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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 9

ancommon on the West Coast of Africa, is regarded as a
manifestation of syphilis. So also the sibbens of the
West of Scotland and the radesyge of Sweden and
Norway are probably identical with syphilis.  The
Amboyna pimple, an epidemic of contagious herpes, and
the pian of Nerac are likewise of the same character.
They obtain their names from the predominance of some
particular symptom. The most recent of these epidemics
occurred in 1800 at Scherlievo, a village near the coast of
the Adriatic. All these attacks presented a certain resem-
blance as regards the symptoms. Affections of the mouth
and throat, ernptions on the skin, nocturnal pains in the
bones and joints, tubercles followed by severe and deep-
seated uleeration, caries of the bones, falling off of the
hair, are more or less common in all of them. The
extension, and in some degree the character, of the sym-
ptoms were doubtless influenced by the surrounding con-
ditions. Seurvy was often simultaneously present, and
must have aggravated all symptoms.

It has been already mentioned that certain writers in
the desecription of the symptoms they witnessed during
and after the great Neapolitan epidemie, expressly referred
to the callous character of the sores. The induration
was soon regarded as symptomatic of a venereal ulcer.
Frequent reference is made to it after the middle of the
sixteenth century.

It is somewhat singular that in the early part of the
sixteenth century gonorrheea was recognised as a disease
distingnishable from others communicated through sexual
intercourse, and yet at the end of the seventeenth century
the distinetion was lost sight of. This at least is the
inference that may be drawn from Sydenham’s words,
“ Cujns virus cum per gonorrheceam non ejiciatur, san-
guinis massam dicto cifius pervadit inficitque.”” The
question, however, was not suffered to rest, but it was
not until the second half of the eighteenth century that
the theory of the identity of syphilis and gonorrhcea was
firmly opposed by Balfour, of Edinburgh, and Benjamin
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