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[ 42 1]

I returned to Chatham again on the
fourteenth, with orders to fumigate as
many of the Ruffian vefiels, efpecially fuch
as were moft fickly, as I pofiibly could ;
for though the experiment could not be re-
gularly carried on, yet in this manner it
might leffen the virulence of the diforder,
and diminifh the number of fick fent to the
hofptal.

Next day I waited on Capt. Chechagoff
and Capt. Sinavin, and found that their
veflels were not yet cleared of their ftores,
&ec. {o that I could not go on with either.
Indeed, the Ratvezan was pretty healthy,
her Commander, Capt. Chechagoff, being
very attentive to every means of purifying
his veffel by ventilation and cleanlinefs, and
by deftroying and fupprefling the /bubs, as
far as he poffibly could ; for he told me,
he could not do them away altogether,
without giving the men other cloathing 77
liex, which muft be done by an order from
the Commander in Chief,

Captain
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that the fire was too much occupied to get
a {ufficient quantity of fand heated.

But, as it was pofiible, that even this
{light fumigation might fucceed by long
continuance, and as their own Surgeon
was now acquainted with the procefs,
and well difpofed to carry .it on, I left
the materials and utenfils on board ; and,
before my departure, waited on Captain
Sinavin, who, at this time, lived on fhore,
and who (after being acquainted with
the foregoing circumftances) faid that he
fhould order it to be continued while his
thips company were anywife fickly.

The Ratvezan having likewife gone into
dock; to prevent her crew becoming fickly
on board the receiving fhip, I, at Captain
Chechagoft ’s particular requeft, fent uten-
fils and materials on board to fumigatedaily.

Having now put thefe Ruffian veflels
in a fair train for continuing the fumi-
gation ; and finding that my prefence, on
account of my ignorance of their language,

9 ¢ould





































































[ 70 ]

and fmall pieces of iron into their pots, in1

order to give a high degree of red {moking

quality to the acid. 'When you acquainted
me of Dr. C. Smyth’s difcovery, it occur=
red to me, that as the common notion of
nitrous acid vapours, i1s confined to thofe
that are red, fome people might, in the firft
place, be prejudiced againft it, from the
idea of} the vapours being noxious; as
the red vapours are undoubtedly, and
‘others might think that they made the pro-
cefs more effeCtual, by adding to Dr. C:
Smyth’s mixture, metals, or inflammable
fubftances, in order to produce thofe red
vapours. I therefore thought it would be
proper for Dr. C. Smyth, to point out the
difference between the vapours produced in
his method, and the red nitrous fumes
which are fo well known ; and alfo to cau=
tion the operators to avoid metal veffels, or
the addition of metals or inflammable fub=
ftances.

_’Thefe
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CERTIFICATE.

®“ It has been obferved that the fumi-

‘“ gation, with the nitrous acid, introduced

by Mr. Menzies on board the fhip
Pamet Euftaphia, has produced, in a
fhort time, the beft effett in {topping
the pmgrefg of the fever and other evils,
which were then evidently mcreafmg,

< for which reafon it was not only regus-

larly continued on board of that thip,
even after Mr. Menzies’s departure, but
adopted on board of others, and always
found ufeful. It is therefore my duty

‘< to certify by this not only the good con-

fequences that have been obferved from
that ufeful contrivance, bu_t even the
advantage that arifes from its eafy and

 fure execution, in comparifon with other
means of fumigating the fhips whmh
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