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Tranflator’s Preface.

T is obfervable that of all the
difeafes which afflict the human
body, there is perhaps none in
which powerful remedies have been
applied with more diligence and
lefs fuccefs, than in the Puerperal
Fever. Dr. Denman obferves that
this difeafe occafions the death of
moft of the women who die in
child-bed ; and it is faid in this
report, that every woman who was
attacked with it in the Hotel-Dieu
of Paris, died, till the method of
cure here recommended was a--
dopted. Every attempt, therefore,
to
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to facilitate and rendér certain the
cure of a difeafe fo rapid and fatal,

cannot but merit the public atten-
tion and regard.

" The {uccefs of Dr. Doulcet’s
method of cure, was fo brilliant,
and fo uniformly the fame in the
Hotel-Dieu of Paris, that it engaged
the attention of the French Go-
vernment ; and the fafts recorded
in the Report are fo well authenti-
cated by the phyficians who figned
it, whofe learning and probity do
~ honour to the profeffion, that I
thought the whole highly worth a
tran{lation; and I doubt not but
the candid part of the faculty, who
rejoice at every thing which can
promote the health and fafety of
‘the public, will think with me on

this {ubject.
I kave
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I have been informed, that the
{fame method of cure has been a-
dopted fince in different parts of
France, and that it has been at-
tended with the fame {uccels as 1n
the Hotel-Dieu. Thefe accounts,
it muft be confefled, are highly
flattering, and fuch as give the
method of cure here propofed, a
claim to ferious attention and im-
partial trial; but we cannot confider
the eflicacy of it as fully afcertained,
till a much greater number of trials
of 1t have been made in different
places, and by different phyficians. -

It is neceflary however to remind
the reader, that the fuperior efhi-
cacy of the method of cure here
recommended, confifts wholly in
its early application, namely, in
the very moment when the difeafe

COMmMENCces ;
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commences ; that the lofs of a few
hours only, renders the {uccefs
fomewhat precarious. It is necef-
fary, therefore, that this circum-
ftance be conftantly held in view
in every trial of this remedy, and
that the time of its firft application
be exaétly marked in every hiftory
of fuccefsful or unfuccefsful cafes.

That the cure of a difeafe fhould

depend on the timely application
of a remedy, is no new idea In
practice. In acute difeafes, the
praftitioner’s fuccefls depends in a
great meafure on the accuracy of
his judgment in this refpect : but
few difeafes occur, in which the
lofs of the firft moments of attack
are of fuch hazardous confequence,
as in the Puerperal Fever. In
hofpitals, therefore, it is highly

advifable
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advifable to adopt the method
praftifed in the HoTeL-Digu of
Paris; at leaft the nurfes, who are
always prefent, thould be inftru¢ted
to give the remedy here recom-
mended. For the fafety of private
families likewife, both in town and
country, 1t is to be wifhed, that
every midwife and nurfe could be
acquainted with this fimple and
fucceflsful method of cure; thus
far at leaft it would be ufeful, that
by exhibiting the proper dofe of
Ipecacuanha on the firft appearance
of the difeafe (which is here fuf-
ficiently charaéterifed to be known)

time would be allowed to call in
more proper afliftance.

It may indeed be objetted, that
nurfes are improper judges of the
fymptoms which charatterile a dif-

cafel
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gent of the Faculty of Medicine at
Paris, and one of the Phyficians of the
Hotel-Dieu.

Read at a Meeting of the Royal Medical Society,
held at the Louvre, the 6th of Sept. 1782.

e VN D, P W SO TR s e

T HE memoir upon which the Royal

Medical Society has been confulted
by government, and of which we are now
ordered to give an account, contains the
defcription and treatment of a difeafe

which has attacked lying-in women in the
B Hotel-
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Hotel-Dieu of Paris; and which has made
its appearance in that hofpital at different
times, but more frequently than ever, fince
the year 1774. The late M. Doulcet
found a method of curing this difeafe, ex-
tremely fimple, and which has never yet
failed of fuccels {ince it has been employed;
although before this method was made ufe
of, the difeafe had always been fatal to
every woman who had been attacked with
it in that hofpital.

This difeafe comes on fuddenly, with-
out any previous {ymptom to announce
its -approach®; and this often happens
after a pregnancy the moft exempt from
accidents, and after the moft happy de-
livery. It commonly appears the third
day after the woman is brought to bed:

* In many women the attack was fudden without any
apparent caufe or preceding indifpofition *.

¥ Leake on the Child-led Fever, p. 40,

fome-
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fometimes fooner, feldom later "._ In %s
commencement the belly is affeted with
confiderable diftenfion, and becomes ex-
tremely painful, without any dimiution

of the lochia which fhill continue to flow =,
The

® Dr. Leake obferves that this difeafe fometimes came
on foon after delivery, and at other times, though rarely,
it has been known to appear as late as the fifth or
fixth day *. But Dr. Denman thinks that this Fever.
comes on fometimes at a much later period than is
commonly fufpeéted +.

© The quantity of the Jockia is frequently not at all
diminifhed, at other times it 1s very much leffened : what
flow are fometimes very feetid, and in fome cafes this
difcharge is totally fupprefled .

Dr. Leake’s account of the ftate of the lockia is fome-
what different. The lockia, fays he, from firlt to laft,
were not obftrufted nor deficient in quantity, neither
did the quality of this difcharge feem to be in the leaft
altered from its natural flate §. '

But Dr. Denman tells us that an inftantaneous change
or fuppreflion of the lockia takes place, though he thinks
that a fuppreflion feldom happens |.

® Leake on the Child-bed Fever, p. 4o0.

+ Denman on Puerp, Fevery p. 7+

§ White on the management of pregnant and lying-in women, p. 16,
§ Leake on the Child-bad Fever, p. 53.

| Denman, Lo, Citat, p. g,
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{cene about the end of the third or be-
ginning of the fourth day .

On opening the bodies, there is found
in the cavity of the abdomen as much as
two and fometimes three pints of an ex-
travafated fluid," which has been thought

to

f Nature does not feem to have followed invariably
any certain law with refpeét to the termination of this
malady. Both fuccefsful and fatal terminations of this
difeale  have happened at very different periods. Dr.
Denman thinks that the eleventh from the firft attack
is moft commonly the day on which the patient dies ¥,

Dr. Hulme obferved that the difeafe proved mortal
on any day from the fifth to the twelfth after delivery +.

With Dr. Leake the patient was obferved to die
generally on the tenth or eleventh day from the firft
attack ; and in one cafe as late as the fifteenth 1.

Thofe who were affeéted with this difeafe in the year
1746, died between the fifth and feventh day after
delivery §.

Thele varieties feem to depend on the violence of
the difeale, the conftitution of the patient, and the aw

* Effay on the Puerp. Fever, p.13.

+ Treatife on the Puerp. Fever, p. 17.

+ Leake on the Child-bed Fever, p. 59.

§ Hiflsire de I Acad. des Sciences, Pan 1746, p. 160,

and
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to be of the nature of milks, refembling in
all its appearances unclarified whey ; of a

feetid

and other circumfitances in which the patient is placed;
and in fome degree perhaps on the epidemic conflitution
of the {ealon.

¢ It is difficult to conceive upon what foundation
phyficians have fuppofed that the extravafated fluid
found in the abdomen after death in the Puerperal Fever,
1s of the'nature of milk, 'We cannot fuppofe that it has
been fecreted in the glands of the breafls: if fo, by
what vellels was it carned into the abdomen in the form
of milk, unmixed with other fluids? It is fuppofed to
have been depofited in the abdomen in the form of
milk, and there to have fuffered a [eparation of its parts,
the cheely matter being faid to appear in the form of
curd, and leaving a fluid in the form or appearance of
unclarified whey.——But thefle are 1deas and expreflions
too crude for {cientific men to adopt, being inconfiftent
with a juft conception of the firuéture and funétions of
the human body; and have only crept in here from
inattention, and too eafly a compliance to vulgar opinions.

Dr. Denman has confidered this matter in a more
Juft point of view, in giving an account of the appearances
on diffeétion in about forty women whom he had an
opportunity of infpefling. Amongft other appearances
he obferves, that * the inteflines were inflamed chiefly
in the peritonzal coat, adhered in many places, and
were much inflated. Inflammatory exfudations and
SERUM extravalated in the cavity of the abdomen have

-
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thing has been tried to anfwer thefe indi-
cations, and every thing has milcarried.
Ipecacuanha 1tfelf, which 1s the bafis of
the method of cure here recommended,
had no more fuccefs than other remedies,
till by chance M. Doulcet happened to be
prefent at the very moment when a woman
newly brought to bed, was attacked with
the difeafe. It commenced with vomiting ;
and M. Doulcet happily feizing the indi-
cation, ordered fifteen grains of Ipeca-
cuanha to be taken in two doles, which
were again repeated the next day. It
atted both by vomit and flool, and the
evacnations were followed with a remark-
able diminution of all the fymptoms; the
alvine dejetions were fupported with an
oily potion, with the addition of two
grains of Kermes Mineral; and the patient
~was faved.

Inftruéted by a fuccefs fo unexpeéted,

M. Doulcet perceived the importance of
C the
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which has never yet failed of fuccefls fince
it was applied, confifts in taking  the
advantage of the moment of attack, and
giving, without lofing an inftant of time,
fifteen grains of Ipecacuanha in two dofes,
at the diftance of an hour and an half from
each other, and repeming'them again the
next day in the fame manner, whether the
violence of the {ymptoms be abated or
not: and i1f the difeale fhould continue
much the fame, they are repeated again
the third, and even the fourth day, ac-
cording as the cafe may require. In the
intervals between the dofes, the effeét of
the Ipecacuanha is kept up by a potion
compofed of two ounces of oil of Sweet
Almonds, one ounce of fyrup of Marfh-
Mallows, and two grains of Kermes Mi-
neral. The common drink is Linfeed Tea,
or an infufion of Scorzoneraroot, edulco-
rated with fyrup of Althea; and towards
the feventh or eighth day of the difeafe the
patient takes a mild purgative, which is

(' o reneated






[o387 ]
thod of cure prefent, it will evidently
appear to confift in a metaflalis of the
milk, which falls on the abdominal vif-
cera at the very moment when it ought

to flow to the breafts’. This metaftafis it is

of

! The doftrine of metaftafis 1s of very ancient date
in the fchools of phyfic, but in many cafes where the
term is applied, the doélrine 1s not eafly to be underflood.
The moderns have made {ome attempts to elucidate
it, but nothing very fatisfaétory has been yet publithed
" onthe fubjeét. In general, metaltafis feems to be little
more than a term of convenience, comprehending cer-
tain appearances in difeafe which the prattitioner does’
‘not underftand. According to the ancients, Metaflafis
proprie dicitur quando alio morbo quicfeente, tranflata alio
materia, novum morbum excitat. Gorraeus. Galen tells
us that, Proprie morbi metaftafis appellatur, quum ex parte
una inalteram, malum migrat. Comm. in aph, Hipp. lib.
5+ aph. 7. This tranflation of morbific matter was
fuppoled in many inftances to take place in the moft
rapid and irregular manner to very diftant parts of the
body, contrary to every known law of the animal
@conomy. 1 do not mean to deny the poffibility of
a metaflafis of morbific matter in every cafe wherein
it has been fuppofed to take place, but moft of the
phenomena, on which the doftrine of metaflafis has
been founded, may be explained on more rational princis
ples, by fuppofing them to arife from the different ftates,
and the variations in the aétion, of the folids of the body.

During the time of geflation, the uterine vellels are

confliderablv
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perfeét deﬁ:riptiou of it 1n his book De

Morkis Mulierum . Willis publifhed a good
| hiftory

* Hippocrates has recorded the [ymptoms of this
difeale with fufficient accuracy to charafterize it, though
he gave it no name. Thefe fymptoms, however, are
not recorded in any regular connefted order, as we
now give the hiftory of a difeafe: fome of them are
repeated in different places, but they are all arranged
under the fame head, as appertaining to puerperal fub-
jefts, and are fuppofed to arfe from an obftruétion of
the lochia. His account 1s as follows :

Si vero el (puerperz) non procedat purgatio, evenit
ut eam febris et horror detineat, et uti venter magnus
evadit. Quod fi eam attigeris totum corpus dolet, pre-
cipueque i quis ventrem attigerit; {ubindeque oris
ventriculi morfu confliétatur, lumborum dolore vexatur,
cibi faftidium adeft, vigiha et corporis compunétio.
Deinde quinto aut feptimo die quandoque venter extur-
batur, et nigra fubindeque admodum graveolentia de-
mittit, et urina qualis afininaredditur. Qua fi fubeant
melius ilh effe videtur, curaque adhibitabrevi convaielcit,
alioquin in periculum veniet ne ei vehemens alvi pro-
fluvium fuccedat, et puerperii purgamenta in occulto
delitefcant. Pulfus debiles funt, interdum vero etiam
acutl, modo elati modo deficientes. Hac ineunte morbo

patitur, et fic [e habet; procedente autem tempore, cavae
facier partes rubefcunt. Quibus ita habentibus cibos
leves exhibeto, et fi quidem turgeat, medicamentum per
inferiora purgans propinato, fi biliofa quidem fuerit quod
bilem purget, fin autem pituitofa quod pituitam, Poft

hoc
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hiftory of it in the laft century!; we fhall
not dwell on the different authors who
have

hoc uteris fomentiim ex odoratis adhibendum, et interdiu
emolliens i {ubdititio apponendum.——At fi venter ei
non exturbetur, neque purgatio {ponte prodeat, nequé
er cito convenientia adhibeantur remedia; tempus autem
procedat, a multis commemoratis affligetur, quibus ac-
cedet ut in periculum veniat ne velut plumbum livelcat
et in aquam intercutem incidat—Pereunt aitem aliz;
alio tempore, pro ut corpus et affeftio {e habet ¥,

This account agrees in every article with the modern
hiftories of the Puerperal Fever; and is a convincing
proof of the attention and accuracy of this great man,
the juflly efteemed father of medicine, and of the

uniformity of the operations of nature in every age of
the world:

! Willis was born in Wiltfhire in the year i622, and
died in London in 1675. He ftudied in Oxford, where
he took a dottor's degree in 1660. He acquired con-
fiderable fame; both at home and abroad, by his Cerebrs
Anatome et Nervorum defcriptio et ufus, which he pub:
lithed in 1664, and was the firlt who gave a moderately
accurate account of the ftru€lure of the brain and ner-
vous {yftem. He was deemed an unfuccefsful praéti-
tioner, if we may give credit to an anecdote recorded
6f Charles the fecond, who ufed to fay, laughing, * That
Willis had robbed him of more fubjets than the army
of an enemy would have done,” In the {ixteenth chapter

v Hipp: oper. oms Ed Fats, tom. 1, e, 5, p- 169.and 170,
de
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have only fpoken of it fince that time,

¥ o 4 L :
" thout entering into a particular account
W

fof the difeafe ; but pafs on to more recent
. "tf:s. M. Col-de Villars and Fontaine
'. i it in the year 1746 in the Hotel-Dieu,
t M. Ant. de Jufficu treated of it at
Yihe fame time in the capital ™. M. Pouteau
| obferved

,.F.:ﬁnéu,; he treats ‘de Puerperarum Febribus. He calls
€ Puerperal Fever of latter writers a Febris Putrida,
127, and fays that he had known purple {pots appear
) ome cales; nowi in quibufiam maculas purpureas ap-
'e, p- 129. He acknuwledge‘s that thns Fever was
general fatal, and feems to give the hiftory of a few
1 *'-"-‘- with fome relufiance, as the method of treatment
;ZF'._ almofl always unfuccefsful. But this was not pe-
fliar to the praftice of Dr. Willis, the ‘moderns till
itely having had no better fuccefs.
¥
= Antoine de Fuffien is faid to have been the firft in
f¥ance who oplerved this difeafe, in the winter of the
I? 46{-
fhw celebrated ph}rﬁman was born at Lyons, in the -

£ 1686, and died in 1758. He was admitted of the
“culty of Paris in 1712, and was afterwards profellor
* botany at the king's garden. In 1718 he made fome
difcoveries on the cffefts of Jfimarouba in the
entery, which was very frequent that year at Paris,

i3 ® Hif. de I' Acad, des Sclences, Lec. Citato, '

™

<
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obferved the fame difeafe in 1750 in the

Hotel-Dieu of Lyons; he gave a defcrip-
tion of it in his Melanges de Chirurgre. We
read fimilar obfervations concerning it,
in the works of Peu, Puzos, Levret, and,
many others. But within thefe few }rears':
the Englifh have entered into a more par-;
ticular inquiry concerning it. This difeafe
was epidemic in London and feveral parts
of England in 1768 and following years,
where the phyficians gave it the name of
the Puerperal Fever®. It 1s delcribed at
large in the works of Denman, Johafon,
Millar, Manning, Home, Kerkland, and
Butler, and more particularly in the works
and had in moft cales refifted the effels of Ippecacuanha,
which was firlt recommended, and much celebrated in
the Dyfentery by Helvetius. A detail of thele experiments
is inferted in the memoirs of the academy . [eiences for
the years 1729 and 1731. He became famous for his

knowledge of botany, and publifhed feveral ufeful
pieces on that fubjelt. Eloy. .

» Dr. Strother in his Crificon Febrium, about the year
1716, was the firft, according to Dr. Hulme, who ga
this Fever the name of the Puerperal Fever. :
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of White, Hulme, and Leake; and laflly in
| .Lbe learned differtations publilhed at Edin-
"iﬁmrgh by Johnftone and 5]:&u ghter. To,
what thefe authors have faid we fhall join
| ;famc obfervations which have been com-
| municated to us, and which, in 1';777, were
| entered in the regifters of the Prima
4 Men/is © of the faculty of medicine of Paris
by M. Sigault, who had obferved and
treated this difeafe at the fame time that

i .

f * On the firlt of every month, twelve doftors, mem-
* bers of the college, or faculty of Paris, are called toge-
rﬂu:r, to give an account of the reigning difeales of the
1 ?receding month, and to communicate {uch obfervations
. @ they may deem worthy of notice. This meeting 15
- called Pruma Menfis, as being held the firdt day of every
| month. In the time of any epidemic difeafe which is
\dlatming to the public, or which has any thing pecu-
| iar in its charaéter, thele obfervations are fometimes
['-gnblimtd. _ _

It is to be lamented that the college of London, and
: i indeed all the Licentiates at large, do not form a fimilar
"¢ eflublifhment for the fame purpéfes. It would be a fin-
t gular advantage to the younger part of the faculty, and ;
'8 in fome mealure neceffary in a metropolis like this,
 where fo many perflons are allowed to praéiife wha
! have never had any medical Academical education, nor
i taken a degree in medicine,

Do M. Solier




. %

[ 20 ]
M. Solier was a witnefs of its ravages in
the Hotel-Dieu of Pars, and committed
his obfervations to the fame colleétion.
M. Doublet has likewife communicated to
the faculty of Paris, many faéts of the
fame nature, which he obferved in the
Holfpice ? de Vaugirard from the month
of November 1781 to the prefent time:
and M. de la Roche, a phyfician of Ge-
neva, has juft read to the Royal Society
of Medicine, a very learned work on the
Puerperal Fever, which he had an oppor-

tunity of {eeing in his own country.

If we compare the deferiptions of thefe
writers with that of the fame difeafe, as it
appeared in the Hotel-Dieu of Paris, we
{hall find in them all, as well as in this,
that there was a fudden attack, a painful
tumefattion of the lower region of the
belly accompanied with Fever on the days

P Hofpice is a kind of hofpital, appropriated to the
reception of {trangers,

immediatel_‘,ﬂ;
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immediately following delivery; in all, the
difeale 1s obferved to be dangerous, rapid, |
and extremely fatal; often epidemic, and |
{ometimes contagious; in every defcrip-
tion a Diarrhza is obferved to attend
fooner or later?; but the f{tate of the
lochia, the {ecretion of the milk, the or-
gans affeCted, the ftate of the pulfe and
ftrength, and the appearance of the fluids
evacuated, are not in every account the

{fame.

All agree that the lochia fometimes flow
freely to the end of the difeafe ; but they
are often obferved to be diminifhed, or

4 The loofenefs fometimes comes on immediately, at
others, when the difeafe hath continued three or four
days; but it conftantly attends, and cannot be removed
without the greateft danger as well as difficulty,’ till the
termination of the difeafe *.

I never faw this Fever appear with any degree of vio-
lence, fays Dr. Leake, but it was always attended with
an obftinate Diarrhza .

* Denman's Effsy on the Puerp. Fever, p, 13,
t Leakg on the Child-bed Fever, p. 49,

totally
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totally fupprefled, fo that fome phyficians
have confidered this fuppreflion as the
caufe of the difeafe”", But the Englifh
~ authors in particular do not regard this

fymptom as univerfal. It is however true
~ in general, that this funftion is always

more or lels altered from its natural ftate
and if we confider, that, in this difeafe in
. the year 1746, and in the Hotel-Dieu
. fince 1774, and again at Vaugirard, as
obferved by M. Doublet, the breafts. were
conftantly empty and flaccid, and that the
. belly began to fwell, and obftruétions to
be formed at the very moment when the
breafts ought to have filled with milk, we

~ + This was the general opinion of phyficians till the
! year 1746, when this Fever began to be more particularly
attended to. Nor are phyficians unanimous on this
head at prefent. - Van Swieten, though he allows that a
derangement of the fecretion of the milk, and a tranl-
lation of the lafteous matter on fome vifcus may produce
the Puerperal Fever, yet he admits with Boerhaave,
that a fuppreffion of the lockia is alfo fometimes a caufe

of it*. See note s.

e e

® Vide Comm, in Boerh, aph, tom, 4, p. 608, ¢f fof.

| {hall
[ a_};{ /7% %ffﬁ/ffff—-’ %‘: Z #’{;ﬁ:%ﬂ-?:-ﬁ&;
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{hall find it difficult to believe that a de-
rangement of the natural {ecretion of this
fluid is not the principal caufe of thefe
kinds of morbid affeCtions®. The obfer-

vations

* This is the opinion of the French writers in general,
and we muft confefls it has great appee{rance of pro-
bability ; but on further confideration, I apprehend, we |
fhall find fufficient reafon to diffent from them, and from. |
the learned phyficians who have drawn up this Report.
It is very juftly obferved below, that in éver}r defc:ip-
tion of this fatal difeafe, it uniformly appears, either
as an inflammatory or as a putrid Fever. We find
likewife from diffe€tions, that in fome cafes the uterus
1s affefted with phlegmonous inflammation ;  in others
it is found in its natural ftate. It is further remarkable
in the accounts of this difeale, that when it has appeared
in its inflammatory charaéter, the uterus has been found
affefted with inflammation, and when it has affumed
its putrid form, the uterus was in its natural ftate; from . |
which we may juflly conclude, that the znflammatory.
Puerperal Fevér 1s generally, if not conftantly, owing to
an inflammation of the uterus; but when it appears asa
putrid difeafe, it is owing to very different caules.

When the difeafe arifes from an inflammatory flate
of the uterus, the lochial difcharge will of courfe be
deranged, if not totally fupprelled ; but this ought nat
to be conflidered as a caufe of the difeale, but in this
cafe as an effeét of local inflammation.

Aninflammation of the uterus may be produced by

various
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vations which M. Doublet has been {o
kind as to communicate to us, feem to

e prove

“ various caufes : if it has been injured or hurt in delivery,
if the efforts to dilate the o5 nfernum have been too
violent, if the placenta has been feparated too haftily
and roughly, or if the belly has been bound too tight
after delivery, an inflaimmation will fometimes take -
. place, elpecially in women of ftrong robuft habits, whofe
. fibres are tenfe, and the aftion of the folids is vigorous
and ftrong; for women of this charafter are fooner
. affefted with inflammation in thefe circumftances than
. thofe of weak and lax habits of body.
The putrid Puerperal Fever has all the effential cha-
' ralters of the Putrid Fever, the Tjyphus of Dr. Cullen.
. The heat is not violent; the pulfe 1s fmall, weak, and
| quick ; there is a fudden and great proftration of flrength;
- and the matters evacuated are highly feetid, Thele are
likewife the leading features and charaéieriflic fymptoms
. of the Putrid Fever. Dr. Cullen gives the following
- chara&er of the Typhus: Calor parum aullus; pulfus
é debilis, parvus, plerumque frequens; [fenforii funiliones
p!unmz:m turbate ; to which we may add from Sauvages,
artubus interea maxime proftratis. This difeale, like the Pu-
trid Fever, is often epidemic and contagious; itismolt fre-
quent and fatal in hofpitals, in clofe confined and crouded
fituations where the air is foul; it is increafed by every
| thing which tends to generate a putrid miafma ; from
which I think We may conclude, that it is, i its ellential
charafter, a Putrid Fever, and all the ﬁnguiantu.s
wherein

“
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prove the affirmative. This phyfician has
remarked, that many nurfes, 1in the
Holpice

wherein it feems to differ from it, may eafily be accounted
for from the {tate and condition of the patients.

We cannot wonder that weak and delicate women,
immediately after delivery, fhould be eafily affetted b]r
morbific caufes, which tend to induce debility and pu-
trefcency on the fyftem. They are already much
weakened, the body is in a ftate of great irritation, and
their minds are naturally anxious from the nature of their
fituation. They are difpofed therefore to be affefied
by fuch morbific caufes, as would, at another time, pros
duce little or no effeét. _

In this ftate of morbid debility and irritation, the
attions of the fyltem are performed with great irregula-
rity. We often find in the Low, Nervous, and Putrid .
Fever, partial heats, irregular pulfations of the arteries,
and wandering pains, arifing from fpafmodic ftriftures,
particularly in membranous parts, in which inflamma-
tion is frequently produced, which however is rather
of the eryfipelatous than phlegmonouskind : congeftions
are often formed in particular parts, which increale in
proportion as the flrength is diminifhed : the fecretions
are greatly altered from their natural ftate, fome being
fupprefled, and others preternaturally increafed. When
this ftate of the body takes place, as in the Puerperal
Fever, at the very moment when the milk ought to be
determined to the breafts, it is impoflible that this
glandular fecretion fhould not be greatly deranged, if
not wholly fufpended.

From this account then of what really happens in thefe

E Fevers,
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‘Hofpice de Vaugirard, in whom the fectes

tion of the milk had been deranged by
fome

f’evers, it appears that the tranflation of what has been
called lateous matter on the abdominal vifcera, and
Likewife the inflammation of the inteflines and omentum
found after death, are to be confidered rather as the
effefts than the caufes of this Fever.

* Many reafons offcr why a derangement of the fecretion
of the milk cannot be admitted as the caufe of the Puer-
peral Fever ; but thefe cannot be enlarged upon in the
form of anote. I fhall however mention one, founded
on obfervation: It is obferved in this Report, that M.
Doublet had feen the true Puerperal Fever terminated
by an univerfal lafteous fwelling, which he calls a Lafleous
Anafarca. Here then the Puerperal Fever was termi-
nated, and a morbid depolition of what is thought to be
a lafteous matter left in the body, which produced a new
difeafe. Several cafes are mentioned of a depofition
of a fimilar matter on different parts of the body, in the
Fournal de Medecine, tom. 1, I'an. 1754, tom. 12, p. 56,
ibid. p. 153, tom. 21, p. 112, &c. But in all thele
cafes where the difeafe arofe from a fimple depolfition
"of a ferous or lafteous matter, whether it was diffufed
through the cellular membrane, or fell upon fome:
particular organ or part of the body, it was a chronic
difeale, a fpecies of Dropfy, attended with a {low con-
tinued Fever and a wafte of the other parts. Nor can
we eafily conceive that a depofition of fuch a fluid,
confidered in itfelf, can produce any other difeafe than

this. A little refletion likewile will convince us, that
the
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fome accident, experienced a metaftafis on

the lower region of the belly, accompanied
with

the derangement of the fecretion of the milk in the
firft inflance, muft arife from fome caufe already exifting
in the body. This caufe appears to be no other than
{pafmodic {triftures affeling the lafteal fyftem, and
occafioned by the Puerperal Fever itlelf. The dérangej
ment of the {ecretion of the milk therefore, and a mor-
bid tranflation of a ferous humour to fome vilcus, are
not the caufes but the effefs of this Fever. :
The Puerperal Fever has frequently the charafters of
the /ynockus of Dr. Cullen; thatis, in its commence-
mant it is attended with fymptoms of inflammation :
thefe, however, foon go off, and it aflumes its true
charafter, that of a Putrid Fever. It isin this cafe that
phyficians have been fo much divided in opinion con-
cerning- the ule of the lancet. There is certainly no
difeafe that requires more mature judgment to dire&
the ufe of it, than this. In London, and I apprehend
in all large cities, the fynochus is met with much more
frequently in common prattice, than a true inflammatory
Fever. The firfk appearances of this difeafe, are apt to
deceive the incautious and unexperienced praftitioner,
who does not forelee the great debility that will foon
take place. 1 am perfuaded, from what I have feen,
that great mifchief is frequently done by bleeding in the
commencement of this Fever; and the effefis muft fhill
be worfle in the Puerperal Fever, where the fubfequent
debility is often much greater, Levret obferves, apho-
sifm gg5, that he had never feen one woman efcape
E 2 after
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with the fame fymptoms and the fame
dangers as in the Puerperal Fever, though
this (hould happen many weeks after de-
livery. He makes a general divifion of
the Puerperal Fevers which he had feen,
into three fpecies. The firft he calls Ephe-
mere, which are of little confequence,
and which take place within the firft
twenty-four hours after delivery. Thefe-
only confift in a painful but tranfient
tumefaétion of the belly, and which at firlt
threatens a metaflafis on the lower part
of the abdomen ; and is accompanied with
f‘ever, which however foon goes off, and
yields to the natural flow of the milk which
ﬂiﬂ-‘l'pates all the fymptoms. M. Doublet

a'fter bleeding; and Van Swieten gives a caution which
is equaily applicable to the fynochus in common prac-
tice, as o the Puerperal Fever, and which every prac-
titioner in the treatment of thefe Fevers ought conftantly
to keep in view. Ergo patet, ['a}s he, non facile in Puer-
pervo Fenam J’cmndam ¢ffe, nife urgens neceffitatas indicet
hanc evacuationem ™.
See alfo White on the Management of Pregnant and
Lying-in Women, p. 219, et feq.
* Cowm, inaph. Boerk. tom. 4 p- 634
attributes
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attributes this firft fpecies to the flownefs
with which the milk is determined to the
breafts. The fecond {pecies is the Puer-
peral Fever, properly {o called, the Puer-
peral Fever of Authors. This takes place
when the breafts do not fill with milk, but
a metaftafis of it falls on the lower part of
the belly. The third fpecies, he calls the
Sflow or late Puerperal Fever. This'is the
Fever which nurfes are fubjett to, when the
milk quits the breafts in which it had before
been properly fecreted, and falls on: the
abdominal cavity with all the {fymptoms
of the Fevers of the fecond fpecies. To
thefe obfervations we fhall yet add, that
M. Doublet has feen the true Puerperal

Fever terminated fometimes by an univers
fal white anafarcous f{welling, which he
ealls a lafleous anafarca; fometimes by an
eruption of the like nature; by profufe
fweats; by urine loaded with a confiderable
latteous fediment, which continues to fepa-
rate from it a long time after the difeafe

18
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1s removed; and laflly, infome patients there

is a mixed crifis, compofed of a Diarrhwa,
and fome of the fore-mentioned excretions.

Diffetlionshave fhewn, that with refpeétto
the organs affeCted, there is confiderable dif-
ference in different fubjeéts. Drs. Leake and
Hulme have almolt always found the omen-
tum inflamed, {fuppurated,and even fallenin-
to the hypogaftricregion; theinteflines were
likewife inflamed, and the uterus unaffecied;
from which they have concluded that this
difeafe does not arife primarily from the af-
fe€tion of this organ. Johnfon and John-
flone, on the contrary, have feen the ute-
rus inflamed; and the obfervations of Pou-
teau feem to agree with their remarks. In
the obfervations of 1746, the inteftines and
uterus are both faid to have been affeted,
elpecially the uterus, in which !.he ovaria
in fome fubjefts appeared in a ftate of
fuppuration. In the obfervations of M.

Doulcet the uterus was conftantly unai-
feted,
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fefted, and feemed to have. fuffered no
kind of alteration. '

As to the fluids effufed into the cavity
of the abdomen, it i1s obfervable, that this
cheefy fubftance which was defcribed in
the obfervations of 1746, and in thofe
made fince the year 1774, as a true
curdled milk * has been confidered by others
as a true purulent matter: it was under
this appearance, that M. de la Roche faw
i at Geneva. But when the difeafe 1s not
very rapid, and continues longer than it
did in the Hotel-Dieu, this matter may
perhaps have {uffered fome alteration from
{tagnation, which may fo far have changed
it as to alter its ufual appearance.

But, without entering into long difcul~
lions on this fubjeét, which would require
deeper refearches than the time and limits
of this Report will permit, we will content

ourfelves with obferving, that all the de-
' See page 7, note g.
[criptions
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eriptions we have of this difeafe, which
are numerous, prefent it under two prin-
cipal charaters; that is, as an highly in-
flammatory, and as a putrid difeafe. The
inflammation is announced by the tenfion
and pain of the belly; and the putridity is
evidently marked by the weaknefs and
{mallnels of the pulfe, the proftration of
firength, and the exceflively feetid evacua-
tions. The more the putrid charatter pre-
vails, the more rapid and dangerous the
difeafe appears in general. The obferva-
tions of Johnfon, Johnftone, and De la
Roche, reprefent it as being more of an
inflammatory nature, and at the fame time
not fo alarming ; thofe of White, Leake,
and Slaughter, as the moft putrid and the
moft fatal difeafe. Of four women who
were attacked with this difeafe in the Hof-
pice de Vaugirard, three had a weak pulfe,
remarkable proftration of ftrength, and ex-
tremely feetid evacuations; and all three

died. The fourth was more robuft, and
the
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the fymptoms were {o violent as to require
feveral bleedings, and fhe was the only
one who happily recovered. This proftra-
tion of ftrength therefore, which charac-
terifes the putridity, 1s one of the worlt
figns of this difeafe. It is chiefly in hof-
pitals that 1t aflumes this charatter, and it
has no where been either {o rapid or {o ge.
nerally fatal as in the Hotel-Dieu, for fome
years paft. - Does it in thefe cafes partake
of the nature of the Hofpital Fever? This
is the {entiment of Mr. White.

It 1s on this complication of putridity
and inflammation, differently modified, that
the various methods of cure, Aitherto re-
commended by authors, in general depend.
This variety has confified chiefly in the
different combination of bleeding with the
antiphlogiftic regimen, and the ufe of eva-
ceuants, antifeptics, and tonics¥. We fhall

not

“Itis of the utmoft importancein the cure of this difeale,
to dll'l.mguiﬂ] between the frue mﬂamr;rmrury and the pus

¥ trid
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purgatives ordered in the commencement
of the difeale, in the works of Denman,
Manning, Leake, White, and Slaughter,
and in the obfervations of M. Doublet.
Mr. White ¥ and Dr. Denman efpecially,

mfift

" The following 1s a fhort view of Mr. White’s mes
thod of treating the Puerperal Fever.

If the patientss troubled with pains in her head, back,
or loins, attended with a f[welling, pain, and tenfenefs
in the lower part of the abdomen, a naufea, vomiting,
diarrhaea, &c. 1t is necellary to give her a gentle emetic,
confifting either of Ipecacnanha in fubftance, or of fome
antimonial preparation ; Emetic Tartar, for inftance, Ef-
fence of Antimorty, Antimonial Wine, or James's Pow=-
der. The dofe fhould be repeated once or twice a day,
or as often as is found neceflary to cleanfe the flomach,
Zc*.—If the patient be coftive, or have a tenefmus, emols
lient clyfiers fhould be frequently injeéted, but not toa
warm§.—So foon as the ftomach and bowels have dif-
charged their morbific contents, Spiritus Mindereri, or
Saltof Wormwood, neutralized with the juice of lemons,
may be given in draughtst.—If notwithftanding the wfe
of thefe medicines, a naufea and vomiting fhould con-
tinue, he orders half a drachm of Columbo root, or its
extraét, or a few [poonfuls of the infufion of it}. A
Cough and difficulty of breathing is fometimes relieved

* Treatife on Management of Preg. and Lying«in Women, p. 199. - § Jh p. 201,
t b, p. ava. 1 Ib. p. 208,

F -] 1’:}?
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infift on the ufe of Ipecacuanha, not only
given in the firft flages, but repeated feve-
ral times, and even continued as long as
the {ymptoms feem to refift the attion of
the remedies; and M, Sigault has obferv-
ed, that Tartar Emetic and Ipecacuanha
have recovered the milk to the breafls,

ftopt the Diarrhza, and re-eftablifhed the

by a few grains of Ipecacuarha, and ‘the pains of the
fide by the Senegal rattle-fnake root*. When the dif-
eafe is upon the decline, he recommends Bark and acid
Elixir of Vitriol with Pyrmont and Seltzer watert. He
obferves that Nitre is very improper in this Fever, and in
all difeafes where putrid bile aboundsy ; and that blifters
are difapproved of by almoft all writers on this fubjed,
on account of the ftimulus they occafion in the bladder
and uterus|. He expreffes great doubts concerning the
utility of bleeding in the Puerperal Fever, without the
moft preffing neceflity, as he confiders the difeafe almoft
always attended, fooner or later, with {fymptoms of pu-
trefcencyt. Thefe direflions are accompanied with many
ufeful remarks worthy the reader’s confideration: and I
muft confels that, when the firft moments of attack have
been loft, and the method praétifed in the Hotel-Dieu of
Paris cannot be adopted, I'think the dire€tions laid down
by Mr. White, are thofe which are moft likely to be at-
tended with fuccefs.

¢ Jb. p. 209, + B, p.210. § It. p. 218. [| & pess.

1 &. p 219 and g1

lochia
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lochia in their natural ftate. The example
of thefe laft-mentioned phyficians likewife
{hews us, that thofe who have ordered vo-
mits, have had the moft fuccefls in the
cure of the putrid Puerperal Fever, the
earlier they have given them i the dif-
eafe. .

The method then, which 1s here recom-
mended, ought to be employed before the
obfiruétion in the abdomen be perfeétly
formed and fixed*, Will it anfwer 1n evéry
cafe of Puerperal Fever? Will 1t prevent
the inﬂammamr}v and ardent Puerperal Fe-
ver, as well as that which is complicated

* There can be no doubt but an emetic given in the
very moment of attack muft be attended with the beft
conflequences. An emetic not only empties the prime
iz of their putrid fordes, but alfo relaxes all the capil-
lary veflels, and promotes a more equable circulation
of the fluids through them ; and by preventing them from
being affefted with fpafm, it will, in a great meafure, pre-
vent the progrefs of the Fever, the derangement of the
fecretion of the milk, and thole congeftions and local
inflammations which would otherwife unavoidably take
place.

with



{ 88 ]

with putridity and proftration of {trength 2
Does Ipecacuanha claim a preference to
all the other emetics*? Thefe are quel-
tions which experience alone can decide.

- However this may be, 1t is’certain, that
the cure of a difleafe {o rapid in its pro-
grels, and fo fatal in its effefs, as that in
the Hotel-Dieu; which left fo little time
for refle€tion, and fo little hope to the

" There feems but little probability that an emetic
would have the fame good effe&t i the commencement
of the imflammatory Puerperal Fever, as it has in the
putrid ; if given to excite confiderable vomiting, I fhould
expe&'i’t would rather do mifchief. Small doles of Tar-
tar Emetic given at proper imtervals, and, in the inter-
mediate hours the faline draughts of Riverius, together
with the antiphlogiftic regimen, fomentations, emollient
r:ataplafms and cooling clyfters, have been attended wnt:h
the greateﬂ fuccefs in thele cafes.

* Some have preferred Tartar Emetic as afting more
quickly than Ipecacuanha; but the latter feems moft
preferable, unlefs the Tartar Emetic could always be pre-
pared of one uniform degree of firength, It 15, however,
juftly obferved, that thefe are queftions on which expe-
rience alone can decide with certainty. ’

phyfician;
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phyfician; by a method fo fimple as that
employed by M. Doulcet, the fuccefs of
which was fo fure and conflant, is one of
thofe uncommon ph&:nomena which makes
an epocha in medicine; and the {ervice ren-
dered to human nature under fuch kind of
fufferings, ought for ever to render ho-
nourable the memory of a modeft and
virtuous citizen, whom a premature death
has lately robbed of the teftimony of a
grateful public. Signed

DE LAssoNE, MAUDUYT,
Georrroy, VicQ-D'Azyr,
LorRry. JeaNROY,

H&L-L:E,

1 Certify that this Report, made by order of
government, of a Memoir containing the me-
thod employed in the treatment of the Puer-
peral Fever, by thelate M.DouLceT, Doflor-

Regent







