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remedy to public attention requires no
apology, provided the testimonies in its
support are such as to warrant the distin-
guished character 1 am induced to give
of it.  Such a remedy at the present pe-
riod claims the more attention from this
additional circumstance, that Peruvian
Bark, for which it forms a substitute, and
to which it is a superior article, has
of late years fallen off in qua=
lity, whether from sophistication or
otherwise I shall not pretend to saygj
though this degeneracy, I should rather
consider, was the effect of the great
demand for it, and that the plantations
from which it has hitherto been pro«
cured are wearing out, for it is a known
fact, the West India Cinchona is not
equal to that originally introduced from
the seat of its first discovery, the Span=
ich Dominions in South America.-——-l
Prefacing then these remarks, I shalﬂ
proceed to describe the medicine itself.
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Portuguese Merchants, and employed by
them for the purposes of improving the
color, aétringencf and richness of red
wine. From this use in the manufactur-
ing of wine, the Portuguese and Spanish
merchants have kept its properties so
concealed that, in this country, till now,
the root was entirely unknown. By
chance it came in my way. The captain
of a Spanish ship taken some months
ago, having mentioned these facts, I was
induced to apply for farther information
to several Spanish wine merchants, who
corroborated the account, with respeet
to a certain root being used as a color-
ing liquor, but were unacquainted with
its name and production. One of them
in particular was so obliging as to fure
nish me with a preparation of it, which
he had received from Portugal under
the name of wine coloring, which proved
to be a saturated infusion of the root in
brandy: the deep color and richness it
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is resinous, The ligneous part is tough
and fibrous, and somewhat mucilaginous.

Sensible Qualities.—On being slightly
masticated, the root discovers a very grate=
ful astringency, which lcaves a lasting im=
pression en the palate, and is slightly aro-
matic and bitter, and very productive of
extractive matter. Thesc qualities are im=-
parted as well as its coloring matter, both
to cold and beiling water, and to proof
spirit.  The tincture made with brandy
approachesvery nearly tothe flavor of Port
wine. These properties shew that, as a
medicine, it resembles more the Bark or
Cinchona than the Rubia Tinctorum,
The decoction and infusion precipitate
also a greater proportion of Tannin than:
the same preparations of the Cinchona
and an ink is formed by either with the
Sulphate of Iron., With respect to its
tinctures, that made with rectified spirit
of wine tastes both bitter aud astringent,
and is slightly arematic. So strongly akoe
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is it impregnated with the resinous prin-
ciple, that on the addition of water it
becomes turbid. Proof spirit equally
extracts its resin and the gum,

e ——

GENERAL DEDUCTIONS.

From the sensible qualities of this
root, and its constituent principles, dis=
covered by the above chemical in¥esti-
gation, its power as a tonic medicine,
independent of any other proof, will
stand evinced to every practitioner.

Astringency, Aroma and Tannin are
the three great constituent parts of all
powerful strengthening medicines 3 and it
is the union of the two first that particu-
larly characterises the Bark, and proves
its superior efficacy to the vegetable To-
nics of this country, in which they do not
exist in the same proportion. The third

B0




12

principle, Tannin, is one that has not
been long discovered, and one, to the
great knowledge of which we are in-
debted to the late improvements in mo-
dern Chemistry. The importance that
seems to be attached to this princi=
ple in the practice of Medicine is per=
haps not yet sufficiently appreciated.
[t approximates more to animal matter
than the other principles, and has accord-
ingly been supposed from this ecircum-
stance to possess a higher febrifuge power.
In proof of it, this principle has been
employed singly by Mr. Pezzoni, a
French Physician at Constantinople, and
with a success superior to the use of the
Bark, or any other article where the pro-
portion of this principle is less. This
practice of Pezzoni is supported by the
opinion of Vauquelin and some French
Chemists reasoning on the nature and
‘properties of the animal constitution.
If these facts then are just, it is clear
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the Rhatany Root, from its greater quan-
tity of Tannin, must in the same
degree be a superior remedy to the
Bark in all cases in which the latter me-
dicine is employed.
Tothisanotherimportant consideration
with most patients may be added, that
the Rhatany is much more agreeable to
the taste than the Bark., It has not the
same degree of bitterness, nor is it so
apt to affect the bowels. These consi-
derations are of the first consequence in
the diseases of children, and where the
stomach and bowels are uncommonly
irritable. Such situations are too often a
bar to the use of the Bark, and the practi-
tioner is under the necessity of combining
it in such a manner as to conceal its taste,
or to prevent the unpleasant symptoms,
as sometimes entirely defeats its effect.
Having said so much in favor of this
medicine, from its sensible qualities and
constituent principles, it is now proper
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1 should confirm these assertions by stat-
ing my own experience of it, and that
of other respectable authorities in actual
practice. In order to draw the attention
of the Faculty to the subject, and to in-
duce them to give a fair trial of its vir-
tues, I some time ago published a con-
cise account of it in The Medical and
Chirurgical Review, (now published un-
der the title of, The London Medical
Review.) The learned and scientific Edi-
tors of which, with that polite attention
and liberality which mark their conduct,
immediately brought forward my com-
municaton, which had the desired effect in
recomimending this medicine to the no-
tice of the Faculty. It has accordingly
been used by the first names in medi=-
cine, who have all bestowed upon it the
highest eulogium as a restorative and to=-
nic. The particulars of these testimonies,
with the result of my own experience, I
shall now state under a distinct head.

o i
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SECT. II.

Concervine that from the analogy of
the Rhatany Root to the Bark in its sen=
sible qualities, I should in the first in-
stancec onsider it as a substitute for that
medicine: I accordingly directed my
attention to those cases of disease in
which the Bark is supposed to act in
some degree as a specific ; I mean Inter-
mittent Fevers.

Cases 1 and 2.

Tug first opportunity I had of giving
the Rhatany Root a trial in intermittent
fever, was to a Lady in Clarges Street. On
my first visit to her, she informed me
that daring her residence in Suffolk
about twenty years ago, she was subject
to ague, and that she could not take the
Peruvian Fark on account of it oppress=

ing the stomach, and violently disagreeing




16

with the bowels, in consequence of which
her medical friend then preseribed for
her, the solution of Arsenic. Iordered a
gentle emetic of Ipecacuan powder to be
taken inthe even, and a dose of Rhubarb
and Calomel the following morning.
After the due operation of which she

commenced taking the Rhatany Root

powder in the quantity of twenty grains
made into a draught with peppermint
water, every four hours.—On the follow-
ing day she experienced a very slight
paroxysm, after whichit did not recur,—
The remedy did not in the least disa-
gree with the stomach or bowels; but on
the second day of taking it, she found
her appetite improve, and her general
health afterwards gradually to amend.
Her sister, then on a visit with her from
the country, was soon after attacked
with tertian ague. The same remedy
was employed with equal success.

.—.__.-l--_l
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already seen of its effects, I think it bids
fair to be a most valuable addition to
the Materia Medica—I have been fore
tunate enough already to meet with two
cases of intermittent to try it in—The
first had been of long standing—He had
been taking Fowler’s Arsenical Solution
for some time without effect. After the
operation of a cathartic medicine, I gave
him Pulv. Rhatanie, gr. xx. quarta
quaque hora. At the next period he
had a very slight paroxysm, but has not
since experienced any recurrence, and
his general health, which was wretch-
edly bad, is improving daily. The
other case had been of a week’s standing,
and nothing had been done for him—I
prescribed an emetic, and on the follow-
ing morning a gentle aperient, after
which the Rhatany Powder was exhibit=
ed as in the former case, and to my
great satisfaction he has had no return
of the fit, and is in perfect health—I

A
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. Case 7.
Epilepsy.

Communicated by Dr. Marris, of Colchester, late of
Winterton in Lincolnshire.

“ I mave given the Rhatany Root a
fair trial, and have the pleasure to add
that it has not only fully answered but
exceeded my most sanguine expecta=
tions. The first patient for whom I pre-
scribed it was my own grand-daughter,
an infant about four years old, who from
the age of one year has been in a most
deplorable state, owing, as her mother
supposes, to an injury she received
through her nurse-maid letting her fall
when she was about two years old. Her
mother perceived that she had nearly
lost the use of her left side, which, with
her general debility, increased so that at
the age of four years she was totally in-
capable of walking or raising her left
hand. She was also subject to Epileptic
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fits, which often eccurred four times in
the course of twenty-four hours, When I
saw her, which is now about twelve
months ago, [ ordered her to be electri=
fied, and prescribed the Peruvian Bark
and other tonic medicines, from which
she derived no benefit; but on the con-
trary the Epilepticfits were more frequent
in their recurrence. An account of the
Rhatany Root in that respectable publi-
cation, The Medical and Chirurgical Re-
view, induced me to give it a trial, 1
accordingly commissioned a friend of
mine to obtain some of the foreign ex-
tract of it from Messrs. Reece and Co.,
Chemists, of Henrietta-street, with which
I made a saturated tincture, and gave the
child a tea spoonful of it three times a
day in the arrow root jelly. Although she
had a great aversion to the Peruvian
‘Bark in any form, yet from the great si-
militude of this tincture to Port wine,
she called it wine, and would not take
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the arrow root jelly without it. She had
net taken it a fort night before her health
began manifestly to improve. The fits
became less frequent, and in a month
she was capable of walking alone, and
could lift up the left hand to her head ;
and at this time, which is about six
months since her commencement with
the Rhatany Root, she has only been
affected with a slight epileptic {it once
a fortnights andasthey evidently become
slighter, and the intervals longer, and her
strength increasesy I have no doubt but
that they will gradually leave her. She
has also so far lost that epileptic counte=
nance, or silly appearance, as many of
her friends who had seen her some
months ago did not know her to be the
same child, The great and unexpect-
ed success that attended the exhibition
of the Rhatany in this case, induced me
to give it in several cases of great debility
of the system, in ague, scrofula, in short
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so obliging as to favor me with their opi-
nion of it. 'The physicians and surgeons
of hospitals at Edinburgh and Dublin,
and most of our provincial hospitals, have
very lately determined to give it a trial,
in lieu of the Bark, the result of which, 1
I have not the least doubt, will confirm
the account I have given of it. |

From Dr. Cheston, Physician to the General
Infirmary, at Gloucester.

‘1 have certainly made frequent use
of the Rhatany Root, where I formerly
employed the Peruvian Bark, and I am
satisfied with equal, if not greater, suc-
CESS.“

From Dr. Beugo, Rochester.
¢ [ am in the train of constant trial of

the Rhatany Root, which, in several in-
stances, seems to have had a marked su-

periority over the Cinchona.”

From Mr. Griffith, Domestic Surgeon and Apo-
thecary to the Infirmary at Chester.

‘¢ Hitherto we have had few opportu=-
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Covent Garden, where many medical gen-
tlemen have been, and still may be, sup-
plied with it, on the same terms I pro-
cured it, with the expressview that its me=~
dicinal powers may be put to the testof ex=
perience. Since then I have learnt, with
much pleasure, that a very large parcel
has arrived in this country on board a
prize vessel from South America, the
whole of which is now in the hands of
one of the most respectable Drug-mer=

no medicine shall be purchased there but of the
most approved and genuine quality the market can
supply ; and he challenges the most severe tests in
ascertaining the quality of drugs that can be em-
ployed in respect to every article obtained from
this quarter. Besides, the object of this concern is
to embrace not only the Pharmaceutical forms of
medicine of the dispensatory of the College, but
also of the Foreign Colleges, many of which pos-
sess, it is well known, considerable merit, and
which physicians have not an opportunity of
prescribing, from their not being kept in the
shops.
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phate or suboxyphosphate of iron, Mr.
Carmichael commences with ten grains
three times a day, and gradually increa-
ses the dose to double that quantlty, or
sometimes more, if the appetite is not
impaired, or if the head be free from
pain, both of which circumstances large
doses of ferruginous preparations are
apt to produce. Mr. Carmichael ob-
serves that he has always found the in-
ternal and external use of those remes
dies to improve the appearance of can-
cerous ulcers, and to abate or remove al-
together the characteristic cancinating
pains of the diseases or if the ulcer,
after having made considerable progress
to a cure, should become stationary, he
directs the surface to be sprinkled with
a more active preparation, as the arse-
niate of iron, which he has found to
produce healthy granulation, and to ef-
fect a cure.

The following Case Dr. Reece puh—
lishes to corroborate the opinion of Mr.
Carmichael that the same preparations of
iron do possess the power of destroying
the vitality of parasytical animals.

A Lady aged 45 had been afflicted
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three years with great pain in the re-
gion of the uterus. She had menstru=-
ated very irregularly, and had latterly
been much troubled with fluor albus.
The cervix uteri appearing to be scir=
rhous, and her general health much
impaired, the oxyphosphate was admi=
nistered in the manner suggested by Mr.
Carmichael. When she had taken this
preparation a week, her health began
evidently to improve, and after persisting
in its use ten days longer, she was seized
with great pain in the region of the
womb similar to labour, which was in
a few hours followed by a discharge of
hydatids, amounting nearly to three
quarts, The hydatids continued to pass
with the hemorrhage for some days,
but on account of slight fever, she dis=
continued the use of the oxyphosphate
of iron till it subsided, when it was re=
administered : she now enjoys a good
state of health, and free fmm any ute=

rine affection.

SUPER-CARBONAS SODA.

The carbonate of Soda, by being com=
bined with an excess of carbonic acid
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(as in this preparation,) 1is rendered
not only more pleasant to the taste, but
less liable to offend the stomach. Dr.
Duncan observes, it is the only form in
which the Soda can be exhibited in
sufficient doses, and for a sufficient
length of time to derive much benefit
from its use in calculous complaints.
A solution of the super-carbonate of
Soda in pure water (in the proportions
of four scruples to a pint) is preferable
to the aerated Soda Water, on account
of the carbonic acid gas not being dis-
engaged on exposure to the atmosphere.
‘On the addition of a small quantity of
~Jemon or tartareous acid, a very pleas=
sant effervescence is produced. They have
also made the same preparation of Kali.

ACIDUM TARTARI PURIF.

This acid has lately been received
into most of the foreign dispensatories
aunder the title of Essenrtial acid of Tar-
tar. It is equally pleasant, pure and
wholesome, as the same preparation of
the Citric acid, sold under the name of
¢¢ Concrete Lemon Juice.” It is per-
fectly soluble in water, and to form a
neutral salt or the saline mixture, re-










