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192 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

piety. It has been well remarked, by divines
and metaphysicians, that passive impressions
become progressively weaker by frequent recur-
rence ; and that the heart is liable to grow
callous to scenes of horror and distress, and
even to the view of death itself. This law of
nature is intended, by the wise and benignant
author of our frame, to answer the most salu-
tary purposes, by co-operating with another
of equal, perhaps superior, force. For active
propensities are formed, and gradually strength-
ened, by the like renewal of the circumstances
which excite them. The love of goodness is
thits rendered habitual ; and rectitude of con-
duct is steadily and uniformly pursued, without
struggle or perturbation.

The human character then attains the highest
excellence, of which this probationary state is
capable ; and, perhaps, no profession is more
favourable, than that of physic, to the formation
of a mental constitution, which unites in it
very high degrees of intellectual and moral
vigour; because it calls forth the steady and
unremitting exertions of benevolence, under
the direction of cultivated reason; and, by
opening a wider and wider sphere of duty,
progressively augments their reciprocal ener-
gies. But the connection between the laws
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196 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

They are evil communications, which forcibly
tend to corrupt good manners.

To the comprehensive view of a well-
educated physician, the Divine Being will
appear, with the fullest manifestation, in all
without and all within him. Through the
several kingdoms of nature, with which he
is intimately acquainted, he traces every
where design, intelligence, power, wisdom,
and goodness. And in the frame of his own
“body, aswell as in the constitution of his men-
tal faculties, he finds especial reason to con-
elude, that above all the other works of the
creation, he is fearfully and wonderfully made.
The daily offices of his profession disclose to
him irrefragable proofs of the providence and
moral government of God.—Iealth, as con-
sisting in the soundness and vigour of the bo-
dily organs, and in their complete aptitude for
exertion and enjoyment, is doubtless of inesti-
mable consideration. But the occasional sus-
pension of this blessing may be necessary to
obviate the abuses to which it is liable ; to
evince its high value; to remedy the injuries
it may have sustained ; and to insure its future
more permanent duration, A strong consti-
tution is too often made subservient to sensu-
ality, ebriety, and other licentious indulgences,

which,






































































































































































