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150 DENTAL PRACTICE.

simple enough, unless, from neglect, their walls are
allowed to become too weak to stand the packing of
gold fillings. It is a common practice, however, to
prepare all such cavities by simply driving a rose
drill into them, and then inserting the filling. This
18 a rough and ready way of preparing for a failure,
unless the drill is unnecessarily large, for such
cavities are never cylindrical in shape, and a drill
will either not cut out enough to make the filling
safe, or 1t will cut away too much sound dentine.
It 18 perhaps well enough to open a cavity of this
description with a drill, but it should never be
considered ready for a filling until all the fissures
radiating from it are cut out, which may be done
with fissure drills, or with a narrow enamel chisel.
My own practice is to open all these cavities with a
chisel, feeling the depth and extent of the decay,
and noting the course of the fissures which are to be
cut out after I have ascertained the nature of the
cavity, when the fissure drills may be very useful.
I find this a safer course, as one will sometimes
meet with a case where, after cutting away a com-
paratively strong substance of enamel, the drill will
plunge suddenly into a soft and sensitive dentine, to
the great discomfort and alarm of the patient; and
% all this is better to be avoided if possible. Not
infrequently there will be two or three of these
cavities in a grinding surface, and they may be
connected by narrow fissures, or possibly, but more
rarely, they may be separated by perfectly sound,
well caleified enamel. There cannot, however, be







1592 DENTAL PRACTICE.

precaution to pack a lining of gutta-percha in that
portion of the cavity (taking care that the pressure
shall not be directly towards the pulp) and, when
this is hard, complete with gold. The gutta-percha
will save the pulp from the shock which it might
be subjected to from hot or cold drinks, or food, if
the gold, with its quick conducting nature, were in
close proximity to it.

In the description of the process of making and
fitting gold cups and gutta-percha fillings, quoted
from Dr. Essig, on page 80, that author mentions
a case which had come under his observation,
where a gutta-percha filling had lasted fifteen years
in a position not exposed to much attrition. It is
not by any means an exceptional case, but I wonder
how many of our experienced operators (I use the
word ‘ experienced ' because those who are not
so qualified to form an opinion are usually too
sanguine to put any limit to the durability of their .
work) would not be glad to be assured that the
gold fillings they make in positions which are not
exposed to much wear from mastication, would last
as long. It is in such situations that gutta-percha
makes a safer, and certainly a more comfortable
filling than can be made with gold, however well
the work may be done. I do not by any means
advocate the use of gutta-percha as an unprotected
permanent filling in situations where a soft material
must of necessity be worn away rapidly. Gold
fillings very rarely fail in the grinding surfaces of
molars and bicuspids, or in the lingual surfaces of













156 DENTAL PRACTICE.

at least as the second bicuspid, with gold. For
molars, however, when we consider the difficulty of
keeping such cavities dry long enough to pack a
good gold filling, even with the rubber dam, and
the difficulty of applying the rubber dam to be
useful in such a locality, without ¢ dissecting away
the gum ”—as a dentist once ecoolly told me he
did in such cases, without any idea that he was
talking of such a.dreadful thing as vivisection—I
doubt whether 1t 1s not best to be content with the
degree of permanency that can be got from gutta-
percha, more especially if the lesion is extensive.
These cavities usually extend under the margin of
the gum, and, if gold is to be used, it is of the
utmost importance to make sure of clean excava-
tion there. If the operator is not confident of his
ability to excavate without touching the gum with
his instruments, he must cut the gum away, and
after placing a proper clamp or clamps, apply the
rubber dam, but as all this adds immensely to the
formidable nature of the operation, it is better, if
one can, to train the eye and hand to work without
these appliances. This certainly can be done, for I
have never cut away the gum to fill a cavity of this
natore. I have often found the gum growing over
the edge of such a cavity, perhaps filling 1t, so that
it required to be pressed back; but these were dead
teeth almost invariably, and the necessary course of
dressings has always enabled me to get the gum
out of the way without cutting. If the cavity
extended far under the margin of the gum, I have
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