Observations on the utility and administration of purgative medicines in
several diseases / by James Hamilton.

Contributors

Hamilton, James, 1749-1835.
University of Leeds. Library

Publication/Creation
Edinburgh : Bell & Bradfute [etc.], 1826.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/g3u5vj7k

Provider

Leeds University Archive

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
University of Leeds Library. The original may be consulted at The University
of Leeds Library. where the originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/













g_%—; oL L'LCJKJ'U{‘?{E'#W

R x/ cé-mmf f]f;a-?x: k_m

bolisnbicysl 2 2 Hloc
OBSERVATIONS gy o

e et

y PRI - e s

ON THE

UTILITY AND ADMIN ISTRATION

oOF

PURGATIVE MEDICINES

in

VI MES HAMILTON. M. D.
.

FELLOW OF THE ROYTAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANG, AND oF THE ROTAL

SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH ; AND SENIOR PHYSICIAN TO TUE
ROYAL INFIRMARY oF THAT CITY.

e

SECOND EDITION, CORRECTED AND ENLARGED,

———

—
—— ——

EDINBURGH :

FRINTED FOR JAMES SIMPSON, ROYAL EXCHANGE ;
JOHN MURRAY, FLEET-STREET, LONDON 3
AND

GILBERT AND HODGES, DUBLIX,

1806.








































































PURGATIVE MEDICINES. L

I do not officioufly or willingly point out what I
conceive to have been the grounds of miftake in me-
dicine. I venerate the learning and ingenuity of our
predeceflors, which contributed to procure for the
medical art, a name and a confequence in the efti-
mation of mankind. If, however, they have failed
in fome things, we ought to take a leflon from this
failure, and by fhunning the fpecious fallacy of hafty
generalization, and by having recourfe to a diligent,
accurate, and minute enquiry after facts, which
enquiry, the ftate of medicine demands of us, endea-
your to promote its beft and trueft interelts.

I make thele obfervations as an apology, if one
be neceflary, for my having occafionally, in the fol-
lowing obfervations, difregarded prevalent and fa-
{hionable doctrines of the fchools; and for my hav-
ing departed from the ulual routine of practice in
refpect of the adminiftration of purgative medicines.
A habit which T early acquired of attending to the

A3 means












PURGATIVE MEDICINES. 9

I am not ignorant that coftivenefs, even to a con-
fiderable extent, will prevail in robuft and otherwife
healthy people, without immediate injury. In fuch
inftances, the circulating and abforbent fyftems are
active and powerful ; in confequence of which the
fluid contents of the inteftines, may be fo quickly
and fo completely abforbed, as to leave a compara.
tively fmall mafs, incapable from its bulk, of giving
a ftimulus fufficient to excite the propenfity to eva-
cuate the bowels ; but which, by gradual and flow
accumulation, acquires this bulk, and is at laft voided
-under the appearance of an indurated ftool,

This conftitutional coftivenefs is of dangerous ten-
dency, and however defirable it may be to rectify it,
the confideration of it is not comprehended in my
prefent plan, which embraces only a few difeafes, of
which, T confider coftivenefs to be the caufe, or in

which I apprehend it to be a leading or perruaneat
[ymptom,

In profecuting my fubje, when I oppofe the opi-
nions of refpeable authors, 1 truft I fhall fpeak with
the deference and refpect which I feel to be due to
them. And when I propofe changes in pratice
which experience has taught me to be ufeful ; I will

de






PURGATIVE MEDICINES. . 11

ral pathology, employed purgative medicines, with
the intention of expelling peccant matter, but not be-
fore it had been feparated from the mafs of fluids, by
an appropriate fermentation. The fame pathologifts
taught, that different purgatives poflefled diftin&t
powers, and moved different fluids by a fpecific ac-
tion, Hence they have talked of cholagogues, phle-
magogues, hydragogues, and of melanagogues ; and
have difplayed much apparent fagacity, in felecting

the purgative adapted to the expulfion of the fluid
prevalent at the time,

. This fermentation, however, and what was fup-
poled its natural confequence, the depofition of pec-
cant humours, have ceafed to hold a place in the
dotrines of phyfic. While the fpecific operation of
purgatives in expelling particular fluids, is neither

confirmed by fubfequent experience, nor allowed to
have any influence in pra@ice.

Modern phyficians have two objeéts in view, in the
adminiftration of purgative medicines ;—the one is
to empty the bowels fimply ; the other, to promote
an increafed fecretion of fluids into the cavity of the
inteftines, or in other words, to induce purging.
They have accordingly confidered medicines thus
employed, to be of two kinds, laxative and purgative ;

and






PURGATIVE MEDICINES. 13

the chyle, and preventing it from pafling into the
circulation. Purgative medicines, thus acting, are
afeful on fome occafions ; and are advantageouily
employed in fome difeafes. But purging is not de-
firable in the difeafes, which are the fubjets of the
following obfervations. ~Here, the fole intention, is
to bring off the contents of the bowels, which are
out of the courfe of the circulation; and, in fo far,
are already, In a manner, extraneous to the body ;
and 1 can hardly fuppofe, that debility will enfue
from purgative' medicines, given under this limita-
tion.

Befides unloading the bowels, purgative medicines
are faid to a& by emulging the excretory ducts of
different fecreting organs and glands, connected
with the ftomach and inteftines.—I do not think it
neceflary to confider this queftion minutely. Without
derogating from the good effects of purgatives act-
ing in this manner, I will only obferve, that for the
fake of perfpicuity, I refer the benefits which refult
from the ufe of purgatives to their fenfible effect,
rather than to one which is lefs obvious ; and that
for the fake of precifion, I fpeak of this effect, as re-
moving a caufe of irritation, without, however,

meaning to advance or fupport any theory on the
{ubjgct.

CHAP,
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The prefence of typhus is firft known, by derange-
ment of the ftomach, which is marked by ficknefs,
lofs of appetite, thirft, headach, white, or loaded
tongue, and generally by coftivenefs. Thefe fymp-
toris - are foon followed Ey affection of the furface,
of the faﬁguifemus fyltem, and of different fecretions.
Fo which, in the more advanced ftate of the fever,
are fuper-added delirium, tremors, fubfultus ten-
dinum, floccitatio, fingultus ; thefe are fuppofed to
denote éonfiderable affetion of the nervous fyftem.

The fymptoms above enumerated appear in fuccef-
fion, and generally in the order in which I have enu-
merated them ; thofe which affet the ftomach, as
they are the firft, fo they are the moft permanent
throughout the fever. They accompany the others
as they arife, and very poflibly influence them, in re-
fpect of their mildnefs or feverity. They are, there-
fore, of great import, in the treatment of fever, and
demand particular attention,

-

At the time when I was appointed phyfician to the
Royal Infirmary, the cure of typhus fever was thought
to confift chiefly, in the removal of atony, and fpafm
of the veflels of the furface of the body. For this
purpofe, among other remedies, wéak antimonial,
and naufeating medicipes, were given freely. The

ftate






IN TYPHUS FEVER, 17

they had been for fome time, on fhort allowance of
provifions. Neverthelefs, they were obliged, from
the circumftances of the war, to avoid the channel,
and come round by the north of Scotland.

From the beginning of July, to the ninth day of
Augult, no lefs than one hundred and twenty-fix
men in fever, were fent athore, from his Majefty’s
thip Suffolk, one of the convoy, of whom twenty-
three died. And of forty men in fever, who were
landed from his Majelty’s fhip Egmont, another of
the convoy, on the tenth, eleventh, and thirteenth
of July, eight died.

Such of thefe men, as could not be accommodated
in a temporary hofpital, were quartered in Leith,
two, three, or four being billeted in one houfe; and
many of the inhabitants were feized with a fever, of
the fame kind with that under which the failors la-
boured, and it continued to prevail for many years
in the town.

Thefe circumftances, the proximity of Leith to
Edinburgh, and the great and daily reciprocal inter-
courfe which fubfifts between the inhabitants, will
account for a typhus fever of greater than ufual ma.
lignity, which appeared in Edinburgh about this

B time






IN TYPHUS FEVER. 10

mcu'ﬁe:; and cleaner, and a feeble creeping pulfe ac-
quired a firmer beat.

Refle&ting afterwards on thefe circumftances, it
occurred to me, as the purgative effet appeared to
have been the ufeful one, that any purgative medi-
cine might be fubftituted, for the calx antimonii ni-
trata; and that by this fubftitution, the unneceffary
debilitation of an exhaufted patient, by vomiting and
fweating might be avoided.

More extended experience confirmed thefe con-
je€tures ; and I was gradually encouraged to employ
purgative medicines early, in typhus, and to repeat
them in the courfe of the difeafe. And after having
long and ftriétly direted my attention to this point
of pratice, I am now thoroughly perfuaded, that
the full and regular evacuation of the bowels, relieves
the oppreflion of the ftomach, and mitigates the other
fymptoms of fever.

Farther, I am difpofed to refer the ufefulnefs of
purgative medicines, to their alting through the
whole extent of the inteftines, and to their confe-
quent moving and conveying off feculent matter ren.
dered offenfive and irritating, by conftipation, and
by the changed nature of the fluids fecreted into the
inteftinal canal ; a change which appears to take place

B 2 in






IN TYPHUS FEVER. 21

I cannot, however, omit remarking, that for fome

years paft, I find wine lefs neceffary in fever, than I
formerly thought it was. This may be owing to the
fever which has prevailed of late, being lefs malig-
nant than it was fome years ago; or to the effe& of
the purgative medicines which I have employed, and
which may obviate fymptoms of debility, as well as
remove them.

If this be a jult view of the cafe, the plain infe-
rence is, that the employment of purgative medicines,
to preferve a regular ftate of the belly, does not in-
creafe the debilitating effects of fever. This do@rine,
I know, is contrary to the opinion generally receiv-

ed ; but I am confident, that it is confonant to the
faét.

The objed to be attained, is the complete and re-
 gular evacuation of the offenfive feculent matter col-
leted in the bowels, in the coutfe of fever. Within
this limit, the practice is fafe and falutary. Of this
I am aflured, that I have had much fatisfa&ion in
the profecution of it; and have not in a fingle in-
ftance, had occafion to regret any injury or bad con-
fequence proceeding from it. For I am not an ad.
vocate for its being carried to the length of exciting
unufual fecretion into the cavity of the inteftines, and

B 3 of












ON PURGATIVE MEDICINES, &c. 25

Various authors, from an early period of the fix-
teenth century downwards, mention an ulcerated fore
throat, accompanied with a fcarlet efflorefcence on
the furface of the body, as frequently defolating dif-
ferent parts of the continent of Europe.

Sydenham defcribes fearlatina, as we often fee it,
to be a mild difeafe, requiring only common atten-
tions, quiet, and fimple diet ; and more likely to be
aggravated than relieved, by the “ nimii medici di-
« ligentid.”

Huxham and Fothergill afterwards wrote on fear-
latina, and the ulcerated fore throat ; and fince their
time, many Britith and foreign phyficians have pub-
lithed their fentiments, with regard to this difeafe;
and have fpoken of it under the title of fcarlatina
anginofa,

Thefe different accounts of fearlatina, have given
rife to. much nofological difcuffion, refpecting the
identity of the difeafe, as defcribed under different
names. Little doubt is now entertained on -the fub-
je&, fo far as fearlatina, and fearlatina anginofa are
concerned. It appears to be admitted, that the af.
fection of the threat in the latter may give a variety,

while
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IN SCARLATINA, . 29

pends in part, upon the varying nature and conftitu-
tion of fcarlatina itfelf, independently of all extrin-
fic circumftances ; in part, upon certain contingen-
cies, which are common to all the inhabitants of a
whole diftri¢t of country, fuch as the feafon of the
year, the temper.ature of the air, the kindlinefs or
inclemericy of the weather, together with other un-
known qualities of the atmofphere ; and in part, upon
circumftances which apply to individuals, fubjected
to the difeafe ; their general habit of body and con-
- {titution, their particular ftate of health, at the time
of attack, and their fituation, with refpett to lodging,
ventilation, and cleanlinefs.

Thefe circumftances concur in modifyin g the cha-
racter of the epidemic ; and while they introduce a
variety in the fymptoms of fcarlatina, they likewifle
point out the neceflity of making a correfponding
~ change in the method of cure, and of accommodat-
ing our prattice to the particular nature of the cafe.

Hence various opinions have been entertained, of

the nature of fcarlatina ; and, apparently, difcordant
methods of cure have been propofed.

Undoubtedly, varying epidemics of fcarlatina have
led to the praétice of blood-letting, in fome inftances,

and



28 ON PURGATIVE MEDICINES

and to the rejection of it, in others; to the adoption
of emetics and of blifters, by fome pratitioners,
while others neglect and pofitively forbid them. It
is owing to the fame caufe, that cinchona is warmly
recommended and almoft exclufively trufted, for the
cure of fcarlatina ; while on the other hand, it is re-
probated, as tending to induce {loughs, and putrid
ulcers in the throat, which it was expeted to have
obviated and removed. In like manner, purgatives
have been condemned as ufelefs, if not dangerous,
in fcarlatina ; and lately, the affufion of cold water
over the furface, or the ablution of the fkin, by
means of tepid water, have been recommended and
pradtifed in fcarlatina, according to circumftances,
by men, whofe opinions have great weight and au-
thority. -

Thus, the young and timid pratitioner is diftract-
ed, and at a lofs what courfe to purfue, that he may
embrace a fafe and decided line of conduét. It will be
a difficult tafk, to difpel the clouds that overfhadow
medical practice in fcarlatina. The only way of ac-
complifhing it will be, to give a full {tatement of the
leading fymptoms of the different epidemics of {car-
latina noticed by authors ; and to appropriate to each,
the general and topical remedies which they require.

Whoever embarks in this undertaking, and executes
it

Gl L e—
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IN SCARLATINA. 29

it with fuccefs, will render an ufeful fervice to the
public.

Thefe reflexions occurred to me, upon turning my
thoughts towards the fubje¢t of fcarlatina; and I
conceive them of fufficient importance, to merit the
attention which I have beftowed upon them,

I proceed now, to the proper obje of this paper ;
in profecuting which, I beg to be underftood, as
confidering fcarlatina, and fcarlatina anginofa, to be
the fame difeafe, ufing always the term fcarlatina,
as including both. And thus, in compliance with
common cuftom, and for a reafon which will after-
wards appear, I fhall treat of this modification of the
difeafe, feparately from cynanche maligna, of which
I fhall take diftin& notice, in the fequel.

An inflammatory diathefis frequently prevails on
the firft attack, and during the early period of fear-
latina. For this reaflon, venefe@ion has been rank-

ed






IN SCARLATIN A 81

learnt that the fymptoms of debility which take place
in typhus fever, fo far from being encreafed, were
obvioufly relieved, by the evacuation of the bowels.
I was, therefore, under little apprehenfion from
them, in _fcg,ﬂatina. I have never witnefled finking
and fainting, as mentioned by fome authors, and fo
much dreaded by them ; neither have I obferved re-
vulfion from the furface of the body, and confequent
premature fading, or in common language, {triking
in of the efflorefcence, from the exhibition of purga-
tives. Accordingly, in treating fcarlatina, I have
confided much, in the ufe of purgative medicines ;
and no variety of the difeafe, as appearing in differ-
ent epidemics, or in the courfe of the fame epidemic,
has hitherto prevented me from following out this
pradtice, to the extent which I have found neceffary.

Here, I beg again to caution the reader againft the
common aflociation of purging, with the ufe of pur-
gative medicines ; thefe are given only in the prefent
cale, to remedy the impaired action of the inteftines,
and fecure the complete expulfion of their ‘contents,
and thus to prevent any accumulation from remain-
ing to aggravate the feverity of the {fymptoms, and
produce further fource of [uffering to the patient.

Befides -
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Befides thefe motives for the exhibition of purga<
tives, I have obferved, that the febrile ftate in fcarla-
tina is more apt to induce coftivenefs, and to change
the nature of the contents of the bowels, than it isin
typhus. For in moft cafes of fcarlatina, the alvine
evacuation has an unnatural appearance, and in ge-
neral, a peculiarly fetid fmell.

While I have thus found, that purgative medicines
mitigate the fymptoms of fearlatina, T have alfo in
general, experienced them to afford the moft certain

means, either of preventing dropfical fwellings, and

“ other {ubfequent derangements of health, or of re-
moving them, when formed. For this reafon I give
purgatives, not only during the fever, but for fome
time after convalefcence.

On this fubjeét, it is proper to remark, that the
termination of fcarlatina cannot be alcertained, from
its previous ftate ; we can form no general -conclufi-
on as to the dropfical tendency, from the violence or
mildnefs of the preceding fymptoms. I have been
involved in the greateft perplexity by the appear-
ance of dropfical affeétion, after the termination of a
mild fcarlatina. During the progrefs of fcarlatina,
therefore, practitioners cannot be t0o much on the

watch againft unexpe&ted changes, and unfavourable
appearances.

|
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IN SCARLATINA, 33

appearances. They muft never, in the flighteft cafe,
lofe fight of the ¢ diligentia medici,” although Syden-
ham feems to ridicule this attention, by applying to
it the epithet ¢ nimia.’

The fame adtivity, however, in the exhibition of
purgative medicines, is not required in every epide-
mic, and in every cafe of fcarlatina, In fome in-
tances, the belly is moved with eafe, and in others,
not without difficulty. Scarlatina was frequent in
Edinburgh, in autumn 1804, and in winter 1804-5.
In this epidemic, the bowels were peculiarly confti-
pated, the termination in dropfy was frequent, and
the mortality great. 1 have not afcertained the cir-
cumftances to which this different ftate of the bowels
in fcarlatina, is to be afcribed. But on whatever
caufe the difference depends, it will be neceffary for
us to adapt our practice in the ufe of purgatives, to
the nature of the prevailing epidemic.

It is not perhaps, of great moment, to be folicitous
about the felettion of purgative medicines in fcarla-
tina. In general, I have chiefly employed thofe,
which I have mentioned in my obfervations on ty-
phus. Children cannot be always eafily induced to
take medicines of any kind. Submuriate of mer-
cury, may, on this account, be proper for them.

c But
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IN SCARLATINA. 35

as this is not the general opinion, I was unwilling
that doubt fhould arife from this quarter, refpeéting
the ufe of purgative unedicines in fcarlatina. For
while in this, the more fimple form of the difeafe,
purgatives are confidered by almoft every one as
dangerous, they are univerfally, and altogether con-
demned in cynanche maligna. Had I therefore
{poken in a general way, and feemed to have recom-
mended purgative medicines in all the varieties of fcar-
latina, my propofal would have been received with
fuch diftruft, that the pratice which, from a con-
viction of its utility, I was anxious to promote,
might have been neglected, and paffed from, without
a trial of its expediency.

But the line which I have taken, will avert this
danger. I have ftated my practice, of exhibiting
purgatives in {carlatina ; I proceed now to confider
it in relation to cynanche maligna.

The extreme debility which is manifeft in the ma-
lignant fore throat, has given rife to a {trong objec-
tion to evacuations of any kind, and particularly to
that by purging, in the treatment of it. It would
indeed appear, that this objeCtion has been urged
with effed, againft the ufe of purgatives even in fcar-
latina, in confequence of the connexion which had

g 2 been






IN 8CARLATINA., 37

enfuing from the movement and expulfion of an
acrimonious feculent mafs.

An exhaufting diarrhceea, or even a dyfentry, it is
faid, are troublefome and common confequences of
cynanche maligna; on which account, purgatives
are conceived to be injurious. But I cannot fee the
force of this objettion. For were I to devife a means
of preventing thefe confequences, or of removing
them when they had taken place ; none more likely
would occur to me, than the ufe of thofe very pur-
gatives, which- are thus fo dogmatically profcribed.
While I employed them, however, I would carefully
limit their effect, to the exprefs purpofe of unload-
ing the bowels, and fhun the inconvenience of in-
ducing weaknefs, by full purging.

Under thefe impreflions, 1 have formed a favour-
able opinion of the utility of purgative medicines in
cynanche maligna. But let me here caution the
reader, that in giving this opinion, I have departed
from the rule which I had formed to myfelf. Itisa
theoretical opinion, and not fo fully fupported by
experience, as to enable me to deliver it with confi-
dence.

The
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in repeated dofes, to an extent beyond former ex-
ample. And the utility of the practice was felf evi-
dent, and acknowledged. Yet Dr. Binns, in the
fubfequent part of his account of this epidemic, de-
rogates from the efficacy of purgatives, and attri-
butes much of his fuccefs, and his fuccefs was great,
to other remedies, particularly to gargles.

In the Gentleman’s Magazine for June 1772, an
anonymous correfpondent mentions an epidemic fear-
latina which prevailed at Ipfwich. His letter is a
medical curiofity. It is little known, and is not
now readily acceflible, as the depofitory of it has be-
come {carce, and is generally to be found only in
public libraries. Iinfert it therefore at length, for
 the gratification, I may hope, for the inftruéion of
my readers. It runs thus ;

“ Mr. UrBan,
“ If the following comports with the defign of
your ufeful colletion, pleafe to give it a place the

firft opportunity, and you will oblige a conftant
reader.”

To Dry =, London.
‘* Sk,
“ Notwithftanding you are an abfolute ftranger
to me, your chara&er as a phyfician, and as a candid,

humane,
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¢ The pabulum morbi is, acrid bile. This is cer-
tainly known by the immediate cure of the fick, who
apply very foon after the feizure, and take fuch me-
dicines as a& {martly on the ftomach and bowels;
by the great relief all others find by vomiting and
purging ; and is confirmed by the contents of the
evacuations, which are little elfe but acrid or putrid
bile.

¢ The treatment I have given the fick is, imme-
diately to evacuate them, in proportion to the ftrength
of the patient, the violence of the fymptoms, the
time of the difeafe, and the particular ftate of the
conftitution.

¢ The evacuating medicines I have given, are the
following :

“ Recipe—Ral. c. c. antimon. crud. pulv.an; p.
. calcinentur fimul in crucibulo donec fumi fulphu-
ris evanefcant, et regulus antimonii manifeftus fit ;

deinde ab igne remove, et in pulverem fubtiliffimum
_reciligf:.;r

“ Recipe—Pulv. fupradi&. partes tres.—Mercurii
dulcis fexies fublimati, et fubtiliffime triturati, par-
tem unam. mifce,

=0F
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% If the ears are affetted, I have ufed the laft
mentioned mixture, as foon as they difcharge, juit
tepid, as an injection, feveral times a day.

¢ After the floughs are all off, and the fever gone,
I have found it neceflary, in fome few cafes, to give
of the following tinfture; Recipe—Infuf. corticis
Peruviani Huxhami, unciam unam et dimidiam,—
Rhabarbari fpirit. unciam dimidiam ; drachmam
unam vel drachmas duas, bis in dies, horis medicinz

in aqua pura.

¢ The liquors I have ufed, have been water-gruel,
barley-water, chicken-water, fage tea, rofemary tea,
or baum tea, occafionally. Of thefe I have recom-
mended the fick to drink freely, cold or juft tepid ;
keeping them at the fame time cool, and admitting
frefh air freely into the room, remembering always
Pii"u’s maxim, ¢ putredo fit a calore alieno et interno.”

“ The fuccefs has been beyond my moft fanguine
expectations ; Thave had confiderably more than one
hundred patients, and have not buried one.”

“ Ipfwich, June 3.” |

“ This letter was written fome months ago, fince
which time the number of patients have increafed

to near three hundred, with the fame fuccefs.”
The
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the colour and odour of the feces, fetid breath, fwel-
ling of the upper lip, and itching of the nofe, mark
the beginning of the difeafe.

When thefe fymptoms have continued for fome
time, they are followed by alternate palenefs and
fluthing of the countenance, heat and drynefs of the
fkin, feeble and quick pulfe, thirft, fretfulnefs, in-
creafing debility and difturbed fleep, during which
the patients grind or gnath their teeth, and are fub-
jet to involuntary ftarting, and twitching of diffe-
rent mufcles.

Every cafe of marafmus does not neceffarily in-
clude all the fymptoms which I have enumerated,
Different combinations of them give a variety of the
difeafe, which is, however, in general, readily known
and diftinguifhed,

Marafmus appears moft commonly among weak
and infirm children, whether they are fo from deli-
cacy of contftitution, or from incidental caufes, Tt is
particularly prevalent in large and populous cities,
where children are deprived of ready accefs to exer-
cife in pure air, and ficken and pine in the nurfery ;
or when  they are confined in crowded and airlefs
fchool-rooms, whither they are fent, partly for the

purpofes
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Tenize, and Lumbrici, are the worms moft commonly
found in the human inteftines,

Alfcarides, which are often paffed in great num-
bers by children when at ftool, are not accompanied
by the fymptoms of marafmus. Except an itching
about the anus, they give little other uneafinefs.

- The tenia or tﬁpe worm, the prefence of which is
known by peculiar fymptoms, which are the fource
of much fuffering in after periods of life, is altoge-
ther unknown in infancy and childhood.

The lumbricus, or round worm, therefore, muft
be the generally fuppofed caufe of the fymptoms of
-marafmus. Medical gentlemen, who have practifed
in tropical climates, fpeak much of the lumnbricus,
and mention the number of them that is occafionally
pafled to be very great. There may be fomething in
the climate, foil, or ftate of the air of thefe regions ;
in the mode of life or conftitution of the inhabitants,
with which we are unacquainted which may account
for this circumftance. Bur in our cooler latitudes,
no fuch inftances of numerous lumbrici have been
‘moticed. On the contrary, after the belt direted
courfe of anthelmintic medicines, when the {fymp-
toms of the difeafe are going off, no lumbrici have

D been
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been feen, unlefs we admit, that the worms, deftroy-
ed by the efficacy of the medicines, conftitute the
unnatural and fetid feces which, in fuch inftances,
are voided in great abundance.

~ This admiffion, however, is not to be readily grant-
ed; for fimilar feces are paffed upon the exhibition

of an early purgative, and before any fpecific vermi-
fuge is employed.

Farther, the prefence of lumbrici in the bowels is
by no means an uniform caufe of bad health. They
have been known to exift in the inteftinal canal with-
out any difeafe enfuing. Thefe inftances are not rare,
and are not confined to childhood. They militate
againft the received opinion, that lumbrici, within
the inteftines, are the caufe of marafmus ; for if they
are fo in a fingle cafe, they fhould be fo in every
one.

This opinion, however, that worms exift, and ex-
ert a baneful influence in the inteftines, has been o
prevalent for ages, that a great many anthelmintic
medicines, fome peculiar to the nurfery, others to
the regular practitioner, have been mentioned and
extolled. Of thefe, fome have been confidered as
fpecific poifon to the infeét, and others are conceived

to
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to deftroy it by mechanical triture. Moft of them

have had their partifans for the day, and have pafled
in fucceflion through the ordeal of experience, into
oblivion.  The utility of fuch anthelmintics as have
been found to be moft beneficial, has, in my opinion,
been, in proportion to the purgative powers which
they poffeffed.

When I confider the languor and laffitude which
precede this marafmus; when I recolleét the confti-
| tutional or acquired debility of thofe who are more

particularly expofed to be affetted by it, inftead of
' adopting the common opinion, of its being occafioned

by m‘ru'rms, I am more difpofed to think, that a torpid
| ftate, or weakened aQion of the alimentary canal, is
| the immediate caufe of the difeafe ; whence proceed

coftivenef(s, diftenfion of the bowels, and a peculiar
| irritation, the confequence of remora of the feces.
I have accordingly been long in the habit of employ-
| Ing purgative medicines for the cure of this maraf-
mus ; the objedt is, to remove indurated and fetid
feces, the accumulation perhaps of months; and as
this object is accomplithing, the gradual return of
appetite and vigour mark the progrefs of rechvery.

- The hiftory of the difeafe, from the firft indifpofi-
on, to the appearance of more urgent {ymptoms,
D 2 \difpufms
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Manifeft danger now threatens the young fufferer,
whofe remaining fleth and ftrength are rapidly wafted
by the fupervening fever; while proftration and de-
pravity. of appetite withhold neceffary nourifhment.
And at the fame time, the more inative bowel, and
greater bulk of feculent matter, throw additional
difficulties in the way of a cure. .

Under thefe circumftances, I adopt aétive practice,
in the view of f{timulating the inteftines, and of put-
ting the colletted mafs in motion without delay. I
find thefe ends are beft obtained by giving fmall do-
fes of the purgative medicine which I employ, and
by repeating thefe frequently ; fo that the latter
dofes may fupport the effetts of preceding ones.—
When the bowels are once opened, ftronger purga-
tives, given at longer intervals, will accomplifh the
cure.

I obferve calomel to be equally ufeful in this, as
in the incipient ftate of the difeafe ; but great atten-
tion muft be given during the exhibition of it, With-
out this, as the fetor of the breath prevents us from
recognizing the mercurial fetor accurately, the
mouth may be affected unneceffarily and unexpe(t-
edly,

D3 While
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For fome time after the {ymptoms have difappear-
ed, it is expedient to continue a mild {timulus to the
bowels. As they have recently fuffered, and have
been weakened by over diftenfion, they are apt to
favour fubfequent accumulation of feces, the forerun-
ner of a relapfe, which is to be dreaded the more, as
the patients have been weakened by the previous
difeafe.

This gentle folicitation of the alvine evacuation, for
it ought to be gentle, is not attended with danger ;
on the contrary, it is the greateft promoter of reco-
very in this cafe, with which I am acquainted. It re-
lieves the ftomach, and improves the appetite and
digeftion. Befides, nothing more is intended by this
pradtice, than to eftablifh a regular ation of the
bowels, ‘after long conftipation, by procuring daily
one or two eafy motions, which are indeed at all
times neceffary to the healthy condition of child-
hood.

With this precaution, I do not feel the neceffity
of employing tonic and bracing medicines to com-
plete the cure; this objet is readily obtained, in ge-
neral, by the ufe of light nourifhing food, and by the
“patient being much in the open air.

Ide
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the ftimulus of purgative medicines, which brings the
fluggith bowels into regular action, and evacuates
their contents; and as the difeafe attacks the young
and thoughtlefs, who can hardly explain their feel-
ings, it behoves mothers, and nurfes, and fuperin-
tendants of nurferies and of manufactories, to whom
the care of the young is committed, to watch over
their charge with afliduity. Proftration and depra-
~ vity of appetite, a changing complexion, tumefattion
of the abdomen, fcanty and unnatural {tools, and fe-
tid breath, indicate approaching danger. When thefec
therefore, are obferved, affiftance fhould be afked ;
by the prompt interpofition of which much eventual
diftrefs, and even death itfelf may be prevented.

But other confiderations weigh with me alfo, when
I call for this affiduity. Marafmus has a clofe con-
- nexion with other formidable difeafes, and either pre-
cedes or feems to accompany them ; of thefe, I {hall
at prefent notice two, hydrocephalus and epilepfy.

Hydrocephalus internus, the bane of infancy and
of childhood, a difeafe big with much fuffering, and
of a fatal tendency, has at all times occupied the
attention of phyficians. They have endeavoured to
inveftigate its nature, to aflign the caufes which in-
duce it, and to propofe curative indications, Differ-

ent
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Epilepfy, than which no difeafe is fo diftrefling to
the patient, and perplexing to the phyfician, often
appears in childhood. It acquires a hold, and is con-
firmed by the repetition of the fits, till their frequen-
¢y, and the force of habit fix it, and make it a con-
{titutional difeafe for life.

It is not my prefent purpofe to enquire in what
manner, the functions of the organs more immedi-
ately affected by epileptic paroxyfm are influenced,
fo as to give permanency to the difeafe. The uncer-
tainty of the theories propofed on this fubje&,‘and
the little benefit that arifes from them in praétice,
hold out little inducement to enter on the difcul-
fion,

It is however, I believe, generally underftood, that
the firlt attagys of epilepfy are not always idiopathic;
but are frequently the effe€t of particular irritation
of the mind or body. There are many inftances of
irritation of the body inducing epilepfy. When no
other is evident, the loaded inteftine and the change
induced on its contents in the courfe of the maraf-
mus, of which I have fpoken, may be fulpeéted of
giving the irritation in queftion,

In
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Different authors arrange thefe fymptoms indifcri-
minately, under different names, Chlorofis, Leuco-
phlegmatia, and Cachexia; which are, in medicine,
therefore, nearly {fynonymous.

Chlorofis has attracted the notice of the earlieft
medical writers, and various opinions refpeting its
nature and caules, have been entertained.

It is not perhaps neceflary at this era, to confider
at length, the doctrines of the humoral pathology,
which prevailed in phyfic, from a remote period and
about which the Boerhavian fchool was fo much oc-
cupied. The dogmata refpeting fpontaneous gluten,
the lentor and fluidity of the blood, and the alkaline
and acid acrimonies of the fluids, do not now arreft
much attention. Even in the prefent improved ftate

~of chemiftry, we are little able to afcertain the na-
ture of the animal fluids, either in a ftate of health
or of difeafe ; {o as to fay, in"what the former con-

fifts ; or by what deviations the latter is intro-
duced.

Neverthelefs, to this fuppofed cachetic ftate of

the juices, the above mentioned fymptoms of chloro-

{is have been referred ; and, to promote a cure, re-

courfe has been had to diluting, incraffating, and
ftrengthening

b
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therefore exift, long before the agency of the men-
ftrual flux is felt in the conftitution.

But, oppofed to this theory, a fHll mofe conelus
five argument is drawn, from the circumftance of
chlorofis appearing occafionally among the more
feeble, and delicate of the male fex ; for although
females are attacked more frequently and more fes
verely with chlorofis, yet it is not peculiar to them.

For thefe reafons, this dorine is now generally
rejeCted.  Another; founded on the ftate of the ge:
hital orgaris, occupies its place ; it comes from mofk
refpectable authority, and it has obtained many
profelytes.

Dr. Cullen thus exprefles Hinifelf in paragraphs
M, MI, MII, MIIL, of his Firlt Lines of the Pradtice
of Phyfic; ¢ Thefe fymptoms,” namely, fome of
thofe which I have enumerated above. (and which the
Dr. details,) ¢ when occurring in a high degree, con:
ftitute the ehlorofis of authors ; hardly ever appear:
ing feparate from the retention of the menfes ; and
ttending to thefe lymptoms, the caufe of this retens
tion, may, I think, be perceived.

“ Thefe fymptoms, manifeftly thew a eonfiderable
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tion of the latter, and in producing the menftrual
flux ; the prefumption, that a certain ftate of the ge-
nitals is neceflary to give tone and tenfion to the
‘whole fyftem, and that, if the ftimulus arifing from
this {tate be wanting, the whole fyftem may fall into
a torpid, or flaccid {tate, whence chlorofis may arife ;
appear to be merely a begging of the queftion, and
lead to no certain conclufion, as to the nature, or
caufe of this {tate of the genitals, the fuppofed prime
mover in the retention of the menfes, and in the
introduétion of chlorofis ; or to a knowledge of the

means of curing either.

The partial and temporary fufpenfion of the in-
fluence of the genitals, is fuppofed, according to this
theory, greatly to affet the general fyltem. But
there are inftances, where this influence is altoge-
ther, and irretrievably loft ; and where no difeafe
enfues. Caftrated and fpayed animals fuffer certain
changes of conftitution, but they retain the enjoy-
ment of perfect health. And, in our own {pecies,
eunuchs, however much degraded in the eftimation
of fociety, in confequence of their emalculation, are
neither a fhort lived, nor an unhealthy fet of men.
Reafoning from this analogy, I do not underftand
how the influence of the female genitals can be fo

great,
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Imprefled with thefe confiderations, and with a
previénus favourable opinion of the utility of purga-
tive medicines, in other complaints, I, many years
ago, adopted the ufe of them in chlorofis. T expeét-
ed, by obviating coftivenefs, to remove the ftomachic
fymptoms, and, of courfe, others that depended up-
on them. I purfued this practice with the greater
readinefs, becaufe I had experienced, on many occa-
fions, the uncertain, and protracted cure of chlorofis,
by the remedies in common ufe.

Scarcely had I begun the exhibition of purgative
medicines in chlorofis, when I had the fatisfaétion to
find that the opinion, which I had formed of them,
was well founded, and that they proved at once fafe,
and quickly falutary.

As chlorofis proceeds by flow degrees, from its
commencement, to its confirmed ftate; fo I found,
according to the progrefs which it had made, that the
bowels were more or lefs eafily moved, 1 therefore
varied the ftrength of the purgative medicines, which
I employed, as well as the frequency of their repeti-
tion, as this circumftance feemed to require. The
unloading the conflipated bowels is the objeét to be
obtained here, as it will be found to be in chorea

Sancti






IN CHLOROSIS. 5

After all, I am not fingular in this practice. The
favourers of the humoral pathology have recommend-
ed a gentle purge, at intervals, to carry off whatever
loads the inteftines. Others advife the fame practice,
that the ftimulus excited by the purgative may be
communicated to the veflels of the uterus, which
have connexion with thofe of the re€tum. But as
the objefts, in thefe inftances, were only fecondary,
the dire good effeéts of purgative medicines {eem
not to have been underftood, or to have been loft in
other views, directing other treatment.

In concluding this fubje&, I muft obferve, how
much it behoves thofe, who have the charge of young
people, particularly of the female fex, to imprels
them with the propriety, nay, with the ablolute ne-
ceflity of attention to the regular {tate of the bowels ;
and to put it in their power, by the ufe of proper
means, to guard againft c&nftipatinn; and, at the
fame time, to watch over them, left, through indo-

lence












.

IN VOMITING OF BLOOD. 9

and grumous. The quantity of blood brought up
at one time, varies from a few ounces, to the quan-
tity of a pound or more. The diftrefling {ymptoms
are relieved by this difcharge of blood ; but are
again aggravated, previoufly to the return of a fimi-
lar attack.

This difeafe, under the ufual management, is of
uncertain duration, and of unequal feverity.

The time of life, at which this haamatemefis takes
~ place, and the circumftance of being peculiar to the
female fex, have induced pra@idoners to imagine,
that it is intimately conneted with the menftrual
- flux ; the fuppreflion of which has been generally
confidered as the fole caufe of the difeafe. It has

been faid to be a haamorrhagy, vicarious of the men-
fes.

The high importance of the uterine fyftem in the
animal ce:::nnnm}f cannot be doubted ; but the func-
tions of this fyftem are veiled in deep obfcurity, and
will not, perhaps, be at any time clearly underftood.
They have occupied much of the attention of the
{peculative enquirer ; and iﬁgcnuit}r has been taxed,
to invent theories in explanation of them, and of
their influence, in health, and in.difeafe,

The
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much has been imputed to the influence of the men-
fes, in circumftances of difeafe.  In explaining thefe
circumftances, we feem to have reafoned too much
on a fubjed, that is but too little underftood.

The interruption of the evacuation of the menfes
frequently takes place for a length of time, without
prejudice to the health. May not this interruption,
therefore, be oftener the fymptom, or confequence,
than the caufe of difeafe ? It is not uncommon for
females to complain, about the ufual period of men-
ftruation ; and if the menfes do not appear, the pre-
vious difeafe is haftily attributed to this circumftance,
But it may, with equal reafon, and with equal proba-
bility, be faid to have been the caufe of the fupprel-
fion.

If thefe things be fo, we cannot but regret theo.
retical difquifitions, which have, in other inftances,
as well as in the prefent one, led us to an attempt of
difficult accomplithment, and of uncertain iffue,—the
reftoration of fupprefled menftruation ; while a dif-
ferent practice, more certain, and more ufeful, and
- founded on different views of the cale, has been
either never devifed, or has been entirely negle&ed.

F I fecl






IN VOMITING OF BLOOD. 83

fpoke with the decifion which experience gives, and
I followed his advice.

This patient was from the country; of a robuft
make, and hale conftitution. She was about twenty
years of age. The alvine evacuation, procured on
the exhibition of the purgative, was copious, and of
unnatural appearance. She obtained immediate re-
lief ; vomiting of blood did not return ; and a few
more purgatives eftablithed her recovery. She left
the hofpital, ftrongly enjoined to preferve a regular
ftate of her belly,—means for this purpofe being
turnifhed to her.

In three or four months, this patient returned, la-
bouring under conttipation, and mmitiﬁg of blood.
The conftipation was again removed, by means of
calomel, and a great load of indurated, and fetid
feces was brought off. In a fhort time fhe left the

hofpital, again cured, and again admonifhed to be
more attentive to the ftate of her bowels.

This inftru@tive leflon was not loft upon me ; it
taught me, that the vomiting of blood of which I

fpeak, depends upon conftipation of the belly, a cir-
cumftance which I had not before fufpeéted,

FQ I have


















IN CHOREA SANCTI VITI. 89

The approaches of chorea are flow. A variable,
and often a ravenous appetite, lofs of ufual vivacity
and playfulnefs, a fwelling and hardnefs of the lower
belly in moft cafes, in fome a lank and foft belly,
and, in general,a conftipated ftate of the bowels, ag-
gravated as the difeafe advances, and {flight irregular
involuntary motions of different mufcles, particular-
ly of thofe of the face, which are thought to be the
effect of irritation, precede the more violent convul-
five motions, which now attraét the attention of the

- friends of the patient.

Thele convulfive motions vary. The mufcles of
the extremities, and of the face, thofe moving the
lower jaw, the head, and the trunk of the body, are
at different times, and in different inftances affeSted
by it., In this ftate, the patient does not walk fteadi.
ly; his gait refembles a jumping or ftarting ; he
fometimes cannot walk, and feems palfied ; he can-
not perform the common and neceflary motions,
with the affeGed arms.

This convulfive motion is more or lefs violent, and
is conftant, except during fleep, when, in moft in-
ftances, it ceafes altogether. Although different
muicles are fometimes fucceffively convulfed, yet, in

general,
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tion of the involuntary motions ; with thefe the con-
firmed ftate commences, and continues to the end of
the difeafe.

After detailing the hiftory, Sydenham proceeds,
in the Schedula Monitoria, to deliver his thenr}r and
his conduét of the cure of chorea.

- ¢ Cum affe€tus ifte,” (chorea fcilicet,) “ ab hu-
more aliquo in nervos irruente, quorum irritatione
iftiufmodi motus preternaturales producuntur, pen-
dere mihi videretur ; indicationes curativas primiim
ad humores illos tam venzfetione, qliam purgatione
minuendos, dein ad corroborandum genus nervofum
omnino dirigendas cenfebam. Quem in finem hic
utor methodo. Sanguinem ex wgri brachio ad un-
cias feptem, plus vel minus, pro ratione wtatis, educi
jubeo. Die fequente vel dimidiam partem, vel quid-
dam amplius, (pro ratione vel zetatis, vel etiam ma-
joris minorifve corporis, ad fubeundam catharfin, ap-
titudine) potionis purgantis communis exhibeo.

* Recipe—Tamarind. unciam dimidiam ; fol. fenn.
drachmas duas ; rhabarb. drachmam unam et dimi-
diam ; coq. fuf. quant. ag. ad uncias tres, in colat.
diffolv. mann. et fyr. rofar. folutiv. utriufque un-
Clam.
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Sydenham mentions his fuccefs under this ma-
nagement : * Quo morbo,” chorea fcilicet, * haud
pauciores quinque laborantes et vidi, et fanavi ipfe-

3

met.

Sydenham paffes over in filence the time requifite
for the cure of chorea. The intervals, however, be-
tween the three or four bleedings, during which pur-
gative and paregoric medicines were given, and the
injunétion to continue the ufe of cathartics and altera-
tives, after the laft blood-letting, till the patient is
at length completely recovered, make it probable,
that many weeks, if not months, muft have elapfed
before the cure was effected.

The theory of the prefent day differs from that of
Sydenham, which, although not very intelligible,
may be as good as its fubftitute ; and the only ufe-
ful part of his practice, has fallen into difufe. Lat-
ter phyficians, therefore, inftead of elucidating the
theory, and of improving the method of curing cho-
rea, have been retrograde in both refpeits.

It is now fufficient to fay, for what length of time
the authority of Sydenham, and the credit which his
opinions obtained, encouraged and protefted the
practice, which he recommended. It is certain, how-

ever,
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ele@ricity has, however, loft much of its early cele-
brity.

Notwith{tanding the employment of thefe reme-
dies, chorea has been found a tedious difeafe ; ex-
perienced prattitioners having admirted that it has
continued for many months, nay, for years ; termi-
nating only, on fcme occafions, about the age of pu-
berty.

This confeflion is not much in favour of the mo-
dern praétice, or of the doctrine on which it refts.
It is melancholy to reflet, that months, and years,
the moft valuable in refpect of after life, fhould glide
on, while an effettual check is given to the improve-
ment of the mind, the cultivation of ufeful learning,
or the acquifition of the neceflary arts; with the
hazard of permanent fatuity, to a certain extent, or
of a grotelque appearance, from the unconquerable
remains of irregular motions being impofed on the
young {ufferers for life. To thefe certain confequen-
ces of protradted chorea, I will add, the danger
which attends it ; I have no doubt, but that it muft
have, on fome occafions, proved fatal.

am .
IJhe courfe of my praltice, I liave feen above
twenty cafes of chorea: a greater number than it
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which the new, and, as I flattered myfelf, the more
correct view of the difeafe had fuggefted.

If my conjectures were well founded, the firft and
principal object of praétice would be to remove the
conftipated ftate of the bowels. In purfuance of this
object, I began to try the effets of purgative medi-
cines, given regularly in moderate dofes.

At firft, T confefs, I acted with all that caution and
diffidence, which the adoption of a line of praétice,
at variance with that which had been long approved
and eftablithed, naturally infpires. But experience
had convinced me of the fafety of exhibiting purga-
tive medicines in typhus fever; I therefore did not
think any great rifk would enfue from a cautious ufe
of them in the moft debilitated ftate, which chorea
might induce. The conjecture proved to be well
founded ; the fuccefs of the practice confirmed the
juftnefs of the opinion on which it was formed, and

encouraged me to perfevere with fteadinefs, and ac-
tivity.

The purgatives which I employed in the firft in-
ftance, were of the weaker kind, and inadequate to
the objet to be obtained. Stronger ones were found

& te
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I have already noticed, that chorea confifts of two
ftages: In the firft, while the inteltines yet retain
their fenfibility; and before the accumulation of fe-
ces is great, gentle purgatives, repeated as occafion
may require, will readily effet a cure; or rather pre-
vent the full formation of the difeafe.

In the confirmed ftage, more fedulous attention is

neceflary. Powerful purgatives muft be given in
fucceflive dofes, in fuch manner that the latter dofes

may fupport the effe&t of the former, till the move,
ment and expulfion of the accumulated matter are
effeCted, when fymptoms of returning health appear,
Whoever undertakes the cure of chorea by purga-
tive medicines, muft be decided, and firm to his pur-
pofe. The confidenee which he affumes is necefiary
to earry home, to the friends of the patient, convics
tion of ultimate fuccefs. Their prejudices will other-
wife throw infurmountable obftacles in the way.
Half meafures, in inftances of this kind, will prove
unfuccefsful ; and were it not for perfeverance in
unloading the alimentary canal, the difeafe would be
prolonged, and, recurring; would place the patient in
danger; and thus bring into diferedit a practice which
promifes certain fafety.

6 2 Here
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recently occurred, the cure at this time was complet-
ed in ten days.

Since I have employed purgatives in chorea, I have
been difappointed in effeting a cyre, in one cafe
only,

About three years ago 1 vifited a young girl, who
had been the viétim of chorea for many weeks. The
purgative medicines, which I adminiftred, gave full
evidence of a dilordered, and loaded ftate of the in-
teltines. My patient was not under proper manage-
ment ; my advice was followed in an irregular, and
defultory manner, and the difeafe was protracted.
After fome time fhe was carried home to a confide-
rable diftance, and I underftood a quack medicine
was given to her with the belt effects. To my re-
gret, however, 1 faw her about a year ago in the
fame fituation in which fhe had left me, and I then
learned, that fhe had continued jn this fituation, du-
ring the whole of this interval,

During the exhibition of purgative medicines in
chorea, praftitioners will learn the propriety and ne-
ceflity of infpeting the alvine evacuations. They
are, in this important point, generally carelefs ; the
attendants, in fick rooms, are of courfe, ignorant on

the
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fit is frequently renewed for a length of time, in the
fame perfon, who enjoys tolerable health during the
intervals,

Hyfteria is more frequent and more fevere in wo-
-men than in men. Hence it has been thought, al-
though erroneoufly, to be peculiar to females.

The period when it prevails moft, is from puber-
ty to the age of thirty-five. Women of a plethoric
habit, or of what is called the fanguine tempera-
ment, are moft commonly expofed to it ; and in them
it often accurﬁpmﬁes the regular flow of the cata-
menia, |

Slight caufes readily induce hyfteric paroxyfms, in
perfons predifpofed to them, fuch as fatigue, great
and fudden evacuations, peculiar odours, and cer-
tain objeéts, which, either from a conftitutional or ac-
quired averfion, occafion unpleafant or uneafy fenfa-
tions. Mental agitations alfo, from furprize, grief,
joy, and other paffions, are common exciting caufes
.of hyfteria, Here too the medical moralift again
appears ; but I believe that his infinuations, equally
-groundlefs and indelicate, exift only in his own pru-
Fient imagination,

I have
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ego judico, a fpirituum animaliom ar«i« unde fadto
impetu in hanc illamve partem plus quam pro rata
denfi nimiique feruntur, fpafinos uti et dolorum
excitantes ubi in partes fenfu exquifito praditas ir-
ruunt, atque organorum, tum ejus in quod fe inge-
runt, tum iftius a quo abfcedunt, fun&iones perver-
tentes; cum utrumque ab hac tam iniqua partitione,
quz naturz ccconomiaz penitus adverfatur, haud
parum detrimenti capiat.”

“ Satis itaque jam conftat opinor, omnem hunc
morbum ad fpiritus animales non rite difpofitos re-
ferri debere; nec a femine aut fanguine menftruo
corruptis, quod aflerunt nonnulli authores, et hali-
tus malignos in partes affeas elevantibus, produci ;
nec afuccorum nefcio qua perverfa depravatione, five
etiam humorum acrium congeftione, ut alii volunt :
fed ab iis quas modo aff; gnavimus caufis,”

To have quoted  thefe paﬂ‘aées, fetting forth Sy-
denham’s doétrine on this fubje&, is, pace tanti viri,
to refute it.  For indeed it is not ealy to comprehend
what Sydenham underﬁands: by the animal fpirits;
or in what manner they are impelled by rapid mo-
tion from one place or organ into another, o as to
produce precifely the hyfterical convulfion,

When
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cumftances, to the alimentary canal ; or how the af-
fection of this, rifing upwards, affects the brain, fo
as to occafion the particular convulfions which oc-
cur in this difeafe, I cannot pretend to explain.”

“ But although I cannot trace this difeafe, to its
firlt caufes, or explain the whole of the phenomena,
I hope that with refpeét to the general nature of the
difeafe, I may form fome general conclufions, which
may ferve to dire& our conduét in the cure of jt.”

¢ Thus from a confideration of the predifponent
and occafional caufes, it will, I think, appear, that
the chief part of the proximate caufe, is a m;.:rhilit}r
of the fyftem, depending generally upon its plethoric
[tate.”

“ Whether this difeafe ever arifes from a mob; lity
of the fyftem, independent of any plethoric ftate of
it, I cannot pofitively determine 3 but in many cafes,
that have fubfifted for fome time, it is evident that a
fenfibility, and confequently a mobility, are acquir-
ed, which often appear, when neither a general ple-
thora can be fuppofed to fubfift, nor an occafional
turgelcence to have happened. However, as we have
fhown above, 'that a difterifion of the veflels of the

brain
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There is a coincidence and ﬁmilarit}r between the

doftrme of Sydenham and that of Dr. Cullen,

on the fubje&t of hyfteria. At leaft the arefiz or
irregular motions of the animal fpirits, as propof-
ed by the former, appear to convey the fame idea,
as the fenfibility and mobility of the fyftem, pro-
|  poled by the latter.

Setting afide, therefore, the antiquated notion of
the fuffocation of the womb, we may be faid to have
only one theory of this difeafe. A theory which
has engrofled the attention of the {peculative phyfi-
cian, and which has diretted the condué@ of the
practitioner for upwards of a century.

But, although this coincidence may not be per-
ceived or admitted by others ; yet whatever differ-
ence, whether apparent or real, may exift between
the opinions of Sydenham and Dr. Cullen, the prac-
tice of both, with fome flight variations, is nearly
the fame, TFetid and antifpafmodic medicines, are
employed to alleviate the violence and fhorten the
duration of particular fits ; bloodletting is not ex.
cluded from the pradtice of either in hylteria, but
Sydenham is difpofed to employ it more freely than
Dr. Cullen, I do not perceive that Dr. Cullen any
where mentions purgative medicines as proper in
hyfteria ; Sydenham gives them previous to the ex.

H hibition
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~ immediately follow it, are clearly afcertained and
diftinguifhed.

- From this hiftory the reader will perceive that
confiderable derangement of the ftomach and ali-
mentary canal, is prevalent throughout the whole of
the difeafe. Among the fymptoms which mark the
hyfteric conftitution, fhifting pains of the abdomen,
Mlatulence, conftipation at one time, at another, vo-
miting and purging, together with acid and fetid
-eructations are confpicuous.

The fenfation of a ball wandering through the
abdomen, and afcending to the ftomach, and from
thence through the cefophagus to the pharynx, is a
‘prominent fymptom among thofe which immediately

precede, and give warning of the approach of the
fit.

~ Convulfive motions of the mufcles of the abdo-
men, which is thereby greatly contratted and drawn
inwards, accompany the paroxyfm ; upon the ceffa-
tion of which, a murmuring noife throughout the
abdomen, is frequently heard.

Thefe fymptoms undoubtedly muft denote a pre-
ternatural affection of the ftomach and alimentary

H 2 canal,
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canal. In ‘my opinion they afford conclufive evi-
dence, that this affetion is primary, and that the
other multifarious fymptoms of hyfteria depend upon
it. T have, therefore, thought it reafonable to attend
particularly to the ftate of the ftomach and inteftines,
and to employ in the firft place purgative medicmnes,
to remove the conftipation of the body, which moft
commonly prevails in hyfteria. 1 have feldom feen
vomiting and purging in cafes of pure hyfteria ; but
the prefence of thefe fymptoms would not deter me
from exhibiting purgatives, which I fhould conceive
to be peculiarly adapted for their removal ; as the
efficacy of purgatives in removing thefe fymptoms in
other circumftances of difeafe is well known, I
was the more difpofed to adopt this praétice in hyl-
teria, from my experience of its general fafety and
peculiar utility in other difeafes, that are commonly

fuppofed to be of a nervous nature.

I have not been difappointed in my expﬂ&aﬁnns

in thus treating hyfteria, my fuccefs has been equal to
urce of much fatisfaction tome.

my withes, and the {0
enable

Yet my experience is mot fo complete asto
me to fay to what extent purgatives may be employ-
ed in hyfteria, exclufively of other medicines. With-

sn certain limits, I accordingly call in the aid of fetid

and tonic medicines ; but in my eftimation, they are
merely
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merely fubfidiary, and, on fome occafions, might be
altogether overlooked, as they were in the treat-
ment of Sarah M‘Millan and Ifabell Black, whofe
cafes are inferted in the Appendix, No. VIIL

In particular cafes, where great anxiety prevails,
recourfe may be had to wine in moderate quantity,
till fuch time as relief is obtained by purgatives.

I may add by way of caution, that in hylteria,
as well as in chorea, chlorofis, and hamatemefis, the
full exhibition of ative purgatives is neceflary to pro-
cure even moderate evacuations from the bowels ;
and that this exhibition muft be continued from day
to day, till fuch time as the feces are natural, or till

the difeafe ceafes.

The firlt purgatives that we ufe, may feem on
fome occafions, to aggravate the fymptoms ; but the
- practice muft not be deferted on this account. The
additional irritation which purgatives may give in
the firlt inftance, foon paffes away ; and the perfe-
verance in the ufe of them, removes that irritation
which gave rife to the difeafe, which of courfe dif-
appears in proportion, as the bowels are relieved of
the oppreflive mafs of accumulated feces.

H 3 There
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turns every ten or fifteen minutes, and is inftantly
fucceeded by a ftronger retraction of the head, and
great rigidity and pain around the neck, which ex-
tending in the courfe of the fpine to the lower ex-
tremities, thefe are inftantly put to the ftretch. The
jaws are at this moment locked together, and can-
not afterwards be opened {fo wide as to receive the
end of the little finger. The attempt to force them
open hurries on the general {pafm.

The mufcles concerned in deglutition and the pec-
toral and deltoid mufcles are moft violently contra&-
ed. The fhoulders are puthed forward; the arms
are {tretched out, or are drawn acrofs the body ;
but the mufcles moving the wrifts and fingers are
not affetted with fpafm. The cheeks are often
drawn towards the ears, and the teeth are expofed
as in the fpafmus cynicus.

"This paroxyfm ceafes in a few minutes, and leaves
the patient in a comparatively relaxed and eafy ftate.
He breathes quick for fome minutes as if he had
been exceflively exercifed. The face is fometimes
pale during the intervals of the fpafm, but is oftener
fluthed, and is expreflive of the moft melancholy dif-
trefs. Fluid paffes with difficulty into the ftomach,
the attempt to fwallow frequently induces the fpafm,

when

Lt
i W







IN TETANUS, 123

quently darted out of the mouth and miferably torn
between the teeth.

~ The countenance is much contratted ; copious
{weat flows ; the pulfe becomes quick and irregu-
lar ; refpiration is variable, {ometimes it is hurried
and laborious, and again it is lefs fo and natural.
Articulation is indiftinét ; the found of the voice is
changed, it is grating and horrible to the ears. The
heart throbs violently, and a palpitating motion is
felt over the epigafltric region. The eyes are watery
and languid ; the jaws are fo faft locked, that drink
or nourithment, even if they could be fwallowed,
cannot be introduced,

During this diftrefsful progrefs, the comfort of
| lleep, as may well be imagined, is denied to the fuf-
'fei-er; what he may enjoy is fhort, finterrupted and
'unrefreihing. '

In this ftate, delirium and a mortal anxiety enfue.
A continued and fevere fpafm often finithes the tra-
gedy ; but oftener a general convulfion brings life to
a period. The patients, for the moft part, are com-
pletely relaxed and fenfible juft before death. |

Tetanus

i ™
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I have taken this account of tetanus from the hii-
tories which have been given of it, by Dr. Hillary,
_in his obfervations on the epidemic difeafes in the
Iland of Barbadoes; and by Dr. Lionel Chalmers,
in a communication printed in the firft volume of
the London Medical Obfervations and Enquiries.

Authors mention a great many occafional caufes
of tetanus ; paffions of the mind ; interrupted men-
{truation ; too copious evacuations, particularly fuch
as happen in cholera morbus ; retrocedent gout and
exanthemata ; putrid fevers; and worms.

Hyflteria, hypochondriafis and chorea have alfo,
in the excefs of their {pafmodic affetion, on fome
occafions, emulated the milder fymptoms of tetanus,
while at the fame time they have retained their own
generic character.

Tetanus, induced by the above mentioned caufes,
muft be confidered as a {fymptomatic difeafe; and
the
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under the form of nourifhment; in this cafe it is
known by the name of trismus nascentium.

I have remarked that in fome of the difeafes of
which I have treated, phyficians have difregarded
the general hiftory of difeafes, and have confined
their attention too much to the confideration of a
fingle fymptom ; and have thereby committed mif-
takes both in theory and praétice. In my appre-
henfion, tetanus affords another inftance of the bad

_ effects which arife from a limited or perhaps erro.

neous view of a difeafe.

From the days of Hippaéra.tes to the prefent time,
the agonizing fpafms, the prominent fymptom of
tetanus, have arrefted the notice of every one. To
refolve the fpafm and to cure the difeafe, feem to
have been conceived to be one and the fame thing.
Accordingly, opium, mufk, warm-bathing, cold-ba-
thing, and mercury, the moft powerful of the anti.
fpafmodic remedies, have been chiefly employed in

4 tetanus
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in other views of the difeafe. Thefe, I apprehend,
~ will warrant the expectation of confiderable benefit
from the full and free exhibition of purgative medi-
cines. This opinion is fupported by the following
confiderations :

In the firft place, it appears from the hiftory of
tetanus, that it often approaches in a gradual man-
ner ; hence it is probable, that the attack is generally
preceded by fymptoms of bad health, although thefe
may not be always obferved. We allo learn from
the hiftory, that an uneafy fenfation or tenfenefs
about the pracordia is among the firft fymptoms,
and is at the fame time a permanent one of tetanus ;
and that as this is aggravated, all the other fpafms
are encrealed in the frequency and feverity of their
attack. The hiftory farther fhews that the body is
obftinately conftipated throughout the whole of the

difeafe.

Thefe circumftances which prefent themfelves
with great uniformity, make it exceedingly pro-
bable, that the fun&ions of the ftomach and inteftines
are materially deranged, previous to the attack, and
during the prevalence of tetanus ; and point out the
propriety of ufing purgative medicines in the treat

ment of it,
1 In
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pratice in this difeafe ; but they have been exhibit-
ed with a fecondary view only; while little or no
attention has been paid to their effect ; for in fome
few inftances, they appear to have l::-een ufeful, with-
out their good effects having been fo much as fuf-
petted or acknowledged.

Dr. Wright revived the practice of cold bathing
in tetanus, about forty years ago. In the fixth vo-
lume of the London Medical Obfervations and En-
quiries, he gives an account of fix cafes f uccefsfully
treated, in Jamaica, by the affufion of cold water.

In the two firlt patients, a natural ftool was void-
ed foon after the affufion of the water; a fre-
quent confequence of fimilar applications to the fur-
face of the body. The third patient had a cooling
purge before the cold water was ufed ; and attention
had been paid to the ftate of the belly of the fourth
patient, previous to the affufion of the water, No
notice is taken of the ftate of the bowels of the fifth
and fixth patients. Thus, it is probable, that the fa.
lutary termination of four of thefe cafes, adduced
in proof of the utility of cold bathing in tetanus,

Was in a great meafure owing to the open ftate of
the body.
19 Dr.
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ftate, the difeafe may have been fuppofed to have
yielded, and the patient to have been in the way os
recovery. The fpafms appear to have remitted in
about fix and thirty hours from the firlt application
of the meréurial ointment, and before it could have
made any material impreffion on the habit. On the
other hand, feveral purgatives were given in the-
beginning of the difeafe, occafional glyfters were
thrown up during its courfe, and laxative ptifans were
exhibited in its decline. To the former, therefore,
while the effects.of the mercury were hardly to be
perceived, I am inclined to aflign the protraction of
the difeafe in the firlt inftance, and to the latter its
happy termination.

In the fifth place, the utility of purgatives in the
treatment of tetanus, appears to be eftablithed by the
direct and ufeful employment of them in the difeafe.
Dr. Hillary and Dr. Lionel Chalmers have clearly .
fhown, that in trismus nascentium, purgative medi-
cines, if exhibited early, diflodge a great quantity of
unnatural matter that feems to have been colletted in
the ftomach and inteftines ; arreft the formation and
progrefs of the difeafe, which, previous to the adop-
tion of this pratice, had, like tetanus, in other in-
ftances, proved too generally fatal.

13 Laftly,
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Such are the fadts, and fuch the reafoning, on
which I reft the probable utility of purgative medi-
cines in tetanus. Every one will judge of, and ap-
preciate them for himfelf.

It would have been more agreeable to me, how-
ever, to have withheld my fentiments on this fubject,
till fuch time as I had brought them to the teft of
experience. But living in the 55th degree of nor-
thern latitude, and advancing in life, I have no proi-
pett of meeting with proper opportunities of doing
fo. And although thele Ipeculations may not be con-
firmed by the experience of others; yet I truft they
will at leaft difplay a fincere defire, on my part, to
promote and extend the ufefulnefs of praétical me-
dicine,

CHAP.
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fymptoms generally conftitute chronic difeafes, which
are known under different names, and for the cure
of- which, the ufe of mineral waters is frequently
recommended.

- In the profecution of this advice, the neceflary
change of {cene and of air that takes place, the exer-
eife of the body, the abftraction of the mind from
the cares attendant on bufinefs, the interruption of
an uniform train of thought and attention, and the
efcape, on fome occafions, from ennui, are circum-
ftances, which doubtlefs, co-operate with the bene-
ficial effects of the mineral waters.

Thefe waters appear to be ufeful in feveral difeafes,
nearly in proportion to their purgative quality ; by
means of which, regularity of the obftruéed bowels

is reftored, and a competent fhare of health is efta-
blifhed.

I 'have been difpofed to think, that people, in fimi-
lar circumftances of difeafe, but whom bufinefs, or
pecuniary confiderations detain at home, reap be-
nefit from purgative medicines, nearly equal to that
which purgative mineral waters impart. In con-
firmation of this opinion, I give a few cafes from the

[
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The firft is, the regular and accurate examination of
every alvine evacuation. The fecond is, the fteady
exhibition of the purgative medicine, fo as to pro-
cure daily its full effect, during the continuance of
the difeafe for which it is given.

By the infpection, we afcertain the nature of the
alvine difcharge; a knowledge of which, together
with a few other circumftances, enables us to form
a probable conjeture, with regard to the duration of
the difeafe, regulates the ftrength of each dofe of the
purgative, and determines the frequency of the re-
petition of it. 'Without this infpetion, we will be
conftantly deceived, through the ignorance or inat-
tention of our patients, or of their attendants.

By the fecond circumftance, the fteady exhibition
of the purgative medicines, we enfure the fuccefs of
the practice, in the difeafes under confideration.
The puny and debilitated ftate of the fufferer may,
on fome occafions, excite alarm even in the breaft
of the pradtitioner; and the caprice of his patient,
and the whims of relatives, may throw obftacles in
his way. But thefe he muft difregard ; for unlefs

 he can fupprefs his own improper feelings, and over-
come the unreafonable objections of others, he had
better not adopt meafures, which, to prove fuccefs-
4 ful,
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dical advifers ; who will recolle@, that their para-
mount duty is, to prevent difeafes ; and, if that ob-
jet be unattainable, their next. duty is, to remove
unavoidable pain and ficknefs,

To conclude, the reader muft have obferved the
ufeful effeéts of purgative medicines, in difeafes ap-
parently different, and incident to people at various
periods of life. The faéts are undeniable, and ferve
to prove the extent and importance of the fubjett 5
but of thefe I do not feel it to be incumbent on me
to give any explanation at prefent, as fuch an attempt
feems to be premature. I am fatisfied to have eftablifh-
ed certain leading faéts, and to have opened views,
which, if properly profecuted, muft give an opportu-
nity to collet many more, and to extend our know-
ledge refpeting the operation of purgative medicines,

APPENDIX,
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APPENDIX,

No. 1.

Tae fluGtuating ftate of the nomenclature of the
materia medica, and of pharmaceutical preparations,
will explain why feveral old names and titles of
both, are found in the more early cafes, contained
in this Appendix. And indeed, fuch occafionally
appear in more recent cafes ; the force of habit, and
.he dread of committing miftakes, while my attention
is occupied by the variety of hofpital bufinefs, have
occafioned this deviation from the punilious forma-
lity of prefcription.

On thefe accounts, and confulting the accommo-
dation of the reader, I infert in this number of the
Appendix, tables of reference, from the older to the
newer, and from the newer to the older names, of

x fuch
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TABULZE,

QUE DESIGNANT NOMENGLATURAM NOVAM.’ MEDICAMI«
° NUM, QUE REPERIUNTUR IN HOCCE LIBELLO.

» L 1

Tabula priima exponit medicamintm titulos pricres et pofleriores.

TITULI PRIORES. TITULI POSTERIORES.
Alkali fixum \regetablle punﬁ’-} Carbanas potaffie.
catum -
Ammonia preparata - Carbonas ammoniz.
Antimonium tartarifatum -  Tartris antimonii. _
Afafotida Gummi refina ferule affz fz-

g tide,
Bolus jalap® cum mercurio - Bolus jalapz compofitus.
Calomelas - - 4 Submurias hydrargyri
Chryftalli tartari - - Supertartris potafe.
Cornu cervi - - Carbonas ammoniz.
Cremor tartari ‘ - Supertartris potaffie.

Extraftum catharticum -
Extrattum colocynthidis com- } Pilulz aloes cum colocynthide.
politum - -
glydilarrhlza - : Glycirrhiza glabra,
rgyrus precipitatus cine-
{_ﬂus Y P P } Oxydum hydrargyri cinereum,
alapa - - - Convolvulus Jalapa.
udanum - - Tin&ura opii.
imon - - = Citrus medica.
inum - - _ Linum ufitatifimum
ixiva purificata - - Carbonas potallz.
ixivium caufticum - Aqua potafflz.
agnefia alba - - Carbonas magnefie,
agnefia uita - - Magnefia.
agnelia vitriolata - Sulphas magnefie.
' K 3 Mercurius
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TABULA SECUNDA

EXPONIT MEDICAMINUM TITULOS POSTERIORES, ET

PRIORES,
TITULT POSTERIORES. TITULI PRIORES.,
Aqua acetitis ammoniz -  Spiritus Mindereri.
Aqua potafle - - Lixivium caufticum.
Bolus jalap= compofitus -  Bolus jalape, cumn mercurio.
Carbonas ammonie - - Ammonia preparata.
Carbonas magnefize - -  Magnefia alba.
Lixiva purificata.
Carbonas potafle - - { Alkali fixum vegetabile purifi-
catum.
Caffia fenna . 5 Senna.
Citrus medica - - Limon.
Convolyulus jalapa - - Jalapa.
Glycirrhizaglabra - - Glycirrhiza.
GI:;:}mi rej"mn fenilm zﬁ":cfirti- Affuftida.
Laudanum - - Tinftura opii
Linum ufitatifimum - Linum.
Magnefia - - = Magnefia ulta.
Myrtus pimenta - - Pimenta,
Oxydum ferri nigrum purifica-

biiks g 1 : }SqUam:ﬂ fern purificate.

Mercurius cinereus.
Oxydum hydvargyri cinercum {H ydrargyrus precipitatus ci-
nereus.
Phofphas fode : - Soda phofphorata.
Extractum catharticum.
Pilule aloes cum colocynthide {Extm&um colocynthidis com-
politum.

Pilule rhei compofite - Pilule ftomachice.
Potio carbonatis calcis e Potio cretacea.
Submurias hydrargyri - Calomelas, mercurius dulcis.

K3 Sulphas
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TABULA,

QUA, INNOTESCUNT FORMULA MEDICAMINUM COMPOSI-
TORUM, QUORUM MENTIC FIT IN HISCE PAGINIS, ET
QUE PHARMACOPOELE NOSOCOMII REGII EDINENSIS,
PFROFRIA GSUNT.

BoLus Jalape Compofitus.

Recipe—Pulveris radicis convoloult jalape, grana quindecim,
Calomelanos, grana quingue,

Confervae rofe Galliee, quantum fatis fit.

DecoctTum Furfuris,

Recipe—Furfuris uncias duas,
Aque fontane libras duodecien,

Cogue ad libras novem, cum fubfederint feces, elu-
iriaudas.

ExeEMA Domefticum,

Recipe— Muriatis fode unciam dimidiam,
Olei napi _filvefiris unciam,
Aquee tepide libram, Mifee.

EnxnEmA Feetidum.

Recipe—Gummi refine ferule afic fatide ffrar.élm.: duas,
Aquce tepide uncias decem. Solve,

K 4 EnxeEMA







MEDICAMINUM FORMULZE. 158

Ulriufque mixture uncia detur pro dofi ; folutione carbona-

tis potaffe privs fumpta, miftura  fucco citri medice,
illico porrigenda eff.

Inrusum caflie fenne.

#mg’br-—Foﬁhrfum caffie fenne unciam et dimidam,
Seminum coriandri fativi comtuforum unciam et dimi-
diam,
Supertartritrs potaffee drachmas duas,
Aguee fontane libram.
Supertartritem potaffee in agua coquendo folve ; deinde li-
guorem adbuc ferventem fennce et feminibus affundey

macera per horam in vafe aperto, et frigefallum cola,

Inrusum lini ufitatiflimai,

Recipe—Seminum lini ufitatiffimi uncias duas,
Radicis glycirrbiza glabre unciam dimidiam,
Aquee ferventis libras guatuor.
Infunde ad focum per horas aliguot, et cola.

MisTURA corticis Peruvianz aromatica : wvel
miftura cinchonz officinalis aromatica.

Recipe—Pulveris corticis cinchone unciam dimidiam,

Muctlaginis mimofee niloticee uncias duas. Tere Sfimul
et paulatim adde

Aque fontane uncias quingue,

Tinclura lauri caffice unciam unam et dimidiam. Mifee,

MisTura
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PoTus acidus vegetabilis.

Recwpe—Decollt furfurss libras duas,
Supertartritis potaffee ferupulos guatwor,
Syrupt frmplicts unciam.  Mifee.

SoLuTIiOo gummi refine ferule affz feeuda.

Recipe—Gummi refinee ferulie affiec fatide drachmas qualuer,

Aque fervide, uncias viginti quatuor.  Solve.

APPENDIX,
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Aug. 22d.  One ftool—reftlefs during night—ikin
dry, and of a pungent heat—tongue loaded—pulfe
about 120, and full—abdomen feels tenfe, and is
painful.

Recipe— Mercurii duleis,
Pulverts jalape,
Sacchari albi, aa grana tria.
Tere tn pulverem, quam primum fumendum.

Toaft and water for drink.

23d. A bad night, with delirium—ikin
continues hot—tongue more loaded—pulfe towards
120, lefs full—much thirft—two fcanty ftools.
Injiciantur quam primum enematis domeftici uncie decem.
Recipe—Foliorum Sennse drachmam unam,
Extracti glycirrbize drachmam dimidiam,
Ague fervide uncias ofto,
Sit infufum duabus vieibus fumendum.

24th. A better night, with lefs delirium
—ikin lefs pungently hot—pulfe about 120, and foft

_—tongue lefs loaded, and moift—complains of head-
ach—confiderable thirft—a copious ftool from the
injeCtion—another fince taking the phyfic—belly
feems fomewhat diftended ; he complains on its
being prefled.

Repetatur

I
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pulfe about 80, tolerably firm—ikin cool—{enfible
to the ftimulus of urine—a good night—appetite

returning.

Continuentur bauflus, et mifflura cum magnefia.

28th. Is at prefent afleep—he has had a
good night. Two ftools not paffed in bed—fome
food taken this morning.

Continuentur bhauflus, et miflura.

——99th. No ftool—a good night—now afleep
—appetite Improving.
Continuetur miflura e magnefia.

Omittatur hauflus anodynus.

Habeat jufculi bovini libram unam, indjes.

g1ft. Another lumbricus, of a large fize,
voided fince yefterday—belly regular—pulfe about

80 and foft—tongue clean—appetite good—an ealy
night.

Continuetur magnefia alba.

Sept. 10th. Gradual convalefcence:
Difmifled cured.

Royal
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Sept. 5th  Free paflage of belly previous to the
injection—headach and cough gone—pulfe calm—
appetite returning, :

6th. Convalefcent,
. Fu.”. diﬁtl

~—— 10th  Difmiffed cured.
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in the evening—febrile fymptoms' much abated —
fkin moift—pulfe calm,

October 2d, Cunvalefc ent.
Full diet,

—— 12th, Difmifled cured.

Royal
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Habeat quam primum, pulveris jalape compofiti ferupulos duos.
Low diet.

Sept. 11th. As yet no {tool—headach continues

——pulfe about 100, rather feeble.
Habeat vefpere,

Enema domeflicum, et ni plene refponderit alvus, pulveris jas

lapee compofits drachmam unam cras mane,

12th. One ftool by the injection—four by
the phyfic this morning—headach relieved, and
countenance lightened.

—— 18th. Frequent fcanty ftools, fince yefter-
day, with gripes and tenefmus—much thirft—tongue
white—pulfe about 100.

Reeipe—Sodee tartarifate drachmas fix,

Aguee unctas duodeciin,

Sit folutio quam primum, duabus vieibus Sumenda.
Habeat hauflum anodynum vefpere.

Toaft and water for drink,

14th. Gripes and purging gone—tongue
white, rather loaded—pulfe about 90.

Repetatur cras mane folutio fode tartarifate.

-—— 16th. Convalefcent.
L5 Full diet.

L3, Sept,
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Royal Infirmary, April 19th. 1798.
DONALD WATSON, Atatis 23,

Complains of fevere pain in his head, with gene-
ral forenefs—pulfe about 90—tongue white—thirft
confiderable—appetite impaired—no ftool fince the
16th inftant, on which day his complaints began
with fhivering.
Recipe— Mercurii dulcis grana quingue,
Pulveris jalape grana duodecim,

Sit pulvis quam primum fumendus. *

April 20th. Two ftools—tongue loaded—pulfe
towards 108, and full—thir{t moderate—a tolerable
night, and {till difpofed to fleep.

Cras mane repetatur pulvis ¢ mercurio duler et jalapa.

21ft.  Another ftool in the evening—none

fince the exhibition of the powder—headach con-

~ tinues—pulfe about 90, and foft—tongue ftill load.
ed.

Habeat, fi opus fit, enema domefticum vefpere.

—— 22d, Three fcanty ftools in the courfe of
L 4 yelterday
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o Royal Infirmary, April 20th. 1'793._
b YAMES DENNET, /Atatis 12.

_ Complains of pain in his head, and in his belly
= of vertigo—great ficknefs, and occafional vomit-
ing— pulfe about 100—tongue white—confiderable
thirft—appetite impaired—belly bound. Thefe
fymptoms commenced with fhivering on the 16th,
and he had been expofed to the centagion of fever.

April 21{t.—A natural {tool—no recurrence of
vomiting—headach and ficknefs continue—pulfe a-
bout 120—ikin hot.

Habeat pulveris jalapee compofies ferupulum,

Hauflum cum tinclura thebaice guttis quindecim bora Sunni,

22d. Headach and ficknefs relieved—
tongue clean and moilt—pulfe quick and feeble—
two {tools previous to giving the powder, and twe
fince---a good night.

Habeat mifture diaphoreticee faling unciam tertia quague hora,
Repetatur banflus, bora _fomni,

——23d. A good night—ftill difpofed to flecp
| »—free of complaint,

Omittatur havflus,

April
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Royal Infirmary, May 17th. 1798.
FAMES GRANT, Atatis 18.

& Complains of great pain in the umbilical and epi-
 gaftric regions ; of fevere headach and. much fick-
 nefs, with general uneafinefs and laffitude. His in-

' ternal fauces are painful, and there is an eruption of
' reddifh fpots over his face and moft of his body.
Pulfe about 90—belly flow—appetite impaired—
tongue rather white—has great thirft.

On the 12th current he was affected with fhiver-
ing ; the fpots appeared about the 15th, and have
been increafing fince that time; the affetion of his
throat has likewife been increafing. He had been
recovered eight days from a febrile attack, which
had continued for a fortnight without any eruption.

' He took an emetic on the 13th, which relieved in
| fome degree the pain of his head. He took alfo

 fome pills on the 15th, which aled as a laxative.
| Habeat enema purgans.

May 18th. Pain of abdomen, affection of inter.
nal fauces, and eruption continue—ikin moderately
| warm—pulfe about 80, and foft—a coftive ftool.
Habeat
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May22d. A copious dark coloured ftool after
the injection —affection of throat and eruption con-
. tinue—pulfe about 90, of moderate ftrength—fkin

. of a lefs pungent heat—thirft not abated.
Addantur bauflui tinflura thebawe gutie decen.

23d. Pain of epigaftrium has recurred—

- pain of fauces continues—ikin lefs hot—pulfe about

80, foft and firm— no ftool—an indifferent night.
Habeat quam primum infuff fenne uncias duas,
Repetatur bauflus.

Intermittatur ferum vinofum.

w— 94th * Two dark coloured ftools—pain of
epigaftrium and fauces relieved—eruption fading—
| tongue cleaner—pulfe about 80, and foft—fkin moift
~—thirft abated—a good night.

—— 26th. Convalefcent—Dbelly rather flow.:

Habeat omni mane pulveris rkei grana decem.

Intermuitatur hauflus.

Full diet.

——— 30th. Belly has been regular.
Difmifled cured.

Royal
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August 10th: Has had delirium and irregular con-
vulfive motions—belly flow—pulfe feeble.

Repetatur bolus é jalapa cum mercurio,
 Abradatur capillittum.

 Habeat vini rubri uncias oto,

- Cujur fumat unciam fubinde.

11th. Delirium and involuntary motions ftill
continue—a_better night—two loofe ftools—pulle

towards 120, and feeble—wine not much relifhed.

Adbibeatur veficatorium toli capit,

|
|
. Habeat bauflum cum laudans guttis quindeeim.

Intermittatur winum rubrum.

12th. Delirium much aggravated towards
- evening—quietnefs fucceeded the exhibition of the
draught, which {till continues—irregular convulfive
motions abated, pulfe about 120, and firmer.

Habeat miflura diaphoreticae falinee unciam tertia quaque bora.
Repetatur bauftus, vefpere.

13th. A tolerable night—difpofed to be
| drowfy—on awaking, he appears agitated, fcreaming
occafionally, but makes no complaint—appetite in-
- different—pulfe quick and feeble—belly flow—invo-
| luntary motions not perceived—face more or lefs
' flufhed—copious difcharge by the blifter.

Habeat
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from both of which, however, it is at a confiderable
diftance.

. QGreat attention to the cleanlinefs and airynefs of
every part of the hofpital, is added to thefe advantages
of fituation. The diet of the children is well regu-
lated ; and there is an abundant fupply of fpring-
well water, from the city’s refervoir, which adjoins
the houfe; and the medical gentlemen attached to
the hofpital, and acting under the regulations of the
governors, put a negative on the admiffion of any
child, who appears to them to labour under fcro-
fula.

Thefe circamftances are fo favourable to the health
of the inmates of this foundation, that I have the fa-
tisfaCtion to fay, that during two and thirty years,
that I have had the medical fuperintendance of it, I
have feldom known any ferious illnefs prevailing
among them.

The fons of burgefles, freemen of Edinburgh, are
received into this hofpital. They are admitted when
between the feventh and eleventh year of their age ;
and are maintained and educated till they reach their
fourteenth year. Their prefent number is one hun-
dred and twenty, and they, together with the matron,

mafters,
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- About the end of the year, the laft of my httle

'paﬂénts left the fick room, which was then fhut, and
it has fortunately continued fo, to this date, 15th of
March 1805 ; and fome weeks have now elapled,
~ fince communication with the town has been open-
ed.

In all the children, particularly in thofe who were
firft affeCted, the {ymptoms were fo mild, that but
for my knowledge of the prevalence of the epide-
mic in town, I might have miftaken the difeafe on
its firft appearance, and been lulled into a blameable
fecurity. The throat was not much affeted. The
uvala and amygdalze were flightly fwelled and in-
flamed in every inftance ; in a few cafes, fuperficial
fuppuration and floughing appeared. The efflorel-
cence on the furface was partial, and in general tran-
fitory, leaving a peculiar palenefs of countenance,
' The eye was dull and heavy. Sicknefs and proftra-
tion of appetite, continued throughout the difeafe.
The thirft was moderate ; great debility prevailed
in every cafe ; and in fome, a peculiar dejection and
defpondency, hardly to be looked for in fubjeéts fo
young. The pulfe was variable ; always quick, till
towards the end of the difeafe, when it fometimes
funk below the natural {tandard ; it was never full.
The furface of the body was occafionally of a pun-

gﬂﬂt
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gent heat.  Oblftinate conftipation prevailed in ge-
neral,

My patients were objeéts of ferious attention for
twelve or fourteen days; the convalefcent ftate of

almoft all of them, was protratted for nearly the
fame length of time ; and fix weeks elapfed before

fome who entered the fick room, left it.

Such was the appearance, and fuch is the hiftory
of this epidemic in Heriot’s Hofpital ; in conduéting
the cure of which, I employed purgative medicines
fully ; while' food fuited to the weak appetite and
feeble powers of digeftion, was directed.

The effect of the purgatives was favourable. The
feces were hard, generally of a black, or greenifh
colour, and fetid ; and fometimes of the colour and
confiftence of clay, and lefs fetid. In proportion to
the evacuation of thefe feces, relief was perceptible.
Returning appetite and vivacity accompanied the de-
cline and ceflation of the various {fymptoms.

As the weather had become cold, and otherwife
inclement, the children were detained in the fick
room, for many days after they were perfectly well ;

purgatives were adminiftered, as the ftate of the
bowels
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bowels demanded ; and the general warm bath was
repeatedly ufed, on the fuppofition, that, by its re-
ftoring a perfpirable ftate of the fkin, it would, in
concert with the purgative medicines, tend to pre-
vent dropfical f{welling, which, from the fymptoms,
I greatly dreaded. 1

At laft, healthy and robuft, and impatient of far-
ther reftraint, the convalefcents were permitted to
return to their particular wards, and in no long
time, to mix with their companions in fchool, and at
play.

N
|

Happy I am, that I had been thus careful and pro-
vident in ufing thefe precautions ; for I have to re-
late the fate of three boys, who in two or three
weeks from their pafling from under my care, were
again reported as unwell, and again appeared in the
fick room. Their fymptoms, and their fate were
the fame. They had a leucophlegmatic look, inci-
pient anafarca, total proftration of appetite, {canty,
if not fufpended fecretion of urine, {welling of abdo-

men, obftinate conftipation, naufea, extreme debility,
and feeble pulfe.

Alarmed by thefe fymptoms, I requelted Meflrs,
Alexander and George Wood, furgeons to the hof-
| pital, to join me in confultation, Suitable cordials

1‘ N | were
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were ordered, and purgative medicines, of appro-
priate quality, and in repeated dofes, were direéted.
The difeafe in all the three, proceeded with a rapidi-
ty, which afforded little farther opportunity, for de-
liberation or adtion. The ftomach gave way ; all
food, cordials, and medicines, were rejected, by vo-
miting. The watery effufion rapidly filled the cel-

lular membrane, and every cavity. Within lefs |

than thirty-fix hours, from the recurrence of com-
plaint, the boys died, labouring under {ymptoms,
denoting afcites, hydrothorax, and hydrocephalus.

This termination was altogether new ; I had ne-
ver feen dropfy from {carlatina fatal.

In confequence of this event, I approached the
Hofpital for many days, under deep anxiety, becaufe
I was confcious, that other children were, at the
time, in a fituation which might lead to the fame un-

fortunate iflue.

I continued to pay unceafing attention to the ali-
mentary canal, which every day’s experience proved
to be much difordered. Strong purgatives were
given, in large and repeated dofes, fometimes twice
and thrice in the fame day, before the neceflary eva-
cuation was procured. In fome inftances, the co-

lon, hard, and diftended, could be traced by the
finger,

i s
L e i FEPSEETS
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finger, in thofe places where it approaches the pa-
rietes of the abdomen.

In two cafes, general fulnefs of the belly, cedema
of the lower extremities, naufea, retching, and {canty
fecretion of bloody coloured urine, fhewed them-
felves. In thefe, ftimulating glyfters fupported and
promoted the efficacy of the purgatives, and enfured
a determination downwards ; without which, I am
fatisfied, I thould ‘have had to regret the lofs of two
other boys ; one of whom had taken, within the
Ipace of twenty-four hours, a drachm of ‘the mafs of
the aloetic pill, and thirty grains of the fubmuriate
of mercury. The other, when danger was over,
was much diftrefled, by affe@ion of the mouth, and
bloody ptyalifm, the confequence of the quantity of
calomel previoufly given.

For greater fecurity, an additional apartment was
opened for convalefcents. Here, they were fedu-
loufly watched ; purgative medicines were occafion-
ally employed, to fecure and eftablifh a regular ftate
of the belly; and returning appetite was fatisfied
with light and nourifhing food.

[ always infpected the alvine difcharge of the fick ;
the quantity of which, varying in confiftence, colour,
‘ N2 i_llld

. S
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Royal Infirmary, Nov. 17th 1804.
FAMES RITCHIE, Soldier, /tatis 19.

Feels great pain and difficulty of deglutition, the
internal fauces being of a deep red colour, and
the tonfils confiderably fwelled, with a large greyith
coloured flough occupying the left one : complains
of headach, general oppreflion and debility. Appe-
tite is bad—pulfe 100—fkin very hot—tongue very
dry—thirfty—belly flow.—He was attacked with
thefe {ymptoms four days ago, and can aflign no
~ caufe for his complaints.

Has ufed no remedies.

Habeat bolum e jalapa cum mercurio,
Rectpe — Acidi muriatict oxygenatt drachmas duas.
Aqua fontane uncias fedecim. Sit miflura in loco
tenebrofo fervanda, cujus fumat unciam unam e cya-

tho witreo, fecunda quague bora.

Nowv. 18th. Headach, ficknefs, and oppreflion are
relieved-—tongue lefs parched—{urface lefs pungently
hot—pulfe about 100, rather feeble—ftate of inter- .
nal fauces as defcribed, with difficult deglutition—
countenance pale—no ftool.

3 Recipe
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Dec. 4th.  Three ftools ; the laft of natural ap-
pearance—mdema abated.
Two bolufles taken.

Cras mane repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio,

] No ftool.

—— 5th, Recipe— Sode tartarifate unciam unam,
Infufi fennee uncias duas,
Decofi furfuris libram unam.

Sit folutio partitis vicibus fumenda.

— 6th. Five watery ftools—cedema continues,
rather aggravated, with confiderable dyfpncea, par-
ticularly during laft night—pulfe 60, and foft.

Recipe—Submuriatis hydrargyri grana duodecim,

Pulveris jalape drachmam dimidiam,
Simul terantur et dividantur in dofes quatuar @quales.  Sumat

unant omni triborio,

—— 7th. Has had plentiful alvine difcharge, of
natural appearance—urine is alfo natural and abun-
dant—cedema feems abated, and dy{pneea relieved—
the powders taken—mouth not affected.

Repetantur pulveres, ut bert praferipts, cras mane.

—— 8th. Has had two ftools, rather fcanty—
dyfpncea flill rather relieved—one powder only ta-
Ken.

N 4 Continuentur
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Injiciantur quam primum per anumy enematis domeflict uncie
ofta.
Habeat bolos quatuor, ut heri preferiptos; fumat unum omn:

trihoria.

Jan. 8th. Three ftools, dark and fetid—and in
confiderable quantity ; the firlt, after the injection;
the fecond, after the third bolus; the third, this
morning, the fourth bolus being previoudly given—
has paffed a bad night, awaking fuddenly, fcream-
ing, from fhort fleeps, but complains lefs of headach,
and more of pain of abdomen—pupils feem to pof-
fefs more contraiility—appetite indifferent—pulfe
80, and foft.

oth. An eafier night, fleep being of longer
continuance, he awakes lefs fuddenly, and without
fcreaming—by his account, is free of headach, but
complains of pain of abdomen—countenance at pre-
{fent pale—pulfe towards 100, and feeble—a fetid,
fluid, and dark coloured ftool—urine in fmall quan-

tity, and high coloured—little food taken.
Habeat pulveris jalape compofits ferupulum unum quam primum ;

eras primo mane repetendum.

A {mall bafon of tea, morning and evening.

4 Jan.
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Royal Infirmary, Fan. 14th 1803.
CATHARINE STEWART, Atatis 18.

Complains of pain of back and of loins—occafion-
al headach—vertigo, with uneafinefs and fenfe of
weight at the epigaftrium, increafed on preflure, and
after taking food—pain and weaknefs of knee joints
—{trength is impaired —pulfe 84—fkin cool—tongue
rather white—belly flow—catamenia have not appear-
ed for three months, at which time they were fud-

denly fupprefled by expofure to cold.
Habeat bolum jalape compofitum,

15th.  One ftool, rather fcanty, fluid, and
of natural appearance—fymptoms not relieved.
Habeat pilulas aloeticas ofto.

Sumat duas quam primum ; et deinde, duas omns triborio. Cras
mane infuff fenne uncias duas, ex infufi lint unciis ofto.

. 16th. Copious feculent difcharge—head-
ach, vertigo, and ftomachic diftrefs relieved—pain
of loins continues—remarks a fwelling and fulnefs
of face—about four months fince, laboured under
fever, which, by her account, feems to have been
fcarlatina anginofa; fince when fhe has never fully

recovered her ufual health.
Recipe
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- Jan. 3d. Spontaneous vomiting this morning
of the contents of the ftomach. Fetid and clay co-
loured, but more fecanty alvine evacuation—indiffer-
ent nights.
Recipe—Tintture jalape,

Sytupe facchart, uitiufque a'rm&mr duas.

Sit hauflus mane et vefpere fumendus.
Hauflui ve'pertins, inflillentur tinfiurae thebaice gutte decem.
. Habeat vini rubri uncias tres indies.

4th. Has pafled an eafier night, and is now

afleep—no vomiting—no ftool.
. Habeat hauflum e tinflura jalope mane, meridie, et velpere, cum

laudano tn bavffu vejpertino, ut beri preferiptum,

5th. A copious dark coloured ftool—no re-

turn of vomiting—a good night—appetite indifferent
—but he appears to have ga.med in point of {trength.

. Continuentur bauflus ut beri preferipti, neenon vinum et jufeulum

-.#wmum.

—— 6th. No ftool.
Recipe—Carbonatis magnefie fcrupulum unum,
Supertartritis potaffe,
Sacchari, utriufque grana decem.
Sit pulvir, omni mane Sumendus.
Continuentur hauflus cum tinflura jalape.

#

02 | Fan.
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TRADES MAIDEN HOSFPITAL,
September 25th, 1805.

Asoutr the middle of Auguft laft, Euphemia
Winter, one of the children entertained in this Hol-
pital, twelve years of age, complained of fevere
headach, ficknefs, and conftant vomiting of the con-
tents of the ftomach. Mr Wood, furgeon of the
Hofpital, afked me to vifit her, which I did a few
days after the appearance of the above fymptoms.
She was confined to bed. She appeared to be lan-
guid ; her eyes were heavy, but fhe was ftrongly
fufceptible of the impreflion of light, which gave
her much uneafinefs; her pulfe was feeble. With
thefe fhe laboured under proftration of appetite, want
of fleep, and obftinate coftivenels.

She had been taking pills of calomel and rhubarb,
with little effe® on her bowels; but her mouth
Became fore, and her breath acquired the mercurial
fetor.

We were not without apprehenfions for the event
of thefe fymptoms, which feemed to us to indicate
approaching hydrocephalus. We put our patient
on a courfe of aloetic pills, of which ten grains were

‘ frequently
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powder of betony to be ufed as fnuff, in order to ex-
cite a difcharge from the nofe.

This plan was continued, and in the courfe of the
third day, the gums were red and fwelled, but ftill
no benefit was derived from the mercury. The pain
of the head had been relieved by the leeches, but
it foon became as violent as before ; the iris was, in
a confiderable degree, infenfible to the ftimulus of
light, and the pulfe was quick and irregular.

With thefe fymptoms, fhe now complained of fe-
vere pain in het bowels, which led to the fufpicion,
“of their being opprefled with an accumulation of
feces, notwithftanding the laxatives which had alrea-
dy been given. A full dofe, therefore, of an infufion
of fenna was exhibited, on the morning of the 9th
inftant. Next day, we found that the fenna had
purged brikly, not lefs than nine times ; and at
every motion, that a large quantity of black colour-
ed feces, fully formed, and uncommonly fetid, had
been difcharged.

Perceiving that fhe was relieved, her head being
lefs pained, and the pulfe more regular, another
dofe of fenna was given, early in the forenoon of the
11th; and the mercurial medicines were omitted.

P2 This
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. Asour patient continued perfectly well ; fhe was
permitted to return to the country, on the 17th in-
ftant. Her motherwas direted to give her repeated
laxatives for fome time, to prevent immediate accu-
mulation of the feces; and to interpofe them on any
occafion in future, when the ftools appeared to be
unnatural, or not fufficiently copious.

I remain, dear Sir,
Your’s, faithfully,
Bexnj. BrirL.

4, Nicholson’s Street,

Dr. HamMILTON, }
Edinburgh.

‘The mother of this girl, wrote to Mr Bell on the
-+ 20th O&tober 1805, to the following effect :

‘¢ Dear Sir,

~~ *“' As you were fo good as requeft me to let you
| hear again of my little girl, I trouble you with a few
| lines, to fay, fhe is now almoft quite well ; indeed

4 P3 when
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when fhe does not take too much liberty with herfelf, :
fheis entirely well. 1 was impatient when 1 laft
wrote you ; but your anfwer was very fatisfaftory,
and has turned out exaétly true. It muft be admit-
ted that purgative medicines have been her cure,
which 1 find neceflary to continue once a week, but
hope as fhe gets ftronger, thefe may be got rid of.
I remain, Dear Sir,
Your humble Servant,

1
| e——

L Y

Tuesk cafes, from Mr, Ruffel and from Mr. Bell,
gentlemen in full practice, and of high profeflional
refpectability, are fingularly important., The prac-
tice therein fet forth, coincides with, and corrobo-
rates the fentiments which I entertain refpeéting ma-
rafmus, as inducing, or as conneted with hydroce-
phalus internus. Stronger and more decided proofs
of the utility of purgatives, given in thefe inftances,

which
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which had fo much of the charaéter and appearance
of hydrocephalus, cannot be defired. They give a
* confidence in the profecution of a fimple practice,
which, when fully eftablithed, as I doubt not it will
be, will rob this fcourge of infancy, of childhood,
and early youth, of much of the terror which 1its
dreaded approach has hitherto been wont to infpire,
by removing in many inftances a tendency to @ dif-
eafe, for which, when once fully formed, we are

without a remedy.

P4 APPENDIX.
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Ocober 31ft.. Much the fame.
Recipe—Muflic pilularum flomachicarum grana duodecin,

Calomelanos grana duo.
To be taken about mid-day ; had one fcanty bound
ftool in the evening, of a very dark colour and al-
moft in the ftate of feybala.

November 1ft. Not much relieved ; pills were
repeated ; had four or five dark coloured flools;
belly tenfe towards evening.

- An injection in the evening.

2d. Had fome paflage early in the morn-

ing ; the laft not fo dark coloured.

Continueter bauflus falini.
Repetantur pilulae cras mane.

8d. No vomiting for 24 hours; three
evacuations of a dark colour, not very copious.

4th. No vomiting ; pain and tenfion of
lower belly.
Repetantur pilulae flatim.

5th. © No return of vomiting; had a
darkifh paffage late in the evening.

November
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November 11th.  Vomited the folution.
Omittatur folutio.
Recipe— Magnefiae,
Pulveris corticts peruviant ana drachmas duas.
Aguae uncias quatuor.  Mifce.

Capiat unciam meridie.

———12th. No vomiting ; gums ftill flightly
affected.

The patient continued eafy and rather improving
in health ; but ftools never quite natural, and even
at the laft occafionally pafling fome indurated feces
and {cybala till fhe went to the country on the 2d of
December. She was advifed to continue the ufe of

purgative medicines. Mr. Ruffell has lately inform-
ed me, that this patient quickly recovered perfect
health, under the ufe of the purgatives which had
been recommended.

APPENDIX,
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profufe—fays fhe has had {temachic complaints,
more than a year and a half—the difcharge of blood
occurred firft about the beginning of this winter,
preceded by occafional epiftaxis for a month before
—has ufed no remedies before admiflion, but has
taken a bolus fince, which procured a dark greenifh
ftool. :

Habeat pilulas aloeticas tres omni triborio.

Feb. 19th. By account, two dark greenifh colour-
ed ftools have been pafled this morning.

Continuentur pilule aloeticee, ut beri prafcriptum.

20th. Twelve pills taken—five copious
dark greenifh coloured {tools—{tomachic fymptoms,

headach, and vertigo are relieved—pulle calm—no

mmiting.

—— 21ft. No ftool—no vomiting—weight at

epigaftrium—pulfe calm.
Repetantur pilule aloeticae, ut fupra praferiptum.

——22d. Several ftools of more natural ap-
pearance—no return of vomiting—{tomachic {fymp-
toms ftill more relieved, and expreffion of counte-

nance more lively.

17'.-:%’:'T
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Royal Infirmary, April 28th 1805.

FEAN CLAR KINSON, Atatis 20.

| CompraINs of a general forenefs in her brealt,
. with great oppreffion about the preecordia, headach,
and fome degree of languor. Says the has been af-
| fe(ted for three weeks, with frequent vomiting of
| fluid and dark coloured blood, fometimes to the
| amount of a pound or more—that fhe has always
| yomited more or lefs, every day during that time.
| At prefent fhe has little or no cough ; but when fhe
| firlt became affected, fhe had a fevere cough, with
: - great hoarfenefs.

|  Pulfe at prefent 66, and very weak-—tongue white
| —belly habitually coftive—appetite impaired-—cata-
| menia natural.

. Attributes her complaints, to carrying heavy loads
| of coals—has been ufing the pulvis cinchonz, with
| parter, without relief.

29th. A fmall difcharge of blood, brought

up apparently without retching—no ftool fince ad-
miflion.

3 Habeat
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the middle of the fternum—no ftool fince admiffion

—tongue clean—pulfe calm and feeble.
Habeat emulfionts communis libram unam indies.

April 18th. No flool—no vomiting—cough has
‘become lefs frequent, and by fubfequent account, the
pain mentioned yefterday, feems to be feated about
the fcrobiculus cordis. Headach is increafed, and
fhe complains of oppreflive ficknefs—pulfe towards
90, and firmer.

Continuetur emuffio,

14th. Has had neither vomiting, nor eva-
cuation by ftool-—cough nearly gone—headach, and

‘much ficknefs continue.

- Lontinuetur emulfio communis,

—— 15th.  Has had neither pa[f'age of belly, nor
vomiting—complains of fevere headach and ficknefs
—oppreflion and pain of epigaﬁi-ium—cnugh gone
—pulle calm.

Habeat enema purgans.  Omittatur emulfio.

~—— 16th. Headach and oppreflion of pracor-
dia continue—ficknefs relieved—no vomiting—copi-
ous alvine difcharge after the injection.

02 Habeat







HEMATEMESIS. - 245

convinced me that the laboured under hazmateme-
fis ; but I was willing that the exiftence of the dif-
' eafe, fhould be placed beyond a doubt, by the actual
difcharge of blood, in order, that my pratice, which
was to follow, might be more decidedly conclufive
in favour of purgative medicines, in this difeafe: i
therefore temporifed for the firft four days. But
ter fufferings increafing, commiferation for my pa-
tient made me defert my fcheme. 1could net longer
with-hold the certain means of relief which I had at
command. In five days from my firft employing
thefe, fhe left the Hofpital, in perfect health.

Q3 Royal
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Infufi lini uncias quatuor.
Mifee. Sumat uncias duas omni hora.

Nov. 8th. By miftake the mixture was omitted—
" no ftool fince yefterday—ilight return of hamate-
. mefis—complains more of uneafinefs and tightnefs

- acrofs the cheft.
Habeat flatim folutionem catharticam ut heri precfcriptum ¢f,

oth. Solution taken—as yet no ftool—fe-
vere attack of hzmatemefis laft night, followed by
relief of previous uneafinefs and (tiffnefs in the cheft ;
but fhe complains of a general forenefs about the

inferior part of the fternum.
Habeat pilulas aloeticas offodecim,

Sumat tres omnt bihoria.

——— 10th. One coftive ftool this morning—no
return of heematemefis—nine pills taken.

Continuentur pilule aloetice.

11th. The eighteen pills taken with the ef-
fect of only one coftive ftool—but complains lefs of
uneafinefs—no hamatemefis.

12th. Complains of fevere pain about the
fcrobiculus cordis, of flight cough, and general un-
Q 4 calinefs
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more natural appearance—expreflion of countenance
lightened—no hamatemefls

Repetatur folutio cathartica ut beri.

| —— 16th. - Alvine evacuation fince yefterday
rather fcanty, fluid, without {cybala, and more natu-
 ralin refped of colour and odour—no hazmatemefis
—folution taken.

17th., Has had pretty copious alvine dif-
charge fince yefterday—natural in refpeé of colour
and fmell—no hzmatemefis—free of complaint.
Recipe—Pulveris rhet grana duodectrm,
Ipecacuanhe grana duo.
'Caéfm omnt mane.

- —— 19th.  Free paffage of belly—appears lively
and cheerful—no hzmatemefis.

——~20th. Difmiffed cured.

-
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SYEAN HAY,

A patient admitted the 21ft March, 1804, for
rheumatic, and other complaints, was on the 10th
of April, feized with vomiting of blood.

Sumat prlulas aloeticas tres.

March 16th. Vomiting of blood has ceafed,

It appears by the records, that this woman, being
affliGted with amenorrhcea, and its concomitant dyl-
peptic {ymptoms, was put under a courfe of {teel,
with occafional laxatives. April 29th, and frequent-
ly after this had epileptic fits, which ceafed about
the 12th of May.

Sept. 28d. A return of hematemefis, with cof-
tive belly.

Sumat pulveris jalape compofiti drachmam.

After this, had feveral returns, treated with laxa-
tives, and on O&ober 25th, was difiniffed from the
houfe, cured,

MARGARET
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No. VIL

CASES OF CHOREA.

Royal Infirmary, Aug. 2d 1802.
WILLIAM SINCLAIR, Ztatis 10.

Affeted with irregular involuntary motions of the
fuperior extremuties, and occafionally with a difeafed
aftion of the mufcles of the face, producing great
diftortion in the expreflion of the features, attended
with flufhing in the face, pain in the occiput, and
difficult articulation.  Although he . cannot - ftand

erelt
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Sept. 16th.  Has had free paffage of belly—itools
more frequent, but ftill fetid—motions more ftaid.

Repetantur pilule aloetice et infufum fenne,

17th. Walks with increafing firmnefs and
vigour—irregular motions of left arm continue—no

{ftool,

Habeat quam primum bauflum ex oleo ricini.

Repetantur pilule aloetice et :}rﬁfg.m Jfenne, -

¥ - . -‘.’. -
—— 18th.  Continuentur pilule et infufum, wt ber: pre-

Jeripturm,

19th.  No ftool—involuntary motion of left
arm aggravated.

Habeat quam primum bolum @ jalapa cum mercurio,

Intermittantur pilulee aloetica et infufum fennee,

20th. Confiftent fetid bilious ftool—re-
jected the bolus by vomiting.

Pilulas aloeticas duodecim ; Sumat duas omni quadrihorio,

21ft. No ftool.

Continuentur pilule, ut ber:.

22d. Paffage of belly in the courfe of yefe

terday—motions of the arm more ﬁ:f:ady.
Continuentur pilule, ut hers,

R | Sept,
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Royal Infirmary, Dec. 28th 1803.
THOMAS WYLIE, Altatis q.

Has conftant irregular and involuntary motions of
both fuperior and inferior extremities; the right
fide feems to be more affected than the left; thefe
motions continue during fleep ; when he walks, he
has the appearance of dragging the one leg after the
other ; his head is alfo occafionally moved involun-
tarily, with twitchings in the mufcles of his face, and
fome difficulty of articulation. Pulfe natural —belly
open. Thefe fymptoms have been prefent eight

- days; the right fide was firft affected. He has ufed
fome calomel powders.

Dee. 29th. Several fmall dark coloured ftools
~ fince admiflion.

Habeat bolum e jalapa cusn mercuris.

—— 830th.  But a fcanty feculent difcharge, pre-
ceded by vomiting—much thirft—tongue white—
involuntary motions continue ; not interrupted du-
ring {leep—appetite indifferent—pulfe feeble.

Repetatur bolus e jalapa cum mercurio,
Jufewds bovind libram, indies.

R 2 Dee.
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above, beginning with a loud feream, and lafting
about four hours—fuch have continued to prevail
fince that time.

His head has been fhaved, and vinegar applied to
it. Took a dofe of phyfic, which produced feveral
ftools of a greenifh appearance and fetid fmell.

Habeat bolum e jalapa cum mercurio.

Dec. 6th.  Refufed the bolus—jaw is at prefent
fixed, and general fpafm affeéts the body.
Recipe—Submuriatis bydrargyr: ferupudum,
Sacchari albi drachmam.
Tere intime, et divide in dofes duodecim, quarum Sfumat umam,

omnt bihorio.

7th. Trifmus and fpafm were of fhort du-
ration—involuntary motion of the mufcles of the ab-
domen and of the lower jaw continue—one rather
coftive, but pretty copious fetid and green ftool—

ufes little food—eight powders taken.
Repetantur pulveres e fubmariate hydrargyrs, ut beri fumendt,

ufque dum iterum folvatur alvus.
Habeat juris boving libram,
Seri vingfi libram et dunidiam, indies.

—— 8th. Irregular motions as yelterday, but
trifmus and fpafm have not recurred—two fcanty
ftools refembling thofe of yefterday—pulfe 90, of

moderate ftrength—fourteen powders taken.
R 4 Recipe
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and at prefent affect only the mufcles moving the
head—pulfe good—more nourifhment taken, but he

has refufed altogether the laxative mixture.

Continuetur balnewm. Intermittatur tinclura jalapee.

Dec. 12th. Has had two ftools of more natural
appearance, and lefs fetid than hitherto—irregular
motions continue, but are ftill lefs frequent and lefs
fevere—f{pafm - refembling tetanus, by account, oc-
curred while in the bath—continues to take food,
but declines the beef-tea and porter.
| Recipe— Magnefie ufiee,

Sacchari, utyiufque drachmas aﬁr_mr?
Aquee uncias fm:..

Stt miftura partitis vicibus indies porrigenda.

Intermittantur Juﬁufum bovinum, cerevifia (Porter), et balneum
h?.'ffs.rm

A little beef-fteak to dinner.

13th. Has taken the mixture fparingly,
and has had no {tool—irregular motions confined to
the mulfcles moving the head and lower jaw, and ap-
pear to be fomewhat under command.

Repetatur miflyra e magnefia, ut beri prafcripta.

~—— 14th. Mixture, as prefcribed, has been
nearly taken—no {tool—irregular motions as laft
defcribed—mouth continues affected.

Dec.
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Dec. 19th.  Alvine difcharge copious, confiftent,
and clay coloured—motions continue to abate, and \
appetite {till to improve.

" Continuetur miftura tinGture jalape, indies.

¢

21ft. A ftool yefterday, fimilar to the pre-
ceding one—none fince.
Addantur miffure tinélurc jalape drachme duc.

Habeat vint rubri uncias quatuor.

| 90d. A ftool fimilar to thofe lately deferib-
ed—irregular motions are {till lefs frequent and vio-

lent, not without fufpicion of their being occafionally
induced at will—wine is relifhed. ~

Continuetur vinum necnon miftura e tinGlura jalape.

———24th. Alvine difcharge in abundant quan.
tity, and now of natural "appearance—irregular mo-
tions have nearly, if not altogether ceafed—appetite
continues good, and general health is improved.

Continuetur vinum, necnon miffura e tinflura jalape cum tinélu-
ra drachmis fex tantum.

—— 25th. Continues convalefcent~—alvine dif-
charge is abundant and natural. '

—— 2?]‘5‘. Habeat lﬁ&ﬂfa;ﬁ'fqﬁag uncias duas.

Signa,
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¥ Edinburgh, March 2d, 1805.
ANNE ROSS, Atatis 10.

- Of the above date, I vifited this girl.

She had a pale complexion, a dull eye, a vacant
expreflion of countenance.  After previous bad
health, fhe had laboured, for fix weeks, under in-
voluntary motions of the mufcles moving the trunk
of the body, and the fuperior and inferior extremi-
ties, which, although flight in the beginning, had
now become violent and irregular, and did not ceale
altogether, during fleep. = She could not articulate—
mufcular flelh was loofe, but not wafted—abdomen
was hard and prominent—appetite was keener than
when in health; and her belly was faid to be re-

gular.

Sumat maffe pilularum aloeticarum grana quindecim, omni Iri-
boris.

March 3d. Forty five grains of the above mafs
taken.

One copious, confiftent, dark coloured ftool.

Coniinuentur pilule aloetica.

Light nourifhing diet to be ufed.

i March

it
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March 7th. Fourteen pills taken—one copious,
confiltent, dark, and fetid ftool—an eafy night— :
motions fufpended during fleep are weaker and more '

regular this morning.
Sumat quid reliqui fit pilularum beri preferiptarum.

gth. The fix pills taken—two ftools of dark
colour, and in part of a clayey confiftence, adhering
to the fides of the containing veffel —eye is more lan-
guid, and cheeks paler than ufual. She cannot as
yet articulate—an eafy night without motion—mouth
fomewhat pained with mercurial fetor of the breath.

Recipe—Foliorum fenne drachmas tres,
Cremoris tartari,
Extradli glycirrbize, fingulorum drachmam unam.
Infunde per horam in aque fervide unciis dusdecim.
Sumat infuft colati quariam partem omni bihorio.
Habeat cyathum unum vel alterum wini, (Port,) indies.

9th. Alvine difcharge fimilar to the laft,
but more copious—a quiet night.

Recipe—Calomelanos grana fex,
Pulveris jalape,
Saponis, fingulorum grana decem,
Mucilaginis gummi arabicd quantum fatis fit, ut fant
prlule fex vefpere fumende.
Recipe—=Soda tartarifate drachmas quatuor,
Foliorum fenne drachmas duar,

Extraéte
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nuch as yefterday ; but the rigidity and involuntary
laughter have not recurred—no {tool.
Recipe—Tinllure jalape uncias duas ; cujus fumat quantum ca-
Jipiat cochleare paroum, ex'aqua, omni bora.

Continuetur vinum.

March 18th. Two thirds of the tinfture taken—a
fluid ftool more natural than hitherto—no ficknefs—

a quiet night—motions lefs frequent and lefs violent.
Recipe—Calomelanos grana fex,
Pulveris jalape grana duodecim,
Fiat pulyis, véfpere fumendus.
‘Recipe—Foliorum fennee, drackmas tres,
Extraéti glycirrbizee drachmam.
Infunde in aque fervide unciis duodecim, quarum fumat quaritam
partem omni bora cras mane,

Continuetur vinum.

14th. A quiet night ; under greater invo-
luntary agitation than yeﬁerda}r——gripes and vomit-
ing fucceeded the third dofe of the infufion—a co-
pious ftool of a light green colour, fluid and fetid.

Repetatur pulvis, ut heri; et cras mane fimat quid reliqui fit
infufi.

Continuetur vinum.

it 15th. A copiots, partly fluid, gréen-colour-
¢d, and highly fetid ftool—flight naufea after the in-

8 fufion
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