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in that mode of practice, the ulti-
mate {uccefs of which has more than
equa]led my expectations, and which
it is the obje& of the prefent Work ta
eftablifh.

Moft of the patients whom I haye
feen afflicted with this diforder, were
of a ftrumous habit, and defcended
from parents of a fimilar conftitution :
in fome cafes, it has allo appeared,
that many of their families have been
deftroyed by phthifis pulmonalis; I
have generally obferved, indeed, that
children whofe parents were un-
healthy, or had married at a late
period of life, were more particularly
fubje& to {crofulous affections,

Many authors, as well as pra&i-
tioners, of the prefent day, have con-
fidered acrimony of lymph to be a
primary caufe of white-fwelling.~—

This
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done, no fuch difeafed fungufies have
arifen, as the furgeons at that time
experienced. It has been thought,
and really might be apprehended, that
Mr. Serjeant Wifeman, by the treat-
ment we have juft reprefented, may
have added to that caries it was his
intention to remove ; however, frornl
the account he gives of this pradice,
we cannot form any confiderable hopes
of fuccefs, particularly when he tells
us, that in a cafe of white-fwelling
of the knee, in which, after he had
applied a cauftic to make an npeningi
to difcharge the matter, the a&ual
cautery was made ufe of to expedite
exfoliation, yet, as he fays, the carjes
increafed, and the patient langm{h-h
ing, died at laft tabid.—

The {pina ventofa of the joint, or
that {pecies of white-fwelling which
confifts in an enlargement of the bone,

15
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is a malady to which young people
are moft liable*. Writers have fup-
pofed, that the peculiar texture of
the epiphyfes, or the ends of a bone,
caufed them to be more liable to it,
than their middle, or harder parts + :
however, we know that the extremi=
ties of the cylindrical bones allow of
a greater degree of expanfion than
we commonly find to take place in
the middle of a bone, and that, at
firft, without marks of external caries.
We muft admit as a fa&, though we
are at a lofs to account for it, that
the harder parts of a bone arc more
fufceptible of the venereal virus, than
the fofter parts; and that the extre-
mities, or heads of a bone, are more
frequently liable to {crofula, though

inftances have, and do occur, where

* Joannis de Gorter chirurgia repufgatd, paggs 40 and 50,
4+ Le Clerk on difeafes on bone, cap. iii,

C 2 EVEI'}T
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every part of a bone is fubje& 10 VCHy
nereal, as well as ftrumous affe@ion.

Cafes of whitc-{welling, attended
with enlargement of bone, have re-
covered ; and, I believe {uch inftances
would have been more frequent, had
a remedy been known capable of ar- |
refting the progrefs of the difeafe in
the bone ; for, unlefs this can be ac-
complithed, the malady of the bone
will go on, until it pervades the joint,
and produce thofe effe@s on the liga-
ments, and articulating {urfaces of the
ends of the bones, as occur in the
white-fwelling, where the difeafe firft
begins in the cavity of the _]omtmw
Mr. Port has afcertained the efhcacy
of artificial drains, in checking ‘the
progrefs of caries, in difeafed vertebra,
and in reftoring the fpine, as well as
the patient to a flate of health: and I |
feel the greateft fatisfaction in the fuc-

cels
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RuAZES, AVIGENNA, PANDOLPHIN;
and moft other authors, have informed
us, that the {pina ventofa is a difeafe
of the bone; and Mererin, a judi-
cious commentator on PANDOLPHIN'S
Treatife on this {ubje&, fays, that in
this difeafe, the bones are firft and
principally affe@ted in their interior
part, and the difeafe of the bone al-
always precedes that of the flefh:
hence, if the difeafe of the bone, and
that of the flefh, appear at the fame
time, the former exifted before the
latter *,

Unlefs a patient applies to a fur-
geon in an early ftage of this difor-
der, it is in {fome cafes very difficuls

* Malum noftum in offis potius corruptione quam in
exulceratione carnis confiftere, ha fere evincunt rationes,
quia offa & quidem interius primo ac primario corrum-
puntur ; offifque corruptio femper praecedit corruptionem
carnis 3 atque hinc fi /ffis & carnis vitium fimul apparet,
illud femper hoc prius extitit. —Aunotat Mercklini Pan-
dolphini, cap. i

to
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to {peak with certainty, as to the
exact ftate of the joint; for, under
certain circumftances, white-{wellings
very much refemble each other in
point of external appearance. I have
fhown to my medical friends fome dif-
eafed joints, of which, upon examin-
ation, it was impoihble to decide with
accuracy, as to the ftate of the parts:
fome of the cafes, they, as well as
myfclf, confidered only an enlarge-
ment of the bone; but after the ap-
plication of leeches, and an artificial
drain derived from the integuments,
covering the joint, there did not ap -
pear the fmalleft enlargement of the
heads of the bone ; and in cafes where
it was imagined the bones were not
enlarged, but the complaint was
merely an affection of the foft parts;
it turned out, on their recovery, that

the bones alfo had {uffered enlarge-

ment,
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I have, however, witnefled the
efficacy of local bleeding in cafes of
violent pain within a joint unattended
with fwelling ; and the patients thus
afflicted were every one of a {crofulous
habit. In addition to this treatment,
the perfpiration of the part was kept
up by fomentation and poultices, the
patients were confined to bed, the
ftate of their bowels attended to, and
antimonial preparations, affifted by a

quantity of opium, proportioned to-
the degree of pain and age of the
patients, were -adminiftered in the

evening.

I have known this method of treat-
ment completely fuccefsful in remov-
ing an incipient complaint, which, if

fuffered to have proceeded, would

moft probably have terminated in

white-fwelling.
Blood may be taki% from the part,
by
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by cupping or leeches; it is obvious,
that leeches muft be ufed in thofe
cafes, where, from the {welling of the
joint, the integuments are in a ftate
of tenfion, and that they are alfo to be
preferred where the fkin is inflamed.
Thefe are the only circumftances un-
der which one mode of drawing blood
is preferable to another; for the pa-
tients have appeared benefited by the
proportionate quantity of blood that
has been drawn from the part, and
not from the mode by which it was
taken.
Mercury was reforted to by Heifter,
in complaints of this nature, from a
notion that they arofe from a venereal
taint. Netwithftanding the fuccefs
he attributes to this medicine, it would
appear from the obfervations I have
been able to make refpeéing it, or to
colle& from the experience of others,
E 2 that
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fnotion of the limb was impaired.
His cafes, however, were not all {cro-
fulous; I think two of them only were
{fo, and in thefe the difcharge was
kept up for a confiderable time.

The irritation and the ftrangury;
occafioned by the ufe of blifters, intro-
duced the application of cauftics ;
which treatment will be more particu-
larly confidered, when we fpcak of the
efficacy of artificial drains.

A variety exifts in point of {ymp-
toms in thofe white-fwellings which
owe their origin to a morbid ftate of
the cavity of the joint. In the one,
the complaint is flow in its progrefs
to inflammation and fuppuration, and
produces at firft but {light uneafinefs;
while the other is attended with very
fevere pain, previous to the appearance
of any fwelling.

The firft of thefe conftitutes as does
the
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the diftention of the joint increafing,
inflammation and fuppuration occur.
It is at this time when the patient’s
health is in the greateft hazard, and
fuffers more rapidly than at any other
period of the complaint. The pain
which is firft obferved is always with-
in the joint, and the integuments and
tendinous parts {uffer in confequence
of the articulation being affected.

The elafticity which writers men-
tion, as perceptible to the touch,
on examination, is very fimilar to the
fenfation that deep-feated abfcefles
give, or what might be expe&ed from
fecling a fluid through parts which
are in a difealed and thickened ftate.
Thefe parts are fometimes much
diftended by the fluid which is ef-
fuled, and the whole joint feels fo hard
and tenfe, that the cafe might eafily be
miftaken for a mere enlargement of

bone:
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tioned, there has exifted for a length
of time a morbid ftate of the foft
parts, and that to a greater extent
than often would be expeéted from
the appearance of the fkin.

Even where ulceration has happen-
ed in an early ftage of white-fwelling,
though the {ores are certainly not of
that malignant nature juft deﬁ:nbed
yet from their number (for as foor
as one heals, another breaks out)
they will conftitute a more extenfive
difeafe of the integuments, than may
have been imagined; and the cir-
cumftance of the cellular membrane
being deftroyed, will render the healing
of them very difficult : they fometimes
indeed, do heal, but then they ge—l
nerally - break out again, or frefh ul-
cerations are formed in parts contigu-
ous to the former.

Pradtice, and not hypothefis, inclines

mec
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difeafe, and thereby augmenting ra- -

ther than alleviating the diforder.

Patients do not fometimes apply
for furgical relief till {fuppuration has
advanced ; and then it is generally en-
couraged by the application of warm
fomentations and poultices, from a
notion (as I fuppofe) that it is impro-
bable that difcuflion can be obtained
under fuch circumftances. But I have
repeatedly fucceeded in effecting the
abforption of a fluid, which [ had
previoufly afcertained in my own
mind to be pus, from every attending
circumftance, fuch as the appearance
of the fkin, the degree of pain endured,
and particularly when the part was
examined, together with the general
ftate of the patient’s health.

Though the complaint has {fome-
times been cured by the occurrence
of abfcefs in parts exterior to the

G __ joink
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joint, yet the fituation of the pa~
tients has been rendered very hazard-
ous, for it is a great inftance of good
fortune, if they are not deftroyed by
the irritation and drain of thefe {ores ;
and T have feen the removal of the
limb become a necefiary confequence |
of fuch external abfcefles.

The circumftance that white-{wel-
lings do occafionally recover in the fup-
purative ftage of the diforder, has often
given credit to remedies of no avail.
For, if the patient fhould pofiefs
ftrength {uflicient to {fupport him un-
der the difcharge, the laft application,
as well as the laft pra@itioner who at-
tended, will appear to have the merit of
curing the difeafe, the patientnot being
apprifed that this is fometimes effeGted
by the fpontaneousformation of abfcefs.

No furgeon poflefling humanity,
or judgment in his profeflion, would,

1
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in a cafe of curvature of {pine, arifing
from a difeafed flate of the vertebra,
recommend his patient to wait for
the appearance of lumbar abfcefs,
becaufe, once in a way, a cure has
been obtained; but would immedi-
ately advife the cauftics, from a con-
viction that it is almoft a certainty,
that, even if fuch abfcefs thould take
place, his patient would be drained to
death, in confequence of the great and
long-continued difcharge,

And though it has been obferved,
that where {uppuration has taken
place, and an external abfcefs been
formed, in the early ftage of white-
{fwelling, a final cure has occafionally
followed ; it fhould neverthelefs be re-
membered, that this abfcefs had no
connection with the cavity of the
joint, for if it had, the chance of the
“patient’s recovery. would have been

G 2 extremely
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extremely precarious; and where it
happens that the complaint has pro-
ceded fo far as thoroughly 'to diforder
every part conne&ted with the joint, in
that cafe, the formation of abfcefs be-
comes an unfortunate occurrence, as
tending to increafe the complaint, and
exhauft the patient.

It is now more than four years
{fince I recommended the cauftic to be
applied on the integuments covering
the difeafed joint, from an eopinion,
that iffues would prove more effetual,
the nearer they were made to the feat

of the difeafe.

I then ftated, that this opinion had
fomething more than probable conjec-
ture to recommend itfelf, and, indeed,
{fubfequent experience has fully con-
firmed me in the belief, that the fail-
ure of the cauftic in difeafed joints,

was
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which was further fecured in its place
by crofs flips of adhefive plafter, and
the affiftance of a roller.

Though this method has {ucceed-
ed in the cure of confirmed white-
fwellings, fome of which were at-
tended with caries, yet the applica-
tion of the cauftic is frequently ha-
zardous, from the thinnefs of the inte-
guments in fome cafes; for inftances
have occurred where the cauftic has pe-
netrated fo far as to produce a flough-
ing of the tendinous expanfion of the
mufcles ; but the furgeon may avoid in-
juring the ligaments of the joint, by
making the efcharsat a diftance fuffici-
ently remote, as he can afterwards thift
the {ore higher or lower, more on one
fide or the other, by prefling the fpongg
againft its edge in the dire@ion of that
part from whence he may wifh to

procure a difcharge, Notwithftanding
3 the
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merely to record a plain matter of fa&:
viz. that white-{fwellings of the joints
have recovered after making a {ore
furface, and procuring from thence
a confiderable permanent diicharge.

It has frequently happened to re-
medies which have been recommended
in particular complaints, that their
application has been too general, and
that their powers have been eftimated
from their effe¢t in cafes by no means
analogous to thofe for which it was
originally intended ; in this way many
an ufeful medicine has loft its credit,
and {unk into oblivion.

I thould be forry to be underftood
as either making in my own practice,
or recommending to others, an indif-
criminate ufe of any particular remedy;
but I truft that the relation the {eve-
ral cafes bear to the difeafe of which
it was my more immediate obje to

treat,
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Obferving that when this circum-
ftance occurred, the fores uniform-
ly healed with induration, I was
induced to keep them open, either
by an occafional touch of the lunar
cauftic, or a folution of it in wa-
ter, till all hardnefs was removed,
and I think I have alfo {cen fome
effc@ from a mercurial drefling*
in increafing the difcharge, and not
only amending the ftate of the fore,
but caufing the edges of the ulcers
to {often down.

Much may be expected from artifici-
al drains in thofe depofitions of matter

* The precipitate by pure ammonia, from a folution of
mercury, indiluted nitrous acid, made in a low temperature,
and applied moift, the fuperabundant ammonia being pre-
vioufly wathed away by diftilled water,

Thegprecipitate, after drying, has not appeared to me to
anfwer fo well as whilft it retained its moifture, fo as to
pofl {s about the confiftence of cream. It was firft pro-
pofed to me by Mr, Haflam, of Bethlem Hofpital, as an
application to venereal fores, or any kind of ulcer, in which
the external ufe of mercury might be thought advifeable, and

irom my own experience I can recommend it in fuch ¢

which

*
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which fucceed fever, {mall-pox, &c.
and are called critical abfceffes ; and
the following cafe will thow that they
are attended with much danger, which
probably might thus be obviated.

A lad about ten years of age, of a
{crofulous habit, was fuddenly {eized
with a painin his knee, and up the
whole limb; he afterwards became
very feverith, and when I faw him the
whole thigh was loaded with matter,
which I let out by a {fmall opening,
but this afforded no relief to the dif-
eafed joint, and in a few weeks he died,
heéic, from the very great difcharge.

It is impofiible to afcertain with
precifion what degree of benefit might
have accrued in this cafe from an arti-
ficial drain; but under fuch circum-
ftances, my expe&ations of advantage
are not inconfiderable from the great
good derived from that treatment in

12 the
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deed but for fuch diftin&ions, and

more particularly from thefe com-
plaints having recovered, they cer-
tainly might be miftaken for can-

Cerous.
I have {een fix of thefe cafes in the

groin, two of them were patients af-
flited with the venereal difeafe, the
others were {crofulous : mercury given
in the firft inftance, to thofe who were
venereally affected, tended to enlarge
the fore, though it afterwards became
neceflary to complete the cure.

In thefe complaints, lint dipped
in tar, had an excellent effe® in
checking the farther progrefs of the
{ore, and difpofing it to fuppurate
kindly; but the application of forrel
{fucceeded in two inftances where the
tar and carrot poultices, with {piritu-
ous fomentations, had failed.

I fhall relate the cafes of thefe {ores,
as
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as accurately as my recollection ferves,
becaufe their appearances were pecu-
liar and ftriking,.

A boy, about fifteen, had a large
{crofulous abfcefs in the fore part of
his thigh, which burft, and as the na-
tural opening was infufficient for let-
ting out the matter, I enlarged it with
the probe-pointed biftory ; the next
morning, the whole fore had become
one continued flough, and was with-~
out any {urrounding hardnefs; themif-
chief went on, rapidly {preading, not-
withftanding a very liberal ufe of the
bark internally, and was not arrefted
till bruifed forrel-leaves were applied*,

# My idea of making this application was fuggefted by the
fuccefs ftated by Dr. Beddoes to have followed the ufe of a
fimilar plant in fome cafes of fcrofulous ulcerations. His tef-
timony is in favour of the wood-forrel (Osulis aceiofella) which
I could not readily procure, and therefore fubftituted for it the
common wood-forrel (Runmex aceto/a) § but it is probable, from
the larger relative proportion of oxalic acid eontained in the
former plant, that it may be fuperior inits powers to the

latter.
A little
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-~ A little girl, about fix years of age,
was brought to me on account of afcro-
fulous ab{cefs feated on the ulna, which
burft, and produced a fore exaétly of
the defcription of the preceding one.
The child fuffered much from the
pain, and ' therefore ‘a folution 'of
one grain of opium was given daily,
and as much bark as the ftomach
could bear. Notwithftanding tar and
other applicatiﬂnsiwere ufed, the fore
continued to {pread, and I determined
upon trying the forrel, intending, if
this fhould fail in checking the dif-
pofition to flough, to make dn ef
charotic application; ' this however
was unneceflary, for the- forrel foon
gave a healthy appearance to the fore
which continued “during its ufe;
and when it was afterwards dreflfed
with lint and calamine cerate, it de-
generated into its former {loughy

ftate,
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ftate, which was again removed by the
application of the forrel, and was at
laft totally healed by it.

Although a purulent drain, artifi-
cially excited, ought not perhaps to
be efteemed a conftitutional remedy,
merely from an improvement taking
place in the patient’s health, in confe-
quence of an amendment occurring
in a local difeafe; yet certainly it
eftablithes a claim of that nature,
when we find other modifications of
the fame difeafe, exifting at the fame
time, and in the fame patient, re-
moved by a treatment adopted only
with a view to the relief of a local
complaint. However, as faé is at
all times preferable to theory, 1 fhall
relate fome inftances inclining me to
the opinion that an artificial drain,
in cafes of fcrofula, is in itfelf a con-

ftitutional remedy.
K A young
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" A young lady, about ten years old,
had a great number of {crofulous ul-
cers over her body, befides the joints
of moft of her fingers much enlarg-

ed; her mother ftated, that the child
had an affetion of her cheft, with

cough, difficulty of breathing, night-

{weats and flufhings, and that as foon
as one fore healed, another broke out,

I informed her that as the child had

tried what medicine could do, I wifh-

e i

ed that fhe might fubmit to an iffue

only; accordingly I made her one in

the arm, and kept fome of the fores

difcharging by the ceratum fabine. It
is about two years fince her firft ap-

plication to.me for relief, and her

mother informs me, that fhe has com-

pletely recovered of her complaints,

.l

exeepting that fome of her fingers re-
main rather in a contradted ftate.

The glands in the neck of a ]ittlc%
boy, I*.

|






( 68 )

petition of the fame treatment ; but
when an iffue has been kept open
in any part of the body, for a confi-
derable length of time after the cure
of the local difeafe, no fuch accident
has occurred.

Li A Bt

I was defired to vifit a man,
about twenty-feven years of age,
who had been affli&ted with a white-
fwelling of his knee for more than
twelvemonths.  He {fuffered great
pain within the articulation, before
the joint appeared to enlarge, and his
cafe was treated as a rheumatifm ;
however, inftead of recciving benefit,
he gradually grew worfe, and was ad-
mitted into an hofpital, where he was
firft falivated, with not the {malleft
advantage. A blifter was alfo applied
to the joint, and repeated every other

L | da)'n
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day, for the fpace of a fortnight. He
{tated, that this method procured
him confiderable eafe, with fome re-
duction of the fwelling. When I
{faw him, he was in a confirmed ftate
of he&ic; had been troubled with ri-
gours ; the joint was much enlarged,
and very painful, particularly in one
part, where the fkin was thin and in-
~ flamed. Indeed, both from the ap-
pearances and the examination, I was
fully fatisfied that matter had formed.
I advifed him, on account of his
health, to part with the limb ; but he
declined the operation, telling me he
quitted the hofpital, as nothing far-
ther was propofed.

I made a large efchar on each fide

of the joint, by rubbing the ka/i pu-

rum on the part, and the {ores were
kept difcharging, by means of pre-
pared {ponge.

In
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In this cafe, no eafe was derived
from the ftimulus of the cauftic ; but
after the fores had difcharged freely
for {fome time, his pains were miti-
oated, and his health improved.

The previous painful ftate of the

part, prevented, before, a minute ex-

amination, which would have afcer-
tained that the ends of the bones were
deprived of their cartilaginous cover-
ing, by the grating noife that was oc-~
cafioned upon moving the joint. By
the continuance of this drain, for
nearly eighteen months, his knee got
perfecly well; its motion was unim-
paired, nor was the grating found any
longer perceivable upon ufing the
Joint.

This man had alfo a fimilar affec-
tion of his ankle joint, attended with
ulcerations and extenfive caries, on
which account, he fubmitted to am-

putation ;
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putation ; and though the knee had

remained well a twelvemonth, and
was {o at the time of the operation,
yet it was confidered right to am-
putate above it; and I very much
regret, I had not the opportunity of
examining the difeafed parts.

G S K ikl

¥ o

S. G. achild, about the age of fe-
ven, had an indolent white-fwelling,
for upwards of two years; ; the whcﬂe
Jr.nnt was greatly fwelled, and the in-
‘ner condyle of the thigh-bone 98
peared enlarged.

She appeared to be very confump-
tive, breathed with difficulty; het
{kin was yellow, dry, hot, and fcurfy;
and fhe made little, and fometimes no
water in the courfe of the day; her
belly was alfo {wollen, and the glands
of the neck enlarged. In confequence

of
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of the weak ftate the child was in, a
fore was made by the cauftic, only
on the infide of the joint, that part
being moft difeafed, and was kept
open by the prepared f{ponge, and
when it had difcharged only a few
weeks, her fkin became cool and per-
{pirable ; her appetite was improved,
and her breathing relieved; fhe be-
came eafy, and her {leep was uninter-
rupted by thofe {fpaims of the affected
limb, with which fhe had been before
troubled.

In évery relpe& fhe was mending,
until, unfortunately, fhe caught cold,
by fitting at the window, to view the
flames from the fire at Ratcliffe, which
imprudence produced a fever, and a
large deep-feated abfcefs formed on
the outfide of the knee. I.afcertained

that the fever was not {ymptomatic of

the ablcefs, but that the abfcefs de-
pended
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pended on the fever, from the mother"s
account, who' informed me, that the
child had for two days been very fe--
verith, before any alteration in the
joint took place, or the had com-
plained of any pain. It was pretty
certain, thatif the abfcefs had burfted,
or been opened, the child would pro-
bably have been drained to death ; but
the joint having been confiderably re-
duced in fize by the firft application of
the cauftic, I was tempted to appl);‘:' it
again, on that part of the fkin which
immediately covered the abfcefs, tak-
ing the greateft care that it did not
penetrate into the tumour. After the
efchar had feparated, and the fore had
difcharged freely, the child ‘became
eafier, and the abfcefs gradually dif-
perfed. The iffues were kept openy
firft by the {ponge, and afterwards
by the favine cerate, for upwards of

I two
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CASE 1V,

I. G. aged nine ycars, of a {cro-
fulous habit (as were alfo his parents)
had laboured under a white-iwelling
of the knee for above two years. Be-
_fore half of that time had elapfed, an
abfcefs formed above the joint; for a
thort time, he feemed relieved, his
knee being lefs painful, and the com-
plaint at a ftand. '

He applied to me, in a ftate of
he&ic; his knee meafured twice the
fize of the other, he felt great pain in
the ends of the bones, and within the
articulation, and there was a  very
confiderable quantity of fluid to
be felt over the whole joint.  His
parents not confenting to an amputa-
tion, the cauftics were applied on each
condyle, and the fores maintained open
by the {fponge. A copious difcharge

o 1k ‘ | being
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being kept up for the {fpace of a few
weeks, effected a confiderable amend -
ment in his health, and fome improve-
ment took place alfo as to the joint,
for he could bear it to be handled and
moved with lefs pain, and the {welling
was abated. He continued getting bet-
ter, and recovered {o well, as to be able
to walk every day, for fix months, to
my houfe, which is a full mile from the
place of hisabode; during which time,
his health was remarkably good, and
the joint appeared free from difeafe,
excepting a degree of enlargement in
the bone, which, however, was no im-
pediment to its action.

As he was one day returning to his
father’s houfe, he felt fuddenly a great
pain within the joint, which obliged
him to be carried home, and in a few
weeks he died hedtic, in confequence

of
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tion to {crofula, before' the fore made
by the cauftic was healed, I cut him
an iffue in the arm.

1 have almoft daily opportunity of
feeing this boy, as he lives in my
neighbourhood, and he has not fince
had any complaint, though a period
of nearly three years has elapfed,

CASE IX

M. H. agirl, about five years of
age, was troubled with a white-fwell-
ing of the right elbow, which was
attributed to her having fallen from
a {fwing.  The mother difcovered
the joint to be larger than the
other, and that fhe favoured it,
and complained on its being moved.
The fkin covering the difeafed part
was pallid, and the integuments were
thickened, though no impreflion of
the finger remained after handling.

This
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This child laboured wunder weak
eyes, had a fwollen belly, the glands
of her neck enlarged, and fhe was
drowly, and ina&ive, Two {ores
were made by the cauftic, on each
fide of the joint, and were kept dif-
charging for about fix months, when
her elbow got well, and her health
recovered. At the mother’s folicita-
tion, I healed the {ores, but in about
two months, the {welling of the elbow
returned, and there was a chain of
lymphatic tumours extending from
thence, towards the axilla, and fhe
relapfed into her former ill ftate of
health; and fome time after, I faw the
elbow, when the integuments were
unaffected, though the articulation
was confiderably diftended with fluid.

The advantages derived from the
firft application of the cauftic, encou-
raged the parents to hope a fecond
trial would prove equally fuccefsful ;

but
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tion of the knee rendered it of noufe,
and it was only in his way ; but the
mother objecing, I directed the iffues
to be kept open ; this advice was not
followed, and though the knee preferves
its improved ftate, yet a fcrofuious ab-

{cefs has formed in the middle of his
leg.
A 3 H XL

A young lady felt a pain in her
knee, three years before I faw her,
which was exafperated by walking,
long ftanding, or any kind of fatigue ;
the joint was contracted, much en-
larged, and the integuments were in a
thickened, pufly ftate, and of a pallid
appearance, though not cedematous.
She defcribed her pain as particularly
fevere in the inner condyle, and under
the ligaments of the knee-pan, thoot-
ing from thence into the joint. ‘The

part
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part was at different times, cupped or
leeched, and a large blifter applied.
As the cafe occurred before my know-
ledge of the effedts of favine, I em-
ployed the wng. cantharidis to keep up
the difcharge, which produced great
pain and ftrangury. I therefore applied
the cauftic on each fide of the joint,
and kept the {ores open by the plafter-
ed {ponge. I with particularly to re-
mark, that the always exprefled herfelf
relieved in proportion to the quantity
of difcharge. This patient conti-
nued under my care for two years, and
nearly the whole of that time, a drain
was maintained, either by the prepared
fponge, or by the favine cerate, a blifter
being previoufly applied. Her knee is
perfeétly recovered, fhe can ftraighten
or bend the joint without pain, and
her health, which had fuffered very

eonfiderably, is now completely re-
N eftablithed.
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eftablifhed. I cannot fufficiently com-
mend the patience with which the lady
who is the fubje& of the prefent cafe,
has born her fufferings. Indeed, the
circumftances were particularly unfa-
vourable ; for a very near relation had
fallen a victim to the fame diforder,
and but for a vifible improvement in
her general health, Ifhould frequently
have propofed amputation of the limb,
as preferable to the mifery fhe en-
dured. To {ecure her from a re-
lapfe, and as fthe had been troubled
with {wellings of the glands of
her neck, I cut an iffue above the
knee.

L AR E T XH,

R. D. of a {crofulous habit, had a
difeafed knee, for above three months.
He defcribed his pain, as firft originat-
ing in the inner condyle of the os fe-

| 0715,
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morisy, under the patella, and within
the articulation, before the part ma-
nifefted any fwelling.—The cuftom-
ary application had been previoufly
ufed, with no advantage; but as he
had lately contracted fome venereal
complaint, it was thought advifable,
to try how far mercury would re-
lieve the difeafed joint; he was di-
re¢ted to rub mercurial ointment on
the affe@ted limb every night, for
about fix weeks, which falivated him,
though it did not in the {malleft
degree alleviate the pains of the joint,
which were not more exafperated in
the evening, than at any other period
of the day. He was afterwards ad-
mitted into St. Clement’s workhoule,
when his health was much impaired,
from the uneafinefs of the joint, lofs
~ of {leep and appetite. An elchar was
made, by the application of the cauf-

N 2 tic,
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tic, on ecach fide of the joint, which
was pufty, much enlarged, and fome-
what contra&ed; and the fores were
kept open by the prepared {ponge,
for about four months, after which
period the joint became perfeétly free
from difeafe, though {ome further
time was neceflary for it to acquire
its ufual ftrength. ~About two years
after, in confequence of his applica-
tion to me on account of another dif-
eafe, I had an opportunity of examin-
ing the joint ; he told me it was equally
ftrong and ufeful as the other, and I
could not difcover any veftige of dif-
eafe.

G A S R -l

I was defired to vifit E. C. who
had been two years affliGed with a
difeafed knee; and had fuffered great
pain in the condyles of the thigh-

bone,
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iponge, for about a year, in which
time the joint progreflively recovered.
This patient was not relieved by the
irritation the cauftics firft produced,
or indeed until after the {ores had dif-
charged freely for fome weeks ; and
the improvement that took place in
her health, was the firft circumitance
which afforded the {malleft ray of

hope.
CASE. EIV,

I was defired to vifit a gentleman,
who after acute rheumatifm, had a
difeafed knee, which meafured more
than the other three inches and a
half ; a fluid was to be felt luGuat-
ing on each fide of the joint, and
under the knee-pan, which was ele-
vated confiderably above the thigh-
bone, and which by motion was dif-
tinély heard to grate.  This patient

4 felt
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felt much uneafinefs within the arti-
culation of the knee, for fome time
before the joint enlarged, and his
health was very much impaired.

The cauftic was applied on each
fade of the joint, and the fores were
kept open by the {ponge ; an artificial
drain was kept up, either in this way,
or by previoufly bliftering, and af-
terwards drefling with the favine ce-
rate, for the {pace nearly of twelve
months, with manifeft advantage; for
his health was reftored, he was en-
abled to walk without pain, though
the joint felt weak, and appeared
{fomewhat {wollen; and on motion no
grating could be perceived, yet the
patella was increafed in its circum-
ference. I cannot give any further
account of this cafe as the avocations
of the gentleman carried him out of

town. _
CASE



( 95 )
C'A S'E- &V,

A. M. about the age of twenty-two,
called on me, on account of a dif-

cafed knee, he had had for nearly two
years ; and when it firft appeared, the
pain was removed by bliftering, but
it {foon after returned. The joint was
much enlarged ; but {o tenfe and hard
was the part, that it appeared to a me-
dical friend and myfelf, that the con-
dyles were enlarged; and from the
deep pain he felt in the cavity of the
joint, when it was ufed, we concluded
alfo, that the ligaments had fuffered.
This perfon’s joint was treated,
for four months, in the fame way
as has been mentioned in the preced-
ing cafe, and with the like fuccefs,
and the joint is of itsnatural fize.
Though feveral months have elapfed
fince the cure was performed, he has

continued
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kept mending as long as a difcharge
was procured from the difeafed knee,
but when the fore was healed, in
confequence of the joint having re-
covered; the wulcer became worle,
which circumftance induced me to
cut her an ifflue above the knee,
which I underftand is kept open, and
fhe has had no relapfe.

A 8 ¥ RVl

A child, about two years old, with
enlarged glands of the neck, had fuf-
fered from a white-{fwelling of the
knee, for about three months; the
joint was twice its natural fize, and the
child cried much, when it was moved.
The mother previoufly to her dif-
covering the part to be {wollen,
noticed that the infant could not bear
this joint to be exercifed with the fame
freedom as the other, The integu-

ments
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and though therc wasa quantity of
fluid accumulated abeut the joint,
the condyles appeared enlarged, and
when the elbow was moved, the bones
grated. The knee was contradted,
much {wollen, and fo diftended, that
till after the reduc@ion of the {fwell-
ing, I was unable to afcertain that the
end of the thigh-bone was enlarged,
though he .experienced much uneafi-
nefs in the condyles, and within the
cavity of the joint. In confequence
of the weak ftate of the patient, I was
contented to try what would be the
refult of a purulent drain derived
only from the knee. After the part
had difcharged freely for about a fort-
night, he did not expe@orate any
more blood ; his complaints in his
cheft were greatly relieved, and in a
few wecks were entirely removed.
The improved ftate of this patient’s

2 health
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he could not, as before, bear it to be
handled without great complaint, and
in moving the joint, he exprefled a
{enfation of much uneafinefs within
the articulation. A blifter was ap-
plied over the whole knee, and was
kept difcharging with the favine cerate
for about two months, by which treat-
ment he perfe&tly recovered, though
the joint for {ome time remained weak :
it is almoft two years fince, and no

{ymptom of difeafe has appeared.

G A & E.  XXIL

A. D. of a {crofulous habit, {ome
days after a fall, which at the time
did not occafion any inconvenience,
complained of a dreadful pain in
the infide of his knee, which was
followed by a pufly fwelling, under
and on each fide of the knee; he could
bear the part to be handled with free-

dom,
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uncafinefs, and his fufferings were
fomewhat diminifthed after the tume-
faction appeared.  When I faw him,
the joint was much diftended, and he
felt a deep-feated pain within the ar-
ticulat ion, which affe&ed his healch.

A blifter was firlt applied to the
knee ; when the cuticle was removed,
the part was drefled with the favine
cerate for fix months, when he had
loft all pain, and the joint in every
refpe@ appeared found, though it was
weak for {fome time. ‘

He remained well for fix months,
when he relapfed, and the fame fort of
treatrnent, with fuccefs, was reforted
to; but in this inftance, twice the time
was requifite for his recovery: and to
prevent another relapfe, as he was of a
{crofulous conflitution, an iffue was
made above the knee, and he has re-
mained well almoft twelve months.

CASE
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C AGSE XXIV.
H.W. aged thirty, was {eized, about

four years ago, with pain in the con-
dyles of the thigh-bone, and within
the articulation; her cafe was treated
and looked upon as rheumatifm, as
the joint became eafier when ufed, but
more ftiff and painful, after the limb
had been at reft for fome time. She
began to fuffer in her health, which
was afterwards much improved by
being at the fea-fide; fhe went fre-
quently into a warm fea-bath, with
the advantage only of relaxing the
joint, but it did not reduce the {well-
ing, or remove the pain. Different
liniments and plafters were applied,
and the underwent a long courfe of
mercury, without the {fmalleft relief,

It is now more than twelve months,

fince I firft faw her, and by {ubmit-
I ting
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ting to the treatment mentioned in the
preceding cafe, fhe has a very ufeful
limb; can extend, but is unable to
bend it {o perfeétly as fthe can the
other knee. Her health is very good ;
fhe is free from thofe pains, by which
fhe had been before opprefled, and
the {welling of the {oft parts is com-
pletely removed. Her complaint be-
ing of long f{tanding, and her pains
having begun in the condyles, which
remain enlarged, I have thought it
advifable to keep up a difcharge for
{ome time longer on each fide of the
‘joint, and ultimately mean to make
an iflue above the knee.

CASK:: XXV

A maid-fervant in my neighbour-
hood, about feventeen years of age,
had for many months been affliGed
with a pain within the articulation of

‘the
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fome days, fhe became eafier, opium
was therefore omitted, and in about
2 month the pain and {welling en-
tirely fubfided ; the joint in every re-
{pect recovered, and remains well.

C A8 E ZXXVI,

A young lady, aged twelve years, the

{ifter of the child whofe cafe is given
in page 66, was brought to me, from
the country, to be put under my care,
in confequence of the favourable event
of her fifter’s cafe. She had a dil-
cafed ankle-joint, of the indolent fort,
whofe appearance I have {o often de-
fcribed; it had fuppurated on the in-
ner {ide, but the ulcer did not reduce
the general {welling, and only {feemed
to affect that part over which it was
immediately fituated. A blifter was
applied round the whole joint, but
the ulcerated part was defended by a

drefling
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drefling of white cerate, a difcharge
was keptup for fix months,in the man-
ner I have recommended, and the fuc-
cefs of the pra&tice was moft decided.
From her conftitutional tendency to
{crofula, I made an iffue above her
knee, and directed that it thould be
conftantly kept open. I confider this
treatment as having prevented the re-
currence of any modification of the
~ difeafe fince that time,

LN B XAV

- W. B. thirty-four years of age, of a
ferofulous habit, had an affeétion of
the left ankle-joint, after external in~
jury, which at laft increafed fo as to
render him incapable of following his
ordinary occupation of a farrier. He
was for fome time admitted a patient
ina hﬂfpital, Withﬂut raceiving any be-

Q nefit,
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nefit, though all the ordinary methods
of treatment were employed. Itis
now more than three years fince he
firft applied to me; the joint was
much fwollen, and was remarkably
tenfe, though a fluctuation was per-
ceptible in fome parts ; he complained
of a violent deep-feated pain within
the joint, and it was completely ufe-
lefs. I firft dire¢ted leeches, and then
applied a blifter over the joint, intend-
ing to maintain a permanent difcharge
by the common blifter-ointment; but
the ftrangury which fuperve: ~d, made
it neceflary for me to defift from its
ufe. I therefore made a large efchar on
each fide of the joint, from which a
drain was eftablithed for more than a
yearanda half: it became free from pain
and fwelling, and though it is lefs flex-
ible and firong than the other, he is

neverthelefs
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difappeared, the fungus has {ubfided,
and the original {ore healed ; {o that at
prefent, the difcharge is kept up from
the {urface even of the whole joint, and
the only difeafe which feems to re-
main, confifts in the enlargement of

the bones.

L A S B, XXKL
Two cafes of difeafed f{houlder-

joints, in perfons of a fcrofulous ten-
dency, having fallen under my care,
I thall relate but one, the circum-
ftances of each nearly refembling
the other.

A young woman had long been
troubled with an excruciating pain
within the cavity of the fhoulder-joint,
and when it had continued for fome
time, the part began to fwell ; foon after
this the arm was lengthened and exte-
nuated, and fhe could not lift it from

her
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From the obfervations which have
been made, and the cafes adduced, I
think myfelf juftifiable, in drawing
the following conclufions :

That long-continued difcharges, ar-
tificially excited, are highly beneficial
in every ftage of white-fwelling, and
in other modifications of {crofula.

That caries has been arrefted, and
{fometimes eured; that colleions of
fluid within the cavities of joints, or

ex terior to them, have been removed ;
that fores conne&ted with the local af-

Quibufeunque 4 coxendicum morbo vexatis, coxa ex-

cidit, et rurfus incidit, his muci accedunt,
Hirrocr. Apbor. 5¢, § 6.

In quo aphorifmo Hippocrates caufam affignat lefi articul
femoris, quod excidat et recidat, quam in pituitam rejicit
mucofam ; et eft ut puto ille mucus, qui naturaliter {olet con-
teneri in articulorum cavitate copia tamen plus mquo ad-
autus. Hierox. Fasricit Opera Chirurgica, c. 106, p- 643.

Sape in articulis humor pituitofus acervatur, quem myxam
appellat (Hippocrates) a quo madefa&a articulationis liga-

menta, laxiora redduntur ; atque ideo facile a cavitate articulus
excidit, et rurfus non cum difficultate incidit.

Gavrew in Aphors Hippocr. Com. 6.
2 fection










