aid, as new
fymptoms offer, other remedies, or trying
mercury in other forms, I fay, if he does do
fo, then do I yicld all refiftence to all his new
: opinions,




&

%8s, -)

epinions, and upon thefc terms ‘alone do I

admuit, that he has argued more for the honour-
able caufe of inveftigating truth, than for the

contemptible vanity of being fingular.

But the Profeflor might as well have faid,
vou can only convince me that there 1s a {pe-
cific for gonorrheea, as there 1s for chancre

or conftitutional venereal difeafe, by giving |

me proof that there i1s but one {pecific, that
you have that fpecific m your poffeffion, and
that I will fee the application of it, and that
it thall reft with me to determine, whether it
be a {pecific or not. This is what T call a
{pecific in the ftricteft fenfe’; if the Profeflor
means as much, I can only fay, that when he
afferts that there is no fpecific for gonorrheea,
he calls for more preoof than he requires for
chancre, or conftitutional venereal difeafe.

But immediately after this the Profeflor af=
fumes {uch afyftem as I know. nothing fimile aut
Jecundum to it.  He begins to treat of the cure
of -a gonorrheea according to the old ‘opinion,
whilft he is combating the do&rine by his new
one. The favourite maxims inculcated by the
ancients and f{antioned by the moderns, of

- adhering to eftablifhed rules unlefs better can

N be
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be provided, are fpurned by the Profefior;
he has built a new houfe, but will not quit
the old one; he has raifed up a new theory,
but dares not conform a praftice to it; he

“has built upon a fandy foundation indeed !
- The Profeflor may depend upon 1t, that he

1s erring from the rule of right when he
finds fault without being able to amend.
This is what my {ufpicions all along led
me to, and I find them well founded. Does
the Profeflor fend away thofe unfortunate
vitims he devotes to be tired out by a go-
norrheea ! If he does, and for confcience fake,
I will be obliged to him to fend them to me3;
for although I have a confcience alfo, yet I be-
hieve it is not fo delicately wrought as the Pro-
feflor’s ; I thould endeavour to cure them, I
fhould ftill try to prevent all evils (as he calls
them) ghat arife from negle&ted gonorrheea 3
notwithftanding the comfort he has held out to
the contrary, which muft be at leaft as grate-

~ ful to the feelings of the unfortunate patients,

as a wet blanket wrapped over them. But I
am fure the Profeffor will not part with one
of them : the pious fraud of bread pills was
meant to amufe us; to detain his patients,
fomething more, as hereafter will appear, will

 be attempted at leaft by him ; and perhaps
: ‘ what
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what others attempt, but I truft with more
confidence and-{uccefs.

< T fhalldivide, fays he, injetions according
¢ to their particular effets vpon the urethra,
¢ jnto four kinds; the irritating, fedative,
¢« emollient, and aftringent. The '{peciﬁc,l be-
¢ lieve is not yet difcovered, although a mer-
¢ curial mmje&ion, in fome form or other, 1s
¢« by moft people fuppofed to be poffefled of
¢¢ {uch a power, and of courfe this mineral
‘¢ makes part of many of the m_le&mns unw
& in ufe.”

His irritating injetion is cdmpnfed of a fo-
Intion of fublimate. His fedative, of opium,
faccharum faturni, advifing at the fame time
deluting liquors. His emollient, of gum
arabic, milk and water, and {weet oil. And his
aftringent, of the gums, as dragon’s blood, the
balfams, and the turpentines diffolved in wa-
ter; the juices of many vegetables, as oak
bark, peruvian bark, tormentil root, and per-
haps all the metallic falts, as green, blue, and

white vitriols ; the falts of mercury, .smcl alio
alum,

¢¢ Lxternal applications, poultices and fo-
“ mentations—when the glands of the ure-

N 2 ¢ thra
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thra are fwelled, the application ot mercu-
rial ointment may be proper, after the in-
flammation has fubfided. Indeed mercurial
ointment is often applied when in a ftate
of inflammation,” but he {fays ¢ he is not
perfe@ly {atisfied of the ut:hty of fuc.h
2 pra&:ce.
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Such 1s the catalogue of remedies that
the Profeffor has made out for the gratifica-
tion of our eager curiofity, -and quenching our
. uncommon and prefling thirft for informa-
tion. Such is the 1nexhauftible treafure from
this fountain. Here are calculated remedies
for all conftitutions, from the rich king down
to the poor beggar. But } would not with
to turn my back upon my old acquant-
ances ;3 and I hope, although I find them m
company with the Profeflor, that I may be
permitted the honour of recognifing them ;
for, I firmly believe, that there is not a pupil
of two months ftanding in this city, who
does not know all the remedies remarked
upon by the Profeflor, as well as I ‘do. That
they may choofe to throw afide the worfer
part of them, I will not deny, and perhaps
they may be in the right if they did.

¢¢ Irritating
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¢ Trritating injections do not agree with all
inflammations arifing from venereal poifon ;
it may be afked, in what cafes are the ir-
ritating injections to be ufed with advan-
tage? This I have not been able to de-
termine. Where the perinzum is very fuf-
ceptible of inflammation, nor where there
1s a tendency in the bladder to irritation ;
in fuch cafes I have not fucceeded with
them ; they do not only do no good, but
they often do harm, for I have feen them
make the inflammation {pread further n
the urethra, and I think I have reafoa to
fufpeét that they have been the caufe of
abeefles in perinzo.” This laft obferva-

tion the Profeflor qualifies with a note to ex-
plain. ¢ It 1s however to be remarked, that

és
&c

(49

this {ymptom is not always to be attributed
to injections; for it often happens when
none are ufed,”’

Of f.?dative injettions—T'he Profeflor A5

clares for ¢ opium, being perhaps the beft

™

]

[ 34
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fedative we have ; but even opium will not
agree, or alt as a fedative in all parts; on
the contrary, it often has oppofite effects,
producing great irritability. Saccharum fa-
“ turnt
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% turni makes a good fedative aftringent in-

¢ jettion.”

Of emollient injeCtions—he fays, ¢ they f§

‘¢ are the propereft when the inflammation is
‘¢ very great; they are probably firft ufeful
“ by fimply wathing away the matter, and
¢t then leaving a foft application to the part.”
I thall juft put the Profeffor in mind, and

bring to the recollettion of my readers, that §

the Profeflor has all along perfifted, that the

matter could do no' harm’; and here is my

authority for the obfervation : ¢¢ Waﬂlirig of |

¢¢ 3 fore I believe unneceffary; for I i imagine
¢¢ that matter from any fore whatever, 1s al-
¢t ways fuch as cannot ftimulate the fore into
¢ any altion*.”

- Of aftringent inje&ions—¢¢ They fhould
¢« only be ufed at the latter end of the dii-
¢¢ eafe, when it has become mild, and the

¢¢ parts begin to itch. But this fhould be

¢¢ according to circumitances, and if the dif=
¢ eafe began mildly, they fhould be ufed at

¢« the very beginning ; for by gradually lei-

4
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* Page 76.

fening the difcharge without increafing the

|

¢ nflammationy
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¢ {nflammation, we compleat the cure, and
#¢ prevent a continuation of the diﬁ:hnrge,
% called a gleet.” Iamata lofs to determine
to which of the five words, ¢ But, probable,
wé {eldom, happen, and believe,” the Profef-
ifor owes the moit obligation. They certainly
sare his coat of armour, which he puts on when
the combats old opinions; but his new opi-
snions want neither coat of mail, breaft-plate,
or falchin ; they are bold in their own na-
kednefs, are truth itfelf, beft to be admired in
he ftrongeft light, and ¢¢ unadorned, adorned
466 the moft.”

~ Such is the difpofition which the Profeflor
has made for the attack of a difeafe, that, if
but let alone, would cure itfelf. But if any
of my readers be defirous of knowing how
jand when thefe remedies are to be applied, he
will be difappointed in that expe@ation from
kme. For, when the Profeffor conferred upon
3 his ideas, he -ought to have furnithed
‘gus with intelle¢ts to ‘comprehend them.
‘e tells us that the remedies do not always
act alike, that they do good and they do harm:
ometimes this firft, and fo wvice verfa, ring all
*hanges upon them, and their harmony will
{till be the fame ; if you regulate them by the

{cale
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{cale of a country dance, thus, let fedative
and emollient fet corners; figure in irrita=
ting ; and lead down aftringent; then all
four hands round ; right and left : This dif=
‘pofition may do, or it may not do ; thefe-are
my adopted remedies, and I have nothing bet-
ter to offer.

But to be a little more ferious; when a
man comes forth with a voluminous work full
of “innovation in théory ‘only, without any
thing like the fhadow of improvement in
practice, which I proteft to be the cafe in
point, as far as I have now perufed ; to what
good can fuch work tend ? If the difeafe be
not better underftood, if contradi¢tions and
doubts take place of matters of fa&, if the
mark of cure be removed at a greater diftance
from us in proportion as the theory 1s at-
tempted to be changed, and no new remedy
preferred ; where is all that adv antage which
is gained from true knowledge ? Is it to be
found in this performance of the Profefior 2
I have heard of, and I have lived long enough
to be a witnefs to a theory that has helped to
pra&ica, and to a practice that has helped to
theory : fuch have been no {ooner given out

by then refpeitwe authors, than they flathed
I conviction
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conviction on all, and became generally
adopted in {pite of mean oppofition. The
practice of treating putrd fore throats in
a new manner was generally approved from
the theory of Dr. Fothergill. The theory of
treating the {mall pox in a new manner, was
conceived from the praftice of the Suttens.
The giving opium in mortifications, not to
mention his other valuable improvements,
was introduced by Mr. Pott. Do we derive
any fuch”profitable information from the book
before us ? Is there any thing in the eighty-
three pages that I have hitherto examined,
which bids fairer to remove the dreadful {ymp-
toms of a gonorrheea? Or has the Profeflos
done himf{elf credit, or treated with candour
the general {yftem already adopted, when he
denies its efficacy, without being able to pros
duce one more eflicacious 3 when he doubts
every thing, becaufe he would not be {feen to
acquiefce in any thing ; and when, for the
{ake of deviating from the path hitherto trod-
den, he has gone Out of his way, and be-
wildered himfelf and his readers by conftant
errors and palpable contradi&ions ! The re-
{ult of my new opinion is, for I in my turn
have a right to a new opinion, that the Pro-
feflor is more at home with his knife than his

O h pen 3
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pen; that, by a perverfe application of his
mental endowments, he has diminithed and
wafted his reputation; that his anatomical
comparative knowledge was a wedge of gold
to him, the advantageous application of which
he has neglected ; and that he has, by em-

ploying his labour in expanding the leaves be-

fore us, exchanged folid wealth for feeble
fplendour. This ought to have been told to
him in the clofet, but I truft the opportu-
nity may not be now too late.

Page 84. Of the Treatment of the
Conflitution in the Cure of the Go=
norrbaa.

¢¢ So capricious fometimes is this form of
¢¢ difeafe in its cure, that I have feen by an
¢ accidental fever coming on, the difcharge
¢ ftop, the pain in making water go off, and
¢« the gonorrheea finally terminate with the
« fever.’ Asthe Profeflor makes no remark
upon this, 1t 1s to be prefumed, that he
conceived the whole venereal concern to be

at an end. In the only inftance, where I
4 ever
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ever faw a gonorrheea difappear in this man-
ner, the confequence was, that the patient
endured the moft confirmed lues venerea that
ever I have feen in all my pralice. A lieu-
tenant of a man of war was feized with the
fmall pox, whilft a gonorrheea was on him ;
he had.the fmall pox fo very bad, that it was
with great difficulty he recovered : the go-
norrheea left him altogether. He went, as
foon as he recovered from the fmall pox, to
fea, was abfent from England more than
twelve months, and returned in a moft ema-
ciated ftate, with nodes upon his bones, at-
tended with inceffant pains, and a large ulcer
over all the palate, fore-teeth out, and the
bone was a caries. Much mercury had been
given at fea to him, but to no purpofe. He
recovered at Dr. Kelly’s at Knightfbnidge,
by warm bathing, milk diet, deco¢tion of far-
{aparilla, and a little mercury was given, when
his conftitution had been previoufly mended.
Dr. Wright attended him with me. So much
for the fecurity of gonorrheea curing itfelf.
I am inclined to think, that the more a perfon
is out of health, the more likely the vene-
real virus is to be abforbed. At any rate, the
cafe above proves dire&tly the contrary to an
opinion the Profeffor would fix us with : ¢ It

O z € appears
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appears to me beyond a doubt; that no two
actions can take place in the fame conftitu-
tion, at the fame time.”. Here we find
the Profeflor pofitive, but this is one of his
new opinions ; perhaps he is in the right,
We ought to be proudeft of our own children ;
and the more rickety they are, the more pa-~
ternal tendernefs they require from us. Does
the Profeflor pretend to fay, that the virus
was dormant whilft it was abforbing from the
urethra into the habit ?

(a1

3
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¢¢ Unfortunately there are cafes where no
known method leflens the fymptoms ; eva-
¢¢ cuations have produced no abatement, the
¢ ftrengthening plan has been as unfuccefs-
¢t ful, fedatives and emollients have procured
¢ no relief; and time alone has performed
¢¢ the cure,” '

[ ¢

L

~

I am ftill of opinion, that much more might
be done, than, as the Profeflor tells us, hath
been done. And with all {ubmiffion to his
{uperiour power, I fhall repeat an affertion
that I made a few pages back, and although
contrary to the opinion of the Profeflor, I

# Page2,

thall
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all not fhrink from the credit I ftake upon
t. The Profeflor in very pathetic ftrains,
d with much {eeming candour, finding that
je can no longer guide at the helm, abandons
jis poft, and commits his bark to the ftorm.
d could he leave his cafes to the apathetick
ent of time, when he had only called to his
1id the above refources ! All of them feem
me calculated to bring the patients to the
ery  predicament he is about to leave them
Let any man turn to the particular ar-
ficles in the feparate clafles above recited,
d fee if he can find what he himfclf terms
iy thing like a {pecific n the ftrengthening
slan, the fedative, or emollient 3 evacuations
he Profeflor has no more opinion of than I
ave. Where was mercury all this while?
here was his irritating injetion? Why
id he play with the cafes, and fuffer them to
arrive to fuch a defperate height ? I fay that
1 mercurial injection is a fpecific in the cure
f a gonorrheea, and that the cure is only
ade difficult and important from procraftina-
gion ; by permitting the virus to extend its ill
:ffects, and by widening the inflammatory
furface. * Such muft always be the confer
quences, where the application of wercury is
to wait upon the departure of inflammation ;
for




~ but aggravated, if the fpecific power of thd

- minds of my readers, that delay in the curdy

U ey 3
for the difcafe muft not only be protradte

virus be not deftroyed. And I cannot impref]
this momentous concern too ftrongly upon thd

1s the general caufe of all the untowarc
{fymptoms that arife out of gonorrheea. Th
fedatives, the emollients, and the aftringents§
fet down by the Profeflor, ought to be con
fidered as adventitious aids felected to a& u
der the all controuling power of mercury
as flip flops to James’s powder, and as va
rieties of adjuncts are to bark. I hope to hea
no mose of this milk and water {yftem :
Bread pills were bad enough.

Page 88. Of the Treatment of occafiona
Symptoms of Gonorrheza.

The Profeflor fays, ¢ as the followin
¢« fymptoms are only occafional confequence
¢¢ of venereal gonorrheea, being the effects o
¢ an irritation in the urethra, and therefor
¢« not venereal ; they are to be treated in the
« fame manner as if they arofe from anj}
« other caufe.” | }

L oY
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All that I fhall obferve upon the above
inion, is, that thefe occafional confequences
‘(e from the irritating virus on the urethra,
d that what began in virulent inflammation,
permitted to continue any length of time,
il end in a fixed difeafe on the parts, after
the virus that gave caufe to it 1s no more.
other words, I fay that thefe confequences
ill always be found i an aggravated cone
fition, where there has been a neglect of re-
oving the original irritation, or where a go-=
rrheea s left to cure itfelf.

&~

Of Bleedings from the Urethra:

.

"Thefe, the Profeflor obferves, always go off
the ufual time of the cure of a gonor=
hea,

-

Page 89. Of the Chordee.

The Profeflor and I have already offered
ito the reader our differences on this opinion ;

1T fhall not revive them here ; but proceed to
enumerate
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enumerate the remedies he lays down for th
relief of the complaint. Thefe are bleeding i
the arm ; leeches to the part ; poultices wit

camphire in them; fteam of hot water;

opium ; mercury ; cicuta. Ele&ricity, he
fays, ¢ may be of fervice.” ‘The efficacy o
eleCtricity I am difpofed to doubt in a more
general fenfe. “From what I have feen, and
from more information that I have collefted
out of the difinterefted reports of others, I am
convinced, that this fublime elementary 1cience
1s more calculated to enlighten philofophick
purfuits, than to reftore difeafed parts to a
ftate of health. From out of ten thoufand
trials of eleGricity, if we hear of a few {cat-
tered cafes where patients have done well,
thefe are not enough to authorife us to attri-
bute the cure to the power of elettricity, or
to wafte the time of the patient in ufelefs
project.

Page goi
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Page 9o. Of the Treatment of  the

Suppuration of the Glands of the
Uretbra,

Thefe difeafes of the glands the Profeflor
inftructs us to treat the fame as we thoild a
venereal ulcer. ¢ Mercury, he believes, muft
¢ be given.” I fhall make no comment on
this, but refer my readers to what is paft.

Of the Treatment of the Afebion of
the Bladder. |

The Profeflor fufpe&s, ¢ that this fymp-
“ tom fometimes lays the ground-work of
“¢ future irritation in that vifcus, which may
“ prove very troublefome, and even danger-
“ ous, but this 1s only conjeture” with
him ; but with me it is more than conjeCture.
This 1s one of the local evils out of many

more, not to mentien the evils that arife from
abforption, that will moft certainly fucceed
¥ from
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from negleted gonorrheeas, or from fuch as
are abandoned to their own cure. . This is one
of thofe fymptoms whofe evil confequences
may be {o attached to us, and fo deeply rooted
in us, that it cannot be thaken off'; that may
not only attend us, but haften us to our end,
This 1s fuch an evil as is too complex for the
ignorant to cure, and too important for the
vain- to defpife, that ought to be guarded
againft, and not waited for, that ought to be
refifted by anticipation. For the Profeffor,
after all his parade about the harmlefs fim-
plicity of gonorrheea, confefles that, ¢ in
<« {pite of every attempt, the affection of the
¢¢ bladder often continues for a confiderable
¢ time, producing other fympathies in the
¢¢ neighbouring parts.”” The cure, he fays,
confifts in opiate clyfters, warm bath, bleed-
ing, but with caution 1f it arifes’ from fympa-
thy—leeches to the perinzum—opiate plafter
to the region of the pubis—Dblifter to the pe-
ringuin, :

Page g1.
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Page o1. Of the Treaimens. of the
Swelled Tefticle.

For the cure of this the Profeflor inftructs
us to bleed; foment; poultice; to apply
leeches ; vomits may be thought on; opi-
ates ; mercury ; but the: laft when hardnefs

remains after inflammation has {ubfided, &c,
&C- &C- _ . 4 . %

It may be a matteér of fome curiofity, if not
of importance, to be ‘able to diftinguith
whether the profeffor 1s ferious m the opi*#
nion, that all gonorrheeas ceafe without me-
dical help ; or whether he is fo only when he
preferibes the moft important remedies that
are to be found in all the whole Materia Me-
dica, for the cure of the dangerous confe-
quences arifing out of gonorrhoea.  If he takes
up the one ferious, the other muft be of
courfe a jeft. If gonorrheea cures itfelf, if
it needs no medical help, if the moft igno-
rant fucceed in their treatment of it, why
does the Profeffor draw forth fo power-
ful an array of remedies ? Is it not as equally

P2 ridiculous
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ridiculous, as it would be in a commander in
chief to lead forth a whole army to deftroy a
gnat for giving a fting ?

¢« It 1s generally a long time before the
{welling of the tefticle entirely {ubfides.
It 15 ftill much longer before the epidydi-
¢ mis comes to its natural ftate, and indeed
¢¢ often years before it returns to its natural
¢ fize and {oftnefs, and fometimes it never
< .gdoes.’s

€
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The reader will be pleafed to mark the
counter paragraph to the above from page 8.
¢« A fwelled tefticle, in confequence of the ra-
¢¢ dical cure in the hydrocele, does not {fub-
¢¢ {ide after inflammation is gone, in as many
¢¢ weeks, as the fwelled tefticle, in confe-
¢¢ quence of its {fympathy with other parts,
¢« does in days; and probably the reafon of
¢¢ this 1s, that it arifes from {ympathy.”
Only let men alone who fet off’ upon a wrong
theory, and they will entangle themfelves.
If I were invidioufly to feek for contraditions,
I fhould defpair of coming ever to a cons
clufion.

United
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United with the {ubje&s of the affe&tion of
ithe bladder and {welled tefticle, we find the
mew opinion on {ympathy again brought for-
swward by the Profeflor ; 1f it had not been here
wobtruded upon us by him, I certainly fhould
inot have provoked its revival : And as I am
:already too fenfible, how the Profeflor muft
fecl upon the occafion, I would not wifh in
‘the leaft to be acceflary to further dlfgrace s
and much lefs therefore, would I aim to
make {o ignominious a ftain indelible, by en-
larging upon the theme. I will therefore only
fay, in addition to- what I have already faid,

that {ympathy is a corporeal effe& from a
mental caufe, and that fuch authorities as

South, Lock, and Johnfon define it .to be,
the quality of being affe@ted by the affe@ion
of another. Yet the Profeflor hugs his new
opinions, and hugs his new idea of {ympathy,
as a barren woman hugs the infant of another
mother ; both alike foothing the infirmities

of their nature by the {ame falfe and flatter<
ing illufion.

If an expreflion has efcaped me, that may
be conftrued perfonal to the profeflor, I defire
once for all to fay, that I never can meanits

for
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for the Profeflor has my eﬁecm ad tes
fpect. 1

To refift ufelefs and flimfy innovations, to
do away empty new opinions, to penctrate
into the defign of contraditory affertions ari=
fing out of confufed ideas where I could, amf
to reftore truth to its angmal pnﬂ:lue Vlguur,
ought not, and could not be done with tame-'
nefs ; Juvenal tells us, that in fuch a o.:a.ﬁ’:’!T
Stulta eft clementia.

I fhall only ftay my further obfetvations for
the prefent, I thall perfift in them through-
out the Profeffor’'s work at my firft leifure
hours. * T have already gene through ninety-
three pages, obferved upon, as well as my
abilities and time would perimt his general '
{fyftem, and gmmlrhccl in particular. The
tatlk may be thought by fome invidious, but_
I will do my duty.

PraRi N L



