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ADVERTISEMENT.

Thue following Work was announced to the Public, and
would have appeared at the beginning of the year, but
that the Author was desirous of obtaining the sanction of
the Royal College of Physicians to dedicate it to that
learned body. To the gratification of this desire, the Pre-
sident, with his accustomed politeness, afforded every faci-
lity, consistently with a due deference to the individual
Judgement of the Fellows of the College. A copy of the
Work was laid for public inspection upon the Censors’
table on Feb. 3; an official notice of the same com-
municated ; and three other copies circulated among the
Fellows in rotation, and in as many different directions,
for an examination of it at their respective homes. The
Court assembled on March 81, when the question was

taken into consideration, and the Author’s request unani-
mously acceded to.

April 2, 1817.
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Tue following work was commenced, and its general out-
line laid down, as early as the year 1808, though the pres-
sure of professional and other engagements has prevented
its completion till now. The interval, however, has not
been entirely thrown away, for the author has endeavoured
to keep his :E;re open to every publication or hint that has
since appeared on the subject, or has had any connection
with it, and has availed himself of whatever he has found
most valuable or interesting.

The main object of the present attempt is not so much
to interfere with any existing system of NosoLoGy as to fill
up a niche that still seems unoccupied in the great gallery
of physiological study. It is that, if it conld be accom-
plished, of connecting the science of diseases more closely
with the sister branches of natural knowledge; of giving
it a more assimilated and family character ; a more obvi-
ous and intelligible classification; an arrangement more
simple in its principle, but more comprehensive in its
compass ; of correcting its nomenclature, where correction
is called for, and can be accomplished without coercion;
of following its distinctive terms as well upwards to their
original sources, as downwards to their synonyms in the
chief languages of the present day; and thus, not merely
of producing a manual for the student, or a text-book for
the lecturer, but a book that may stand on the same shelf
with, and form a sort of appendix to, our most popular
systems of NATURAL HIsTORY ; and may at the same time
be perused by the classical scholar without disgust at that
barbarous jargon, with which the language of medicine is
so perpetually tesselated ; and which every one has com- |
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PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. v

so generally attended by its own train of symptoms, or co-
incidents, which is the literal rendering of symptoms,* that
he who steadily attends to these will not often be greatly
deceived, and if he should be, he can find no other guide
to set him right.

The symptoms of a disease, indeed, have not unfre-
quently been said to constitute the disease itself. This is
not perhaps strictly true; they are rather an algebraical
character designating an unknown quantity, but which,
in the hands of a skilful mathematieian, may be managed
as readily in working a proposition as if such unknown
quantity were a sensible object.

It is hence that the writings of Hippocrates and of
Sydenham are so highly and deservedly esteemed ; and
will be so as long as medicine shall be practised. In
their hypotheses they are often erroneous: but they seldom
indulge in hypotheses, and we do not look to them for
their speculations, but for that which peculiarly charac-
terises their pages, a clear and intelligible statement of
symptoms, a valuable history of lmthngtmmic facts. Cel-
sus, though his plan is more general is also in this respect
hlg]l]f entitled to praise; it is by attending to the perspi-
cuous description he has given us of the leading features
of some of the diseases he has delineated, that we have
been best able, as will be shown in the progress of this
work, to restore his text, in various instances, to its ori-
ginal purity and correctness, and to rescue it from the ob-
scurity or nonsense in which it has been involved by the
blunders of copyists, who have occasionally mistaken one
name for another, or filled up lacuna, produced by the de-
vouring tooth of time, with their own erroneous conceits.

IL. Plater may be regarded as the morning-star that
first glimmered in the hemisphere of symptomatology, as
Serveto was in that of the circulation of the blood. The

a Eu;.-:ww;.r.:w: from cvumimra, “ to fall in, happen together, or
coincide.”






PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. vii

distinet arrangements—a symptomatical, au etiological,
and an anatomical, so as to accommodate itself to the
taste of the old school as well as of the new. The symp-
tomatical, to which the others are professedly subordinate,
is by far the most extensively elucidated; and comprises
ten classes, (each introduced by an elaborate pathological
synopsis) upwards of forty orders, more than three hun-
dred genera, and an almost innumerable host of species.
Quel nombre prodigiewxr d&' ennemis! exclaims M. de
Ratte, alluding to this vast muster, in his elogy on the
author, delivered before the Royal Society of Sciences in
Montpellier; or rather alluding to the somewhat smaller
muster of the preceding edition, for the last was not then
published. We have yet, however, to add the varieties,
which under several species are not few; and to bear in
mind that to every variety, species and genus, as far as
their relative characters will allow, are allotted a defini-
tion, list of synonyms, history, diagnosis, prognosis, and
mode of curve; with, frequently, an exemplification of
cases, and a brief statement of the peculiar opinions of
other writers, before we can fairly appreciate the entive
mass of matter with which the volumes of M. de Sauvages
abound. He seems, indeed, to have been desirous of col-
lecting materials of every kind and quality from every
quarter Lo which a market was open; and of following up
every deviation from health into all its possible as well as
its actual shades and ramifications, so that no man might
have to add a syllable to his work after him.

It is not very surprising, therefore, that a work thus
constituted and conducted should be considerably too dif-
~ fuse. This is its leading evror; yet it is a venial one, and
was by no means destitute of advantage at the time of its
commission ; for the very amplitude the work evinces ren-
dered it, when first completed, a sort of nosological bazaar,
to which every one might have recourse who was in pur-
suit of this new branch of study: and where he might ac-
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~community. Linnéus, who was at this period carrying

- forward his system of botany to a perfection that leaves
little to be wished for, cultivated his acquaintance from
the first; and the new ¢ Methodic Nosology” became so
popular in every quarter, that there was scarcely a patho-
logist of any eminence for learning who did not eagerly
study it, embrace its general principles, and endeavour,
by different modifications, to clear it of its imperfections,
and work it into a more finished form. And hence the
snceessive attempts of Linnéus at Upsala,® Vogel at Got-
tingen,” Cullen at Edinburgh,® and Sagar at lglaw,* in
Moravia: and hence the strong and ardent hope expressed
by Gaubius, that nosology was now on the point of drop-
ping its looseness and uncertainty, and of entering into the
list of strict sciences. And it is highly ereditable to the
liberality of M. de Sauvages, and offers an example which
ought never to be lost sight of; that instead of being mor-
tified at the numerous alterations introduced into his sys-
tem in various countries, and contemplated in many more,
he availed himself of several of them in the last edition of
his work, and will be found often adverting to others, and
especially to those of Linnéus, with the utmost urbanity
and deference.

Yet notwithstanding this succession of labours, the
subject was far from acquiring the perfection of which it
was supposed to be susceptible; and we have hence had
a still greater number of attempts at improvement by
physicians of the first character and reputation in their
day, of whom it may be suflicient to mention Selle of

* Genera Morborum, first published by a pupil of Linneus in 1750,
and afterwards by the aathor in 1763.  Upsal. 16 pp. ¢ -
b Definitiones Generum Morborum. Gétting. 1764, 8vo. '
© Synopsis Nosologie Methodice. Edinb. 1769, improved by several
later editions, particularly those of 1780 and 1785, which contains, for
a comparison, the systems of Sauvages, Linnéus, Vogel, Sagarand Mac-

bride.
* Systema Morborum Systematicum. Vienna, 1771 and 1776,

:“-'!- -












PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION. Xiil

cised, in an equal degree, his power of compression. The
system of Sagar is rendered more complete than either
Vogel’s or Linnéus’s by being filled up with his species.
These, however, are deduced, with occasional alterations,
from Sauvages, and exhibit the same verbosity as his
genera.

Upon the whole it does not appear that the Nosorocia
Mernobpica of the Montpellier professor royal was much
benefited, either in its arrangement or its substance, by
any of these three attempts at improvement ; while, in
various respects, it was, perhaps, rendered less commo-
dious and useful.

VII. Such was unquestionably the opinion of Dr,
CuLLEN, with respect to the two former of these—for that
of Sagar was not then before the public—when he first
thought of essaying his own powers in the field of sympto-
matic nosology ; and hence, notwithstanding the later
models that were before him, he resolved upon once more
taking for a basis the original exemplar,

The first objection, however, to this exemplar, which he
seems to have felt, was not the mere series, but the nature
of its classification. The main object he proposed to him-
self, and a more important he could not lay down, was
that of brevity and simplicity; and the Sauvagesian classi-
fication offended in both respects. He determined, there-
fore, upon changing it, and recasting the system from its
commencement. Instead of ten classes he conceived that
four alone might suffice, formed, as he proposed to form
them, of a caliber capacious enough to swallow up all the
rest. He moulded his four classes accordingly, and dis-
tinguished them by the names of

I. PyrExiz, III. Cacuexix,

Il. Neuroses, IV. LocaLEs:
and, influenced throughout the whole of his reform by the
same spirit of simplicity and concentration, he reduced the
forty-four orders of Sauvages to twenty, and his three
bhundred and fifteen genera to one hundred and fifiy-one.
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mountable ones, it would be absurd to deny; for they
meet us at the very outset, and run through the whole of
its texture and constitution. It is sufficient to notice the
three following: 1. Defective arrangement. 2. Want of
discrimination between genera and species, 3. Looseness
of distinetive character in the last general division.

1. Of the four classes adopted by Dr. Cullen the first
two, pYREXI®E and NEUROsEs, have considerable merit,
and this merit is exclusively his own. Each term suggests
to the mind at once a peculiar group of diseases, of suffi-
cient range for a-leading division, and occupies a province
possessing a sort of natural outline, or arrondissement, as
the French chorographers denominate it; in which, if the
boundary occasionally faiffor lose itself in the adjoining
provinces, it is easily supplied by the hand of art. At
times, indeed it scems diffienlt under such a system, not
to overstep the natural boundary imported by these terms
in their common use, and, like the late ruler of France, to
give in many parts a broader and an altogether artificial
outline by the invasion of adjoining districts; and, from
the paucity of his classes, Dr. Cullen has frequently found
himself compelied to such a transgression, and has afforded
us a palpable instance of it in the very class with which
he commences; for the tribe of nEMonruAcEs, which
forms one of its orders, have no direct catenation with any
idea suggested by »YREXY in the common use of the term;
they require coercion to bring them into a state of union;
and, what is still worse, Dr. Cullen, with all the foree he
conld employ, has found himself incapable of coercing
more than one half of them; and, consequently has been
obliged to leave the other half behind, or vather to banish
them for contumacy to the extrene region of his fourth
class.  So that in his system they exhibit a wide and la-
mentable divorce, and afford a striking and perpetual me-
mnri.ai of the tyranny which pervades it in spite of its at-
tractive exterior.

Still, however, the first two classes are substantially
good : and have in some shape or other been copied by














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































