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. FTER being frequently urged to write

upon this fubjedt, and as often declin-

ing to do it, from apprehenfion of my own

inability, I am at length compelle&;tﬂ take

up the pen, however unqualified I may ftill
feel myfelf for the tafk.

The ufe of the angluve 15 gettmg abroad,
and it is better the world fhould derive
fome inftruction, however imperfedt, from
my experience, than that the lives of men
fhould be hazarded by its unguarded exhibi-
tion, or that 2 medicine of fo much efficacy
{hould be condemned and rej eé];ed as danger-

- OUs and unmanageable. i
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It is now about ten years fince I firft be-
gan to ufe this medicine. Experience and
cautious attention gradually-taught me how
to ufe it. For the laft two years I have not
had occalion to alter the modes of manage-
ment; but'l am fill far from ‘thinking
them perfect.

It would have been "an—eafy tafk to have
given felect cafes, whofe fuccefsful treatment
would have fpoken ftrongly in favour of the
medlcme, and perhaps been ﬂattenng to ‘my
OWI. reputatmn. But 'Truth and Scuﬁnce._
would condemn the pmpedure K have._'
therefore mentmned every cafe in Whﬁ:h f[:
have prefcribed the Foxglnve:, p'r::;i::;éf or im-
proper, fuccefsful or otherwife. Such a
conduct will lay me open, to dthe cenfure of
thofe who are dlfpofed To cenfure, but it

L. D1

will meet the approgatmn Uf,‘?jthmfﬁs.‘-:-:fri? are
the beft quahﬁed to, be Ju’éges 3 L

e |

i 1 the Surgenns and i}pothecames, W1th
whom I am conneéted in practice, b?th in
: this town and at a dlﬁﬁrﬁce, I beg lﬁave to

L £l

maﬁe

Yeg i
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make this public acknowledgment, for the
affiftance they {o readily afforded me, in per-
fe¢ting fome of the cafes, and in commu-
nicating the events of others.

The ages of the patients are not always
exadt, nor would the labour of making them
fo have been repaid by any ufeful confe-
quences. In a few inftances accuracy in that

refpect was neceflary, and there it has been
~ attempted ; but in general, an approxima-
~ tion towards the truth, was {uppofed to be
fufficient. |

The cafes related from my own experi-
ence, are generally written in the fhorteft
form I could contrive, in order to fave time
and labour. Some of them are given more
in detail, when particular circumftances
made fuch detail neceffary ; but the cafes
communicated by other praétitioners, are
given 1n their own words.

I muft caution the reader, who is not a
practitioner in phyfic, that no general de-
- ductions, decifive upon the failure or fuccefs
b - of :
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of the medicine, can be drawn from the
cafes T now prefent to him. Thefe cafes
muft be confidered as the molit hopelefs and
deplorable that exift ; for phyficians are fel-
dom confulted in chronic difeafes, till the
ufual remedies have failed : and, indeed, for
fome years, whillt I was lefs expert in the
management of the Digitalis, I {feldom pre-
{cribed it, but when the failure of every other
method compelled me to do it ; {o that upon
the whole, the initances I am going to ad-
duce, may truly be confidered as cafes loft to
the common run of practice, and only
fnatched from deftruction, by the efficacy
of the Digitalis; and this in fo remarkable
a manner, that, if the properties of that
plant had not been difcovered, by far the:
greateft part of thefe patients muft have
died. ' '

"There are men whowill hardly admit of any
thing which an author advances in fupport of
a'favorite medicine, and I allow they may
have fome caufe for their hefitation: nor do
I expedt they will wave their ufual modes of

Judg-
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judging upon the prefent occafion. I could
wifh therefore that fuch readers would pafs
over what I have faid, and attend only to
the communications from correfpondents,
becaufe they cannot be fuppofed to poffefs
any unjuft predilection in favour of the me-
dicine: but I cannot advife them to this ftep,
for I am certain they would then clofe the
book, with much higher notions of the effi-
cacy of the plant than what they would have
learnt from me. Not that I want faith in
the difcernment or in the veracity of my
‘correfpondents, for they are men of eftab-
lithed reputation; but the cafes they have
fent me are, with fome exceptions, too
much feleéted. They are not upon this ac-
count lefs valuable in themfelves, but they
are not the proper premifes from which to
draw permanent conclufions.

I with the reader to keep in view, that it

1s not my intention merely to introduce a

new diuretic to his acquaintance, but one

which, though not infallible, I believe to be

much more certain than any other in pre-
ent ufe. .

boa After






INTRODUCTION.

HE Foxglove is a plant fufficiently common in

this ifland, and as we have“but one {pecies,
and that fo generally known, I fhould bave
thought it fuperfluous either to figure or deicribe it;
had I not more than once feen the leaves of Mul-
Jein* gathered for thofe of Foxglove. On the con-
tinent of Europe too, other fpecies are found, and
I have been informed that our {pecies is very rare
in fome parts of Germany, exifting only by means
‘of cultivation, in gardens.

Our plant is the Digitalis purpurea <+ of Linnaus.
It belongs to the 2d order of the 14th clafs, or the
Drpvnvamia Ancioseermia.  The effential charac-
ters of the genus are, Cup with 5 divifions. Bloffom
bell-fhaped, bulging. Capfule egg-fhaped, 2-celled.—

Linn.

DIGITA'LIS purpu'rea. Little leaves of the

empalement egg-fhaped, fharp. Bloffoms blunt;
the upper lip entire. Linn. .
REFE-

¥ Verbafcum of Linnzus.
t The trivial name purpurea is not a very happy one, for the
bloffoms though generally purple, are fometimes of a pure white,
; s
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Rererences To Ficures, Thele are difpﬂfed an '’
the order of comparative excellence.

Rivini monopet. 104.

Flora danica, 74, parts of fruélification.

T ournefort Inflitutiones, 73, 4, E, L, M,

Fuchfii Hif. Plant. 893, copied in

Tragi flirp. hiftor. 88g.

7. Bauhinz hiffor. Vol, i, 812, 3, and

Lonicera 74, 1

Blackwell. audl. 16.

Dodonat pempt. fuirp. hift. 169, rfprfn.r,'td in
 Gerard emacul. 790, 1, and copied in

Parkinfon Theatr. botanic. 653, 1.

Gerlard, firfl edition, 646, 1.

Hiflor. Oxon. Morifon. V. 8, row 1, 1.

Flor. danic, 74, the reduced figure,

Bitgﬁm. The bellying part onthe infide fprinkled
with fpots like little eyes. ZLeaves wrinkled. Liwx.

Brossom. Rather tubular than bell-fhaped, bulging
on the under fide, purple; ‘the narrow tubular
part at the bafe, white. Upper lip {ometimes
{lightly cloven.

Curves, Threads crooked, white. Tips yellow,

P-::wmr.. Seed-bud greenith. - Honey-cup at its bafe
more }TEHDW Summat cloven,

S. Vess. Capfule not quite {o long as the cup,

Raor. Knotty and fibrous.
SteNM,

5 =
i
“ =
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L .
Stem. About 4 feet high; obfcurely angular; leafy.

Leaves. Slightly but irregularly ferrated, wrinkled;
dark green above, paler underneath, Lower
leaves egg-thaped ; upper leaves fpear-fhaped.
Leaf Jtalks flefhy; bordered.

Frowers gNumerous, moftly growing from one fide
of the {tem and hanging down one over another.
Floral-leaves fitting, taper-pointed. The numer-
ous purple bloffloms hanging down, mottled
within; as wide and nearly half as long as the
finger of a common-fized glove, .are fufficient
marks whereby the moft ignorant may diftinguifh
this from every other Britith plant; and-the
leaves ought not tobegathered for ufe but when
the plant is in bloffom.

Prace. Dry, gravelly or fandy foils; particularly on
floping ground. It is a biennial, and flowers
from the middle of ZFune to the end of Fuly.

I have not obferved that any of our cattle eat i,
The root, the {tem, the leaves, and the flowers have
a bitter herbaceous tafte, but I don'’t perceive that
naufeous bitter which has been attributed to it.

This plant ranks amongft the LURIDA, one of
the Linn#an orders in a natural {fyftem. It has for
congenera, Nicoriana, ATrora, Hyascvamus, Datu-
RA, SoLanum, &c. fo that from the knowledge we
poflefs of the virtues of thofe plants, and reafoning
from botanical analogy, we might be led to guefs at
fomething of its properties, ‘
Iin-
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I intended in this place to have traced the
hiftory of its effects in difeafes fromthe time of Fuch-
fius, who firft defcribes it, but 1 have been antici-
pated in this intention by my very valuable friend,
Dr. Stokes of Stourbridge, who has lately fent me
the following

Historicar View of the Properties of
Digitalis.

Fucnsius in his ki, flirp. 1 542, is the firft author
who notices it. From him it receives its name of
Dicrraris, in allufion to the German name of Fin-
gerhut, which fignifies a finger-ftall, from the blof-

foms refembling the finger of a glove.

- Sensiece Quacrities. Leaves bitterith, very nau-
{eous. Lewrs Mat, med, 1, 342.

SexsieLe Errecrs. Some perfons, foon after eat-
ing of a kind of omalade, into which the leaves of
this, with thofe of feveral other plants, had enter-
ed as an ingredient, found themfelves much indif-
pofed, and were prefently after attacked with vo-
mitings. Dopongus pempt. 170.

It is a medicine which is proper only for ftrong
conftitutions, as it purges very violently, and ex-
cites exceflive vomitings. Rav, hift. 767.

-Boeruaave judges it tobe of a poifonous nature,
hifl. plant. but Dr. Avston ranks it arhong thofe in-
digenous vegetables, ‘% which, though now. difre-

% 5ard§d,
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‘¢ garded, are medicines of great virtue, and fcarce-
e ly inferior to any that the Indies afford.” Lewis:
Mat, med. 1. p. 343.

Six or feven fpoonfuls of the deco&tion produce
naufea and vomiting, and purge; not without
fome marks of a deleterious quality. Harrer hifl. n.
330 from Aerial Infl. p. 49, 50.

The following is an abridged AccounT of
its EFFEGTS upon TURKEYs.

" M. SaLERNE, a phyfician at Orleans, having heard
that feveral turkey pouts had been kilied by being
fed with Foxglove leaves, inftead of mullein, he
gave fome of the fame leaves to a large wvigorous
turkey. The bird was {fo much affected that he
could net ftand upon his legs, he appeared drunk,
and his excrements became reddifh. Good nou-
rifhment reftored him to health in eight days.

Being then determined to pufh the experiment
further, he chopped fome more leaves, mixed them
with bran, and gave them to a vigorous turkey cock
which weighed feven pounds. This bird foon ap-
peared drooping and melancholy ; his feathers ftared,
his neck became pale and retradted. The leaves
were given him for four days, during which time
he took about half a handful. Thefe leaves had
been gathered about eight days, and the winter was
far advanced The excrements, which are natur-

ally
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ally green and well formed, became, from the firft,
liguid and reddith, like thofe of a dyfenteric patient.

The animal refufing to eat any more of Lns Mmix-
ture which had done him {o much miflchief, I was
obliged to feed him with bran and water only; but
notwithftanding this, he continued quping, and
without appetite. At times he was feized with con-
vulfions, fo ftrong as to throw him down; in the
intervals he walked as if drunk; he did not attempt
to perch, he uttered plaintive cries. At length he
refufed all nourithment.  On the fifth or fixth day
the excrements became as white as chalk; after-
terwards yellow, greenith, and black. On the eigh-
teenth day he died, greatly reduced in flelh, for he:
now weighed only three pounds.

On opening him we found the heart, the lungs,
the liver, and gall-bladder {hrunk and dried up;
the ftomach was quite empty, but not deprived of
its villous coat. Hift. de U Academ. 1748. p. 84.

EpiLepsy. — ¢ It hath beene of liter experience
*“ found alfo to be effectual againft the falling ﬁc];-
Saaelle, that divers have been cured thereby ; for
¢« afterthetaking of the Decodl. mantpulor. u. E‘ﬁﬂ'-r}".
‘t pod. quercin, contus, §iv. in cerevifia, they that have
‘* been troubled with it twenty-fix years, and have
¢ fallen once in a weeke, or twoor three times in a
“ moneth, have not fallen once in fourteen or fif-

** teen mnnﬁths, that is until the writing hereof.”
: Parkinfon, p. 654.

SCROPHULA,—
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Scroprura.—** The herb bruifed, or the juice
** made up into an ointment, and applied to the
‘“ place, hath been found by late experience to be
‘¢ availeable for the King'sEvill.” Parx. p. 654.

Several hereditary inftances of this difeafe faid
to have been cured by it. ~ Arrear InrLUENCES, P
49, 50, quoted by HaLLER, Aif. n. 330.

A man with fcrophulous ulcers in various parts of
the body, and which in the right leg were fo viru-
lent that its amputation was propofed, cured by
Juce. exprefs, cochl. ¢, bis intra xiv. dies, in £ pinta
cerevifie calide.

" The leaves remaining after the prefling out of the
juice, were applied every day to the ulcers. Pradi.
¢fs. p. 40. quoted by MurrAY apparat. medicam. i. p.

491,

A young woman with a ferophulous tumour of the
eye, a remarkable fwelling of the upper lip, and painful
tumours of the joints of the fingers, much relieved ;
but the medicine was left off, on account of its vio-
lent effects on the conftitution. Ib. p. 42 quoted as

above.

A man with a fcrophulous tumour of the right elbow,
attended for three years with excruciating pains, was
nearly cured by four dofes of the juice taken once
a month. 1. p. 43. as above.

‘T'he phyficians and furgeons of the Worcefter In-
firmary have employed it in ointments and poul-
tices with remarkable efficacy. 2. p, 44. It was re-

com-
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commended to them by Dr. Baylies of Evefham,
now of Berlin, as a remedy for this difeafe. Dr.
Wall gave it a tryal, as well externally as inter-
nally, but their experiments did not lead them to
obferve any other properties in it, than thofe of a
highly naufeating medicine and drafiic purgative.

Wounps. In confiderable eftimation- for the
healing all kinds of wounds, Lokel. adv, 245.
4 , )
Principally of ufe in ulcers, which'difcharge con-
fiderably, being of little advantage in fuch as'are -

dry. Huwse, inR. hift. 708."

Docror Bavwies, phyfician tohis Pruffian Majefty,
informed me, when at Berlin, that he employed it
with great fuccefs in caries, and obflinate fore legs. -

Dysenocea Pituitofa Sauvages i. 657.—** Boiled
‘. 1 water, or wine, and drunken doth cut and
‘“ confume the thicke toughneffe of groffe, and
‘“ {limie flegme, and naughtie humours., The
‘¢ fame, or boiled with honied water or fugar, doth
¢ {coure and clenfe the breft, ripeneth and bring-
¢t eth foorth tough and clammie flegme. It open-
« eth alfo the ftoppage of the liver fpleene and
‘“. milt, and of the inwarde parts.” = Geraroz hift.
““ ed. 1.p. 647. " oo

“* Whenfoever there is need ﬂf a rarefying or

¢+ extenuating of tough flegme or vifcous humours
“* troubling the cheit,—the “decodlion or juide here-

v .ef made up with fugar or honey is availeable, as
““ alfo to clenfe and purge the bedy both upwards
| ¢ and
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« and downwards fnmetlmf:s, of tough flegme, and
* clammy humours, nmwnh[’candmg that ' thefe
‘* qualities are found to bee in it, there are but few
¢ phyfitions in our times that put it to thefe ufes,
““ but it is in a manner wholly neglected.”
Parkinson, p. 654.

* Previous to the year 1777, you informed me of
the great {uccefs you had met with in curing drop-
fies by méans of the fol. Digitalis, which you then
confidered as a more certain diuretic than any you
had ever tried. Some time afterwards, Mr. Ruffel,
furgeon, of Worcefter, having heard of the fuc-
cefs which had attended fome cafes in which you
had given it, requefted me to obtain for him any
information yon might be inclined to communicate
refpedting its ufe. In confequence of this applica-
tion, yuu wrote to me in the following terms.*

Ina Ietter which I received from you in London,
dated September 29, 1778, you write as follows ; —
¢t I wifh it was as eafy to write upon the Digitalis—
‘1 defpair of pleafing myfelf or inftructing others,
** in a fubje@ fo difficult. It is much eafier to
** write upon a difeafe than upon a remedy. The
‘“ former is in the hands of nature, and a faithful
‘* obferver, with an eye of tolerable judgment,
“¢ cannot fail to delineate' a likenefs. The latter
‘ ‘will ever be fubje& to the whims, the inaccura-
‘¢ cies, and the blunders of mankmd. -

-

In

® Sce the extra@ from this letter at page 5.

L
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In my notes I find the following memorandum—
¢t February 2oth, 1779, gave an account of Dodtor
¢« Withering’s pra&tice, with the precautions ne-
¢ ‘ceflary to its fuccefls, to the Medical SDci'ety at
¢« Edinburgh.”—In the courfe of that year, the Di-
gitalis was prefcribed in the Edinburgh Infirmary, by
Dr. Hope, and in the following year, whilft I was
Clerk to Dr. Home, 2as Clinical Profeffor, I had a
favourable opportunity of obferving its fenfible ef-
fedts:

In one cafe in which it was given properly at firft,
the urine began to flow freely on the fecond day.
On the third, the {fwellings began to {ubfide. The
dofe was then increaled more than guadruple in the
twenty-four hours. On the fifth day ficknefs came
on, and much purging, but the urine ftill increafed
though the pulfe funk to 50. On the gth day, a
quadruple dofe of the infufion was'orderedto be taken
every third hour, {o as to bring on naufea again.
"The pulfe fell to forty-four, and at length to thirty-
five in a minute. The patient gradually funk and
died on the fixteenth day ; but previous to her
death, for two or three days, her pulfe rofe to near
one hundred.—It is needlefs to obferve to you, how
widely the treatment of this cafe differed from the
method which you have found fo fuccefsful. '

OF
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THE figure of the Foxglove, facing the Title
Page, 1s copied by the permiffion and under
the infpection of Mr. Curtis, from his admirable
work, entitled FLora Lonpinensis.  The accuracy
of the drawings, the beauty of the colouring, the full
defcriptions, the accurate fpecific diftinétions, and
the ufes of the different plants, cannot fail to recom-
mend that work to the patronage of all who are in-
terefted in the encouragement of genius, or the
promotion of ufeful knowledge.

RPN AT N
Fig. 1. The Empalement.

Fig. 2, 3, 4. Four Curves two lohg and two fhort,
Tres at firlt large, turgid, oval, touching at
bottom, ofa yellowifh colour, and often {pot-
ted ; laftly changing both their form and fitu-
ation in a fingular manner.

Fig. 5,6, 7. Seep-sup rather conical, of a yellow
green colour. Shaft fimple. Summit cloven.

Fig. 8. Honeycup a gland, furrounding the bottom
of the Seed-bud.

Fig. 9. SeEp-vesseL, a pointed oval Capfule, of two
cells and two valves, the lowermoft valve fplit-
ting in two.

Iig. 10. Seeps numerous, blackifh, fmall, lopped
at each end. &
N
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INTRODUCTION of FOXGLOVE

INTO

MODERN PRACTICE.

AS the more obvious and fenfible properties of
: plants, fuch as colour, tafte, and fmell, have
but little connexion with the difeafes they are adapted
to cure; fo their peculiar qualities have no certain
dependence upon their external configuration. Their
chemical examination by fire, after an immenfe
wafte of time and labour, having been found ufe-
lefs, is now abandoned by general confent. Poffi-
bly other modes of analyfis will be found out,
which may turn to better account; but we have hi-
therto made only a very {mall progrefs in the che-
miftry of animal and vegetable fubftances. Their
virtues muft therefore be learnt, either fram obferv-
ing their effedts upon infeéts and quadrupeds; from
analogy, deduced from the already known powers
of fome of their congenera, or from the empirical
ufages and experience of the populace.

The firft method has not yet been much attended
to; and the fecond can only be perfected in propor-
tion as we approach towards the difcovery of a truly
natural fyflem; but the'laft, as far as it extends, lies

A within
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within the reach of every one who is open to infor=
mation, 'regardlefs of the fource from whence it
{prings. ' : '
oy | ) oy il

It was a circumftance of this kind which firft fixed
my attention on the F'nglove.

i .

In the year.1775, my opinion was alked concern-
ing a family receipt for the cure of the dropfy. I
was told that it haf:l long been kept a fecret by an
old woman in Shropthire, who had fometimes made
cures after the more regular praditioners had failed.
I was informed alfo. that the effe@s produced were
violent vomiting and purging; for the diuretic ef-
fedls feemed to have been overlooked. = This medi-
cine was compofed of twenty or more different herbs;
but it was not very difficult for one converfant in
thefe fubjeds, to perceive, that the acive herb could

be no other than the Foxglove.

My worthy predeceflor in this place, the very hu-
mane and ingenious Dr. Small, had made it a prac-
tice to give his advice to the poor during one hour
in a day. This practice, which I continued until
we had an Hofpital opened for the reception of the
fick. poor, gave me an opportunity of putting my
ideas into execution in a variety of cafess for the
number of poor who thus applied  for, advice,
amounted to between two and three thoufand an-
nually. I foon found the Foxglove to.be a very
powerful diuretic; but then, and for a confiderable

time afterwards, I gave it in dofes v ery much too
large
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~ large, and urged its continuance too long; for mif-

led by reafoning from the effe@s of the fquill, which

generally aéts beft upon the kidneys when it excites

naufea, I wilhed to produce the fame effeét by the

Foxglove. In this mode of prefcribing, when I had

fo many patients to attend to in the fpace of one,
or at moft of two hours, it will not be expeéed that

I could be very particular, much lefs could I take

notes of all the cafes which occurred. T'wo or three

of them only, in which the medicine fucceeded, 1

find mentioned amongit my papers. It was from
this kind of experience that I ventured to affert, in
the Botanical Arrangement publifhed in the courfe of
the following fpring, that the Digitalis purpurea
‘‘ merited more attention than modern praétice be-
“ ftowed upon it.”

I had not, however, yet introduced it into the more
regular mode of prefcription; but a circumftance
happened which accelerated that event. My truly
valuable and relpedable friend, Dr. Afh, informed
me that Dr. Cawley, then principal of Brazen Nofe
College, Oxford, had been cured of a Hydrops Pec-
toris, by an empirical exhibition of the root of the
Foxglove, after fome of the firft phyficians of the age
had declared they could do no more for him. I was
now determined to purfue my former ideas more
vigoroufly than before, but was too well aware of
the uncertainty which muft attend on the exhibition
of the root-of a biennial plant, and therefore conti-
nued to ufe the leaves. Thefe I'had found tb-vary"
much as to dofe, at different feafons of-the year;

Ao =50 Tt
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but I'expedled, if gathered always in one condition
of the plant, viz. when it was in its flowering ftate,
and carefully dried, that the dofe might be afcer-
tained: as exactly as that of any other medicine; nor
have I been difappointed. in this expedtation:  The
more I faw of the great powers of this plant, - the
more it feemed necefllary to bring the dofes of. it to.
the greateft pollible accuracy. I fufpe@ed that this
degree of accuracy was not reconcileable with the
ufe of a decoclion, as it d_epEnded_not_ﬂnljr-upnn the
care of thofe who had the preparation of it, but it
was “ealy to conceive from the analogy of another
plant-of the fame natural order, the tobacco, that.
its active properties might be impaired by'long boil-
ing. The decoction was therefore difcarded, and
| the infufion fubftituted in its place. After this I be-
| gan to ufe the leaves in powder, but I fiill very often
prefcribe the infufion. -

Further experience e:ﬂnvmced me, - tha,t the dmrt—
tic effe@s of this medicine do not at all depend up-
on its exciting a naufea or vomiting; but, on the
cuntraryy that though the increafed fecretion of
urine will frequently fucceed to, or exift along with
thefe. circumftances, yet they are fo far from being
fr 1¢ndly or neceffary, thatl have often known the
difcharge of urine checked, when the dofes have.
been 1mprudent1y urged {o as to occafion ficknefs.

If the medicitte purges, it is almc-{‘t certa.mtc:fml

in its defired effect; but this baving been the cafe,

[ have feen it afterwards fucceed when joined with
fmall
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fmall dofes of opium, fo as to reftrain its adtion on
the bowels.

In the fummer of the year 17706, I ordered a
quantity of the leaves to be dried, and as it then
became pofiible to afcertain its dofes, it was gradu-
ally adopted by the medical praétitioners in the cir-
- cle of my acquaintance.

In the month of November 1777, in confequence
of an application from that very celebrated {urgeon,
Mr. Ruffel;, of Worcefter, I fent him the following
account, which I choofe to introduce here, as{hew-
ing the ideas I then entertained of the medicine,
and how much I was miftaken as to its real dofe.—
¢ I generally order it ini decodtion. Three drams of
¢“ the dried leaves, colle®ed at the time of the blof-
“ foms expanding, boiled in twelve to eight ounces of
“¢ water. Fwo fpoonfuls of this medicine, given eve-
*“ ry two hours, will footier or later excite a naufea.
** I havefometimes ufed the green leaves gathered in
‘ winter, but then I order three times the weight;
*“ and in one inftance I ufed thtee ources to a pint
‘ decoction, before the defired effeét took place. I
*“ confider the Foxglove thus given, as the moft cer-
¢ tain diuretic I know, nor do its diuretic effecs
¢ depend merély upon thé naufea it produces, for
‘“ in cafes where fquill and ipe¢ac. have been fo
*“ given as to keep up a naufea feveral days together,
- *¢ and the flowof urine not taken place, I have found
* the Foxglove to fucceed ; and I have, in more than
‘“ one inftance, gwen the Foxglove in {fmaller and

Ag o ‘* more
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INTRODUCTION

more diftant dofes, fo that the flow of urine has
taken place without any fenfible affection of the
ftomach; but in general I give it in the manner
firlt mentioned, and order one dofe to be taken
after the ficknefs commences. I then omit all me-
dicines, except thofe of the cordial kind are wanted,
during the fpace of three, four, or five days. By
this time the naufea abates, and the appetite be-
comes better than it was before. Sometimes the
brain is confiderably affected by the medicine, and
indiftiné vifion enfues; but I have never yet
found any permanent bad effedts from it.”—

<« T ufe it in the Afcites, Anafarca, and Hydrops

Peoris; and fo far as the removal of the water
will contribute to cure the patient, {o far may be
expected from this medicine: but I with it not te
be tried in afcites of female patients, believing
that many of thefe cafes are dropfies of the ovaria;
and no fenfible man will ever expe to fee thefe.
encylted fluids removed by any medicine.”

“* I have often been obliged to evacuate the water
rcpeatedl}r in the fame patient, by repeating the
decoétion ; but then this hasbeen at fuch diftances
of time as to allow of the interference of other
medicines and a proper regimen, fo that the patient
obtains in the end a perfec cure. In thefe cafes
the decoction becomes at length {o very difagree-
able, that a much {maller quantity will produce the

_effe@, and I often find it neceffary to alter its

tafte by the add1tmn of Ag. Cmnam. {p, or Ag.
Jumper compofita.’ “ T al-
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“T allow,and indeed enjoin my patients to drink
‘“ very plentifully of fmall liquors through the whole
t¢ courfe of thecure; and fometimes, where the eva-
““ cuations have been very fudden, I have found a
‘“ bandage as neceffary as in the ufe of the trochar.”—

Early in the year 1779, a number of dropfical
cafles offered themfelves to my attention, the confe-
quences of the fcarlet fever and fore throat which
had raged fo very generally amongft us in the pre-
ceding year. Some of thefe had been cured by
fquills or other diuretics, and relapfed; in others,
the dropfy did not appear for feveral weeks after the
original difeafe had ceafed: but I am not able to
mention many particulars, baving omitted to make
notes. This, however, is the lefs to be regretted,
as the fympioms in all were very much alike, and
they were all without an exception cured by the Fox-
glove.

This laft circumftance encouraged me to ufe the
medicine more frequently than I had done lLereto-
fore, and the increafe of pradtice had taucrht me to
improve the management of it.

In February 1779, my friend, Dr. Stokes, commu-
nicated to the Medical Society at Edinburgh the re-
fult of my experience of the Foxglove ; and, in a let-
ter addreffed to me in November following, he fays,
“ Dr, Hope, in confequence of my mentioning its
*“ ule to my friend, Dr. Broughton, has tried the

** Foxglove in the Infirmary with fuccefs.” Dr.

Stokes

e i o L
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~ Stokesalfo tells me that Dr. Hamilton cure.cl Dropfies

e S ——
-

with it in the year 1781.

I am informed by my very worthy friend Dr.
Duncan, that Dr. Hamilton, whe learnt its ufe from
Dr. Hope, has employed it very frequently in the
Hofpital at Edinburgh. Dr, Duncan alfo tells me,
that the late very ingenious and acecomplithed Mr.
Charles Darwin, informed him of its being ufed by
his father and myfelf, in cafes of Hydrothorax, and
that he has ever {ince mentioned it in his le&ures,
and fometimes employed it in his practice.

At length, in the year 1783, it appeared in the
new edition of the Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia, into
which, I am told, it was received in confequence of
the recommendation of Dr. Hope. But from which,

T am fatisfied, it will be again very foon rejeéted,

if 1t tThould continue to be exhibited in the unre-
firained manner in which it has heretofore been
ufed at Edinburgh, and in the enormcus dofes in
which it is now dire@ed in Londen. . :

In the following cafes the reader will find other

' difeafes befides dropfies; particularly feveral cafes

of confumption. I was induced to try it in thefe,
from being told, that it was much ufed in the Weft

~of England, in the Phthifis Pulmenalis, by the
‘common people.  In this difeafe, however, in my

hands, it has done but little fervice, and yet I am
difpofed to wifh it a further trial, for in a ¢opy of

' Pmmecm s Herbal, which I faw about two years ago,

I found

T o L A e —_——
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I found the following manufcript note at the article
Digitalis, written, I believe, by a Mr. Saunders, who
practifed for many years with great re putat:mﬂ as a
furgeon and apothecary at Stourbridge, in Worcef-
t—erﬂu;e -

Jt C_gnfumptinnas are cured infallibly by weak de-
‘“ coélion of Foxglove leaves in water, or wine and
* water, and drank for conflant drink. Or take of
‘“ the juice of the herb and flowers, clarify it, and
‘“ make a fine {yrup with honey, . of which take
‘“ three fpoonfuls thrice in a day, at phyfical hours.
““ The ufe of thefe two th'ings of late has done, in
““ confumptive cafes, great wonders. But be cautious
« of its ufe, for it is of a vomiting nature. In
““ thefe things begin fparingl}f, and increafe the dofe
““ as the patient’s ftrength will bear, leaft, inftead of
¢* afovereign medicine, you do real damage by this
¢¢ infufion or fyrup.”

The precautions annexed to his encomiums of this
medicine, lead one to think that he has fpoken from
his own proper experience.

I have lately been told, that a perfon in the neigh-
bourhoed of Warwick, poffeffes a famous family re-
ceipt for-the dropfy, in which the Foxglove is the
adtive medicine; and a lady from the weftern part
of Yorkfhire affures me, that the people in her coun-
try often cure themfelves of dropfical complaints by
drinking Foxglove tea. In confirmation of this, I
recolledt about two years ago being defired to vifita

- travelling
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travelling Yorkfhire tradefman. I found hin@§#ficef-
fantly vomiting, his vifion indiftin&, his pulfe forty
in a minute. Upon enquiry it came out, that his
wife had {tewed a large handful of green Foxglove
leaves in half a pint of water, and given him the
liquor, which he drank at one draught, in order to
cure him of an afthmatic affeftion. This good wo-
man knew thé medicine of her country, but not
‘tite dofe of it, for her hufband narrowly efcaped
with his life. |

It is probable that this rude mode of exhibiting
the Foxglove has been more general than I am at
prefent aware of; but it is wonderful that no author
feems to have been acquainted with its effed®s as a
diuretic. :
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In which the Digitalis was given by the
Direétion of the Authgr.

|

$oilahiils
T was in the courfe of this year that I began to
ufe the Digitalis in dropfical cafes. The pa-
tients were fuch as applied at my houfe for advice
gratis. I cannot pretend to charge my memory with
particular cafes, or particular efleéts, and I had not
leifure to make notes. Upon the whole, however,
it'may be concluded, that the medicine was found
ufeful, or I thould not have continued to employ
it.

PG T TR - L

December 8th, A man about fifty years of age,
who had formerly been a builder, but was now much
reduced in his circumftances, comsplained to me of
an afthma which firlt attacked him about the latter

end of autumn. His breath was very {hort, his
countenance was funken, his belly large; and, up-

on examination, a fluétuation in it was Very percep-
tible. His urine for fome time paft had been fmall
in quantity. I diredled a decoction of Fol. Digital.
recent, which made him very fick, the ficknefs re-
curring at intervals for feveral days, during which
time he made a large quantity of water. His breath
gradual_l}r drew cafier, his belly fubfided, and in

| about
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about ten days he began to eat withla keen appetite. .
He afterwards took fteel and bitters.

g r.

SRR T e 1
Fanuary 14th. A poor man labouring under an
afcites and anafarca, was dire&ed to take a decodtion
of Digitalis every four houts. It purged him fmert-
ly, but did not relieve him: An opiate was now
ordered with each dofe of the medicine, which then
afled upon the kidneys very freely, and he foon loft

all his complaints. _

55 00 BN E III.

March 15th. A poor boy, about nine years of
age, was brought for my advice. His countenance
was pale, l;is pulfe quick and feeble, his body great-
ly emaciated, except his belly, which was very large,
and, upon examination, contained a fluid. The
cafe had been conlidered as arifing from worms. He
was direéted to take the decoction of Digitalis night
and morning. It operated as a diutetic; never made
him fick, and he got well without-any other medi-
cine: “ thi o £ |

SISO ) - R .-_'IV. g

}ul} ¢sth.  Mrs. H , of A ' -, Dear
N , between forty and ﬁfty years of’ age, a
few wegks ago, after fome previous indifpofition,
was attacked by a fevere cold thivering fit, fucceed-

ed by fever; great pain in her left fide, {hortnefs

of breath, perpétual congh,. andy after fome days,
; copious
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copious expectoration. On the 4th of Fune, Dr.
Darwin,* was called to her. I have not heard what
was then done forher, but, between the 15th of Fune,
and 25th of Fuly, the Dod&or, at his different vifits,
gave her various medicines of the deobiiryent, to-
nic, antifpafmodic, diuretic, and evacuant kinds.

On the 25th of Fuly I was defired, to meet Dr.
Darwin at the lady’s houfe. I found her nearly in
a ftate of fuffocation ; her pulfe extremely weak and
irregular, her breath very fhort and laborious, her
countenance funk, her arms of a leaden colour,
clammy and cold. She could not lye down in bed,
and had neither {ftrength nor appetite, but was ex-
tremely thirfty. Her ftomach, legs, and thighs
were greatly fwollen; her urine very {fmall in quarn-
tity, not more than a fpoonful at a time, and that
very feldom. It had been propofed to- fcarify her
legs, but the propof tion was not acceded to.

She had experienced no relief from any means that
had been ufed, except from ipecacoanha vomits; the
dofe of which had been gradually increafed from 15
to 4o grains, but fuch was the infenfible ftate of her
flomach for the laft few days, that even thofe very
large dofes failed to make her fick, and confequent-
ly purged her. In this fituation of things I knew
of nothing likely to avail us, except the Digitalis:
but this I hefitated to prepofe, from an apprehen-
fion that 'little ‘could Le expe&ed from any thing;
that an unfavourable termination 'would tend to

- difcredit

—_—— e,

* Then refident at Lichfield, now at Derby.
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difcredit a medicine which promifed to be of great
benefit to mankind, and I might be cenfured for a
prefcription which could not be countenanced by
the experience of any other regular practitioner.
But thefe confiderations foon gave way to the defire
of .preferving the life of this valuable woman, and
accordingly I propofed the Digitalis to be tried;
adding, that I fometimes had found it to fucceed
when other, even the moft judicious metheds, had
failed. Dr. Darwin very politél}r, acceded imme-
diately to my propofition, and, as he had never
feen it given, left the preparation and the dofe to
- my dire¢tion. We therefore preferibed as follows:

R. Fol. Digital. purp. recent. ziv. coque ex
Agq. foritan. pure 1bifs ad Ibi. et cola.

R. Decoé&t. Digital. zifs. ' |
Aq. Nuc. Mofchat. 311. M. fiat. hauft. 2dis

horis fTumend.

. The patient took five of thefe draughts, which:
made her very fick, and acted very powerfully up-
on the kidneys, for within the firlt twenty-four
hours fhe made upwards of eight quarts of water.
The f{enfe of fulnefs and oppreflion acrofs her fto-
mach was greatly diminifhed, her breath was eafed,
her pulfe became more full and more regular, and
the fwellings of her legs fubfided.

26th. Our patieni; being thus fnatched from im-
pending deftruétion, Dr. Darwin propnfed to give
her a decoction of pareira brava and guiacum fhav-

ings,
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ings, with pills of myrrh and white vitriol; .and,
if coftive, a pill with calomel and aloes. Lo thefe
propofitions I gave a ready aflent.

goth. This day Dr. Darwin faw her, and di-
refted a continuation of the medicines laft pre-
fcribed.

. Auguft 1ft. I found the patient perfectly free
from every appeara'nce of dropfy, her breath quite
eafy, her appetite much improved, but ftill very
weak. Having fome fufpicion of a difeafed liver,
I directed pills of foap, rhubarb, tartar of vitriol,
and calomel to be taken twice a day, with a neutral
faline draught.

gth. We vifited our patient together, and re-
peated the draughts directed on the 26th of Fune,
with the addition of tincture of bark, and alfo order-
ed pills of aloes, guiacum, and fal martis to be ta-
ken if coftive.

September 10th. From this time the management
of the cafe fell entirely under my direétion, and
perceiving fymptoms of effufion going forwards, I
defired that a folution of merc. fubl. corr. might be
given twice a day,

1gth.  The increafe of tHe dropfical fymptmn.s
now made it neceffary to repeat the Digitalis. The
dried leaves were ufed in infufion, and the water

was prefently evacuated, as before. .
; It
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It is now almoft nine years fince the Digitalis was
firk prefcribed for this lady, and netwithftanding I
have tried every preventive method I could'dewife,
the dropfy ftill continues to recur at times ; but is
never allowed to inereafe fo as to caufe much dif-
trefs, for the occafionally takes: the infufien and re-
lieves herfelf whenever fhe choofes. Since the firft
exhibition of that medicine, very fmall dofes have
been always found fufficient to promote the flow of
uritle.

I'liave been more particular in the darrative of
this cafe, partly becaufe Dr. Darwin has related it ra-
ther impetfectly in the notes to his fen's pofthumous
publication, trufting, I imagine, to memory, and
partly becaufe it was a cafe which gave rife to a ve-

ry general ufe of the medicine in that part of Shrop-
{hire.

December 10th. Mr. L———, Zt. 35. Afcites

and anafarca, the confequence of very intemperate
living. After trying {quill and other medicines to
no Purpefe, I'diredted a decmﬁin_ﬂ of the Fol. Digi-
tal. recent. fix drams to a pint; an' eighth part to
be taken' every fourth hour. This made him' fick,
and pruclu-::ed a copious flow of urine, but not'enough -
to remove all the dropfical fymptoms. After a fort-
night a ftronger decoétion was ordered, and, upon
a third trial, as the winter advanced, it became’
neceffary to ufe four ounces to the pint decodtion ;'
and thus he got free' from all his complaints. -
In
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In Oélober 1777, in confequence of having pur-
{fued his intemperate mode of living, his dropfy re-
turned, accompanied hy.eﬁdent marks of difeafed
vifcera. A deco&ion of two drams of Fol. Digital.
ficcat. to a pint, once more removed the dropfy. He
took a wine glafs full thrice a day.

In Fanuary 1778, I was defired to vifit him again.
I found he had gone on in his ufual intemperate life,
his countenance jaundiced, and the dropfy coming
on apace. After giving fome deobftruent medi-
cines, I again directed the Digitalis, which again
emptied the water; but he did not furvive many
weeks. |

1777.
©5ids 5 Kis oWk
February —, Mrs. M~ , ZEt. 45. Alfcites

and anafarca, but not much otherwife difeafed, and
well enough to walk about the houfe, and fee after
her family affairs. I thought this a fair cafe for a
trial of the Digitalis, and therefore directed a de-
coction of the frefh leaves, the ftock of dried ones
being exhaufted. About a week afterwards, calling
to fee my patient, I was informed that the was dead ;
that the third day after my firft vifit fhe fuddenly
fell down, and expired. Upon enquiry I found
fhe had not taken any of the medicine; for the
fnow had lain fo deep upon the giaund, that the
apothecary had not been able to procure it. Had

B the
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the medicine been given in a cafe feemingly fo fa-
vourable as this, and had the patient died under its
ufe, is it not probable that the death would have
been attributed to it?

C ACSoVR VII.
February 11th. Mr, E , of W T R

Hydmthnrax, afcites and anafarca, confequences of
hard drinking. - He had been attended for fome
time by a phyfician in his neighbourhood, who had
treated his cafe with the ufual remedies. but with-
out affording him any relief; nor could I exped to
fucceed better by any other medicine than the Digi-
talis. The dried leaves were not to be had; and
the green ones at this {eafon being very uncertain in
their ftrength, I ordered four ounces of the roots
in a pint decocdtion, and directed three {poonfuls to
be given every fourth hour, until it either excited
naufea, or a free difcharge of urine; both thefe
effe@s took place nearly at the fame time: he made
a large quantity of water, the fwellings fubfided
very confiderably, and his breath became eafy. Eight
days afterwards he began upon a courfe of bitters
and deobftruents. The  dropfical fymptoms foon
increafed ‘again, but he had fuffered fo much from
the feverity of the ficknefs before, that he was nei-
ther willing to take, nor I to give the fame medicine

again.

Perhaps this patient might have been faved, ifI

had been well acquainted with the management and
| real
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real dofes of the medicine, which was certainly in
this inftance made very much too {ftrong; and not-
withftanding the caution to ftop the further exhibition
when certain effeés thould take place, it feems the
quantity previoufly fwallowed was fufficient to diftrefs
him exceedingly.

UAT s H VIII.

Marck 11th. Mrs. H «, /At. 32. A few
days after a tedious labour, had her legs and thighs
{welled to a very great degree; pale and femi-tran{-
parent,* with pain in both groins. After a purge of
calomel and rhubarb, ung. merc. was ordered to be
rubbed upon the groins, and the following decodion
was directed :

R. Fol. Digital. purp. recent: %ii. '
Aq. pura. Ibi. coque ad Ibifs et colatur. adde.
Aq. cinn. fp. 3iv. M. capiat. cyath. vines.

parv. bis quotidie.

The decodion prefently increafed the fecretion
of urine, and abated the diftenfion of the legs: in
a fortnight the fwelling was gone; but fome days
after leaving her bed, her legs fwelled again about
the ancles, which was removed by another bottle
of the deco&ion on the 21{t of April.

* This difeafe has lately been well defcribed by Mr. White,
of Manchefter.

B CASE
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March 2gth. Mr. G , At. 47. Very
much deformed; afthma of feveral years continu-
ance, but now dropfical to a great degree. Took
feveral medicines without relief, and then tried the
Digitalis, but with no better fuccefs.

cUATE S

April roth. G—G , At. 70, Afthmaand
anafarca.  Took a deco@ion of the frefh leaves of
the Digitalis, which produced violent ficknefs, but
. no immediate evacuation of water. ‘After the fick-
nefs had ceafed altogether, the urine began to flow
copioufly, and he was cured.

A S o Bt DR

jufy toth. Mr. M of T Et 54 A
very hard drinker; had been affected f ince Nawmin:r
lIaft with afcites and anafarca, for whmh he had
taken feveral medicines without beneﬁt A de-
codtion of the recent leaves of the Digitalis was then
."dlrgeEtE:d an ounce and half to a pint, one E1ghtl1
of which I ordered to be gwen every fr.:uurth hour.
A few dnfes brought on great, naufe:a, mdlﬂm& Vi-
'fcan and a great flow of urine, fo as prefent]y to
empty him.of all the drnphca] water. Indeed the
‘evacuation was {o rapid and fo cnmplete; that it be-
came neceliary to apply a bandage round the belly,
and to {upport him with cordials. |

In
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In fomething more than a year and a half, his
dropfy returned, but the Digitalis did not then
fucceed to our withes. In"Augnft, 1779, he was
tapped, and lived afterwards only about five weeks.

For more particulars, fee the extract of a letter
from Mr. Lyon.

G, AT ANE X

September 12th.  Mifs C of T s LBite 48,
An ovarium dropfy, and anafarcous legs and thighs.
For three months in the beginning of this year {he
had been under the care of Dr. Darwin, who at
different times had given her blue witriol, elaterium,
and calomel; decoction of pareira brava, and guia-
cum wood, with tin€ure of cantharides ; oxymel of
fquills, deco&ion of parfley roots, &c. Finding no
relief, the difcontinued the ufe of medicines, until
the urgency of her {ymptoms induced her to afk
my advice about the end of duguft. She was great-
ly emaciated, and had aimoft a total lofs of appetite.
I firlt tried fmall dofes of Merc. fublim. corr. in
folution, with deco&ion of burdock roots, and b
ters to the th]ghs No . advantz ge attendmg the
ufe of this plan, I directed a deco®ion of Fol.
Digit. a dram and half to a Pmt one ounce to be
taken twice aday. It prefently reduced the anafar-

cous fwellmgs but made no alteration in the d1ﬂen-
fion of the abdomen.

Bz CAS T
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Océtober gth., Mrs. B— , Zt. 40. An ova-
rium dropfy. Took a decoction of Digitalis without
effet. Her life was preferved for fome years by
repeated tapping. '

177064

S S I, ¢

February 8th. Mr. R of K- —. Had
formerly fuffered much from gout, and lived very
intemperately. Jaundiced countenance; afcites ;
legs and thighs greatly {fwollen; appetite none; ex-
- tremely weak ; confined ‘to his bed. Had taken
many medicines from his apothecary without advan-
tage. I ordered him decoétion of Digitalis, and a
cordial ; but he furvived only a few days.

C A 81 B XV.

March 13th. Mr. M o fit. 54, A thorax
greatly deformed ; afthma through the winter, fuc-
ceeded by dropfy in belly and legs. Pulfe very
{mall; face leaden coloured ; cough almoft continual.
Decoédtion of {eneka was direfted, and fmall dofes
of Dover's powder at night.

17th. Gum-ammoniac and fquill, with elixir

paregor. at night —26th, Squill and decoction of
feneka.—3oth, His complaints flill increafing, de-
cection

L TS
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codtion of Digitalis was then direéted, which relieved
him in a few days; but his complaints returned
again, and he died in the month of Fune.

e 80 K X VI

Auguft 18th. Mr. B——, Zt. 33. Pulmonary
confumption and dropfy. The Digitalis, and that
failing, other diuretics were ufed, in hopes of gain-
ing fome relief from the diftrefs occafioned by the
dropfical {fymptoms; but none of them were effectu-
al. He was then attended by another phyfician,
and died in about two months.

e gl ) XVII.

September 21t. Mrs. M \%% G -,
ZEt. 50. An ovarium dropfy. She took half a pint
of Infuf. Digitalis, which made her fick, but did not
increafe the quantity of urine. She was afterwards
relieved by tapping.

£ A Sal XVIII.

Oélober 28th. R W , Ait. 33. Afcites
and univerfal anafarca; cuuntenance quite pale

and bloated ; appetite none, and the little food he
forces down is generally rejeded.

R. Fol. Digit. purp. ficcat. 3iii.
Aq. bull. ibi. digere per horas duas, et colat.
adde aq. junip. comp. ziii.

He
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 He was direéted to take one ounce of this infufion

every two hours until it fhould make him fick.
This was on Wednefday. The fifth dofe made
him vomit. On Thur{day afternoon he vomited
again very freely, without having taken any more
of the medicine. On Friday and Saturday he made
more water than he had done for a week before,
and the {fwellings of his face and body were con-
ﬁderably abated. He was direced to omit all medi-
cine fo long as the urine continued to flow freely,
and alfo to keep an account of the quaputy he made
in twenty-four hours.

Thefe were his reports :
Oélober 31ft. Saturday, 5 half pints.
November 1ft. Sunday, 6

2d. Monday, 8
gd. Tuelday, 8
4th. Wednelday, 7

sth. Thurfday, 8

On Wednefday he began to purge, and the
purging ftill continues, but his appetite is better

than he has known it for a long time. 'No {welling’

remairs but about his ancles, extending at n:ght
half way up his legs. |

Omit all medicines at prefent.
7th. Saturday, 7% half pints.
8th. Sunday, 8 | L
oth. Monday, . 63!
1oth. Tuefday, ==~ 63
11th. Wednefday, . 6
12th. Thurfday, 6%

LR e B
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 On Tuefday the 17th, fome fwelling ftill remain-
ed about his ancles, but he was in every other re-
fped perfectly well.

He took a2 few more dofes of the infufion, and no
other medicine.

Goo v 5 XIX.

December 8th. W . B , ZEt. 6o. A hard

drinker. Di{e_afed vifcera; afcites and anafarca.
An infufion of Digitalis was directed, but it had no
other effe® than to make him fick.

1779-

In the beginning of this year we had many drop-
fies in children, who had fuffered from the Scarlatina
Anginofa; they all yielded very readily to the Digi-
talis, but in fome the medicine purged, and then
it did not prove diuretic, nor did it remove the
dropfy until opium was joined with it, fo as to pre-
vent it purging. I did not keep notes of thefe
cafes, but I de not recolleét a fingle inftance in
which the Digitalis failed to effe& a cure.

B.A SHELE XX
Fanuary 1ft. Mr. H . Hydrops Pectoris ;
legs and thighs prodigioufly anafarcous; a very dif-
trefling fenfe of fulnefs and tightnefs acrofs his fto-

mach; urine in fmall quantity ; pulfe mtermzttmg,
breath very fhort. it

He
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He had taken various medicines, and been blif-
tered, but without relief. His complaints continu-
ing to increafe, I diredted an infufion of Digitalis,
which made him very fick; adted powerfully as a
diuretic, and removed all his fymptoms.

About three months afterwards he was out upon
a journey, and, after taking cold, was fuddenly
feized with difficulty of breathing, and violent pal-
pitation of his heart: he fent for me, and I ordered
the infufion as before, which very foon removed
his complaints.  He is now active and well; but,
whenever he takes coid, finds fome return of difficult
breathing, which he foon removes by a dole or two

of the infufion. '

G35 ARG 138 ) XX

Fanuarp sth. Mrs, M——, At. 6). Hydrotho-
rax, (called afthma) afcites and anafarca. I di-
rected an infufion of Fol. Digital. ficcat. three drams
to a pint; a {fmall wine glafs to be taken every third
or fourth hour. It made her violently fick, acted
powerfully as a diuretic, {et her breath perfectly at
tiberty, and carried off the fwelling of her legs;
when the was nearly emptied, {he became fo lan-
guid, that I thought it neceffary to order cordials,
and a large blifter to her back. Mr. Ward, who
attended as her apothecary, tells me fhe had fome
return of her afthma in Fune and Oélober following,
which was each time removed by the fame medicine.

CASE

i




Gl St B 5@ 743 27

L% i S g XXII.

Fanuary 11th. Mr. H , At 59. Afcites
and general anafarca. A large corpulent man, and
a hard drinker: he had repeatedly fuffered under
complaints of this kind, but had been always.re-
lieved by the judicious affiftance of Dr. Afh. In
the prefent inftance, however, not finding relief as
ufual from the prefcriptions of my worthy friend,
he fent for me ; after examining into his fituation, and
informing myfelf what had been donetorelieve him,
I was fatisfied that the Digitalis was the only medi-
cine from which I had any thing to hope. It was
therefore directed; but another patient requiring
my afliftance at a diftance from town, I defired he
would not begin the medicine before I returned,
which would be early on the third day; for I was
well aware of the difficulties before me, and that
he would inevitably fink under too rapid an evacu-
“ation of the water. On my return I was informed,
that the preceding evening, as he fat on his chair,
his head funk upon his breaft, and he died.

This cafe, as well as cafe VI. is mentioned with
a view to demonftrate to younger pracitioners, how
fudden and unexpedted the deaths of dropfical pati-
ents fometimes happen, and how cautious we thould
be in affigning caufes for effedts.

RoCA oSl o XXTIT.

Augufft 31ft. Mr. C———, At. 57. Difeafed
vifcera, jaundice, afcites and anafarca. After try-
ing

»



58 C A 5 E 54 &g70i

ing calomel, faline draughts, jallap purges, chryftals
of tartar, pills of gum ammoniac, {quills, and
foap, fal fuccini, eleterium, &c. infufion: of Digi-
talis was directed, which removed all his urgent
{fymptoms, and he recovered a pretty. good {tate of
health.

C R T

September 11th. I was defired to vifit Mr. L 3
At. 63; a middle fized man; rather thin; not ha-
bitually intemperate ; found him in bed, where he
had been for three days. He was in a ftate of furi-
ous infanity, and had been gradually lofing his rea-
{on for ten days before, but was not outrageous the
firlt week : his apothecary had given him tengrains
of emetic tartar, a dram of ipecacoanha, and an
ounce of tincture of jallap, in the fpace of a few
hours, which fcarcely made him fick, and only oc-

cafioned a {tool or two; upon enquiring into the
ufual {tate of his health, I was told that he had been

troubled with fome dlfﬁculty of breathing for thirty
' years paﬁ but for the nine laft years this cﬂmplamt
had increafed, fo that he was often obliged to fit up
the greater part of the night; and, for the laft year,
the fenfe of {uffocation was fo great, when he lay
“down, that he often fat up for a week together. His
father dlad of an afthma before he was fifty. A few
years ago, at an election, where he drank more
than ufual, his head was affected as now, but in a
flighter degree, and his afthmatic fymptoms vanifh-
ed; and 10w, n-:}tmthf’candmg he has been {everal

2 ' da}rs




A SLE S& i770: 29

days in bed, he feels not the leaft difficulty in
breatiung.

Apprehending that the infanity might be owing
to the fame caufe which had heretofore occafioned
the afthma, and that this caufe was water; I ordered
a decoction of the Fol. ficcat Digital. three drams to
half a pint; three fpoonfuls to be taken every third
hour: the fourth dofe made him fick ; the medicine
was then ftopped; the ficknefs continued at inter-
vals, more or lefs, for four days, during which time
he made a great quantity of water, and gradually
became more rational. On the fifth day his appe-
tite began to return, and the ficknefs ceafed, hut
the flow of urine {till continued.

A week afterwards I faw him again, and examined
him particularly; his head was then perfedtly ra-
tmnal, apetite very good, breath quite eafy, per-
mitting him to lie down in bed without inconveni-
ence, makes plenty of water, coughs a little, and
expectorates freely. He took no other medicine,
except a little thubark when coftive.

LA (S XXV.

September 15th. Mr. J' R , Z&t. 50. Subjeét
to an afthmatical complaint for more than twenty
years, but was this year much worfe than ufual,
and fymptoms of dropfy appeared. In Fuly he
took G. ammon. fquill and feneka, with inful.
- amarum and foffil alkaly. In Auguﬂ, infufum amar.
with
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with vin. chalyb. and at bed-time pil. ftyr. and
{quill. His complaints increafing, the fquill was

good effect. September 15th, an infufion of Digitalis,
was direfted, but he died the next mnrnmg

Cir A8 SR XXVI.

September 18th. Mrs. R y At. 30.  After a
{evere child-bearing, found both her legs and thighs
fwelled to the utmoft firetch of the fkin. They
looked pale, and almoft tranfparent. 'The cafe be-
ing fimilar to that related at No. VIII. I determined
upoh a fimilar method of treatment ; but as this pa-
tient had an mflammatory fore throat alfo, T wilhed
to get that removed firft, and in three or four days
it was done. I then direfted an infufion of Digi-
talis, which foon increafed the urinary fecretion,
and reduced the f{wellings, without any difturbance
of hier ftomach. ’

A few days after quitting heér bed and cuminél

down ftairs, fome degiee of {welling in her legs re-
turned, which was removed by calomel, an opening
eledtuary, and the application of rollers.

¢ A s B Vil
Oélober 7th. Mr. Fe=s, a little man, with a
fpine and thorax greatly defermed; for more than
a year palt had complained of difficult refpiration,

and a fenfe of fulnefs about his ftomach; thele com=

plaints increafing, his abdomen gradually enlarged,
and

pu{hed as far as could be borne, but without any -
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and a fluftuation in it became perceptible. He had
no anafarca, no appearance of difeafed vifcera, and

. no great paucity of urine. Purges and diuretics of

different kinds affording him no relief, my affiftance

llwas. defired. After trying {quill medicines without

effedt, he was ordered to take Pulv. fol. Digital. in
fmall dofes. Thefe producing no fenfible effeét,
the dofes were gradually increafed until naufea was
excited ; but there was no alteration in the quantity
of urine, and confequently no relief to his com-
plaints. I then advifed tapping, but he would not
hear of it; however, the diftrefs occafioned by the
increafing fulnefs of his belly at length compelled
him to fubmit to the operation on the 2oth of No-
vember. It was neceffary to draw off the water again
upon the following days:
" Deceniber the 8th.
— —  27th,
1780. Februarythe 4th.
— —  23d.
- March the gth.

During the intervals, no methed I could think of
was omitted to prevent the return of the difeafe,
but nothing feemed to avail. In the operation of
February 23d, his ftrength was fo much reduced,
that the water was not entirely removed; and on
the gth of March, before his belly was half empti-
ed, notwithftanding the moft judicious application
of bandage, his debility was fo great, that it was
judged prudent to ftop. After being placed in bed,
the faintnefs and ficknefs continued; fevere rigors

enfued,
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enfued, and violent vomiting ; thefe vomitings con-
- tinued through the night, ‘and in the intervals he
lay in a ftate nearly approaching to fyncope. The
next day I found him with nearly the fame fymp-
toms, but remarked that the quantity of fluid he
had thrown up was very much more thdn what he
had taken, and that his abdomen was confiderably
fallen; in the cnurfe_. of two or three days more, he
difcharged the whole of the effufed ﬂuid; hisftrength
and appetite gradually returned, and he was in ali
refpeéts much better than he had been before the
laft nperatmn

Some time afterwards, his belly began to fill
aﬂam, and he again applied to me; upon an accu-
rate examination, I judged the quantity of fluid
mlght then be about four or five quarts. Nature
had pointed out the true method of cure in this
cafe; I therefore ordered him to bed, and d:lre&ed'
1pec§caanha vomits to be given night and morning :
in two, or three days the whole of the water was
removed by vomiting, for he never purged, nor
was the quantity of his urine increafed; his appe-
tite and ftrength gradually returned; he never had
any further relapfe, and is nowan active healthy

man. 1muflt leave the reader to make his own re-

fledtions on this fingular cafe.

"CASE
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Giidion, (1 3 B XXVIIL

Fanuary 11th. Captain V S Tt 40, P HEd
fuffered much from refiding in hot climates, and
drinking very freely, particularly rum in large quan-
tity., He had tried many phyficians before I faw
him, but nothing relieved him. I found him
greatly emaciated, his countenance of a brownifh
yellow; no appetite, extremely low, diftrefling
fulnefs acrofs his ftomach; legs and thighs greatly
fwollen; pulfe quick, and very feeble; urine in,
fmall. quantity. ' As he had evidently only a few
days to live, I ordered him nothing but a folution
of fal diureticus in cinnamon water, flightly acidu-
lated with fyrup of lemons. This medicine effe@-
ing no change, and his {fymptoms becoming daily
more diftreffing, I directed an infufion of Digitalis.
A few dofes occafioned a copious flow of urine,
without ficknefs or any other difturbance. The me-
dicine was difcontinued ; and the next day the urine
continuing to be fecreted very plentifully, he loft
his moft diftrefling complaints, was in great {pirits,
and ate a pretty good dinner. In the evening, as
he was converfing chearfully with fome friends, he
{tooped forwards, fell from his chair, and died in-
ftantly. Had he been in bed, I think there is rea-
{fon to believe this fatal fyncope, if fuch it was,
would not have happened.

C CASE
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C Al ol o XTI

February 6th. Mr. H , /Et. 63. A corpu-
lent man; had fuffered much from gout, which for
the laft .year or two had formed very imperfedly.
He had now fymptoms of water in his cheft, his
belly and his legs. An infufion of Digitalis removed
thefe eomplaints, and after being confined for the:
greater pait of the winter, he was well enough to
get dbroad again. In the courfe of'a month the
dropfical fymptoms returned, and were again re=
moved by the fame medicine. Bitters and tonics'
were now occafionally prefcribed, but his debility
gradually increafed, and he died fome time. aﬂcr-f
wards ; ‘but the dlnpfy never retumed : jeh

| A g e TR - XKX _

. February 17th, . - Mr. D: .?Et 50. Afn::tes |
afrldr ‘anafarca, with fymptnma mf phthxﬁs. ‘He had
been a very hard drinker. The infufum Digitalis
removed his dropfical {fymptoms, and he was fuffi-
ciently recovered to take a journey; but as the
{pringadvanced, the confumptive {ymptoms. in-
creafed, and he died foon aﬂcrw,ards, perfeétly ema-.
::.,._,H_ted 61 - ; it

@ | B XXXI

March sth. I was defired tﬁ' vifit 'Mrs‘i:f-l-';-—,"

a very delicate woman, who after a fevere lying-in,
had her legs and thighs fivollen to a very great de-
gree ;
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aree; pale and femi-tranfparent. I found her ex-
tremely faint, her pulfe very fmall and flow; vomit-
ing violently, and frequently purging. She was at-
tended by a gentleman who had feen me give the
Digitalis in a fimilar cafe of {welled legs after a lying-
in (fee Cafe XXVI.) about {ix months before. He
had not confidered that this patient was delicate,
the other robuft ; nor had he attended to ftop the
exhibition of the medicine when its effects began to
take place. The great diftrefs of her fituation was
evidently owing to the imprudent and unlimited
ufe of the Digitalis. I was very apprehenfive for
her fafety ; ordered her cordials and volatiles; a free
fupply of wine, chamomile tea with brandy for
common drink, and blifters. The next day the fitu-
ation of things was much the fame, but with all this
difturbance noincreafed fecretion of urine. The fame
methods were continued ; an opiate ordered at night,
and liniment. volatile upon flannel applied to the
groins, as {he now complained of great pain in thofe
parts. The third day the naufea was lefs urgent,
the vomitings lefs frequent, the pulfe not fo flow.
Camphorated fpirit, with cauftic volatile alkaly, was
applied to the ftomach, emulfion given for common
drink, and the fame medicines repeated. From
this time, the intervals became gradually longer be-
tween the fits of vomiting, the flow of urine in-
creafed, the fwellings fubfided, the appetite return-
ed, and fhe recovered perfedtly.

Co CASE
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March 16th. Mr. D——, At. 70. A paralytic
{troke had for fome weeks paﬁ impaired the ufe of
his left fide, and he complained much of his breath,
and of a firaitnels acrofs his flomach; at Iength an
anafarca and afcites appearing, I had no doubt as to
the caufe of the former f,rrnpt,ﬂms, but, upon ac- §
count of his advanced age, and the paralytic affec-
tion, I hehtated to give the Dlg italis, and there-
_fore tried the other ufual modes of pra&me, unl:ll
at length his breath would not permit him to lie
- _'down in bed, and his other fymptoms m{:rea,fed fo
r1p;dly as to. threateﬂ a fpeedy diffolution. In this
dilemma I ventured to prefcribe an infufion of the
Fol. ficcat. ngltal which prefently excited a copious
tlow of urine, and made him very fick; a ftrong
infufion of chamomile flowers, with brandy, relieved
<the ficknels, but the diuretic effedls of the Digitalis
continuing, his drupfy was removed, and his breath-
ing became eafy. The pally remained nearly in -
the fame ftate, He lived until dugu/t 1782, and
wi-tl'mut_any return of the drp'va. ' WIS

koA oG g £ | XXXII.

| M.:Ird;flﬂth Mifs 'S Et g Hydrnﬁepha—
lus intermus.  As the cafe dld not yield to calomel,
when matters were nearly advanced to extremitics,
it occurred to me to try the Infufum Digitalis; a
few dofes of whicli were Elven but had no fenfible
eftect.

. CASE
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QLVREES  F XXXIV.

March 1gth. A young lady, foon after the birth
of an illegitimate child, became infene.  After be-
ing near a month under my care, fwellings of her
legs, which at firft had been attributed to weaknefs,
extended to her thighs and belly; her urine became
foul, and fmall in quantitj,r,f and the infanity re-
mained nearly the fame. As it had been very dif-
ficult to procure evacuations by any means, I or-
“dered half an ounce of Fol. Digital. ficcat. in a
pint infufion, and diredted two fpoonfuls to be giv-
en every two hours: this had the defired efiedt;
the dropfy and the infanity difappeared together,
and the had afterwards no other medicine but fome
aperient pills to take occafionally. ‘

| g Apygr e BT Lorxee

. April 12th. Mr. R , /Et. 32. For the laft
three or four years had had more or lefs of what
was confidered as afthma;—it appeared to me Hy-
drothorax. I directed an infufion of Digitalis,
which prefently removed his complaints. ~ In Fune
following he had a relapfe, and took two grains of
the Pulv. fol. Digit. three times a day, which cured
him after taking forty grains, and he has never had
areturn. i

Coage CASE
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CrtAxXS E XXXVI.

May 15th. Mirs. H , At. 40. A fpafmo-
dic afthina, attended with fymptoms of effufion.
An infufion of Digitalis relieved her very confider-
ably, and fhe lived four years afterwards without
any relapfe.

Gl e B B KA TR

May 26th. R B , At." 12. Scrophu-
lous, confumptive, and at length anafarcous. Took
Infuf. Digital. without advantage. Died the Fuly
following.

COAE R X

- Fune gth. Mrs. S——, of W , At 49.
Afcites and anafarca. Had taken many medicines;
firft from her apothecary, afterwards by the direc-
tion of a very judicious and very celebrated phyfi-
‘¢ian, but nothing retarded the increafe of the
dropfy. I firft faw her along with the phyfician
mentioned above, on the 14th of May; we dired-
ed an electuary of chryftals of tartar, and Seltzer
water for common drink; this plan failing, as others
had done before, we ordered the Infuf. Digital. which
in a few days nearly removed the dropfy. I then
left her to the care of her phyfician; but her con-
ftitution was too much impaired to admit of reftor-
ation to health, and I underftand ihe died a few
weeks afterwards.

CASE
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GV ALY R XXXIX.
Fune 13th.  Mr. P ; At 35l TR Yery

hard drinker, was attacked with a fevere h@moptoe,
which was followed by afcites and anafarca. - He
had every appearance of difeafed vilcera, and his
urine was fmall in quantity. The powder and the
infufion of Digitabis were given at different times,
but without the defired effeét. Other medicines
were. tried, but in vain. - ‘Tapping prolonged. his
exiftence a few weeks, and he died early in the
following autumn.

C-iA -5 2E XL.

Fune 27th. ~ M. W——, Zt. 37. An appa-
rently afthmatic affedtion, gradually increafing for
three or four years, which not yielding to the ufual
remedies, he took the infufion of Digitalis. Two
or three dofes made him very fick ; but he thought
his breathing relieved. - After one week he took it
again, and was fo much better as to want noother
medicine. '

- In the courfe of the following winter he became -
hectic, and died confumptive about a year after-
wards. |

e s AV G- G oLl o anls

Fuly 6th. Mr. E—, Zt. 57. Hydrothorax
and anafarca ; his breath fo {fhort that he could not
' lie
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lie down. = After a trial of fquill, fixed alkaly, and
dulcified fpirit of nitre, I direéted Pulv. Digital.
gr. 2, thrice a day. In four days he was able to
come down ftairs; in three days more no appearance
of difeafe remained ; and under the ufe of aromatics
and {mall dofes of opium, he frmn recovered his j
ftrength. L s

SR Sl ) XELI:

Fuly 9th. ~ Mifs H of T——, ZAt. 39. In
the laft ftage of a phthifis pulmonalis became dropfi-
- cal, She took the Digitalis without being relieved.

C s .S F 5 i LBl

Fuly oth. Mrs. F , Et. 70. " A chear-
ful, ftrong, healthy woman; but for a few years
back had experienced a degree of difficult breathing
when in exercife. In the courfe of the laft year her
legs fwelled, and fhe felt great fulnefs about her
ftomach. Thefe {ymptoms continued ' increafing
very faft, notwithftanding feveral attempts made by
a very judicious apothecary to relieve her. The
more regular praditioner failing, fhe had recourfe
to a quack, who I believe plied her very powerfully
- with Daphne laureola, or fome draftic purge of that
kind. I found her greatly reduced in ftrength, her
belly and lower extremities fwollen to an amazing
fize, her urine {mall in quantity, '2nd her appetite
greatly 1mpatred For ‘the firft fortnight of miy at-
tendance blifters were applied, folution of fixed
alkaly, decoction of feneka with vitriolic =ther,

chryialiid
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chryftals of tartar, fquill and cordial medicines were
fucceflively ‘exhibited, but with no advantage. - I
then directed Pulv. Fol. Digital. two grains every
four hours. - After taking eighteen grains, the urine
began to increafe. The medicine was then ftopped.
The difcharge of urine continued to increafe, and
in five or fix days the whole of the dropfical water
paffed off, without any difturbance to the ftomach
or bowels.  As the diftenfion of the belly had been
very great, a fwathe was applied, and drawn gradu-
ally tighter as the water was evacuated. = As no pains
were fpared to prevent the return of the dropfy,
and as the beft means I could devife proved unegual
to my wifhes, both in this and in fome other cafes,
I fhall take the liberty to point out the methods
I tried at different times in as concife a _manner as
poffible, for the knowledge of what will not do, may
fometimes aflift us to difcover what ml]

1780. . . 2 .
Fuly 18th. - Infufum amarum, {teel, Seltzer water.
- September 22d, - Neutral faline draughts, with tinét.

-canthar.-
26th. Pills of {oap, garhr, and mzllepedes _
- goth. The fame pills, with infufum amarum.
Oéiober 11th. . Pills of aloes, aﬁafetlda, and, fal mar-
R 21 T the day-time, and mercury. I‘lebﬂd dmﬂm
. at-night. . . o
- December 21ft. The accumulatmn nf water now. re-

.quired a repetition of, the Digitalis. It was di-

rected in infufion, a dram and half to eight ounces,
.. and an ounce and half given every fourth hour,

| | until
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until its effects began to appear.  The water wzi:
foon carried off. -

goth. Sal diuretic, twice a day. To eat prefen ed
garlic frequently.

1781,

February 1ft. Pills of calomel, {quill and gum am-
moniac.

gd. Infufion of Digitalis repeated, and after the
water was carried off, Dover’s powder was tried
as a fudorific.

March 18th. Infuf. Digital. repeated.

26th. Pills of fal martis and aromatic fpecies, with
infufum amarum.

May sth.” Being feverifh; James's powder and

“ faline draughts.

ioth. Laudanum every night, and an opening
tincture to obviate coftivenefs.

24th. Infuf. Digitalis, one ounce only every fourth
hour, which foon procured a perfect evacuation
of the water.

Auzuft 11th. Infuf. Digitalis. |

Oclober 19th, An emetic, and fol. Cicut. pulv.
ten grains every fix hours.

November 8th., A mercurial bulus at bed-time.

16th,  Inful. Digitalis. '

December 23d. An emetic—Pills of feneka and gum
ammoniac— Vitriolic acid in every thmg *[he |
drinks, |

25th.  Squill united to fmall dofes of opium.
1782, |

}a‘n?mrry 2d. A troublefome cough—Syrup of gar-
lic and oxymel of fquills. A blifter to the back.

4th. Tin&ure
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- 4th.  Tin&ure of cantharides and paregoric elixir.

28th. Infuf. Digitalis, half an ounce every morn-
ing, and one ounce every night, was now fuffi-
cient to empty her.

Marceh 26th. Infuf. Digitalis; and when emptied,
vitriol of copper twice a day.

April 1ft. A cordial mixture for occafional ufe.

Two months afterwards a purging came on, which
every now and then returned, inducing great
weaknefs—her appetite failed, and fhe died in

i fuly, -
FNFTERVA'LS.

From fuly gth, 1780, to December 214t, 171 days.

From December 21t to February 3d, 1781, 34 days.

From February 3d to March 18th, 44 days.

From March 18th to May 24th, 66 days.

From May 24th to Augu/t 11th, 79 days. :

From Auguft 11th to November 16th, 98 days.

From November 16th to Fanuary 28th, 1782, 74
days. h

From fanuary 28th to March 26th, 57 days.

None of the accumulations of water were at all
equal to that which exifted when I firft faw her, for
finding fo ealy a mode of relief, {he became impa-
tient under a fmall degree of preflure, and often
infifted upon taking her medicine fooner than I
thought it neceffary. ~After the 26th of March the
degree of effufion was inconfiderable, and at the
time of her death very trifling, being probably car-
ried off by the diarrhoea.

| CASE




s CoA 1 5.2E 95:2 1486

_ GBS hod e X LI M b o

Fuly 12th. ‘Mr. H , of A——"/At. Go. In

“the laft ftage of a life hurried to a termination by

free 'living, dropfical fymptoms became the 'moft

- diftreffing. He wifhed to take the. Dlgxtahs Tt
was glven, but afforded no rehef |

I e

]u'{;' 13th. Mr. S , Zt. 49.  Afthma, or
rather hydruthcrax, anafarca, and i'y'mpt‘dms of a
difeafed liver. He was diredted to take two grains
of Pulv. fol. Digital. every two hours, until it pro-
duced fome effect. It foon removed the dropfical
and afthmatic affections, and fteel, with Seltzer wa-
ter, reftored him to health.

Fos SRRl R

Auguft 6th. Mr. L , Zt. 35. Afcites and
anafarca. Pulv. Digital. grains three, repeated every
fourth hour, until he had taken two fcruples, remov-
ed every appearance of dropfy in a few days. He
was then directed to take folution of merc. fublimat.
and'-fmnu recovered his health and ftrength.

SN gl RO S I T

ﬂﬂgzy? 16th. Mr. G=——, of W , At 86.
Afthma of many years duration, and l'atel‘y'a‘n -
cipient anafarca, with a paucity, of urine. He had
never lived intemperately, was of a chearful difpo-
fition, ‘and very {enfible : fnr fome years back had
Hrdupsthos | v8roiionbv o b (% loft

=
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loft all relith for animal food, and his only fupport
had been an ounce or two of bread and cheefe, or
a fmall flice of feed-cake, with three or four pints
of mild ale, in the twenty-four hours. Adfter try-
ing chryfials of tarter, fixed alkaly, fquills, &c. I
directed three grams of . Pulv. . fol. Dlgltal made
into pills, with G. ammoniac, to be given every fix
hours; this prefently occafioned copious difcharges
of urine, removed his fwellings, and reftored hlm
to his ufual ftandard Df health,

s R 5

Auguft 17th.. T B , Efgq..of K
/At. 46, Jaundice, droply, and great hardnefs in
the region of the liver. ~Infufion of Digitalis carri-
ed off all the effufion, and afterwards a courfe of .
deobftruent and tonic medicines removed h1s other
. complaints.

G5 oS0 XLIX.

Auguft 23d. Mr. C——, At. 58.- (The perfon
mentioned at Cafe XXIII.) He had continued free
from dropfy until within -the laft fix weeks; his ap-
petite was now totally gone, his ftrength extremely
reduced, and the yellow ofhis jaundice changed to a
blackith hue. The Digitalis was now tried in vain,
and he died fhortly afterwards. |

A % o

Augﬂgff *241;11 Mis. VV , At. 39.. Anafar-
cous legs and fymptoms of hydmth{::-rax, confequent
’ to
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to a tertian ague. Three grains of Pulv. Digitalis,
given every fourth hour, occafioned a very copious
flow of urine, and fhe got well without any other
medicine. :

LA 280 B apliE

Augufl 28th. Mr. J H o Lok 9751 i1n
confequence of very free living, had an afcites and
fwelled legs. I ordered him to take two grains of
Fol. Digital. pulv. every two hours, until it pros
duced fome-effect; a few dofes caufed a plentiful
fecretion of urine, but no ficknefs, or purging: in
{ix days the fwellings difappeared, and he has fince
remained in good health.

i & S Regivad 2 LII.

September 27th. Mr. S——, Zt. 45. Had been
long in an ill fate of health, from what had been
fuppofed an irrégular gout, was greatly emaciated,
had a fallow complexion, no appetlte, coftive bow-
els, quick and feeble pulfe. The caufe of his com-
pIamts was involved in obfcurity; but I fufpedted
the ‘poifon of lead, and was ﬁre‘ngthened in this
fufpmmn, upon finding his - wife had hkemfe il
health, and, at times, fevere attacks of cnim, but
the anfwers to my enquiries fee‘rﬂéd to prove my
fufpicions fruitlefs, "and, amongft other things, I
was told the pump was of wood. He had lately fuf-
fered ettremely from difficult breathing, which I
thought owing to anafarcous 1111-1g§; there was alfo
a ﬂ:ght deerree of pafe fwelling in his legs, Pulw:

fol.
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fol. Digital. made into pills, with gum ammoniac
and aromatic fpecies, foon relieved his breathing.
Attempts were then made to affift him in other re-
{peéts, but with little good effeét, and fome months
afterwards he died, with every appearance of a
worn out conftitution.

About two years after this gentleman’sdeath, I was
talking to a pump-maker, who, in the courfe of con-
verfation, mentioned the corrofion of leaden pumps,
by fome  of the water in this town, and inftanced
that at the houfe of Mr. S , which he had re-
placed with a wooden one about three years before.
The lead, he faid, was eaten away, fo as to be very
thin in fome places, and full of holes in others;—
this accidental information explained the myftery.

The deleterious effeéts of lead feem to be confi-
derably modified by the conilitution of the patient ;
for in fome families only one or two individuals
fhall fuffer from it, whilft the reft receive it with
impunity. In the fpring of the year 1776, I was
defired to vifit Mrs. H——, of S Park, who
had repeatedly been attacked with pamful colics,
and had fuffered much from infuperable coftivenefs;
I fufpeé’ted lead to be the caufe of her complaints,
but was unable to trace by what means it was taken.
She was IﬂllEVEd by the ufual methods; but a few
mnnths_ aﬁqwards I was dﬂf red to fee her again :
her fuﬁ'enngs were the fame as before, and notwith-
ﬂ&ndmg every. precautmn to guard againft coftive-
nefs, {he was never in perfed health, and feldom

efcaped
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efcaped fevere attacks twice or thrice in a year; fhe
had alfo frequent pains in her joints. I could not
find any traces of fimilar complaints either in Mr.
H , the children, or the fervants. Mrs, H———
was a water- drinker, and feldom tafted any fer-
mented liquor. The pump was of wood, as I 'had
been informed upon my firft vific. Her health con-
tinued nearly in the fame ftate for two or three years
more, but fhe always found herfelf better if the left
her own houfe for any length of time. At length it
occurred to me, that though the pump was a wooden
one, the pifton might work in lead. I therefore
ordered the pump rods to be drawn up, and upen
examination with a magnifying glafs, found the
leather of the pifton covered with an infinite num-
ber of very minute 1hining particles of lead. ) Per-
haps in this inftance the metal was fo minutely

divided by abrafion, as to be mechanically fufpend-

ed in the water.. The lady was dire&ted to drink

the water of a’fpring, and never to fwallow that

from the pump. = The event confirmed my fufpi-
cions, for fhe gradually recovered a good ftate of
health, loft the obflinate coftivenefs, and has never
to this day had any attack of the mhc

i -G- A S E LIII
j .?fjiffﬁi.ﬁér IQIBLH - Mis. I- , At 70. Alcites
and very thick anafarcous legs and thlghs total lofs
of ftrength and appetite.  Infufion of Digitalis was

givell, but, as had been pruwno{tlcated w1th 110
ﬂﬂod effect,

CASE

SR WL LT o
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-S';sp.!embc’r goth. Mr. A , At. 57. A ftrong
man; hydrothorax and {welled legs ; in other rei-
pects not unhealthful. He was direéted to take two
grains of the Pulv. fol. Digit. made into a pill with
gum ammoniac. Forty grains thus taken at intervals,
effedted a cure by increafing the quantity of urine,
and he has had no relapfe.

BT . T LV.

November 2d. Mr. P of T , it 400 A
very firong man, drank a great quantity of' {ftrong
ale, and was much expofed to alterations of heat
and cold.' ~ About the end of fummer found himfelf
fhort winded, and loft his appetite. ' The dyfpneea
gradually increafed, he got a moft diftrefling fenfe
of tightnefs acrofs his ftomach, his urine was littley
and high coloured, and his legs began to fwell; his
pulfe flender and feeble. From the 2oth of Sep-
tember 1 frequently faw him, and obferved a gradual
and regular increafe of all his complaints, notwith-
{tanding the ufe of the moft powerful medicines I
could prefcribe. He took chryftals of tartar, feneka,
gum ammoniac, faline draughts, emetics, tiné. of
cantharides, fpirits of nitre dtﬂmﬁed fquills in all
forms, volatile alkaly, ca]ome] Dover's pnwdar,,
&c. Blifters and draftic purgatives were tried, in-
terpofing falt of fteel and gentian. I had all alnng
felt a reludance to prefcribe the Digitalis in this
eafe, from a perfuafion that it would not fucceed.

D At
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At length I was compelled to it, and direfled one
grain to be given every two houfs ungil it ﬂwuld
excite naufea. 'IThis it did; but, as I .,:x;pE&Ed

did no more. The reafon of this belief will be
mentioned hereafter. Five da}rs after this laft “trial
I gave himaffafetida in ]zrge quantlty,ﬂattefetﬂ by’a'
hope that his extreme fufferings from the ftate of his
refpiration, might perhaps arife in Part from fpafm;
but my hopes were in vain. I now thaught of ufing
an infufion of tobacco, and prefcribed the follow-

ing :

R. ‘Fol Nicotiani incif. 3ii, . 14 ! ALY
Aq. bull. bfs. |
- Sp. Vini rectif. zi digere per horam.

I directed a fpoonful of thisto be given every two
hours until it {h-::-uld vomit. This medicine had no
better effe® than the former ones, and he died
fome days afterwards.

Ehad | S  Eial LRI

November 6th. Mr. H——, At. 47. In the
laft ftage of a phthifis pu]mnnahs fuffered much
ﬁam dyfpneea, and anafarca. Squill medicines
ﬂave no relief. D gltalls in p]]ls with gum ammon.
purged him, but opium being added, that effect
ceafed, and he continued to be :f:l:m ed by them as
lnr-g as he h*. ed. ;
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November 16th. Mrs. F 5 ke, In
Auguft laft was fuddenly feized with epileptic fits,
which continued torecur at uncertain intervals. Her
belly had long been larger than natural, but without
any perceptible flutuation. Her legs and thighs
fwelled very confiderably the beginning of this
month, and now there was evidently water in the
abdomen. The medicines hitherto in vain dire@ed
againft the epileptic attacks, were now fufpended,
and two grains of the Pulv. fol. Digital. dire&ed to
be taken every fix hours. The effedts were moft
favourable, and the dropfical {fymptoms were foon
removed by copious urinary difcharges.

The attacks of epilepfy ceafed foon afterwards.
In February, 1781, there was fome -return of the
{fwellings, which were foon removed, and fhe now
enjoys very good health. Does not the narrative
of this cafe throw light upon the nature of the epi-
lepfy which fometimes attacks women, foon after
the ceflation of the menftrual flux ?

1261,

GVR S e N TTL,

Fanuary 1ft. Mrs. G s o 2 , Zt. 62.
Afcites and very large hard legs. After trying va-
rious medicines, under the direction of a very able

phyfician, I ordered her to take one grain of Pulv.
1B Digital.
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Digital. every fix X hours, but it produced no effect.
Other Medicines were then tried to as little pur-
pofe. About the end of Iebruary, I direéted an
infufion of the Fol. Digital. but with no bfjtte'r'lfuc-
cefs. Other methods were thought of, but norne
proved efhcamous and ihe d:ed a few weeks aﬁer—
wards. :

Geel R R TR

fanuary 3d. Mrs. B J B 53,0 Afcites,
anafarea, and jaundice. After 2 purge of calonrel
and jallap, was ordered the Infufion of Digitalis:it
acted kindly as a diuretic, and greatly reduced 'her
fwellings. Other medicines were then adminifter-
ed, with a view to her other complaints, but to no
purpofe, and fhe died about a month afterwards. *

'”r_'r:'-;'

€ o P

]ﬂnuﬂr}l 14th M. B 5 of D——.  Jaun-
dice and aicites, the cnnfequgi_lces_ of great intem-
perance. Extremely emaciated; his tongue and
fauces covered with apthous crufts, and his appetite
gone. He firlt took tinéture of cantharides with
infufum amarum, then vitriolic falts, and various
other medicines without relief; Infufum Diguahs
was given afterwards, but was f:qually unfuccefsful.

ey gl Ayxt

{ »3 _ e it i
Februarp od. 1 was defired by the late learned
and ingenious Dr. Groome, to vifit Mifs S v i
young
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young lady in the laft flate of emaciation from a
dropfy. Every probable means to relieve her had
been attempted by Dr. Groome, but to no pur-
pofe; and fhe had undergone the operation of the
paracentefis repeatedly. The Doctor knew, he faid,
that I had cured many cafes of dropfy, by the Di-
gitalis, after other more ufual methods had been
attempted without fuccefs, and he withed this lady
to try that medicine under my direétion; after exa-
mining the patient, and enquiring into the hiftory
of the difeafe, I was fatisfied that the dropfy was
encyfted, and that no medicine could avail. The
Digitalis, however, was directed, and fhe took it,
but without advantage. She had determined not to
be tapped again, and neither perfuafion, nor diftrefs
from the diftenfion, could prevail upon her: I at length
‘propoled to make an opening into the fac, by means of
a cauflic, which was done under the judicious ma-
nagement of Mr. Wainwright, furgeon, at Dudley.
The water was evacuated without any accident, and
the patient afterwards let it aut herfelf from time to
time as the preffure of it became troublefome, uu-
til fhe died at length perfeéily exhaufted.

Query. Is there not a probability that this me-
thod, aflifted by bandage, might be ufed fo as to
effedt a cure, in the earlier ftages of ovarium dropfy?

G A SIE LXIIL

Fchruary 27th. Mrs. O { ofI'E 5 Jats B9,
with a conftitution worn out by various complicated
D= diforders
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diforders, at length became dropfical. The Digita«
lis was given in fmall dofes, in hopes of temporary
benefit, and it did not fail to fulfil our expeétations.

i o T - oy LXIII.

March 16th, Mrs. P , At. 47. Great de-
bility, pale countenance, lofs of appetite, legs fwelled,
urine in fmall quantity. A dram of Fol. ficcat. Di-
gital. in a half pint infufion was ordered, and an
ounce of this infufion direéted to be taken every
morning. Myrrh and fteel were given at intervals.
Her urine foon increafed, and the fymptoms of
dropfly difappeared.

LTGOA 8 B LI

March 18th. Mr. W , in the laft ftage
of a pulmonary confumption became dropfical. The
Digitalis was given, but without any good effect.

oA Sl LXV.

April 6th. Mr. B , Zht. 63. For fome
years back had complained of being afthmatical,
and was not without fufpicion of difeafed vifce-
ra. The laft winter he had been moftly confined
to his houfe ; became dropfical, loft his appetite,
and his fkin and eyes turned yellow. By the ufe
of medicines of the deobftruent clafs he became lefs
difcoloured, and the hardnefs about his ftomach
feemed to yield ; but the afcites and anafarcous

fymptoms increafed fo as to opprefs his breathing =

exceced- W
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exceedingly. Alkaline f{falts, and other diuretics
failing of their effects, I ordered himto take an infuf.
of Digitalis.. It operated fo powerfully that it be.
came neceflary to fupport him with cordials and
Llifters, but it freed him from the droply, and his
breath became quite eafy. He then took foap, thu-
barb, - tartar of vitriol, and {teel, and gradually at-
tained a good ftate of health, which he {till conti-
nues to enjoy.

LS GRS RV
April 8th. Mrx. B et Ba. Acurpulent

man, with a ftone inhis bladder, from which at times
his fufferings are extreme. He had been affected
with what was fuppofed to be an afthma, for feveral
years by fits, but through thelaft winter his breathhad
been much worfe than wufual; univerfzal anafarca
came on, and foon afterwardsanafcites. Nowhis urine
was {fmall in quantity and much faturated, the dy-
{uria was more dreadful than ever; his breath would
not allow him to lie in bed, nor would the dyfuria
permit him to fleep; in this diftrefsful fituation, after
having ufed other medicines to little purpofe, I di-
refted an infufion of Digitalis to be given. When
the quantity of urine became more plentiful, the
pﬂm from his ftone grew eafier; in a few days the
droply and afthma difappeared, and he foon re-
gained his ufual firength and health. Every year
fince, the:e has been a tendency to a return of thefe
icamplmnts hut he has recourfe to the infufion, and
Aimmediately removes them

CASE




§ = GiA SBEIS? Ayd

C A8 B KWL |
April 24th. Mr. M , of C—, Et-l.{').?.'

Afthma, anafarca, jaundice, and great hardnefs and
{traitnefs acrofs the region of the flomach. After a
free exhibition of neutral draughts, alkaline falt,
&c. the droply and difficult breathing remaining the
fame, he took Infufum Digitalis, which removed
thofe complaints. He never loft the hardnefs about
his ftomach, but enjoyed very tolerable health for .
three years afterwards, without any return of the

dropfy. i

O AL S B LEWIIR

April 2s5th, Mis. J , ZEt. 42. Phthifis pul-
monalis and anafarcous legs and thighs. She took
the Infufum Digitalis without effe®. Myrrh and
fteel, with fixed alkﬁiy, were then ordered, but to -
no purpofe.

gt P T LXIX.

. May 1ft. Mafter W , of St——, ZAt, 6.
I found him with every fymptnm of hydmcephalus
1ntf:;rnus As it was yet early in the difeafe, in con-
'_fequence of ideas which will be mentioned hereaf-
ter, I directed fix ounces of blood to be immedi-
ately taken from the arm; the ternpura] artery to
be opened the fucceeding day; the head_ to be fha-
ven, and fix pints of cold water to be poured upon
it every fourth hour,and two fcruples of firong mer-

curial
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curial ointment to be rubbed into the legs every
day. Five days afterwards, finding the febrile {fymp-
toms very much abated, and judging the remaining
difeafe to be the effect of effulion, I direéted a fcru-
ple of Fol. Digital. ficcat. to be infufed in three
ounces of water, and a table {poonful of the infu-
{ion to be given every third or fourth hour, until
its action fhould be fomeway fenfible. The effe@
was, an increafed fecretion of urine; and the pa-
tient foon recovered. |

CLAs S B o LXK

May 3d. Mrs. B——, ZEt. 59. Afcites and ana-
farca, with ftrong fymptoms of difeafed vifcera. In-
fufum Digitalis was at firft prefcribed, and prefently
removed the dropfy. She was then put upon faline
- draughts and calomel. After fome time ithe became
feverilh: the fever proved mtermute*lt and was
“cured by the bark.

ECLCA SN - TR

May 3d. Mr. S , At. 48. A ftroung man,
who had lived intemperately. For fome time pait his
“breath had been ver y ithort, his legs fwollen towards
Evenmg,.and his urine fmall in quantity. ~Eight
ounces of the Infuf. Digitalis caufed a confiderable

flow of urine; his complaints gradualiy tam{hed
and dld not return.

CASE
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farca, and janndice, from intemperate living. Infu-
fion of Digitalis produced naufea, and lowered the
frequency of the pulfe ; but had no other fenfible ef-
fedts. His diforder continued to increafe, and killed
him about two months afterwards.

Cirax s E LXXIII.

Fune 2gth, Mr. B , At. 60. A hard drinker;
afflicied with afthma, jaundice, and dropfy. His
appetite gone; his water foul and in {mall quantity,
Neutral faline mixture, chryftals of tartar, vinum
chalybeat. and other medicines had been pfeﬁ:ribed
to little advantage. Infufion of Fol. Digitalis adted
powerfully as a diuretic, and removed the moft ur-
gent of his complaints, viz. the dropfical and afth-
matical {ymptoms.

The following H-?il‘l’[ﬁl' his breathing grewbad ﬂgaiﬁ
his appetite totally failed, and he died, but without
any return of the afcites. -

C B. S AR XY

Fune 2gth. Mr. A ;- £Bt 58, Képt ajpu.bllit:
houfe and drank very hard. He had {ymptoms of
difeafed vifcera, jaundice, afcites, and anafarca. Af-
ter taking various deobfiruents and diuretics, to no
purpofe, he was ordered the Infufion of Digitalis:

a few
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a few dofes occafioned a plentiful flow of urine, re-
lieved his breath, and reduced his {wellings; but,
on account of his great weaknefs, it was judged im-
prudent to urge the medicine to the entire evacua-
tion of the water. He was {fo much relieved as to
be able to come down ftairs and to walk about, but
his want of appetite and jaundice continuing, and
his debility increafing, he cdied in about two
months.

G F S R LXXV.

Fuly 18th. Mrs. B , fEt. 46. A little wo-
man, and very much deformed. - Afthmatical for
many years. For feveral months paft had been worfe
than ufual; appetite totally gone, legs fwollen,
fenfe of great fulnefs about her ftomach, counte-
nance fallen, lips livid, could not lie down.

The ufual modes of praciice failing, the Digitalis
was tried, but with no better fuccefs, and in about a
- month fhe died; not without fufpicion of her death
having been accelerated a few days, by her taking
half a' grain of opium. This may be a caution to
young pracitioners to be careful how they venture
upon even fmall dofes of opium in fuch conftituti-
ons, however much they may be urged by the pati-

ent to preflcribe fomething that may procure a littie
reft and eale.

CASE
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(R G TR LXX VL4

" Auguft 12th. Mr. L At 63, the perﬂ:n
whofe Cafe is recorded atN XXIV ‘had a re-
turn of his infanity, after near two years perfect
health. He was extremely reduced when I faw him,
and the medicine which cured him before was now
adminiftered without effe&, for his weaknefs was
fuch that I did not dare to urge it.

QK0S oEH TXXVIE

: "_'Scﬁfc'mﬁfr 1oth. Mr. V o , ZEt. 47
A man of ftrong fibre, and the remains of a florid
mmP]exion. His difeafe an afcites and fwelled legs,
the confequence of a very free courfe of life; he
had been once tapped, and taken much medicine
before I faw him. The Digitalis was riow directed :
it lawered his pulfe, but did not prove diuretic. He
returned home, and foon after was tapped again, but
{urvived the operation only a few hours.

CUidiles BucE LXXVIII.

_ September 25th, Mr. O , of M , ZEt. 63.
Vew painful and general fwellings in all hls limbs,
which had confined him moftly to his bed fince the
preeedmg winter; the fﬁelimgs were uniform, tenfe, |
and rﬂﬁung but the fkin not difcoloured. = After
trying guiacum and Dover’s powder without advan-
tage, I directed Infufion of Digitalis, It aéted on
‘the kidneys, but did not relieve him. It is not

Eai}r
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eafy to fay what the difeafe was, and the patient
living at a diftance, I never learnt‘the future pro-
grels oy termination of it.

Chivilh 8 By, LXXIX,

Scj)zdzzﬁfr 96th.’ M. Rt A3, d very
fenfible and judicious furpeon 'It B——, in Staf-
fordihire, laboured under afcites and very large
anafarcous legs, together with indubitable {fymptoms
of difeafed vifcera,” Having tried the ufual diure-
tics to no purpofe, I dire@ed a fcruple of Fol. Digi-
tal, ficcat. in a four ounce infufion, a table fpoon-
ful to be taken twice a day. The fecond bottle
wholly removed his dropfy, which never returned.

Cor kot koo PN

< “September 27th.  Mrs. E . At 40, A fat
{edentary woman; after a long illnefs, very indif-
tinély marked; had {ymptormns of enlarged liver and
dropfy.’ In this cafe I was happy in the affiftance
of Dr. Afh. Digitalis was once exhibited in fmall
dofes, but to no better purpofe than many other
medicines. She fuffered great pain in the abdomen
for feveral weeks, and after her death, the liver,
fpleen, and kidneys were found of a pale colour,
and very greatly enlarged, but the quantity of ef
fufed fluid in the cavity was not more than a‘_Em_t _
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QT T A LXXXI.

Oclober 28th, Mr. B——, At. 33. Had drank
an immenfe quantity of mild ale, and was now be-
come dropfical. He was a lufty man, of a pale
complexion: his belly large, and his legs and thighs
fwollen to an enormous fize. I directed the Infu-
fion of Digitalis, which in_ten da}rs ccmpleie:l}r
emptied him.  He was then put 111"-011 the ufe of
ficel and bitters, and dire@ed to live temperately,
which I believe he did, for I faw him two years
aﬂﬁrwmds in perfe@ health.

G A s UF o S e

November 14th. Mr. W b L , At. 49.
A lufty man, with an afthma and anafarca. He had
taken feveral medicines by the direction of a very
judicious apothecary, but not getting relief as he had
been accuftomed to do in former years, he came
under my diredtion. For the fpace of a month I
tried to relieve him by fixed alkaly, feneka, Dovers
powder, gum ammoniac, fquill, &c. but without
effedt. I then directed Infufion of Digitalis, which
foon increafed the flow of urine without exciting
naufea, and in a few days 1emﬁved all 111s com-

plaints.

CASE




C'IA §¢ EtS? y8d) 63

1782, %
G B SN LR

Fanuary 23d.  Mr, Q , Zt. 74. " A ftone
in his bladder for many years; dropfical for the laft
three months. Had teken at different times foap
with fquill and gum ammoniac; foaplees; chryftals
of tartar, oil of juniper, {eneka, jallap, &c. but
the dropfical fymptoms ftill increafed, and the dy-
furia from the flone became very urgent. I now di-
rected a’dram of the Fol. Digit. ficcat. in a half
pint infufion, half an ounce to be given every fix
hours. This prefently relieved the dyfuria, and
{oon removed the droply, without any difturbance
to his fyftem.

18 e 8 o1 B i - BXRXIM

Fanuary 27th. Mr. D , At. 86. - The de-
bility of age and dropfical legs had long oppreffed
him. A few weeks before his death his breathing
became very fthort, he could not lie down in bed,and
his urine was fmall in quantity. A wine glafs of a
weak Infufion of Digitalis, warmed with aromatics,
was ordered to be taken twice a day. It afforded a
temporary relief, but he did not long furvive.

C A S E  LXXXV.

Fanuary 28th. Mr. D——, Zt. 35. A publican
and a hard drinker. Afcites, anafarca, difeafed
| vilcera
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vifcera, and flight attacks of b:aernnptne A dram
of Fol. Digital. ficc. in a kalf pint infufion, of which
one ounce was given mght and morning, proved
diuretic and removed his dropfy. He ‘rhen took
medicines calculated to relieve his other complaints.

The dropfy did not return” during’ my attendance
upon him, which was three or four weeks A quack
then undertook to cure him with blie vitriol vormits,

butas Iam mmnnad he prefﬂnﬂy fuﬂlkrunder th:a;t
mugh tmatmeat AW % ;-
g 0] DR .‘.i.il- Tk fr”']!. &y

GA S et 5, )

fanuary dgth, Mrs. O—=) of D——y: fEt 1694
A ‘conftant ‘and diftreffing’ paiprtataon of her heart,
with great debility.” 'From a degree "of anafarca:in
her Tegs I was led to {ufpe& effufion in the Pericar-
dium, ‘and therefore direfted Digitalis, but it pro-
duced no benefit. She then took various other me-
dicines with the {fame want of fuccefs, and about
ten months afterwards dié:ﬂ"fuddenly.- 9

e At =

Farivary 51ft. Mr. T, of | A, -@t El.
Great difficulty of breathing, fo that lie had not
lain in bed for the laft fix weeks, and fome fwel-
ling imhis legs. Thefe complaints were fubfequent to a
verj fﬂrcre cold, and he had il a troublefome
crmgn He told me that at his age hedid nnt look for
a cure, ’but {thould be glad of relief, if it could be
obtained without taking much medicine. I dire&ed

an Infufion of Digitalis, a dram to elght ounces,
one
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one fpoonful to be taken every morning, and two
at night. He only took this quantity; for in four
days he could lie down, and foon afterwards quitted

his chamber. In a month he had a return of his
complaints, and was relieved as before. .

CiA S, B LXXXVIII.

Fanuary 31ft. Mrs, J=—, of S——, ZAt. 67.
A lufty woman, of a florid complexion, large belly,
and very thick legs. She had been kept alive for
fome years by the difcharge from ulcers in her legs;
but the fores now put on a very difagreeable livid
appearance, her belly grew ftill larger, her breath.
thort, her pulfe feeble, and the could not take nou-
rifhment.  Several medicines having been given in
vain, the Digitalis was tried, but with no better. ef-
fect; and in about a month the died.

G TAYSIE LXXXIX.

February od. Mri. B , At. 73. An univer-
fal dropfy. He took various medicines, and Digi-
talis in fmall dofes, but without any good effect.

€ A5 LK XC.

February 24th, Mafter M , of We—e—, ZAt.
10. An epileply of fome years continuance, which
had never been interrupted by any of the various
mﬂthﬂds tried for his relief. The Dlgltahs was given
for a few days, but as he lived at a dﬂ‘cance, {o that
I could not attend to its effedts, he only took one

E : half
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half pint infufion, which made no-alteration in his
complaint. 1978551 wil ;

C ASE Xcr,:-t..f" :

March 6th. Mu. , At. 62, A very hard'
drinker, and had twlce had attacks of apoplexy.. He_
had now an afcites, was anafarcous, and had every
appearance of a difeafed liver. Small dofes of ca-
lomel, Dover’s powder, infufum amarum, and fal
fod® palliated his fymptoms for a while; thefe fail-
ing ; blifters, {quills, and cordials wexre given with~
out effect. A weak Infufion of DJthEIlE ‘well aro-
matifed, was then diredted to be given in: fmall
dofes. = It rather feemed to check than te increafe
the fecretion of urine, and foon preduced ficknefs.

Failing in its ufual effet, the medicine was no longes. =

continued; but every thing that was tried proved:
equally inefficacious, and he did not long furvive.

@A I SoutR TS DG

May 1oth. Mis. P , Zt. 40. Spafmodic aflh- ¥
ma ol many years continuance, which had 'frequent{ !
ly been relieved by ammoniacum, {quills, &c. but_: |
thefe now ﬁulmg i their wonted effe®s, an Infuf.
of Fol. Digitalis was tried, but it feemed rather to
increafe than relieve her fymptoms.

b wlgD: g e MR VI8

Moy 22de. My, Qere, of B, Bts 67, Ml
very large man, and a ﬁee liver; after an, attack of
hemi-
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hemiplegia early in the {pring, from which he only
partially recovered, became dropfical. The dropfy
occupied both legs and thighs, and the arm of the
affected fide. I diredted an Infufion of Digitalis in
fmall dofes, fo as not to affe@® his {ftomach. The
fwellings gradually fubfided, and in the courfe of
the fummer he recovered perfectly from the palfy.

e o ey

Fuly sth. Mr. C , of W , ZAt. 28. Had
drank very freely both of ale and {pirits; and in
confequence had an alcites, very large legs, and
great fulnefs about the ftomach. He was ordered
to take the Infufion of Digitalis night and morning
for a few days, and then to keep his bowels open
with chryftals of tartar. The firft half pint of in-
fufion relieved him greatly; after an interval of a
fortnight it was repeated, and he got well without
any other medicine, only continuing the chryftals
of tartar occafionally. I forgot to mention that this
gentleman, before I faw him, had been for two
months under the care of a very celebrated phyfi-
cian, by whofe direction he had taken mercurials,
bitters, fquills, alkaline falts, and other things, but
without much advantage.

C A S Ee XCV.

March 6th. Mrs. Weme———_ Zit, 36. In the laft
ftage of a pulmonary confumption, took the Infuf,
Digitalis, but without any advantage.

E 2 CASE
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ity SOM OB T

Auguft 20th, Mr. P ARt 420 In' thEyear
1781 he had a fevere peripneumony, from which
he recovered with difficulty. At the date of this,
when he firft confulted me, the {ymptoms of hydro-
thorax were pretty obvious. I diredted a purge,
and then the Infufum Digitalis, three drams to
half a pint, one ounce to be taken every four hours. |
It made him fick, and occafioned a copious difcharge
of urine. His complaints immediately vanifhed,
and he remains in perfe& health.

Lol Sl ol XCGVIL

September 24th. Mrs. R , of B e I S 8
the mother of many children. After her laft lying
in, three months ago, had that kind of fwelling in
one of her legs which is mentioned at No. VIIL.
XXVI, and XXXI. A confiderable degree of fwel-
ling ftill remained; the limb was heavy to her feel-
ing, and not devoid of pain. I directed a bolus of
five grains of Pulv. Digitalis, and twenty-five of
crude quickfilver rubbed down, with conferve of cy-
nofbat. to be taken at bed-time, and afterwards an
Infufion of red bark and Fol. D\igitalla to be taken
twice a day. ‘There was half an ounce of bark and

half a dram. of the leaves in a pint infufion: the
dofe two ounces.

~ Fhe leg foon began to mend and two pints n{'the
1mfufion finithed the cure.

CASE
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C 4§ 1E XCVIII.

- Septemberosth.. Mr. R At. 60. Com»
plained to me of a ficknefs after eating, and for
fome weeks paft he had thrown up all his food, foon
after he had {wallowed it. He had taken wvarious
medicines, but found benefit from none, and had
tried various kinds of diet. He was now very thin
and weak; but had a good appetite. As feveral
very probable methods had been prefcribed, and as
the ufual fymptoms of organic difeafe were abfent,
[ determined to give him a fpoonful of the Infufion
of Digitalis twice a day; made by digefting two
drams of the dried leaves in halfa pint of cinnamon
water. From the time he began to take this medi-
sine he fuffered no return of his complaint, and
[oon recovered his flefh and his firength.

It fhould be obferved, that I had frequentiy feen
‘he Digitalis remove ficknefs, though prefcnbed for
very different complaints.

clA S BST XOIX.

September goth. Mrs. A ) Lit., 36. Hydrn-

‘horax and anafarca. Her cheft was very confider-
ibly deformed. One half pint of the Digitalis In-
ulion entlrely cured her,

e ‘._- CASE
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G 8nk C.
September 3oth, Mr, Re——, of W——, A, 47.
- Hydrothorax and anafarca. An Infufion of Digita-
lis was direéted, and after the expected effeéts from
that {hould take place, fixty drops of tinéture of
cantharides twice a day. As he was coftive, pills
of aloes and fteel were ordered to be taken occafi-

onally.

This plan fucceeded perfectly., About a month
afterwards he had fome rheumatic affections, which
were removed by guiacum.

G LAk oo iR

Oélober 2d. Mrs. R , ZEt. 6o. Difeafed
vifcera; afcites and anafarca. Had taken wvarious °
deobftruent and diuretic medicines to little purpofe.
The Digitalis brought on a naufea and languor, but
had no effe& on the kidneys.

G A S R st e,

Oélober 12th, Mr. R——, Zt. 41. A publican,
and a hard drinker. His legs and belly greatly
{wollen; appetite gone, countenance yellow, breath
very fhort, and cough troublefome. After a vomit
I gave him calomel, faline draughts, {fteel and bit-
ters, &c. He had taken the more ufual diuretics
before I faw him. As the dropfical fymptoms in-
creafed, I changed his medicines for pills made of

foap
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foap, containing two grains of Pulv. fol. Digital. in
each dofe, and, as he was coftive, two grains of
jallap. He took them twice a day, and in a week
was free from every appearance of dropfy. - 'lhe
jaundice foon afterwards vanifhed, and tonics ref-
tored him to perfect health.

PR CIII.

Odélober 19th. Mr. B , ZEt. 39. Kepta pub-
lic houfe, drank very freely, and became dropfical ;
he -complained alfo of rheumatic pains. I directed
Infufion of Digitalis, half an ounce twice a day.
In eight days the {fwellings in his legs and the ful-

nefls about his ftomach difappeared. His rheumatic
affections were cured by the ufual methods:

S TSE Er OIS

~ O¢lober 22d. Mafter B , Zt. 3. Adcites and
univerfal anafarca. Half a grain of Fol. Digital.
ficcat. given every fix hours, produced no effeé;
probably the medicine was wafted in giving. An
infufion of the dried leaf was then tried, a dram to
four ounces, two tea fpnonﬁ.ﬂs for a dofe; this {foon
increafed the flow of urine to a very great degree
and he got perfeéi.ly well.

CASE CV.

Oﬂabtr gnth Mr. G——, GFW—-——*-- x"’Et 33
' The- gentleman mentioned in No. XLVIL  His
‘complaints and manner of living the fame as_there

mentioned.




72 CirA S ER S8  A783

mentioned. I ordered an Infufion of the Digitalis, ;

a dram and half to half a pint; one dunce to be
taken twice a day; which cured himin a thort time.

On March the 23d, 1784, he {ent for me again.
His complaints were the fame, but he was much
more feeble. On this account I direéted a dram of
the Fol. Digitalis to be infufed for a night in four
ounces of {pirituous cinnamon water, a fpoonful to
be taken every night. This had not a fuflicient ef-
fect; therefore, on the 22d of 4pril, Iordered the
infufion prefcribed two years before, which foon re-
moved his complaints. '

"He died foon afterwards, fairly worn cmt, m his
nmetleth year.

B g - A . O CVI.

November 2d. -Mr. S . Yob B h :
At. 61. Hydrothorax and fwelled legs. Squills
were given for a week in very full dofes, and other
modes of relief attempted; but his breathing be-
came fo bad, his countenance fo livid, his pulfe fo
feeble, and his extremities fo cold, that I was ap-
prehenfive upon my fecond vifit that he had not
twenty-four hours to live. In this fituation I gave
him' the Infufum Digitalis ftronger than ufual, viz.
two drams to eight ounces. Finding himfelf relieved
- by this, he continued to take it, contrary to the di-
reQionsgiven, afterthe diuretic effeéts had appeared.

The
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* The ficknefs which followed was truly alarming;
it continued at intervals for many days, " his pulfe
funk down to forty in a minute, every object ap-
peared green to his eyes, and between the exertions
of reaching he lay in a ftate approaching to fyncope.
The ftrongeft cordials, volatiles, and repeated blif-
ters barely fupported him. At length, however,
he did begin to emerge out of the extreme danger
into which his folly had plunged him; and by ge-
nerous living and tonics, in about two months he
came to enjoy a perfed {tate of health.

g S M CVIL

November 1g9th. Mafter S , ZEt. 8. Afcites
and anafarca. A dram of Fol. Digitalis in a fix
ounce infufion, given in dofes of a fpoonful, effecled
a perfect cure, without producing naufea.

Lata,

The reader will perhaps remark, that fromi the
middle of Fanuary to the firft of May, not a fingle
cafe occurs, and that the amount of cafes is likewife
lefs than in the preceding or enfuing years; to pre-
vent erroneous conjectures or conclufions, it may
be expedient to mention, that the ill ftate ‘of my
own health obliged me to retire from bufinefs for
fome time in the {pring of the year, and-that I did
not perfedly recover until the following fummer,

CASE
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G SR CVIII.

Fanuary 15th.  Mrs. G WEL, gHol e {ref}'r
fat woman; has been dropfical fnce November laft;
‘with fymptoms of difeafed vifcera. Various reme-
dies having been taken without effed, an Infufion
of Digitalis was directed twice a day, with a view
to palliate the more urgent fymptoms. ~She took it
four days ‘without relief, and as her recovery feemed
impolTible it was urged no farther. '

& 7A. sl @ _CIX.

May 1ft. Mrs. D , Zt. 72. A thin wo-
man, with very large'analarcous legs and thighs;
no appetite and general debility. ~After a month'’s
trial of cordials and diuretics of different kinds, the
furgeon who had fcarified her legs apprehended they
would mortify; fhe had very great pain in them,
they were very red and black by places, and ex-
tremely tenfe. It was evident that unlefs the:ten-
fion could be removed, gangrene muft foon enfue.
I therefore gave her Infufum Digitalis, which in-
creafed the fecretion of urine by the following even-
ing, fo that the great tenfion began to abate, and
together with it the pain and infllmmation. She

was fo feeble that I dared not to urge the medicmﬁ 1

further, but fhe occafionally took it at intervals un-
til the time of her dEdth which happened a few'
weeks afterwards.

\T'L ;C A SIE
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0y e e CX.

May 18th. I was defired to prefcribe for Mary
Bowen, a poor girl at Hagley. Her difeafe appeared
to me to be an ovarium dropfy. In other refpedts
fhe was in perfect health. I directed the Digitalis
to be given, and gradually pufhed fo as to affect her
very confiderably. It was done; but the patient
ftill carries her big belly, and is otherwife very
well.

G A SwE CXI.

 Map 25th. Mr. G  ifEte 28, In the laft
ftage of a pulmonary confumption of the fcrophu-
lous kind, took an Infufion of Digitalis, but with-
out any advantage. |

o Al G I

May 31t. Mr. H , At 27. In the laft
ftage of a phthifis pulmonalis became dropfical. He
took half a pint of the Infufum Digitalis in fix days,
but without any fenfible effect.

C AS E CXIL

Fune 3d. Mafter B , of D , ZAt. 6.
With an univerfal anafarca, had an extremely trou-
blefome cough. An opiate was given to quiet the
cough at night, and 2 tea fpoonfuls of Infuf. Digit.
were ordered every fix hours. The dropfy was
prefently removed; but the cough continued, his

fleth
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fleth wafted, his ftrength failed, and fome weeks af-
terwards he died tabid. F .o

CrYaAIS, oty BRITh

June 1gth. _fI'V.Irs. L——, Zt. 28, A dropfyin
the laft {tage of a phthifis. Infufum Digitalis was
tried to no purpofe.. %

o ol L

Fune 2oth. Mrs. H——=, Zt. 46. A ‘DEFY fat,
fhort woman; had fuffered feverely through the laft
winter and fpring from what had been called afthma ;
but for' fome time paft an univerfal anafarca pre-

vailed, and fhe had not lain down for feveral weeks.
After trying vitriolic acid, tincture of canthaudes,,
fquills, &c. without advantage, the took halfa pint
of Infuf. Digitalis in three days. In a week after-
wards the dropfical fymptoms difappeared, her
breath became ealy, her appetite returned, and {he
recovered perfeé’c health. The infufion neithei
nc.caf"cned ficknefs nor purging.

ey (R ey,

Fune 24th. Mrs. B , Zt. 40. 'A puerperal
fever, and fwelled legs and thighs. = The fever not
-yielding to the ufual praice, I directed an Infufion
of Fol. Digitalis. It proved diuretic; the {wellings
fubfided, 'but the fever continueéd, and a few dayu
dftﬁrwards a dmrrhcea coming on, ihe died.

CASE
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G 'S R CXVIL

Fuly 22d. Mr. F , /Et. 48. A firong man,
of a florid complexion, in confequencﬂfnf_ intem-
perance became dropfical, with {ymptoms of dif-
eafed vifcera, great dyfpncea, a very troublefome
cough, -and total lofs of appetite. He took mild
mercurials, pills of foap, rhubarb, and tartar of
vitriol, with foluble tartar and dulcified {pirits of
aitre in barley water. After a reafonable trial of

this plan he took {quill every fix hours, and a fo-
lution of affafetida and gum ammoniac, to eafe hlS
breathing: finding no relief, I gave him chryfials
of tartar with ginger; but his remaining health and
firength daily declined, and he was not at all bene-
fited by the medicines. I was averfe to the ufe of
Digitalis'in this cafe, judging from what I had feen
in fimilar inftances of tenfe fibre, that it would not
a& as a diuretic. I therefore once more direéted
fquill, with decoction of {eneka and fal fod=; but
it was inefficacious. His ftrength being much bro-
ken down, I then ordered gum ammoniac, with
imall dofes of opium, and infufum amarum,  con-
tinuing the fquill at intervals, At length I was
urged to give the Digitalis, and confidering the
cafe as defperate, I agreed to do it. The event
was as I expeted; no increafe in the urine: took
place; and the medicine being ftill continued,. his .
pulfe became flow, and he apparently funk under
- its fedative effects. He was neither purged nor ve-
mited ; and had the Digitalis either been omitted

altg-
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altogether, or fufpended upon its firft effedts upon
the pulfe being obferved, he might perhaps have
exifted a week longer.

C. A S E CXVIIL.

Fuly 26th. Mr. W , of W s Jht. 47.
Phthifis pulmonalis, jaundice, afcites, and fwelled
legs. As it was probable that the only relief I could
give in a cafe fo circumftanced, would be by carry-
ing off the effufed fluids. I tried fquill and fixed
alkaly; and thefe failing, I ordered the Infufum
Digitalis. This had the defired effect, and, I be-
lieve, prolonged his life a few weeks. |

€ A S5 E . TCERIE
Auguft 15th. Mis. 8 , At 6o. Afcites,

anafarca, difeafed vifcera, paucity of urine, and
total lofs of appetite. Thefe complaints had here-
tofore exifted repeatedly, and had been remeved
by deobftruent and diuretic medicines; but in this
attack the fymptoms were fuffered to exift a longer
time and in a greater degree, before afliftance was
fought for. The remedies that ufed to relieve her
were now exhibited to no purpofe. Mild mercuri-
als, foap, rhubarb, and fquill were tried; but the
grew rapidly worfe.  Saline draughts with acetum
feilliticum feemed for a few days to check the pro-
grefs of her complaint, but they foon loft their ef-
fect, and diartheea enfued upon every attempt to
increafe the frequency of the dofe. Draughts with

Infuf. Digital. were then direéted to be taken twice
a day.
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a day. The effe® was a powerful action on the kid-
~ neys, and a reduction of the fwellings, but without
fickiefs. A degree of appetite returned, but fiil
the tendency to diarrhcea exifted, and kept her
weak. Tonic medicines were then tried, but with-
out advantage, and in a month it was neceflary to
have recourfe to the Digitalis again. It was dire®-
ed in a half pint mixture; an ounce to be taken
thrice in twenty-four hours. On the od day, find-
ing her {ymptoms very much relieved, fhe took in
the abfence of her nutfe, necarly a double dofe of
the medicine. The confequence was great ficknefs,
languor continuing for feveral days, and almoft a
total ftop to the fecretion of urine, from the time the
ficknefs commenced.

The cafe now became totally unmanageable in
my hands, and, after a fortmght I was difmiffed,
and another phyfician called in; but the did rmt
long fur‘une

This was not the firft, nor the laft inflance, in which
I have feen too large a dofe of the medicine, defeat
the very purpofe for which it was directed.

o o R CXX..___”

Auguﬁ 2‘1:1 Mis. S——— A, 36,7 Extreﬂié-
faintinefs; anafarcaus Iegs and’ thtghs,_ great diffi-
cuﬁ*y of breathmg, rnublefclme cough, frequent'
chﬂl}r fits fucc‘.eeded by hﬂt {mes, nw‘ht {weats, and
- L te&denl:y L‘D d'anhcﬂa Rpprehen{‘ve that the

more
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more urgent f[ymptoms were caufed by water in the
lungs, I directed an Infufion of Digitalis, with an
ounce of diacodium to the half pint to prevent it
purging, a wine glafs full to be taken every night at
bed-time, and a mixture with confeé. cardiac. and

pulv. ipecac. to- be given in {mall dofes after every
loofe ftool, '

On the fourth day fhe was better in all refpeés ;
had madea large quantity of water and did not purge.
In a few days more fhe loft all her complaints, ex-
cept the cough, which gradually left her, without
any further affiftance.

I was agreeably deceived in the event of this cafe,

for I expedted after the water was removed, to have
had a phthifis to contend with.

SR . W il CXXI.

Augufl 25th. T W , Efq; /Et, s0. A free §

liver, difeafed vifcera, belly very tenfe, and much
fwollen; fluétuation perceptible, but the fwelling
circumicribed; pulfe 132. This gentleman was un-
der the care of my very worthy friend Dr. Afh,
who, having tried various modes of cure to no pur-
pofe, afked me if I thought the Digitalis would
anfwer in this cafe. I replied that it would not,
for I had never feen it effectual where the fwelling
appeared very tenle and circumferibed. It was tried
however, but did not leflen the fwelling. I mention
this cafe, to introduce the above remark, and alfo
; to
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to point out the great effet the Digitalis-has upon
| the adtion of the heart; for the pulfe came down to
06. * He was afterwards tapped, and continued, for-
| fome time under our joint attendance, but the pulfe
never became quicker, nor did the fweiling return.

B SR ER T

September 7th. Mr. L ; Bt 43. After feveral
fevere attacks of ill formed gout, attended for fome
time paft with jaundice and other fymptoms of dif-
eafed vifcera, the confequences of intemperate living,
| was fent to Buxton ; from whence he returned in
| three weeks with afcitesand anafarca. Under this
complicated load of difeafe, I prefcribed repeatedly
without advantage, and at length gave him the Digi-
talis, which carried off the more-obvious {ymptoms
. of dropfy ; but the jaundice, lofs'of appetite, dif-
| cafed vifcera, &c. rendered his recavery impoflible.

1784.
Hat G A SoEn i CGX XTI

February 12th. Mrs. C st st ftrﬂng
{hort woman of a florid ccmplexmn ; complained of:
great fullnefs acrofs the region of the ftomach; thort-
breath, a troublefome cough; lofs of appetite, pau-:
| city of urine; and had a brownith yellow tinge on.
| her fkin and in her eyes.  She dated -thefe com-
| plaints from a fall the had through a trap door about
| the beginning of winter. From the beginning of
January to this tlme, fhe had been repeatedly det
F blood
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blood, had taken calomel purges with jallap ; pills
of foap, rhubarb and calomel ; faline julep with

acet. {cillit. nitrous decoction, garlic, mercury rubbed
down, infus. amarum purg. &c. After the fajlure
of medicines fo powerful, and feemingly fo well
adapted, and during the ufe of which all the {fymp-
toms continued to increafe, it was evident that a
favourable event could not be expeted. However,
I tried the infufum Digitalis, but it did nothing. I
then gave her pills of quickfilver, foap and {fquill,
with decodtion of dandelion, and after fome time,
chryftals of tartar with ginger. Nothing fucceeded
to our wifhes, and the increafe of orthopncea com-
pelled me occafionally to relieve her by draftic
purges, but thefe diminifhed her ftrength, more in
proportion than they relieved her{fymptoms. Tine-
ture of cantharides, fal diureticus and various other
means were occafionally tried, but with. very little
effe, and fhe died towards the end of March,

G A §ROE Y GRXIV:

March 31ft, Mifs W——, At, 6o. Had been
{fubjedt to peripneumonic aEe&tnlls in the winter. -
She had now total lofs of appetite, very great debi-
]at,y, difficult breathing; much cough, a confiderable
degree of expedoration, and a paucity of urine. She -
had been blooded, taken foap, affaf. and {quill,
afterwards affaf. and ammon. with. acet. {cillit. z -
but all her complaints increafing, a blifter was ap- -
plied to her back, and the Digitalis infufion dlreé];ed__ :
to be taken every night. The eflect was an increafed

{ecre-
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{ecretion of urine, a confiderable relief to her breath,
and fome return of appetite ; but foon" afterwards
ihe became he&lc, Apat purulent matter, and died
in a few weeks.

PR ol i e . & a1

April 12th. - Mis. H , of L , Bt 61.
In Decémber laft this Lady, then upon a vifit in Lon-
don, was attacked with' fevere {ymptoms of pe-
ripneumony. : She'was treated as an afthmatic
patient; but finding no relief, fhe made an effort
to return to her home to die. In her way through
this place, thelatter end of December, I was defired
tofee her. By repeated bleedings, blifters, and
other ufual methods, {the was fo far relieved, that
fhe wifhed to remain under my care. After a
while the began to {pit matter and became hetic.
With great difficulty the was kept alive during the
difcharge of theabfcefs, and about the end of March
{he had fwelled legs, and unequivocal fymptoms of
dropfy in the cheft. Other diuretics failing, on the
12th of April I was induced to give her the Digi-
talis in {fmall dofes. The relief was great and effec-
'tu';il_. - After an interval of fifteen days, fome fwel-
lings ftill remaining in the legs, I repeated the
medicine, and with fuch good effe®, that the loft
all her complaints, got a keen appetite, recovered
her ftrength, and about the end of May undertook
a jqur_néy of fifty miles to her own home, where {he
?ﬂl temains in perfect health.

F 2 CASE
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CrUopiiog E - GXXVI ------
April 17th.  Mr. F Et 59 Avery fat

man, and a free liver ; had long been. fubje& to
what was called afthma, pa;tlc;,rlarly in- thf: winter.
For fome weeks paft his Tegs fwelled, he had great
fenfe of fullnefs acrofs his-ftomach 5 a {evere cough ;
total lofs of appetite, thirlt great, wurime fpdring,
his breath fo difficult that he had not lain down in
bed for feveral nights. Calomel, gum ammoniac,
tincture of cantharides, &c. having ‘beerd given in
vain, I ordered two grains of pulv. fol: Bigitalis
made into pills, with aromatic {pecies and fyrup, to
be given every night. On the third day -his urine
was lefs turbid; on the fourth confiderably in-
creafed in quantity, and in ten days more he was
free from all complaints, and: has fince had ne
relapfe.

TG RS s GV EE "o}

May 7th, . Mifs K , /t. 8, After a long
continued ague, became he&m and drapﬁcal Her
belly was very large, and fhe had a total lnfs of ap-
petite. Half a grain of fol. Digital. pulv with 2
gL of merc. alcalis. were ﬂrdered night and mor-
ning, and an infufion of ba.k and rhubarb with {teel
wine to be givemrin the day time. Her belly began
to fubfide in a few days, and fhe was foon reftored
to health. -~ Two other children in the family,
affected nearly in the fame way, had died, from the
arents being perfuaded that an ague in the {pring
was
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was healthful and fhould not be ﬁapped P L e
not hﬂw far Lllf.: recovery in this cafe may be attri-
buted to. the Il}gltalls, but . the child was fo near
dying that I dared.. uqt tru{t to any lefs efficacious
diuretic. 2

g
i

C A~ §% Bib ol GXXVIIL

Fune 13th, Mr, C——, Z&t. 45. A fat man, had
formerly drank hard, but'not latterly : 'laft March
began to complain, of  difhicult breathing, {welled
legs, full belly, but without fluctuation, great thirft;
no. appetite ;. urine thick and foul ; complection
bmw!uﬂl yellow., Mercunal medicines, diuretics
of different kinds, and bitters, had been trying for
the laft three months, but with little advantage. I
directed two grains of the fol, Digital. in powder to
be taken every night, and inful. amar. with tiné.
facr. twicea day. Inthree days the quantity of his
urine increafed, in ten or twelve days all his fymp-
toms difappeared, and he has had no-relapfe.

(2 Al “ERIe PR

- Fune 17th. Mr, N—--m, nf W——r-, At 54.
A large man, of a pale cqmplexmn_ had been fub-
ject to fevere fits of afthma for fome years, but now
worfe than wufual. = The inteymitting pulfe, the
great difturbance from change of pofture, and the
{welled legs induced me to conclude that the exacer-
‘bation of hisold complaint-was occafioned by ferous
effufion. I directed pillswith a grain and half of the

Fig pulv.
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pulv. Digital. to be taken every night, and as hie was
coftive, JaHap made ‘a part of the coniy cﬁtfen"* -He
was alfo directed to take mu{’cardi‘eed ’very' rﬁommg
and a folution of affafetida tivice i the da'jr ~The
effe® of this plan was perfeétly to our withes, and

in a Thort time he recovered his ufual health. About
half a year afterwards he died apopleétic. '

0o - S 05 0. 5
Mary B——. ‘A young wnmarfied woman. Her
difeafe appeated to me a dropfly of the right ovari-
um. She took an infufion of Digitalisj but, as I' ex-
pected with no good effe&t.  She is ftill, I'am
informed, nearly in the fame ftate. g !

CACs "Ry GRRET

Fulp 10th. Mrs. A gt C y Zt. 56,
After a feries of indifpofitions for feveral years,
became dropfical ; and had long been confined to
her chamber, unable to lie down or to walk. She
was fo feeble, her legs fo much {welled, her breath
fo thort, and the {ymptoms of difeafed vifcera fo
ftrong, that 1 dared not to entertain hopes.of a cure;
but withing to relieve her more urgent fymptoms,
directed quickfilver' rubbed- down and fol. Digital.
pulv. 'to behade into pills : the dofe, containing
fwo grains of tlie'latter, to be given might and
orning. | Slé was alfo ordered to take a draught
with a drani‘ef ®ther twice a day, and to have fca-
pulary iffues. ® Her breath was fo much relieved,
that
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that the was able foon afterwards to come down
ftairs ; but her conftitution was too much broken to
admit of a ITECOVETY.

GRS - O CXXXIIL

Fuly 16th. Mr. B , of W y CARE o
After a tertian ague of 12 months continuation, fuf-
fered great indifpofition for 10 months more. He
chiefly complained of great ftraitnefs and pain in
the hypochondriac region, very fhort breath,
{welled legs, want of appetite. He had been under
the care of fome very fenfible pradtitioners, but his
complaints increafed, and he determined to come to
Birmingham. I found him fupported upright in
his chair, by pillows, every attempt to lean back
or ftoop forward giving him the fenfation of inftanta-
neous fuffocation. He faid he had not been in bed
for many weeks. His countenance was funk and
pale 5 his lips livid ; his belly, thighs and legs
very greatly {wollen ; hands and feet cold, the
nails almoft black, pulle 1060 tremulous beatsin a
minute, but the pulfation in the carcfid arteries
was fuch as to be vifible to the eye, and to
{hake his head fo that he could not hold it fiill.
His thirft was very great, hisurine fmall in quantity,
and he was difpofed to purge. I immediately
ordered a fpoonful of the infufum Digitalis every
fix hours, with a fmall quantity of laudanum, to
prevent its running oft by ftool, and decodtion of
Jeontodon taraxacum to allay his thirft. The next
d‘ay he began to make water freely, and could

allow
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allow of being put into bed, but was raifed high
.with pillows. Omit the infufion. That night he .
parted with fix quarts of water, and the next night
‘could lie down and flept comfortably.  Fuly 214t.
he took a mild mercurial bolus. On thel2xsth. the
diuretic effects of the Digitalis having nearly ceafed,
he was ordered to take three grains of ‘the pulv.
Digital. night and morning, for five days, anda
draught with half an eunce of vin. chalyb. twice a
day. Auguft 15th. He took a purge of calomel and
jallap, and fome {welling {till remaining in his legs,
the Digitalis infufion was repeated.. - The water
having been thus entirely evacuated, he was ot-
dered faline draughts with acetum fcilliticam and
pills of falt of {teel and extraét of gentian. About
a month after this, he returned home perfectly well.

g8 E S CXXT

Fuly 28th. Mr. A of W , ZEt. 29, be-
came dropfical towards the clofe of a pulm’oﬂar?
confumption. He was ordered 12 grains'of pulv.
fol. cicute and 1 of Digitalis twice a day. No re-
markable effect took place.

QA § B OXRXIV..

Fuly 31. Mr. M , it g g Hyd_r'l:;thﬂra-xl.
A fingle grain of fol. Digital. pulv. taken every
night for three weeks cured him. The medicine
never made him fick, but increafed his urine, which
became clear ; whereas before it had been high co-
loured and turbid. |

CASE
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Auguft 6th. Mr. C of B gudit. ‘49,
Afthma and 2nafarca, the confequence of free liv-
ing. He had been for fome time under the care of
an eminent phyfician of this place, but his com-
plaints proving unufually obftinate, he confulted
me, I diredted an infufion of Digitalis to be taken
every night, and a mixture with {quill and tincture
of cantharides twice every day. In about a week
he became better, and continued daily mending.
He has fince enjoyed perfect health, having quitted
a line of bufinefs which expofed him to drink too
much. '

X SV E L ORI

Auguft 6th. Mr. M of C——, At. 44. Afcites
and anafarca, preceded by fymptoms of the epileptic
kind.. He was ordered to take two grains of pulv.
Digitalis every morning,- and three every might ;
likewife a faline draught with {yrup of fquills, every
day at noon, - His complaints foon yielded to this
treatment, but in the month of November following
he relapfed, and again afked my advice. The Digi-
talis alone was now prefcribed, which proved as effi-
cacious as in_the firft trial.” He then took bitters
twice a day, and vitriolic acid night and morning,

€ind now eﬁjuys good health.

Before the Digitalis was prefcribed, he had taken
jallap purges, foluble tartar, falt of fteel, vitriol of

copper, &c.
3 CASE
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Auguft 10th, Mrs. W , Ft. 55.  An ana-
farcous leg, and {ciatica ; full babit. After bleed-
ing and a purge, a blifter was applied in the man~
ner recommended by Cotunnius ; and two grains
of fol. Digital. with fifteen of fol. clcufa‘; were di-
rected to be taken night and morning. The medi-
cine acted only as a diuretic ; the pain and fweﬂmﬂ-‘r

of the limb gradua]ly abated ; and I have not heard
of any return.

f
I muft here bear witnefs to the efficacy of Co-
tunnius’s method of bliftering in the {ciatica, having
ufed it in a great number of cafes, and generally
with fuccefs.

C PR S 210 R RV

Augujt 16th. Mrs. A of S , ZBt. 78.
About the middle of Summer began to complain of
fhort breath, great debility, and lofs of appetite. At
this time there were evident marks of effufion in the
thorax, and fome fwelling in the legs.. The ad-
vanced age, the weaknefs, and other circumf{tances
of this patient, precluded every idea of her recovery;
but fomething was to be attempted. Squills and
other remedies had been tried ; I therefore dire@®ed
pills with two or three grains of the pulv. Digitalis
to be taken every night for fix nights, and a faline
‘draught with forty drops of acetum fcillit. twice in
the day. She took but few of the draughts, feldom

more
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more than half-one dt a time, for they purged her,
and fhe difliked them. ‘The pills {he took regularly,
and with the happieft effe®, for fhe could lie down,
her breath was very much relieved, and a degree of
appetite returned. Sept. 4th, fome return of her
fymptoms demanded the further ufe of diuretics.
I was afraid to puth the Digitalis in fo ‘hazardous a
{ubjed, and therefore directed tinct. amara with tiné.
canthar. and pills of {quill, feneka, falt of tartar and
gum ammoniac. Thefe medicines did not at all
check the progrefs of the difeafe, and on the 26th
it becan®e neceffary to give the Digitalis again. The
pills were therefore repeated as before, and infuf.
~amarum with fixed alkaly ordered to be taken twice
a day. The event was as favorable as before ; and
from this time fhe had no confiderable return of
dropfy, but languilhed under various namelefs
fymptoms, until the middle or end of November.

GEA" S ENEXTRY

Aug. 16th.  Mrs. P— of S ,'2t, 5o. For
- a particular account of this patient, fee Mr. Yonge’s
fecond Cafe.

i3 A R oy T
Sept. 20th, B B , Efq. A true fpafmodic

afthma of many years continuance. After every
method of relief had failed; both under my manage-
ment, and al{o under the dire@ion of feveral of the
ableft phyficians of this kingdom; 1 was induced to

' - give
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give him an infufion of the Digitalis.) It] was conti-
nued until naufea came Gn;_’]::yl,t prﬂqmﬁed no relief. .

Cus: Koo E CXLI

Oclober r'th Mr. R &‘.L. 43. (T!n: jm.fz.-:uﬁ
mentioned al No. 102.) He had purfued his former
mode of llfe and had now a return of his com-
plaints, with evident marks of difeafed "-}"’IfCEIEl. His
‘belly not Very large, but uncc}mmﬂniy tenfe. From
this circumftance I did not expe& the ! ngitalns to
fucceed, and therefore tried for fome time to re-
lieve him bv the faline julep, with acet fcillitic.
jallap, mu_ercury., fyrup of Iquill, with aq. -:in'nalf;:.;lé-'
codtion of 'Dandelion,  &c.; but thefe being admi-
niftered -without advantage, I was driven to 'tHé'
Digitalis. As he was v cry weak and much emaci-
atﬁd I only gave two rr.;.ms mgnt and morning for
Sve days. - As no increale of urine toak place, I
ufed: alkaline fale with tinét. 1::1111_ harides =T his
proving equally unfuccefsful, of the’ 18th; I directed
two ounces-of the infufum Digitalis night and mor-
ning.  Lhis was continued ,uptil naufea took: place,
but the kldﬂﬂ}r fecretion was not increafed. , Squill
with opium, deobliruents of di Herent kinds, fubli-
mate folution, fixed alkaly, tobacco infufion, were
now  fucceffively tried, but with ‘the fame want of
duccefs. . The fullnefs of his bellv made it neneffar}'
totap him, and by repeating this operation ke
continued alive to the end of the year.




rgl A-{‘s E 'S -84 .. g9

Fiyit
v

A 5. B S

Odélober lqth Ml: R , of B———, /t. 47.
Suppoled Afthma, of eighteen months duration. She
had kept her room for four menths, and could not
lie down without great difturbance; was very tlgili,
and Had tu!:ntally loft all inclination for food. She
was directed ‘to take two gr. of puly. fol. Digital.
night and morning for five days, ard infafum ama-
rum, at.the hours of eleven and five.. In the courfe
of a week fhe was much relieved, and could remain
" in bed all might. Aftéra few days interval fhe. took
the Digitalis.for five days more, and was foon after
that well enough tn“.mme .down ftairs and condudt
her famxl}r aﬁfmm

In April 1;:85, fhe had a flight return, but not
fich as to confine her to her chamber. ~ She expe-
rienced fhé fame relief from the fame medicine, but
continuing it for feven days without mterruptmn it
cxmted naufea.

P s SR e

_ Oflober 28th. Mr. A ,- fubjeé to nephritis

calculofa : - After an attack of that kind, had {till a
troublefome {enfe of weight abouthis loins, nowand
thén rifing to pain, and a degree of ‘dyfuria, toge-
ther with a want of appetite, ‘Thefe {ymptoms not
readily yielding to the ufual methods of treatment,
I diredted an infufion of Digitalis. The fourth dofe
: caufed
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caufed a copious flow of urine ; the fixth made him
fick, and he was more or. lefs fick at times for three
days ; but felt no more of his complaints.

I don't believe it is at all neceffary to bring on
ficknefs in thefe cafes, but an unexpeded abfence
from town- prevented me from feeing him time
enough to ftop the exhibition of the medicine.

g A ie " g AR

October 31ft. Mis. C , of W= Et 5}'
Afthma, and very thick hard legs of lontr continu-
ance. The laft month or two her breath wc-rfﬂ than
ufual, her belly fwollen, her thighs anafarcous, and
her urine in fmall quantity. After trying garlic,
{quill, and purgatives without advantage, I dire@ed
the Digital Infuf. After taking about five ounces,
her urine from thick and turbid, changed to clear
and amber coloured, its quantity confi clerabl}r in- -
creafed, and her breathing eafy. Contrary to my
orders, but 1mpeﬂcd by the relief the had found,
{he finifhed the remaining three ounces of the in-
fufion, which made her very fick, and the free flow
of urine immediately ceafed. =No medicine was -
adminiftered for a fortnight, during which time her
complaints increafed. I then direéted an infufjon
of tobacco, which affe&ted her head, but did not
increafe her urine. She had recourfe again to the -
Digitalis infufion, which once more removed the
fulnefs of the belly, reduced the fwellings of her
thighs, and relieved her breath, but had no effeét

upon her legs.

CASE
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A CXLV.

Nov. ad. les B of C LBt 22. A very
evident fluGtuation in the abdomen, which was
confiderably diftended, whilft the reft of her frame
was greatly emaciated. The prefence of cough, hec-
tic fever, and other circumftances, made it probable
that this apparent alcites was caufed by a purulent,
and not a watery effufion. However it was poffible
I might be miftaken ; the Digitalis was therefore
given, but without any advantage.

' The further progrefs of the difeafe confirmed tﬂyr
firlt opinion, and the died confumptive.

@ Sl WS -B CXLVI.

Nov. 4th. Mr. P of M——, &t. 40. Subje&
to troublefome nephritic complaints, and afterthe laft
attack did not recover, or void the grav&ﬂy;oncﬁ:ﬂ ons
asufual, a fenfe of weight acrofs his loins continuing
very troublefome. The ufual medicines failing to
relieve him, I ordered four grains of pulv. Digital.
to be taken every other night for a week, and fif-
teen grains of mild fixed vegetable alkaly to be fwal-
lowed twice a day in barley water. He foon loft all
his complaints ; but we muft not in this cafe too
haftily attribute the cure to the Digitalis, as the al-
kaly has alfo been found a very ufeful medicine i in
fimilar d1f0r_de:s.

CASE



. ]

g6 G M 5 A 450 & ‘1B

G RSB IR

Nov. 4th. Mr. B of N , At. 6o. Had
been much fubjed to gout, but his conftitution be-
ing at length unable to form regular fits, he became
dropfical. Pulv. fol. Digital. in dofes of two or three
grains, at bed-time, gave him fome relief, but did
not perfectly empty him. About three months af-
_terwards he had occafion to take it again ; but it
- then produced no effe®, and he was fo deblhtated -
that it was not urged further.

CogiBen S B sty JCGRISMIL

Nov. 8th. Mr.G .EEL 35. In the laﬁ ftage
of a phthifis pulmonalis, - was attacked with a moft
urgent and painful difficulty of breathing. Sufpedt-
ing this diftrefs might arife from watery effufion in
the cheft, I gave him Digitalis, which relieved him
confiderably ; and during the remainder of his life"
his breath never became fo bad again.

CUAC SRS, SEEETY

Nov. 13th. Mrs. A of W h——, Zt.
68. OnE: of thofe rare cafes in which no arine 1is
fecreted. It proved as refradtory as ufual to reme-
dies, and not having ever fucceeded in the cure of
this difeafe; I determined to try the Digitalis. * It
was given' in infufion; and, aftera few dofes, the
fecretion of a {mall quantity of urine feemed to juf-
tlfy the attempt.. . The next day, however, the fe-

cretmn
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cretion ceafed, nor could it be excited again, tho’
at laft the medicine was pufhed fo as to occafion
ficknefs, which continued at intervals for three
days.

taae S Rl ow Gl

Nov. 2oth. Mrs. B , Zt. 28. In the laft
ftage of a pulmonary confumption became dropfi-
cal. I directed three grains of the pulv. Digital. to
be taken daily, one in the morning, and two at

night. She took twenty grains without any fenfi-
ble; effecdt, |

G RG-S CE CLI.

Nov. 23d. Mafter W——, At. 7. Suppofed
hydrocephalus internus. A grain of pulv. fol. Di-
gitalis was direted night and morning. After
three days, no fenfible effe@ts taking place, it was
omitted, and the mercurial plan of treatment
adopted. The child lived near five months after-
wards. Upon diffe®ion near four ounces of water
were found in the ventricles of the brain.

CF X 'S E CLII.

. Nov. 26th,  Mrs. W , f&t. 65. I hadat-
tended this lady laft winter in a very fevere perip- -
neumony, from which fhe narrowly efcaped with
her life. When the cold feafon advanced this win-
ter, {he perceived a difficultyin breathing, which gra-

dually became more and more troublefome. I found
G her
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her much harraffed by a cough, which occafioned her
to expectorate a little: the leaft motion increafed her
dyfpneea; fhe could not lie down inbed; her legs
were confiderably {welled, her urine fmall in quan-
tity. I directed two grains of pulv. Digitalis made
into a pill with gum ammoniac, to be taken every
night, and to promote expectoration, a fquill mix-
ture twice in the day. Her urine in five days be-
came clear and copious, and in a fortnight more fhe
loft all her complaints, except a cough, for which
{he took the lac ammoniacum. | ;

It is not improbable that the fquill might have
fome fhare in this cure.

G A SR CLIII.

December 7th. Mr. H——, ZAt. 42. A large
fat man, very {ubjeét to gravelly complaints. Af-
ter an attack in the ufual manner, continued to feel
numbnefs in his lower limbs, and a fenfe of weight
acrofs his loins.  I' directed infufum Digitalis to be
given every {ix hours.. Six ounces made him fick,
and he took nc more. The next day his urine in-
creafed, a good deal of fand pafled with it, and he™
loft his difagreeable feels, but the ficknefs did not
entirely ceafe before the fourth day from its com-

mencement.

CASE
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T CLIV.

December 29th. Mr. B of H 3 Ll B,
Symptoms of hydrotherax, at firft obfcurely, after-
wards more diftinétly marked. Many things were
tried, but the fquill alone gave relief. At length
this failed. About the thitd month of the difeafe,
a grain of pulv. Digital. was ordered to be taken
night and morning. This produced the happieft
‘effeéts. In March following he had fome flight
fymptoms of relapfe, which were foon removed by
the fame medicine, and he now enjoys good health.
For a more particular narrative {fee cafe the firft,
communicated by Mr. Yonge.

G AS el

December 31ft. Mis. B , of K y AL GO
An ovarium droply of long continuance. She took
three grains of pulv. Digital. every night at bed
time, for a fortnight, but without any effe&.

@ S E CLVI.

. poor man in this town, after his kidneys had
ceafed to fecrete urine for feveral days, was feized -
with hickup, fitsof vomiting, and tranfient delirium,
After examination I was fatisfied the difeafe was
the fame asthat mentioned at CXLIX. A very expe-
rienced apothecary having tried various methods to
relieve him, I defpaired of any fuccefs, but deter-
mined to try the Digitalis. It was accordingly given

G2 in
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in infufion, At firft it checked the vomitings, but
did not occafion any {ecretion of urine.

178 5.

The cafes which have occurred tomein the courfe
of this year, are numerous ; but as the events of
fome of them are not yet fufficiently afcertained, I
think it better to withhold them at prefent.

HOSPITAL
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HOSPITAL CASES,

Under the Direétion of the Author.

THE four following cafes were drawn out at my
" requeft by Mr. Cha. Hinchley, late apothecary
to the Birmingham Hofpital. They are all the
Hofpital cafes for which the Digitalis was prefcribed
by me, whilft he continued in that office.

GLASSYE" GEVIE

Marck 15th, 1780. John Butler, &t. 3z0.
Afthma and {welled legs. He was direfted to take
myrrh and fteel every day, and three {poonfuls of
infufum Digitalis every night. On the 8th of April
he was difcharged, cured of the fwellings and fome-
thing relieved of his afthmatic affections.

C.A'S B  »CLVIL

November 18th, 1780. Henry Warren, Zt. 6o.
This man had a general anafarca and afcites, and
was moreover fo afthmatic, that, neither being able
to fit in a chair nor lie in bed, he was obliged con-
ftantly to walk about, or to lean forward againft a
window or table. You prefcribed for him thus.

G 3 R. Aq.
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R. Aq. cinn. {pt. Ziv.
Oxymel. fcillit.
Syr. {cillit, aa. 31, m..cap, cochlear. larg. fexta

quaque hora.

This medicine producing no increafed difcharge
of urine, on the 25th you ordered the infufion of
Digitalis, two fpoonfuls every four hours. After
taking this for thirty fix hours, his urine was dif-
charged in very great quantity ; his breath became
ealy, and the fwéllings difappeared in a few days,
though he took no more of the medicine. On the
od of December he was ordered myrrh and lac am-
moniacum, which he continued until the 23d, when
he was difcharged cured, and is now in good health.

P A_' & B a CLIXG

" November 3d,. 1781. Mary Crockett, Zt. 4o.
Aﬂ:ltes and univerfal anafarca, “For one week fhe
m{}k fal. dlureacus and tincture of canthandes, but.
without advamage On the 1oth you direéted the
infufion of Digitalis, a dram and half to half a pint,
an ounce to be taken every fourth hour: Béfore
this quantity was quite finithed, the urine began to
be difcharged very copioully. ‘The medicine was
then ftopped as you had diredted. On the 15th,
being coltive, fhe took a jallap purg and on the
24th {he was difcharged cured.

s S e CLX.

March 16th, 1782, Mary Bird, Zt, 611 Gre,at-

fullnefs about the ftomach ; difeafed liver, and ana-
farcous
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farcous legs and thighs. For the firft week fquill

was tried in more forms than one, but without ad-
vantage. On the 22d the began with the Digitalis,
which prefently removed all the fwelling.

She was then put upon the ufe of aperient medi-
cines and tonics, and on the firft of Adugufl was dil-

charged perfeétly cured.

The three following Cafes were drawn up and com-
municated to me by Mr. Bﬁ}rley’, who fucceeded
Mzr. Hinchley as apothecary to the Hofpital at
Birmingham:
Dear Sir, Shiffnal, April 26th, 1785.

DURING my refidence in the
Birm@ngham General Hofpital, I had frequent op-
portunities of feeing the great effects of the Digitalis
in droply. As the exhibition of it was in the fol-
lowing inftances immediately under your own di-
redtion, I have drawn them up for yourinfpeétion,
previous to your publilhing upon that excellent
diuretic. Of its efhicacy in droply I have confide-
rable evidence in my poffellion, but confider my-
felf not at liberty to fend you any other cafes ex-
cept thofe you had yourfelf the conduét of. The
Digitalis is a very valuable acquifition to medicine;
and, I truft, it will ceafe to be dreaded when it is
well underftoed. :
I am, Siry your obedient,
And very humble fervant,
Wi BA'Y EEY.
CASE
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G A B e ST BT

Mary Hollis, aged 62, was admitted an out pa-
tient of the Birmingham General Hofpital February
12th, 1784, labouring under all the effeéts of hy-
drothorax; her dread of fuffocation during fleep
was {o great, that fhe always repofed in an elbow
chair. She was directed to take two grains of Di-
gitalis in powder every night and morning, and for
a few days found great relief; but, on the eighth
day, as the had complained of ficknefs, and had
been confiderably purged, {he was ordered to defift
taking any more of her powders. On the 14th day
fhe was ordered an ounce of the following infufion
twice in a day: R. Fol. Digital. purp. ficc. 3ifs. aq.
bullient. 1bfs. digere per femi-horam, colaturz adde
tin®. aromatic 3i. This infufion did not purge,
but fometimes excited naufea, though not fufficient
to prevent her from continuing its ufe. She grew
gradually better, and on the 6th of May was dif-
charged perfe@tly cured. The ditretic effects of the
Digitalis were in this inftance immediate.

ok Gl R CLXII.

Edward James, ZAt. 21. Admitted Marck 2oth,
1784. Complained of great difficulty of breath-
ing, pain in his head, and tightnefs about the fto-
mach, with g trifling {welling of his legs. Ordered
pil. fcillit. Bi. ter de die. On the third day his legs
much more fwelled, his breathing more difficult,
and in every refpedt worfe; his pulfe very fmall

; and
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and quick, complained when he turned in bed, of
fomething like water rolling from one fide of the
thorax to the other. A remarkable bluenefs about
the mouth and eyes, and purged confiderably from
the pil. fcill. Ordered to omit the pills and to
take 3i. of infuf. Digitalis every eight hours; the
proportion 3ifs. to eight ounces of water and. 3i. of
aq. n. m. {p.—7th Day, The infufion had neither
purged, nor vomited him: he only complained once
or twice of giddinefs. His belly was now very hard,
rather black on the right fide the navel, and his legs
amazingly fwelled. -Ordered a bolus with rhubarb
and calomel, to be taken in the morning, and 311
_]ulela falin. cum tinct. canthar. gutt. forty ter die.
—12th Day, nearly in the fame fiate, except his
breathing which was fomewhat more difficult; being
now obliged to have his head confiderably raifed.
Perfiftat—From this day to the 32d day he became
hourly worfe. His belly which at firft was only
hard, now evidently cantained a large quantity of
water, his legs were more {welled, and a large {pha-
celated fore appeared upon each outer ancle. Re-
fpiration was fomuch obftructed, that he was obliged
to fit quite upright to prevent fuffocation. He made
very little water, not more than eight ounces in a
day and a night, and wasmuch emaciated. Ordered
his: purging bolus again, and Zii. of a mixture with
fal diuretic. %fs. to Zxii. three times in a day, and
a poultice with ale grounds to his legs.

5 _;*h day. To this permd there was not the leaft
provability of his exifting 5 his legs and thighs were
one
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one continued blubber, his thorax quite flat, and
his belly fo large that it meafured within one inch
as much as a woman's in this Hofpital the day {he
was tapped, and from whom twenty feven pounds
of coagulable lymph were taken. He made about
three ounces of water in twenty-four hours: his
penis and fcrotum were aftonithingly fwelled, and
no difcharge from the fores upon his legs. Ordered
to take a pill with two grains of powdered Fox-glove
night and momning. For a few days no fenfible
effect, but about the 6oth day he complained of
being continually giddy, and had fome little pain
in his ftomach. He now made much more water,
and dared to fleep. His appetite which through the
whole of his ilinefs had been very bad, wasaifo bet-
ter. 06th day. Breathing very much relieved, the
quantity of water he made was three chamber pots
fuil in a day and a night, each pot containing two
quartsand four ounces, moderately full. Ordered
to continue his pills, and his legs which were very
flabby, tobe rolled.

6gth day. His belly nearlyreduced to its natural
fize, {till made a prodigious quantity of water, his
appetite: very good, habit of bedy rather lax, and
his complexion ruddy. On the 2d of Fune, being
{till rather weak, he was ordered decodl. cort. gii.
ter de die; and on the 12th was difcharged from
this Hofpital perfectly cured.

W. BAYLEY. .
Mr,
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Mr. Bayley's refpedtful compliments to Dodtor
Withering: he fends the cafe of Edward James,
which he believes is pretty corre@t. He. la-
ments not having it in his power to fend the
meafure of his belly, having unfortunately

“miflaid the tape: he heard from James yefter-
day, and he is perfectly well.

General Hofpital, Auguft 5, 1784.

Dkl St g CLXIII.
On the 26th February, 1785, Sarah Ford, aged

42, was admitted an out-patient of the Birming-
ham General Hofpital : {he complained of confide-
rable pain in her cheft, and great ditficulty of
breathing, her face was much f{welled and her
thighs and legs were anafarcous. She had extreme
ditficulty in making water, and with many painful
efforts the did not void more than f{ix ocunces in
twenty-four hours. She had been in this fituation
about fix weeks, during which time fhe had taken
ammoniacum, olibanum, and large quantities of
fquills, without any other etfeét than frequent fick-
nefs. Upon her commencing an Hofpital patient,
the following medicine was exiibited. R. gum am-
moniac zii. pulv. fol. Digital. purp. gii. fp. lavand.
comp. ut fiat pil. g40. cap. ii. no®te maneque. She
continued the ufe of thefe pills for a few days, with-
out any fenfible effect. On the eighth day her
- breathing was much relieved, -her legs and
thighs were not fo much fwelled, and in ' day and

. a night

W
%

i
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a night fhe made five pints of water. By the 12th
day her legs and thighs were nearly reduced to their
natural fize. She continued to make water in large
quantities, and had loft her pain in the thorax. To
the 2oth of March, {he made rapid advances towards
health, when not a fymptom of difeafe remaining,
fhe was difcharged.

COMMU-
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COMMUNICATIONS

FROM CORRESPONDENTS.

London, Norfolk-fireet,
May 31ft, 178s.

_ Sik,

I H A D the favour of your letter laft week;
‘and I fhall be very happy if I can give you any
intelligence relating to the Foxglove, that can an-
fwer the purpofe in which you are fo laudably en-
gaged.

It is true that my brother, the late Dr. Cawley,
was greatly relieved, and his life, perhaps, pro-
longed for a year, by a decoction of the Foxglove
root; but why it had not a more lafting effed, it is
neceflary I thould tell you that he had all the figns
of a diftempered vifcera, long before any watery
{wellings appeared; it was manifeft that his dropfy
was merely fymptomatic,and he could therefore on-
ly from time to time have any relief from medi-
cine. In the year 1776, he returned from Lon-
don to Oxon. having confulted feveral phyficians
at the former place, and‘Dr. Vivian at the latter,
but without any fuccefs; and he was then told of
a carpenter at Oxon. that had been cured of a
Hydrops pe&oris by the Foxglove root, and as he

‘ was
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was a younger, and in other refpeéts an healthy
man, his cure, I believe, remains a perfect one.

I did not attend my brother whilft he took the
medicine, and therefore I cannot fpeak precifely to
the operation of it; but I rgmemher, by his let-
ters, that he was dreadfully fick and ill for feveral
days before the fecretion of urine came on, but
which ‘it did do to a great degree; relieved his
breath, dnd greatly leffened the fwelling in his legs
and thighs; but the two inftances I have lately feen
in this part of the world, are much ftronger proofs
of the efficacy of it than my brother’s cafe.

I am, &g,

ROBERT CAWLEY.

N. B. Whenever I have another opportunity of
giving the Foxglove, it fhall be in fmall dofes:—
In whieh I {hould hope it might fuceed, although it
might be more flowly, If you fhould try it with
fuccefs, I thould be glad to know what mode you
made ufe of.

Dr. Cawley's prefeription.

R, Rad. Digital. purpur. ficcat, et contuf, Zii,
Cogue ex aq. font. ibii. ad bi. colat, liquer,
adde ag. junip. comp. Zii.
Mell. angic 3i. m, fumat cochl. iv. omni
node h, {. et mane,

I have
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—1I have elfewhere remarked, that when the Di-
gitalis has been properly given, and the diuretic ef-
effects produced, that an accidental over-dofe bring-
ing on ficknefs, has {topped the fecretion of urine.
In the prefent inftance it likewife appears, that vi-
olent ficknefs may be excited, and continue for fe-
veral days without being accompanied by a flow of
urine; and it is probable that the latter circum-
ftance did not take place, until the feverity of the
former abated. If Dr. Cawley had not had a con-
{titution very retentive of life, I think he muft
have died from the enormous dofes he took; and
he probably would have died previous to the aug-
mentation of the urinary difcharge. For if the
roct from which his medicine was prepared, was
gathered in its active ftate, he did not take at each
dofe lefs than fwelve times the quantity a ftrong man
ought to have taken. Shall we wonder then that
patients refufe to repeat fuch a medicine, and that
practitioners tremble to preferibe it? Were any of
the adtive and powerful medicines in daily ufe to
be given in dofes twelve times greater than they are,
and thefe dofes to be repeated without atttention to
the effects, would not the patients die, and the
medicines be condemned as dangerous and deleteri-
ous?—VYet fuch has been the fate of Foxglove!

A Letter
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‘A Letter to the Author, from Mr. Bobpkn,
Surgeon, at Brofeley, in Shropfhire.

Dear S1r, Brofeley, 25th May, 178s.

HAVE inclofed the prefcriptions that contained
the fol. Digital. which I gave to Thomas Cooke and
Thomas Roberts.

Thomas Cooke, Zt. 4g, had been ill about two
or three weeks. When I faw-him he had no appe-
tite, and a conftant thirft : a fullnefs and load in
the flomach: the thighs, legs and hands, much
{well'd, and the face and throat in a morning ; was
coftive, and made but little water, which was high
coloured ; the pulfe very weak, and his breath ex- -
ceeding bad. Fune 17th. R. Argent. viv 3i. conf.
cynofbat. 5ii. fol. Digital. pulv. gr. xv. f. pil. xxiv.
capt. ii. omni nocle hord decubitus. . He was like-
wife purged by a bolus of argent. viv. jallap, Digit.
elaterium and calomel, which was repeated on the
fourth day, to the third time. = From ¥une 17th to
the 2gth, the fymptoms were moftly removed,
making water freely, and having plenty of {tools ;
in a week after he was perfectly well, and remains
{o ever fince. The cure was finifhed by fieel and
* bitters.

Thomas Roberts, Ait. 40, had a deformed cheft,
was obliged to be almoft in an erect pofture when
in bed ; the other fymptoms were nearly the fame
as Cooke's. = Auguft ad. The pills prefcribed Fune

; 17th
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17th for Cooke. 17th. A purging bolus of jalap:

and Digitalis, once a week. He continued the me-
dicines till the latter end of Augu/l, when he got
very well; but the complaint returned in _}’cm. worle

“than before. He is now much better, but I have great
reafon to believe the liver to be difeafed.

I am, with the greatelt refped, |

~ Your very obliged humble fervant,

DANIEL BODEN,

P, 8> The fec_,ﬂnd patient, on his relapfe, took
Digitalis again, combined with other things.

CASE communicated by Mr. CAUSER,
Surgeon, at Stourbridge, Worcefterfhire.

Mr. P of H M , in the parilfh of
Kingfwinford, aged about 6o ; had been a firong
healthy, robuil, corpulent man ; worked hard early
in life at edge-tool making, and drank freely of
ftrong malt liquor ; for many years had been fub-
jeét to gout in the extremities ; for a few years paft
had been very afthmatic, and the gout in the ex-
tremities gradually decreafed. When I firft faw
him, which was Sepe. 12, 1779, his legs were ana-
farcous, his belly much {welled, and an evident fluc-
tuation of water. His breathing very bad, an irre-
gular pulfe, and unable to lie down. His eafieft

| H ] pofture
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pofture was ftanding with his body leaning over a
chair, in which fituation he would continue many
hours together, labouring for breath, with the fweat
trickling down his face very profufely ; the urine
in very fmall quantity. Diuretics of every.kind I
could think of were ufed with very little or no ad-
vantage. Blifters applied to the legs relieved very
confiderably for a time, but by no means could I
increafe the urinary difcharge. Warm ftomachic
medicines were given, and at the fame time fina-
pifms applied to the feet, in hopes of enticing gout
to the extremities, but without any good effeét.—
November 22d. The fwelling confiderably increafing,
an emetic of acet. {cillitic. was given, which aéted
very violently, and increafed the urinary difcharge
confiderably. He continued better and worfe, ufing
different kinds of diuretic and expectorating medi-
cines until September 1781, when the difeafe was fo
much worfe, I did not expeé he could live many
days. The acet. fcillitic. was repeated, a table
fpoonful every half hour, till it acted brifkly up-
wards and downwards; but without increafing the
urinary difcharge.—On the r7th of September 1 in-
fafed ziii. of the fol. Digitalis in 3vi. of boiling
water, for four hours; then firained it, and added -
%1, of tinét. aromatica.—On the 18th he began by
taking one {poonful, which he was to repeat every
lialf hour, till it made him very fick, unlefs giddi-
nefs, lofs of fight, or any other difgreeable effect
took place. I had never given the medicine before,
aiid had prepared him to expeé the operation to
be very fevere, I faw him again on the 21ft; he

ora | had
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had taken the medicine regularly, till the whole
quantity was confumed, without perceiving the leaft
effect of any kind from it, and continued well till
the evening of t_he following day, when a
little ficknefs took place, which increafed, but
never {o as to occafion either vomiting or purging,
but a furprifing difcharge of urine. The faliva in-
creafed {o as to run out of his mouth, and a watery
difcharge from his eyes; thefe difcharges continued,
with a continual ficknefs, till the fwelling was to-
tally gone, which happened in three or four days.
He afterwards took fteel and bitters; and continu-
ed very cnnifc:rt'abl}r, without any return of his
dropfy, until the the 7th of 4pril 1782, when he
was {eized with an epidemic cough, which was very
frequent with us at that time. His {wellings now
returned very rapidly, with the greateft dilficulty
in breathing, and he died in a few days. Blifters

and expedtorating medicines were ufed on this laft
return,

Extfaét of a Letter fmni Mr. CAUSER. -

Mrs. S , the fubje& of the following Cafe,
was as ill as it is poflible for woman to be and reco-
ver ; from the inefficacy of the medicines ufed, I
am convinced no medicine would have faved her
- but the Digitalis. I never faw fo bad a cafe reco-
vered; and it Thews, that in the moft reduced fate
of body, the medicine in fmall dofes, will prove
fafe and efficacious.

H 2 N. B. The




116 COMMUNICATIONS

N. B. The Digitalis, in pills, never occafioned the
leaft ficknefs. She took two boxes of them.

G A S E.

Fanuary od, 1785. Mrs. S=——, of W——,
near Kidderminfter, aged 38, has been affected
with dropfical fwellings of her legs and thighs,
about fix weeks, which have gradually grown worfe;
has now great difficulty in breathing, which is much
increafed on moving; a very irregular, intermit-
tent pulfe, urine in very fmall quantity, and in the
feventh month of her pregnancy: a woman of
very delicate conftitution, with tender lungs
from her infancy, and very fubjed to long conti-

nued coughs.

R. Pulv. fcille gr. ui.
Jalap gr. x. {yr. rofar. folut. tinét. {enn. aa

3ii. aq. menth. v. {impl. %ifs. n1. mane fumend,

R. pulv. fcillez 9i. G. ammoniac. fapon. venet.
~aa 3ifs. fyr. q. {. f. pilul. 42 cap. iii. nocte

ITlEJ.IlEC_[uE.

On the yth found her worfe, and the fwelling
increafed ; the urine about %x in the twenty-four
hours. ; : '

‘R. Fol. ficcat. Digital. ziii. coque in. aq. fontan.
zxii. ad 3Zvi. cola et adde. ag. juniper. comp.
Zii. facchar. alb. 5fs. m. cap. cochlear. i. larg.

4tis horis.
She
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.She took about three parts of the medicine be-
fore any effedt took place. The firft was ficknefs,
fucceeded by a confiderable difcharge of urine.
She continued the medicine till the whole was con-
fumed, which caufed a good deal of ficknefs for
three or four days. e .

I faw her again on the 12th. The quantity of
urine was much increafed, and the fwelling dimi-
nifhed. Pulfe and breathing better.

R. Fol. ficc. Digital. G. affafetid. aa 5i. calomel.
pp. gr. x. Ip. lavand. comp. q. f. fiat pilul.

XXX1l. cap. i1. omni nodéte hora- fomni.

A plentiful difcharge of urine attended the ufe
of thefe pills, and the got perfectly free from her
dropfical complaints.

March 15th the was delivered: had a good la-
bour, was treated as is ufual, except in not hav-
ing her breafts drawn, not intending fhe {hould
fuckle her child, being in fo reduced a ftate. Conti-
nued going on well till the 18th, when fhe was feized
with very violent pains acrofs her loins, at times fo
violent as to make her cry out as much. as labour
pains. Enema cathartic. Fot. papav. applied to
the part.

R. Pulv. ipecacoan. gr. vil.-nPii. or. nr fyr. q.. f.
fiat pilul. vi. capt, i, 2da quaque hori du-
rante dolore.

Hj R Julep.



L

118 COMMUNICATIONS

R. Julep. e camphor. fp. minder. aa Zii. capt.
cochlear, i. larg. poft fingul. pilul.

1gth. Breathing thort, unable to lie down, very
irregular low pulfe fcarcely to be felt, fainty, and
a umverfal cold fweat: no appetite nor thirft, fpaf-
modic pains at times acrofs the loins very violent,
but not fo frequent as on the preceding day.

R. Gum ammoniac. affafetid. aa ‘3i. camphnr
gr. xii. hat pilul. 24. capt. ii. 3Lia quaque
hori in cochlear. ii, mixtur. feq.

R. Balfam, peruv. ziii. mucilag. G. arab. q. f.
flor, zinci g. vi. aq. menth. fimp. Ibfs. m

Applic, Emp. veficat. femorib. internis.

R. Sp, vol. feetid, elixir. paregor. balfam.
© Traumatic. aa 3iii. capt. cochlear. parv, ur-
gente languore, |

2oth. Much the fame; makes very little water,
and the legs begin to fwell.—Applic. Emp. e PICE
burgund lumbis,

23d. The fwelling very much increafed.—Capt.
gutt, xv. acet, {cillitic. ter die in two fpoonfuls of
the following mixture.

: N :

R Infuf, baccar, juniper. 3vi. tln& amar. tin&.
% ‘flomachic, aa 3i. m., ' :

25th,
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~2sth. Much the fame.

28th. The f{welling confiderably increafed, in
other refpects very much the fame.

goth. Breathing very bad, with cough and pain
acrofs the fternum, unable to lie down, legs, thighs,
and body very much {welled, urine not more than

four or five ounces in the twenty-four hours; hat-
and feverith, with thirft,

Applic. Emp. veficat. ftomacho et fterno,

" R. G. affafetid. 3ii. pulv. jacob. 8i. rad. fcill. re-
cent. gr. xii. extra®. thebaic, gr. iv. f. pilul,
XVi. cap. iv. omni nocte.

R Sal. nitr. fal. diuretic, aa 3ii. pulv. e contrayerv.
comp. 3i. facchar. %i. emull. commun: 1bi.

aq. cinnam. fimpl. %i, m, capt. cochlear. iv.
ter die.

April 2d. Much the fame, no increafe of urine.

3d. Breathing much relieved by the blifter, which

runs profufely. Repeated the medicines, and con-
tinued them till the

12th. The cough very bad, pulfe irregular, fwel-
ling much increafed, urine in very fmall quantity,
not at all increafed; great lownefs and fainting.
She defired to have fome of the pills which relieved
_ her
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her fo much when with child. I was almoft afraid
to give them, but the inefficacy of the other me-
dicines gave me no hopes of a cure- from continu-
ing them, which made me venture to comply with
her requeft.

R. Fol. ficcat. Digital. G. affafetid. aa 3i. {p. la-
vand. comp. q. I. f. pilul. xxxii. cap. 1. om-
ni mane; et omni nocte cap. pllul e ﬁyrace:
gr. vi.

17th. Confiderable increafe of urine.

21ft. Swelling a good deal diminifhed; urine
near four pints in twenty-four hours, which is more
than ‘double the quantity the drinks.

Applic. Emp. veficat. femoribus internis.

The Digitalis pills and opiate at bed-time conti-
nued. Takes a tea cup of cold chamonn]e tea eve-
Ty MOorning

- o5th. Swelling much diminithed, makes plenty
of water, appetite much mended, cough and breath-
ing better. She omitted the medicine for three
days; the urine began to diminith, the fwelling
and {hortnefs of breathmrf worfe. On repeatmg it
for two days, the dlﬁ:harn‘e was again augmented,
and a diminution of the ﬁaeilmg fucceeded She

has ‘cor 1t1nued the pills ever fince till the 14th of
May;
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May;  the dropfical fymptoms and cough are en-
tirely gone, the water is in fufficient quantity, her
firength is recovered, and fhe has a good appetite.
“All the now complains of is a weight acrofs her flo-
mach, which is worfe at times, and fhe thinks, un-
lefs it can be removed, fhe fhall have a return of
her dropfy. |

Extract of a Letter from Dotor FowLER,
Phyfician, at Stafford,

I UNDERSTAN D you are going to publith
on the Digitalis, which I am glad to hear, for I have
long withed to fee your ideas in print about it, and
I know of no one (from the great attention you
have paid to the fubject) qualified to treat on it but
yourfelf. There are gentlemen of the faculty who
give verbal dire@ions to poor patients, for the pre-
paring and taking of an infufion or decoétion of the
green plant. Would one fuppofe that fuch gentle-:
men had ever attended to the nature and operation
of a fedative power on the functions, particularly
the vital? Is not fuch a vague and unfcientific mode
of proceeding putting a two edged {word into the
the hands of the ignorant, and the moft likely me-
thod to damn the reputation of any very active and
powerful medicine ? And is it not more than pmbable
that the negled of adhereing to a certain and regular
preparation of the 11-imtiana, and the want (of what
you emphatically call) a pradliceble dofe, have been
the chief caufes of the once rifing reputation of

that
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that noted plant being damned above a century .
ago? In fhort, the Digitalis is beginning to be ufed
in dropfies, (although fome patients are faid to go
off fuddenly under its adminiftration) fomewhat
in the ftyle of broom afthes; and, in my humble
opinion, the public, at this very inftant, {ftand in
great need of your precepts, guards, and cautions to-
wards the {afe and fuccefsful ufe of fuch a power-
ful fedative diuretic; and I have no doubt of your
minute attention to thofe particulars; froma regard
to the good and welfare of mankind, as well as to
your own reputation with refpect to that medicine.

I remember an officer in the Staffordfhire militia,
who died here of a dropfy five years ago. The Di-
gitalis relieved him a number of times in a wonder-
ful manner, fo that in all probability he might have
obtained a radical cure, if he would have refrained
from hard drinking. I underftood it was firft or-
dered for him by a medical gentleman, and its fe-
dative effeéts proved fo mild, and diuretic opera-
tion fo powerful, that he ufed to prepare it after-
wards for himfelf, and would take it with as little
ceremony as he would his tea. It is faid, that he
was fo certain of its fuccefsful operation, that he
would boaft to his bacchanalian cumpaninns. when
much fwelled, you fhall fee me in two days time
quite another man,

CASES
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CASES communicated by Mr. J. FrREER,
jun. Surgeon, in Birmingham.

Gty s iig s I

- Mov. 1780. Mary Terry, aged 60. Had been fubjeét
to afthma for feveral years ; after a fevere fit of it her
legs began to fwell, and the quantity of urine
to diminith. In fix weeks the was much troubled
with the {fwellings in her thighs and abdomen, which
decreafed very little when fhe lay down: {he made
not quite a pint of water in the twenty-four hours.
I ordered her to take two fpoonfuls of the infufion
of Foxglove every three hours. By the time ihe
had taken eight dofes her urine had increafed to
the quantity of two quarts in the day and night,
but as the complained of naufea, and had once vo-
mited, I ordered the ufe of the medicine to be fuf-
fpended for two days. The naufea being then re-
moved, the again had recourfe to it, but at inter-
vals of fix hours. The urine continued to difcharge

freely, and in three wecks the was perfe&ly cured
of her fwellings.

' Bl oy

December, 1782. A poor woman, who had been
afflicted with an ague during the whole of her preg-
nancy, and for two months with dropfical fwellings
of the feet, legs, thighs, abdomen, and labia pu-
denda; was at the expiration of the feventh month

taken
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taken in labour. On the day after her delivery
the ague returned, with fo much violence as to en-
danger her life. As foon as the fit left her, I be-
gan to give her the red bark in fubftance, which
had the defired effect of preventing another pa-
roxylm. She continued to recover her health for a
fortnight, but did not find any diminution in the
fwellings; her legs were now fo large as to oblige
her to keep conftantly on the bed, and fhe made
very little water. I ordered her the infufion of
Foxglove three times a day, which, on the third
day, produced a very copious difcharge of urine,
without any ficknefs; fhe continued the ufe of it
f_cn_r." ten days, and was then able to walk. Having
loft all her {wellings, and no complaint remaining
but weaknefs, the bark and {teel compleated the
cure.

Extra& of a Letter from Dodtor JDNES,
| Phyfician, in Lichfield. |

CANXIOUS to procure authentic accounts from
the patients, to whom I gave the Foxglove, I have
unavoidably been delayed in anfwering vour laft
favour. However, I hope the delay will be made
up by the efficacy of the plant being confirmed by
the enquiry. . Long cafes are tedious, and {feldom
read, and as feldom is it neceffary to defcribe eve-
ry {ymptom; for every cafe would be a hiftory of
dropfy. I fhall therefore content myfelf with fpeci-

fying
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fying the nature of the difeafe, and when the drop-
{y is attended with any other affection {hall notice

itl

Two years have fcarcely elapfed fince I firft em-
ployed the Digitalis; and the fuccefs I have had
has induced me to ufe it largely and frequently. -

(o e A I.

Ann Willott, 5o years of age, became a patient
of the Difpenfary on the 11th of April 1783. She
then complained of an enlargement of the abdo-
men, difficulty of breathing, particularly when Iy-
ing, and coftivenefs. She paffed fmall quantities
of high-coloured urine; and had an evident fluflu-
ation in the belly. Her legs were cedematous.
Chryftals of tartar, {quills, &c. had no effect. The
13th of Fune the took two {poonfuls of a decoction
of Fﬂxglove containing three drams of the dry
leaves, in eight ounces, three times a day. Her
urine foon increafed, and in a few days the paffed
it freely, which-continued, and her breath re-
turned.

CASE IT.

M. » 45 years f::f age, had been long
fubject to drnphcal {wellings of the legs, and made
little water. - T'wo {poonfuls of the fame deco®ion
twice a day, foon relieved him.

CASE
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GolIAL B/ II1.

Mrs. ,aged 70 years. A lady frequently afflicted
with the gout, and an afthmatical cough. After a
long continuance of the latter, fhe had a great di-
minution of urine, and confiderable difﬁcu]tjr of
breathing, particularly on motion, or when lying.
Her body was much bound. There was, however,
no apparent {fwelling. ~ She took three fpoonfuls of
an aperient decotion of forty-five grains in' fix
ounces and a half, every other morning. The urine
was plentifiil thofe days, and her breathing much
relieved. In two or three weeks after the nfe of it
fhe was perfedly reftored. The purgative mediciné
neither increafed the urine, nor relieved the breath-
ing, till the Foxglove was added.

_This fpring fhe long laboured with the gout in
her {tomach, which terminated in a fit in her hand.
During the whole of this tedious illnefs, of nearly
three months, the paffed little urine, and her breath-
ing was again thort.

She took the fame preparation of Foxglove with-
out any diureti¢ effed, and afterwardstwo and three
grains of the powder twice a day with as little. "The
dulcified {pirits of vitriel, However, 'quickly pro-
moted the urinary fecretion.

CASE
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GEA S B &IV

Mr. C——, 406 years of age, had dropfical {wel-
lings of the legs, and paffed little urine. He took
the decoction with three drams, and was foon re-
lieved.

G: A S FE V.

Lady , took three grains of the dried

leaves twice a day, for fwelled legs, and fcantinefs
of urine, without effect.

SIS, IR SRR VL

Mirs. Slater, aged 36 years. For dropfy of the
belly and legs, and fcantinefs of urine, of feveral
weeks ftanding, took three grains of the powder
twice a day, and was quite reftored in ten days.
She took many medicines without effec.

oA Sl VII.

Mis. P , in her joth year, took three
grains of the powder twice a day, for fcantinefs of
urine, and fwelled legs, without effect.

CuA SHE VIIL.

Ann Winterleg, in her 26th yein had ;circ;lé:ﬁ-a:al
fwellings of the legs, and paffed little urine: fhe

was relieved by two drams, in an eight ounce de-
coction, |

CASE
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oo - 31 & IX.

William Brown, aged 76. In the laft flage of
drnpfy of the. bel]y and legs, found a confiderable
sncreafe of hisurine by a decoétion of F-::-xglave.
but it was not permanent.

Cr A 8i E X.

- Mr. , — years of age, and of very grofs
habit of body, became highly dropfical, .and took
various medicines, without effeé. One ounce of
the decoction, with three drams of the dry leaves
in eight ounces, twice or'three times a day, increafed
his urine prodigioufly. He was evidentl}' better,

butalittle attendant naufea overcame his refolution,

and in the courfe of fome weeks afterwards lie fell

a viflim to his abi‘:ihﬁﬁ}r.

ey 8 TR XI.

Mus. Smith, about 50 years of age, after a tedi-
ous illnefs of many weeks, had.a jaundlce, and be-
came drapf ical in the legs. T'wo fpoonfuls of the
decodtion, with three drams twice a day, 1ncreafed
her urine, and abated the fivelling.

A S E S,

Widow Chatterton, abeut Bo years of age, Took
the decodtion in the fame wa} for dropfy of the legs,
with little effedt. |

TA SE
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c& s E ' XIL

Genders, about thirty-four years of age,
was delivered of three children, and became drop-
fical of the abdomen. She paffed little or no urine,
had conftant thirft, and no appetite. She took two
fpoonfuls of an eight ounce decoétion, with three
drams twice a day. By the time fhe had finilhed
the bottle, (which muft have been on the fourth
day,) fhe had evacuated all her water, and could
go about. Her appetite increafed with every dofe,
and {he recovered without farther help.

o < TR XIV.

Mis M M , in her 2oth year. Had
been infirm from her cradle, and, after various fuf-
ferings, had an aftonifhing cedematous fwelling of
one leg and thigh, of many weeks ftanding. She
- paffed little or no urine, and had all her other com-
plaints. She took 2 fpoonfuls of an eight oz. decoc-
tion of two drams, twice a day. Her urine imme-
diately increafed ; and; on the third day, thE: {wel-
lmg had entirely fubfided.

O A" STE XV.

Msr. P , 65 years of age, and of a full habit
of body. Had lived freely in his youth, and for
many years led rather an inad&ive life. His health
was much impaired feveral months, and he had a
- confiderable diftention, and evident flu&tuation in
I the
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the abdomen, and a very great cedema of the legs
and thighs. His breathing was very fhort, and ra-
ther laborious, appetite bad, and thirft confidera-
ble. His belly was bound, and he paffed very fmall
quantities of high-coloured urine, that depofited a
reddilh matter. He had taken medicines fome
time, and, I believe, the Digitalis; and had been
better.

A blifter was applied to the upper and infide of
each thigh; he took two fpoonfuls of the decoétion,
with three drams of the dry leaves, two or three
times a day; and fome opening phyfic occafion-
ally. iy

He lived at a confiderable diftance, and I did not
vifit him a fecond time; but I was well informed,
about ten days or a fortnight afterwards, . that his
urine increafed amazingly upon taking the decodti-
on, and that the water was entirely evacuated.

Oy 5 K XVI.

Mrs. G , aged 50 years. After being long
ailing, had a large colle@tion of water in the abdo-
men and lower extremities. Her urine was high-
coloured, in {mall quantities, and had a reddifth
fediment. She took the decoétion of Digitalis,
{quills, &c. ‘without any effe®. The chryftals of
tartar, however, cured her fpeedily.

CASE &
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G+ S VE XVII.

Mr. , about 50 years of age, complained
of great tenfion and pain acrofs the abdomen, and
of lofs of appetite; his urine, he thought, was lefs
than ufual, but the difference was fo trifling he
could {peak with no certainty: his belly feemed to
fluGtuate. Among other things he tried the Fox-
glove leaves dried, twice a day; and, although 1t
appeared to afford him relief, yet the effeét was not
permanent.

£ LS - E X VIII.

Mr. W , aged between 6o and 70 years;
and rather corpulent: was confiderably dropfical,
both of the belly and legs, and his urine in fmall
quantities. Three grains of the dry leaves, twice
a day, evacuated the water in lefs than a fortnight.

oA SiaE XIX.

Sarah Taylor, 40 years of age, was admitted in-
to the Difpenfary for dropfy of the abdomen and

legs; and was relieved by the Decodtum digitalia-
num.

G A S K XX.

Lydia Smith, aged 6o. Difpenfary. Laboured
many-years under an afthma, and became dropfi-
cal. She took the decodtion without effect.

I2 CASE
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CyA S+ XXI

John Leadbeater, aged 15 years. Had a quoti-
dian intermittent, which was removed by the hu-
mane affiftance of an amiable young lady. His.
intermittent was foon attended by a very confidera-
ble afcites; for which he became a patient of the
Difpenfary. He took a decoction of Foxglove night
and morning. His urine increafed immediately,
and he loft all his complaints in four days.

Gy S XXII.

William Millar, aged 50 years. Admitted into
the Difpenfary for a tertian ague, and general drop-
fy. 'The droply continuing after the ague was re-
moved, and his urine being ftill paffed in {mall
quantities; he took the powdered leaves, and re-
‘covered his health in five days.

Cry ALoSy B XXIII.

Ann Wakelin, 10 years of age. Had for feve-
ral weeks a dropfy of the belly after an ague. She
took a decoftion of Foxglove, which removed all
complaint by the fourth day.

DA 50 E XXIV.

‘Ann Meachime; a Difpenfary patient. Had an

afcites and {cantinefs of urine. She took the pow-
j der
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der of Foxglove, and evacuated all her water in
three days.

It may not be improper to obferve, 1ft. That
various diuretics had long been given in many of
thefe cafes before I was confulted. And, 2dly.
That the exhibition of the Foxglove was but feldom
attended with ficknefs.

S A | gl e el e

Thefe Cafes, thus liberally communicated by my
friend, Dr. Jones, are more acceptable, as they
feem to contain a faithful abfiraé¢t from his notes,
both of the unfuccefsful as well as the fuccefsful

Cafes.

The following Tabular View of them will give us
fome Idea of the efficacy of the Medicine.

Anafarca - - - - 7 Cafes - Cured - - 3
Relieved - 1

Failed - - 3

Afcites - - - - 5 Cafes - Cured - - 4
| Relieved - 1

(Edematous leg - - 1 Cafe - Cured - - 1
Afcites and anafarca - 7 Cafess- Cured - - 4
Relieved - 2

Failed - - 1

Afthma and dropfy - 1 Cafe - Failed - - 1
Hydrothorax and gout 1 Cafe - Cured - - 1

""" 3 afmtes} 2 Cafes - Cured - - 2
and anafarca -~ -

I3 o« A CASE
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A CASE of Anafarca communicated by Mr.
JonEs, Surgeon, in Birmingham.

Dear Sir,

HAVING lately experienced
the diuretic powers of the Foxglove, in a cafe of
anafarca; I do myfelf the plealure of communicat-
ing a fhort hiftory of the treatment to you.

I am, &ec.

Birmingham, W. JONES.
May 17th, 1785.

My patient, Mrs. C———, who is in her 51t
year, had the following fymptoms, viz. alternate
{welling of the legs and abdomen, a little cough,
{hortnefs of breath in a morning, thirft, weak pulfe,
and her urine, which was fo fmall in quantity as
feldom to amount to half a pint in twenty-four
hours, depofited a clay-coloured fediment.

April 16th, 1785, I dire&ed the following form:

R. Fol. Digitalis ficcat. zii.
Aq. fontanz bullient. Zviii. f. infuf. et cola,
Sumat cochl. larga iii. o. n. et mane.

On the 17th {he had taken twice of the infufion,

and though by miflake only two tea fpoonfuls for a
@ dofe,
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dofe, yet the quantity of urine was increafed to
about a pint in the twenty-fﬂur hours. She was

then directed to take two table fpoonfuls night and
morning. And,

On the 18th, a degree of naufea was produced.
A pint and half of urine was made in the laft twen-
ty-four hours. During the time above fpecified fthe

had two or three {tools every day. The infufion
was now omitted.

On the 1gth the {welling of the legs was remov-
ed. A degree of naufea took place in the morning,
and increafed {fo much during the day, that fhe vo-
mitted up all her food and medicine. As fhe was
very low, and complained of want of appetite, a
cordial julep was directed to be taken occafionally,
as well as red port and water, mint tea, &c. She
informed me that whatever ihe took generally ftaid
about an hour before it came up again, and that the
mint tea ftaid longeft on the flomach. The vomit-
ing decreafed gradually, and ceafed on the 22d.
The difcharge of urine remained confiderable dur-

ing the three following days, but its quantity was
not meafured.

22d. A dofe of neutral faline julep was direced
to be taken every fourth hour.

On the 23d {he complained of thi_rﬁ:-1 and thought
the difcharge of urine not fo copious as on the pre-
ceding days, therefore the faline julep was continu-

3 ed
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rf:ld. every fourth hour, with the addition of thirty
drops of the following medicine:

R. Aceti {cillitic. zvi.
Tincét. aromat. zii.
Tiné. thebaic. gutt. xx. m.

The bowels have been kept open from the 1gth,
by the occafional ufe of emollient injeétions.

On the 24th the legs were much fwelled again ;
fhe complained of languor and a degree of naufea.
The difcharge of urine increafed a little fince the
23d. Her pulfe was low and her tongue white.
‘The urine, which had been rendered clear by the
infufion of Foxglove, now depofited a whitith fedi-
ment,

On the 25th her appetite began to return, the
{welling of the legs diminifhed, and fhe thought
herfelf much relieved. The urine was confiderable
in quantity, and clear.

On the 26th fhe was thirfty and languid. The '
fwelling was removed; the quantity of urine dif-
charged in the laft twenty-four hours was about a
pint. She continued to mend from this time, and
is now in good health, |

g\ giddinefs of the head, more or lefs remarkable
at times, was obferved to follow the ufe of the Fox-
glove, and it lafted nine or ten days, |

" This
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This is the fecond time that I have relieved this
patient by the infufion of Foxglove. I ufed the
fame proportion of the frefh leaves the firft time as
I did of the dried ones the laft. The violent vo-
miting which followed the ufe of the infufion made
with the dried leaves, did not take place with the
frefh, though fhe took near a pint made with the
fame proportion of the herb frefh gathered.

R B oMo A B K080

T HE above is a very inftru@ive cafe, as it
teaches us how fmall a quantity of the infufion was
neceffary to effe@ every defirable purpofe. At firft
fight it may appear from the concluding paragraph,
that the green leaves ought to be preferred to the
dried ones, as being fo much milder in their opera-
tion; but let it be noticed, that the fame quantity
of infufion was prepared from the fame weight of
the green as of the dried leaves, and confequently,
as will appear hereafter, the infufion with the dried
leaves was five times the ftrength of that before
prepared from the green ones. We need not won-
der, therefore, that the effeéts of the former were
fo difagreeable, when the dofe was five times greater
than it ought to have been. But what makes this
matter ftill more obvious, is the miftake mentioned
at firft, of two tea fpoonfuls only being given for a
dofe. Now a tea fpoonful, containing about a
fourth or a fifth part of the contents of a table
{poon, the dofe then given, was very nearly the
fame as that which had before been taken of the

infufion
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infufion of the green leaves, and it produced pre-
cifely the fame effects for it increafed the urinary
difcharge, without exciting the violent vomiting.

Letter from Dodtor Jounsrone, Phyfician, in
Birmingham.

Dear Sir,

THE following cafes are {elected
from many others in which I have given the Digi-
talis purpurea; and from repeated experience of its
efficacy after other diuretics have failed, I can re-
commend it as an effectual, and when properly
managed, a fafe medicine.

I am, &c.

Birmingham, May 26, E. JOHNSTONE.
1785.

March 8th, 1783, I was called to attend Mr.
G , a gentleman of a robuft habit, who had led
a regular and temperate life, Zt. 68. He was
affected with great difficulty of refpiration, and cough
particularly troublefome on attempting to lie down,
cedematous fwellings of the legs and thighs, abdo-
men tenfe and fore on being prefled, pain ftriking
from the pit of the ftomach to the back and {houl-
ders; almoft conftant naufea, efpecially after taking
food, which he frequently threw up ; water thick
and high-coloured, paffed with difficulty and in .

: - _ fmall
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fmall quantity ; body coftive; pulfe natural; face
much emaciated, eyes yellow and deprefled. He
had been fubje& to cough and difficulty of breathing
in the winter for feveral years; and about four
years before this time, after being expofed to cold,
was {uddenly deprived of his {peech and the ufe of
the right fide, which he recovered as the warm wea-
ther came on ; but fince that time had been remark-
ably coftive, and was in every refpec much debili-
tated. He firlt perceived his legs fweli about a year
ago ; by the ufe of ;nec[icines and exercife, the
fwellings fubfided during the fummer, but returned
on the approach of winter, and gradually increafed
to the ftate in which I found them, notwithftand-
ing he had ufed different preparations of {quills and
a great variety of other diuretic medicines. I
ordered the following mixture.

R. Foliorum Digitalis purpur. recent. ziii. deco-
que ex aq. fontan, %xii ad Zvi colature adde
‘Tinétur. aromatic. | i
Syr. zinzib. aa Zi. m. capt. cochl. duo larga fe-
cunda quaque hora ad quartam vicem nifi
prius naufea fypervenerit.

March gth, He took four dofes of the mixture
without being in the leaft fick, and made, during

the night upwards of two quarts of natural coloured
water.

1oth.
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1oth. Took the remainder of the mixture yefter-
day afternoon and evening, and was fick for a thort
time, but made nearly the fame quantity of water
as before, the fwellings are confiderably diminifhed,
his appetite increafed, but he is ftill coftive.

R. Argent. viv. balfam peruv. aa 3fs tere ad ex-
tinctionem merc. et adde gum. ammon.
5iii aloes focotorin. 3fs rad. fcil. recent. s
{yr. fimpl. q. {. f. mafs. in pil. xxxii divid.
cap. iii. bis in die.

14th. Continues to make water freely. The
fwellings of his legs have gradually decreafed ; fore-
nefs and tenfion of the abdomen confiderably lefs.

Omittant. pil. cap. miftur. c. decoct. Digitalis. &c.
gtia quaque hora ad 3tiam vicem.

15th. Made a pint and a half of water laft mght,
without being in the leaft fick, and is in every
refpect confrderably better.  Repet. Pillul. ut
antea.

o1ft. Makes water as ufual when in health, and
the fwellings are entirely gone.

R. Infus. amar. 3v. tin&ur. Rhei {pirit. Zii. fpi-
rit vitriol. dule. zii. {yr. zinzib. zvi. m. cap.
cochl. iii. larg. ter in die.

He foon gained fufhcient firength to enable him

to go a journey, and returned home in much better
health
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health than he had been from the time he was
affeted with the paralytic {troke, and excepting
fome return of his afthmatic complaint in the win-
ter, hath continued fo ever fince.

G Aik-S mBled 1L

R Howgate, a man much addicted to intem-
perance, particularly in the ufe of fpirituous liquors,
At. 6o, was admitted into the Hofpital near
Birmingham, May 17, 1783. He complained of
difficulty of breathing, attended with cough, parti-
cularly troublefome on lying down; drowfinefs and
frequent dozing, from which he was roufed by
ftartings, accompanied with great anxiety and op-
pre{fion about the breaft ; cedematous fwellings of
the legs; conftant defire to make water, which
he paffed with difficulty, and only by drops; pulfe
weak and irregular; body rather coftive ; face much
emaciated; no appetite for food.—Cap. pil. feil. iii.
ter in die.*

May 20th. The pills have had no eHe&.—Cép.
miftur. c. ¥ Decoc. Digital. &c. cochl.ii. larg. 3tia
guaque hora, ad 3tiam vicem.

May 21ft. Made near two quarts of water in the
night, without being inthe leaft fick. He contiued
the

- * R. Rad, fcil. recent, fapon. caftiliens. pulv. Rhei opt. aa. Bi.
ol. junip. gutt. xvi. fyr. balf. q.s. f. mafs. in pil, xxiv. divid.

+ Prepared in the fame manner as in the former cafe.
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the ufe of the mixture three times in the ‘day till
the 3oth, and made about three pints of water daily,
by which means the {wellings were entirely taken
away ; and his other complaints fo much relieved,
that on the 6th of June he was difmiffed free from
complaint, except a {light cough. But returning to
his old courfe of life, he hath had frequent attacks

of his diforder, which have been always removed by
ufing the Digitalis.

Extract of a letter from Mr. Lyon, Surgeon,
at Tamworth.

—Mr. Moggs was about 54 years of age, his dif-
eafe a dropfy of the abdomen, attended with
anafarcous {wellings of the limbs, &c. brought on by
exceflive drinking. I believe the firlt fymptoms of
the difeafe appeared the beginning of November,
1776 ; the medicines he took before you faw him,
were fquills in different forms, fal diureticus and
calomel, but without any good effe& ; he begun the
Digitalis on the 10th of July 1777 ; a few dofes of
it caufed a giddinefs in the head, and almoft de-
prived him of fight, with very great naufea, but
very little vomiting, after which a confiderable flow of
urine enfued, and in a very thort time, a very little
water remained eitherin the cavity of the abdomen,
or the membrana adipofa, but he remained exceflive
weak, with a fluttering pulfe at the rate of 150 or
frequently 160 in a minute ; he kept pretty iree
from water for upwards of twelve months ; it then

colleét-
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colledted, and neither the Digitalis nor any other
medicine would carry it off. I tapped him the od
of Auguft 1779 in the ufual place, and took fome
gallons of water from him, but he very foon filled
again, and as he had a very large rupture, a confi-
derable quantity of the water lodged in the fcrotum,
and could not be got away by tapping in the ufual
place. I therefore (on the 28th of the fame month)
made an incifion into the lower part of the {crotum,
and drained off all the water that way, but he was
fo very much reduced, that he died the 8th or gth
of September following, which was about two years
and two months after he firft begun the Digitalis.

1 have had feveral dropfical patientsrelieved, and
fome perfectly recovered by the Digitalis, fince you
attended Mr. Moggs, but as I did not take any notes
or make any memorandums of them, cannot give
you any of them.

Communications from Dr. Stoxes, Phyfician,
in Stourbridge.

Dear Sig,

I ACCEPT with pleafure your
invitation to communicate what I know refpeding
the properties of Digitalis; and if an account of

~what others had difcovered before you,* with a de-

tail

* See this account in the Introduction,
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tail of my own experience, thall be allowed the
merit of at leaft a well meant acknowledgment, for
the early communication you were fo kind to make
me, of the valuable properties you had found in it ;
I {hall confider my time as well employed. A know-
ledge of what has been already done is the beft
ground work of future experiment; on which ac-
count I have been the more full on this fubje&, in
hopes that given with the cautions which you mean
to lay down in the cure of dropfies, it may prove
alike ufeful in that of other difeafes, one of which
{tands foremoft among the opprobria of medicine.

LS I

Mrs. M Orthopnea, pain, and exceflive
oppreflion at the bottom of the fternum. Pulfe
irregular, with frequent intermiffions. Appetite
very much impaired. Legs anafarcous.

Empl. veficator, peélori dolent.

Infuf. Digital. e 3. ad. aq. &e. ZJuid. cochl. j. o.
h. donec naufea excitetur vel diurefis [atis copi-
ofa proveniat.

I ordered it of the above ftrength, and to be re-
peated often, on account of the great emergency of
the cafe, but the naufea excited by the firft dofe pre-
vented its being given at fuch{hort intervals. A 3d
dofe I found had been given, which was followed by
vomitings. All her complaints gradually abated,

but
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but in about a fortnight recurred, notwithftanding
the ufe of infuf. amar. &c. '

Dec. 2. Infus. Digat. e. 3ifs ad aq. e, Zviu. cochl.

at, horis &rc. u. a.

Complaints gradually abated, fwellings of the .
legs nearly gone down.

About 2 month afterwards you was defired to vifit
this patient.* -

kS

* For reafons affigned at p. 100, I did not intend to introduce
any cafe, eccuring under myown infpeétion, in the courfe of the
prefent year ; but it may be fatisfactory to continue the hiftory of
this difeafe, as Dr. Stokes’s narrative would otherwife be incom-

1785,
¢ AT VYN

Fan. gth. Mrs. M——, At 48. Hydrothorax and anafar-
cous legs, of eight months duration. - She had taken jallap, fquill,
falt of tartar, and various other medicines. I found her in a yery
reduced ftate, and therefore directed only a grain and half of the
Pulv. Digital. to be given night and morning, This in a few
days encreafed the fecretion of urine, removed her difficulty of
breathing, and reduced the fwelling of her legs, without any dif-
turbance to her fyftem.

Plctr:.

Three months afterwards, a fevere attack of gout in her lege
and arms, removing to her head, fhe died.

Dr. Stokes had an opportunity of examining the dead body,
and I had the fatisfaction to learn from him, that there did not
appear to haye been any return of the dropfy.

' | On

=iy
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On the examination of the body1noticed,among
others, the following appearances.

About & oz. of bloody water flowed out, on ele-
vating the upper half of the fcull, and a fmall quan-
tity alfo was found at the bafe.

Brain. Blood-veffels turgid with blood, and
many of thofe of confiderable fize diftt_andleﬂd with air,

A very{light watery effufion between the Pia Ma-
ter and Tunica arachnoidea. About + oz. of watery
fluid in the lateral ventricles.

Trorax. In the left cavity about 4 oz. of bloody
ferum ; intherightbut little. Lungs, the hinder parts
loaded with blood. Adhefions of each lobe to the
pleura, Pericardium containing but a very fmall
quantity of fluid. Heart containing no coagula of

blood. Valves of the Aorta of a cartilaginous texture,
as if beginning to ollify.

Abdominal Vifcera natural, and a pr_nfuﬁﬂﬁ of Fat
under the integuments of the abdomen and thorax,
in- the former to the thicknefs of an inch and up-
wards, and in very confiderable quantity on the
_I]lEfEIII_II'_IEI}", omentum, kidneys, &c.

Ogé. The intermitting pulfe ithould feem to have
been owing to effufions of water in fome of the cavi-
ties of the b1eaﬂ as it d1fappeared on the removal

< ofathe waters.

CASE



from CORRESPONDENTS. 147

g O i

Mrs. C of K , Zt. 8o. -Orthopneea,
with {enfe of oppreflion about the preecordia. Un-
able to lie down in bed for {fome nights paft. Ana-
farca of the lower extremities. Urine very fcanty.
Complaints of fix weeks ftanding. Had taken fal.
diuret. c. ol. junip.—Calom.c. jalap, et gambog.—Et ol.
Junip. c. ol. Terebinth, without efled.

Feb. 7. Infuf. Digital. e. 5iit. ad aq. &e. Fvi,
cochl. i1, gtis horis.  Ordered to drink largely of iz-
Jus. baccar. junip. 'The third dofe produced great
naufea which continued ten hours, during which
time the urine made was about a quart. The next
day her apothecary dire®ed her to begin again with
it. The fecond dofe produced vomiting. During
the next twenty hours {he made two quarts of water,
about four times as much as fhe drank.

From thistime {he took no more of the iafus. Di-
gital. but continued the inf. bacc. junip. until about
March 2d, when all the fwellings were gone down,
her refpiration perfeély free, and fhe herfelf quite
reftored to her former ftate of health. On the 2gth
the had an attack of jaundice which was fome time
after removed ; fince which fhe has enjoyed a good
ftate of health, excepting that for fome little time
paft her ancles have been flightly cedematous, which
will I truft foon yield to ftrengthening medicines.

K9 CASE
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+ Gi Av-SGa i HL

Mrs. M—— G , fEt. 64. Has had fore legs
for thefe thirty-four years paft. Orthopneea. Senfe
of oppreflion at the precordia. Pulfe intermitting.
Legs anafarcous. Urine {canty, high-celoured..

Infus. Digital. c. zifs ad aq. bull. Funi. cochl. it
4tis horis.

Took fix dofes, when naufea was excited. Urine
a quart during the courfe of the night. The flow
of urine continued, and complaints relieved. Sal.
Mart. c¢. extr. gent. and afterwards with the addi-
tion of extr. cort. for which laft ingredient {he had a
predilecion, confirmed the cure.

On the fame day the next year I was called into
her for a fimilar train of fymptoms, excepting that
the pulfe was but juft perceptibly irregular.

- Infus. Digital. u. a. prefcript,

The diredtions on the phial not being attended
to, two dofes of it were given after a naufea had been
excited, which, with occafional vomitings,  became
exceedingly oppreffive. A faline draught, ‘given
i Dr. Hulme’s method, a draught fal, ¢. ¢ gr.
xit. c. confo card. gr. x. produced no ‘immediate
cffe®, but the naulea gradually ub"ttmg, inf. bacc.
junip. was ordered ; but this appeared to augment it,

and
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and a great propenfity to fleep coming on, I di-
redted fal. c.c. conf. card. aa gr.vii. 4lis horis, which
removed the unpleafant fymptoms and myrri. c. fal.
mart. completed the cure. During the ufe of the
above medicines, the urine was augmented, and the
pulmonary complaints removed, even before the nau-
iea lefther; and the fores of herlegs which were much’
inflamed before fhe began with the infuf. Digital.
in a day's time afflumed a much healthier appear-
ance, and on her other complaints going off, they
fhewed a greater tendency to heal than fhe had
ever obferved in them for twenty years before. This
inftance is a very pleafing confirmation of the ex-
perience of Hulfe and Dr. Baylies, and of the ad-
vantage to be derived from a medicine, which,
while it helps to heal the ulcers, removes that from

the conftitution which often renders the healing of
them improper.

In one cafe in which I ordered it, the infufion,
inftead of digefting three hours as I had direéted,
was fuffered to ftand upon the leaves all night. The

confequence was that the firlt dofe produced confi-
derable naufea.

The two following cafes, with which I have been
favoured by a phyfician very juftly eminent, con-
vince me of the neceflity thereisthat every one who
difcovers a new medicine, or new virtues in an old
one, thould, in announcing fuch difcoveries, publifh
to the world the exact manner in which he exhi-

K 3 ~ bits

#
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bits fuch' medicines, -with all the precautions necef-
fary to obtain the promifed fuccefs.

In thefe (fays my correfpondent) ¢ the infufion
““ was given in {mall dofes, repeated every hour or
“ two, till a naufea was raifed, when it was omat-
““ ted for a day or perhaps two, and then repeated
*“ 1n the fame manner.”

¢ An Ascrtes emptied by it, but filled again
* very fpeedily, though its ufe was never difconti-
““ nued, and who afterwards found no falutary ef-
““ fedts from it.  Ended fatally.”

“ Tn an Anasarca it fometimes increafed the
*¢ quantity of urine, and abated the fivelling, but
*“ which as often returned in as great a degree as
*“ before, . though the medicine was flill given, and al-
““ ways increafed in quantity fo as to excite naufea

*“ Ended fatally.”

‘* I have tried it in many other cafes, but found
¢ very little difference in the fuccefs attending it.”

May we not beallowed to conje@ure that the ineffi-
caty ofsits éontinued ufe is owing toits narcotic pro-
perty gradually diminifhing the irritability of the
mufcular fibres of the abforbents,. or poffibly of the
whole vafeular fyftem,  and thus adding to that
weakened adion which feems to be the caufe of the
-generality “of - dropfies; which+leads us to caution
the medical experimenter againft trying it, at leaft

againf
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againfl its continued ufe, even in_fmall dofes, in other.
difeafes of diminifhed energy, as continued fever, .
palfy, &c.

I remain with the greateft truth,
Your obliged and affectionate friend,

Stourbridge, JONATHAN STOKES.
May 17, 1785+, | -

THE three following Hofpital Cafes, which
Dr. StokEs had an opportunity of obferv-

ing, are related as inftances of bad prac-
tice, and tend to demonftrate how necef-

fary it is when one phyfician adopts the
medicine of another, that he fhould alfo
at firflt rigidly adopt his method.

C AGSEE I

Efther K , ZEt. 33. General anafarca,
afcites, and dyfpncea, of feven mnnths-duratien._

Decoét. e Digit. ziv. ¢. ag. Ibi. coquend, ad 16fs, cap.
Zi. odis. horis. 1ft Dav. 4th dofe made her fick.
2d Dav. ‘The firft dofe {he took to-day produced
vomiting. - : iy =

3d Dav,
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3d Dav. Minuatur dofis ad % f5. This ftayed upon
her ftomach, but produced an almoft conftant fick-
nefs. Stools more frequent, water {carce fenfibly
increafed ; and her fwellings not at all reduced.

4th Day. Cap. Calomel, gambog. feill. &e.

Oss. Sufficient time was not allowed to obferve _

its effeéts, neither was the patient enjoined the free
ufe of diluents. The difeafe terminated fatally.

O AT B LI

William T——, At. 42. Afcites, with cough
and dyfpncea. Abdomen very much diftended.
The reft of his body highly ematiated. Urine thick,
high coloured, and in very fmall quantity.

Decoét Digit. (u. in Efther K ) 4tis horis.

1{t Dav of taking it. The éth dofe pruﬂuced
ficknefs.

2d. Vamitiﬁg after the fecond dofe.
1oth. Urine increafed to ibvi.

11th. Flow of urine continues. Abdomen quite
Haccid.

12th. Ab-
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12th. Abdomen not diminifhed.

15th. A fmart purging came on, and the flow of
urine diminithed.

23d. Belly much bound. Took a cathart. pow-
der, which was followed by a diminution of the
-abdomen.

ogth. To take a cathart. powder every 4th morn-
ing, continuing the decoct. Digit.

32d. Urine exceedingly fcanty.

gsth. Vin. feill. %fs. 0. m. e, This produced
diuretic effeéts.

44th. Tapped. Terminated fatally.

Oss. Here the medicine was continued till it ceafed
to produce diuretic effedls; and thefe effedts were not
aided by any ftrengthening remedies, |

G A, Sopb Ll

~ George R , Zt. 52. Afcites, general ana-
farca, and dyfpncea. His legs fo greatly diftended
that it was with great difficulty he could draw the
one after the other.

Infi.
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Infuf. Digital. ziiifs. ad. aq. ibfs. cap. 3i. altern.

horis donec naufeam excitaverit: - Rep. 3tiis die-
bus. tempore intermedio cap. fol. guaic, %i. ter in

die ex inf. finap,

1t Dav of taking it. Became fickilh towards
night. x

od Dav. Made a great quantity of water dﬁring
the night, and fpat up a great deal of watery phlegm.
The firft dofe he took in the morning, has produced

a ficknefs which has mntmued all day,, but he has
never vomited.

3d. Dav. The change in his appearance fo great
as to make it difficult to conceive him te be the
{ame perfon. Inftead of a large corpulent man, he
appeared tall, thin, and rather aged. Breathes
freely, and can walk up and down ftairs without in-
convenience.

4th Dav. Decodl. bacc. junip. and cyder for common
drink. :

6th Dav. A fecond courfe of his medicine pro-
"duced a flow of urine alimoft‘as plentiful as the for-
‘mer, though he drank little or nothing at the time.
Ina day ortwo after he walked to fome diftance.

. 12th DE}". Pot. purgans tllico.

14th Dav. Pot. purg. c. jalap. % fs Atis diebus,
Infuf, Dig, atiis diebus.
17th Dav.
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“17th Dav. R. Gamb. gr. uii. calom. gr. . camph.

gr. i. fyr. fompl. frat pit. o n. fum.
Infuf. Digit. 3tiis diehus.-

21t Dav. Made an out-patient. The fuper-
sbundant flow of urine continued for the firft three
days after his laft courfe ; but fince, the flow of fa-
liva has been nearly equal to that of urine.

The {malls of his legs not quite reduced, and are
fuller at night. He has fhrunk round the middle
from four feet two inches to three feet fix inches;
and in the calves of his legs, from feventeen inches
to thirteen and a half.*

Oss. The waters were here very futcefsfully;evaaﬁ-
ated, but as you remarked to me, on communicat-
ing the cafe to you at the time, tonic medicines
fhould have been given, to fecond the ground that
had been gained, inftead of weakening the patient
by draftic purgatives.

e = el L i T 5 : i T EE. -

¥ In the three laft recited cafes, the medicine was diredted in
dofes quite too ftrong, and repeated too frequently. If Efther
K—— could have furvived the extreme ficknefs, the diuretic
effe@ts would probably have taken place, and, from her time of
life, I thould have expected a recovery. Wm. T —— feems to
have been a bad cafe, and I think would not have been cured un-
der any management. G. R certainly poffeffed a good con-
ftitution, orhe muft have fhared the fate of the other two,

A CASE
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A CASE from Mr. Suaw, Surgeon, at
Stourbridge. — Communicated by Doctor
STOKES. .

Matth. D——, At. 71. Tall and thin. Difeafe a
general anafarca, with great difficulty of breathing.
The lac ammoniac. fomewhat relieved his breath ;
but the {wellings increafed, and his urine was not
augmented. I confidered it as a loft cafe, but hav-
ing feen the good effeds of the Digitalis, as ordered
by Dr. Stokes in the cafe of Mis. G , I gave
him one fpoonful of an infufion of zii. to halfa pint,
twice a day. His breath became much eafier, his
urine increafed confiderably, and the {wellings gra-
dually difappeared; fince which his health has been
pretty good, except that about three weeks ago, he
bad a {light dyfpncea, with pﬁ:‘in in his ftomach,
which were foon removed by a repetition of the

‘fame medicine. Fai

- Mr. Shaw likewife informs me, that he has re-
moved pains in the ftomach and bowels, by giving
a fpoonful of the infufion, zifs. to Zviii. morning
‘and night.

A Letter
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A Letter from Mr. V a v x, Surgeon, in
Birmingham.

Dear Sir,

I SEND you the two following cafes,
wherein the Digitalis had very powerful and fen-
fible effeds, in the cure of the different patients,

CladauS gt B L L. o

" Mrs. O of L ftreet, in this town,
aged 28, naturally of a thin, fpare habit, and her
family inclinable to phthifis, fent for meonthe 11th of
June, 1779, at which time {he complained of great
pain in her fide, a conftant cough, expectorated
much, which funk in water; had colliquative {weats
‘and frequent purging ftools; the lower extremities
~and belly full of water, and from the great difficulty
{he had in breathing, I concluded there was water
in the cheft alfo. The quantity of water made at a
time for three weeksbefore I fawher, never amount-
ed to more than a tea-cup full, frequently not fo
much. Finding herin fo alarming a fituation, I gave
it as my opinion fhe could receive no benefit from
medicine, and requefted her not to take any ; but
ihe being very defirous of my ordering her fome-
thing, I complied, and fent her a box of gum pills
with {quills; and a mixture with falt of tartar: thefe
medicines {he took until the fixteenth, without any
good effe@s : the water in her legs now began to €x-
fude




1598 COMMUNICATIONS
fude through the fkin, and a fmmall blifter on one of
her legs broke. ‘Believing the could not exift much
longer, unlefs an evacuation of the water could be
procured ; after fully iuforming her of her fituation,
and the uncertainty of her furviving the ufe of the
medicine, I ventured to propofe her taking the Di-
gitalis, which the chearfully agreed to. I accor-
dingly fent her a pint mixture, made as under, of
the frefh leaves of the Digitalis. Three drams in-
fufed in one pint of boiling water, when cold ftrain-
ed off, without prefling the leaves, and two ounces
of “the {trong juniper water added to it : of this
mixture the was ordered four table fpoonfulls every
third hour, till it either made her fick, purged her,
«or had a fenfible effe& on the kidneys: = This mix-
ture ‘was fent on the feventeenth, and fhe began
‘taking it at noon on the eighteenth. At one o'clock
.the following morning I was called up, and in-
formed fhe was dying. I immediately attended
her, and was agreeably furprifed to find their fright
arofe from her having fainted, in confequence of the
fudden lofs of twelve quarts of water the had made
in about two hours. = I'immediately applied a roller
round herbelly,and, as foon as they could be made, 2
~.others, which were carried from the toes quite up the
- .thighs. The relief afforded by thefe was immediate ;
‘but the medicine now began to affect her ftomach fo
much, that fhe kept nothing on it many minutesto-
gether. Iordered hertodrink freely of beeftea, which
. dhe did, but kept it on hexr ftomach'but'a very fhort
time. A neutral draughtina ftate of effervefcence was
. taken to no good purpefe : She therefore continued
' the



fromw CORRESPONDENT'S. 159

the beef tea, and took no other medicine for -five
days, when herficknefs went off : her coughabated,
but the pain in her fide ftill continuing, I applied-a
blifter which had the defired effect : her urine after
the firft day flowed naturally., Her cure was com-
pleated by the gum.pills with fteel 'and the ibitter

infufion. It muft be obferved the never had any
colledtion of water afterwards.

It affords me great pleafure to inform you that
{he is now living, and has fince had four childien;;
all of whom, I think I may juftly fay, are indebted
to the Digitalis for their exiftence.

There appears in this cafe a ftriking proof of the
utility of emetics in fome kinds of confumptions, as
it appears to me the dropfy was brought on by the
cough, &c. and I believe thefe were cured by the
continual vomitings, occafioned by the medicine.

6 elly WL < A DS

Mr. H , a publican, aged. about 48 years,
fent for me in March, 1778. He complained of a
cough, thortnefs of breathing, which prevented him
from laying down in bed ; his belly, thighs and legs
very much diftended with water ; the quantity of
urine made at .a time feldom exceeded a fpoonful,
I requefted him to get fome of the Digitalis, andbas
-they had no proper weights-in the houfe, I told them
to put as much of the frefh leaves as would weigh
down a guinea, into half a pint of boiling water ;

to
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to let it ftand till cold, then to pour off the clear li-
quor, and add a glafs of gin to it, and to take three
table fpoonfuls every third hour, until it had fome
fenfible effect upon him.

Before he had taken all the infufion, the quan-
tity of urine made increafed, (he therefore left off
taking it), and it continued to do fo until 2all the
water was evacuated. His breathing became much
better, his cough abated, though it never quite left
him ; he being for fome time before afthmatic.
By taking fome tonic pills he continued quite well
until the next {pring, when he had a return of his
-complaint, which was carried off by the fame means.
‘T'wo years after, he had a third attack, and this al-
fo gave way to the medicine. Laft year he died of
a pleurify. '

I am, &c.

Moor-Street, 8th May, O TE R YRR
1785. .

P. S. You muft well recolle® the cafe of Mus.
F .—It was ‘ a general droply—every t;me
< {he took the medicine its effeés were fi mllar, viz.
‘“ The difcharge of urine came on gradually at firfl,
‘¢ increafed aft,erwards and the whole of the water
‘“ both in the belly, legs, &c. was perfeétly evacuated.
‘¢ Although the f:ffe&s were only tempnr&ry’, they
““ were exceedingly agreeable to the patlent making
¢* her time much more comfortable.” - (§ee Cafe

XLIIL)

A Let-
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A Letter from Mr. WaiNwRrIiGHT, Surgeon,
in Dudley.

Dear Sir,

IT gives me great pleafure to
find you intend to publifh your obfervations on
the Digitalis purpurea.

Several years are now elapfed fince you commu-
nicated to me the high opinion you entertained of
the diuretic qualities of this noble plant. T'o enfure
fuccefs, due attention was recommended to its pre-

paration, its dofe, and its ¢ffedts upon the fyftem.

I always gave the infufion of the dried leaves;
the dofe the fame as in the prefcriptions returned.
If the medicine operated on the ftomach or bowels,
it was thought prudent to forbear. When the kid-
neys began to perform their proper funétions, and
the urine to be difcharged, a continuance of its far-
ther ufe was unneceffary.

- Thefe remarks you made in the cafe of the firft
patient for whom you prefcribed the Digitalis in our
neighbourhood, and I have found them all necef-
faryatthis prefent period. Fromthe decided good effects
that followed from its ufe, in thofe cafes where the
moft powerful remedies had failed, I was foon con-
vinced it was a moft valuable addition to the materia
medica.

The
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The want of a certain diuretic, has long been one
of the defiderata of medicine. The Digitalis is un-
.doubtedly at the head of that clafs, and will feldom,
if properly adminiftered, difappoint the expeétation.
I can {peak with the more confidence, having, in an
extenfive pradice, bf:en a happy witnefs to its good
qualities.

-

For feveral years, I have given the infufion in
a variety of cafes, where there was a deficiency
in the fecretion of the urine, with the greateft fuc-
cefs. In recent obftructions, I do not recolled
many failures. In anafarcous difeafes, and in the
anafarca, when combined with the afcites ; in {wel-

lings of thelimbs, and in difeafes of the cheft, when
there was the greateft reafon to believe an accu-

mulation of ferum, the moft beneficial confe-
guences have followed from its ufe.

Had I been earlier acquainted with your inten-
tion to publifh an account of the Digitalis, I could
have tranfmitted fome cafes, which might have
ferved to corroborate thefe affertions: but. 1 am
convinced the Digitalis needs not my affiftance to
prdcure_ a favorable reception. Its own merit will
enfure fuccefs, more than a hundred recited cafes.

1 could wifh thofe gentlemen who intend to make
ule of this plant, to colle& it in a hot dry day, when
the’ petals fall, and the feed-veffels begin to fwell.

A The
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‘The leaves kept to. the fecond year are weaker,

and their diuretic qualities much diminithed. It
will therefore be neceffary to gather the plant frefh
every feafon.

Thefe cautions are unneceffary to the accurate
botanift, who well knows, that a plant in the fpring,
though more fucculent and full of juices, is deftitute
of thofe qualities which may be expeéted when that
plant has attained its full vigour, and the feed-
veflels begin to be manifeft. But for want of atten-
tion to thefe particulars, its virtues may be thought
exaggerated, or doubtful, if beneficial confequences
do not always flow from its ufe. There are difeafes
it cannot cure ; and in feveral of thofe patients in
this town, who ﬁr[t took the Digitalis by your
orders, there was the molft pofitive proof of the
vifcera being unfound. In thefe defperate cafes

it often procured a plentlful flow of urine, and/

palliated a difeafe which mq:.me could not re

meve. — e
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As there is no pleafure equal to relieving the mi-
feries and diftreffes of our fellow-creatures, I hope
you will long enjoy that peculiar felicity.

Permit me to return my thankful acknowledg-
ments, for your free communication of a medicine,
by which means, through the blefling of providence,
I have beenenabled to reftore health and happlnefs
to many miferable objeds.

I am, &c.

Yours,

Dudley, April Qﬁth - J- WAINWRIGHT.
1785-

CASE of Mr. Warp, Surgeon, in
Birmingham.—Related by himfelf.

IN September, 1782, I was feized with a diffi-
-culty of breathing, and oppreffion in my cheft, in
confequence of taking cold from being called out in
the night. My tongue was foul; my urine fmall
in quantity; my breath laborious and diftreffing on
the fligheft exercife. I tried the medicines moft ge-
nerally recommended, fuch as emetics, blifters, lac
ammoniacum, oxymel of fquills, &c.  but finding
little or no relief, I confulted Dr. Withering, who
advifed me to try the following prefcription.

R. Fol.
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R. Fol. Digital. purp. ficcat. zifs.
Aq. bullientis iv.
Aq. cinn. fp. 3fs. digere per horas quatuor,
et colatur capiat cochlear. i. nodte maneque.

He alfo defired me to take fifty drops of tincture
of cantharidesthree or four times a day. . 3

After taking eight ounces of the infufion, and
about twelve drams of the drops, I was perfectly
cured, and have had no return fince. The medi-
cine did not occafion ficknefs or vertigo, nor had
they any other fenfible effe& than in changing the
appearance, and increafing the quantity of the urine,
and rendering the tongue clean. After the laft dofe
or two indeed, I had a little naufea, which was im-
mediately removed by a fmall glafs of brandy.

Birmingham, 1t July, 1785.

B
Communications from Mr. YoncE, Surgeon,
in Shiffnall, Shropfhire.

Dear _Si R,

I H A VE great Yatisfadtion in
complying with your juft claim, by tranfcribing out-
lines of the fubfequent cafes, forinfertion'in your long
requefted tract on the Digitalis purpurea. The two
firft of thefe you will eafilyrecolle&, the cureshaving
been conduéted immediately under your own manage-

L 3 ment
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ment, and the whole may add to that weight of evi-
dence which long experience enables you to ad-
duce of the efficacy of that valuable medicine. I
have recited the only inftances of its failure which
occur-to me, but many other, though fuccefsful
cafes, wherein its utility might feem dubious, and
alfo the accounts received from people whofe accu-
racy might be {ufpedted, I fhall not for obvious rea~
{ous trouble you with.

I am, dear Sir,

Your obliged friend,

Shifinall, WILLIAM YONGE.
May 1, 1735, | :

Gl e ol L

A Gentleman aged 49, on the night of the
21ft of Auguft, 1784, awaked with a fenfe of fuffo-
~cation, which obliged him to rife up fuddenly in
_ bed. I found him complaining of diflicult refpi-
~ration, particularly on lying down ; the counte-
nance pale, and the pulfe finaller and quicker than
~ufual. Some brandy and water having been given,
the {ymptoms gradually abated, fo that he flept in a
. half recumbent pofture, The following day he
exprefled a fenfe of anxiety and weight in the: cheft,
attended by. quicker breathing upon motion,ef the
body. That evening an emetic of ipecacohana was
given, and afterwards a draught, with vitsielic @ther

and
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and confed. card. aa 3ito be repeated as the fymp-
toms fhould require it. He continued to be affect-
ed with flighter returns of the dyfpncea at irregular
intervals, until September 15th, when upon a more
fevere attack, the emetic was repeated. He now
recollected fome {light pain in his arms which had
affected him previous to this laft feizure, and was
difpofed to confider his complaint as rheumatic.
Pills with gum ammoniac. gum guaiac. and antimo-
nial powder were directed, with infuf. amar, fimpl.
twice a day. The bowels were regulated by ape-
rient pills of pulv, jalap. aloes and fal. tartar. and
zifs balfam peruv. was given occafionally to alleviate
the paroxy{ms of dyfpncea.

From this period until the beginning of No-
vember, little amendment or variation happened,
except that refpiration became more permanently
difficult, and particularly opprefled upon motion,
nor was it relieved by the expectoration of a mu-
cous difcharge, which now increafed confiderably.
Squills, mufk, ol. fuccini, ®ther, with other me-
dicines of the fame kind, were now ufed, but with-
out fuccefs. The effe@s of epium and venzfe@ion
were tried." The appetite diminifhed, and his
fleep became fhort and difturbed. He fometimes
flept lying upon his back, but generally upon his
left fide. The urine which had hitherto been of
good colour, and fufficient quantity, now became
diminifhed, and lateritious ; and the ancles cede-
Imatous.

On
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' On the 15th of November a blifter was laid over
the fternum, and 3ifs of oxymel fcillitic. was gwen
every eight hours.

On the 18th, a more copious difcharge of urine
took place ; the fwelling of the feet foon difap-
peared, and the refpzmtmn became graduaily Te-
lieved.

On the 3oth zi tiné. cantharidum twice a day in
pyrmont water, with pills of ammoniac, fal tartar.
et extract. gentian, were fubftituted, but

On the 7th of December, from fome fymptoms
of relapfe, the oxymel was ufed as before, and con-
tinued to be taken until the 27th, in dofes as large
-as could be difpenfed with on account of the great
naufea which attended lits exhibition: The urine
was made in the quantity of four or five pints each
day, during the whole time ; the quantity then
.drank being feldom more than three pints. But
now the ficknefs being exceedingly deprefling, the
firength failing, and the diuretic effeéts beginning
to ceafe, the following prefcription was direéted.

R. Fol. Digitalis purpur. pulv. =fs.
Spec. Aromatic. pi. fp. lav. c. f. pilul. no. x.
.capiat i. nofte maneque, etalternis diebus fenfim au-
geatur dofin. '

In three days the effed of this medicine became

vifible, and when the dofe of the Digitalis had been
increafed

.
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. increafed to fix grains per day, the flow of urine
generally amounted to feven pints every twenty-
four hours. Not the leaft ficknefs, nor any other
difagreeable fymptom fupervened, though he per-
fevered in this plan until the end of Fanuary at
which time the dyfpnceea was removed, and he has
continued gradually to regain his flefh, firength,
and appetite, without any relapfe.

N S50 "SRG Bl 8 II.

About the middle ofthe year1784 a ladyaged 48,
~ returned from London, to her native air in Shrop-
thire, under {fymptoms of complicated difeafe. It
was your opinion that the plethoric ftate, confe-
‘quent to that period, when menftruation firft begins
‘to ceale, had under various appearances, laid the
foundation of that deplorable ftate which now pre-
fented itfelf. The fkin was univerfally of a pale,
leaden colour; her perfon much emaciated, and her
firength fo reduced, as to difable her from walking
without fupport. The appetite fluctuating, the di-
geftion impaired fo much, that folids paffed the
, inteftines with little appearance of folution : She
had generally eight or ten alvine evacuations every
day, and without this number, febrile {ymptoms,
attended with fevere vertiginous affection, and
vomiting regularly enfued. The ftools were of a
pale ath colour. The urine generally pale, and at
- firlt in due quantity. The region of the ftomach

' | ' | | had
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had a tenfe feel, without forenefs: the feet and
ancles cedematous, her fleep was uncertain : the
pulfe varying between 94 and 100, and feeble,
except upon the approach of the menftrual periods,
which were now only “marked by its increafed
ftrength, and exacerbation of other febrile {ymp-
toms. Emetics, faline medicines, and gentle ape-
rients were neceflary to alleviate thefe. - Six grains
of ipecac. operated with fufficient power, and half
a grain of calomel would have purged with great
violence.

From the time of her arrival till the middle of
Auguft, mercury had been continued in various
forms, and in dofes fuch as the irritable ftate of her
ftomach and bowels would admit of.  Spirit. nitri
dule. 3 fal. tartar. {quill, and cantharides were
.alternately employed as diuretics, but without fuc-
cefs, to retard the progrefs of an univerfal anafarca,
which was then advanced to fuch degree and accom-
panied by fo great debility, and other dreadful con-
comitants, as to threaten a f{peedy and fatal cataf-
trophe.

- On: the 16th of Augufl ynu firft faw her, and
dtreé’:ed thus. -

R. Mercur cinerei gr. ii.
Fol. Digital. purpur. pulv. ai. f. mai's in
pill. no. xvi. dividend.—fumat unam hora meridia-
ana, iterumque hora quinta pomeridiana quotidie.

Capiat
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Capiat lixivii faponac. gutt. L. in hauft. jufcul.
fine fale parati omni nodle.

On the 20ot® the flow of urine began to increafe,
and the continued the medicine in the fame dofe
until the 2oth of September, difcharging from fix to
eight pints of water each day for the firft week, and
which quantity gradually diminifhed as the became
empty. During this period fhe complained not of
any ficknefs, except from the lixivium, which was
after the firft dofe reduced to 20 drops ; and herap-
petite and ftrength increafed daily, though it ‘was
- evident that no bile had yet flowed into the bowels,
nor was the digeftion at all improved. ‘The ana-
farcous appearances being then removed, the Digi-
talis was omitted, and pills, compofed of mercur.
cinereus, aloes, and fal tartari diredted twicea day,
with 3i. of vin. chalybeat. in infuf. amar. fimpl.

Her amendment in other refpeds proceeded
flowly, but regularly, from that time until the gth
of October; when the ftate of plethora again recur-
ring, with its ufual attendant {ymptoms,. %Ziv. of
* blood were taken from the arm; and this was upon
the fame occafion, repeated in the following month,
with manifeft good confequences; though in both
inftances the colour of the blood, as flowing from
the vein could hardlybe called red, and the coagu-
lum was as weak in its cohefion as poffible.  The
{tate of the {tomach and bowels was by this time
greatly improved, in common with other parts of

the
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- the fyftem; but no intromiffion of bile had yet
happened: the hardnefs about the hypogaftric regi-
on, though lefs, continued in a confiderable de-
gree, and you ordered pills of mercury rubbed
down, and ruft of iron, to be taken twice a day,
with a decoédtion of dandelion and fal fode,

A cataplafm of linfeed was applied every night
over the ftomach and right fide; and, with little
deviation from this plan fhe continued to the end
of the year, improving in her general health, but
the hepatic affe@ion yet remaining. It was then
determined to try the effects of electricity, and
gentle thocks were paffed through the body daﬂy,"
and as nearly as could be through the hver in va-
.nnusﬁdneﬁ;mns

;Gz} the fifth day there was reafon to think that
fome gall-had been fecreted and poured ont, and
this became every day more evident; but it flowed
only in fmall quantity, and irregularly into the
bowels; as appeared from the faces being pal t1a.]Ijr |
tinged by it. |

In Fcbruezry the lady left this neighbourhood, and
though convalefcent, yet fo nearly well as to pro-
mife us the fatisfaction of feeing her perfe&ly ref-

tored,

Fune 29. The bile is now féci‘ﬁted in pretty Igund
quantity, her appetite is perfectly good, her ftrength

equal to almoft any degree of exercife, and her
health
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health in general better than it has been for fome
years.

Coicl 81 B IIL

Mr. W———, aged —. In fune, 1782, was
affedled with flight difficulty in refpiration, upon tak-
ing exercife or lying down in bed. Thefe {ymp-
toms increafed gradually until the end of Fuly,
when he complained of fenfe of weight and uneafi-
nefs about the preecordia; lofs of appetite; and
coftivenefs. The urine was fmall in quantity, and
high coloured ; his pulfe feeble, and intermittings
he breathed with difficulty when in bed, and {lept:
little. After the exhibition of an emetic, and an:
opening medicine of rthubarb, fena, and fal tartari,
he was direéted to take half a dram of fquill pill, |
pharm. Edinburg. night and morning, with!3fs fal..! |
fode in %ifs. infuf, amar. fimpl. twice a day;-and |
thefe medicines were continued during tendays,
without any fenfible effedt. A blifter was thenap--
plied to the fternum, and fix grains of calomel giv- -
en in the evening. The {ymptoms were now in-
creafed very confiderably, inevery particular; and
the following mfuf on was fubftituted for the former
medlmnes. ,

R. Fol. Digital. purpur. 21il.
Cort. limon. zii. infund.
Aq bullient. ibi. per hor. 2 et cola. fumat
cochl. i. primo mane etrf:pet omni hora. .

Sometime
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‘Sometime in the night confiderable naufea oc-
curred, and the following day he began to make wa-
ter in great quantity, which he continued to do for
three or four days. The pulfe in a few hours be-
came regular, flower, and ftronger, and, in the
courfe of a week, all the fymptoms entirely vanifh-
ed, and an electuary of cort. peruvian, fal martis,
-and {pec. aromatic. confirmed his cure.

In February, 1784, this gentleman had a relapfe
of his difeafe, from which he again foon recovered
by the fame means, and is now perfectly well.

LA S, IV.

G A , a hufbandman, aged 57. Was
in the year 1782 affected with a flight, but conftant
pain in his breaft, with difficult refpiration. His
countenance was yellow; the abdomen fwelled, and
hard; his urine high coloured, and in fmall quan-
tity ; appetite and {leep little. Complained of fre-
quent naufea, and of fudden profufe fweatings,
which feemed for a thort time to relieve the dyfpncea.

After the exhibition of an emetic, fix grains of
 calomel were given, with a purge of jalap in the
' morning, and repeated in a few days, with fome ap-
pearance of advantage. He was then direfled to
take fome pills of fquill, foap, and rhubarb, with a
draught twice a day, confifting of infuf. amar. fimp.
and fal tartari. The fkin foon became clearer and
| the
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the pain in his breaft confiderably diminifhed. But
every other circumf{tance remaining the fame, and
a flu@uation in the belly being now more evident,
the infudion of Digitalis as prefcribed in cafe third,
was given in the dofe of one ounce twice a day.

On the sth day the effets were apparent, and he
continued his medicine for a fortnight without nau-
fea, making four or five pints of water every night,

but little in the day, and gradually lofing the {ymp-
toms of his difeafe.

In 1784, this perfon had a relapfe, and was again
cured by fimilar treatment.

G 'S K V.

R H , Aged 43. Towardsthe end of the
year 1783, became affected with flight cough and ex~
pectoration of purulent matter. In December his
fkin became univerfally of a pale yellow colour.
The abdomen was fwelled and hard ; his appetite
little, and he complained of a violent and conftant **
palpitation of the heart, which prevented him from-
fleeping. The urine pale, and in fmall quantity.
The pulfe exceedingly ftrong, and rebounding;.
beating 114 to 120 ftrokes, every minute. He fuffer<: . .
ed violent pain of his head,and was very feeble and« =
emaciated. ‘ After bleeding, and the ufe:of gentles -
aperient medicines, he continued to take the infu=- .
fion of Digitalis for fome days; without any fenfible -
effe®. Other diuretics were tried to as little pur~

pole.
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pofe. Repeated bleeding had no effect in diminith-
ing the violent action of the heart. He died in
January following, under complicated fymptoms of
phthifis and afcites.

S U g s VI.

A man aged 57, who had lived freely in the fum-
mer of 1784, became affeted with cedematous
fwelling of his legs, for which he was advifed to
drink Fox Glove Tea. He took afour ounce bafon
of the infufion made ftrong with the green leaves,
every morning for four fucceflive days.

On the sth he was fuddenly feized with faintnefs
and cold {weatings. I found him with a pale coun-
tenance, complaining of weaknefs, and of pain,
with a fenfe of great heat in his ftomach and
bowels. The fwelling of the legs was entirely gone,
he having evacuated urine in very large quantities
for the two preceding days. He was affedted with
frequent diarrheea. The pulfe was very quick and
fmall, and his extremities cold.

A fmall quantity of broth wasdireced to be given
him every half hour, and blifters were applied
to the ancles, by which his fymptoms became gra-
dual[y' alleviated, and he recovered perfeétly in the
{pace of three weeks; except a relapfe of the ana-
farca, for which the Digitalis was afterwards {uccefs-
fully employed, in fmall dofes, without any difa-
greeable confequence.

CASE

R i, S i S e B e e o
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WAL o B 4 VLB

S D , a middle aged fingle woman,
was affe@ted in the year eighty-one, with a painful
rigidity and {light inflammation of the integuments
on the left fide, extending from the ear to thefhoul-
der. In every other particular the was healthy.
The ufe of warm fomentations, and opium, with
two or three dofes of mercurial phyfic, afforded her
eafeand the inflammation difappeared, but was fuc-
ceeded by an cedematous {welling of the part, which
very gradually extended along the arm, and down-
ward to the breaft, back, and belly. Fri&ion,
ele@ricity and mercurial ointment wereamongft the
number of applications unfuccefsfully employed to
relieve her for the {pace of three months, during
which time fhe continued in good general health.

In November {he became afcitic, paffing fmall
quantities of urine, and foon afterwards a fudden
dyfpneea gave occafion to fuppofean effufion of water
in the thorax. The Digitalis, {quills, and cantha-
rides were given in very confiderable dofes without
effect. She died the latter end of December fol-
lowing.

Gia. S E VIII.

- W- C———, a collier aged 58, was at-
tacked in the fpring of 1783 with a tertian ague,
which “he attributed to cold, by fleeping in a coal

M deriiemeiin - |-
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pit, and from which he recovered in a few days,
except 2 fwelling of the lower extremities, which
had appeared about that time, and gradually in-
creafed for two or three months. The legs and
thighs were greatly enlarged and cedematous. His
belly was fwelled, but no flu&uation perceptlble He
made fmall quantities of high coloured water. The
appetite bad, and pulfe feeble. He had taken many
medicines without relief, and was now fo reduced
in ftrength, as to fit up with dlﬂiculty An infufion *
of the Digitalis was dire@ted for him, in the
proportion of one ourice of the freth leaves to a pint
of water, two ounces to be taken three times a day,
until the ftomach or bowels became affeéted. Upon
the exhibition of the fixth dofe, naufea {upervened,
and continued to opprefls him at intervals for two or
three days, during which he paffed large quantities of
pale urine. The {welling, affifted by moderate
bandage rapidly diminifhed, and without any repe-
tition of his medicine, at the expiration of fixteen
days, he returned to his labour perfeétly recovered.

O F
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oy by piligy et

e

VERY part of the plant has more .or lefs of

the fame bitter tafte; va1ying, however, -‘as

to ftrength, "and changing withi the age of the plant
and the feafon of the }rear !

RO O T.—This varies great't}' with the age of

the plant. 'When the ftem has thot up for flower-
ing, which it does the fecond year of its growth,
the root becomes dry, nearly taftelefs, and inert.

Some praétitioners, who have ufed the root, and
been fo happy as to cure their patients without ex-
citing ficknefs, have been pleafed to communicate
the circumftance to me as an improvement in the
ufe of the plant. I have no doubt of the truth of
their remarks, and I thank them. But the cafe of

Dr. Cawley puts this matter beyond difpute. The

- fadt is, they have fortunately happened to ufe the
oot in its approach to its inert ftate, and confe-
quently have not over dofed their patients, I could,
M 2 if
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if neceffary, bring other proof to fhew that the root
is juft as capable as the leaves, of exciting naufea.

S T E M.—The ftem has more tafte than the root
has, in the feafon the ftem fhoots out, and lefs tafte

than the leaves. I do not know that it has been

particularly felected for ufe.

LEAVES. —Thefe vary greatly in their efli-
cacy at different feafons of the year, and, perhaps,
at different {tages of their growth; but I am not
certain that thisvariation keeps pace with the greater
or leffer intenfity of their bitter tafte.

~ Some who have been habituated to the ufe of
the recent leaves, tell me, that they anfwer their
purpofe at every feafon of theyear; and I believe
them, mnotwithftanding I myfelf have found very
great variations in this refpeét. The folution of
this difficulty is obvious. Tlﬁ;y have ufed the leaves
in fuch large proportion, that the dofes have been
fufficient; or more than fufficient, even in their
moft inefficacious ftate. The Leaf-flalks {eem, in
their fenfible properties, to partake of an interme-
-diate {tate between the leaves and the {tem.

FLOW ERS.—The petals, the chives, and the
pointal have nearly the tafte of the leaves, and it
has been fuggefted to me, by a very fenfible and
judicious friend, that it might be well to fix on the
flower for internal ufe. I fee no objeétion to the

PI‘DPDHT.EGH;I but I have not tried it.
SEEDS

S -
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SEE D S.—Thefe I believe are equally untried.

From this view of the different parts of the plant,
it is fuﬂ’mientl}r obvious why I ftill continue to pre-
fer the leaves.

Thefe thould be gathered after the flowering ftem
has fhot up, and about the time that the bloffoms
are caming forth, '

The leaf-ftalk and mid-rib of the leaves thould
be rejeéted, and the remaining part {hould be dried,
either in the fun-thine, or on a tin pan or pewter

difh before a fire.

if well dried, they readily rub down to a beauti-
ful green powder, which weighs fomething lefs than
one-fifth of the original weight of the leaves. Care
muft be taken that the- leaves be not fcorched in
drying, and they fhould not be dried more than
what is requifite to allow of their being readily re-
“duced to powder,

I give to adults, from one to three gra"ins of this
powder twice a day. In the reduced ftate in which
phyficians generally find dropfical patients, four
grains a day are fufficient, I fometimes give the
powder alone ; fometimes unite it with aromatics,
and fometimes form it into pills with a fufficient
quantity of foap or gum ammoniac.

M 3 | If
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If a-liquid medicine bE Preferr&d I nrdar a dram
of thefe dried leaves to be infufed for four hours
in half a pint of beiling water, adding to the ftraiiied
liquor an ounce of any fpiﬂtllt:i.ls water. One ounce
of this infufion given twice a day, is amedium dofe
for an adult patient. If the patient be ftronger than
ufual; or the fymptoms very urgent, this dofe may
be given once in eight hours ;5 and on the contrary
in many inftances half an ounce at a time will be
quite futficrent. About thirty grains.of the powder
or eight ounces of the infufion, may generally be
taken before the naufea commences.

The ingenuity of man has ever been fond of ex-
erting it{elf to vary the forms and combinations of
fedicines, Hence we have fpirituous, vinous, and
acetous tmé?eﬁres, extracts hard and foft, fyrups
with fugar,ﬁr heney, &c. but the more we multi-

ply théﬁfﬂls of any medicine, the longer we thall

be in‘afcertaining its real dofe. I have no lafting
abjection however to any of thefe formulz except
the extra®, which, from the nature of its prepara-
fion muft ever be uncertain in its effe®s ; and a
medicine whofe fulleft dofe in fubftance does not
exceed three grains, cannot be fuppofed to ftand in
need of condenfation.

It appears from feveral of the cafes, that when the
. Digitalis is difpofed to purge, opium may be joined
| with it advantageoully; and when the bowels are
* too tardy, jalap may be given at the fame time,
- without
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W

without interfering with its diuretic effets; but I
have not found benefit from any other adjunét. -

r

From this view of the dofes in which the Digi-
talis really ought to be exhibited, and from the evi-
dence of many of the cafes, in which it appears to
have been given in quantities {ix, eight, ten or-even
twelve times more than neceffary, we muft admit
as an inference either that this medicine is perfectly
fafe when given as I advife, or that the medicines
in daily ufe are highly dangerous,
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EFFECTS, RULES, and CAUTIONS.

HE Foxglove when given in very large and quick-

- ly-repeated dofes, occafions ficknefs, vomiting,
purging, giddinefs, confufed vifion, objedts appear-
ing green or yellow ; increafed fecretion of urine,
with frequent motions to part with it, and fometimes
inability to retain it ; flow pulfe, even as flowas 35
in a minute, cold {weats, convulfions, {yncope,

death.®

When given in a lefs violent manner, it pro-
duces moft of thefe effects in a lower degree ; and
it is curious to obferve, that the ficknefs, with a cer-
tain dofe of the medicine, does not take place for ma-
ny hours after its exhibition has been difcontinued ;
that the flow of urine will often precede, fometimes
accompany, frequently follow the ficknefs at the
diftance of fome days, and not unfrequently be
checked by it. The ficknefs thus excited, is ex-
tremely different from that occafioned by any other
medicines it is peculiarly diftreffing to the patient;
it ceafes,” it recurs again as violent as before ; and
thus it will continue to recur for three or four daiis,

at diftant and more diftant intervals. _
' Thefe

=

* I am doubtful whether it does not fometimes excite a copious
fow of faliva.—See cafes at pages 115, 154, and 155,

i ol i

b
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- Thefe fufferings of the patient are generally re-
warded by a return of appetite, much greater than
what exifted before the taking of the medicine.

But thefe fufferings are mot at all neceffary ;
they are the effeéts of our inexperience, and would
in fimilar circumftances, more or lefs attend the ex-
hibition of almoft every active and powerful medi-
cine we ufe.

Perhaps the reader will better underftand how it
ought to be given, from the following detail of my
own improvement, than from precepts peremptori-
ly delivered, and their fource veiled in obfcurity.

At firft T thought it neceffary fo bring on and
continue the ficknefs, in order to enfure the diuretic

effetts.

I foon learnt that the naufea being once excited,
it was unneceflary to repeat the medicine, as it was

certain to recur frequently, at intervals more or lefs
diftant, .

~ Therefore my patients were ordered %o perfift
until the naufea came on, and then to flop. But it
{foon appeared that the diuretic effects would often
take place firft, and fometimes be checked when the
{icknefs or a purging fupervened. |

The
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‘The dire@ion was therefore enlarged t'hu's—'c&v#—

tintte the medicine until the urine flows, or ﬁckﬂqﬁ or
purging take place. :

I found myfelf fafe under this regulatfﬁ’ti for two
or three years; but at length cafes occurred m
which the pulfe would be retarded to an alarming
degree, without any other precedmg eﬁ‘e& |

“The dire&ions therefore required an additional
attention to the ftate of the pulfe, and it was more-

over of confequence not to repeat the dofes too
quickly, but to allow fufficient time for the effects
of ‘each to take place, as it was found very poffible
to pour in an injurious quantity of the medicine,
before any of the fignals for forbearance appeared.

Let the medicine theréfore be given in the dofes, and
at the intervals mentioned above;—let it be continued
until it either aéls on the kidneys, the flomach, the pulfe,
or the bowels ; let it be flopped upon the fir/t appearance
of gny one of thefe effects, and I will maintain that
the patient will not fuffer from its exhibition, nor

the practitioner be difappointed in any reafnnabl:
‘expedation.

If it purges, it feldom fucceeds well.

The patients {hould" be ‘enjoined to drink very
freely during its operation. I mean, they {hould
drmk whatever they prefer, and in as great quan-

tity
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tity as their appetite for drink demands. This di-
rection is the more neceffary, as they are very ge-
nerally prepoffeffed with an idea of drying up a
dropfy, by abftinence from liquids, and fear to add
to the difeafe, by indulging their inclination to
drink.

In cafes of alcites and anafarca ; when the pa-
tients are weak, and the evacuation of the water
rapid ; the ufe of proper bandage is indifpenfably
neceflary to their fafety.

If the water fhould not be wholly evacuated,
it is beft to allow an interval of feveral days before
the medicine be repeated, that food and tonics may
be adminiftered ; but truth compels me to fa}r? that
the ufual tonic medicines have in thefe cafes very
often deceived my expe&ations.

From f{ome cafes which have occurred in the
courfe of the prefent year, Iam difpnfed to believe
that the Dlgltahs may be given in {mall dofes, viz.
two or three grains a day, {o as gradually to.remove
a drnpfy, without any. other than mild diuretic_ef-
fﬂ&a, and without any mterruptmn to its ufe until
the cure be compleated.

If inadvertently the dofes of the Foxglove thould
be preferibed too largely, -exhibited too rapidly, or
urged to too great a length ; the knowledge of a
remedy to counteradt its effeéts would be a defirable

' thing,
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thing. Such a remedy may. perhaps in time be
difcovered. The ufual cordials and volatiles are
generally rejected from the flomach ; aromatics and
{irong bitters are longer retained ; brandy will fome-
times remove the ficknefs when only flight ; I have
{fometimes thought fmall dofes of opium ufeful, but I
am more confident of the advantage from blifters.
Mr. Jones (Page 135) in one cafe, found mint tea to
e retained longer than other things.

CON-
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CONSTITUTION of PATIENTS.

IND.EPENDENT of the degree of difeafe, or

of the ftrength or age of the patient, I have
had occafion to remark, that there are certain con-
ftitutions favourable, and others unfavourable to
the fuccefs of the Digitalis.

From large experience, and attentive obferva-
tion, I am pretty well enabled to decide a priori
upon this matter, and I wilh to enable others to do
the fame: but I feel myfelf hardly equal to the un-
dertaking. The following hints, however, aiding
a degree of experience in others, may lead them
to accomplith what I yet can defcribe but imper-
fectly. ;

It feldom fucceeds m men: of great natural
firength, of tenfe fibre, of warm fkin, of florid
complexion, or in thofe with a tight and cordy
pulfe. '

If the belly in afcites be tenfe, hard, and cir-
cumicribed, or the limbs in anafarca folid and re-
fifting, we have but little to hope.

On the contrary, if the pulfe be feeble or inter-
mitting, the countenance pale, the lips livid, the
flin cold, the fwollen belly foft and fludtuating, or

the
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the anafarcous limbs readily pitting under the pref-
fure of the finger, we may expe& the diuretic ef-
fects to follow in a kindly manner.

~ In cafes which foil every attempt at relicf, I have
been aiming, for fome time paft, to make fuch a
change in the conftitution of the patleut -as mlght
give a chance of fuccels to the Dlgllalxs

By blood-letting, by neutral 'falts, b;r chryﬂa[s
of tartar, {quills, and occafional purging, 1 have
fucceeded, though imperfeétly. Next to the ufe
of the lancet, I think nothing lowers the tone of
the fyftem more effectually than the {quill, and con-
fequently it wi]l always be proper, in fuch cafes, to
ufe the fquill ; for if that fail in its defired effect, it
is one of the belt preparatives to the ddﬂ'ﬂ-tlﬂn of the
"D:gltalls

A tendency to paralytic affe@ions, or a firoke of
the palfy having aétually taken place, is no objec-
‘tion to the ﬂfe ‘of the Digitalis ; neither does a
fione exifting in the bladder forbid its ufe. ~ Theo-
retical ideas uf fedative effe&@s in the former, and
apprehenf ons of its excitement of the urinary or-
-gans ‘inthe latter 'cafe, ‘might operate fo as to
ieke s with-hold 'rtl]ef from the patient; but ex-
perience tells me, that fuch apprehenfions are
groundlefs.

CUINFER-
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INFERENGES.

T O prevent any improper influence, which the
above recitals of the efficacy of the medicine, aided
by the nnveity of the fubjer& may have upﬂn the
minds of the younger part of my readers, in raifing
their expe&ations to too high a pitch, I beg leave to
deduce a few inferences, which I apprehend the
facts will fair]}r fuppnrt.

- ——

I. That the Dlgitahs w:ll not umverfdll}r a& as a
diuretic.

I1. That it does do {o mcre genera_lly than an}
other medicme

III. That it will often produce this effect 'a.fte;r

every other probable method has been frhiﬂé’fﬁfy
tried.

IV. That if this fails, there is but httle chaﬁct
_of any other medicine fucceeding.

& o

Y. "-Tfaa;t'in proper dofes; and under 'tliev Iﬁéiﬁg&
ment nnw pmnted out, it is mild in 1ts opf,ratmn
and gives lefs difturbance to the fyﬁ:em than {quill,

or alnmﬂ: any ﬁthEr aé’tne medmme s A

VI. That when droply is attended by palfy, un-

found vifcera, great debility, or other complication
of difeafe, neither the Digitalis, nor any other diu-

retic
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retic can do more than obtain a truce to the urgen-
cy of the fymptoms; unlefs by gaining time, it may
afford opportunity for other medicines to- combat
and fubdue the original difeafe.

VII. That the Digitalis may be ufed with advan-
tage in every {pecies of dropfy, except the encyfted. -

VIII. That it may be made fubfervient to the
cure of difeafes, unconneéted with dropfy.

IX. That it has a power over the motion of the
heart, to a degree yet unobferved in any other me-
dicine, and that this power may be converted to fa-

lutary ends.

PRACTICAL
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pREREE w1 E AL

REMARKS ON DROPSY,
AND SOME OTHER DISEASES.

HE following remarks confift partly of matter

of fa@t, and partly of opinion. The former
will be permanent ; the latter muft vary with the
detedtion of error, or the improvement of knows-
ledge. I hazard them with diffidence, and hope
they will be examined with candour; not by a con-
traft with other opinions, but by an attentive com-
parifon with the pheenomena of difeafe.

ANASARCA.

§21. THE anafarca is generally curable when feat-
ed in the {ub-cutaneous cellular membrane, or in
the fubftance of the lungs.

§ 2. When the abdominal vifcera in general are
greatly enlarged, which they fometimes are, with=
out effufed fluid in the cavity of the-abdomen; the
difeafe 1s incurable. After death, the more folid
vifcera are found very large and pale. If the ca-

vity contains water, that water may be removed by
diuretics,

N § 3. In
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§ 3. In fwollen legs and thighs, where the refift-
ance to preflure is confiderable,” the tendency to
tran{parency in the fkin not obvious, and where the
alteration of pofture occafions but little alteration

in the ftate of diftenfion, the cure cannot be effe@-
ed by diuretics.

Is this difhculty of cure occafioned by fpiffitude
111 the effufed fluids, by want of proper communi-
“cation from cell to cell, or is the difeafe rather caufed
by a morbid growth of the folids, than b}r an accu-
mulation of fluid?

Is not this difeafe in the limbs fimilar to that ﬂl-'
the vifcera (§ 2)°

§ 4. Anafarcous fwellings often take place in pal-
fied limbs, in arms as well as legs; fo that the {wel-
ling does not depend merely upon pofition.

§ 5. Is there not caufe to fufpect that many drop-
fies originate from paralytic afteétions of the lym-
phatic abforbents ? And if fo, is it not probable
that the Digitalis, which is fo effedtual in removing
dropfy, may alfo be ufed advantageounfly in fome
kinds of pally?

A8 C alui PovEan S

§6. IF exilting alone, (i. ¢.) without accompa-
nying anafarca, is in children curable; in adults

generally incurable by medmnes Tapping may be
ufed
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ufed here with better chance for fuccefs than in

more complicated dropfies. Sometimes cured by
vomiting.

ASCITES and ANASARCA.

§7. INCURABLE if dependant upon
irremediably difeafed vifcera, or on a gouty confti-
tution, fo debilitated; that the gouty paroxyfms no
longer continue to be formed.

In every other fituation the difeafe yields to diu-
retics and tomnics.

ASCITES, ANASARCA, and
HYDROTHORAX.

§8. UNDER this complication, though the
fymptoms admit of relief, the reftoration of the
conftitution can hardly be hoped for.

AST HMA.

" §9. THE true fpafmodic afthma, a rare difeafe
—is not relieved by Digitalis.

§ 10. In the greater part of what are called
afthmatical cafes, the real difeafe is anafarca of the
lungs, and is generally to be cured by diuretics. (See

§ 1.) This is almoft always combined with fome
{welling of the legs.

N 2 § 11. There
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§ 11. There is another kind of afthma, in which
change of pofture does not much affe@ the patient.
I believe it to be caufed by an infarcion of the
lungs. It is incurable by difiretics; but it is often
accompanied with a degree of anafarca, and fo far
it admits of relief.

Is not this difeafe fimilar to that in the limbs at
(§ 3,) and alfo to that of the abdominal mfcera at

(§2.)?
ASTHMA and ANASARCA.

§ 12. IF the afthma be of the kind mentioned at
(§§ 9 and 11,) diuretics can only remove. the ac-
companying anafarca. But if the affe¢tion of the
breath depends alfo upon cellular effufion, as it
moftly does, the patient may be taught to expedt a
recovery.

ASTHMA and ASCITES.

§ 13. A RAR E combination, but not incura-
ble if the the abdominal vifcera are found. The
afthma is here moft probably of the anafarcous
kind (§ 10;) and this being feldom confined to the
lungs only, the difeafe generally appears in the fﬂl-
lowing form.

ASTHMA,
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ASTHMA, ASCITES, and ANASARCA.,

§14. THE curabfity of this combination will
depend upon the circumftances mentioned in the
preceding fecion, taking alfo into the account the
{trength or weaknefs of the patient.

EPLLEPS X,

§ 15. I N epilepfy dependant upon effufion, the
Digitalis will effe® a cure; and in the cafes alluded
‘to, the dropfical fymptoms were unequivocal. - It
has not had a fuflicient trial in my hands, to deter-
mine what it can do in other kinds of epilepfy,

HYDATID DROPSY.

§ 16. THIS may be diftinguifhed from common
alcites, by the want of evident flu®tuation. It is
common to both {fexes. It does not admit of a
cure either by tapping or by medicine.

HYDROCEPHALUS.

§ 17. THIS difeafe, which has oflate fo much
attradted the attention of the medical world, T be-
lieve, originates in inflammation ; and that the wa-
ter found in the ventricles of the brain after death,
is the confequence, and not the caufe of the illnefs,

It has feldom happened to me to be called upon
in the earlier ftages of this complaint, and the fymp-
N 3 toms
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toms are at firft fo fimilar to thofe ufually attendant
upon dentition and worms, that it is very difficult
to pronounce decidedly upon the real nature of the
difeafe; and it is rather from the failure of the ufual
modes of relief, than from any other more decided
obfervation, that we at length dare to give it a name.

At firft, the febrile fymptoms are fometimes fo
unfteady, that I have known them miftaken for the

fymptoms of an intermittent, and the cure attempt-
ed by the bark.

In the more advanced ftages, the diagnoftics ob-
trude themfelves upon our notice, and put the fitu-
ation of the patient beyond a doubt. But this does
not always happen. The variations of the pulfe,
{o accurately deferibed by the late Dr. Whytt, do
not always enfue. The dilatation of the pupils,
the {quinting, and the averfion to light, do not
univerfally exift. The fcreaming upon raifing the
head from the pillow or the lap, and the flufhing of
the cheeks, Ionce confidered as affording indubita-
ble marks of the difeafe; but in a child which I
fometime fince attended with Dr. Afh, the pulfe
was uniformly about 83, (E}{{‘.E‘pt during the firft
week, before we had the care of the patient.) The
child never {hewed any averfion to the light; never
had dilated pupils, never fquinted, never fcreamed
when raifed from the lap or taken out of the bed,
nor did we obferve any remarkable flufhing of the
cheeks; and the ﬂEEp was qulet but fﬂmetlmﬂs
moaning.

Frequent
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Frequent vomiting exifted from the firlt, but
ceafed for feveral days towards the conclufion. One
or two worms came away during the illnefs, and it
was all along difficult to purge the child. Three
days before. death, the right fide became flightly
paralytic, and the pupil of that eye fomewhat di-
lated.

After death, about two ounces and a half of wa-
ter were found in the ventricles of the brain, and
the veflels of the dura mater were turgid with blood.

If I am right as to the nature of hydrocephalus,
that it is at firft dependant upon inflammation, or
congeftion; and that the water in the ventricles is
a confequence, and not a caufe of the difeafe; the
curative intentions ought to be extremely different
in the firft and the laft ftages.

» It happens very rarely that I am called to patients
at the beginning, but in two inftances wherein I was
called at firft, the patients were cured by repeated
topical bleedings, vomits, and purges.

Some years ago I mentioned thefe opinions, and
the fuccefls of the pradice refulting from them, to
Dr. Quin, now phyfician at Dublin. That gentle-
man had lately taken his degree, and had chofen
hydrocephalus for the fubje® of his thefis in the
year 1779. In this very ingenious effay, which he
gave me the fame morning, I was much pleafed to
find that the author had not only held the fame

ideas



soo PRACTICAL REMARKS

ideas relative to the nature of the difeafe, but had
alfo confirmed them by diffections. i

In the year 1781, another cafe in the ﬁrﬁ flage
demanded my attention. The reader is referred
back to Cafe LXIX for the particulars.

Thave not yet been able to determine whether the
Digitalis can or cannot be ufed with advantage in
the fecond ftage of the hydrocephalus. In Cafe
XXXIII. the fymptoms of death were at hand; in
Cafe LXIX. the prad&ice, though fuccefsful, wastoo
complicated, and in Cafe CLI. the medicine was
certainly ftopped too foon,

When we confider what enorinous quantities of
mercury may be ufed in'this complaint, without af-
fecing the falivary glands, it feems probable that
other parts may be equally infenfible to the aétion
of their peculiar {imuli, and therefore that the Di-
gitalis ought to be given in much larger dofes in this,
than in other difeafes, |

HYDROTHORAX.

§18. UN D E R this name I alfo include the
dropfy of the pericardium.

The intermitting pulfe, and pain in the arms, fuf-
ficiently diftinguith this difeafe from afthma, and
and from anafarcous lungs.

It is very univerfally cured by the Digitalis. |
§ 19. I lately
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§ 19. I lately met with two cafes which had been
confidered and treated as angina peétoris. They
both appeared to me to be cafes of hydrothorax.
One fubje® was a clergyman, whofe ftrength had
been fo compleatly exhaufted by the continuance of
the difeafe, and the attempts to relieve it, that he
- did not furvive many days. ‘The other was a lady,
whofe time of life made me fufpe& effufion. I di-
re@ed her to take fmall dofes of the pulv. Digitalis,
which in eight days removed all her complaints.
This happened fix months ago, and fhe remains
perfedly well.

HYDROTHORAX and ANASARCA.

§ 20. THIS combination is very frequent, and,
I believe, may always be cured by the Digitalis.

§ 21. Dropfies in the cheft either with or without
anafarcous limbs, are much more curable than thofe
of the belly. Probably becaufe the abdominal vif-
cera are more frequently difeafed in the latter than
in the former cafes.

g O D - 10 0 i 8

§ 22. I APPREHEND this difeafe to be more
frequently conneéted with ferous effufion than has
been commonly imagined,

§ 23. Where appearancesof anafarca point out the
true caufe of the complaint, as in cafes XXIV. and
XXXIV,



202 PRACTICAL REMARKS.

XXXIV. the happieft effects may be expeded from
the Digitalis ; and menof more experience thanmy-
felf in cafes of infanity, will probably employ it fuc-
cefsfully in other lefs obvious circumitances.

NEPHRITIS CALCULOSA.

§ 24. WE have had fufficient evidence of the ef-
ficacy of the Foxglove in removing the Dyfuria and
other fymptoms of this difeafe ; but probably it is
not in thefe cafes preferable to th€ tobacco.*

OVARIUM DROPSY,

~ §25. THIS fpecies of encyfted dropfy is not with-
out ditficulty diftinguifhable from an afcites ; and
yet it is neceflary to diftinguith them, becaufe the
two difeafes require different treatment and becaufe
the probality of a cure is much greater in one than
in the other.

§ 26. The ovarium dropfy is generally flow in its
progrefs ; for a confiderable time the patient though
{fomewhat emaciated, does not lofe the appearance
of health, and the urine flows in the ufual quantity.
It is feldom that the pra@itioner is called in early
enough to diftinguifh by the feel on which fide the
cyft originated, and the patients do not attend to
that circumftance themfelves. They generally men-

ftruate

* See an original and valuable treatife by Dr. Fowler, entitled,

Medical Reporis of the Effeéls of Tobacco.

-
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{truate regularly in the incipient ftate of the difeafe,
and it is not until the preflure from the fac be-
comes very great, that the urinary fecretion di-
minithes. In this fpecies of dropfy, the patients,
upon being queftioned, acknowledge even from a
pretty early date, pains in the upper and inner
‘parts of the thighs, fimilar to thofe which women
experience in a ftate of pregnancy. Thefe pains
are for a length of time greater in one thigh than in
the other, and I believe it will be found that the
difeafe originated on that fide.

' § 27. The ovarium dfcnpfy defies the power of
medicine. It admits of relief, and fometimes of a
cure, by tapping. I {ubmit to the confideration of
practitioners, how far we may hope to cure this dif-
eafe by a feton or a cauftic. In the LXIft
cafe the patient was too much reduced and the
difeafe too far advanced to allow of a cure by any
method ; but it teaches us that a cauftic may be
pfed with fafety.

§ 28. When tapping becomes neceffary, 1 al-
ways advife the adoption of the waiftcoat bandage
or belt, invented by the late very juftly celebrated
Dr. Monro, and defcribed in the firft volume of
the Medical Effays. I alfo enjoin my patients to
wear this bandage afterwards, from a perfuafion’
that it retards the return of the difeafe. The pro-
per ufe of bandage, when the diforder firft difcovers
itfelf, certainly contributes much to prevent its
increafe.

OV A-
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OVARIUM DROPSY witH ANASARCA

§ 29. THE anafarca does not appear until the en-
cyfted dropfy is very far advanced. It is then proba-
bly caufed by weaknefs and prefiure. The Digitalis
removes it for a time.

PHTHISIS PULMONALIS. "

§ 30. This is a very increafing maladyin the pre-
fent day. Itis no longer limited to the middle part
of life : children at five years of age die of it, and
old people at fixty or feventy. It is not confined
to the flat-chefted, the fair-fkinned, the blue eyed,
the light-haired, or the fcrophulous : it-often attacks

people with full chefts, brown fkins, dark hair and

eyes, and thofe in whofe family no fcrophulous taint
can be traced. Itis certainly infectious. ‘The very
ftrict laws {till exifting in Italy to prevent the infec-
tion from confumptive patients, were probably not
enacted originally without a fufficient caufe. We
feem to be approaching to that {ftate which firft
made {uch reftrictions neceflary, and in the further
courfe of time, the difeafe will probably fall off
again, both in virulency and ﬁ‘equenc}f

§ 31. The younger part of the female fex are
liable to a difeafe very much refembling a true con-

funiptmn, and from which it is difficult to diftinguifh
; but this difeafe is curable by fteel and b!tters

A cntermn of true phthifis has been fought for in the
ftate

= FERISY

L]
L.
PR

SIS L —



ap /B R3O P SI¥D & 205

ftate of the teeth ; but the exceptions to that rule
are numerous. An unufual dilatation of the pupil
of the eye, is the moft certain charaeriftic.®

§3'2 Sydenham aflerts, that the bark dzd not
more certainly curean intermittent, than riding did
a confumption. We muft not deny the truth of an
affertion, from fuch authority, but we muft conclude
that the difeafe was more eaiﬂy curable a century
ago than it is at prefent,

i 33. If the Digitalis is no longer ufeful in con-
fumptive cafes, it muft be that I know not how to
manage it, or that the difeafe is more fatal than for-
merly ; for it would be hard to deny the teftimony
cited at page 9. I wilh others would undertake
the enquiry.

§ 34. When phthifis is accompanied with anafarca,
or when there is reafon to fufpe® hydrothorax, the
Digitalis will often relieve the fufferings, and pro-
long the life of the patient.

§ 35. Many

£ =

* Many years ago I communicated to my friend, Dr. Percival,
an account of fome trials -of breathing fixed air in confumptive
cafes.” The refults were publifhed by him in the fecond Vol. of
his very ufeful Effays Medical and Experimental, and have fince
been copied into other publications, I take this opportunity of
acknowledging that I {ulpeét myfelf to have been miftaken in the
nature of the difeafe there mentioned to have been cured. I be-
lieve it was a cafe of Pomica, and not a true Phehifis that was cured.
The Vomica is almoft always curable. The fixed air corrects the
{mell of the matter, ‘and very fhortly removes the hedtic fever.
My patients not only infpire it, but I keep large jars of the effer-
vefcing mixture conftantly at wotk in their chambers.



206 PRACTICAL REMARKS.

§ 35. Many years ago, during an attendance upon
Mr. B——, of a confumptive family, and himfelf
in the laft ftage of a phthifis; after he was fo ill as
to be confined to his chamber, his breathing be-
came fo extremely difficult and diftrefling, that he
wilhed rather to die than to live, and urged me
warmly to devife fome mode to relieve him. Suf-
pecting {erous effufion to be the caufe of this fymp-
tom, and he being a man of fenfe and refolution,
I fully explained my ideas to him, and told him
what kind of operation might afford him a chance
of relief; for I was then but little acquainted with
the Digitalis. He was earneft for the operation to
be tried, and with the afliftance of Mr. Parrott, a
very refpectable furgeon of this place, I got an
opening made between the ribs upon the lower and
hinder part of the thorax. About a pint of fluid
was immediately difcharged, and his breath became
eafy. This fluid coagulated by heat.

After fome days a copious purulent difcharge if-
fued from the opening, his cough became lefs trou-
blefome, his expectoration lefs copious, his appetite
and ftrength returned, he got abroad, and the wound,
which became very troublefome, was allowed to heal.

He then undertook a journey to London; whilft

there he became worfe: returned home, and died
confumptive fome weeks afterwards.

P UE R-
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PYUERPERAL ANASARCA.

- '§ 36. THIS difeafe admits of an eafy and certain
cure by the Digitalis.

§ 37+ This fpecies of dropfy may originate from
other caufes than child birth. In the beginning of
laft March, a gentleman at Wolverhampton defired
my advice for very large and painful fwelled legs and
thighs.  He was a temperate man, not of a dropfi-
cal habit, had great pain in his groins, and attri-
buted his complaints to a fall from his horfe. He
had taken diuretics, and the {'tmngeﬂ: draftic pur-
gatives with very little benefit. Confidering the
anafarca as caufed by the difeafed inguinal glands,
I ordered common poultice and mercurial ointment
to the groins, three grains of pulv. fol. Digitalis
night and morning,and a cooling diuretic deco@tion
in the day-time.  He foon loft his pain, and-the
fwellings gradually fubfided.

T H-E E N D.
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