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Thus it appears that the variations of the at-
mosphere donot exceed 16 degrees of Fahrenheit’s
scale in the tropical climates, nor 18 in the tem-
perate. There is however this great difference
between the two situations, that in the former, the
quicksilver ranges at about 80 degrees, and never
descends below 64 ; whereas in the latter, it never
ascends above 66, and sinks as low as 48, which
is seven degrees below what is called temperate
in Europe. - Whether this difference of tempera-
ture can account for the following fact, which is
recorded by Captain Cook, I must leave undeter-
mined ; but if there be no mistake in the state-
ment, it shews that temperate climates are not
exempt-from some glandular affections, while the
tropical ones are free from all. “ Two other dis-
eases are common among them ; one of which is a
firm swelling which affects the legs and arms ; the
other is a tumor of the testicles, which sometimes
exceeds the size of the two fists.”* 1f this was not
an enlargement of the epididymis, nor a varicose
distention of the spermatic veins, which, when the
scrotum is relaxed and unsupported, will some-
times swell to a considerable size ; the glandular
substance alone must have composed the tume-
faction ; and might have been of the same nature
as that swelling of the testis, which occurs not
unfrequently in this country, and supervenes te
the cynanche parotidza.

4 Voyage to the Pacific Ocean. Ch. x. p,279.
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in men, or on the inside of the labium in women,
gets sooner into the inguinal glands, sooner into
the habit, than if it had been applied to the out-
side of either.”?

That the matter of morbid poison is capable of
passing into the system by means of the absor-.
bents, notwithstanding the interposition of the
cuticle, has been often proved. A very conclusive -
instance is recorded, I think, in the Philosophical
Transactions, of two boys, who were both attack-
ed with hydrophobia, in consequenee of having
handled the tongue and throat of a dog, which
was afflicted with that dreadful disease. It was
clearly ascertained, that the cuticle of the hands
of both of them was entire. I believe it is an
acknowledged fact, that the plague, and even
fevers of the typhdid class, are communicable by
contact. 'The matter of variola and vaccinia, is
not sufficiently active to pass through the cuticle
on the extremities of the body ; it is therefore usual
in the process of inoculating those diseases to
abrade it. But the experiment of Dr. Mead, who
applied variolous matter on lint to the nostrils of
some condemned criminals, and thus communi-

cated the small-pox in an aggravated form, shews -

i

4. See ‘A New and Easy Method of curing Lues Venerea,
by the introduction of mercury into the system through the
orifices of the absorbent vessels in the inside of the mouth,’
by Peter Clare, Surgeon. Ed. 3, p. 19, 20, 21, 22. !


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































