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2 ON LACERATIONS OF THE

description, still there are some reasons for sup-
posing, that they occur much more frequently
among those of the inferior class. Thus, of 8,600
patients delivered in the Lying-in-Hospital of this
city, during the years 1819-20, and 21, there
occurred twenty cases of ruptured Uteri;* being
m the proportion of one to four hundred and
thirty.} Now it is well known that many prac-
titioners, extensively engaged in midwifery, have
passed through a long professional life without
having met more than two or three instances,
at furthest, of this accident ; a circumstance which
could hardly have happened, were all classes of
females equally predisposed to its occurrence.
Dr. Willan, in a note prefixed to his interesting Re-
port on the Diseases of London, states, that a physi-
cian of eminence, in attending 2,982 ladies from the
year 1776 to 1800, inclustve, lost thirty patients,
one of whom only, died in consequence of a lace-
ration of the Uterus ; and from conversations which
I have held on the subject with practitioners of
many years’ standing in this city, I am inclined to
think that this may be looked on as the fair average
proportion among females in the better ranks.

* Several of these patients had the Uterus ruptured before
coming into the hospital, while others were admitted after

having suffered severely from previous mismanagement.

+ Mr. Burns makes the proportion one in 940 cases.
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4 ON LACERATIONS OF THE

there, unfortunately, exist any disproportion be-
tween the parts of the mother, and the head of the
infant, or should proper measures not be employed
to obviate distressing symptoms, and that the la-
bour pains continue to recur with extreme vio-
lence, there is great risk of the Uterus giving way,
the laceration being of course most likely to occur
at that part where the greatest pressure has been
sustained.

The sex of the infant, it would appear, may also
have some share in occasioning this very distress-
ing occurrence. Thus, of the twenty patients to
whom 1 have already alluded, there were deliver-
ed of boys fifteen,* of girls five, a circumstance
for which I conceive the experiments of Dr. Clarke
of this city afford a satisfactory explanation.
Dr. C. (in his second letter to Dr. Price) informs
us, that, having measured the heads of sixty male

* Two of those were first cases.

Number of Pregnancies.  Number of hours in Labour.
Tour had two children.  Three were twelve hours.

Five had three. Three were twenty-four
Four had six. hours.

Two had seven. Nine were thirty-six hours.
Two had eight. Two were forty-eight hours.
One had nine.

In one case the arm presented, in all the rest the presenta-
tion was natural. .
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16 ON LACERATIONS OF THE

than two hours, when she was seized with great
Pain in the belly, and nausea, but had no vomit-
ing. Great irritability succeeded, with faintness,
and excessive restlessness; and af half an hour
past ten in the evening she died undelivered. A
practitioner in midwifery was sent for, who deli-
vered her of a dead child, without any difficulty,
the membranes. being entire. On the following
day the cavity of the abdomen was examined,
but no morbid appearance whatever was disco-
vered in the viscera. The Uterus and Vagina,
which, it was observed, formed one continuous
canal, were found to have sustained no injury
whatever, but on turning down the fundus uterl
over the pubis, between forty and fifty transverse
lacerations were discovered 1n the peritoneal co-
vering of its posterior curface; none of which,
observes Dr. Clarke, were in depth above the
twentieth of an inch, and many Were merely fis-
sures in the membrane ‘tself. The edges of the
lacerations were thinly cov ered with flakes of coa-
gulated blood, and about an ounce of this fluid
was found in the fold of the peritoneum which
dips down between the Uterus and Rectum.

From what I have stated the preceding pages;
we may perceive I what obscurity Jacerations of
the Uterus and Vagina are at times involved, and
of course how necessary 1t is, before coming to any
determinate conclusion, that a careful and accurate












































































































02 ON LACERATIONS OF THF

The demand for liquids is very great ; so urgent
in fact 1s her thirst, that, to use her own expression,
“ she would wish to drink all day long.” The
liquids that agree best are tea, milk, but above all,
plain water. Spirits, porter, and beer, occasion,
even 1n the smallest quantities, flatulence and aci-
dity : they also, she thinks, increase considerably
the urinary discharge, a circumstance which it 1s
obvious, from the state of the bladder, must be pro-
ductive of much inconvenience. As this woman’s
case was so peculiarly well calculated for ascertain-
ing the relative nutrient properties of different arti-
cles of diet, I was anxious to follow up myinquiries
onthisinteresting subject; butregretthatherlimited
means of support, as well as her unwillingness to
submit to such irksome experiments, have in a
oreat measure defeated my intentions.*

bulk, than any other root or vegetable. In France they are
employed with great advantage for this purpose. During the
winter season hogs have no other food; and bullocks and
oxen are found to thrive well on them. Cows fed with pars-
nips give more milk than with any other kind of fodder; and
it yields more butter, and of a better quality, than the milk of
cows nourished with any other substance. Horses also fatten
on this food, although it is asserted by some that it renders
them less mettlesome, and hurts their eyes.—See REES’s
CycLOP®DIA, art. Parsnips.

* The subject of nutrition has lately engaged the attention
of Majendie, one of the most eminent physiologists of the pre-
sent day; and as his viewsof this important subject have at-
tracted much attention, it may not be irrelevant to notice them
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