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224 APPENDIX.

REMARKS.

The three preceding cases illustrate the chronic
and insidious nature of spinal disease, and its extra-
ordinary sympathies ; and how, from the promi-
nent or active character of the one, the other may
be overlooked or kept out of sight. They also ex-
emplify the specific effects of caustic-issues, when
applied to the seat of the former, after all other
remedies had failed ; and the inutility of local ap-
plications to the latter, in subduing the parent dis-
ease ; for, although in Haigh’s case the relief was
tedious and long protracted, yet, previously, he
had found none,—though, in other respects, he had
not been improperly treated,—till after the applica-
tion of the caustics, when he slowly recovered ;
and the cephalea, which proved so obstinate, at
length abated. I have frequently observed in spinal
cases, when this symptom has been severe, and
more especially when confined to one side of the
head, which has often been the right, that the
complaint has proved obstinate.

In Brooke’s case, the extraordinary affection of
the thigh may, perhaps, have been aggravated by
the circumstance of ascarides; for every man of
experience must have seen many anomalous symp-
toms produced by these vermin ; but on weighing
all the circumstances of the case, we are justified
in concluding the efficient cause to have been in







224 APPENDIX.

internal malleolus, circumseribed, and occupied
the space of about two half-crown pieces. For
these complaints her medical attendant had em-
ployed various remedies, both internally, and ex-
ternally to the leg, without effect. On her ad-
mission, a blister was applied over the affected
part of the leg, which evidently relieved it; but
she objected to the application of caustics to the
loins, consequently was discharged. Five years
previous to her last confinement, (having had other
two children in this interval,) on romping or play-
ing, she had the misfortune to fall with her back
against the corner of a chair, at the same time hav-
ing the weight of another person on her. The ef-
fects of this injury she subsequently felt, by fre-
quent returns or exacerbations of pain in the in-
jured part, and for which she as often had recourse
to plasters, &c. or medical aid.

g

CASE XXVIIIL

Master R., aged nearly 15 years, and a well-
formed boy, but rather delicate, had for the last
six months gradually lost his complexion and appe-
tite, and consequently grown thinner. During this
period he had frequently complained of obstinate
constipation of the bowels, insomuch as to be with-
out a motion for a week or ten days, unless he had
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the abdomen, soon removed the pain’ and' soréness
of it.

A fortnight after my visit, his parents weré
greatly alarmed from his being seized with several
f’a.inting fits (as 1 was informed, but which I' sus-
pected were of the epileptic kind) ; three hou's after
which, I found his puilse coft, and at 62, and his
tongué cleaner, and without thivst. The irritation
in the abdominal covering had not retitried ; but he
had pains in the lower part of the thighs, on walk-
ing, as well as in the calf of the right leg, fogethis
with increased weakness.  He complained of much
pain in the foréhead, a little above thé eyes, in the
day-tifhe ; #hd even in the night, if he omitted ly-
ing high with his head. 'There was little mobility
i the iris of each eye; and on looking stedfastly,
for three or folir seconds, at any objéect, his eyes
were j:)"ai'flftd and watery. This was more particu-
larly the case on reading, éspecially by ecandle-
light ; for, after looking two or three seconds ofi the
print, the letters appeared so cofifiised as to disable
hif fromi discriminating them one from another.
Slight spasiiodic twitchings were also occasionally
felt in the night Wwhen in bed, but seldom at any
other titie. In all other tespects he appeared as
deéscribed on m¥ first visit.

- Oh Exﬁminﬁtiron', I could not cleatly ascertain the
preserice of a slight degree of distortion of the tenth
dorsal vertebra ; there was, howevér, some eleva-







CASE XXIX.

Ricuarp Sykes, @t. 20, of a serofulous habit, but
well formed, and by occupation a clothier, applied
in the winter of 1815, and said, that, for the last
two years, his employment had consisted chiefly of
wheeling wet wool in a hand-barrow up a very
steep hill from the dye-house ; and, for the last six
or eight months, when at this hard work, he had
felt a severe pain in his back, about the ninth or
tenth dorsal vertebra, which passed into both sides,
and to the stomach, insomuch as to produce sick-
ness. During this latter period his appetite had
failed him ; and, from the account given by his me-
dical attendant, he had been labouring under fever
for some time past, and had graduft]]_v, both lost
flesh, and grown weaker.

His pulse now was soft, and at 106, and his
tongue a good deal furred and yellowish, with some
thirst. He was excessively chilly in the day-time,
without much increased heat; but, on moderate
exertion, perspired much from weakness, as well as
sometimes in bed. His urine was somewhat high,
with occasionally a mucous settlement of a lateritious
tinge ; and he complained of great weakness in the
lower extremities, especially on walking, or on long
standing. His bowels were costive, and his stools
sometimes of a cineritious cast ; and he rested very
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CASE XXX,

Master R., aged four months, and apparently a
healthy and lively child, but of a fretful disposi-
tion, was, in the summer of 1816, attacked with
more frequent fits of crying than usual, particularly
in the night. These were attributed to a disor-
dered state of the bowels and digestive organs,
but which seemed, for a few weeks, to admit of
some relief from the use of emetics and calomel.
At the expiration, however, of this period, it was
observed, that in addition to these fits of crying,
when he awolke from sleep, there was an evident
sense of suffocation for'a moment ; but, as soon as
he cried freely, this affection disappeared.

After continuing in this state, with little varia-
tion, for two months, the complaint began to as-
sume a more aggravated character ; for now, in-
spiration was not only further impeded for six or
eight seconds, but attended with a squeaking or
stridulous noise, which sometimes resembled the
crowing of a mcl::, and which always terminated
by crying. The attacks, which at first were prin-
cipally confined to the time of awaking, were soon
observed to be more frequent, by returning in the
intervals of sleep ; notwithstanding, all the secre-
tions proceeded naturally, and the child gained

flesh.


















































































































































































