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CASES OF INSANITY; &XC» 55

a moft worthy and valuable member of
fociety ; he was in the thirty-ninth year
of his age, had long applied to intenfe
ftudy and rigidly denied himfelf thole
relaxations, which a mind like his fo
greatly ftood in need of, asa tempo-
rary relief and refrefhment from the
immoderate fatigue of intellectual re-
fearches ; his original complaints were,
flatulence of the abdomen, impaired
tafte, forgetfulnefs, pain in the chell
with anxiety, tenfion in the left /ypo-
chondrium, indigeftion of aliments,
inquictude, watchfulnefs, a fenfation
of weight in the fpine of the back, and
a univerfal laflitude of the whole body,
with a real debility of fyftem. He had
recourle to a furgeon, in his neichbour-
hood, who bled him three times in the
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cAses OF INsaNiTY, &c. 119

every part of the ifland, but-alfo to
fupport the opinion, that fo humiliating
a degradation of our reafoning faculties

owes much o its acceflion to the abfurd

tenets and ill-founded notions of an-epi- '

demic enthufiafm, whofe type is abfurd
and gloomy notions of God and religion
derived from vulgar prejudices, which
excites theattention of weak underftand-
ings to points of religion, which they
contemplate without comprehending, to
the entire {ubverfion of their rational
faculties, within which defcription
was the unfortunate lady of whom I
{peak: religious objects had fo'far gained
the afcendant of her mind, as to impel
her to words and aftions of the moft
maniacal kind, and fhe had imbibed a
fixed belief of the manifeftation and
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122 CASES OF INSANITY, &c.

blood flowed in a cooler channel, her
wild antics and religious fervor and fran-
tic declamations begantoabate, and, as
no one of her religious fettaries were ad-
mitted to {fee her, and no one fuffered
- to {peak to her or to pay the leaft
attention to her extatic reveries, or en-
thufiaftic raptures, they gradually loft
their feat in her mind, and, at the end
of eight months, {eemed. entirely anni-
hilated ; and the ftate of her mind being
confiftent and rational, at the end of
twelve months fhe returned home to
her family, who carefully guarded
againft her relapfe by a total prohibition
of the zealous devotees to whom fhe

owed the firft impreflions of her dif-

order,

C &5 b













126 CASES OF INSANITY, &g,

when the Catamenia returned, her

1deas became lefs deranged, and fhe
gradually recovered the ufe of her
reafon; which, by proper care and |
attention to the menftrual periods, fhe

has ever {ince retained.

C A S8 B ZXV,

THE epidemic catarrh, more gene-
rally known by the name of the Influ-
enza, which raged with fuch violence
in different parts of the kingdom in the
year 1782, prevailed almoft univerfally
among the inhabitants of a town, where
the patient, of whom I am now about

to fpeak, was one of the number of
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130  CASES OF INSANITY, &c,
complaints had for fome time been con-
fidered as arifing from the feurvy, for
which fhe had drank plentifully of a de-
cottion of the water~dock, and ufed
other means but without any relief;
her regimen had not been properly

regulated, fhe had been too much in-
‘dulged in drinking fuch liquors, as
rather had a tendency to increafe her
diforder than otherwife, and the place
fhe had lived in was of too moiftan air
and a temperament inclming to the
aduft ; her diet was now made chiefly to
_confift of vegetable fubftances and milk,
.and her general drink 'was fmall white
‘wine whey ; to promote the excretions
‘by the dkin and urine, the fal diure-
ticus-and- ethiops vegetabiiis took ' an

equal {hare, and, by invariably pur{uing |





































































































































174 CASES OF INSANITY, &c.
is eafily to be raifed by this means,
for which I muft refer you to his book.

It 1s very probable that a freth dif-

~charge from the falival glands may be

attended with feli“ftlf;_ ;11{(?1, if you ap-
proveof it, would advife atrial ; {hould
1t not fucceed, a feton, I prefume,
might be the next thing to be thought
of; her liberal manner of living muft
be a great impediment to the cure,
therefore, a {lender and cooling re-
gimen fhould be complied with, and
the body kept open with the foluble
tartar. = What was the ' general com-
plexion of the blood? Ithink thereis a
great probability of nu'rl ‘doing the
patient fome fervice, and, with your

approbation, we will direct our jount

endeavours to that end, for I have no
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214  CASES OF INSANITY, &c,

advifed to vifit Bath, and, by the effi-
cacy of its waters, in a few weeks, he
was fo entirely invigorated and recos
vered as to be able to return to his
bufinefs, in which he has continued
ever {ince uninterrupted by any dif-
order either of mind or body. As
this patient’s infanity, as well as that
which I fhall next mention, happened
after a fever, I fhall here quote the
opinion of the celebrated Hoffman,
who mentions infanity, of every {pecies,
as freqﬁently occurring after moft {orts
of acute fevers, and efpecially if they
have been protracted to a great length ;
and accounts for this circumf{tance, from
the diflipation of the animal fpirits, by
the violent and long-continued febrile

heat and watching; from a defett in



















































































































252  CASES OF INSANITY, &c.

together 'with difquietude of thought
and anxiety ; he {wallowed with dif-
ficulty and pain, his tafte was im-
perfeét, his voice feeble and ' indif-
tictly articulate, he funk intoa flate
of torpid infenfibility, and muft have
perithed for want of food, had he
not been nurfed and fed with the fame
care as is fhewn to a babe; he often
flavered from his mouth, ftood like a
ftatue, with his eyes immoveably ri-
vetted to.the ground, and could not
be ealily rouzed ; his extremities always
appeared livid, and felt cold eveniin
the hotteft day .of fummer ; the pupils
" of his eyes were much contracted, and
~ the whole of the eyes themielves ap-
peared as if covered with thin varnifh;

his cheeks were drawn in and hollow,
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