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intrufive facts which would weaken the conclufions
he withes to draw. I have likewife quoted this cafe
of Boerhaave’s in my eflay (vide p. 30,) and have
wifhed it to be brought into comparifon with the
¢éreatment of a fimilar accident which happened to a
medical gentleman (MrHopper) at that time my pu=
pil, (vide page 162, former eflay) under my own
care; the whole of which was drawn up at the bed-
fide of the patient, relating his feelings, and conduél-.
ed on principles drawn from extenfive obfervations
in fimilar cafes—principles which were developed to,
me from the refult of my own miftakes, and which.
by their force and #zruth infinuated themfelves into,
my mind, contrary to my routine, my prejudic.es,,
and even my intereft. I wifh thefe cafes to be:
compared, for in my own mind nothing more:
fatisfaCtory as evidence can poflibly be adduced 3;
and there the progrefs of mind from error to truthy
may be traceds |

I have wifhed in my effay to bring into comi-
parifon thofe extenfive injuries only, where life
death would be the refule of different practice.
Such cafes have been related ; and if from experi
ence I am enabled to affert, that a cafe will termi-
nate in the lofs of life, or the reftoration of health;
according to the mode of treatment purfued,
think T may fairly be allowed to conclude, that 3
procedure upon the fame principle in injuries whi

would not affec exiftence, would have a propor
tionate
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related : that fhe had ice applied to her for feveral
days, and that fhe avoided any ill confequence from
it, we are told; as alfo that fhe afterwards, 1. e. I fup-
pofe, after they ceafed applying what is termed the
remedy, recovered without any fcar remaining. But
of what did fhe recover ? Were the parts bliftered,
or were they deftroyed ? Was there floughing, or
a purulent difcharge (fecretion) from the fkin ;
and how long affer was it before the was well 2 Of
all thefe particulars we are uninformed, and with-
out fuch information no juft judgment can be
made. It perhaps is one of the moft difficult parts
of a profeflional author to convey precife {tatements
of particular adtions in injuries happening to indi-
viduals under their care; but here there is no
attempt of the kind ; every thing is rounded off
by general aflertions. |

A child of Mr Earle’s, about three years of age,
‘playing with his brothers, was thrown down upon
the hearth : to fave himfelf, he caught hold with
" one hand of a hot bar of the grate. His father
faw him in lefs than a quarter of an hour after; he
was in exquifite pain, although the nurfe had
wrapped his hand in oil ; ice was inftantly fent
for, with which his hand was covered, and he got
immediate eafe ; but as foon as the ice was melted,
which was at firlt in a fhort time, the pain return-

ed, and he cried out for more. A blifter arofe,
[Thois
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clafles with thofe in which there is an increafed ac-
tion, but no deftruétion of the parts. Had the cu-
tis 1tfelf been deftroyed there would have been no
- blifter ; the blifter therefore demonftrates the ex-
tent of the accident ; and in this cafe, I can venture
to affert, with the fame conviétion in my own
mind, that nome of the tremendous confequences
pourtrayed by Mr Earle would have happened, as
I can, that two and two make four. Whatever
mode had been followed the child would have re-
covered ; and I believe if nothing had been done
he would have been well as foon. I do not fee
the reafon why the opening of the blifter was fo
much dreaded : irritation on any part of the fur-
face, fo as to produce the aftion of the exhalents
to throw out ferum, appears to me to be nearly'the '
fame, whether it arife from cantharides, muftard,
hot water, heated fubftances, &c. &c. Now we
know it formerly was the cuftom in taking off
a blifter to take away the whole of the cuticle, and
rub the bare cutis with a coarfe towel. From this -
rough treatment noill confequences arofe ; a great-
er fecretion of pus might be the effect, but I never
heard of the deeper feated parts being in any dan-
ger from fuch irritation, ~ With -fuch views, and
fuch experience, I hope'my conclufions will not be
deemed improper, fhould I even venture to fay,

that had the mode pointed out in my former eflay
been
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with pounded ice, and ice water, from which fhe
found immediate eafe, and lived three weeks with-
out complaining of much pain, and without that
-diftrefling fever which ufually accompanies {evere
burns ; after which fbe funk, under the profufenefs
of the difcharge from fo large a {urface, and ex-
pired. Mr Earle then adds, that it is impoffible
to fay what a more early application of ice might
not have effefted ; but in his opinion much greater
advantage would have been attained, fince in other
inftances, where it has been applied early, although
the burn has been both extenfive and deeply in-
fliGted, a ftop has been put to the heat and inflam-
mation, and floughs have been prevented from-
forming. But confidering this cafe abftrattedly,
if ice could a& with fuch effet as to keep this
patient fo long alive, and eafy, what may not be
expeéled from it in flighter burns ?

" The foregoing cafe induced Mr Earle to maxe
the above obfervations ; to which I muft requeft
the reader’s permiffion to add a few remarks. Thole
parts of the cafe to which Mr Earle thinks his want
of fuccels was chiefly to be attributed, viz. the
a*ppfimffﬁrz of fpirit of turpentine, and the length of time '
which elapfed before the ufing of the ice and ice:
water, appear to me to be the chief caufes of the:
fuccefs he had in this cafe: for I muft, knowing:

what 1 do, term it fuccefs to have brought the:
parts .
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the undet parts of both arms, juft above the el-
bows. I had burnt the fingers of my right hand in
attempting to untie my muflin fath. My mother’s
hands alfo fuffered; as, on raifing me from the
floor, fome fire blazed from the back of my hand-
kerchief and cape of my gown, which fhe ftroked
down from my head, and prefled out with her
hands. When I had a little recovered from the
thock, I {ent off diretly to requeft the favour of
Mr Farquhat, (now Sir Walter Farquhar, M. D.)
if at home, to comg to me immediately ; if not,
that he might be informed 6f the accident as foon
as he returned, and that I was impatient to fee him
three or four hours having elapfed, I fent again to
Mr F. and as he was not come home, one of the
gentlemen from his houfe very obligingly came to
me ; yet I declined availing myfelf of his advice,
being determined to wait till Mr Farquhar could
come to me, owing to the anxious with I had of
having his opinion and advice in preference to all .
others. In the mean time I had applied fcraped
potatoes to my hand, and fome oil to the reft of
the burns. About ten o’clock in the evening Mr
Farquhar arrived ; and after he had feen the places -
which were burnt, he ordered fome ice to be fent
for inftantly, and that I fhould have fomebody to
fit up with me all night, who was to keep conftant
ly applying to the burns cloths dipped in the ice,

| and.
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others who had. | which 1am perfuaded, was entire-
ly owing to the application of the ice; and my
mother, who alfo ufed the ice to her hands, was
~cured in a few days. In the courfle of a month or
five weeks 1 perfeltly recovered, and have never
fince fuffered the fmalleft inconvenience from that
accident ; nor did I at the time catch any cold,
though Ifat up for the moft part of the firft night,
with fcarce any cloathing, and as the ice diffolved,
of courfe I was very wet; [This account does mot
fpeak much for the comfort of this practice to the in-
dividual’s feelings.] and although 1 had before
this accident, been for more than two years greatly
indifpofed by nerveus complaints, I had notany fit,
or thofe nervous fymptoms which my friends were
apprehenfive would have been the cafe, after the
terror and fright I fuffered by the accident.”

The whole of Mr Earle’s eflay feems more in-
tended to recommend Sir Walter Farquhar’s prac-
tice of applying ice in burns than any thing new of
his own. This being the cafe, I am furprifed Sir
W. F. thould have let flip fuch an opportunity as
this of giving his own ideas on the above cafe,
which moft probably was drawn up at his inftance.
I have no doubt of the accuracy of the lady’s
relation ; and had it been written as an interefting
{cene in a novel, it would have had great merit:

the fright of the mother and fifter, the alarm of the
whole
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New-York ; fee the influence of metallic traors,
&c. by B. D. Perkins, A. M. page 67.] Having
noticed this cafe, left my readers fhould fuppofe
it claims any merit as a medical application, I re-
commend them to read Dr Haygarth on the imagi-
nation, where the powers of the traftors are jultly
appretiated : * it is a curious fubject, and will re-
pay them for their trouble. They will there fee
the traltors treated as animal magnetiim was upon
the continent. .

Dr Perkins’s harveft upon John Bull’s credulity
has been a pretty good one, though not equal to hig
predeceflor, Mons. Mefmer’s. That to act firongly
upon the imagination by the ftimulus of hope or
expeQation is capable of drawing off the mind from
its attention to certain degrees of bodily pain,
isa fa& that muft frequently have fallen under
the cognizance of the medical obferver, and to
2 certain degree ought to be calculated upon;
we fhould only guard ourfelves and the public
againft that dupi/m which is too commonly practifed

by the bold and impudent quacks of the prefent
age;

od shaped and painted like the tradtorsy
which produced effects equal to the metallic ones. Dr Perking
pow attempts to amuse the public by the effects produced upaon
t to be noticed that this is changing the objeck

animals. Tt ough _ .
‘l.!.upﬂﬂ which they operate, for here the spe@ator is adted upon i

stead of the patient, and pature works-the cure.

* He used pieces of wo
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ftitutions the narrow fcale of accommodating
power in the fyftem, that a change which appears
infenfible to pirfuns of a more healthy frame, pro-
duces fuch difturbance in the aétions of abforption
and fecretion, as to bring on complaints of the
moft ferious nature. Delicate ladies who keep
clofe within the houfe, in going from one room to
another bring on that ftate of the fyftem known
by the term of catching eold. This ftate is alfo
very frequentlyinduced by a too fudden and great
application of the ftimulus of heat, after the torpor
induced from lowering the temperature only a few
degrees. The effect of a diminithed quantity of
heat is proved by the fats adduced by Mr Hunter,
of the rabbits’ eats, (vide Firft Effay, p.1038.) to have
ftopped all action in the part; and the effect of in-
creafed heat applied to my own body (ibid, p. 111.)
proves the increafed action induced by heat. I de
not mean by this to deny the power of fire com-
bining with, and decompofing any part of the fys-
tem to which it has been fo applied. I am well
convinced I could burn my finger off over an
Argand’s lamp ; but after this decompofition, I
fhould not expe& that ice would draw out the ca-
loric, and reftore me my finger. When caloric
combines with any fubftance, a chemical union
takes place; and when this is done with the

living animal fibre, it is at the expence of a de-
ftrution
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ciple in medicine as well as in other fciences, it -
muft give infinite pleafure to fee that the beautiful
movements of the animal ceconomy, which medi-
cal philofophers in their clofets have fuppofed to
exift, are here difplayed, and proved by careful
attention to phanomena that appear during the dif-
ferent ftages of dangerous altions in the fyftem ;
and that by different treatment during thofe ftages,
the individual may be reftored to health, or the
living power exhaufted to death,

The following cafe, which was communicated
to me long before the publication of Mr Earle’s
book, bears fo ftrongly on the point in queftion,
that I have much pleafure in laying it before the
public. 'We have here from accident, -what the
moft candid praétitioner would have wifhed from
defign, had a comparifon been defired of the
efficacy of the different modes. Mr Anderfon, of
Newcaftle upon Tyne, furgeon, a gentleman who
has praétifed for above twenty years with that re-
fpeét which a liberal education enfures, writes as
follows :—

“ S1r,—My pralice in collieries has not yet af-
forded me an opportunity of adopting your plan
of applying ftimulants, in any defperate cafes of
burns ; but in the flighter, or fuperficial cales of
burns, I have found them aét like a charm.s® I am

mformed that the praétice of immerfing the part in
cold
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changing the water ; but when her arm was taken
out, though only a minute, fhe complained much
of the pain; indeed it appeared that the inflamma-
tion was increafed. I recommended an emollient
poultice, after fhe fhould be tired of the cold water.
In the morning I called again, and was informed
that the pain of her arm had been great during the
night. The inflammation had extended above the
elbow, feveral large vefications had been opened,
and deep floughs formed on her hand and arm. I
applied a digeftive ointment to thefe parts, and a
large warm poultice over the whole. The face
was perfeétly ealy, and had no vefications, but the
cuticle was a little abraded. I fcarcely need add
that the arm required drefling daily for a fortnight
after the accident.” |
Such is the report which was given to me, and.
has been in my" poffeflion fince the date of Mr An--
derfon’s letter. The falts are fo clearly ftated,,
and the conclufion is fo obvious, that it appears al--
moft ‘unneceflary to make 2ny remarks upon the:
cafe. We perceive the lady’s predilection for cold!
applications, and her appeal to former experience 2:
nay it is even poflible that, had this lady’s armi
only been injured, and a lefs judicious gentlemans
of the faculty employed, the apparent eafe, froms
the fudden /2gpping of the increafed action, and hers
getting well in a fortnight from the effects of fu
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ence, nor the marked experience of others, militate
againit its ufe, I certainly fhould yield to this im-
pulfe, and would carefully watch the experiment :
but, -as I find in the cafe of burns, many are the
dupes of their feelings, in running to an oppofite
extreme, I fhould think it my duty to prevent
them from purfuing every fallacious indication.
This is a part of pratical medicine, which has
not been much cultivated, at leaft not accurately.
The prefent fyftem of periodical journals would,
better than any other means, enable the pra&i-
tioners of this ifland to form a colletion of the
good and bad effects of indulging the {pontaneous
cravings of the fyftem in different ftates of difeafe,

As the authors of the Medical and Chirurgical
Review (vol. 4th, p. 432, and following) in no-
ticing my effay, affect to fuppofe that I am more
governed by theory than practice in my diflike to
cold applications, I muft relate to them the fol-
lowing cafe which happened under my own ime
mediate infpection to a medical gentleman, my
affiftant, Mr Bell (the fame who has made the-
communications upon burns in the Medical and
Phyfical Journal) a young gentleman whofe exten~
five knowledge of the living and dead languages,
joined to a great turn for medical difcrimination,
leaves me little room to doubt but that the repube

lic of medicine will owe much to his labors. He
had
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check ation to death, yet if the parts are not
rendered perfeély quiefcent, the pain returns with
increafed violence, as we fee in the cale related by
Mr Anderfon ; and even in Mr Bell’s cale, after
the part was quite ealy the following morning, yet
by exciting the fyltem the palfied part again took
‘on the attion with difeafed fenfation, and was
again obliged to be rendered torpid by the renew-
ed application of cold, for two hours. The cafes
above-mentioned, 1 truft, will difpel thefe gentle-
men’s doubts, in refpet to the different powers of
the two modes; and 1 hope to ftrengthen their
opinion of the ufe of ftimulants by adducing fur-
ther proofs of their efficacy. !
Having affented to this reproof of the medical
reviewers, I fhall now notice wherein 1 diffent from
them, left filence on my part fhould add ftrength
to what I deem error on theirs. They fay, “even
admitting the author’s theory, that the cure depends
on inducing a unity of attion between the injured
part and the fyftem, the local application of cold!
may be defended ; for the power of cold in lef--
fening action is admitted, and by this means the:
exceflive altion of the part may be reduced to its
proper level.” —What is here meant by cold ?
have wifhed to avoid the confufion arifing fro
indefinite terms. If they mean by cold, the ap-

plication of water at 40 deg. to a furface injur
b
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quently renewed, for three days, and the two inter-
vening nights. Even admitting the power of cold
to cure burns by fuch a continued application, it
could only with fafety be allowed to very limited
injuries ; for in cafes which frequently occur in.
collieries, of men engulphed in liquid fire, nothing
fhore of a cold bath could apply to the whole of
' the injured furface, and fuch an application, for
fuch a length of time, I apprehend would bring on.
the grand paralyfis—DEATH. i

This practice of applying cold water is not new.
In the Memoirs of the London Medical Society, vo-
lume 1ft, page 315, thereis a paper which was:
read to the fociety on the 18th April, 1780, by
Stephen Lowdell, furgeon, F. M. S. where cold
applications are recommended in cafes of burns ; he
fays, A lady’s head drefs having tock fire, his
hand was much burnt in extinguifhing it Finding,
his pain much relieved by applying cold oil, he
< nmerfed his hand into a large pot of oil, and the
interval of eafe became longer. He afterwards
ufed a poultice of oatmeal, extract of lead, and oil’
on going to bed, and waked next morning free
from complaint, except that two fmall blifters
remained which afterwards gave him no trouble.””

This cafe is- one of thofe flight accidents which
would have done well by any treatment, therefore
no conclufions ought to be drawn from it either for

or againft the means ufed. Tn




1 #53 33
In-the 5th volume of the fame memoirs, page 62,
there are fome cafes related by Thomas Parkinfon,
furgeon, Leicefter, read in Feb. 1795, in which
cold produced by the evaporation of fpirit of wine,
-is recommended. - He exprefles his difappointment
~ in the ufual mode of applying cold, and points out
the fuperiority of this.
Cafe 1.—A young woman had her face, neck,
fhoulder, and part of the abdomen fcalded by hot wa-
“ter. The ufual m’:ﬁr applications had been ufed for
-two hours previous to the author’s vifit. During
“twenty-four hours a pint of {pirit of wine was confir .
“med in moiftening the affected parts,whichwere firft
- covered with bladder. ¢ Whenever the operator
~defifted for a little, pain recurred with feverity,
“but ceafed upon reapplication of the means. The
‘excoriated parts, which were much lefs than might
~have been expe@ted, were drefled with common
white cerate, under which they fpeedily healed.”” .
. Cafe 2.—By the explofion of fome gunpowder,
a young man, a black{mith, was terribly burnt ; hay-
ing his coat off his fhirt took fire, and increafed
the feverity of the accident. The parts injured
-were firft wathed with warm milk and water ; rags
dpread with cerate were next applied, and on the
~outfide of this application {pirit of wine was unre-
mittingly ufed for twenty-four hours. This pro-
duced eafe, with confiderable abatement of in-

D 3 flammation.
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in cafes of accidents happening from gunpowder,
in which, from the prefent fituation of the Euro-
pean world, there may be an extenfive field of
pradtice. I am not fo little acquainted with the

~ human mind as to expe& to overturn the former
opinions of al/l old practtitioners ‘on this fubjett.
The hiftory of our art, as well as that of all fa-
ences, fhews us the tenacity with which opinions
are held. If men could refift the evidence of the
circulation of the blood, and even enter into com-
binations to prevent the belief of fuch a damnable
berefy, the doubting of which at this day would be
looked upon ‘as an egregious folly, how can I
expedt fo be more fuccefsful? Upon ‘the whole [
have met with much more profeffional candor than
I expeted ; I have even feen habits of forty years
‘bend to the influénce of ‘my arguments, and con-
“fefs the fuperiority of my mode; but on the other !
hand 1 have feen it refited; and when the light
“was the cleareft, inftead of feeing ‘they have fhut their
‘eyés. To dttempt to convince fuch ‘men, would
‘be ‘equally as abfurd as to carry a torch to light a
‘blind man.

About two years ‘ago 1'had an opportunity of
‘pointing out'to the pupils ‘of a public inftitution,
‘the fuperiority of this praftice in a very ftriking
foanner. A child was brought for relief, who had
‘been burnt by its cloaths taking fire. The neck,

' D g breaﬂ’;
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from that arrangement: each fpecies fhould be

~again divided into two ftages ;- and to diltinguifh

them, the firlt may be termed the fimulant, the

other the equalifing ftage; though in faét the firft

ftage is not meant to ftimulate, if by that term an

-increafed action is meant, but only to prevent that

‘dangerous torpor which would take place, if the

violent ation was too fuddenly allowed to ceafe.

The former principle of treatment in thele twa

ftages I ftill retain, though in the detail of prattice.
1 have been induced to make fome alterations, ‘the
~advantages of which have to me been very apparent.

~The refult I fhall relate for the guidance of thofe

who may be induced to follow the practice. In

the firlt fpecies, where the aclion of a part only is
increafed, 1 have not found any thing better for:
the firft application than the heaied Ol. Terebinth..
and the digeftive thinned with the fame, In fuper--
ficial burns, when the pain has ceafed, it will be:
_advifeable to defift from this application in about §
four and twenty hours, as that time in many cafes%
will be fufficient, and at the fecond drefling a:
. digeftive fufficiently thinned with common oil, willl
be adequate to the calfe ; and on the third day to:
begin with the ceratum e lapide calaminari.
have frequently feen fecondary inflammation e::-in-
- cited by the remedy, which in the firft inftances

puzzled and perplexed me confiderably : 1 hayes
likewile:
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likewife been informed of this confequence by fe-
‘wveral gentlemen. The molt certain remedy for this
. unpleafant {ymptom is to apply a plafter with di-
- geltive thinned with oil, or a plafter of cerate, and
cover that @ large warm poultice. This moft effec-
 tually takes off the irritation of the part, and the
+ cerate will finith the cure. Should there be much
 uneafinefs of the fyftem, an anodyne proportioned to
* the age of the patient fhould be given. And it
- may here be remarked that large anodynes in fuch
- cafes ought to be ufed, as they always produce the
- happieft effects ; and I have never feen any ill con-
fequences from them, though given to a much
greater extent than I have ever dared in any other

. circumftances, (except in fome cafes of Tetanus,
- where no good arofe from their ufe.) Iam forry
‘to remark in the greater number of cafes I have
been favoured with, that the gentlemen have not
" benefited fo much as they ought to have done in
-excitng the ftomach by the ftrongeft and quickeft
‘means we are acquainted with. Of the ufe of
" counter-irritation in fufpending fome difeafed ac-
‘tions, the hiftory of medicine affords too many
proofs to leave a_doubt in the mind of any medical
philofopher ; but on whatever principle or law we
‘explain it, the fatt is undeniable ; and though the
external mode of itfelf may in moft inftances be
£qual to give greater relief than the old methods,

| yet
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yet finding' the moft ftriking benefits ‘in defperate
cafes fo arife from fuch means (for.in fome inftances
life itfelf wouldbe forfeited without them) I cannot
too ftrongly recommend a.degree of the fame prac-
tice, though in lefs urgent circumftances. I do
not mean by the above obfervation to infer that a
counter-irritation s 'the only benefit ‘arifing from
fuch ‘a meafure—no !==I -alfo believe that as the ir-
ritation on the furface has increafed the attion of
that part, and as that part fympathifes ina feries of
a&tions with other furfaces of which the ftomach is
as it were a centre, the irritating ‘that vifcus in-
creafes its actions, as alfo thofe of all fympathifing
parts, of which'the fkin is one; fo that this magic cir’aI
" cle of altions, conftituting what is termed HEALTH,
is thus broken in upon, in as fmall a degree as pof-
fible, confiftently with the violence that was fitft
offered to it. i

In the fecond fpecies, or in thofe cafes where fome
parts ba-ue--:‘ncr&qﬁ?r:i aflion, and other parts are de=
[ftroyed, for reafons already afligned, it will only be
heceffary to-pay attention to the living parts : and¥
as thofe parts will come under the denomination off
parts having increafed adtion, the fame means m i
be ufed as in injuries of that fpecies. The internal
treatment fhould be more ftrictly attended to in-
thefe cafles, as in confiderable accidents, where la -';_.-

elchars are formed, the fyftem has feveral diferent
procefies:

e
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apparatus, and: the difficulty of applying it, T was
inclined to defift : for fhould even Jfuppofed good
effeCts have accrued from its ufe, untl a more
advanced ftate of knowledge in the. management of
elaftic fluids, it could not be generally adopted.
The many advantages arifing from the ufe of chalk
are fuch as have induced me to remain content with,
it ; and upon the whole I cannot too ftrongly re-
commend its ufe. Should thefe hints induce others:
to make rational experiments of other fubltances
from thefe known principles, I fhould be happy to
hear of them, and t benefit by them in my prac-
tice. Thefe are the principal alterations I have
made 1n the external mode.

I cannot attribute the fuccefs, I have met with
- wholly to the application of external means; the
treatment of the general fyltem bears a very great
fbare in my opinion ; and that treatment is as €x-
traordinary, and as contradiftory to the old me-
thods, as any other part of the pratice. In my
former effay, in the refleCtions upon the cafe of
E. F. (page 98, 99.) I mentioned a full diet as al-
Jowed with the ftimulant method of cure, which I
fuppofed to have kept up the irritation of the fyl-
tem, and caufed the immenfe continued difcharge
by the expofed furfaces of the wounds, which became
like old ulcers; and the fyftem was fo diftrefled as

to take on the attion of hedtic, which it retaingd in
a
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young and vigorous man of five and twenty, from
a quantity of inflammable air taking fire in the
mine, was immerfed for a confiderable time in
 the flame of the burning air. He had negletted to

put on drawers, which miners in general wear,
and ought always to wear, and had on only a flannel
thirt with fleeves, which had large holes in differ-
ent parts of the arms. The fhirt collar was open,
and expofed the breaft. In looking at the ftate of
the individual we fhall fee how he was protected
from the flame: his legs, thighs, pofteriors, and
privates were all burnt; as were his hands, largg-
fpots upon: the arms through the holes in the fhirt
fleeves, his neck, breaft, and face. Immediately
upon the flame ceafing to aé upon him, he had 2.
fevere fhivering fit, which. lafted fome time,
alternated with a violent fenfe of burning, from whats
I could learn, nearly every half hour, until he was
vifited, which was full three hours after the acci=
dent, which happened about eight ’clock in the
morning. A draught, with fixty d:iaps of -.-;:f:
num and two drachms of wther, was given to hia
about eleven o’clock ; and he was profufely bathed i}
with heated {pirit of turpentine for fome time, over
which were applied plafters thickly fpread with di--
live, rendered to the confiftence of a thick lini=:
ment with the fame fpirit. He had a vola _.
cardiac julep to take a dofe of every three hours:
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the anodyne was repeated at night with forty drops ;
and on the following morning, an hour before the
time of dreffing him, which was to be at nine
o’clock, in cafe of thirft he was to have a glafs of

port wine, or wine and water, half and half,
O&ober 31ft, (fecond day) fays he grew eafier
foon after we left him yefterday, but did not remain
long fo, as the pain foon after returned as violently
as ever, and had done fo by intervals ever fince.
Has had a good deal of thirft, and taken above a
pint of wine befides his medicines. ‘I'he face is
very much fwollen, particularly about the lips.
The face of a perfon in the confluent fmall-pox
without the eruption conveys an idea of his appear-
ance; or what is flill more like, a certaif ftage of
an erifipelas of the face. Some vefications upon
the neck, which are all carefully pun@uted with
the tharp point of a probe to difcharge the ferum.
Some vefications upon the wrifts and hands. The
cellular membrane of thofe parts {o puffed as to ob-
literate the feel of the artery at the ufual place.
His pulfe, felt in the axilla, beats 1 30. Several ve-
fications had appeared upon his legs and thighs,
which were treated as the others. The left thigh,
he buttock, and round the verge of the anus feem-
' to have fuffered the moft - a dry brown efchar
'Ppeared in different parts of the thigh. From the
Upedt of the face I was apprehenfive of fome inter-
E2 nal
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nal caufe of irritation from having infpired the
flame, and the appearances altogether feemed fo
formidable as to leave me little hopes of his reco-
very ; yet being confident of the propriety of my
practice, I had no hefitation in the manner of pro-
ceeding, though I might ultimately be foiled in my
attempts of faving the individual. The dreflings
were the fame as the day before ; but in addition.
his lower limbs were laid upon large towels, cover=:
ed with hot emollient poultices, which enveloped!
the thighs, and came over the plafters. Severall
bags of poultice were ordered to be applied uponi
any part, in cale he found more pain there than inx
any other, particularly over the face. The inter~
nal treatment was continued the fame, except thatt
the zther was taken from his draughts, and he
ordered forty drops of laudanum night and mora
ing; but to continue his wine, and have fome
panada, or both if he could take them. 5
November 1ft, (third day) has been very un
eafy during the laft twenty-four hours. His flum-
bers much difturbed ; incoherent when he firl
awakes, and has been delirious at different times
in the night. The puffinefs of the cellular mems
brane of the face and hands fill continues,
and a degree of fecretion is appearing in place
where the fkin had been veficated. This is the on
ly favourable fymptom that appears to-day : had.,._
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not been for this I fhould have thought him worfe,
as the funétions of the brain feem very much affec-
ed. Probably the fame irritation which has affeéted
the whole of the apparent cellular membrane, even
in external parts that are not burnt, may be com-
municated by fympathy to all that membrane
which accompanies the nervous {yftem, .and forms
that {tate of the fenfitive powers which we obferve
in coma, and in fome ftates of fever. This is what
the experienced Dr. Clark (of Newcaftle) terms
engorgement of the brain. The pulfe was {till
130; the urine {mall in quantity, and high colour-
ed. He has had no motion fince the accident. As
his ftomach will bear nothing but liquids, and as
every thing now depends upon keeping up the
powers of that organ, which is the great centre of
Tympath}r, left it fhould be put out of humf}ur-by
cathartics, which ‘might induce naufea, I ordered
the bowels to be relieved by a clyfter. The fame
dreflings with the poultices were applied ; and the
diet and medicines continued the fame.

November 2d, (fourth day) the clyfter procured
an evacuation which gave him much relief, Has
had an eafier night. A confiderable quantity of
pus is formed on places where the cuticle was off,
The efchar on the left thigh is beginning to thew a
difpofition to loofen. The dreflings are changed
to the unguent e. lapid. calam. made warm by ex-

E3 pofing
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pofing them to the fire, and applied as foon as
poflible after the others are taken off. Pulfe 124.
Urine more in quantity, but ftill high toloured.
Tongue moift, and lefs thirft. There has been an
aftonithing change during the laft twenty-four
hours : the whole fyftem which yefterday was la-
bouring, and appeared nearly overcome, with the
leaft poffible mark of fecretion, has re-eftablifhed
itfelf in its ordinary funétions, entirely, I believe,
from receiving that affiftance of drawing forth, as
it were, every latent power of the machine. The
extent and {cale of {limuli have to the utmoft of my
power been continued from the beginning of this
cafe to this period ; always having in view to avoid
as much as poffible the inducing debility from ex-
cess. The ftomach has fortunately affifted me
much; and I muft give a due proportion of merit
to the application of caloric externally by the m
of emollient cataplafms, though I muft obfervﬂ';
they were not ufed, or meant as emollient, but}
merely as vehicles to convey pofitive heat, as th:y,,
were applied above the plgfters, I have never yet
feen a cafe in which thé%aneﬁts of both external
and internal ftimulation were fo apparent, and
have no hefitation in affirming my belief, that |
a lefs aftive mode of practice been adopted, this in=
dividual would have been. added to the thou-

fands who have loft their lives by an oppofite:
treatment,
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acquire about the hundredth degree of heat of Fa.
renheit’s fcale. Immediately upon expofing the
furface of the wounnd by taking off the plafter, I
threw on the furface of the fore as much chalk
as would ftick to the moift parts, and inftantly
covered them with the plafters previoufly heated.
The poultices were defifted from to-day. His ano-
dynes continued as before. Diet as yefterday.
" On the fixth, feventh, and eighth days nothing
remarkable happened, except that the fecretion of
pus, from the coming away of the efchars, was
much more profufe ; and on the latter day, on the
different plafters, as near as I could alcertain, there
would be at leaft a pint of matter. The diet and
dreflings, as well as the medicines, were cuntmue&
the fame. 8

Ninth day. The appe:ara.n:es in the morning the ;
fame as before ; but in the evening, his father came
to inform me he had a loofenefs, which attacked
him about noon. A pint of julepum e creta, with
two ounces of camphorated tinéture of opium, was
ordered for him to take a fmall teacupful of after.
each loofe ftool, and ten additional drops of tinék

opii to the night draught. ']
!
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Tenth day. I found him confiderably exhaufted
by the diarrhcea. He had had nearly tewenfy ftools ™
with great pain and irritation in his bow els. The

| nﬁng to ftool and the tenefmus had fatigued him
~ much.
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much, The difcharge by the bowels was not
much ata time; after the firft motion or two little
feculent, but it had more the appearance of flime
and matter, The moft aftonithing alteration was
that which fthewed itfelf on the difeafed and fecre-
ting furface of the fores; inftead of being deluged
with pus as formerly, they appeared nearly dry.
His pulfe was flower than it had been for fome
time-—under a hundred—which it had not been
before during the accident, and was for fome time
up to one hundred and thirty. He was ordered to
have rice milk with a little cinnamon ‘boiled in it,
and to continue the julep with creta. To what
law of the fyftem can we afcribe this extraordinary
appearance? That the ninth day in accidents 'of
this kind has to me ever appeared critical, may be
fuppofed, when I recolleét the fatal termination of
many cafes on that day, as recorded in my former
eflay (vide chap. iii. p. 70.)—I have likewife ob-
ferved in feveral difeafes which are genfiall}r term-
ed inflammatory, that about the ninth day a crifis
happens. Isit that the fyltem is fatigued by this
action, and that an oppofite ftate is required as a
fpecies of antagom(m, fuch as we obferve in the
Tetina of the eye, which ceafes to ad: although the
fame ftimulus is applied, and an oppofite fet of
fibres take on the action from early aflociation, as
is beautifully illuftrated by the ocular fpeétra in

Darwin’s
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cuticle than I ever before have feen made in
the fame time. It appeared as if the balance of
the exhalents and abforbents had been fo nicely
kept, and the fkinning procefs had been fo rapid,
that the wound might be compared to the furface
of an agitated lake, which, on a fudden, {ubfiding
to a perfect calm, is iced overin a fingle night.
The circumftance of the accidental diarrheea
has convinced me of a fact which might have re.
- mained long in obfcurity, had it not been for this
opportunity. It will be recollefted by thofe who
read my former eflay, that in the cafe of E. F. in
the fecond mode of treatment, I mention his being
above a twelvemonth under cure; and I there ha-
zard a conje@tute, that it was very materially
owing to an ill conceived prejudice which I had
adopted of fupporting the fyftem nnder that difeafed
attion. This cafe convinces me that T was right in
my opinion of that cafe being rendered fo tedious
by my being unacquainted with this Jaw of the
fyftem. Chance has here unfolded to me the ne-.
ceflity of reftoring the equilibrium of the fyftem,
by leflening the action of the arteria] {yftem, which
prejudice would have prevented my daring to adopt,
To have given a fevere cathartic at this period
Would have appeared like madnefs in my eyes at
one time ; but now I look upon it as diflated by
€xperience,
“  Luttle
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Little further need be remarked in this cafe.
The parts continued to heal rapidly; and in lefs
than three weeks from the accident, (i. e. from the
0th of O&ober to the 18th of November fcllow-
ing) he was perfectly well.

~ This cafe is fo decifive, 1ft, of the advantages
arifing from the ftimulating treatment to the efta-
blithing of fuppuration, and 2dly, of the exiraordi-
nary benefit to be obtained by defifting from that
plan, when that procefs is eftablifhed, as to leave -
no doubt in my mind of the perfe€l confonance |
of this mode with the laws of the fyftem. I wifh
others to benefit from it, and I fhall be happy to
hear the refult, as 1 do not fear being put to the
bluth for the conlequences. i

CASE.

"Thomas Pyle, a boy of fifteen }r'éars of age, was
burnt by the fame explofion with G. Clark, not
quite fo feverely, though confiderable efchars
formed on fome parts, and the {fymptomatic fever .
ran to an alarming height. He was treated ac-
cording to the principles already laid down, both
internally and externally, and was foon broug ‘*':_-5;
" to a ftate of fafety-—i. e. the injured furface became

a fecreting one.  Chalk was applied externally, as i |

from, as before recommended ; yet the difcharg

continued too profufe. I have already mentioned

an abforbent, and the internal {timulus was defift
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fome public charatters, I find a number of men
are expended by explofions which happen in labora-
tories, :n the field, and on fhipboard. - It will be
fome confolation to me to think, that if I have it |
not in my power to prevent the mad efforts of man
in going to war, yet I may be the means of faving {
the lives, or mitigating the fufferings of fome of my |
fpecies, who were brought into fuch fituations by
a concourfe of circumftances, over which they had
no controul. I muft here beg leave to pay the tri~
bute of thanks due to Dr. Trotter for recommend-
ing my effay to the attention of the navy furgeons.
To his altivity and inveftigation the public already
owe much, and the fpirit he has unfolded in the:
medical department of the navy, leads us to hope
for much more,

I fhall now adduce the teftimenies of others in
fupport of the faéts I have been induced to give to
the world. The following is a letter from Mr
Stephen Hammick, jun. of the Royal Naval Hofpi-
tal at Plymouth, whofe zeal in the caufe of our art
is well known to medical men, and needs no pas
negyric from my pen. |

¢ [Fountain Court, London,

« S, Sept. 26, 1799

¢ In anfwer to your letter,which I had the honour of recei in

a few days fince, requefting my treatment of burns, I beg to
fate, that during the laft feven years, whillt I was employed |
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tal for more than feven years) I am decidedly of opinion, that
the pradice of applying immediately to burns the fpirit of tur-
pentine, is the beft T have ever yet feen adopted, as the pro-
cefs to fuppuration is in general more rapid, and thofe irregu-
lar marks or feams found after other applications are not to be
met with after the turpentine ; peither is the flin fo difpoled to
erack, or break open again, as was formerly too often the cafe,
an event producing the moft troublefome and irritable fores.

« Not thinking ever to be called upon to give particulars of
my prattice in burns, I did not make any notes;—what is
above flated is given merely from memory : but the fuccels of |
the practice was {o great, that it was engraven {o forcibly on
my mind as not to be eafily effaced ; and fhould you think this
Jetter of any importance, it is entirely at your fervice.

¢ Should you with any further information on the above '-
I with you to wave all ceremony, and demand it from

“. Your obedient fervant, '

STEPHEN H&MMICK, “jun.?

Pnints,

w e -.rgi'._..-.

From this letter the {uperiority of the ftimulating,
over the torporifing mode of treatment, is clearly
decided ; and it alfo proves that the Oleum Tere-
binthinz poflefles greater efficacy as a ftimulant
than the {p. vini re&. c. camphori.—I am forry.
Mr H. did not purfue the whole of the mode re=
commended ; but fhould further occafions prefent §
them(elves, and he fhould try the internal {timulants
plan to fuppufation, and afterwards the plentiful
ufe of chalk as an abforbent,
confefs, that to have advanced from the
ftate in which this department of our art wa

¢
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Mr TFife, furgeon, Newcaftle, has favoured me
with the following letter :—

¢ Drear Sz,

¢ Since you favoured me with your ideas on the treatment
of burns, I have had frequent opportunitiesof trying the Sp.
Terebinth. as an external application, andl T feel peculiar fatis-
fa&ion in fating, that in every inftandthe employment of it
has been attended with uniform fuccefs.

“ As I am not engaged in colliery prattice, the cafes which
have hitherto come under my care, have been principally of the
nature of fcalds ; and when I contraft them with fimilar cafes
condufted under a different order of treatment, the refult is tru-
Iy aftonifhing. _

¢ The firft that T fhall notice is that of John Weatherfpoon,
a brewer, who, on the 2 sth of November, 1797, fell into a cop-*
per boiler : they had fortunately juft before pumped off the
_greatelt part of the boiling wort it contained, fo that not more
than eighteen or twenty gallons remained in the copper at the |
- time he fell : he was, however, moft feverely (calded ; and I |
being immediately fent for, faw him very foon after: I found
him almoft frantic with pain, and trembling to as great a degree ‘
as any one I ever faw during the cold ftage of an ague. Onta-
king off his cloathes the epidermis peeled off from the whole
foalded furface ; the parts which had fuffered the moft materi- J"
ally were the lower extremities, back and one arm. I gave 4
him a draught containing fifty drops of laudanum, and immedi-
ately began to apply very liberally the Sp. Terebinth. to all the 1-.
affected parts. At firlt he complained. of increafed heat and
fmarting, but this was quickly fucceeded by a foothing fenfa- =
tion ; and continuing to apply it fome minutes longer, he faid
he felt himfelf almoft quite ealy. As a drefling I now made

ufe of the ung. refin. flav. rendered foft with the Sp. Terebinth.
and
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when the fhip /urched fo much as to throw a quan-

tity of boiling water and greafe over that fide of the

boilers where he ftood ; he received the greateft

part of it upon his arms and hands, and complain--
ed of moft violent pain. The Ol Terebinth. was;
inftantly applied warm, and in about an hour he:
became eafy ; on the following morning they were:
found perfedly cured, except a fmall place on the:
left wrift, where the epidermis had been ftripped!
off by endeavouring haftily to wipe off the hot:
greafe with his trowfers, 1 think this cafe fpeaks:
fufficiently for itfelf, and I fhall only add that the:
fmall place mentioned was well in four days.” 1l
fhall not comment upon this cafe, but leave the read--
er to form his own conclufions.

In a cafe related by Mr Bell in the Medical an
Phyﬁca'l Journal, vol. iii. p. 296, it is mentioned thatt
an infant who was fcalded, very foon fell afleep aft
it was copioufly bathed with the Ol. Terebinth. a
that it had alfo a remarkably good night. Mr Weft-
garth, an ingenious pupil of mine, has alfo remarks
ed ‘this anodyne quality of the Ol. Terebint
when applied to the irritated furfaces of yo
children, in fome cafes he faw in the country. , I
am induced to account for this fat in the fﬂllcﬂi
ing manner :—Heat to a certain degree produ es i
pleafurable fenfation ; beyond that it excites p

Now if we can nicely lower the ation, we fha
agail







APPENDIX.

s

SINCE the foregoing was fent to the prefs, Ii
have been favoured with a complete treatife upon.
the fubjet of burns by Mr George Wilkinfon, of!
Sunderland, member of the Medical Society of!
London, of the Royal College of Surgeons, and!
honorary member of the Chirurgo-Phyfical Socie--
ty of Edinburgh, &c. The introductory difcourfe:
contains many ingenious and judicious arguments,,
pointing out the caufes of the abfence of principle,,
as well as the abfurdity of the modes generally re--
forted to in accidents of this clafs : but thefe obfer--
vations exceeding the limits I had prefcribed my--
felf in an effay of this kind, and Mr W. wifhing;
only to difplay the powers of the new mode o
pratice, has been kind enough to allow me to ex--
tract the cafes, for which he has my thanks, as they
are highly fatisfa&tory, and prove the univerfalityr

of the principles developed in the former eflay.

il [ — =" — R S T P

CASE L

On the 15th December, 1797, a woman, 27 years of age,
fubject to fits, was attacked by one of them in the aét of taking
from the fire a pan of boiling water, which overturning, fc
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cold fit of an ague, his teeth chattering, and he complained of
great pain and intolerable heat over his body, ot being in the
leaft relieved by the applications awbhich bad been ufed. 1 removed
the dreffings, which I difcovered to be the cerat. e lap. calam.
_put over the liniment. I loft no time in applying the OL
Terebinth. made warm by placing it in a fmall bafon, furround-
ed with hot water, while my affiftant was {preading the cloths
with the liniment ufed on former occalions. The extert of the
injury was very confiderable in this patient : the belly, above the
umbilicus, and the right fide of that region, with a confiderable
portion of the left, and fome parts below it, were much {corch-
ed ; a large portion of the fkin of the right pe€toral mufcle,
the top of the right fhoulder, nearly the whole of the face, but
particularly the lips, the infide of the mouth, noftrils, and a part
of the breaft and left fhoulder, a large portion under the right
' axilla, which was difcovered on the enfuing day after drefling
him, as alfo a fmall part near the fulfe ribs, pofteriorly, were
much burnt. An anodyne cordial draught, containing about
thirty drops tinc. opii was exhibited, and he pafled as good a
night as could be expetted, his {leep being difturbed by fome
paroxyfms of pain.

The enfuing day, on drefling the parts, the injury they had
{fuffered was difcovered, to the extent already mentioned; the
eyes and eye-lids fortunately, however, had efcaped being hurt.
Innumerable {mall particles of the gunpowder were found ftick-
ing every where, particularly about the belly, breaft, face, &c.
furrounding as it were the efchars, which in many places were
deeply feated, and extenfive. The face being lefs injured, was
now anointed with the liniment ex aq. calcis et ol..amygd. and |
a fmall portion of camphor ; the reft of the parts were drefled as i
atfirt. A faline mixt. c. conf. card. was exhibited, and the .
anodyne was repeated at bed-time; his pulfe was at 115, and
he complained of thirit.
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proportion of four parts of the former to one of the latter.
This method I had adopted on a fermer occafion of a moft
alarming and dangerous nature, (which will be the fubj'i:f:% of
the following cafe) with uncommon fuccefs. The gleety
troublefome difcharge which always takes place in defperate
and deeply feated injuries of this fort, and alfo the pain and
irritability were by theéfe means much leflened, and the cure ra- -
ptﬂl‘jr advanced, which in this fevere cafe was effeGted in about
thirty days ; and what is alfo pleafing, no unfeemly fears enfu-
ed, a circumftance that has fearcely ever failed to happen in
fuch cafés under the old treatment. His bowels were kept
open during the ecure by clyfters, and he was nﬂcaﬁonaﬁy
purged with calomel et pulv. cathar. towards the end of the
time. He kept his bed for the firft ten or twelve days, after
that time he fat up in the day time, and on the twentieth day
went out of the houfe, coming afterwards every day to be
dreffed at my houfe,

CASE V.

. ' Oh the 6th November, 1798, Mrs E. Forefide, aged 56,
~ latély refident in Sunderland, but now h?mg at No. 20, John’s
Street, Surry Road, Black Friars, while reading, about eight
o’clock at night, it is fuppofed fhe had approached too near |
the candle, being alone at the time, and was found fitting up-
right in a blaze on the floor, wliile the candle lay burning by
her, the flame of which had not only ptrletral‘.cd through a thick |
oil-cloth, but had aftually communicated to the boards. How
long fthe had continued in this fituation cannot well be afcertain-
ed ; but when the woman with whom fhe Iudgcd found her in’ ()
the pofition above deferibed, fhe was burning, and in a flate o w:
ftupefaction. On my entering the room fhe fcarcely uttered &

fyllable, and appeared to feel but little all the time T was.
drefling
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from being in hafte for the removal of this flough, and that on
the fhoulder blade, that I fuffered them to be completely detach-
ed before they were taken away. That on the head was not -
removed till about the twenty-firft day from the accident, and 5
that on the fhoulder blade fome days later. I flate thefe parti-
culars, becaule I generally perceived that the outer edges on
which the operation firft taok place, had even begun flowly to
affume the healing procefs, prior to their complete feparation.
In the interim the raw furfaces of the fores were well dufted
~ with pulv: e creta. pp- fubtif. levigat. prior to the application of
the dreflings, the parts being previoufly wathed and cleaned
round their edges with a foft {fponge. The weather being
frofty, my patient felt very unealy from the atmofpheric air,
always having much painon its accefs. The creta appeared to
- anfwer the purpofe of a complete defence, and accafioned the |
drefling to be much lefs painful. The firft two or three days
that the creta had been uled, my patieat felt herfelf difordered
in her whole fyftem : no irregularity had been previoufly com~
mitted in her diet, neither were her bowels lax, or coftive,nor
were the fores mare painful; but fhe was about this time feized
with gmp:s, and a profule diairheea, although the anodyne was {
{till continued at bed-time. At other periods prior to this, fhe l.
had ufually been coftive, and it was found neceffary to keep her |
open with gentle purges. An idea then occurred to me, that
it might proceed from fome chemical combination that had ta-
ken place from the creta applied fo freely. [t was then that T
thought of combining it with the pulv. amyli as mentioned in
John Reed’s cale,and I have fince applied it to the denuded fur-
faces in that form. By the ufe of the julep e creta c. conf. card.
et decot, cort. anguft. together with a decoétion of rice, in
which a fmall portion of radix tormentille e cort. cinnam.
was boiled pro potu commune fhe revived apace. The cicatri-

zation advanced pretty rapidly on the fternum, pectoral mulcle,
and
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wards the evening, and her pulfe being full and increafed, fhe

[ ze6 T
cicatrized, and moreover, relieving the intolerable itching
which arofe. Paroxy{ms of fever now and then intervening to- 4

was purged with calomel et pulv. cath. in the form of a bolus; =
and when this proved not quite fufficient, as fometimes happen- 4
ed, fhe took at bed-time, (the opiate being omitted) pil. ex
colocynth, c. calomel. The benefit fhe experienced from this
treatment was vifible, and the troublefome difcharge became :'
Iefs and lefs. The period of time taken up in healing the an- !
terior parts injured was about ten weeks ; but the right fhoulder
blade, theleftarm, and the top of the head were fo much inju-
red, that their cure took up about fix months. The head and
Teft fhoulder, after being cicatrized, repeatedly became in- |
flamed, and broke out afrefh from the feratching caufed by
the itching. The hair beginning to grow, notwithitanding t '
head was often earefully and clofe fhaved, it of courfe remained
tender for fome time after. e
Occafionally the granulations, which arofe above the furface,
were touched by an armed probe dipped in a folution of the
euprum. vitriol. ceruffa acetat. et zinc. vitriolat., made of fuch
a ftrength as not to give great pain ; and the cracked parts als
ready fkinned were anointed with ol. amygd. c. camph. et aq.
caleis, The patient is now alive, in an excellent ftate of health,
and from the few feams which now remain, {and which are
hardly deferving of the name) it will fcarcely be credited that
her {ufferings were equal to what T have defcribed. :
Mr Kentith was confulted in this cafe about the twelfth
day ; he advifed the application of the chalk, which I found of
great ufe. I afterwards added ftarch powder to the chalk, with
a very good effe@t. This application I have tnnﬁtll}l:d ever fince
m my general praflice. '
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would enfue.”” What contradi¢tion !~It is hards
ly poflible to fuppofe he could have collefted 2
greater confufion of ideas in the fame fpace. The
medical reader I refer to the work; and caution
the public from forming their opinion on this part
of the dottor’s advice. To argue on this farrago
of oppofite prefcriptions (for there is no pretenfion
to principle in the whole fetion) would be ufelefs,
as in the fecond chapter of my former effay, the he-
terogeneous opinions of authors for centuries palt
are canvafled. Dr U. in a note at the end of this
article, fays, ¢ for fome new ideas on the nature of
burns, and their treatment, the reader is diretted
to an efflay written by Mr Kentith, 1797.” The
doctor certainly has not read the eflay he refers to,
or he could never have written the article as it at
prefent ftands in his work. He likewife mentions
Dr Perkins’ tractors, and very properly adds a cau-
tion not to truft to them. Dr Warwick, of Ro-
therham, informs me, that to curea perfon in his
‘neighbourhood of the belief in Perkinifm, he al-d]
lowed his hands to be fcalded ; the one was #ragc-
torifed, and the other was done nothing to; they
both went through their different ftages in the
- fame time and manner, in refpe both to inflam="
mation and pain, and healed together. The cha-
racter of Dr. W. is fuch as to leave no doubt of the .
mon-effect of the tra&ors in this, and in all fimi=
far cales.
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as to give a moft decided preference to the chalk. He is now 1
fo well that I have allowed him to go into his garden. 7]
-« You fee, my dear fir, that I have been tedioufly circum-
ftantial in my account of this cafe. I now deem my patient
fo near well, that I fhall difcontinue my journal ; and I have
only to add, that I have been fo particular in the recital
of the treatment, becaufe perhaps you may have no cafe which
furnifhes fuch a fair opportunity for comparing” your method
with others commonly ufed. The poor fellow had felt the
old method with oil, &c. and was therefore well enabled to
appretiate the prefent plan, efpecially as he is a man of great
refolution, and of ftrong natural fenfe. You have alfo had fre-
quent opportunities of feeing him during the cure, and of con-
vincing yourfelf of the truth of every circumftance. And I
think the trouble you have had in refcuing this important
branch of praétice from the rude hands who fo long held it, will
be well repaid, were it only with the refletions this cafe will
give you.—As a memento of my fenfe of the obligations the
‘profeflion have to you, and to fhew, as my poor patient fays,
there was ne bairn’s play in this burn, I will beg your acceptance
of a preparation I have made of the fkin and nails. :

¢ [ am,
¢ Dear Sir,
« Very fincerely, yours ,
« FREDERICK HORN.”

There fill remain fome parts to heal in the
above cafe, and I have no doubt Mr H. will fee, in
the fubfequent part of the cure, the benefit of ¢
thartics.—I have a pleafure in adding the opinio
of Mr Nelfon, of Chefter-le-Street, in the coun
of Durham, who has had very extenfive practice









