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OBSERVATIONS ON THE LANGUAGE AND
MODE OF REASONING ADOPTED BY

MEDICAL WRITERS.

IT is a frequent remark that many fafts paffed
current for ages without having their validity en-
quired into. The fame may be faid of words
without having any precife meaning affixed to them.
In common reading we are apt to be fatisfied if
we underftand, or think we underftand an author,
and can even feel a temporary triumph and a fur-
ther apology for our own indolence, if we difcover
that he has evaded a queftion we could never folve
" to our own fatisfaétion by adopting an expreflion
that has never been defined.
How many ages was the term * heredi-
““ tary difeafe”” current among the learned! A
little more than twenty years ago Dr. Cadogan
publifhed his celebrated treatife on the Gout. In
this, though he fhows himfelf free from the fhac-
kles of the former language and opinions of me-
dical writers, we find him ftrangely entangled in
afferting that gout is not an hereditary complaint.
B i



2 OBSERVATIONS ON

« 1f,” fays he, « it were hereditary, it would ne-
¢ ceflarily be tranfmitted from father to fon; and
& no one whole father once had it could poffibly
¢ be free from it.”” Yet after this he admits, by '
imylication, that fcrofula and madnef(s are heredi- ‘1
tary.* If fo, what a numerous race of {trumous per- 1
fons and maniacs may we not by degrees expett!
At length Mr. Hunter met the queftion fairly, = 4
rd ' and fhowed there was no fuch thing in nature as |
\/ an hereditary difeafe, but that a difpofition to a |
difeale was often hereditary. - Though he probably
taught this from th'e. time he began to leéture, }"E.t ‘
when, in the year 1780, he gave a public depofition |
to that effect, at the trial of Donellan, for the mar- |
der of Sir Theodofius Boughton, the opinion 4
feemed new to moft medical men, and to many in- 3 ?
comprehenfible. That 1t was not generally adopted J
till fome time aficr appears by Mr. White’s Effay _:
on Struma, which was publifhed in 1785. - - | | 1‘

The avowed objeét of this eflay, was to prove
that firuma was not hereditary. As the author had |
to give his own definition of the word, he did it in |L
a note, and ip fuch terms as there was no difficulty . |
in proving did not apply to the difeafe in queftion, |
nor indced to any other. Two years after ap- |

Ptart:d an edition very different from the former.

% <t Difeafes really hereditary, I fear, are never cured by
¢ any ‘art or method whatever, as is but too true in cafes of
¢ ferofula and madnefs,” Differtation, 7th edition, p. 18.

In
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MEDICAL LANGUAGE, 3

In this the author gives a definition from people
of whom he had made frequent enquiries what
they meant by an hereditary difeale, - eafily
proves their definition fallacious, and afterwards
admits that fcrofula is hereditary, according to
the language of Mr. Hunter. In the third edi-
tion Mr. Hunter’s {olution is adopted, with little
or no reference to any other. A remarkable in-
ftance how generally men agree, how unfatif-
. fatory their reafoning is, when their terms are
undefined, and how much the ftock of our know-
ledge is improved by the accuracy of our language.

This is an inftance of the neceflity of accurate
expreflion, Perhaps fome of the remarks I may
make on words may appear trifling; but I truft
every ftudent who withes for information will be
of a different opinion. How ofien will he feel
diffatishied with his own attainments, if he finds the
fame word ufed in various fenfes by different au-
thors! In fome he neither meets with a definition,
nor a reference where he may find one. If one is
more accurate than the reft, he perhaps attempts to
apply Aus definition to other writers, and has the
mortification to find himfelf bewildered, or purfues
throughout the paffage an erroncous idea. Let me

inftance the word fcirrhus.

If he confiders its ctymology, he will find it
very well applied to any indolent tumour peculiarly
hard; «in general language, ofien to any of the

B g : vifcera




4 OBSERVATIONS ON

vifcera indurated by chronic inflammation. Ina
clofer fenfe he will find it confined to that {pecies
of tumour which agrees with Dr. Cullen’s deflerp-
tion of it in.his Nofologia; ordo—Partis magni-
tudo audla fine Phlogofi. Génus. Paritis, plerumque
gfaﬂdu;r’-m, sumor durus, non dolens, €gre fuppurans.
The other nofologifts ufe for the moft part the {ame
language, except Linnaus, who makes no reference
to'a cancer. Yet Dr. Fordyce confiders it as one
" of the terminations of inflammation. Moft authors
_coufider cancer as the fequel of fcirrhus. Deer-
haave f{ecems to have been fo feduced by his own
language, that he advifes us, by all means, to ab-
ftain. from ftimulating - applications to @ fcirrhus
Jiver, left we produce a cancer; and Vanfweten
enforces his preceptor’s advice. Yet neither of
them pretend ever to bave feen a cancerous li-
ver, nor isany better authority produced for fuch
a difeafe than a diffection, related by Bonetus, from
Bellonius. It muft be admitted, that fo cautious
has Morgagni been in this refpeét,  that among
ithe number of cafes related of indurated liver, he
never once ufes the term {cirrhus. Some anato-
mifts, who are not lefs accurate in this refpett, do
not feruple to apply  the term to that enlarged

ftate of the proftate, which is among the calami-,

ties of old age. . But furely it wants the charaéter-
iftic mark of ever terminating in cancer. In how
few cafes where this gland has continued for years,

in




MEDICAL LANGUAGE. 5

tn an enlarged ftate, is fuppuration found; or
when ulceration has commenced on the interior fur-
face, do we find an- internal fuppuration with a
circumfcribed hardnefs, like what is met with in
the cancetous breaft, or teflis? Do we hear the
patient complain of lancinating pains, or any other
uneafinefs,;” than what arifes from the mecha-
nical obftru&ion at the neck of'the bladder ? Here,
however, the etymology of the word being confift-
ent with any one of the fenfes, in which it iy ufed,
we have only to regret, that authors will not be
careful to give a definition of their terms, or refer
us to fuch of their predeceflors, whofe language
they are contented to adopt.

But the worlt confequences arife when an unde-
fined term not only conveys an imperfeél idea, but
{o far leads the Rudent from the objectt of his enqui-
ries, as to make him faney that explained, which
has fcarcely been deferibed.  If Sydenham relates
the {ymptoms of a difeafe, who, that wifhes for
information, is not concerned when he arrives at ,
the conclufion? If the fame author begins to af-
fign the caules of fymptoms, who has patience to
- read of the ebullition of the blood, the concoétion,
digeftion, and feparation of the inflamed particles,
&ec. in the fmall pox—of the fubtle matter of the.
plague, which being free from the grofinefs of the
variolous matter, requires no previous digeftion,
nor any ebullition to procure it ? If any apology

By : were
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were neceflary for SyﬂEnf‘Lam, befides the ingentu-
oufnefs with which he acknowledges his ignorance
of the effence of the difeafe, it may be urged in hs
favor, that nothing ever diverted him from an accu-
rate obfervation and defcription of every {ymptom,
as it occurred.

Nor is this obfcurity peculiar to authors of that
date. Dr. Cullen, in deferibing the manticy in

‘which matter is brought to the furface, firft con-

tents himfelf with the experiments related by Sir
John Pringle and Mr. Gaber, relative to the con-

verfion of the gluten of ferum, by ftagnation in-
to pus. «This pus however,” continues he, 15 not

« the converted gluten alone; for the converfion of
«{liis being the effett of a particular fermentation,

"« which may affeét the {olid fubftance of the part,

« and perhaps every folid of animal ‘bodies; fo it
« moft réadily and particulatly affefts the cellular
« texture, and thereby a great deal of this is eroded,
& and forms a part of the pus, and it generally hap-
« pens thatlome ofthe [taaller red veflels are eroded,
¢t and fome red blood appears mixed with the pus in
« abfceffes.””* Now as far as common language can
dire@ us, and our author has given us no new defini-
tion to contradiétit, fermentation and erofion are
proceffes performed without the affiftance of any
living principle, the former being the {fpontancous

* Firft lines, vol. 1. pages 196 and 198.
: - decompofition,




MEDICAL LANGUAGCE. ; 7

decompofition, or new arrangement of the particles
of dead 'matter, and the latter the effett of chemi-
cal combination. Hence we might expeft the
{fame procefles to be imitated with the fame materials
in the dead body. But if it be faid that the term
crofion is here ufed only as defcriptive of the ef-
fe€t and not of the procefs, I then repeat that the
term is highly improper, inafimuch as it lulls the
mind into an indolent fatisfattion, by making’
us fancy ourfelves acquainted with what it is our

duty to enquire after. |
A fimilar inftance of the mifapplication of the
term erofion we have in Dr. Swediaur’s account
of the formation of chancres. “ The venereal
“ virus,’’ fays he, ‘““having been applied to the part,
* and by its ftimulus produced an irritationand fubfe-
“ quent erofion,””—Now thefe two terms irritation
and erofion to produce the fame effeét are incom-
patible with each other. 'The former may produce
an attion on the living part, the latter would be
produced by the fame caufes in “either the dead or
living fubjeét. IfDr. S. fhould fay he has admit-
ted irritation as the caule, and that erofion is only
a defcription of the confequence, 1 anfwer that in
this cafe, erofion has no meaningat all, and only
millgads his reader, by making him fancy himfclf in
polleflion of a proeefs, the effeéts only of which are
delcribed. But, as is often the cafe, this lan-
guage 1s not only liable to deceive the ftudent, but
B4 has
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“has aftually - deceived the writer. For, fatished
with the term erofion, he has overlooked a procefs
‘between it and irritation—a procefs which all ac-
curate writers have taken notice of, namely, a
veficle, or puitule, which, when broken; difcovers
the ulcer. _ *

I was much furprifed to find that ingenious ve-
terah in ourart, Dr. Fordyce,* ufe the term fermen=
tation, in his account of digeftion‘and fecretion, till I
metwith a definition of the word, which extends to
living as wellasdead matter. «“Fermentationhe calls
« the converfionof one compound into another, by a
¢ pew arrangement, Or manner of combination of its
<« alements.”— And afterwards, when fpeaking of
digeftion, he fays, ¢ The fermentation which takes
¢ place, is peculiar to the organs of digeftion,and has
¢ never been produced by any artificial means.”

" And farther on, « The operation by which they *’
[the fecreted fluids ] ““are formed, is fermentation.”’
By this the Doftor certainly makes us acquainted
with the definition he affixes to the term fermenta-
tion. Butin fo doing, he confounds two procefles
entirely diftinét from each other. Fermentation, as
we fee it, is a procefs peculiar to matter that never
takes place during life, and fecretion is a procels
that never takes place butduring life.

But if we carry the Dottor’s definition to its full
extent, we fhall find that it will lead us to call, not

® Elements of the Praftice of Phylic.

only
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“only the (ecretions ~he enumerates, but even the
growth and propagation of animals and vegetables,
a fermentation, fince thefe are brought about by
« a4 converfion of one compound into another, by
< a new arrangement, Or Manner of combination of
« its elements.”” It feems to me, therefore, with due
deference tofuch refpectable aythority, highly im-
proper to ufe the fame term for. a procels that can
only be effetted by lving organs and one that 1s
peculiar to dead matter.

The world is much indebted to the early labours
of Mr. Abernethy, and from the inftance he has
already given of a pratical improvement in the
art, as well as a correéinefls of judgement in phy-
fiological experiments, we may expect the mofit
important advantages from his future refearches ;
yet even in his firit writings, we meet with an
inftance of the inconvenience that refults from
inattention to words. In his explanation of the
difference between the lumbar and phlegmonoid
abfcefles, he obferves, that in the latter the {ur-
rounding parts partake of the inflammation in a
fufficient degree to produce a thickening and ad-
hefion of the cellular fubltance, {o that there are
two caufes of the confinement of the- pus, viz.
condenfation of the {urrounding cellular fubftance,
which is the confequence of the colletted matter,
and a thickened unnatural ftate of that fubftance,
which is the effett of the inflammation it has en-

dured.
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‘dured. - “ But when matter appears under the
« fkin very diftant from the part where it was
« formed, the quantity of furrounding inflamma-
« tion being lefs, the cyft is formed almofi folely
« by the condenfation of the furrounding (ubltance.
« Hence, when the evacuation diminifhes the con-
<« denfing caufe, the furrounding cellular fub-
s ftance is likely to recover its original rarity and
« loofenefs of texture, and thus greatly to diminifh
«¢ the cavity of the abfcefs.”

In this defcription of the confinement of pus
in the phlegmonoid abfeefs, we. are firft told of a
thickening and adhefion of the cellular fubltance
from inflammation.  Afterwards it is faid to arife
from two caufes, viz. the condenfation of  the fur-
rounding cellular fubftance from the colletied
matter, and a thickened unnatural ftate, the effect
of the inflammation which it has endured. Now
the firft of thefe propofitions, which is nothing
more than Mr. Hunter’s adhefive inflammation, is
undoubtedly true ; but the fecond, if it differs at
all from the firft, is inadequate to the end pro-
pofed. For if the fibres of thefe cells are fuffi-
ciently elaftic to admit of being prefled clofer to
each other, flill while the communication of the
cells remains, it cannot prevent the effufion of
pus, nor is an unnatural thickened ftate of the
fubftance arifing from inflammation a fufficient
defcription of that adhefion, which takes- place

from




MEDICAL LANCUAGE, 11

from a particular fpecies of inflammation ; for if
inflammation produced only a thickening of the
part without adhefion, it would ftill be unequal to
the power attributed to it.

Much of what is here faid may be applied to
the obfervation, that in lumbar abfcefs the cyft is
formed almoft folely by the condenfation of the
farrounding fubftance. Either it is formed folely
byit, oritis not. That fuch a caufe is not equal
to fuch an effe&t I have before thown, and Mr.
Abernethy feems aware of it, by his addition of
the word almoft. What then is the other caufe?
it can be none but adhefion.  If ¢ondenfation from
preflure were fufficient, why 1s 1t never fufficient
in anafarca? If even inflammation were fuffi-
cient without adhefion, why is the ferum diffufed,
when thrown into the cellular membrane in eryfi-
pelas? In cafes of anafarca, we have fometimes
inflammation from bandages. Here is inflamma-
tion, and fuch a confinement of the fluid, as
might occafion condenfation, yet nothing of this
kind is permanent. : '

« But,” continues Mr. A. “in confequence of the
¢ evacuation of the mattér the condenfing caufe is
« diminifhed, and the furrounding cellular fub-
«« ftance is likely, in fome meafure, torecover its
«« original rarity and loofenefls of texture, and
¢ thus greatly to diminifh the cavity of the ablcefs.”
Now if adhefion has taken place, the parts cannot

recover
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recover their elafticity. IFit has not, the matter could
not have been confined. But taking the argument as
we find it; what could poffibly be gained towards fill-
ing the cavity if the fibres of the cellular membrane
wereaselalticas Mr. A. feems todefcribe them? On’i};
thofe about the circumference of the ablcefs could
recover themfelves : foma are abforbed, but many
are broken through by the preffure of the matter,
and in all the cafes, which have been numerous,

~that I bave [cen of the cavities of large abfcefles

expoled after death, the ends of the fibres have
been feen hanging loofe from the fides of the cylt,
{o as frequently toline it with a flocculent, or rather

fibrous {tratum of different thades from the natural = -

colour towards black.. But Mr. Abernethy appears
to me to haye been led into this laft error by the
firft: for having made up his mind that the cyit
was' caufed by preflure, the confequence he re-
lates feemed to follow.

Nor is this the only thing that diffatisfies me in
this part of his reafoning. By afcribing the cyft
of an abfcels in one inftance to a condenfation, and
a thickened unnatural flate of the cellular fub-
flance arifing from the inflammation which it bas
endured, and in the other to a condenfation of the.
furrounding cellular fubftance only, he feems
to confider one procefls of nature which we have
both been taught, and which by the word adhefion -
he feems half to adm1t rather as a matter of acci-

dent
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Jdent than the effe@ of thofe laws, the uniformity
of which, deferves a better name than *‘ unnatu-
« ral thickening or preflure.”” By this early
making up his mind too,; he has overlooked a very
probable caufe of ithe complexion and fmell of the
pus, which follows the future evacuations of the
cylt.  The firlt confifted only of the confined pus,
but when the cavity is incomplete, and the fides
collapfe, the difpofition takes place to unite the
cylt by granulation. Before this can be done,
the fibrous ftratum muft be caft off, which mixing
with the pus difeharged at future openings, ac-
counts for the variety of colour and {mell o often
defcribed, but not accounted for by this accurate
obferver.

I have been more particular in my oblervations
on thefe writers, becaufe the fubjeét on which they
have written, as connected with inflammation and
its conflequences, is perhaps the molt important
and leading one in pathology. There are a few
others of lefs confequence which I fhall flightly
hint at.

I have already taken notice of fome phyfiologits,
who have admitted fermentation to take place in
the changes in living animal matter.  One of them
1 obferved, has given a definition in fuch general
- terms, that if admitted, might include not only
{fecretion, but other procefles ftill more remote.

But Mr. Moore, in his confideration on the theo-

rics
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ries of Mr. Hunter,* is of opinion, that fermen.
tation in its ftrict {enfe, as applied to farinaceous
{ubftances, is one of the caufes of the increafe of
variolous and venereal virus. He infifts there are
only two ways in which fluids can be feparated from
the blood ; the firk by mechanical ftraining and
filtering, and the other by a change of properties
produced by fome chemical means. After ob-
jetting to the mechanical, he adds, ¢ it feems clear
« to me from the nature of the circumftances, that
<< the change is a chemical one, yet there is great
« difficulty ; perhaps it is impoffible to difcover by
« swhat particular chemical operation the change is
« effefted, and the ftruéture of the fecreting vef-
« fels is too minute ever to be infpeéted.”

¢« Let il then be taken for granted, that all pus is
<« formed by a chemical operation.””  The reader
furely cannot be fo faftidious asto refufe his affent
to fuch a proof.

Mr. M. then hints at the opinion, that fermenta-
tion is the caufe of the fecretion of venereal pus
on the application of that virus to the {kin, and
alfoat the theory of ¢ the moft philofophical fur-
« geon of the age” on that fubjedl. The latter he
fhows is attended with fome difficulties ; then re-
turning to the do€trine of fermentation, and ﬂating
Mr. Hunter’s objeftions to it, be concludes:—

* Effay on Materia Medica, p..217.
¢ Thele
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¢¢ Thefe reafons, I think, make it certain that ve-
« pereal pus does not aft as a ferment.  Mr,
¢ Hunter’s opinion muft therefore be well found-
« ed;” (yet Mr. Hunter never hints at a.chemical
procefs). :

Mr. M. next confiders the effett of the poilon
when abforbed and taken into the circulation.  As
he cannot conceive that the {mall quantity of mat-
ter abforbed from a venereal ulcer, or from the arm
under inoculation for the f{mall-pox, can be fuffi-
cient of themlelves to produce fuch effetts as fol-
Jow, he fuppofes that the poifon muft be afterwards
increaled in the blood.

¢« When this is admitted,” continues he, “ itis
 then to be enquired how the quantity of virus
« can be increafed in the blood. Having endea-
¢ youred to prove that the venereal pus could only
¢ be formed by a chemical procefs, I cannot help
« thinking that this augmentation of the virus mutft
¢ he accomplifhed in a fimilar manner.”’

R éppear& more fimilar to fermentation than
“ any other operation in nature; but there is one
* firiking difference, namely, ferments only haften
¢ a procefs that woild naturally have taken place.
. ** For example, leaven quickens the fermentation
 of pafte, but pafte naturally ferments, althuugﬁ
it requires a longer time than when mixed with
¢ Jeaven. But common pus or blood has no ten-
% dency to form venereal virus. The aftion of

 yvenereal

i
-y
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s¢ yeénéreal matter upon the blood in that refpett,
« therefore, differs from that of a common fer-
¢ ment on thofe fubjeéts on which they operate,
" % Yet, as we have no beiter word than fermenta- .
« tjon to exprefs the change in queftion, we think
¢« iy proper to adhere to it, though {fome patholo-
« gifts prefer affimilation.” bk, :
. Now if this is to. be called reafoning, it will
not be difficultto prove that a man and an 1mage
~of rye dough are the fame thing. For though it
“may be right to take notice of one firiking d;ﬁﬂ?‘-
-ence; namely, that.a man can walk and an 1mage
muft be carried, yet as there are other refemblances
e may ;prefer calling them by the fame name. it
other differences fhould occur to {ome readers, the
" fame may be faid of fermentation. Is there any
thing like the fermentation of farinacea in animal
matter?  In fermenting farinacea, does it alter the
properties of the fermented f{ubftances, what fer-
ment we ufe? If we expre (s the juice of the grape,
-and add the yeaft of malt to it, do we make beer,
“or vice verfa? . | |
. But, abfurd as this reafoning may appear, it does
_pot end with this preference given to the word fer-
mentation. The word once adopted, nothing fo
. eafy as the tranfition of incorporating it as a fatt
into the fublequent reafoning.
« While 1t feems pn}babh:,“ continues Mr.
Moore,  that venereal virus occafions fomething
: like
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« Fie fermentation in the fluids ; it is likewife evi-
« dent that it irritates the folids. A complete ex-
« planation of the phenomena of the difeafe, :
« therefore, can only be obtained by admitting
«« both the theories of fermentation and irrita-
 tion.”’ -

It is one of Sir Ifaac Newton’s maxims, in rea-
foning philofophically, that where one caufe is fuf-
ficient to account for a phznomenon, we fhould
never look for two. In the prefent inftance we
have three; for either fermentation is like other
chemical procefles, or it is no chemical procefs at
all. If the former, there can be no occafion to
make a diftinétion between that and other chemi-
cal procefles; if the latter, we have three caules
to bring about, what we may conceive to be
brought about by one, while the other two not
only appear unneceflary, but in all relpeéts inap-
plicable. For if irritation, as the author admits,
is fufficient to induce the firft phzznomenon, why
muft we add chemiftry to produce an effett which
the teft of chemiftry has never been able to detett?
And if the irritation of a particle of venereal vi-
rus that efcapes our fenfes is fufficient to produce
a chancre, why fhould we inhft that the matter
abforbed from this chancre, however little, is in-
fufficient to produce an irritation on feveral parts
of the fkin and bones?

¢ But
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. But it is incongeivable through what abfurdities
our author pI.I'lrlIE‘: this phantom of fermentation.
Not contented with fhowing or admitting ' with
Mr, Hunter that mercury, by producing a new irri-
taimn, may dﬂlimj, a former one, and by that means
the venereal fores may heal, he goes.on thus;—
13 'We have hitherto treated of the attion; of imer-
“ cury on the f{olids only, we now, procced to

¢ make fome cubﬂ.rvatmns upon its attion on the

« ﬂmdq

<« It was formerly obferved, that the venereal
<¢ virus produces fomething like fermentation in the
& [lmds no permanent  cureican -therefore be
s E\.pﬁ:ﬂed without this fermeptation is/ ftopped.
¢« Mercury ce HUII}" has the power of ftopping
o tlm ferm:‘:ntatmn.” ‘Thus a procefs; the lan-
gua#e of which was at firft only adopted, 1snext
fppken of as probable, after wards reafoned upon

: a;: proved, and laft of all its exiflence afhirmed

as. a certainty, For it ceuld not certainly be
ih}ppt,d unlels it certainly exifted.. -And this too
without a fingle proof of the faét, and in defiance

nf paﬁtwe ewdence which the author 1s aware of |

and admits.

I this inftance we fee awriter adoptmg amode of

E:qur:?lﬂuln, inftead of ftating a fatt; and afterwards
reafoning on his expreflion as a propofition that he
had proved. But we fhall find another, without
waiting for this procefs, ag once openly afluring his

readers,
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teaders, that a definition of one thing is a proof of
another. '

¢« Whoever,” fays Mr. Foot,* ¢ has confidered
¢ what was the caule of pus, uniformly agrees that
« it muft arife neceflarily out of a folution of the
“ parts where that pus was formed. Now, as no
¢« ylcer is found in recent gonorrheea; asno deftruc—
¢ tion of parts are offered in vindication of {o un-
« common an aflertion, that the difcharge from the
% urethra is pus; why has the profeflor {o roundly
¢ given this fecreted fluid the unquelified appella-
“ tion of pus? The definition of the word will
« not admit its application here, and the definition
« of the dilcharge proves the faét.” It would be
very difficult to place this fentence in any logical
order, fo as even to comprehend, much lefs to an-
{fwerit. However, as the proof refts on the de-
finition, let us enquire what this definition is. We:
are told, that * pus muft necellarily arife out of a
¢ folution of thofe parts where it was formed ;"
but what is the folution of parts on a granulatfhg
{ore, where we have the trueft pus? We are at
Jaft referred to Mr. Pott’s definition.  But we {hall
find Mr. Pott much more cautious in his language ;
and his definition, as far as it goes, is, like that of
moft other writers, not of pus and mucus, but of
the parts {ecreting them. Hence it is, that thefle

* Obf, pait 1, page 18.
C 2 fluids
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fluids have ETways accommedated themlelves to

cuEr)_r frefh difcovery that hds been made of the
nature ‘and feat of a difeafe. “While gﬂnﬂrrhcﬁa
was fuppu{'ed to arife from uicers; it was pus. As
Jong as fiftula lachr}rmahs was deemed a fAftulous
uiccratrﬂn, the d‘i‘fﬂhargﬂ was pus.. ’W‘imn an Im-
prnv-:mcmt in-anatomy taught us “the cmnrary,

became neceﬁ'ary cither to alter the name of the
difcharge, or to admit that it might be fecreted
without any lofs of fubftance.  Mr. Pott, whofe
~work ‘on fiftula Iac!'lr)rmahs appearﬁd: as early as
the year 1758, had Ewdenﬂ}r his doubts, even at
that time, ~But as his thEEt* was to reform'a
cruel and erroneous praﬁ:ce in which he: fucceed-
ed, he perhaps did right' not to entangle himfelf in

B dlfpute which \muld not at all ‘affeft the theory

of the difeafe. ~After ublcnmg, therefore, that it
would carry him too far from'his prefent purpﬂfe
to attempt pointing out the true charafter of the
tho fluids, he contents himfelf with fhowing the
differént offices and conditions of the parts from
which they are fupplied. "Even this is done with
that caution which ufually diftinguifhes a writex
who has a well-carned reputation to lofe. ‘His
dccount of mucus is introduced by Iff conceive
“irightly of this affair.” * "When he {peaks of pus,
it is in ‘2 manner ‘not lefs -guarded.— Without,™

* Earle’s Life of Pott, p. 18,
fays
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fays he, ¢ entering minutely into the origin and

s« ‘nature of it, I belicve 1 may venture to afirm,

¢ that the diffolution of fome of the folid particles

“ of broken capillary veflels, and a mixture of”
““ fome part of the juices which fhould circulate

¢ through them, make a neceflary. part of its pro-

¢ duétion.,” This language, which was more than

admiflible at the time it was written, is fomewhat

different from ¢ Pus muft neceflarily arife out of
«« a folution of the parts wherc it was formed;”

an affertion which can only be maintained by

another equally unintelligible, that ¢ the definition

¢ of the difcharge proves the fatt.”

We may expeé from the labours of nofologifts
a gradual rcform in our phyfical language; but
that this f{cience is at prefent far from perfection,
appears by the confeffion of the laft writer on that
{ubject, who admits, Nofologos fucce/fus optatos non
dum obivnuiffe.*

To thofe who wifh to correél a part of the wri-
tings of thefe laberious authors, without accurately
and diligently examining the whole, Dr. Swediaur
has left a very ufeful leflon. After the hacknied
objettion againft the word gonorrheea, he thinks
proper to fubftitute in its flead blenorrhagia, from
Breawes (it 1s ufuaily written Baewz), mucus, and
gewy fluo,  There can be no other objettion to this

* Culleni Prafatio,

C 3 word,
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word, than that it 1s of too general an import, and
is as applicable to catarrh or dyientery as gonorr-
hza. But it is fit our author fhould fpeak for
himfelf, as he feems well aware of the objettions
that may be raifed againft his term. ‘

_-—l—.
THE FOLLOWING IS HIS

NOSOLOGICAL TABLE.

P e
=

Clafs, Locales

Ord.  Phlogofes or Mucifluxus Lz

Genus. Blennowhagia. Anglis, Clap. Germanis, Trippers
_Gallis, Chaudepifle, J talis G'C?I_“’U!‘h.fﬂﬂ : .

Charaéier inviris, Titillatio, pracipue in urcthra parte ante-
yiore, in lacuna Morgagni fub freenulo; fubfequente poit
‘bidaum aut quatriduum, phlogofi locali cum ardore & do-
lore in mingendo; accedente ftillicidio materiei purulente
vel ﬁurgﬁwnﬂl}'u'wet&m ; corpore cavernofo urethre f:-'ra:-
ternaturaliter turgefcente, plerumque  cum ercftionibus
membri virilis {olito frequentioribus, dolorificis

Jn Faminis, -El'c.-

Wariat ratione fedig

_ Materia fluente
Blennorrhagia balani ex glande
- urcthralis ex urcthra
velicalis ex vefica
oo X labialis ¢ labiis vulvae
vaginalis - e vagina
o uterina €x utcro
nefalis e naribus

.?1
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Species funt . .
Blennorrhagia fyphilitica
a. Simplex :
£. Complicata, f. uicerofa

Blennosrhagia a manuftupratione
—— ab acri externe applicato

a ftimulo interne applicato
arthritica

a calculo velice

a cancro uteri aut vagine

Though what follows is hardly lefs objettionable
than what I have tranfcribed, yet as this is {uflia
cient to relieve me from any imputation of partial
quotation, I fhall intrude no longer on the patience
of my reader. 3

The firlt remark that muft occur to every one
after the inaccuracy of the latinity, is the locfe
manner in which the order is deferibed ; phlogofes,
or muctfluxus, two words that have not the moft
diftant affinity with each other. = If we take the firft,
it will not include all the {pecies, blennorrhagia e
manuflupratione, being unattended with inflammas
tion. If we take the fecond, we fhall find it only
a Latin tranflation of the word ufed to exprels
the genus. ;

It is well known that the defcription of the ge-
nus [hould be applicable to all the fpecies and va-

C 4 rieties.




e

N TR

i

I '
.'
-
|

i
"
:
.

.'

Wy g ST

24 OBSERVATIONS ON

rieties.  As our author has thought proper, con-
trary to all fyftematic writers, and in defiance of
common {enfe, to enumerate the latter firflt, let us
fee how far he has been caveful to'confine his de=
feription of the genus to what ‘may-be applied to
all the varieties. © The French name for his genus;
he tells us, is chaude-piffe s and mn‘the defeription
we have cum dolore €3 ardore inminigends. How
is this applicable to Blennorrhagia nafalis ¢ Whenl
had read all the varieties he enumerates, and amdng
the reft wvaginalis e vagina, mafahs e nartbusy I
could not help being furprized at not finding ocu-
Jaris ex oculis.” Tt 1s a common adage, * qui plus
< [lachrymat minus minget,” and Ovid, who is faid
to have defcribed fome of the operations of nature
with peculiar accuracy, fomewhere ufes the phrafe
“ Jachrymas tepidas,” which Dr. Garth, a phyfi-
¢ian, tranflates « tears—which fealded as they fell.”
But thefe are poets, let us confine ourfelyes to me-

dical writers, Mr. Hulfton, * Member of the

Cnrpo;-atimn- of Surgeons, Fellow of the Society
of Antiquaries, and of the Medical Socicty of
London, and Surgeon to the Philanthropic Reform,
in his pamphlet, entitled Sketches of Faéls and

- Opinions, &c. aflures us, that a gonorrhea may

be contratled in the eye by the application of ve-

* This gentleman is engaged in fome experimentson ve-
aevéal matter, snd hopes by chemical analyfis to elucidate
the enquiry, whether the matter of gonorrheea and lues ve-
nereais the fame, :

nereal

{
¢
1

-
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sereal matter to - that organ; and the induftrious
Aftruc, who fed a dog fix months with dog’s flefh,
<o fee whetherit would give him the venereal difeafe,
zells us of a young man who got a venereal opthal-
mia by the application, not of pus, but of the
excretion from which the French name the difeafe.

It fhould feem, indeed, from a rare cafe related
by Mr. Jefle Foot, as if the venereal fluid had a
peculiar attratlion to the eye, or as if the eye had
a particular power of analyzing that fluid when
I;:onﬁdr:rably diluted.*

% ¢ In a rare cafe which I faw of a gonorrheea of the eye,
#¢ apd where the eye was loft, it evidentiy appeared that it
¢ arofe from the following accident, and that it was
« produced through the application of the venereal fluid
« of another fubjeft to that part; for the fubjeft who loft
“ hiseye through it, had knowledge of a woman half an
 hour before he went home: and when he came home,
¢¢ wathing his eyes becaule they were weak, as he had
¢ been in the habit of doing, with his own urine, he by
¢ that means imparted to his eye fome of that venereal
& fluid which was imparted to him juft before by the infeét-
¢ ed woman. The c:;}: began to inflame before that the .
¢ venereal ftimulus was difcovered in the urethra, and cach
i gonnrrhmé after kept its own courfe, and although both
¢« of his cyes were wafhed, as both were weak, yet only
¢ one of them became thus infefted ; becaufe that none of
¢ the fluid of the woman by being all confumed on the eye
¢ infefted, or by fome other failure in the attion of the ve-
¢ nereal fluid, took effelt on the other eye.”

-~

Sce Foot’s New Difcovered Faél, printed for Becket,
1790, and entered at Stationer’s-Hall, p. 8.

:IE




R

T 4G - OBSERVATIONS ON

1t is true all thefe faéts; except the chemical one,
are a little at variance with Mr. Foot’s New: Difco-

- vered F.:a& *a.nd his reafomng npt:m it; but as they

o oy - all

VL )

#* & And I mean toprove from what, I {hall Liy ]mrcaftr,r,_

< -that the local fluid of agnnnrr]m:a, or chanere of a fubjedt
& thus only locally infefted cither with the o one or with the

¢ other, will notor cannot veneréally infeét znv other part
«'to which it can He applied’ of the fame fubjeft. ~ In
s¢ other words I' mean to prove, that the venereal fluid, 4o
¢ far, as it refers to the fome  fubjeél, and fo far as
& it may be fufpefted to be capable of afting upon,

« and of producing either chancre or gonorrhaea, or both,

¢ when conveyed to dnother Part of the fame Jubjei in
«¢ fuch a manner that it would, if it could produce them,
s¢ will not ever produce them, And further I mean to
¢« prove—but that 1 believe will upon refleftion be found
¢ to be unncceflary, far cvery days obfervation does
¢ prove it, that gonorrheal fluid on the fame fubject, le-
¢t creted by the fame fubjeél, never produces a chancre up-
¢ on the fame fubjeéf, and that chancrous fluid on the fame
¢ fubjeit, fecreted by the fame fubjeé, never produces a
¢ gonorrhesa. I mean to prove more, or at lealt, 1 mean

¢ to.declare pofitively, that if in, confequence of the ori-

¢¢ ginal fluid, which was received, from anpther fubjed,
¢¢ and which took cffeft, only that part where this ab eriging
¢ fluid afted, ever was 1mprnﬂ'cd ar atted upon through this
¢ fingle conneétion by this venereal fluid ; and that if there
¢ were not the leaft grounds or pofiibility of any other in-
¢ feftion being, camnﬂted fu that every other power was
L Frcn.lucl-:.d but that if a r.:lmucrc on th:s pait was ever fol-
¢t lowed by another chancre, or by a gonarr hcr:a, that fuch :
£t frqfh logal fymptom muft hc pmduccd out of the' nr1gmai"
¢ chancrg
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all reft on hiftorical evidence, the reader 1s at li-
berty to take which he pleafes. ~ But why need we
look fo far for authorities? ~Ourauthor himfelf
tell us, that the confequence of a retropulfed go-
norrheea is among others,”a venereal ophthalmia.
Now to be retropulfed, is to be driven back again,
that is, to the place from whence the fubjet came.
Hence it appears the chaude-piffe, or blennorrha-
gia cum ardore et dolore in mingendo, originates in
the eye; and that our author has been highly neg-
ligent in not ‘mentioning ocularis among the other
varieties.

If the reader is not fatisfied with this fpecimen of
nofology, let him confult the reft, which he will
find not lefs edifying. This accurate etymologift,
who is fo much diffatisfied with the word gonorrhea
as to fubftitute blennorrhagia for it, tells us that its
fequela or gleet is blennorrheea, as if there were
any difference between the two words, except in

¢ chancre which was the feat of the aftion of the fluid of
¢ the other fubjefl; if it was atall, 1 mean to be underftood
¢¢ in this inftance, to fay that it isimpo(fible to come to pafs,
¢'and that it never did come to pafs.”

Foot’s New Dilcovered Falt, p. 12,

1f the reader does not perfeftly underftand all this, I re-
commend him to the Pamphlet, where he will find the fubjelt
fo often repeated, and placed in fo many new lights, that it
will beimpoflible it fhould elcape him, '

found :
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found : and among the fpecies of this blennorrhaea,
are enumerated in women,

Ab ulcere aut cancro uter: vel vagine,
iy oo A manufbupratione,
Hence not only  cancer in utero, but manifiu-
pratio, is the effe€l of the venereal difeale, though
it has been gﬁncrally thought its cure ; or perhapg

this, as is faid of fmaﬂ—pnx, is a dlfeafﬁ people ma}r
be frlgbtf:d mtq

i
-
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ADVANTAGES OF MORE CORRECT LANGUAGE
AND REASOSNING; ILLUSTRATED IN OTHER
SCIENCES, AND IN PHYSIC.

I"i may feem ftrange that 2 {cience fo impor-
tant fhould fill labour under difadvantages, from
which others of more remote application to hu-
man happinefs, have in great mealure been rel-
cued. But authors do not always write with a view
to the improvement of knowledge. Hence their
works are often addrefled to thofe who are but in-
competent judges. Readers, incapable of afcer-
taining the validity of a firlt principle, readily give
the writer credit for its truth ; and when this 1s got
over, all fublequent realoning appears {o demon-

firative, as often to make us forget where we fet off.

Nothing ismore flattering to the vanity, or fa-
vourable to the indolence of the human mind, than
that Yanguage which {eems to teach us the refult of
a propofition, without the neceffity of attending to
the demonftration. For flrange as it may feem,
the more fimple a propofition is, the greater diffi-
culty oftentimes the mind feels in attending to 1ts
demonftration, or comprchending its folution.
How many ages did men reft fatisfied with what
they fancied a folution of mercury rifing in the

Torricel-
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Torricellian tube! The language of the fchools
was,,  Nature abhors a vacuum.  The fuga vacui.

¢ is the caule of the fulpenfion of the mercury.”

The faél itfelf, which ought to have been accourit-
ed for, was brought as a proof of the doftrine.
Now though this fuge vacu: was a mere hypothefis,
while it pafled current it was likely to be more po-
pular than the true folution of the phanomenon,
inafmuch as it faved the mind the trouble of  think-

ing, and attending to thofe laws on w-h-ich.atmoﬁ)he.- .

ric Preifurt depend.

.To give a further llluﬂratmn of the fub}e& —
1f in the lefs improved ftate of chemiflry, a pro-
feflor thould exhibit to his pupils the {fpontaneous.

ignition that takes place on the mixture of the
nitrous acid with fpirit of turpentine, and fhould
{eem to explain it to them as arifing from no other

caufe than the force of their mutual attrattion; .

which by the rapidity with which it atls, excites {o
much motion as to produce heat enough to fet
them on fire; no one will now fay that the caufe

was in_any refpett explained.,  Yet how congenial
to young minds, might fuch an apparent folution -
prove; and how much more popular than the .

long proce(s by which a true philofopher would
explain the fudden decompofitions that take place,
and the extrication of fire that was before in a {late
of combination.

I amy
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I am aware it :may be urged; ‘that inwhatis
called the true explanation; we are {lill far frony
arriviﬁg at primary caules ; that in the firft inftance
we have ftill to learn the caufe of gravitation, and
in the laft what the matter of fire is, and why it is
not attiveunder every combination.’ - But in both
we can trace thole raws by which the phanome-
na are governed ; that is, in the firlt inftance we
can fhow, that the mercury only keeps its height
by a preflure onone part, and a want of refiftance
on the other, which we fee conftantly occurring in
all other bodies ; ‘and in the lauer, we can fo far
trace the laws of chemical attrattion, and are {o
well acquainted with the conllituent parts of ‘the
fubjetts of the procels; as to account for the'phac-
nomenon, by its ‘agreement with thofe laws when
applied to the fume bodies, under different circum-
{tances. ! :

+8ir Francis Bacon, ‘'the father of modern philo-
lophy, has fhown in his Noown Organum, the caufes
that impede the progrefs of natural knowledge.
Among others, he mentions the too great impref=
fion'our mind feels from thofe properties in bodies
which moft forcibly aé upon our fenfes, and dwells
much on the errors men have fallen into, in ex-
plaining all-the phznomena of nature, by the laws
of that branch of feience to which they have prin- -
cipally attended. Thus the Ariftotelians applied
logic tp natural philofophy ; the chemifls expetted
o
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 to difcover all the arcana of nature by furnaces, and

Gilbertus undertook to folve every thing Dby the
magnet. |

Speaking afterwards of the great influence
words have over the mind, he obferves, that even
2 definition of them in our purfuit after natural -
knowledge, is hardly fufficient to keep us from er-
cor. “ Becaufe,” continues he,” definitions con-
« {ift of words, and words give birth to words ; fo
« that it is neceflary to recur tocertain fagls, their
« feries and order—as will be explained when
¢ we come to the manner of conftituting notions
% and axioms.”’¥

This he afterwards explains, by fhewing the in-
fufficiency of the common manner of reafoning by
fyllogifm, which by ftating only a few fatts, and
reafoning from them without attending to the ob-
je&tions, 1 always inconclufive. 1 ¢ In conftitut-

mng

* Qua tamen definitiones, in naturalibus ct materiatis ;

* huic malo mederi non poffunt; quoniam et ipfa defini-

tiones ex. verbis conftant, et verba gignunt verba: adeo
ut necefle fit ad inftantias particulares earumgque feries et
ordines recurrere ; ut mox dicemus, quum ad modum et
rationem conftituendi notiones et axiomata deventum fuerin

Nov. Org. lib. 1. Aphor. 59

1 In conftituendo autem axiomate, forma induftionis alia,
quam adhuc in ufu fuit, excogitanda eft ; eaque non ad
principia tantum (que vecant) probanda et invendienda,

fed etiam ad axiomata minora, et media, denique emnia,
Induttio
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* ing an axiom,’’ {ays he, % a new form of induc-
% tion muft be thought of, from what has hitherto
¢ been in ule; one that will apply to the principal
<% and all the intermediate axioms. The indullion
“ that will be truly ferviceable in demonftrating
“¢ the arts and fciences, ought to analyze nature by
“ rejelting and excluding as far as is neceffary,
“ and afierwards forming conclulions on what
“ may be alcertained.”” In the fucceeding book
he praceeds to what_he calls the art of interpret-
ing nature; and, after exprefling the infufficiency

Induétio enim, qua procedit per enumerationem fimplicem
res puerilis elt, & precario concludit, & periculo exponitur
ab inftantia contradiftoria, & plerumque fecundum pauciora
quam par eft, & ex his tantummodo quz prelto funt, pro-
nunciat. Ab induflio, qua ad inventionem & demoniira-
<tionem [cientiarum & artium erit utilis, naturam {eparare
debet, per rejectiones & exclufiones debitas ; ac deinde poft
negativas tot quot fufficiunt, fuper affirmativas concludere ;
quod adhuc faftum non eft nec tentatum certe nifi tantuma
modo a Platone, qui ad excutiendas definitiones & 1deas,
hac certe ‘forma induétionis aliquatenus utitur, Verum ad
hujus induétionis five demonltrationis inftru&ionem bonam
& legitimam quamplarima adhibenda funt, qua achuc nul-
lius mortalium cogitationem [ubicre ; zdeo ut in ea major {it
confumenda opera, quam adhuc confumpta eft in fyllogifmo;
atque hujus induionis auxilio, non folum ad axiomata in-
venienda, verum etiam ad notiones terminandas, utendum
elt. Atque in hac certe induftione {pes maxima fita
cit.
Nov. Org. Lib, 1. Aphor, 10;.

D - of




834 OBSERVATIONS ON

| of the human powers to arrive at the primary
i caufes of things, obferves; * ¢ For although
l « throughout nature nothing really exifts but in- 2

| ¢ dividual bodies having impleindividual AcT1ONS, '
I v ¢ gccording to a Law, yet in every theory that
|

e
Lo T e

«Jaw, and the tracing, finding out, and explain-
« ing of it, is the foundation of fcience and expe-
“ riment.”’

It is hardly poffible to conceive a more concife
© yet perfpicuous diftin&ion than this between true
| theory, which, I believe, the late Sir Jofhua Rey-
| nolds defined to be ¢ the knowledge of what na-
| ¢ ure is,” T and that fondnels for reafoning which
teaches us for every effect to afligh a caufe, with-
out the labour of tracing fatls or conlidering the
il | - various objettions that may occur. The great

| phﬂofﬂpher, however, whofe opinions I have been
- i .endeavouring to trace, was well aware of the dif-
| ficultics that muft attend his mode of reafoning by

. g R
T

! # Licet cnim in naturd nihil vere exiflat practer corpora )
| individua, edentia aftus pures individuos ex lege; in doc-
trinis tamen illaipfa lex, ejulque inquifitio & inventio atque
explicatio pro fundamento eft tam ad {ciendum quam ad

ﬂpcramlum.

. Nov. Org. Lib. 2. Aph. 2.

+ Probably from the 7o o OT 78 orFos Lwrnais of Plato.

e e
il e

induc-
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induétion.t In.the paflage already quoted, he
adds, that ['urjnﬂi;y' and fairly drawing fuch induc-
tion or demonftration, many fafls muft be cfta-
blifhed, concerning which we are at prefent en-
tirely in the dark; {o that more time mull be {pent
than the fyllogifm requires. From this he feems
to admit, that in the then imperfect flate of fcience,
men mult be contented with the latter, but points
out the precife manner in which natural knowledge
muft herealter be ftudied.

His method was purfued by thofe great lumina-
ries who appeared about the clofe of the feven-
teenth century, when the laws of matter and of
motion were defined in a manner that will ftand
the teft of all fucceeding ages. But in phyfiology
we find Bacon himfelf failing in the only attempt
he made. 1In his « Hiftory of Life and Death,"
his firlt enquiries are entirely direfted to the
caules that contribute to the prefervation and cor-
ruption of dead animal matter. When he after-

- wards comes to reafon from the more obvious pro-

perties of living animals, there is hardly a conclu-
fion he wifhes to eftablifh but is contraditted by fo
many fatts of his own ftating, as are fufficient to
invalidate any pofition, how 'gmmraily foever it
may be laid down. Nor was this to be wondered

1 See the conclufion of the quotation in the note of
page 33.
D2 at
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at in one who wrote in an age that furnithed him
with {o few fa@s. About this period, however,
we owe the dilcovery of the circulation to Har-
vey ; a few years after of the lacteals to Afelins ;
fince that of the thoracic duct ta Pecquet;
and to the anatomifts of our own days the office
of the lymphatic veflels; as a {yftem of ablorb-
ents. | :

When we take a view of the powers of the hu-
man mind, as we fee them difplayed in all the other

“arts, we fhall rather wonder that nothing more has

een done in our own, than that thefe difcoveries
fhould have been made. When we further con-
fider how little advantage has been derived from
them towards forming a rational phyfiology, our

_furprife muft increafe.

In all our phyfiological refearches, the moft
firiking fact, and what one fhould think would be
perpetually obtruding itfelf on cvery thinking

mind, is the change produced on dead animal and-

vegetable matter, by its becoming part of a living,
animal. The firlt caufes of this will probably for
ever elude our enquiries ; but the fact muft be ad-

mitted by every one who fees that an animal is
fed, that he grows, and that there is a difference
between a dead and a living mufcle. Is it then
credible, that though the circulation was difcover-
ed more than a century and a half ago, till our own

days no phyfiologifts have ever made it a fubject
: _ o
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of enquiry! And fo little had our minds been
accuftomed to fuch refearches, that when Mr.
Hunter undertook to fhow, that the change from
dead to living matter commenced 1in the blood, the
new theory became a matter of wonder or ridi-
cule. So eafy was it thought to laugh away the
idea, that ¢he blood is alive, that hardly an experi-
ment was inftituted to prove the contrary, or {till
lefs, where this vital principle commences, if not
in the blood. Dr. Fordyce’s definition of fer-
mentation will, as I before remarked, folve, as far
as words can, this and almolt any other difficulty,
but without bringing us forwarder in our enqui-
ries.* Hence, and from many other inftances in
the preceding effay, we fee the danger of trufting
to definition in phyfhological refearches, and I fhall
now attempt to illuftrate, by a well known faét,
Bacon’s objeétion to the fyllogifm ; his obfervation,
that it is neceflary to recur to certain fatts, their
{eries and order ; to reafon by fuch induttion as
will meet every objettion; and that the foundation
of fcience is to trace that law by which fimple,

* In the Effay on Digeftion, Dr. Fordyce drops the term
fermentation, and ules only the definition. In this eflay,
allo, inftead of confidering the blood (lee his Praétice of
Phylic) as conflantly tending to putrefattion, which it is
only kept from by its motion in the veflels, he admits the
probability of 1ts life,

D 3 indi-
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individual 'a&iuns take place in’ individual bo-
dies. G g

The difpute concerning hernia congenita is fa-
miliar to every one. Let us then trace the hi-
frory of it in a manner no one can objett to.  Dr.
Hunter, and probably other anatomifts, before the
enquiry was inftituted, faw the tefticles within the
abdomen of a feetus, This was one of thofe fatts
which, as the difcoverer neither communicated nor
enquired further into, might be faid to amount o
nothing, and the fubje&t might have paffed fora
monftrous prodution. Mr. Sharp after this ac-
quaints Dr. Hunter that he had feen in an old rup-
ture the tefticle in contact with the gut. Here
was an important fact, and the more {o as it was
communicated. Had fuch been the cafe with Dr.
Flunter’s, Mr. Sharp might bave purfued his en-
quiry into (lie .caufe of the rupture he met with,
and the whole difficulty might have been {olved.
About this time appeared Baron Haller’s Opufcula
Pathologica, 1n which he gives a.cafe of hernia
congenita, {hows, that the tefticles are originally
formed in the abdomen, and adds that their defcent
is about the time of birth, wher he concelves
they arc fomewhere about the ring of the exter-
nal oblique mufcle, and by the breathing and cry-
ing of the child, and the action of the abdominal

mufcles, are forced into the fcrotum.
b)) Mr,
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Mr. Pott, who wrote a year or two afterwards,
deflcribes the fact pretty much in the {ame manner.
Haller afierwards, in his Primae Linee,* of 1764,
from which the Edinburgh edition 1is printed,
afcribes their defcent to increafed weight from
the blood rufhing into them. Either of thefe hy-
pothefes might be fupported by fyllogifm. To
prove the latter it might fairly be urged, that
the weight of the telticle is increafed by the in-
crealed quantity of blood it receives from the new
courfe of circulation, which refpiration produces ;
that by the well-known laws of gravitation, all
bodies move to the centre or downward, in pro-
portion to their weight, and that from the erett
pofture of the human body, the fcrotum 1s lower
than the abdomen., Hence the caufe of the phe-
nomenon. In favour of the other opinion, it
might be urged, that fuch are the confequences
of preflure on the contents of the abdomen, that
when violent, even in the adult, it will frequenty
caufe a protrufion of the inteftines through aper-
tures before not difcoverable. That refpiration
and the new-aflion of the abdominal mufcles muft
be violent in proportion as the parts are unaccuf-
tomed to fuch a preflure; and that when a child

* Denique fub inguine in plena mtate ponuntur, fitu mu-
tato, vi forte fanguinis irruent:s,

Prim, Lin, 8o7.

D 4 cries,
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cries, which it ufually does, ‘and ‘s very likely to
do, from the peculiar fituation of fo fenfible a part
as the tefticle, this preflure is very much increafed.
Hence the folution of the difficulty. _
But it is impoffible it fhould efcape Haller,
that the gravitating caufe might be prevented by
the br.::}r being kept fo continually in an horizontal
pofition as infants ufually are ; or Mr. Pott, that
if the procefs depended atall on the aétion of the
abdominal mufcles, hernia congenita, inftead of a
yare, muft be a‘.lmﬂ{’t an univerfal difeafe. But
the inconvenience of the miftake could not end
here. For thefe great men, one of whom {pent a
life in experimental philofophy, and the other had

~ procured ‘a number of fubjeéls, the appearances

of which he had noted, were fo well fatisfied with

- their explanation of the difficulty, as to prevent

either of them inquiring after the period at which
the tefticles defcended into the ferotum; a cir-
cumftance which had they attended to would have
fhown them the fallacy of their reafoning.

This laft tafk was relerved for one who neither
reafoned by definition nor proved by fyllogifm,
but who confidered, that though throughout nature
nothing really exifts but individual bodies having
{imple individual.aéions, according to a law, yet
in every theory, that law, and the tracing, explor-
ing, and explaining of 11 is the foundation of fci-
énce and experiment, Rﬁjeﬁhng, therefme the
s e rar fyilo_
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fyllogifm which never flops to obviaie obje&ions,
and every induétion which would not apply to the
intermediate, as well as the principal axiom, we
find him attentive only to faéls, their feries and
order, and forming no conclufions but what could
be well afcertained. By a clofe obfervation of the
 flate and fituation of the teftis in every agé of the

 fatus, he difcovered the time which led to the mode
in which the tefticle defcended, not only without
the accidental aid of weight, pofture, or temper,
but without the danger of the inteftine defcending
with ir. In a word, he traced nature throughout
every part of the procefs, and fhowed fhe had as
regularly provided for this change, and as much
by laws {uited 1o the aftions to be produced, as fhe
does for the changes from the feetal to the flate of
refpiration, from childhood to puberty, from the
yirgin to the impregnated uterus. When thele
laws were traced, it was eafyto fee the confequences
that muft follow the interruption of any of them;
and by thefe means to account for the orifice re-
maining open, and the delcent of the inteftine,
which fometimes, though rarely occurs.

But it is hardly credible how much the original
error in which Haller entangled himlelf, warped
all his future realoning on this fubje&t.* Not

* Errores radiczles & in prima digeflione ment:s; ab ex-
cellentia funflionum & remediorum {equentium non curans
tur, Nov,Org. Aph, 50,

contented
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contented with endeavouring to make it appear
that the defcent of the teftis during or after birth,
is very common, though every other anatomilt
dates it at leaft 2 month before that period, we find
him ftill looking for a mechanical caufe to produce
an cffeél, the greater part of which he is forced to
refer to a {fpecific operation of nature. ~We have

‘before feen him ‘impute it to the aiion of the

lungs, fince that to increafed weight. But at
length the point being admitted, that for the
moft part the defcent is before birth, thefe are
both given up, and the whole is referred to preflure.
One might think, {ays he, that the increale of the
lungs, and their attion, is the caufe of the progrefs
of the tefticle; but as it moft commonly happens
before birth, we muft refer the whole to the fingle
efficacy of the abdominal mulcles. * And why
muft we have recourfe to either the aétion of the
lungs ox the abdominal mufcles tc produce an effedt,
the whole of which they are uncqual to, and the
only part of which, were they to perform it, they
could not do without danger? Can the attion of
the .abdominal mufcles bring the tefticle from the
loins forward to -the rivng of the external oblique ?

* Elem. Pyfiologia, Laufanne, 1778, vol. 8, p. g11.
Preffio Eo teflium iter refero, qui paulatim, de renum lede,
in ferotum defendunt, Crederes pulmonum augmentum, &
refpirationem cjus itiner:s caufam efle ; cum tamen plerumque
ante partum teftes id iter relegant, oportet id totum mufculo-

yuim abdominis fimplici cfhecaciz !;ribui.
aor
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or after it has paffed through the aperture, can thole
mufcles clofe the orifice of the peritoneal procefs, fo
-5 to form the future funica vaginalis teflis 2 Above
all, can they act in this manner on the teftis, without
affecting the other contents of the abdomen, which,
during a confiderable part of the progrefs, lie ante-
rior to the teftis, and which when the teftis defcends
later in life, are very apt to come down with it. It
mult then be admitted by all, that to produce part of
this change in the fituation of the teftis, nature has
provided certain laws, that only take place while that
a&lion continues. The queftion thatremains is, would
any thing be faved if one part of the operation
were performed by an aétion that 1s always going
on, viz. thatof the abdominal mulcles? On the
contrary, the operation Is only fo much the more
complicated ;* becaufe, befides” that of directing
the teftes in their paffage through the ring, another
procefs muft be fet up to prevent the efcape of the
inteflines along with them. Thus it is that men
incumber themfelves, when they attempt to pre-
{cribe laws to the operations of ‘nature, inftead of
recurring to faéls, their [eries and order, and rea-
foning by induction from them.

* Caufae rerum naturalium non plures admitti debere, quam
qua et vere [int & earum phnomenibus {ufficiant. Dicunt
enim philefophis natura nihil fruftra fit per plura quod fieri
potelt per pauciora. Natura enim fimplex eft & rerum cau-
fis fuperfl is non luxuriat,

Sir Ifaac Newton's Principia.

I have
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I have chofen to confine myfelf to this fingle
fact, becaufe it is the more pointed from the two
names it oppofes to Mr. Hunter, and becaufe I
have printed authority for all that is afferted.  But
though Baron Haller is certainly entitled to the
higheft refpect for his genius, indultry, and readi-
nels of communication, it muft be admitted, that
his phyfiology is too often tainted with mechanical
reafoning. Let me inftance his account of the
“wafting of the thymus gland. Eadem a pulmo-
nibus auélis elifa € ab aorta nunc majori fenfim
cvanefcit. * Is this the language of poetry or
philofophy ? Of the latter it cannot be, Let me
afk, among all the whimfical theories of which Mr.
Hunter is accufed, has he ever been heard to evade
a queftion 1n fuch a,manner as this, or to accufe
the Divine Artificer of fuffering one of the contents
of a circum{cribed cavity, when allare in their natu-
ral or healthy ftate, to difappear by the dafhing, or
overgrowing of the reft? I am netignorant, it
may be urged, this is only a relation of what ac-
tually takes place ; for that the lungs are in conftant
motion, the aortais increafed, and the thymus gra-
dually difappears. But let me afk, is it not given

# Primax Linecwr, p eeccxxi. This chapter clofes with an
account of the elongation of the cecum, and the increafed
fize of the feet, which are thus accounted for. Cacum in-
teftinum nafcitur a fece ad dextraappendicule pondere fuo
Jdeorfum nitente, & pedes infigniter augentur a fanguine a
ligatis umbilicalibus arteriis repullo, pccccrLiL,

S
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us by Haller as a caufe producing an effect? Now
is fuch a caufe equal to fuch an effect? Can the
motion of the lungs wear the thymus, when the
"thin pleura that is interpofed elcapes, or could the
increafed aorta leflen the fize of any neighbouring
organ, if the ccconomy bad not provided abforb-
ents to- take up parts no longer neceflary to the
fy{tem ?

In thefe inftances I have only endeavoured to
fhow, how much advantage has been derived from
purfuing Bacon’s method in phyfiology. In pa-
thology, which muft be confidered as a branch of
the former, it would be difficult before our own
times to find a fingle inftance of the application of
this mode of reafoning, except in fuch cafes as de-
pend on mere anatomical inveftigations. In all
thefe it would be great injuftice not to acknowledge
the induftry of the French; to whom, whatever
may be faid of the difficulty of giving credit to all
their hiftories of cafes, we certainly owe the foun-
dation of practical furgery. Is it, that this con-
fcious {uperiority rcﬁders them inattentive to the
improvements of other nations, or that a Hunter
has not yet appeared among them to fhow, that in
enquiring into a difeale, we are notto have recourfe
to definition and fyllogifm, but trace pure indivi-
dual actions, and the law by which they are govern-
ed? 1 have already fhown the deficiency of many
well received writersin this refpect, and fhall now

attempt
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attempt to illuftrate it with more precifion, by

contrafting their mode of reafoning in a fingle dil.

eafe. But firft let me premife a few general re-

marks on morbid poifons; which, without perpe-

tually bringing forward the fame name, I wifh my

~ reader to underftand, I derive principally from
Mr. Hunter.

CHAP.
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OBSERVATIONS ON MORBID POISONS.

POISDNS are fubftances which change the
attion of a part, or of the whole conftitution, from
a healthy to a difeafed ftate. They are either ani-
mal, vegetable, or mineral. The animal poifons
may be divided into the original and the morbid.
Thre former are the fecretions of animals, asthe
viper in a ftate of health, the latter, the effefl of
difeafe ; thefe lalt are fince Mr. Hunter’s time,
pretty generally called Morbid Poifons. The mor-
bid poifons are thofe which convey a difeafed ac-
tion from one animal to another of the {ame, or a
different fpecies. This may be either by vapour,
contatt, or wound. The firt ufually produce
fever; which, if the patient is able to ftruggle
through the flages of it, fubfides of itfelf. Thofe
which affeft by contaét or wound, produce alocal
difeafe, which fometimes only extends itfelf by the
dileafed action being kept up on the part ; at others,
affe€t various parts of the body by abforption.
The hydrophobiac poifon is an exception, being
given by contaft, and producing a critical fever.
The fmall-pox, and perhaps moft of the poifons
producing eruptive fevers, may be communicated

by
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by contadl, or vapour. In the morbid poifons,
the quantity applied, provided it be fufficient io
produce the confequent difeafe, does not feem to
teflen or increafe it.

For a morbid poifon to produce its full effet,
the fubjeét that receives it muft be fufceptible of
the difeafed ation it occafions. The part to which
it is applied, or the conftitution muft take ona
difpofition to the difeafcd attion, and nothing muft
interfere to prevent the agtion taking place.

The fufceptibility depends on the conftitution,
or the ftate of it at the time the poifon is applied.

If the conftitution is fufceptible, the local dif- |
pofition will take place on the application of the
poifon, and the aftion follow in a certain period.
From this, as foon as matter is abforbed, the conti-
tutional difpofition will follow ; but the difeafed
aftion will not take place till a certain period, ac-
cording to the laws of each individual poifon.

The fufceptibility is confined for the moft part
to diftin&t fpecies of animals, as the mange to dogs,
the rot to {heep, and a great variety to man. This
is, 1 believe, liable to only the fingle exception of
hydrophobia. ~But all men, and probably other
animals, are not fufceptible of the poilons pecu-
Jiar to their fpecies. Some men pals through life
without feeling the effeéls of the variolous infec-
tion, and ftill more without that of the venereal,

though expofed to it as much as the greateft fuf-
ferers.
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ferers. Many are fufceptible at one time, and not
at another. Some have even thown a fulceptibili=
ty of the local; and not of the conftitutional infec-
tion, or abforption has produced no confequent
difpofition to the difeafe. In fome, a pimple has
appeared on the arm afier inoculation for the fmall.
pox, fuch as could not have arifen from a mere
punture without infeflions matter ; this has gra-
dually fubfided, and the conftitution remained un-
infefted, though expofed to the effluvia of the
difeafe. In the venereal, how many do we find
admitted into the hofpitals in whom the local dif-
cale has exifted long enough to commit the moft
formidable ravages, yet no {ymptoms from ablorp-
tion have followed !

That there is a period between the time the in-
feftion is received, and the difeafed attion fhows
itfelf, is evident in every inftance.  And as in moft
we can perceive no alteration during that interval
in the aftions of life, this ftate of the confiitu-
tion has been called by Mr. Hunter, a difpofition
to take on the difcafed a&tion. In the cafual
fmall-pox,* we find a fpace of about -twelve days
between the reception of the poifonous eflluvia
and the firft fymptoms of the difeafe. But the
difpofition to the difeafe, mult have exifted during
that whole fpace, becaufe thé fubjett may be re-

* See Dr. Haygarth,
E moved
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moved from all the means of infeftion from the

time he firft received the effluvia, yet this will not
% ' - prevent the difeafe from appearing at the appoint-
£ ed period. Traveliers frequently leave the coun-
try where they received the mialma of ague long
‘before any fymptoms of it appear; yet the difpofi-
tion having been given, a removal into better air
does not prevent the difeafed aétion taking place.

Bur even when the difpofition is given, the
aftion may be fuperfcded for a time. Of this
we have feveral inftances,- related by Baron Diml-
dale, of perfons under inoculation, in fome of
whonr the period of eruption was protrated, and
in others the puftules after eruption rendered fta-
tionary by the aion of other difeafes.* Thele

dre

% Iy the Grft cafe defcribed of thofe attended with ery-
“fipelatous rafh, the eruptive fever began on the eighth day ;
: buteryfipelas fupervening, the {mall-pox eruption did not
fhow itfelf till the eleventh day, when the former fubfid-
ing, the latter began and completed its progrels.
Dimf{dale’s Prefent Method of inoculating for the
Small-Pox. 1767. Page 100.

In other cafes the eruption appears to have been ftation-
aty. See Cales 15, 16, 17,18,
Page 104, and feq.

By Dr. Haygarth’s colleftion, the moft common pe-
riod of eruption after inoculation, feems to be the eighth
day. Whether thole which happened later arofc from the

. inter-
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are inftances where the attion is fufpended in
morbid poifons, producing their effeét by fympto-
matic fevers, having their ftated crifis and termi-
nation. The fame happens to thofe which affett
locally, and by abforption, without a crifis. The
venereal never thows itfelf on the fkin, or in the
bones, while the firft local fymptoms are yielding
to mercury given in any form. But the difeale
will appear in the (kin or bones, after the firlt lo-
cal fymptoms have been removed, and the effett

interruption of any other difeafe, does not always appear,
except in one cafe related by Dr. Clarke, where the erup-
tion was protralted to the twenty-fifth day. In this, feven
days after the incifion, an cr}rﬁpelat;::us fever and eruption
attacked the patient, It is very remarkable, how feldom
‘the common progrefs of the difeafe is interrupted in holpi-
tzls or inoculating houfes. Of fve hundred cafes given by
Dr. Woodeville, four hundred and feventeen had the {ymp-
toms on or before the eighth day, ffty on the ninth, thirty
on the tenth, two on the cleventh, and one on the four-
teenth.

Or three hundred and eleven given by Dr. Clarke from
the Newcaftle Difpenfary, eight had the dileafe on the
twelfth day, on the thirteenth three, on the fourteenth
three, on the fixteenth, feventeenth, and twenty-third, one
each. (See Dr. Haygarth’s Sketch of a Plan, &c. page 39}
Does this difference arife from the patients in the hofpital
h::ing kr.'pt more free frm’n any uiilt‘.r l'rlf"l:f'lEDu or accidtmal
caule? This appears more probable, becaufe inoculation in
private praélice is by no means {o uniform in its phzncmena
as ftated by Dr. Woodeville.

E 2 ; of
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of mercury on the conftitution has ccafed. In
this cafe the difeafed aftion has been {ufpended,
after the ' difpofition had taken place. This wilt
be at once admitted by every one who refletts,
that the fource of infeftion no longer exifting

fince the cure of the original local complaint, the

difcafe that afterwards appears muft be in confe-
quence of matter abforbed before the local was
cured ; and if its appearance is later than the
fiated time, it muft be becaufe the conftitution
was occupied by another, namely, the mercurial 1r-
ritation.

Ix the fmall-pox thefe phanomena are more
obvious, becaufe, fince the introduétion of ino-
culation, the periods of infetion, fever, and erup-
tion, have been marked with greater perlpicuity,
1nd the uniformity is more ftriking from thofe pe-
tiods being fhort, and all the {ymptoms acuic.
vut if we allow for the difference between eight
days, which is the medium the inoculated fmall-
pox requires, and fix weeks, the medium of the
venereal for fhowing the effeéts of abforption, we
{hall not find the variation in any greater propor-
iion. For if, as the fame author obferves, the for-
mer varies from one to ten, or even twelve days,
without any apparent conflitutional impediment,
the latter may be fuppofed to vary from onc fo as
many weeks, and even longer, becaule in propor-
tion

=
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tion to the length of time there is a greater proba-
bility of {ome accidental circumitance happenings
to fulpend or forward the attion.

Ax objeition of fome force has been raifed
againft this language. * Aétion,” fays an ingeni-
“ous writer, “ muft have taken place or not: if it
« has taken place, there is difeale; if not, there 1s
“ none. I have no conception of any intermedi-
¢ ate ftate, What is named difpefition, appears
“to me impoffible; for no part of the body is
« difpofed to difeafe, although all are  fulcep-
« tible of it.”” *—There is at firflt fight an appear-
ance of accuracy in the language of this quota-
tion. Butas I truft I have fufficiently thown the
difference between fufceptibility, difpofition, and
aftion, I fhall only endeavor to defend the term
difpofition,

Tuat this difpofition is a modification of ac-
tion, or, in other words, that fome alteration has
taken place in the attion of the part or conftitu-
tion, is highly probable; but as, to ufe the lan-
guage of a writer of equal accuracy and elegance,t
«this is often without any perceptible injury to the
¢ ordinary attions of life,” it is furely proper to dif-

* Moore’s Mat. Med. p. 273.

t+ Jackfon on the Fevers of Jamaica, p. 134.

E 3 tinguifh
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tinguifh it from that aflion which is obvious to
our {enfes, and which conftitutes the difeafe. Till,
therefore, we are better acquainted with the real
ftate of the part or conftitution between the pe-
riod of infe&ion and the formation of the difeale,
it is furely juftifiable to call that intermediate ftate
the difpofition to take on the difeafed attion.

FuRTHERMORE, we have great reafon to be-
lieve, that not only an a€tion may be {ufpended,
but alfo that a difpofition may be prevented from '
taking place, even when the peifon is applied. 1
have already obferved, that the conftitution of it-
felf may not be fulceptible at the time; and 1t
appears that other caules may prevent its being fo.
Of this a very firiking inflance is afforded us in
the effeét of the Harmattan wind.* Seventy ne-
groe$ were inoculated for the fmall-pox three days
after the Harmattan fet in s none of them had any
{ymptoms. of the difeafe. Ina few weeks after-
wards, fifty of the fame were inoculated and had the
difeafe; the reft had taken it in the natural way.
Here, though the infeétious matter was applied to
feventy, all of them, as appeared afterwards, con- -
ftitutionally fufceptible of the difeafe, yet even

% See Norris’s Memoirs of the Reign of Bafla Ahadee,
King of Dahomy. Allo Philofophical Tranfattions, Vol.

"‘TE.
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the local difpofition was fuperfeded, and of ' courfe
the conftitution was not infeéted.

A the time of any raging epidemic, the mor-
bid miafma muft be generally diffufed; yetit is
univerfally allowed, fome ages and conftitutions
are more {ufceptible of the difeafe than others,
and alfo that a particular mode of living more ge-
nerally prevents or favours this conftitutional ful-
ceptibility. It is true, that this can never be re-
duced to demonfirative evidence, becaufe we ne-
ver can alcertain whether thole who efcape would
have taken the dileafle, had none of the above cir-
cumfitances occurred to prevent it,

It is a law with moft of thofe morbid poilons
which produce their effeét by a critical fever, that
a conftitution which has once gone through the
attion excited by them, is no longer fufceptible of
it. This 1s the cafe, with very few exceptions, in
the fmall-pox, in {carlitina, and probably in
moft infeftious fevers. I fay with very® few ex-
ceptions, becaule fome cales to the contrary have
been fo well authenticated, that I am not fuffi-
ciently fceptical to doubt that the fufceptibility
may be fo ftrong in fome conftitutions as to admit
of the difeale a fecond time, after a certain period.
But poifons which produce difeafed attions with-
out critical terminations, as the venereal, do not

. E 4 leave




56 ®BSERVATIONS ON

leave the conftitution lefs fufceptible of their in-
fluence, except for a time. '

Frow being able fo well to afcertain the imme-
diate caufes of fuch' difeafes as are to be traced
from poilons, and from an accurate obfervation of
their progrefs under different combinations of
events, the laws peculiar to fome of them have been
afcertained with as much precifion as pathology can
be expetied toarrive at. Itisto be regretted, that
the fame cannot be faid of {ome others, which, no
doubt, when well underftood, will be found to ob-
{erve the fame regularity as all the other operations
of nature. Though the vencreal has exifted for
three centuries, and a fpecific remedy for it been
known almoft aslong, yet, till our own days, no
writer has undertaken to trace the feries and order
of the two, fo as to dete@ the laws by which
cach of them are governed. Nor is it lefs re-:
markable, that in a difeafe faid to afflume fuch a
variety of forms, as to be reduceable to no law,
the ableft of the profeffion, forgetting the fallacy
of ocular demonftration, fhould fo often have
taken upon themfelves to determine by the eye,
and fometimes on a fuperficial glance, whether an
eruption or old ulcer was venereal or not:—a node
on the fhin bone has ufually been condemned at
firft Gight. Such bas been the facility with which

this infidious difeafe, as it was ofien called, has been

detetled 3
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dete@ed ; while thole which are better known have
required an accurate ftatement of their hiftory and

{ymptoms before they could be alcertained.

Axoturxr morbid poifon, which, from its ob-
ferving fomething like critical ftages, might bave
been better afcertained, is the yaws of the African
negroes. This difeafe, as far as I can learn,* has
its crifis and termination, though its periods, from
being longer, appear more irregular. It feems to
have the fingular property of never inducing fup-
puration. Such at leaft is the general law of the
difeafe. It fometimes happens, that a large yaw
fuppurates after the fungus is formed ; but at this
time the difeafe has run through its ftages. The
firft appearances are pimples which, when the cu-
ticle is feparated, difcover floughs or fordes.  Un-~
der thefe arife fungules of various magnitudes,
according to the fituation and nature of the dif-
eafe. Thefe fungufes gradually increafe, fome to
the fize of a fmall wood ftrawberry, others of a
rafpberry, and fome exceeding that of the largeft
mulberry, « which berries they very much relem-
¢ ble, being knobbed as they are.”” If the cure
goes on well, the fungufes fcab over, and by de-
grees, the f{cab falling off, difcovers the {found {kin
underneath.

# Edin. Med, Eff, Vol. b, p. 312.
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In this fungating property, it fhows fome refem.
blance to the fivvens of Scotland.  But in the
latter the fungufes rife after ulceration. In this
difpofition to form fungus, fivvens differs from the
Canadian difeafe, and both of them from the ve-
nercal in the phagedenic nature of the ulcers.
The Canadian difeafe, too, 1s often cured by the
unaffited powers of the conftitution, which never
happens with the venereal. How far fuch is the
cale with fivvens does not appear from the accounts
I have been able to colleét. Mr. Bell,* and Dr.
Swediaur,t confider fivvens, the Canadian, and the -
venereal, as varieties of the fame difeafe. But
this only increales the puzzle ; becaule the vene-
real, never yielding but to mercury, contrary to
the Canadian, leaves us more than ever in the dark
concerning fivvens. Mr. Bell tells us too, onthe
authority of a prattitioner, whom he does not un-
dertake to refute, that fivvens yields more readily
to corrofive fublimate, than mercury in any other
form. This is contrary to the now eftablifhed
praflice in the venereal,

Dr. Gilchrift ¥ defcribes fome of the phagede-
nic ulcers in fivvens, as healing in one part while

*+ Bell's Treatife on the Lues Vencrea, vol. 2, p. 44a.

+ Swediaur on the Vencreal, page 175.

+ Phyf, Effays, vol. 3, ps154.

thE}r
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they fpread 1n another; which would lead us to
fuppole, that the difeafe might cure itfelf, were we
certain thefle ulcers did not arife from the remedy,
which is ufually mercury. The fame author {peaks
of the fungus as a rare appearance in his own
ntighhﬂurhood. Mr. Bell defcribes it as charac-
teriftic of the difeafe which both allow derives its
name from the refemblance of the fungus to a wild
ralpberry.

D=r. Gilchrift fays, the difeafe does not attack
the larger and harder bones. By his defcription,
indeed, it does not appear to attack any of them, but
by the fpreading of the ulceration from the foft
parts, as the bones of the nofe from the throat, the
palate from the roof of the mouth, and other conti-
~ guous parts. Mr. Bell has {een it in both the bones
of the leg, and in the cranium. But as he con-
ceives fivvens to be {yphilis, he may miflake {yphi-
lis for fivvens. Both authors defcribe ulceration
as {preading much fafter than in the venereal.
Mr. Bell fays, when the difeafe is firft received at
the mouth, as foon as the throat begins to ulcerate,
the youla and amygdale will be fometimes deftroy-
ed in a few days; and Dr: Gilchrift fays, children
at the brealt, feized with it in the mouth and
throat, fometimes perifh with hunger, not being
able to fuck or fwallow. Mr. Bell tells us, the
part firlt infe€led has the fame appearance as a ve-

nereal
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nerecal ulcer; but his incorreét manner of defcrib-
ing a difeafe, well known in the Southern metro-
polis, makes one doubt his accuracy in this. He
conceives, it never originates in the genitals, be-
caule thofe who are infefled abitain from coition.
This is a great deal to anfwer for, efpecially as we
are told, that when the virus has entered the fyl-
tem, it firft commonly breaks out on the genitals
and neighbouring parts. We are not told whether
the virus, in this cafe, has entered the {yftem by
abforption from a prévious local ulcer, or without
that effe@l. If the latter, we may be allowed to
form our own conjettures on the originality of the
ulcers. At prefent, however, we muft remain in
the dark on the molft important phanomena of a
difeafe, we fhould have expeéted would have been
well afcertained, in a country of which 1t appears
to be indigenous, and which has held fuch a de-
ferved reputation for the improvement of medical

knowledge.

Ir any pratlitioner or ftudent, after the recels
will favor me with an accurate detail of the fymp-
toms, their feries and order, and the effetts of the
remedy, I fhall be anxious to acknowledge the
obligation, and to do the writer that juftice his
endeavors will entitle him to. The Encyclopeedia
Britannica difappointed me much, in making no
mention of fivvens, under its medical article. But

a3
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as the letter S is nearly in order, we may expett
to be gratified in this particular, in a work which
challenges a fort of national reputation. 1f, in the
mean while, any gentleman fhould be difpoled to
undertake the enquiry, I would recommend to him
the following method of direéting it.

First, Whether the difeafe ever appears with-
out producing a local cffect on the part where it
might be fuppoled to have been received.

Spconpry, Whether there is any, and what,
difference between the primary and conftitutional
ulcers.

Turrpry, Whether mercury cures the dif-
cafe without producing thofe effeéts on the {yftem
which we find neceflary in the cure of inveterate
chancres.

FourtHLY, If the primary fymptoms are cured
before the conftitutional ulcers have appeared,
whether the latter ever fhow themfelves without
the recurrence of the original ulcer,

Frerary, Whether, in cafes of phagedena, the

" parts ufually heal by granulation, or fkin over
without the loft fubftance being renewed.

SIXTHLY,




62 OBSERVATIONS ON

SixTuLY, Whether the difeafe is ever cured
by the uninterrupted efforts of the conftitution.

SevenTHLY, If this be the cafe with the pha-
gedenic ulcers, whether, if the fungufes can be
defiroyed by applying efcarotics as low as the
found part, the difeafe will ceafe in that part, and
healthy granulations rile, no other remedy being
ufed at the fame time.

LasTtLy, Whether mercury ever fails to effe&t
a cure.

Ir this laft point can be afcertained with the
fame certainty as in the venereal, there can be no
danger in the experimenter’s inoculating himfelf,
which he fhould do with the matter of both pri-
mary and {econdary ulcers.—Dr. Swediaur refers
to Mr. Bowman’s account of the Canadian difeafe,
which I fhould not have failed to confult, but that
all my enquiries of the medical literati and book- -
fellers in this great town have been fruitlefs.

I~ all thefe morbid poifons we find a difeafe
communicated fimilar to the parent ftock. But
it appears as if the healthy fecretions of one per-
{on may, undér certain circumfitances, be delete-
rious to another. Whether any of thefe poifons
originated from fuch a caufe, cannot now be de-

termined ;
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termined ; certain it is, that many of them are of
recent date, which in fome we can afcertain with
tolerable accuracy. Though all of them may be
communicated through the pores of the common
cuticle, yet they are more readily conveyed where
that membrane is either broken or particularly
thin. It is well known that the cuticle is incapa-
ble of ulceration. This is proved in a variety of
ways. When abfcefles approach the {urface, we
fee every part partake of the fuppuration till they
arrive at the cuticle, which is elongated into a
bladder, and burfts. When broken through, it 1s
for the moft part {o thin as to be loft in the drefl-
ings, or whatever approaches the part. Where
the cuticle is thicker, as in the palms and f{oles,
this is much more obvious.

Tue author to whom we are indebted for the
account before given of the yaws, obferves, that
when any of them are feated on the fole of a ne-
gro, there is no other remedy than by paring the
thick cuticle to come at the yawy fungus, and af-
terwards treat it in the manner he propofes for
thole fituated in other parts. Among the labour-

ing people of this country, it is not uncommon to
find fimilar inconveniencies from the variolous
matter confined under the cuticle of the palms of
the hand, Tn this cafe we find a large fub-cuti-
cular colle€tion, which breaks the cellular mem-

brane,
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brane, but-never elcapes through the cuticle; un«
lefs opened by art.  This property in' the cuticle
is the great proteétion of the body from morbid
poifons aling by contatt only. Itis not indeed
always fufficient, becaufe we find the vencreal and
variolous will produce their effett by paffing
.through the pores of the cuticle, and uleerating
the fkin beneath it.  In this cafe, as in that of ab-
{cefs, the cuticle does not partake of ‘the ulcera-
tion, but is elongated into a veficle.

But where the cuticle is broken, or is particu-
larly thin, the effe@l of morbid poifons is much
more certain, It even appears, as was before ob-
ferved, that the healthy fecretions of one perfon
may, when applied under thefe circumitances,
prove deleterious to another. The parts: over
which the cuticte is thinneft, are the genitals, the
papillz, and the mouth. In all thefe we have in-
flances of difcafe implanted, which cannot be
traced from the parent ftock. * The ancients, who

“were ignorant of the venereal, could not fall into
our error of imputing every ulceron the genitals -
t6 that fource s but then their ignorance of the
effeéts and progrefs of morbid poifons, made them
confider thefe difeafes as peculiar to the parts,
without ever iﬁipctﬂing they were received by
coition. This is the lefs remarkable when we

confider, that thefe ulcers are feldom, if ever, met
with
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with in thé vagina.  Celfus,* whofe accuracy can
only be exceeded by his brevity, delcribes no lefs
than nine appearances of ulcer on the penis, which
he diﬂjnguilhté by their progrefls and fituation. I
fhall avail myfelf of the order in which he has
arranged them:

Some of them may be imputed to the fecretion
of the glands hardening and changing its proper-
ties; an inconvenience faid to be much more con-
fiderable in warmer climates than in our own; we
need therefore only take notice of thofe which have
been confounded with the venereal. The firft of
thefe is an ulcer that occafions phimofis, the fe-
cond an eating ulcer near the franum, painful,
with a fanious difcharge. All thele he confiders
as readily cured by gentle remedies and detergent
wafhes.

Tue next {pecies is by no means uncommon in
this country, but has too generally been confidered
as venereal, and treated as fuch. It 1s either
feated on the glans or inner part of the prepuce,
{preads very rapidly, and in a {hort time the glans
or a part of it mortifies and {loughs off, after which
a cicatrix forms fo readily as fometimes to endan-
ger the urethra, Celfus was fo well aware of this,

* Lib. vi. chap, 8.
¥
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(hat whenever the cafe happens, fre' advifes inflant
circumcifion, and a probe to be introduced, left
the prepuce fhould adhere to the glans, and even
glue up the urcthra.

% Of this kind of ulcer ¥ fhall dire& my reader
(6 three cafes. The firft he will find in the Edin-
burgh Medical Effays.* The furgeon, obferving
the mertification, thought it neceflary, according to
the praétice of thofe days, toamputate the penis
above the flough; after which granulations rofeto
fuch a height asto form fomething likea new glans.
Another cafe of the fame kind is velated by Tur-
ner.t who, as foon as he pereeived the igangrene,
thought it right to cut down to the living part, and
apply hot dreffings.  In fpite of this, however, the
patient recovered, but was lefs fortunate than the
foriner, nothing remaining after the cure but the
Jlump of a penis. The cafe related by Mr. French,
it Mr. Hunter’s Effay,t was of this kind. ~ That
none. of thefe were venereal is probable, from
their being fo well known to Celfus, and from
their healing readily without mereury. In the firft
cafe only {mall dofes of calomel with purges were
exhibited : but here the part being cut off might

* Vol. 1. art, 1g.
+ Syph. page 248
1 Hunter en the Vencreal, page 385,
account
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accouit for the difeale ceafing. In the [econd
no mercury was given till the flough had caft oft,
and the parts began to heal. The laft cafe related
by Mr. French was much exafperated by mercury.
When that remedy was laid afide, what was left
of the glans penis floughed off, and the fore

healed,

Tuoucw it may feem certain thele cafes were
not venereal, it might flill be doubted whether
they arofe from impure coition: But the laft cafe
places the matter beyond a doubt, exoftofes appear-
ing on the fcalp and tibia. The cure of thefe
without mercury is a further proof that the fource
was not venereal, and that other poifons may by
inoculation produce cffeéts apparently fimilar to
that difeale.

It is a remarkable proof of the accuracy of
Cellus, that he particularly diftinguithes thefe-fpe-
cies of ulcer which heal either by common appli-
cations or after floughing, from thole which fpread
either by phaged=na or a fucceflion of floughs. It
;5 well known that all local dileafes which f{pread
without any citcumfcribed termination, are by this
writer called cancer.

Tue reader is not to be offended at meeting

with ulcer exedens among the firft, and gaysdaia in
I' 2 the
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the fecond. He tfhould remember that Celfas

“derives his definition and divifion of cancer * from

the Greek phyficians, which, after explaining, he
accurately follows. That the chapter de obfe@na-
yum pariitm wvitits is intended more particularly
for the ufe of fuch patients as through over dehi-
cacy could not apply for relicf, and to fuch no
defcription could be more intelligible than ulcer
exedens. But this kind of ulcer, which fo readily
gives way to common remedies, is very different
from his definition of cancer. Non folum id, quod
occupavit,corrumpit, fed etiam ferpit, &Ge. The eryfi-
pelatous inflammation is for this reafon among his
fpecies of cancer. DBut what I particularly wifh to
remark here is his defeription and divifion of pha-
gedana into two {pecies.  The firft is the common
phagedana, for the cure of which he advifes the
attual cautery. The other he defcribes as begin-

ning with a blacknels or {lough, and if net pre-

vented, fpreading to the bladder, in which ftage
no afiftance can be given. - If this is feated on
the glans near the urethra, he adviles the fame re-
medy, with proper care to preferve the orifice of
the urethra, but if the difeale has penetrated deep,
that the knife fhould be uled.

Tue hrft Ipecies is by no means uncommon.
The third volume of the London Medical Trani-

* Lib, v. cap. 26. :
attions
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atlions contains a cafe by Dr. Donald Monro of a
phagedanic ulcer, in the [pace of five or fix weeks
eating away the whole glans penis. By degrees it
fpread fo as to lay bare the mufcles of the abdo-
men, and, deltroying part of the epigaftric artery,
produced a hemorrhage of which the patient died
before any relief could be given. During the
patient’s life Dr. George Monro was confulted,
who pronounced the dileafe, like fix others he had
feen, to be of a cancerous nature, and produced
by the too free exhibition of mercury in its early
flage. But this was [o far from the cafe, that no
mercury was given, except as-a draftic purge, be-
fore the doftor dire€ted a mercurial friétion.

ApmiTTiNG that purging was improper, it is
not likely that no improved mode of treatment
fhould ever remedy the inconvenience of it in a
juvenile confiitution. It fhould allo be remem-
bered that the dottor himfelf found the inflamma-
tion {o conliderable as to induce him to advife
bleeding. In a word, if the difeafe was venereal,
why did it not yield to mercury? If cancerous,
how (bould mercurial purges produce cancer? or
why fhould cancer affume fo unufual a type as to
ulcerate without any furrounding callofity, or with-
out a previous {cirrhus ?

Tue other fpecies of phagedana is, I believe,
defcribed only by Celfus.  Qf the accuracy, how-
F3 ever,
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ever, of his defcription, I have lately bad a ye-
markable inftance, which I fhall now relate.

A GENTLEMAN accuftomed to little puftules
from the febaceous glands about the fa;e,' was in
the habit of prefling out what he called the maggot,
as foon as it appeared.  Obferving one of them on
the under part of the pﬂ_&pﬁgt , he treated that
in the fame manner, and while the fkin was broken
continued his intercourfe with a woman with whom
he had been long conneéted. Finding the puftule
did not heal like thofe on the face, he applied to
a phyfician, having prE:xriauff)r ufed. a folution of
lunar cauftic, and the mercurial frictiof. The
'p‘nyﬁcian, before the {lough was caft off, recom-
mended him to a furgeon more in the habit of fee-
ing fuch cafes. After the efchar came off, no dif-
pofition to heal appea-ring,_ the mercurial friftion
was advifed. The fore very foon fpreading, and
the conftitution fhowing but flight fymptoms of
being. affefied by the mercury, the frittion was
continued, and the quantity increafed. But In
fpite of all the ulcer {pread, infomuch that while
the mouth was fore, it had extended laterally {o as
to be feen without raifing the penis, and downward
to the fcrotum. In this fituation he fent for me.
On hearing the Iﬁii}hry,' I had no difficulty in
making up my mind, that, whatever the cafe might
ﬁfig’;inal’lj,f have been, it was not then Erenemal.'

Nor




MORBID POISONS, g1

Nor was this opinion founded on the prefumption
of any better knowledge of the fubjeft.  The
gentlemen before confulted were my fuperiors in
profeflional rank, in age, and in their opportunities
of feeing cales of every defcription. But I came
in after them, and bhad their faéts and experience to
reafon upon. The phyfician was likewife of opi-
nion that the friction fhould be difcontinued. On
laying afide the ufe of mercury, and attending to
good dict and bark, the ulcer put on a clean, gra-
nulating appearance, and there {eemed no doubt
but its healing would be in proportion to the ra-
pidity with which it had fpread. = But at the very
time when a beginning cicatrization might have
been expelted, a parosyfm of fever came on, with
violent pain in the part, and an effufion of ferum.
This, as well as the confequent increafe of the ul-
cer, was imputed to fome accidental irregularity,
or one of the changes common in an irritable ha-
bit. In a f{hort time all thefe unfavourable fymp-
toms difappeared, and the wound affumed its for-
mer clean and florid complexion. But in a few
days the former fymptoms recurred, with fimilar
confequences. - At each paroxyfm of fever the ul-
cer not only put on this unfavourable appear-
ance, but gained ground in all direftions. The
fame train of {ymptoms fucceeded each other fo
often, that I could now tell when to expett them,
and obferved before the febrile attack a livid ap-

F 4 pearance
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pearance about the fkin at the edges of the wound. '!
‘As the fever went off, all that part of the {kin dif-- i |
appeared, and left a clean fore underneath, which

foon after affumed a healthy granulating appear-i-

ance.

Tue profpe&t of fo long an attendance made
me defirous of the affiftance of-another furgeon.
Having therefore warned my paticnt not to expett
any amendment till the whole prepuce was floughed
off, Mr. Cline was confulted. ‘From the alternate
changes in the fore, he made no fcruple to aflert,
it could not be venereal.” The ufual remedies
| &5 were tried for the conftitution, and’the dreflings
varied ‘according to circumftances; but the ul-
cer increafed as before.” The fever was however
: lefs at each returning paroxyfm; and as the'r:dgé
| near the corona became attacked, the true phage-
deena appeared more and more, with but litle
pfﬁvinﬂs'b‘lhchncfa of the {kin, or flough. This
continued till the whole prepuce, and that part &F
the ferotum which forms a part of it when the pe-
, : nis is cre@, entirely difappeared. Till this was
- nearly accomplithed, though we had frequently
W the appearance of beginning granulations, no dif-

|| | pofition to form fkin or cicatrix ever fhowed it= =
1 Al A | '
‘II | I- : . L
| | .I '?-
i | ThE i
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Tue procefs of {kinning now began at the up-
per edge next the pubis, and increaled rapidly tilk
the whole was nearly covered. Soon after the
fkin began to form, a copper {pot appeared on the
- infide of the right thigh, and others on the hands;
and in a day or two aﬁcrwards the patient difco-
vered fome bumps, as he camhed his head : he had
alfo an ulcer in his throat.  When thefle were dili-
gently examined, and we had retired, Mr. Cline
exprefled his fufpicions, that they were ve:mﬂreal
and his {urprife at the fame time, that the cranium
fhould bave given no pain. About the fame time
appeared a protuberance on the right tibia; and
the paititnt remarked, that he was become bandy.
Tt was howevtr'agrccd not to give any mercury
for the prefent, left the healing procefs of the penis
fhould be interrupted, nor to alarm the patient
with the dilcipline he was likely to go through.
But in a fhort time the blotches began to ulcerate.
That on the thigh, in the {pace of four days, be-
came as broad as a crown piece; another appeared
on the iternum, which was itfelf elevated, and a
new tumor arofe on the forehead, which gave the
fingers every fenfe of fluttuauon. It now ap-
peared no longer doubtful what courle to purfue.
Five grains of crude quickfilver, rubbed down
with conlerve, were given daily for three days,
and then increafed to eight grains for eight
days.

e e Ar
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A firt the fuccefs anfwered all we could ex-
pett; the ulcers took on a kinder afpect, no new
ones appeared, and the fumors in the cranium Jef-
fened. But at the end of eleven days his confti-
tution began to feel fome of the effetts of the
mercury, as was evident by the {mell of s per-
fpiration and breath. ~Immediately the ulcers,
from a found granulating furface covered with
guod pus, became of a dufky red, with bloody fa-
nies. This was, without exception, the cafe with
all of them. The bones remained the fame.

I now ventured to fuggelt to Mr. Cline, that
the difeale might flill not be venereal. He ex-
prefled fome f{urprife, but offered to put it to the
fingle teflt of the boncs, which, if they fhould re-
cover without more mercury, he would admit were
not likely to have been tainted with that virus.
At all events, the mercury was to be difcontinued.
“The bones did rccover without more mercury, and

‘before all the ulccrs healed.

A this time the patient, finding his health bet-
ter, wifhed to try the effeét of country air, which,
as mercury could not then be repeated with fafety,
we made no objetlion to. On his return, in about
a fortnight’s time, his throat was again ulcerated,
and fuch of the old external ulcers as had not
healed threw up a kind of fungous granulation,

o v UG refem-
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refembling the accounts we have of ivvens. The
fore on the penis, which had never completely
fkinned, was fpread to about the fize of a fhilling,
but, inftead of a phagedenic, bad only an indolent
appearance, fuch as is common with parts newly
cicatrized in a debilitated conftitution.  His
health, hﬁweﬁer? being better, mercury might have
been exhibited with fafety. But, by this time,
like many invalids, he feemed difpofed to confult
every body, and was fatisfied with nobody. He
- brought with him a prefcription from a phyfician
in the country, for 3 decoftion of the woods,
:whiéh prevented our doing more for the prefent
than giving him 2 gargle of corrofive fublimate.
Before two days trial of thefe remedies, another
phyfician was confulted ; and after that the cafe
transferred to another furgeon. This gentleman,
having no doubts of the venereal origin of the
difeafle, exhibited mercury freely, and the ulcers
healed. After this, fome pieces of bone were ex-
foliated from the nofe; and almoft as foon as he
recovered from the mercurial irritation, blotches
appeared in his face, a freth ulceration on the
throat, and the tibia again enlarged without any

pain. He is now under his fifth mercurial
+ courle.

Tuis cale, in its firft ftage, is exattly defcribed
by Celfus, as the phagedzna, diftinguifhed by que-
| dam
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dam nmigrities que non ﬁ‘;ﬁf.{u?’ fed ferpit. It was
indeed feated on the prepuce, and his direélions are
applicable to the glans, becaufe his principal objeét
in them is the prefervation of the urethra. = When
phagedana fpreads in this manner, it is impoffible
to fay how far the difcafe may have extended be-
fore the lofs of fubftance fhows itfelf. The pro-
priéty of the diretlion, therefore, to cut beyond the
difeafed part [pracadendum] in this inftance, and to
cauterize in the other, is eafily comprehended. .

Tuart this cafe was the eﬂ'ﬂ&_ﬂfa mc:rbid poi-
{on introduced from the broken fkin at the lower
part of the prepuce, is moft probable; and that it
was not venereal, is to me equally fo. Is it con-

fitent with what we Lknow of the latter, that an

ulcer fhoyld increafe while mercury is fhowing its
effetts on the conftitution? Even if mercury
were exhibited in top great profufion, there fhould
have been a peribd during its ufe when the ulcer
fhould have fhowed a healing difpolition; but the
contrary was invariﬁhly the cafe till the remedy
was laid afide, and indeed long after the conftitu-
tion bad recovered from all the common cffetts of
it. Was the phagedxna, then, the effeét of mex-
cury 2 This is more probable, efpecially when. we
recolleét, that a cauftic having been very early ap-
plied to the part, the aflien from the yirus might
haye bm:n deftroyed, and that of mercury have

' been
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been uninterrupted in a crude wound. But the
wound fhowed no difpolition to heal when the
efchar calt off, before the fecond exhibition of
mercury ; and when that remedy was difcontinued
the phagedena was not of the kind that has ever
been defcribed as conlequent on the ufe of mer
cury, nor indeed fuch as exilted while the confti-
tution was under the ftrongeflt mercurial irritation.
The contftitutional fymptoms were much more fufe
‘picious, but the blotches ulcerated much earlier,
and the progrefs of the ulcers alfo was much more
rapid than that of the venercal. The nodes were
unattended with pain, and the rapidity with which,
after the formation of matter, they yizlded to {imall
dofes of mercury, is at lealt new in the hiftory of
the venereal. = Nor have thofe fpongy granulations
ever been defcribed as confequent on venereal
ulcers. - Laltly, have we ever before heard of
venereal ulcers affuming that unfavourable afpe&t
at the time when the mercurial irritation had Jult
arrived at fuch a height as would induce us to
expett the molt favourable ifTue ?

I smarr not now infit on one argument drawn
from Mr. Hunter’s oblervations on the laws of the
venereal, namely, that when the difeafle is once
cured in the fkin or bones, it never returns to thofe
parts: from the fame flock of infeflion. If the
difcafe in other refpeéts refembled Jues venera,

this
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this circimftance would only prove the fallacy of
Mr. Hunter’s theory. Butl will venture to fay;
that, excepting its being a morbid poifon produc-
ing a local effeét, and alfo effe@s from ablorption,
it had no fingle charafter of the venereal. That
ihe firlt local ulcer which came under my obfer-

vation was not the cffeét of mércury, there 1 the

fairelt prefumption. That it was not venereal s
certain, if the chancre has a charaéter which every
accurate writer has deferibed, and which alone
diltinguifhes it from all other ulcers:

Tus reader muft have obferved; that among
the great variety of ulcers defcribed by Celfus,
there is no mention of a thickened edge and bafis
to any of them. That Celfus was not inattentive
to fuch appearaneces, €VETy one accuftomed to
¢race his accuracy will admit, and 1 fhall have
eccafion hereafter to fhow. Butif we allow the
concurrent teftimony, not only of Mr. Hunter
but of every accurate writer of relpettability be-
fore his time, the thickened or hard edge and bafe
are the true chara&eriftics of the venereal ulcer, or
chancre. It is therefore rather a mark of Mr.
Foot’s inattention than of his critical acumeny
when he afferts, that ulcers are only found out
« 10 be venercal from fituation or fufpicion.”” *

& Obferv. on Hunter; part 3, P- 8.
e Aftruc,

g
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Aftruc,t whom he is perpetually quoting, defcribes
them with an exaftnefs which always accompanies
that author, and adds a theory which, confidering
the time it was formed, fhows an ingenuity equal
to his induftry. Sydenham,* and indeed all other
writers of eftablifhed reputation, make the fame
remark. It is the abfence of this edge and bafe
in the ulcers of moft other morbid poifons, that
produces, I fufpeét, fuch a rapidity of ulceration
as is very properly denominated phagedena.

Tue language of Cellus would lead us to fu-
{peét, that thefe [pecies of ulcers were much more
common 1in his time than at prefent. But the
truth probably is, that fince the knowledge of the
venereal has taught us the ufe of mercury, all fuch
as give way to that remedy have paffed for vene-
real, and only thofe that refift it arc now taken
notice of. It is plain, however, from the methods
propofed by Celfus, that fome of thefe ulcers of
his date refilted all the then known remedies.
This argument may be extended to his fevere
manner of treating difeafed bones.| His divifion
nto vidium, caries & nigrities, which exaélly an-
Twers our node, uleeration, and caries; his choice

t Aftrag, vol. 1, p. 407.—Barrowby’s tranflation,

1 Swan’s tranflation, p. 308,
i Lib, 8. cap, 2,
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of the word vitiatum ; and his defcription, prims

fere pingue ¢ft, would lead us to fuppofe he had an

imperfeét idea that the bone was in fome way con-
taminated. This opinion is firengthened by the
‘great anxiety he fhows, that the whole of the dil-
cafed part fhould be removed, either by the bot
iron producing exfoliation, or by rafping or fcrap-
ing. Qui radit hcc audatler imprimere ferramen-
tum. debet, ut agat aliquid €3 maturius definat. By
the lalt part of this [entence we can perceive;

that he had met with cafes which were neither re-

lieved by a fpontancous cure, nor by any known

‘remedies, nor by any thing {hort of an entire re~
oval of the vitiated part, the fmalleft portion of

“which being lefs, would re-produce the difeafe. It
oo alfo 'worth remarking, that when the caries s
“{eated in the cranium, ﬂ'miﬂ:m, or ribs, he conli=
ders all attempts at burhing as ufelefs, and that
nothing mort_ﬁf _ﬁﬁg.i‘r_fg ai;ﬁi'y ;}1& p'art can be effi-
cacious. It is now well known, that this fevere
“ireatment is not h::'céifa'r}r.' Our knowledge of
the venereal and its remedy, as taught us to ap-

ply the latter to bones infetted with this, and pro-

“bably with other morbid poifons. It has ‘alfo
taught us to diftinguilh, between bones enlarged

“from the ftimulus of a poifon, and difeafes arifing
' fpnntanenuﬂy, or from a peculiarity of conftitution.
But the ftate of furgery in Celfus’s days was not

fugh as to fuggefl this difference. Finding therefore

. fome

" . : "
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fome cafes which could never be relieved but by
the removal of all the vitiated part, it is not furs
prifing if he confiders this wifzum as inherent in
all difeafed bones. Thefe inferences, I am per-
fuaded, will be admitted by every candid perufer
of the paffage, as well as the probability that all
the ulcers under the divifion of cancer in cole,
were the effeéts of morbid poifons, which flill oc-
cafionally fhow themfelves, and which, though at
prefent confounded with the venereal; are really
diftint from 1it. If the reader ftill retains any
doubt on this fubje&t, I would recommend him to
perufe Mr. Becket’s paper in the Philofophical
Tranfattions, on the antiquity of the venereal dif- .
eafe, where he will not only meet with a defcrip~
tion of ulcers on the genitals infeéting the reft of
the body, before that poifon was known; but with
an account of fome that were cuted by mercurial
falivation. Aftruc gives a very good abftra&t of
this paper, and anfwers it with much learning and
good {enfe, fo far as he confines himfelf to the
{uppofed antiquity of the difeafe.

I courp relate other inftances of wulcers of
this kind, but my wifh is to eonfine myfelf to
fuch as do not reft on my own authority. I fhall
now therefore direét the reader’s attention to a few.
cafes of morbid poifons which have been commu-
nicated by the nipples.

G . Ix
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Ix the third volume of the Edinburgh Medicat
Effays,* we have an account of feveral ladies whofe
nipiilcs'a-nd' other parts of the body were infefted
in confequence of having their breafts drawn by
2 woman whe had an ulcer in her mouth. Thougl
the writer of the paper confiders the difeafe as ve-
nereal, yet there is no evidence of its being fuch.
The woman in whom it originated bhad no com-
plaint in any part of her body, excepting two ul-
cers in her mouth, one of which healed with no
other application than a gargle of infufion of

woodbine. Many of the patients were not cured
by mercurial courfes; and the author remarks,
that the difeafc was different from that given in the
common way, both in the malignancy and quick
progrefs of the fymptoms. But the poifon was ap-
plied only tormatrons, and on a part from whence
there was lefs danger of It#g';iﬂfﬂaiﬂﬂ {preading..
~[Tad it firft occurred in a camp, and affetted only
the genitals, it is difficult to fay how extenfive the
contagion might have proved.

[nstancEs of fore nipples in nurfes, and often
without any apparent difeafe in the children, are
{o numerous, that every prattitioner muft have

met with a variety of them. Happily they are,
for the moft part, attended with little ulceration,,

» Fifth Edition, P« 397~
andt
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and readily heal by difcontinuing the application
of the child's lips. But there are too many in-
ftances of the contrary. The moft remarkable
cafe that has come within my knowledge was that
of a woman fent from the parifh of Worth, by the
Rev. Dr. Bethune, to St. Bartholomew’s Hﬂfpi—
tal. She was fulpetted by the village prattitioner
of being poxed, and in confequence falivated by a
mercurial friction. The difeafe not making any
great progrefs in the child, no remedies were ufed
for it.  When the two arrived at the Hofpital,
they were under the care of Mr. Pott. But
on hearing the hiftory of the dileafe, he deter-
mined the cafe not to be venereal, and referred it
to the phyfician. Dr. David Pitcairn had then
the care of them. The woman had loft her nip-
ple, with a confiderable portion of the breaft; a
phagedenic ulcer was creeping along her neck and
face, and had deftroyed part of one eye-lid. Ci-
cuta and decottions of feveral of the woods were
tried, as well as the mercurial falts in fmall dofes;
but the difeafe continued to gain ground, and even
appeared on the inlide of the other breaft. In
the mean while, the breall originally infefted, and
part of the neck, healed, but without the loft fub-
ftance being filled up by granulations. The child
took no kind of medicine, and recovered in the
air of an holpital ; while its mother was reduced
to this wretched (pettacle.  She returned uncured

G 2 to
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to her parifh, where fhe died. That this cale was
the effet of a morbid poifon, éapnqt_ be doubted.
That it was not venercal is evident, from its not
giving way to mercury, from a part healing while
the difeafe gained ground 1n another, and from the
child being fo flighsly infeéted.

Tae cales related by Mr. Hunter * are in-
ftances both of the nipples and mouth being af-
fefied by two fpecies of morbid, poifon, evidently
diftin@& from each other, and from the venereal.
Moft of the cafes recovered without mercury ;
.nd where that remedy was fuccefsful, it was in
prepara’ions and doles that are never found
equal to the cure of the original venereal ul-

cer.

1 spaLL now make a few remarks on the tooth
éafes. That many of thefe were pot venereal Is
evident, becaufe they recovered without the ufe
of mercury. ~This was the cafe with one in which
a node appeared on the tibia. , Moft of thofe
which yielded to mercury Were affefted by that
remedy much earlier than the venereal ever is, or,
what is more to the purpole, before the confti-
tution fhowed any fymptoms of mercurial irrita-
vion. In the fatal cafe the ulcers fpread with a

% See Treatife on Venereal, p» 386, and feq.
rapidity
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rapidity never known in the venereal, a convinc-
ing proof that there was no callous edge or bafe.
For the fame reafon, as will be hereafter explain-
ed, the ulcers yielded to a fhort exhibition of ca-
fomel,* part of which, by the manner in which it
affetted the bowels, probably efcaped by ftool.

A~ accurate examination of all thefe cafes will
convince the attentive reader that none of them
were venereal., ‘The five firft in order were of
the common phagedzna. The fixth exaétly re-
fembled that fpecies of ulcer which Celfus de-
fcribes by the glans falling off, after which the
parts heal by common applications. OF this kind
I have related three cafes from different authors,*
and I truft convinced the reader that neither of
them were venereal. In every one of them
the floughing of the part produced the cure. In
the prefent inflance we are told, “ about a month
“ after the operation an ulceration of the gums
““ took place, which increafed to a very great de-
« aree, till the edges of the gum floughed off, after
« which the part healed as faflt as any other ulcer.
“ But, though the gums recovered perfeéily, they
« remained confiderably fhorter.”” In the fatal
cafe related by Sir William Watfon, and referred

* Mecdical Tranfaétions, vol. 3, p. 325. Hunter ut fupra.
. + Sec page 66.
G 3 tQ
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to by Mr. Hunter, thﬂ original ulcer was fo con-
ﬁantly attended with pain and fetid dilcharge, and
extended with fuch rapidity that it was molt pro-
bably the fecond fpecies of the phageda&na of Cel-
fus; which fpreads by a fucceffion of floughs, like
the :z_lfe defcribed in page 70.

I NEED not appnfc the reader, that this at-
tempt at {;Iaﬂing anomalous morbid poifons by the
local alions they ptoduce muft be very incom-

‘plete. The faéls are few in numbEr, and nfmn

1mPErFeEi1y related. Many of them can cm];r be
traced in a fingle individual, fo that we are unable
to afcertain whether all the appearances are tQ be
afcribed to the peculiarity of the cnnﬁltutmn, of
the laws of the poifon. Thofe which were com-
municated are now extinét, and in fuch as were
treated with mercury we cannot at prefent alcer-
tain what part of the f-,rmpmms is to be afcribed
to the difeafe, and what to the remed}r I truft,
however, this arrangement w1ll not be all;ﬂg::ther
uielefs, and that if it does not teach us always to
afcertain what a difeale i is, we may at lealt learn
what it is not.

To call a difeafe by the name of that which it
feems moft to refemble, would be at any time un-
phllofnphrcal and in the prefént ftate of medical
1mpmvemnnt is, 10 MY c:pmmn, me:xcufahle. This

want
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want of accuracy has, on former occafions, been
the caufe of very ferious evils. When the vene-
real firlt appeared, the phyficians of thole days
called it by the names of known difeafes, and at-
tempted to cure it by remedies efficacious in them.
To the unreftrained boldnefls of empiriciim we
owe the only remedy we can now rely on. Al-
molt in our own days we have been witnefles of
the fatal confequences of confounding the putrid
fore throat with other difeafes in that part; and as
{oon as the white {peck was found to charatterize
the new complaint, many {eemed to forget that be-
fore its exiftence any white appearance had ever
been perceived about the throat, By degrees it
has been found neceflary to truft no longer to the
fight, the moft fallacious of the {enles; {till lefs to
the defcriptions of others, always unfatisfattory, and
at beft depending on the accuracy of the fpettator,
both in obferving and relating, as well as on the
impreffion of mind under which his obfervations
arc made. It bas been found neceflary that our
delcriptions fhould be fo minute as, by fhowing
precifely what appearances were prefent, to fhow
what were not ; and to conneét with all this a moft
exatt detail of every concomitant fymptom, their
{eries and order.

G 4 CHAP.



OF THE FIRST LOCAL ACTIONS IN-
"DUCED BY MORBID POISONS.

A1

L‘E'T'us now keep the cafes above related in
view ; and if, ‘at the fame time, we confider tliﬂ
natural hiftory of an ulcer, we fhall be able to form
a jult idea of phagedena, and the other appear—
ances we have enumerated in morbid poifons.

Wxen 2 divifion of any folid part on the fur-
face of the body takes place, the moft fimple ope-
ration of natare is to form a kind of fcab over it.
By this means the whole is defended from the ex-
terpal air; the blood or other interftitial fluid is
abforbed, and the fides unite by contrating clofer
to cach other, or by the appofition of new formed
fubftance s after which, the fkin recovering its:
{fmoothnefs, the fcab falls off. ~ But the injury may
be of fuch a nature, or the parts may be kept fo
Jong divided, as that the edges muft die for want:
of a due circulation. The neceffary confequence
of ‘this is, that before any other procels can com-

: ! ' mence,
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mence, the dead part muft be feparated, which can
only be effefted by the {ound part in contatt with
it being ablorbed. This procels, attended with
purulent difcharge, is “called ulceration; and in
this ftage of a wound nothing can be more true
than that ¢ a diffolution, or rather diffufion, of
« {ome of the folid particles of broken capillary
«« yeflels, and a mixture of fome part of the juices
¢¢ which ‘fhould circulate through them, make a
« neceflary part of the difcharge.”” This will ap-
pear more obvious if we take a view of the con-
{equence of applying a cauftic. Obferving the
feparation of the dead from the living part, and
pus between them, we are apt to confider this
pus as a {olution of that part of the folid fubftance
which occupied the fpace of feparation.. But no-
thing can be more inconclufive than {uch reafoning.
For if the dead part is diffolved, why does this
procefs only take place at the edges? If the liv-
ing, it muft be the effett of a peculiar organiza-
tion. But this only increales the difficulty, be-
caufe the lofs of fubftance is not confined to the
living part, but 1s obfervable in the flough, which:
is dead and unorganized. We are therefore forced
to admit an organization that will diffolve flough
and living cellular membrane blood-veflels, and
their contents, into one uniform fluid. But how
much more complicated is fuch a procefs, than to
admit that the loft fubftance, both of the flough

and
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and living part, is abforbed, and that pus is fe.
creted. Abforption, we know, is conftantly going-
on in every part of the fyltem; and the fecretion
of pus continues after the lofs of {ubftance ceafes,
and granulations begin to rife.

Warn the dead {ubflance is completely fepa-
sated, the fore is in a fimilar fituation to the lofs
of fubftance ffom {uppuration in cafes of ablcels;
and, if nothing interrupts the healing procefs, we
may expeét granulations to rife. But this healthy
operation may be interrupted in a variety of ways.
The conftitution may be engaged in a dilealed ac-
tion; in which cafle the ulcer may remain {tation-
ary, or fpread according to the nature of the dif-
eafe. If, from negligence or miftaken cleanlinefs,
the pus and rudiments of the future granulations
are wiped off, the furface of the wound will be
again crude, and dic, from the caufes above-men-
tioned. Hence abforption and frefh ulceration
muflt commence, If the fame treatment is conti-
mued, the fame effe€ts will follow ; till by degrees
the ulceraung procefs may become habitual, and
fpread fome time after the firlt caufe has ceafed.
Such is ufually the nngm of thofe unhappy cafes of
fore legs, fo common among the poor.  But {ome-
“times, efpecially in older fubjeéls, or where the
_difcale is feated at a diftance from the fource of
r:lrc;ulaucm, an ulcer will continue almoft {tation-

ary
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ary for a great length of time. This is another
refource of the ceconomy to provide againft the
effe@ts of injury or difeafe. In thefe cafes, inftead
of ulceration, a hard, thickened edge is, formed
round the wound, which muft be abforbed, or re-.
moved by art, before any healing procefs will take
place.* The operation of cafting off the dead
edge in one inftance, and abforbing the callofity in
the fecond, are both attended with ' purulent dif-
charge, and ufually called digeltion,

Even when ulceration has completed its objett,
and we might expet granulation, and conflequent
cicatrization, thele proceffes may be interrupted.
If an extraneous body is prefent, which cannot be
diflodged, as often happens with a piece of dead
nail, or as was defcribed with the iffue ; inftead of
true granulations, we fhall have a foft, fpongy,

* InTEnbum vetultas ulcus occupat induciturque ei cal-
Jus, & circum orx crafle livent. Polt que quicquid medi-
camentorum ingeritur parum proficit, quod fere negligenter

curato vulnen fupervenit,
Cets. lib. 5. cap. 37. feft. 51.

Tue laft part of this fentence is a very exatt and elegamt
deflcription of the caufe of this kind of ulcer. The medi-
cal reader will not be deccived by the term curato, which,
relating only to the drefling, with the addition of negligen=
ter, reduces the whole to thg caufe I have mentioned
above,

pallid
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pallid fungus, which will not only rife much higher
_tha!r;l_"-i:lhe.furnfrmiding {kin, but often grow over it
Whilft this continucs, nothing like a cicatrix will
bc—: formed, though in fome inftances a fort of thin
caducous fkin will cover the fungus. e WRE fatd®

~ Burt any one of thefle interruptions may happen
fiom the prefence of a poifon, and that 'with a
uniformity which charatterizes all the operations
of nature, wherever we can dete€t thofe laws by
which thcy_are.ggj{r@rned. Sl o

1. mAyE already defcribed ulceration as the
means of | fepgtaﬁ.ng_ a dead from a living part.
The. fame -hma'),r take place from other irritations.
Preflure 1.1[11.::'11!3‘_r produces it. Suppuratic;n, which

is only an internal ulceration, is the means ufed by

nature to bring any fubftance to the furface. In

all thefe cafcs, a procefs takes place to prevent the

éffuﬁon_ of the matter, which Mr. Hunter very
#&Cﬁlﬁlﬂl}r defcribes, and whieh is one fpecies of
his adhefive inflammation, forming a thin lamina
oyer the whole furface of the abfcefs or ulcer.
In the cale of morbid poifon, ulceration feems the
attempt to feparate the difeafcd from the found
part. In this, as in all the other cafes, the parts
.re flimulated beyond a ftate of health, and a de-
gree of inflammation takes place, partly depending

on.the nature of the flimulus and partly on the pe-
i | culiarity




MORBID FOISONS, 83

culiarity of the conftitution. In fome cafes of ex-
ternal violence, we find the part fo peculiarly af-
feQled, that without any deftruélion of veflels, to
prevent a free communication, gangrenc takes
place, and the part is afterwards feparated. In
fome inftances the bare inflammation is fo con-
fiderable that this confequence follows, though the
firft injury was not in itfelf fufficient to prodace
fuch an efe@t. The fame happens in morbid poi-
(ons. Mr. Hunter has remarked, that the variolous
puftule* is always attended with a Slough, which
mult be from the peculiarity of .the ftimulus.
The fame happens from the yaws without inflam-
mation in proportion to the effc&t produced. OfF
this kind too were the cafest defcribed by Turner,
hy Mr. French, and in the Edinburgh Medical
Effays, and alfo of the Weft Indian whofe gum
ulcerated and floughed from a traniplanted tooth.
In thefe cafes as foon as flough commenced the
firft ulceration cealed, and when the flough caft off
cicatrization immediately followed. Under fuch
circumftances it is not ealy to determine whether
the ceflation of the ,:iil"t:al"e arifes from the confti-
tution being no longer fufceptible of the irritation
of the poifon, or from the flough extending be-

yond the contaminated part. Certain it is, bow-

* Philolophical Tranfaftions, vol. 7e.

+ See pages 66 and 835,
CYEE,
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ever, that where the flough is fmaller the ctire de-
pends on the fufceptibility of the conftitution to
the poifon.  In the fmall pox though the flough
is inconfiderable, the cure follows, becaufe the
conflitution 'is no longer fulceptible of the va-
riolous irritation. - The fame happens in yaws.
But if the conftitution remains fufceptible of the
virus, and the flough be at the fame time inconfi-
derable, we may expett that during its feparation
the found part will be irritated: by the difeafed pus,
and that the fame confequences will follow as from'
its firft application.  Hence, as Cellus obferves,
we fhall find blacknefs or flough {pread without
our beingaware of it, and alternate {floughing and
ulceration will- follow each other. This difeafed
attign 1 fhall-take the liberty of calling, till nofo-
logifts invent a better term, the Sloughing Phage-
dena, or Nigrities Serpens of Cellus.

Ix fome other morbid poilons which ufually
produce only vefication or ulceration, a peculia-
rity of conftitution will induce flough.  This
fometimes, though rarely, occurs in a few early
puftules of chicken pox; it more frequently takes
place in the firft appearance of chancre. In
the latter the flough is generally {mall, and when
caft off infefts the bafe from which it is feparated.
But the law of the poifon being to induce ulcera-
tion, the difeafe afterwards {preads by that procefs,

' the
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the firlt floughing only arifing from a peculiarity
in the conftitution, which was more than ufually
irritated by the new ftimulus.

A morEe common and fimple effeét of morbid
poilon is, to produce ulceration, in order to fepa-
rate the difeafed from the found part. But if the
pus fecreted in the attempt partakes of the fame
property that firft occafioned the uleeration, the
caufe ftill continuing, the effect will continue alfo,
as long as the conftitution remains fufceptible of
the difeale, or till the nature of the pus is altered. |
If this laft is within the power of the conflitution,
fhe will continue the attempt ; and the only doubt
will be, whether, before the nature of the pusis
altered, fo much miflchief will be done as the con-
ftitution muft fink under. It is not, however,
always neceflary that the ulceration {hould be con-
tinued by the prefence of a poifon, or by the
fecreted pus pantaking of the property that firlt
occafioned the difeafe. We fhall hereafier find
that, like other difeafes, it may, when continued
for a certain time, be kept up by habit.* In this

* Sek the firlt paper of the tranfaétions of a fociety for
El'hc improvement of medical and chirurgical knowledge.
This paper is written by Dr. Fordyce, and contains many
ingenious illuftrations of conflitutional difeafes, kept up by
habit, after'the caufe that produced them has cealed,

cale.
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cale we may expett to fee ulceration extending in.

one dire€tion and a healing procefs in another.
But this will be beft illultrated when we come to
confider mercury as a remedy.

As long, however, as the conftitution retains its
fufceptibility, and the pus the property of the poi-
fon, the irritating caufe will be conftantly prefent,
and ulceration or abforption, with purulent dil-
charge, will continue without interruption, and with
fuch rapidity often as to prevent the formation of
the adheflive lamina, or to ablorb it as faft as it is
formed. Hence we have the true Phagedenic
Ulcer.

Bur if the poifon is fuch that the powers of the
conftitution are unable to refift, or if no healthy
altion of the vellels can alter the nature of the
pus, the attempt at healing being given up, we
may expett a hard thickened edge and bafe to be
formed fimilar to what we obferved of thofe ulcers,
the healing procefs of which is fufpended from be-
ing frequently intercupted.t But if the conftitution
is not only unequal to the cure of fuch an ulcer,
but remains for ever fulceptible of the irritation
of its pus, we may expeét a hardened edge and bafe
from the firlt caufe and a continuance of ulceration

* Scc pages go and gt.

from
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ﬂ-r:-m the fecond ; hem;e the, edge will be ab-
forbed, and 2 new one formed. Of this kind are
the cancer and the venereal. The flow progrefs
of the former is fuch that the callous edge 1s long
in forming, and when formed increales in an irre-
gular manner, from ulceration and callofity pro-
ceeding at the fame time in different parts of the
¢ancer, . Hence the ulcer by degrees affumes a
rough, irregular appearance. In the venereal the
progrefs is quicker, the callous edge and bale are
formed with more regularity ; for the fame reafon
they are as qumLi}r ulcerated, and new ones formed.
But though the progrefls of ulceration is quicker,
and confequently more regular than in the cancer,
it is much retarded by the thickened edge and ba-
fis which diftinguifh it from the phagedznic ulcer.

Ir this diftin&ion of the local ations induced
by morbid poifons be admitted, it will refolve it-
felf into the following divifion ;

Sroven, with confequent fungus and [cab,
as 1n yaws.

g, —— ., 'with fuppuration and fcab, as in
fmall-pox.

3. ———, preceded by ulcer, and when
[eparated followed by immedi-
| ate
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ate fkinning, as in feveral ano~
I - malous poifons.

with ulceration, and each i fuc=
ceflion, as in the Sloughing Pha-
gedzna.

5. ULcErATION, kept up by the irritation of
the fecreted pus, as in com-
mon Phagedxna,

6. , with a thickened edge and
bale, as in the venereal.

SomEe of the varicties have already been no-

e ticed, and others will occur in their order, when
we come to confider the mode of cure.

CHAP?
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OF THE MODE OF CURE, ORIGINAL
AND REMEDIAL, AND OF THE DIF-
FERENCE BETWEEN, PRIMARY AND
SECONDARY LOCAL ACTIONS.

.\' ‘ F. have hitherto confidered the action
induced by the ftimulus of morbid poifons
only as it contributes to keep up the difeafe ; and
traced, I truft, fatisfallorily, the analogy between
thefe and other flimuli. We are now to detect
the procels by which the parts are reftored, either
by the original powers of the conllitution, or when
aflited by a remedy.

Axp here we fhall find a fet of laws, which, if
not peculiar to thefe fubftances, are at leaft not to
be traced with the fame uniformity in any other.
I need not repeat that what has hitherto been de-
(cribed as the procels of digeftion in common
{ores, whether it be the feparation of a dead part,
ot the recommencement of aétion on an old ulcer
with callous edges, is only preparatory to granu-
lation, by which the loft fubftance is refltored.
It is well known, that when the granulating procefs
is completed, inftead of the whole being covered
with a new {kin, the furface of the wound is con-

H a tracted 3
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trafted ; fo that, the furrounding fkin is gradually
{tretched over part of it, by which means we have
ufually a cicatrix, inconfiderable, when compared
with the original ulcer. . Thele proceffes, with the
variations from them, and the caufes of thofe va-
riations,. are very minutely deleribed by Mr.
Hunter, to whom I muft refer all thofe who wifh
for information in this moft important branch of
Phyfiology. My bufinefs is only to trace the
deviation from thefe laws, when the difeafe arifes
from the ftimulus of a morbid poifon. Even 1
thele there at firlt fight appears a variety ; but a
clofer obfervation will convince us, that thefe
varieties are reducecable to laws, with an uni-
formity that is truly ftriking.

Wuexn alofs of fubftance is induced by the
ftimulus of a morbid poifon, whether from {lough
or ulceration, as foon as the difeafed attion ceales,
inftead of granulations riling, to fill up the cavity,
we find it firlt kinned over, and, if the loft fub-
fance is reftored, it is by a fublequent procels
under the fkin. In cales of common ulcer or
ablcels, we have found nature, as it were, {paring

of {kin,* while in the prefent fhe {eems prodigal
of

* T ufe this word for want of another, to exprefs the com-
mon covering, though it is probable the cuticle omly 1s re-

newed. The term prodigal is fairly applicable to this pro-
cels,




MORBID POISONS. 101

ofit. No fooner does the flimulus of the poifon
ceale, than every cavity is inftantly lined, like what
is obferved of the puftules about the face in 'the
fmall-pox. Such is the cafe in chancres, where the
ulceration has acquired any depth, and we have
traced it in all the anomalous morbid poifons.
Turner tells us, that the flump of a penis was all
that remained after the cure of the flough,‘the hil-
tory of which he relates, The loft {ubftance was
never renewed in the cafe related by Mr. French.*
In the floughing phagedana defcribed above, no
part of the prepuce was ever reftored by grane-
lation ; butin all thefe cafes the whole {kinned
over, without that previous procefs,

It is probable that this fkinning, which feems
to confit of nothing more than the cutcle, 1s
derived from the furrounding fibres or veflels of
that membrane, which T have before obferved does
not appear fufceptible of the influence of morbid
poifons; and if fo, it is certainly a molt important

cels. In the fmall-pox it is rcnewed 1n {fuch profufion, as
to fcale and even fometimes peel off more than once before

the {urface recovers its original {moothnels,

* Fox this picce of information I am indebted to Mr,
Simpfon, of New North-ltreet, fucceflor to Mr. French, and
his alfiltant at the time the cale occurred,

5 L provifion
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provifion of pature in the cure of ulcers or abfcel-
fes, arifing from the ftimulus of thofe fubftances.
This will appear the more obvioufly when we re-
fleft, that as often as the granulating procefs is
attempted on thefe furfaces, it is invariably unfuc-
cefsful. As we fhall hereafter have occafion to
enlarge on this fubjeét, I fhall at prefent only re-
mark, that in the primary venereal ulcer or chan-
cre, if nothing interrupts the healing procefs after
the aétion from the virus has ceafed, and the {ur-
face is become clean and florid, the whole is fkin-
ned over with a rapidity greatly exceeding that of
a common fore of equal magnitude.  Such is the
procels on the glans. In the prepuce the fides of
the ulcer contraét together fo quickly and firmly
as often to impede the future denudation of the
glans. But if this procels is interrupted, by a
{loughine(s remaining about the fore, or by the ap-
plication of fuch dreflings as prevent the cuticle
from extending over the glans, or contraéting in
the prepuce, an attempt at granulating wil com-
mence, but the granulations will be always fome
way fo ill-cenditioned as to render cicatrization
extremely tedious. - |

It may be urged thatin the genitals, this pecu-
larity arifes from the ftrutture of the parts. But
in the cafe recorded in the Edinburgh Medical El-
{d}'i for which an amputation of the penis was

performed,
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performed, probably above where the influence of
the poifon bad extended, granulations rofe fo ra-
pidly that the furgeon treated them as fungus till
the pain his elcarotic applications produced oblig-
ed him to defift.  After which, the glans was
in a certain degree ‘¢ regenerated.”* Nor is the
fuét itfelf confined to the genitals. The women
whofe cafes are defcribed with accuracy as fuffer-
ing by phagedanic ulcers from morbid poifons
applied to the papille experienced the fame fate,
In moft of thofe related by Mr. Hunter the whole
or part of the nipple was loft. I have obferved
the fame of the woman in St. Bartholomew’s ; a
confiderable part of whofe brealt was healed with-
out granulation, and the fame may be remarked in
fome of the tooth cales.

Srrikinc as this uniformity may appear In
all primary affections from morbid poifons, wherg
lofs of fubftance is induced, 1t 1s not lels remark-
able than the regularity with “which granulation
takes place inall theirfecondary or conltitutional ul-
cers. Thisis always the cafe in the venereal. It
was the cafe in the floughing phaged@na; in the
cafe rclated by Mr. French, and may be ealily
traced in all the morbid poifons of whole feconda-

% The hiftory of a cafe contained in Appendix, No. I. will
further illufltrate this.

I 4 Iy
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ry fymptoms we have any correét hiftory.  As this
difference muft convince us that the poifon under-
soes an alteration in the circulation, it might bave
led us to doubt whether the pus fecreted in the
fecondary ulcers was infe€tious like that of the
- primary ones. Mr. Hunter has reduced thisto ex-
periment in the venereal, and {hown that the poi-
fon in the courfe of the circulation lofes its 1n-
feftious property. Leaving this to reft on the au-
thority of thofe'who witneffed the faét, * as no-
thing of the kind has been attempted in the anoma-
lous poifons, 1 can only remark thofe differences
between their primary and fecondary {ymptoms
which might lead us to form a fimilar conclu-
fion. '

Tur moltobvious is the d:ﬂ'uent appearance
and progrels of the i}«mpmms Where the law of
the peifon is to induce flough on the partto which
it is firlt applied, we find nothing but ulceration
follow the fecondaly or conflitutional {fymptoms
from abforption, and where the primary {ymptoms
have been phagedzna, the fecondary have ulually
been blotches flowly ulcerating if at all. The
{mall-pox is an exception to this rule, producing
flough not only in the part inoculated butin every
El:unil'qm'm puftule, and here we find the primary
L i LU

* Sce Appendix, No. 11,
and

1
4
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and conftitutional ulcers or abfcefles equally infe&ti-
'.nus. In the chancre we remarked that notwith-
flanding the callousedge and bafis the ulcerating
Pmcefs is ftill continued by the pus retaining its
virulent or irritating quality. If, therefore, the pus
of the fecondary ulcers be no longer infeétious, we
might expeét ulceration would be proportionably
flower, and fuch we a&ually find it. So flow in-
deed, thatinftead of an open ulcer, we have for a
very confiderable time only a difcoloration of the
flkin under the cuticle, and when that at laft breaks,
fo little is the lofs of fubftance and fo fparingly is
the pus fecreted that the whole ufually hardens into
a kind of fcab, and this often continues for a length
of time that would be fufficient for the deftruttion
of the glans penis by a chancre. If it be admitted
too, that after the venereal has been cured in the
{kin it never rcturns to that part from the fame
ftock of infeétion, this is at leaft a preflumptive ar-
gument that matter from thefe puftules is not in-
. feGtious: becaufe, as it is well known that the
conititution remains for ever fufceptible of the ve-
nereal poifon, the abforption of this pus might
fometimes reproduce the difcafe. And this is fur-
ther illufirated by what we fee atually take place
in fome other poifons, whole fecondary ulcers,
from fpreading with greater rapidity, may be fup-
poled to fecrete infectious pus. In fome of thefe
we [ee.the difeale a [econd time in the {kin,

though




106 " @BSERVATIONS ON

though under a different appearance, that is, with
blotches that continue longer without ulceration,
and beal more readily, either {pontaneoully or by
the exhibition of a remedy, tHan the {econdary
uleers did. - Mr. Hunter mentions two inftances of
this kind.* The {loughing Phaged®na (of page
70) was of this kind, and a brief recapitulation
of the hiftory of that cale may ferve to illuftrate all
the various appearances and progrels of many of
thefe poifons.

Tuz difeafe feems to have been inoculated firft,
by continuing an habitual conneétion after the {kin of
the prepuce was broken.  The confequence was an
ulcer, always exalperated by mercury, and which
when left to itfelf {pread by a fucceffion of floughs.
It {topt {pontaneoufly when it had extended over
all the part fimilarly {tructured and organized with
that on which it began, viz. the prepuce. This
1s aﬁalagnus to what has been often oblerved of the
glans penis and papillae.—It healed without gra-
nulations.

Tie fecondary {ymptoms were blotches, which
very foon became ulcers, purely phagedenic, or
fpreading entirely as fuch, In this they differed
from the firft, no lefs than in their yielding very

* Treatife on the Venereal, pages g8q and 393.
early
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early to mercury, and healing by - granulation.
When this remedy was refumed, on account of
{ome of the ulcers throwing up fpongy granulations,
all the remaining fymptoms foon dilappeared ; but
it was thought neceffary, to pufh the mercury
further, in order to eradicate the latent virus. The
(alivation was raifed fo high, that the patient fpat
near three pints in twenty-four hours, and the {mell
from him was o intolerably offenfive to himfelf and
all about him that it was neceffary to change the
room feveral times a-day. All the other fymptoms
of mercurial irritation were in proportion.

Bur foon after he had recovered from this fevere
difcipline, blotches appeared on his face, which had
hitherto efcaped the difeafe. They remained ftati-
onary much longer than the former ones, and gave
way very early to mercury without ever ulcerating.

Here were three ftages of the difeafe. The
firft, on the part infe€ted, which refifted the ufe of
mercury, and might be faid to heal fpontaneoulfly,
and without granulation. .

Tur fecond were blotches, foon becoming
phagedanic ulcers, which, though not prevented
by a full courfe of mercury unfuccefsfully given
to cure the firlt; yielded after their appearance,
very early to that remedy, and healed by granu-
lation,

"1'HE




108 OBSERVATIONS ON

“T'ne third,—blotches, which, though not pre-
vﬂn;ed;b}'-a ftill more violent courfe, yet after they
once appeared, readily gave way to a’ fhort exhi-
bition of mercury.® '

‘Fromwhich it follows, Firft,that a difeafe arifing
from a morbid poifon, may, in three flages, fhow
itlelf in three different forms. '

::SEEGHDL?, That a remt:d;—.r ulelefls in the
firlt form, may cure the fecond, and alfo the third.

Tuirpry, That as far as falts will direét us to
determine, no quantity of the remedy which eafily
cures the difeale in thefe two forms will prevent
its appearing in them.

BuT except in the venereal, whichwe fhall here-
after confider by.itfelf, we have not a fufficient
number of faéls to ground any other reafoning up-
on, than, that all primary ulcers from morbid
poifons, heal without granulation, and where the
fecondary ulcers are different in their appcarance,
they heal by granulation. Let us now trace the

# Tuar this account may be as little incumbered as pol-
fible, I omit the bones, the progrels of wlhich carnot be
cy. The moft remarkable cir-
is, that the firft [welling yiclds
That a complete exhibition of it

traced with the {ame accura
cumilance attending them
ed to very little mercury.
" did riot prevent a return of the fwelling, and laltly, when
seturhed, it wasloon relicved by the fame remedy.

progrefls
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progrefs of thofe poifons, whofe ulcers or puftules
are fimilar in both ftages.

Or this kind is the fmall-pox, and probably
the vaws, if that difeafe fhould ever be ino-
culated. ~ Till this is the cafe, we muft confine
our remarks to the {mall-pox. The puftules of
this difeafe are equally infetlious, whether pri-
mar_\;r or fecondary. They are all of ‘them dil=
tinguithed by a flough, and no way differ from
each other, but by a higher degree of inflammation,
which though conftantly obfervable in the primary
puftules, is not entircly confined to them. On this
fingle circumftance of the degree of inflamma-
tion depends the confequent pitting. It is well
known, that all inflammations, whether they ter-
minate in fuppuration or flough, run through thefe
ftages as well as granulate and cicatnze, with a
rapidity in proportion to the violence of the firft
fymptoms. With the fame regularity in this difeafe,
if the inflammation is confiderable, all the ftages
of floughing, feparation of the flough and {kinning
are quickly run through. Hence the law that dif-
tinguifhes morbid poifons 1s preferved, the part
is {kinned over without previous granulation, and
the concavity or pitting remains. But where the
inflammation is (lighte , *he flough not being caft
off fo early, the healing procefs, which in this
inftance would be (kinning, cannot commence.

The
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The confequence is, that the puftule approaches near-
er to a common ulcer;and from the prefence of the
{lough, as an extrancous fubftance, a fungus rifes up,
which with the remaining pus, flough and caticle,
hardens into a fcab. If this refts long enough, the
influence of the poifon will fo entirely ceafe, be-
fore the healing procefs is completed, that the loft
fubftance' will be renewed, as after any other abl-
cefs. Hence it is, that in the cafual fmall-pox, we
have ufually pits only in the face, or where the in«
flammation is molt confiderable  In the inocu-
lated, we have invariably a cicatrix in the arm, and
if the inflammation is confiderable in that part,
rarely any pits in the face, and never, excepting
in puftules, which fhow high inflammation. It is
not a little curious to trace the gradations of thefe
appearances. Where the difeafe has been conflu-
ent we obferve feams, Where it has been diftiné&t
and the inflammation rapid, we fee the corruga-
tion of the pits exa€tly refembling the fhrivelling
which the flough afflumes, as it begins to be fepa-
rated round its circumference. If the feparation
on the fide has preceded that at the centre long
enough to. produce a beginning fungus from the
prefence of the {lough, as an extraneous body, and
at this period, the centre fthould be fuddenly de-
tached, cither by force or the rapid progrefs of all
the changes, the confequence is, that the whole

is fkinned over, and the lateral fungus is either
abforbed,
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abforbed, while healthy granulations fupply its
place ; or is rendered firm by granulations filling
up its cellular interftices.  All this 1s performed
under the fcab, and when completed, we find a
fmall fmooth pit on the fpot where a large puftule
maturated. This is the fpecies of puftules, remark-
ed by Sydenham of the regular fmall-pox, which ap-
peared for fix months of a period he traces with his
ufual exafinefs. ¢ The puflules of theface are fuc-
¢ ceeded,” fayshe, “ by a fcurf or branny {cales,
¢ and thofe fometimes by pits or pock marks; for
s when the puftules fall off, the fkin looks fmoothz
¢ but thefe {cales coming on and falling off alter-
¢ nately do at length make thofe pits that frequent-
< ly continue vifible long after the recovery of the
¢ patient in this difeafe, though the diftinét {mall-
« pox very rarely leaves any marks behind it.”*
This phznomenon, {o accurately traced by Syden-
ham, arifes from the bottom of the foveolus being
{kinned over, while its furface 1s crude, and while
the fungus of the fides is covered only by the thin
{kin mentioned in page g2.t The confequence of
this interruption.to fkinning the fides {eems a per-
petual attempt at accomplifhing it, which produces
the fucceflion of branny {cales, probably caticu-
tar procefles, that could not pafs unnoticed by
one who fuffered nothing to efcape him. Io very
commonly occurs after inoculation, where the erup-

* Swan’s Sydenham, page gB.
t Sce allo note in pages 100 and 101.
fion
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tion has been confiderable, fo that I have frequent-»
Jy been able to diltinguifh by the pits, elpecially
if numerous, the manner in which an individual
had the fmall-pox.

. O the ﬁngle circumftance of the hlghﬂt dc-—
gree of inflammation, attcndmg parts hirft zrmated
by the novelty of the ftimulus, feem to depend all
the advantages of inoculation. We have alrea-
dy feen in the chicken-pox and venereal, the
early fymptoms will fometimes be flough, though
contrary to the law of the poifon. But no
fooner have the conflitution or parts recovered

from the firlt fhock, than the true charaEler,

of the poifon difcovers itfelf. The charaéler of
the fmall-pox is flough, with circumferibed puf-
tules, or as Mr. Hunter would call it, ad-
hefive inflammation.  But fometimes {o violent is
the inflammation, cnnfequcm on the firlt ﬂll}Ck
~ efpecially in irritable habits, that it degenerates in-
to the eryfipelatous, and fpreads like it.  The dil-
eafe, however, foon recovers its ::haraElér, the fub-
fequent puftules are properly circumfcribed, and
thofe in the face, which at firlt fhowed a dil-
pofition to [pread, rcmain flationary. But the
milchief is not over, innumerable floughs are to be
{eparated, which cannot be done without frefh in-
flammation, and though the difpofition to fpread

has fubfided, the parts have not recovered that per-
fettly
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fe@ly healthy attion that diftinouifhes the true ad-
hefive inflammation.  Hence it is obferved in:
confluent cafes, the puftules of the face do not
rife with the convex figure which marks that com-
plete circumf{cription, fo diflinguifhable in other
parts of the body. On the number and condition
of thofc on the face depends the violence of the
fecondary fever.®* This fymptomatic fever runs
proportionably high, therefore, according to the
number and condition of the early puftules.

Hexce it appears, that if we could introduce
the poifon in fuch a manner, that the ficlt allion it
produces fhall be confined to a finaller {pot, we
{hould have little to apprehend from the fublequent

¥ Sce Sydenham on the fmall-pox. The re: der will per-
ceive, that the refpe@ I bear to fuch names as Sydesham
and Hunter have induced me to ufe the word fecondary in
this chapter in two different fenles. Every one knows
that Sydenham ules it to exprels the fever at the turn of the
{mall-pox.—FHunter, to diftinguifh the lacal ulcer or puftule
on the part to which a morbid poifon is firft applied; which
hecalls primary. from thofe which are the cfcét of ablorption,
which he calls [econdary or conftitutional ulcers, Asin the
natural fmall-pox (the only one Sydenham was acquainted
with) we can have no dillinétion of primary and fecondary,
but only early and lublequent puftules, and in the inocu-
lated we have ufually no fccondary fever, there cun be no
danger of confounding the terms ; and perhaps this apology
was unnccellary.

1 timulus.
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| ftimulus.  And fuch is atually the cafe. For
though the inoculated part frequently fhows every
fymptom of confluence, yet being finall compared
with the face on which the cafual firlt fixes itfelfy ~
the fubfequent or fecondary fever is hardly obferv-
able. If this reafoning bz admitted, it will not
only thow why the difeale is fo generally milder,
but account for the occafional deviations from thas
rule ; efpecially as Baron Dimfdale and others have
- remarked, that in proportion as the inflammation
in the arm is confiderable, the fubfequent fymp-
toms are generally milder.

LN
g

Tr1s realoning may be extended to the foetus,
"The fuperior danger attending puftules in the face,
as remarked by Sydenham, and as comes within
every one’s obfervation, can only arile from the
: higher inflammation attending them as early puf~
i ~ gules; and this danger in inoculation is ieflened by
‘ the number of early, or, as they may here be called,

e

_ primary puftules being leflencd. Whatever the
zeafon of the difeafe in the calual way appearing firlt
in the face is, I pretend not to determine; butit
{s probably fome peculiarity which capnot exift n
the feetal ftate.  Accordingly we ﬁnd in all the
eccounts we have of children born with the {imall~
| pox on them, that the maturation has been equally
I forward in every part of the body. Mr. Hunter
1 obferves of the one he examined, that the pultules,
though

i, £T S
- e e T T &

|
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though numefous, were more generally diftinét in
the face than any other part: Dr. Pearfon tells
me the ftate of maturation appeared fimilar in
every part of the faetus he examined. Such was
the ftate of feetus in the Small-pox Hofpital.. By
which it appears, that, all the puitules being coe<
val, the fhock of primary or early ones is extended
over the whole body : and this circumftance may
with propricty be added to thofe remarked by Dr.
Pearfon * as accounting for the general fatality at-
tending the difeale at that age. This is confirmed
by Mn Lynn’s valuable cafe.t The child lived five
days, during whicli time it was free from all thole
inconveniences deferibed by Dr. Pearfon as attend-
ant on the feetal ftate.  Notwithftanding which the
fecondary fever proved fatal. Though the puftules
were all diftin@, they were probably attended with
higher inflammation from the caufe above afligned ;
and though difperfed over the whole body, from
being ali of them early pultules, they were likely
to produce fimilar confequences as if the fame
number had fixed on the face.

Traer: appears a remarkable fimilarity between
finall-pox and the yaws; which, excepting the
{pecific nature of the refpedtive poilons, feem (o
differ only in the flow progrels of the latter. The
conftitution is fulceptible of each only once dur-

* In a paper read before the Royal Society. T ] bad.

| ing
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ing life.  Each begins with a pimple. The law
of cach isto induce flough, and each has its period
and decline, the powers of the conltitution being
in each equal to their cure. The fmall-pox, from
the inflammation being confiderable, differs from
yaws in throwing out lymph, which from the ab-
forption or evaporation of the thinner particles,
thickens into a fluid refembling pus.* But when*
the inflammation is very confiderable, the pim-
ples are often unattended with any fluid, exhibit-
ing a horny appearance, and going off with a {cab
likke the yaws, without fhowing any figns of fup-
puration or leaving-any pits. Inthe yaws the in-
flammation is {carcely perceivable, and the procefs
proportionably flow, the cuticle is, therefore, fepa-
rated as foon as the' progrefs of the difeafe has ar-
rived at the ftage of floughing. . After this the
fungus lhoots, and by degrees hardens into a fcab,

‘under which the {eparation of the fordes or flough

and confeguent granulation take place.

WueNEvER a part which was the feat of a poi=
fon throws up this fungus, the attempt of eparating

* Tuus is fuciher affifled by the pusfecreted in the fepa-
ration of the flough, and to this mixtwe is probably to be
attributed the well-known circumftance, that pus taken late
from a pultule is lefs irritating or certain to fucceed in ino-
culation than when in a cruder ftate. To this alfo may we

not alcribe {ome anomalous appearance which fometimes
follow inoculation for the fmall-pux ¢

the




MORBID POISONS. 117

¢he difeafed from the found part by ulceration has
cealed, and the parts are prevented from {kinning
by a flough alting as an extraneous body, or by
the fore flill retaining a morbid difpofition. The
yaws is {o evident an inftance of the firflt, that
when all the fores are fungated, the difeafe is under-
ftood to have completed its progrefs. The fame,
by clofe attention, may be obferved of the fmall-
pox, and we have traced it in the fecondary
ulcers of a floughing phagedena. What the ftate
of fivvens is when the fungus fhoots we have yet
to learn—that of cancer will be confidered in its
order.

In the {mall-pox then, and probably all other
morbid poilons, whofe primary and fecondary lo-
cal aftions are fimilar, and the law of which is to
induce flough ; the progrefs of both ftages is

First, {loughing and ulceration, in order to
{cparate the {lough.
|

Seconpry, {kinning over the part that has [uf-
tained the lofs of fubftance, or if thisis prevented
by fome of the {lough remaining or any other im-
pediment,

TuirpLy, to generate a fungus which is for
the moft parta prelude to healthy granulations.
I g Hitnerto
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Hrruernto we have only confidered the laws
by which the parts injured are healed or reltored,
our next bufinefs is to trace the operation of
remedies, where the original powers of the confti-
tution are unequal to the cure, or where the pro-
grefs of the difealc may be fhortened. ~ Letus at-
tend to the aftions induced by

MERCUR Y.

In warm climates or in the warm air of a hofs

pital we fee the effefts of this mineral moft obvi-

oufly. If exhibited to a conftitution while there
is a crude wound we find it afting as a poiion,

that is, producing ulceration beyond what 1s ne-

ceffary for diflodging the dead edges of a cut. If

“difcontinued as foon as this effeétis perceived, as

the ulceration cannot, like thofe from' morbid poi-
fons, produce a pus Irritating like the f{ubitance

‘which firlt occafioned it ; the ulceration will ceale,
" and the healing procefs commence.  If mercury

1s perfevered in, the conftitution will be proporti-
onally long before it recovers from its irritation,
and there will not only be danger of the ulceration
continuing fromthe prefent’irfita'timﬁ, but of its be-
ing kept up by habit after the mercurial irritation

is over,

In
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fx this inftance we have fuppofed mercury ex-
hibited before any healing aftion has taken place
on the wound, that is, where no fuppuration has
commenced, nor of courfe any adhefive inflam-
fnation to prevent the effufion of pus. The ope-
ration of the poifon then being unreftrained will be
equally fudden and certain, but temporary if ma.
naged with addre(s. We may therefore in fome
inftances expe&, where a morbid poifon keeps up
phagedzna by the pus producing a fimilar irritati-
on to the one which firlt caufed the ulcer, that by
inducing the mercurial irritation we may fuperfede
the former by a phagedena which will not be
permanent. In this cale the only difficulty will be
to determine when we have fuperl'eded the firft, be-
caufe by continuing the latter too long we run the
danger of producing a fecond and often more
dangerous difeafe, inafmuch as we have no longer
the benefit of our remedy. But even this danger
may for the moft part by accurate attention be pre-
vented. For certain it is, and for reafons which
will prefently appear, that in moft inftances before
the phagednic aétion from mercury is extended to
the found part we find the fulpenfion of the atlion
of the firflt poifon produces a healing dilpofition.
This is more obvious in the venereal, whofe cal-
lous edge and bafis we fee difappear as the mer-
cury ‘produces its new action, and often cicatriza-

tion or rather fkinning inftantly follow.
14 WHEN
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Wren fungufes arife where a morbid poifon
has;produced a lofs of fubftance by ulceration, as
in fivvens, or by {lough, as in yaws, we'may alcer-
tain that the poifon no longer excites its fpecific
adtion, but that the {urface remains dileafed. ''In
this cale mercury feems of all others the moft ob-

.vious remedy. - By its properiy of inducing pha-

gedena we may expeét the furface of the former
ulcer, which is now the bafis of the fungus, to be
ablorbed, after which there will be nothing to
prevent the healing procels: commencing.  This
being the only obje&, we need not excite that ir-
ritation which is neceffary in the venereal, where
the influence of a poifon induces ulceration, cal-
lofity, and probably difeafe, beyond the furface of
the ulcer. Inftead, therefore, of mercury in fub-
ftance which produces a flower but more lafting
effedt, fome of the mercunal falts winch act more
{uddenly and lefs Eermaq;ntl}r,ma}: beft an{wer our
purpofe. In this way it may be fafer to treat all
phagedaxnic ulcers without a callous edge and ba-
{is, whether arifing f from the immediate aclion nf
a morbid poifon, or from hab:t after the influence
pf the poifon has ceafed. It may happen indeed,
that the poifon may be of fuch a nature as that the
conftitution fhall be more {ufceptible of its influ-
ence than of the mercurial. If lo, the atlion of the
hrlt may not only remain, but be much lncrt:aﬁ:d
fmm the known property of mercury to induce ab-

for ptmn
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forption. But where the contrary is the cafe; a
cure may be always expected from mercury induc-
ing a new attion, which, however, {hould be done
with caution, where a difpofition to phagedana
exifts. It will, therefore, be better to difconti-
nue the remedy as foon as we perceive the firlt
{fymptoms of mercurial irritation, and after a time
to return to it if neceflary.  In this manner we may
expeét by degrees to fuperfede the aftion of a pol-
fon, the influence of which; «from the rapidity
with which ulceration -fpfl:ads, is not likely to ex-
tend much beyond the edges of the ulcer, or if
the difeale is only kept up by habit, we may by of-
ten exciting a new  ftimulus, without extending it
too far, frequently interrupt and gradually deftroy
the habit.

Even if the poifon be fuch as the conftitution
is. more fufceptible of than of the mercurial, the no-
velty of the latter may excite at firlt an action con-
trary to that which has been produced by a {tinu-
Jus, to which the part has long been familiarized.
But here, as in the former cafe, we fhould be
careful not to pufh our remedy too far, becaule as
foon as the ftimulus of mercury ceafes to be new,
we fhall lofe all the advantages of it. We fhould,
therefore, be attentive to ftop as foon as we are
convinced by any change in the uleer, that the
mercury has begun to excite a frefh atlion, and

nog




fot return to the remedy till we conceive it likely
again to flimulate from the fame caufe. It isfrom
the neceffity of treating fome morbid poilons in
this manner that I fufpe& fome praétitioners have
been induced to fuppofe the venereal fhould be cu-
red ina fimilar way, which in cafes of inveterate
chancre is known to be unequal to the intended
end.

123 ' 'OBSERVATIONS ON THE
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Ix this manner of accounting for the cure of the
ulcers of morbid poifons, one difficulty will occur
“to every reader. If the cure is in confequence of
phagedena induced by mercury, why does it ever
happen that a venereal ulcer fhall fkin before the
| fnercurial irritation has ceafed? T anfwer, 1f a
(Bl - chancre is at all inveterate, particularly if feated
| on the prepuce, it rarely does heal till the confti-
tution begins to recover from the mercurial irri-
tation. ~ In more recent chancres, efpecially when
on the glans, we find the cure complete while the
mercurial irritation rémains.  But it is obvious
8 that the ation of mercury will be more powerful on
| a part previoufly ulcerated than on the healthy ori-
: ginal formed part, As, therefore, in the cure of ul-
cers from morbid poifons, fkinning inftantly takes
place without the previous procefs of granulation,
we may expeét that, in recent cafesona part fo
fangniferous, and where the a8ions are foquick, the
fyritation of mercury may have extended as far as
the
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¢he ulcer before it hasarrived at fuch a height as
to affeét the found fubftance ; and cicatrization, Or
{kinning having taken place, we have no proof that
the ation of mercury is fufficient to produce a
pew ulcer.  That this is really the cafe appears the
more probable, becaufe in chancres of a long-
er date, whera the difeale may be fuppofed to
have extended its local influence much beyond
the immediate furface of the ulcer, we do not find
this difpofition to early {kinning. The parts con-
tignous being infetted keep the ulcer open till the
mercurial phagedena reaches them, by which the
whole conflitution is fo faturated with mercury that.
though the ulcer looks clean, being free from its
callous edge and bafis, yet it remains flationary,
or even fpreads till the eonflitution begins to reco-
ver from the mercurial irritation,

Py attending to all thefe fatls we may learn,

First, Why mercury will be often ferviceable
in ulcers that do not arife from morbid poifons.

SgconpLy, Why lefs will cure an ulcer arifing
from a morbid poifon, without a callous edge and
bafis, than where thefe are prefent.

Tuirory, Why itisfrequently unfuccefsful in
ulcers from morbid poifons attended with flough,
ANn
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Anxbp laftly, Why a later "application of mer-
cury will cure an ulcer from ‘a morbid poifon,
which at firlt refifted that remedy..

I the property of mercury in curing local dif-
cafes, arifing from morbid poifons, depends on
the actions it prodaces on the extreme veflels,

‘where there is a divifion of the folid part of the

furface, it ought to prove efficacious inlocal dif-
cafes, or ulcers arifing from other caufes: and fo

we aftually find it. But we muft not expeét the-

relief to be {o uniform ; becaufe where an ulcer
does not heal nor arife from a poifon, we may ful-

pect fome conftitutional peculiarity, which cannot

be {o readily fubdued, and which there wil_l be rea-
fon to apprehend ‘'may recur after the irritation
from mercury has ceafed.  In cafes of morbid
poifons, we have lefs to apprehend from this
caufe; efpecially, as the parts in general, as foon as
ulceration has ceafed, heal rapidly and without
the procefls of graﬁulatian. ' ‘

Ix this reafoning be admitted, we fhall fee allo
why for the moft part lefs mercury will often cure
an ulcer, arifing from a morbid poeifon, which has no
callous edge, and alfo why no quantity of mercury
-will ever cure a cancer. In the former we have
every realon to believe, that the powers of the

conllitution are equal to the cure of the ulcer. All,
therefore,
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therefore, thatis required of mercury is to inter-
rupt the a&ion excited by the poifon. But where
a callous edge is prefent, we mult apprehend that
the cure is not within the power of the conftitu-
tion.* It 1s, therefore, not enough to excite a
new aftion, butevery part engaged in or difpoled
to the former aétion muft be deftroyed. Add to
this, that where ulceration proceeds with fuch ra-
pidity, ‘as in common phageda®na, it is probable
that every part is ulcerated as foon as affetted by
the poifon, fo that if the mercurial irritation can
{uperfede it at all, we may expett it todo o as
{oon as its aflion begins. But in'cancer, the in-
terruption to the ulcerating procefs is {tll greater
than in the inveterate venereal, the callofity being
more extenfive, * From theirregularity of this cal-:
lofity too we may expeét the phaged®na produced
by mercury will fpreadinan irregular manner, as it
will meet with thelealtnterruption where the callus
is thinneft, or where ulceration is previoufly going
on. The only ftate of cancer, in which we can
expett mercury to be efficacious, is after an opera-
tion; when we find unhealthy granulations rife,
“which fhow that fome parts contaminated have not
been removed.  In this cafe the mercurial phage-

* Tuuis is certainly not a necellarv cnnfcquencu. becaufe
2 - =7

7 . . =y . - wmy 1} el el - -
as was before oblerved, a callous edge may be formed fiom
the conftitution not being at the time dilpofed to heal. Buc
in cancer and the venereal the falt is eftablifhed,
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dzna might be ferviceable, if we couldalcertain that

the cancerous would yield to it: but when we con-

fider the flow progrefs of cancers it is impofible to
determine how far the difpofition to the local difeafe -
has extended beyond where we can trace the difeafe
itfelf.  And if we could, it would not be fafe to ex-
tend the mercurial phagedzna much beyond the
{urface s left we fhould produce an habitual ul=
cefation.  As, therefore, nothing would be gain-
ed in a difeafe over which the conftitution has no
power of itfelf, while any part difeafed or difpofed
to be fo remains, it would certainly be fafer to re-
move the whole by the knife than attempt it by a
mercurial ulcération. It is allo well known, that
all Rimulating remedies greatly encreafe the pain,
and. forward the progrels of cancer. There isy
therefore, reafon to fear, that notwithftanding the
ufually flow progrefs of the difeafe, fuch a remedy
might greatly forward and exafperate all the fymp-
toms.—But this fubje€t will be confidercd more at.

large hereafter.

W & may alfo, by thus tracing the progrefs of
mercury, perceive why it never fucceeds if admi-
niftered early for the cure of thofe morbid potfons,
whofe law is to produce (lough after ulceration.
In all thefe cafes the difpolition to flough extends fo
much beyond the ulcer, that the mercurial phage-

dena cannot, without great danger reach the
full
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full extent of the dileafe.  Yet in fome inftances
of this kind, mercury feems for a time to alter the
charafter of the poifon. In the cafe related by
Mr. French,* mercury produced its genuine pha-
gedena on the ulcer, which continued as long as
the ftimulus of that mineral remained, When this
ceafed, the poifon recovered its true charatter; a
large floughing took place and was fucceeded by
fkinning. The fame happened with the {loughing
phagedena (of page 70). While'the mercurial
irritation remained, it produced its true phagedae~
na, though fomewhat more rapid than ufual.
When the conftitution recovered from that ir-
ritation, the charatter of the poifon thowed itfelf,
and alternate floughing and feparation followed.
In fuch cafes we can expeét no advantage from
mercury, unlefs where the difeale is kept up by ha-
bit. When arrived at this ftage, a very {light ex-
hibition of mercury may be fufficient to induce a
new attion, which may be followed by a perma-
nent cure. And this is the more probable, as the
cure of the difeale does not appecar beyond the
power of the conftitution.

Axotuer remark deduceable from this is, that,
as the charafier of thefe poifons is fo much chang-
ed in the courle of the circulation, that their fe-

* Hunter’s Eflay, page 385.

condary
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“ condary ulcers are unattended with {lou gh, we are
not to be difcouraged from attempting the cure of
the latter by mercury, though it has failed in the
primary. 67

- Twene fill remain two other obfervations high-
ly deferving ourattention. *

FirsT, that lefs mercury wﬂl cure, the femn-
dary than the primary affe&mns induced by mor-
bid poifons. ol

SEC‘DNDL'&, that men:ur}r w:ll not prevent the
fecnndary attions of thole morbld pmfuns, wluch
it will cure when they do appf:ar. ?

Tue firlt pmpoﬁnun has been proved in every

inftatice of morbid poifon, to which I have referred

the reader, where the difeafe has thown 1t{c.f' in a

fecondary form ; and even where 1t has appeared a

third time on the fkin, it has been more readily

" cured than in its fccondary ftage. DBut the two

following cafes, 1n which mercury was not exhi-

N ~ bited till after the appearance of fecondary {ymp-
toms, {how the fatl ftill more clearly.

il . 1In the tooth.cale related by Sir William Wat-
fon,* the attentive reader will be ftruck with the

!- # Nedical Tranfaétions, vol. 3. page 325-
i-i I 2itt - differ-

f
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difference between the primary and f{econdary
or conftitutional ulcers. The firlt, as T before
obferved, feem, by their fetor, to have been of
the nature of the {loughing phagedzna, and ap-
peared about a mionth after inferting the tooth ;
the fecond, or blotches, more than a month later,
and became ulcerated painful fores, iticreal—
¢ ing daily.,” But what is molft to our pre=
fent purpofe is, how mach more readily the fe-
condary ulcers yiclded to mercury than . the pri-
mary ones. During the exhibition of one or two
pills a-day, containing two grains of calomel in each,
and before fourteen of them were taken, which pto-
duced no other apparent mercurial irritation, than
upon the bowels, * the ulceration of the mouth
« and cheek did not fpread, was lefs painful, and
« of a milder appearance ; while fuch of the
¢ blotches as had ulcerated, healed apace.””* If
we {uppofe that the poifon had produced its fall ef-
fect at the primary ulceration, and that the dil-
cafed aflion was only kept up by habit ; this cafe
will be very fimilar to the inftance I have related
of {loughing phagedena. Whether {ubfequent
blotches more indolent than the {econdary ones
would have appear.d as a third torm of the difcale,

* By this difference of cxpreflion too, there is reafon to
believe, that the fecondary were Slling up by granulation,
while in the primary the ulceration only ceafed przvious to
{kinn:ng. '

K cannot
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“cannot be afcertained, on aceount uf the prema-
ture death of the patient.

Tue tooth cale, related by Dr. Lettlom, in the
Memoirs of the Medical Society,* was evidently
the {loughing phagedena. The primary fymp-
toms are fo aceurately delcribed, as to need no
comment. They commenced about fix weeks
after inferting the tooth. Dr. Lettfom faw them
fourteen days after, when ¢ the ulceration had
% an irregular, jagged, loofe appearance, with liv-
“ id [phacelated interftices.”” = Forthe fucceeding
week, the ulceration continues nearly ftationary,
and no mention is made of [phacelus. The two fol-
lowing days the ulcerations have not increafed, but
- rather diminifhed. FDUr&a}:-s after, the ulceration
is more extended, jagged, and {phacelated. In
four days more, the cc:-mp]amts are not augmented,
but if any alteration is perceptible, it is on the
favorable ide.. Two days before this, a mercu-
rial fri€tion was begun ; whether the laft alteration
arofle from this caule eannot be afcertained. If
_it is thought too early for that remedy to have ta-
ken effeét without any apparent mercurial irritation,
it is an additional recurrence of alternate {loughing
and ulceration which marks this poifon. If this
laft change is to be imputed to the mercurial fric-
tion, it is unncecflary to add, that 1t was earlies

* Vol 1, page ggo.

than-
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than is ever experienced in chancres of that date
and extent. Inthe courfe of ten days more, all
the fymptoms had nearly fubfided, and two days
afier, the remedy is laid afide: the ulcerations
being perfeétly healed, and every other {fymptom
of indifpofition vanifhed, and this, as far as the
account tnforms us, without ptyalifm; or any other
mercirial irritation having been excited  The fe-
‘condary fymptoms pccurred between a fortnight
and three wecks after the primary ones. They
were blotches which never ulceratedy and dilap-
peared fome days before the primary {ymptoms.

Iy.thefe two cafes mercury was not exhibited
till the appearance of the fecondary f{ymptoms.
I have, therefore, referved them asa more firik-
ing proof, that fecondary fymptoms yield ear.
lier to mercury than primary ones, ‘which may
fairly be accounted for by thic dilcale conftanty
recurring in a milder form. ;

Tug fecond propofition ; that mercury will not
prevent thofe fecondary {ymptoms “which it will
cure, is fo entirely Mr. Hunter’s difcovery, that
I fhall referve the proofs of it till we come tore-
view his theory of the venereal. At prefent I can
only direél the reader’s recolleftion to thofe cales
in which the faét has occurred.®

* Sce page 108. Allo the cales referred to in the note

of page 1c6.
K 2 i [
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I't appears then, that mercury is a remedy we
are jultifiable in trying inall cafes of ulceration,
that refilt common topical applications and refto-
rative. remedies, .particularly if unattended with
{lough. '

- Twuat where ulceration is unattended with a

callous edge and bafe, mercury fhould be exhibit-
ed with greater caution, and the mercurial falts
for the moft part preferred.

TuaT the fecondary ulcers of fome morbid poi-
fons yield to lefs mercury than their primary ones.

Tuat in fome inftances, where mercury has
been freely exhibited before the appearance of fe-
condary ulcers, it has not prevented them. Yet
in thefe [ame cales, when fecondary ulcers have
appeared, they have yielded to a much {flighter
mercurial irritation than was ineffettually raifed to
prevent them, '

Tuat blotches or ulcers, which appear after the
cure of fecondary ulcers, feem in the manner in
which they yield to mercury, to bear the fame ana-
logy to fecondary ulcers, asf{econdary ones do to
primary. '

AxD
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A p laftly, that if a priesary ulcer, whether of
the {loughing or true phagedzna, fhould at firft re-
fule to yield to mercury, we may be jufltifiable in
attempting it a {econd time with great caution, ei-
ther when we conceive the difeale kept up by habit,
or fo far familiarized to the conftitution, that the
novelty of the mercurial ftimulus may be fufficient
to excite a new attion, however temporary,

- Havixc thus far treated of mercury asare-
medy, let us now attend to the difeales it produces.
We have already feen, that on a crude cut it will
induce phaged®na. This is often the more evident
in cafes of bubo, particularly when opened by art.
Here the edges being crude, or not contaminated
with the venereal poifon, mercury will frequently
produce fo fudden a difpofition to phagedana, that
an experienced prattitioner will direét the exhibi-
tion of it to ceale as foon as the lips look par-
ticularly clean and florid. If this is not done,
phagedana {oon {preads throughout the whole ul-
cer, if the venereal aftion has been fuperfeded.*
But if the bubo was not originally venereal, which
is much oftener the cale than we apprehend, the

* When it was more the cuftom to open buboes by the
knife, this effe€ was better known: fome of the older [ur-
gcons ufed to advife, that the mercurial frition fhould not
be begun till the lips of the wound had commenced f{uppu-
ration,

K 3 confe-
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confequences will be much more ferious and lafting.
We fhall have a mercurial ulcer feated deep n
the cellular memhbrane, which, on account of the

rapidity with which it [preads, not being provided

with the adhefive lamina of commen ablecefles or
uléers, nor with the callous edge of the venercal,
-n_;@*i_l] extend in all dire&tions. If the furgeon, from
obferving the ill condition of the wound, fhould
think it neceffary to puth the mercury with pro-

portional aétivity, in. order {o eradicate the vene-

real poifon, or to conquer ils peculiar acrimony,
both he and the patient will, in the end, find caule
of repentance. ' }f obferving the fpreading of the
wound in fpite of his diligence, he fhould be wil-
ling to intermit the mercury, and return to it
when the conftitution fhall be more fufceptible of
its frritation : he will, perhaps, find iome advan-

tage by this refpite, provided' the former exhibi-

tion has not been continued {o' long as to render
the difeafe habitual. = Bat if on the appearance
of amendment and better health, it" fhould be
thought neceflary to return to mercury, in order
for ever to extirpate the virus, the difeafe will be
again exalperated in proportion as the mineral is
exhibited.  When the remedy is again laid alide,
the wound will in different parts affume different

appearances  In fom= we fhall have the thick
Jips conlequent on frequent interruptions of the

granulating proccls, in others, a clean edge from
the

LETE i e -
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the continuance of phagedna. In the lower fur-
face the fame difference will be obfervable, and
different finufes forming from the deep feat of the
original ulceration, fome parts will be undermined
in fuch a manner, as to fphacelate from being de-
prived of connetting veflels. 'When this dead part
calts off, a clean furface will be expoled, and
the (urgeon who 1s unaccuftomed to fuch appear-
ances, will fancy the ulcer going totake on a heal-
ing dilpofition.

Ix the courfe of all this the patient, particularly
if of the inferior clafs, grows impatient, and applics
to another praftitioner. If to one who judges by
the eye, and conceives it unneceflary to trace the
long hiftory of a difeafe fo obviows, or who has
made up his mind that every venereal patient is a
liar, and that it is in vain to attend to their ftories,
the remedy is again brought forward. At firft all
the advantages that were expetted feem at hand.
Phagedwena attacks the thick indolent Jips, which
appearing clean, florid and ulcerating, give the
furgeon the idea of digeftion and beginning granu-
lations, The patient, however, beng more ac-
cuftomed to this appearance, and being at the
fame time [enfible of molt intolerable pain, ven-
tures to fuggeft a doubt, but thisit is not thought
neceflary to attend to; and the whole procefls of
falivation being gone through, the difeale is fome-

K 4 thing
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thing worle than before. This fubjeft might be
purfued much farther if it were neceffary ; but it
1s more to our purpofe to find a remedy.

Truere is only one fituation of fuch an ulcer

in which mercury can be ferviceable. When the

lips are pretty univerfally thick, very little appear-
ance of phaged®na can be traced, and the conftitu-
tion has well recovered from the mercurial courfe :
the local application of mercurial-eintment, and
the'ufe of the mercurial falts inwardly may induce
fome attion on the furface, and even correét a
difcafe only kept up by habit. It is needlefs to
fay this muft be done with great. caution ; but it
may always be attempted, and will often be fervice-
able.  The moment ulceration commences, this
treatment {hould be laid afide, and nothing thought

of but common topical dreflings, with fuch reme-

dies as will reftore the conftitution. If mercury
has been lately exhibited, or if the {malleft quan-
tity 1s found ct}nﬂaml} to exalperate therdifeale,
we fhml]d firft endeavour to leffen the extreme ir-
r]Iabﬂ]I}F nf the parts IW cicuta; and if this, as is
often the cale, fhould in a little time ceafe to pro-
duce the beneficial effeéts that followed its firlt
exhibition, we Ihc:uld try the efficacy of different
mincrals—molt of I;hf:m have a powerful effett on
the extreme vefiels,  That of antimony is too well
known to render any remarks neceffary. Lead

. is
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1s found ﬂ'.l"\"il:‘l‘dj‘ti' iy internal hemorrhage, and
iron is knownito arodiice an hzemorrhagic  dilpo-
Gtion.  Arlepicrgiven inernally,‘in [uch dofes as
the ftomach will bear, pmdm:e:: ulceration in the
found fkin,  Where phagedena exteénds falt and
regularly, lome advantage may be expec ed from
lead; fome of the preparations of which may be
given internally ‘with the greateft fafety ; or where
the whole furface has an indolent appearance, the
ule of fieel is not only likely to produce a falutary
attion on the ulcer, but very much to aflit an
exhaufted conftitution. I have in two inftances
of this kind found confiderable benefit from

flores martiales. Arfenic has bitherto difappointed

moft praétitioners: I cannot myfelf fay I have
{een any advantage from its ufe in external dif-
cafes, ~ The fourth volume of the Medical Obfer-
vations and Enquiries contains a cafe of this kind,
cured by the carrot poultice and malt infufion.—

Wauspe thefe remedies fail, we muft attend
principally to the conftitutional difpofition of the
patient. ~ If this is peculiarly irritable, we {hould
return to cicuta as often as the ulcer partakes of
that difpofition. ~ Cicuta, though an uncertain, 1s
an important medicine, and fhould never be over-
looked in cafes that refilt common remedies, efpe-
cially if attended with high irritation. It s need-
lefs to dwell on the well-known advantages of
fea-bathing, particularly in {crofulous conftitutions.

WEe
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W have hitherto only confidered the more
obvious effe@ts of mercury; but its influence is 1
extended over every part of the body. What
particular aétion it excites in the bones, it 1s im-
f poffible for us to-afcertain, where the parts are not i
expofed to our view. But we find where a bone
| or periofteum is thickened by a morbid poifon,
| that under the ufe of mercury it ufually firlt {ofi~
| ens, and then recovers its form. When an open

ulcer exifts, we fee much the fame effelts as on
‘ the foft parts, allowing *for the difference of L
firufture. If the conftitution is under the influ-
! ence of a morbid poifon, which has its erifis and ¢
i termination, mercury feems, in fome inflances, to '
' render the bones peculiarly fufceptible of the ir-
ritation of ‘the poifon. Moft of the accounts I
have been able to colle@ of yaws fhow that if its
progrels is interrupted by a too carly exhibition
of. mercury, the difeale may be for a time diverted

| _from the {kin, but that there is great danger of the
|~ bones at the fame time taking on a morbid dilpo-

T

Gtion. What effet it has on the a&tioninduced by
other poifons in the bones, has not beer hitherto
| . afcertained, excepting in the vencreal.

—

Hituerto we have confidered only the local 3
aftions induced by mercury. But its effects on
the conftitution are not lefs deferving our attenti-

| | on. The fever it produces may be truly called
| | fpeci-

o s,
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fpecific, from its uniformity and total difference
from all others. Hence we find it often f{uper-
feding difeafes kept up by habit, having arifen
from caufes which are no longer prefent. Dr,
Donald Manro * mentions a cale of intermittent
fever, which refifted all remedies, till after a mer-
curial falivation, it was readily cured by bark. - It
is not uncommon to find obftinate habitual head-
aches give way to a much flighter exhibition of the
fame remedy : and many weak confltitutions, or
fuch as have long laboured under chronic com-
plaints, have found, after a fevere mercurial irri-
¢ation, all thofe advantages, which often follow the
energy excited during convalelcence from acute
dileafes. Thefe remarks are certainly foreign to
our prefent purpofe. 1 have, however, introduc-
ed ther becaufe of the error fome few prattition-
ers have filleninto, of confidering many difeales
venereal, merely from their giving way to mer-
cury. ;

Sicn is the operation of mercury on the con-
ftitution asa remedy. The conftitutional difeafes
it produces are not lels remarkable. Beflides its
well-known determination to the falival glans, which
s neither conftant nor always neceffary, we find
it producing head-ache, debility, and a total inca-

* Medical Tranfaétions, vol. 2, page 325.
pacity




140 OBSERVATIONS, &c.

pacity for application of any kind. For the moft
part, thefe gradually {ubfide afier the caufe is
difcontinued ; but in fome conftitutions, they end
in gutta {érena, epilépfly, mania fatuity, and a train
of other nervous {ymptoms. Hence it feems to
follow, that while it remains a doubt, whether
mercury will prevent the ‘{fecondary {fymptoms of
a morbid poifon, and as far as our knowledge ex-
tends, thofe fecondary fymptoms, when they ap-
pear, gave way to a comparativély {light exhibi-
tion of the remedy, it may be fafer, till the laws of
fuch poiflons are better underftood, to reft when we
have relieved the primary {ymptoms; and watch-
ing attentively the accefs of any fecondary ones,
attack them as early as they can be fairly alcer-
tained. But this will be beft illufirated when we

. attend to the laws of a poifon, which, from the fre-

quency with which it appears, are better deter-
mined.

CHAP.
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PARTICULARS NOT ,REDUCEABLE 'UN=
DER THE FORMER HEADS, WITH CON-
JECTURES ON THE ORIGIN OF SOME
OF THE MORBID POISONS.

IN the preceding chapters, my objeét has been
to dete&t the mode in which, from the {timulus of
a morbid poifon, a lofs of fubftance takes place,
and the part is alterwards reftored. It was my
ntention to haveipurl_uf:d this f{ubjeét farther, by
tracing the precife charatter of thole poilons, which
producing no deltruétion on the furface beyond
the cuticle, do not come within any of the for-
mer delcriptions. But though 1 have prepared
pretty large materials for this purpofe, as they are
not neceflarily connected with the reafoning in any
other part of the work, I am unwilling to {well the
volume more than is neceflary till its fate fhall ena-
ble me to judge of the encouragement I may expeét.
Another reafon for withholding thefe remarks for
the prelent, is a want of opportunity to reduce two
important faéls to the ‘teft of experirent. The
frll is; the flough in the early puftules of chicken-

pox ;
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pox; the fecond, whether the lolt [ubftance in-
duced by flough, in the putrid fore throat, 1s ever
reftored by granulation. The firlk I have takent
on the authority of Mr. Hunter.* But befides
my, wilh to reduce as much as poflible to the telt

of my own experiment 3 on a re-examination of
the paffage, Mr., Hunter appears to me rather

fearful of denying the faét than ready to aflert it.
Whether the pitting arifes from flough or ulcera-

tion, does not at all affet the reafoning I have

founded on it; becaufe either of them is equally
contrary to the law of the poifon; t and confined
to the early eruntions. We can, therefore, only
impute it to the conftitution or part being unufu-
ally affected by the novelty of the flimulus. But

in tracing the exa@t hiltory of a difeafe, fo as to

difcriminate it from others, nothing muft be left
to doubt, and an opportunity has not occurred, of

" defefling the puftules or veficles, fince I have in-

ftituted thefe enquiries.

Dr. Fothergill, who may jufily be ftiled the
Sydenham of the putrid fore throat, {peaks of the
ulcers confequenton the floughs, as fillingup on
the decline of the other fymptoms. My oblerya-

* Philefophical Tranfaflions, vel. 1xx.
+ Sce a paper by Dr, Heberden, Medical Tranfaétions,

vol 1, pegc 43%
tion
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tion would lead me to defcribe them differently.
But confeious of the accuracy of all his other re-
marks, and of the danger, left my opinion fhould
be warped by a theory of my own, I wifh to {ufpend
this decifion till the re-appearance of thedifeafe fhall
fubje@ it to more impartial obfervers. I could
indeed make fome remarks on other paflages of the
doftor’s work, which might feem to favour my
opinion, but this would engage me in an enquiry
I profels at prefent to avoid. This, thercfore,
with fome obfervations on the varieties of fcarlatina,
and its true diferimination from the former difeale,
as well as the meafles, and its varieties, 1 fhall re-
ferve to corre&t or eonfirm by a clofer examina-
tion: and conclude the prefent chapter with a few
particulars, which though perhaps fomewhat too
fpeculative, I crave the reader’s indulgence for,
after the laborious inveltigations in which we have
both been engaged.

It may be afked, if there is this variety of poi-
fons to be traced in the account of different dil-
eafes in the genitals, and above all, if for the moft
part they yield to mercury, either in their primary
or fecondary ftages, how fhould the world have
been fo alarmed at the appearance of the venercal,
which at molt could be only an addition to thole
calamities it had always witneffed? I could an-
fwer, that the venercal, as far as we can alcertain,

s




144 CONJECTURES ON THE ORIGIN OF

“is the only poifon that producesa difeale formidd-
“ble, by the probable extent of its fpreading, and
by the fituation of all the infeéted. In the other
"th'l.'-?e, viz. the ulcer terminating in flough, the
‘floughing and the common | phogedana, the fymp-
toms are too acute toadmit coition, and as foon

as they begin to fubfide, the parts heal rapidly.

In the venereal, the aélions are all flow, from the

caufes before enumerated, {o that coition in either
“fex may for a time be continued after ulceration
“has commenced. It may alfo, as will hereafter

be fthown, produce only gonorrheea; the difcharge
from which is infettious.

SgconpLy, the conflitution has no power over
“the “difeafed aélion this poifon occafions, nor in-
deed has any remedy but mercury, the ufe of which
was unknown in Europe when the venereal firlt
‘appeared.

L AstLy, we have not yet afcertained, that ci-
ther of the other poilons produces that uniformity
which can be traced like the venereal from the 1n-
feflor to the infefled.  Though chancres are pre-
cifely fimilar in women and men, we have no ac-
counts tranfmitted of floughing ulcersin the vagina,
fo that if they occurat all, 1t 15 at molt’ but
‘rarcly. ' ‘

- . .1 Tk \ Tris
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Tu1s laft circumftance naturally leads us to en-
quire into the origin of a poifon which; cannot be
traced in more than one fex. It is extremely to
be regretted, that more attention has not beetf¥paid
10 the fituation of the penis when thefe difeales have
been contrafted. In the cafe I have fo frequently
referred to, coition was continued while the fkin
of the prepuce was broken. 1n a cale which
Mr. Wadd very kindly fhowed me, knowing the
enquiry in which I wasengaged, two very confi-
derable floughs had followed ulcers on the glans
penis, after which, the parts began to fkin With-
out the ufe of any other remedy but cicuta.
On enquiring of the patient the hiftory of the cale,
I found, that at the time there was the f{trongelt
reafon to fufpeét he contraéled the difeale, he had
an open fore on the glans, from an application by
which fome warts were deftroyed. If this could
always be afcertained, it might not be difficult to
account for {loughs, or ulcers, by what we fee re-
peatedly happen from the application of animal
matter to the broken fkin of a living animal.
‘Thefe accidents are fo common in diffe€ting rooms,
that it is unneceflary to dwell upon them, But it
is a great miftake to fuppofe, that it is neceflary
the {ubjeét fhould be putrid, in order to produce
fuch confequences. Mr. Abernethy aflures me,
he never diffeéts the moft recent fubjeét without
baving an ulcer in whatever part of his handsthe
' L {kin
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{kin is broken, and frequently without his being
confcious of any: previous divifion of the cuticle.
The fate:of ‘Mr. Jones, his late diffe@tor, is welk
krowh. Dr. Latham relates the cafe of a fervant
‘who on cafing ‘a putrid hare brought part of it in
contaft with anag-nail ; the confequenee wasa local
ulcer, with fivelling in the axilla, fucceeded by an
-efflorefeence in the fkin with fever, which in an
intemperate habit proved fatal. If we examine
carcfully the accounts: of all the tooth-cafes, we
fhall find moft of them attended with fever during
their whole flage.  Sir William - Watfon and Dr.
Lettforr mention it particularly in the eafes they
gelates and My, Hunter in: moft of thofe, the
* whole progrefs of which fell. under his infpettion.
Mr. French particularizes the circumitance of fe-
ver inhis cafe-of the {loughing of the glans before
xeferred to. I have remarked it alfoin the cafe of
floughibg phagedzna. The fame may be traced
in the cafe relatediin the Edinburgh Medical Effays;
and Turner defcribes. his patient as delirious with
fever, andsa miliary eruption. -

Tris laft circumftance may lead the reader to
fufpett that the cafe was merely that of fever, at-
tended with a peculiar determination to the geni-
tals. -But it happens that the law of morbid poi-
fons'was {o {crupuloufly, if I may-fo fay, adhered
to, asto fcave the matter beyond queftion. Seve-
; ' «, ral
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< ral weeks after,”” continues: Turner, ¢ when

¢ ] was again defired to vifit him, I obferved the
¢ ftump of an ill-favoured penis without glans or
« greputium on one fide healed; on the other
< raw, with the flefh callous, or rather chancrous,
< a fungus arifing thereon, which though endea-
< yours had been ufed to keep under by ftrewing
¢ on the precipitate, yet did it fill increale, even
% before the flough could be digefied off *** In few-

er words; where the flough caft off readily the

part [kinned over, and where that procefs was intet-
rupted by the remaining flough, a fungus rofe,
as we have traced in every cafe of morbid poifon.
At the fame time there was a bubo in the groin
with fcabby puftules on the fcalp and other parts of
the hody*t. Itis not a little remarkable that Tur-
‘ner fhould propofe curing the penis by local appli-
cations' before he falivated for the other fymptoms.
The plan, however, fucceeded. The firft local
difeale yielded to topical applications, and the
fecondary ones to mercurial falivation. ~ All thefe
circumftances, particularly thole -of the primary
difeale, amount to a conviftion that the cafz,

* Syphilis, page 248.

+ Tuaxrr imputes the fecond infection to fome previous
M-cured clap. = But as feveral weeks had intcrvened be-
tween the “flough @nd thefe fecondary fymptoms, there can
be b realon. for fuch a {ulgcion,

T though
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though the effeét of a morbid poifon applied to the
penis, was not venereal,

It may be urged, that the difeafe in the genitals
and teeth have feldom proved fatal, compared to
thofe in diflefling rooms. = Were this really the
cafle, avariety of caufes might be fuggefted for fuch

a difference ; but till we have more fafls, and thofe '

better afcertained, 1 fhall content myfelf with call-
ing the attention of the profeflion to thele import-
ant fubjefls, and feel particularly grateful for any
communications that may lead to alcertaining the
laws of thefe poifons. That neither the cafes on the
genitals or teeth are exattly fimilar, to thole which
have been received by contatt with putrid animal
matter is certain. . Thofe of Mr, Abernethy are
very fimilar to the little ulcers we {ometimes find
on the glans, and particularly about the corona,
which fpread rapidly and fuperficially, and for the .
moft part heal fo readily, that we know not how to
impute their cure to the mercury exhibited. = Such
is probably the ulcer exedens of Cellus. When
the cuftom of putting the thumb over the orifice
after bleeding was more general, this kind of ul-
ceration or feftering, as it was called, was much
more common. : I well recolle&t one in St. Bartho-
lomew’s which fpread lo confiderably that we {tu-
dents readily made up our minds the patient, had
been bled with a lancet ftained with venereal pus.

Mr.




SOME MORBID POISONS, . 149

Mr. Crane probably had his doubts, as he dire€ted
the calomel pill. In three days the ulceration
{topt, and in another the whole was healed. This
~ confirmed our fufpicions, and removed Mr. Crane’s
doubts, who, to the furprize of his young audi-
tors, determined the cafe not to be venereal.

IT is moft probable when more ferious difeafes
have arifen from coition with a broken fkin, that
the fecretions of the vagina or uterus have either
not been perfeéily healthy, or by ftagnating ‘too
long have fome way been altered in their proper-
ties. ' But my bufinels has hitherto been rather to
point out the differences between well-known poi-
fons and others, which, though palpably diftin&,
have been confounded with them. This appears
to me the firlt ftep towards knowledge, and if I
have done any thing towards {fo important an ob-
je&, T fhall feel happy in having purfued a path
almoft untrodden till Mr. Hunter diretted us
Lo 1t.

Bu T the reader muft indulge me with one fpe-
culation. We have found in every morbid poifon,
arifing from whatever caufe, or communicated in
whatever manner, one law invariable, that as foon
as ulceration ceafes, inftead of granulations, as
after lofs of fubftance in all other cafes, we have
jmmediate {kinning or fungus, To whatarc we

L 3 to
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._'t{_: attribute this peculiarity? = The more clofely we

infpeét the operations of nature, the more we are
fatishied of defign in all. - The objcét of fome feems

folely to preferve that order which was originally

inftituted.  The mule ostprmg, perfett in all other
parts but thofe of generation, is the moft ﬂnkmw

,mﬂancr: r:-ft‘ms

It is well known that two expofed furfaces of

*the fame ahimal, if brought in contaé, will unite

either by an union of minute ‘veffels, by mutually
attaching themfelvesto the coagulum of the' blood,
or by granulation. ' ‘Were this ‘to take place with
aslittle diffictilty between different animals, as: it

‘does between' different 'parts of ‘the fame animal,

very ferious inconveniencies, phyﬁeal as well as
moral, might be introduced into the world,  To

*‘prove the firlt, we need only velleét how very ra-

pidly this inofculationof veffels,or union by coagu-
lable lymph, fometimes takes place. = Even where
thefe fail, it is not improbable but with ammalswhu
are torpid during the winter, an union by granu-
lation might fomet:me;s be the Eonfﬂquencﬂ :::fh:mg
m:ummued contatt.

Turss are fome of the' inconveniencies  that
may arife from thofe original laws, by which the
race of animals is preferved. But w hen we con-
fider the ingenuity of man, his fondnels for no-

velty, the uﬁmte dncrﬁty of his wants and ca-
: prices,
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prices, it is impoffible to alcertain what attempts at
diftorting mature might not have been introduced.
Mot of the animals, fupported forbis pride, con-
venience orf{ecurity, can bear witnels of this, Hi-
therto, in his own race, it has extended no farther
than the rich and crafty taking advantage of the
“poor and fimple, by inducing the latter to undergo
a painful operation, and to disfigure themfelwves, in
order to add to the ornament or: convenience of
the former. Had the plan fucceeded, it is not
eafy to fay, what might have been the next at-
tempt ; and though, in what we calla ftate of clvi-
lization, men may be induced to barter their teeth,
and perhaps other parts, for money, yet if there
fhould be a condition of fociety in which this me-
dium is unknown, or if the fironger {hould be cn-
viousof any part belonging to the. weak and un-
protefied, another fource of difcord might have
arifen, befides thofe which bave hitherto diftraéted
mankind. It would not be difficult to fuggelt a
variety of probabilities on this fubje&t. Buc I fhall
“ content myfelf with the fa&s before us, and leave
the reader to determine how far he can impute to
any other caufe the extraordinary umformity of
thele laws, and their exclufivenefs to morbid poi-
fons: whether the fame are to be traced in the lo-
cal difeale, arifing from original animal poifons, it
has not been in my power to determine ; but there
is nothing in the accounts delivered us by authors -
L ¢ to
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to'lead us to fuppofe it.. ‘Certainit is, that thelofs

of fubftance is in all thefe cafes much lefs, com=-

pared to the conftitutional mifchief - produced.
Nor is it lefs ‘remarkable, that:where the fecon-
dary’ {ymptoms arifing from morbid poifons have

been different from the primary ones, how great

foeverthe lofs of fubftance may be, it is reftored
by granulation. '

In whatever way, then, the component fubftance
of one animal is applied toanother, where the cu-
ticle is divided, we find danger of its producing ul-
ceration or flough, either of which effe€tually pre-
vents union ; where the conta& ‘is continued, the
parts might be familiarized to the ftimulus, and an
union’ might take place by granulations. But this
can only happen where the life of both'is preferved,
and whenever fuch' is the cafe, the rapidity with
which fkinning follows the ceflation of ulceration,
muft prevent the poffibility of union. Evenwhere
we have traced fungus, followed by granulation, we
have alwaysfound it preceded by flough, and in moft

cafies foon covered by a fcab, which continuing till

the cuticle is formed underneath, would be fuffi-
cient to prevent the poffibility of union. It muft,
however, be admitted, that this provifion of ma-
ture, if it really is'fuch, cannot be traced with
abfolute certainty beyond ulceration, floughing
and immediate fkinning. T fungus takes place,
and each part preferves its life, as faras our know-

ledge

¥ Mg _-_q::-_‘.,_r.! _._": 3
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ledge- hitherto ' extends, union ‘may . happen from
confequent granulation,  But then, we muft admi,
contaét for a length of time greater than is ever
likely “to take place, and thatin neither {ubjeft
{kinning or {cab preceded granulauon. But it
muft be admitted, that tranfplanted teeth have ap-
peared to retain their life, by whicht feems to fol-
low, that under every circumitance sthis contatt
does not prove poifonous.  In the cafe related by
Dr. Lettfom too, it appears that the ftimulus of
the poifon may after a time  be fuperfeded by a
remedy. But before 1 enter farther into this fub-
jeét, I could wifh the fat of the tooth retaining its
life to be well eftablithed.  Itis well known that
{fome of them more than two, and even three years
after they were {uppoled to have retained life and
acquired ftability, have gradually loofened, and
without any previous uncafinefs or apparent carics,
dropt out. As thisis different from what we meet
with in the original teeth, it is impoffible not to
doubt whether their veflels have ever inofculated
with thofe of the enclofing gum or focket.

i istrue that the tooth inferted into the cox-
comb, and the tefticle into the abdomen of a hen,
were f:::-u_nd after death to have veflels communi-
cating with the furrounding parts. Butit has been
found that the cemb is fcarcely fufceptible of the

1Tt 3=
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arritation of original poifons,® and though we have
traced thefe laws on.the furface, - it does not necel-
farily follow. that the fame are obferved in internal
cavities. It is not; however, neceflary for me 1o
reconcile every objeétion ; it is enough that the un-
certainty and danger attending the _e::pé_rimem of
upiting parts of different animals is fuch as ta pre-

wvent 1ts evVer I:;ncur_ning gene_ral :

- I was curious to know how Tahacmms the ce-

lebratcd nole-maker of Hudlbmﬁlp memory, had
fucceeded in his attempts. But though the fa::eu-
.ous poet has given him the credit of cutting nui'fzg

from one fubjed, and inferting them in another, he

- himfelf difclaims. it, for many reafons, and among
. the reft, the uncertainty of an, agreement between

the conftitutional charalers of the two partms.i‘ I

_pretend not to determine what, credlt is to be given

to this writer, but certain it is, there is nothing in
;my of the operations he fpcaks of at all inconlifi-

.ent. with lhE well-known laws of thp ammal oeco-

* The Abbé Fontana found that the Pni{bn of the viper
produced, for the moft part, no efieft on the coxcomb when
applied toit, but fw elling and 111ﬂ.1mm:mnn in ‘the gills,
Fontana on Poifons, wol. 1. This ‘fhows a degree of infenfi-
bility in the comb to the xrntﬂu-::n of poifons, and we have
no inftance of morbid pmfcns producing difeafe w ithout affefi-
dng the part to which they are applicds

+ De Curtegum Chirurgia,
: 5 pomy.
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nomy. A conteémporary writer® alfo fpeaks of the
'praEIice, without attempting to refute it: and if we
may believe the accounts of impartial’ travellers,
{orething of the kind is at this time frequently
praftifed in the Ealt Indies. T ' ¥

Tivs farwe have only traced the poifonous ef-
feéts of matter applied from one animal to another
of the fame clafs, and when under the influence of
o fpecific difeafe.  Where a difealed aftion ex-
ifts, ifit be not fuch as arifes from an original con-
formation, it is not to be wondered if fimilar con-
fequences follow. ~ But it feems very difficult to
conceive how difeafes, which at prefent never ap-
pear to originate with the fufferers, fhould have firft
{prung up. Mr. Hunter, as faras theobfeurity of
his Janguage will enable us to judge, feems to con-
~ jc&uré:, that the venereal might owe its origin to
fome unnatural connettion. Certain it is, that dil-
eafes in one clafs of an'ir_nz."]s, when communicated
to another, feem to alter many of their properties.
It has not yet been exattly afcertained, what is the
peculiar fituation of the dog, or other rabid ani-
mal, when his bite produces hydrophobia. Cer-
tain it is, that the fame fymptoms have not uniform-
31: appeared as thofe which have followed his bate,

* Alexander Benedittus,
t Sce Gentleman’s Magazine for November, 1794.

The
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The cow-poxis a difeale well known to the dairy far-
mers in Gloucefterfhire, The only appearance in
the animal is a phagedeenic ulcer on the teat, with-
out any apparent inflammation. "When commu-
nicated to the human, it produces, befides ulce-
ration in the hand, a conliderable tumour of the
arm, with {ymptomatic fever, both which gradual-
ly fubfide. Whatis flill more extraordinary, as
far as fats have hitherto been afcertained, the per-
fon who has been infe€ted is rendered infenfible to
the variolous poifon.

s 'I“T_H.EIHER any._.(}[: the morbid. poifons, which
at prefent fo much diminifh the period of human

~ life, arofe from fuch caules, it is impoflible to al-

certain. It would be ealy to fuggeft many ar-
ﬂuments that m:ght fax our fuch an opinion, de-
rived from the countries from which fome of thefe
peilons are i}ud to have originated. But as no-
thing fatisfattory can beafcertained, itismuch more.
to the purpofe to dirett our attention to the laws

by which every poifon is governed, till an accu-
mulation of faéls (hall enable us to form rational

conclufions.

C].'I 4"'1. Pr
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OF CARCINOMA AND OTHER LOCAL
DISEASES 'USUALLY CALLED CAN-
CEROUS. | '

THDUGH thefe difeafes may be traced as far
back as any correét annals of medicine, few mo-
dern writers have been fo accurate in their deferip-
tions as to afcertain exaflly what is meant by can-
cer. It may, therefore, be better to leave the
term to its general f{enfe, and conflider carcinoma
as one divifion.. As this, with fome others,
has hitherto proved beyond the reach of medicine,
it may be thought of lefs confequence to make
thefe diltinétions. DBut this want of accuracy has
very much encreafed that fcepticifm regarding re-
medies which muft for ever retard the healing art.
Whoever takes the trouble of perufing Stork* will
find very few, if any, of his cafes fuch but what
might yield to hemlock, aided in fome inftances

®* Or this work I have only feen a tranflation, entitled,
An Efay on the Mcdical Nature of Hemlock, &c. Printed
for Nourfe, 1760,

by
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by the dietand rf:f{ t}fan hcl{'pual Dr. Akcnﬁde,

in his.account of the effets of fublimate and other
remedies, in curing cancers,. confounds fteatoma,
carcinoma, {truma and phaged®na. By his lan-
guage and theory, he feems to derive them all
from the fame fnurce, and fuppofing no dlﬁ‘crencn
but in degree, conceives all may be cured in their
taﬂ}' fltage. The fecond volume of the Medical
Obfervations and Enquiriest, contains a number
of valuable communications from Edinburgh, on
the cure of phagedznic ulcers by corrofive {ubli-
mate. They all go to prove, that in many cafcs
this  preparation . of mercury- is preferable to all
mhers. but none of ithem are fairly referable to
carcinoma. . Mr. Gooch} has allo feveral im-
portant cafes of cancer, {ome of which he was fuc-
cefsful in curing by medicine ; but none of thele
were trie earcinoma. . Dr. Rufh, of Philadelphia,
gives us fome valuable cafes of cancerous ulcers
cured by arfenical preparatmmﬂ but obferves that
the fame was never fucceflsful in cancerous breafts ;

probabl}r the only true carcinomata in which it was

attempted.  From this confufion of language, the
names

# Medical Tranfaétions, vol. 1.
$ Medical Dbﬁ:rvmmns ancl Enqulru:a., page 218 and E:q.

1 See Gooch’s W’“nrk in g vol. pu'::-hi'hcd by Johnlon.
§ 1 Medical Enquiries and Obfervations by Benjamin Rufh,,
page 188,




oF DistAsdl eaLLED catbERoUs. 159

‘hames of refpeétable praflitioners have been
brought into' queftion, remedies highly important
have been much undervalued, and fome of a
flimulating property, when applied to carcinoma,
have greatly exafperated the difeafe.

'I'o avoid ambiguity as much as poffible, I fhall
begin with a defcription of carcinoma. This term
may ferve us for every ftage of the difeafe, by which
we fhall keep clear of thofe of feirrhus and cancer,
which T have already fhown have been ufed in too
general and undefinéd a fenfe.  In my delcription
of carcinoma, I fhall be obliged to differ from
moft of our nofologifts, and I fear from fome very
accurate writers. Scirrhus, or, as I would call it,
the early ftage of carcinoma, has ufually been de-
feribed as a glandular affe€tion, and fome who have
taken notice of the cifts, feem to conlider them as
accidental appendages to the difeale.  From all the
obfervations I have been able to make, aided by
the preparations I have had accels to, and even all
the more accurate accounts of authors, it appears
to me, not only that the cift is conftantly found in
cafes of true carcinoma, but that jt conflitutes its
charafler, Cellus, who was no theorift, could
fearcely mean any thing elfe, when he derives the .
difeafe from the liver or fpleent parts, in which he
mult often have met with hydatids, as his obfervati-

QI3 |

t+ Lib. v, Cap. 28, Scft, o,
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ons were fo much cenfined to the anatomy of
brates. Dr. Monro and Mr. Gooch take notice
of thele hydatids, but neither of them feem to
confider them as conftituting the difeafe. I have
heard Mr. Pott remark, that in all truly {cirr-
hous tefticles, how clear foever the fpermatic
cord may remain, he had never failed to find
2 fluid in fome part of the tefticle. The fame
may be remarked of fome difeafed- breafts, defcrib-
ed by Mr. Fearon, for which the operation was
performed very early: and in converfation, that
genﬂefnan has affured me, he has often found
the only appearance of difeafe to confift of {mall
cilts filled with a fluid of different complettionss
fome of them apparently containing matter. I can
fay precifely the fame from my own obfervation,

‘but it is more fatisfadtory to have the authority of

others. Mr. Hunter fpoke of thefe cifts as cancer-

ous hydatids, but whether as forming the difeale,

1 am unwilling to determine from my NOLEs.

Ix what manner or from what caule thele hy-
datids firft arife, is beyond the prefent ftate of fci-
ence to determine. - When they are formed, they
have the property of encreafing in different degrees:

from caufes equally beyond our knowledge. It

appears, alfo, either that their number augments.

or that fome which were altogether imperceptible
{enfation, encreafe in

fuch

(o the touch, and the patient's
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fuch a degree as to equal the fize of the fargeft.
This enlargement of a foreign body in a folid fub-
ftance, and fo extremely fenfible as the breaft, can-
tot but be attended with intenfe pdin, and fre-
quent inflammation. The increale of the cifts is
not towards the furface, like matter in a common
abfcefs, but in every direftion. Another peculia-
rity in this difeafe is a dzfpnﬁtmn to fungate be-
fore the fkin is broken. This is genf:ra]ly to be
difcovered in a certain degree in breafts that have
been amputated before ulceration.  But if the dif-
eafe is fuffered to proceed till tHe fKin ulcerates,
the ufual appearance is a fungus, which being no
longer confined, very foon grows, fometimes to a
confiderable extent beyond the lips of the ulcer,
It appears as if its previous confinement gave it a
hardnefs unufual for fubflances of this kind. At
leaft T have obferved in feveral inftances a differ-
ence in the firmnels of the fungus, where the {kin
has been deftroyed by art or by ulceration. To this
fungus we are to impute the dilcoloration and une-
qual furface of the fkin which preceded ulceration.

Suvcn is the progrels of the ulcerated carcinoma,
or open cancer as it 1s called, when the cilts are
{mall and deep-leated with a quantity of fungus
between them and the furface. After ulceration
has commenced, the progrels is extremely uncer-
tain, depending upon the patient’s health, the fitu~

M ation
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ation of the cifts, their fize, and often’ on the re~
medies. Sometimes the fungus will remain: nearly

ftationary for many months, occafionally bleeding,

or difcharging matter of various confiftence, till a
large cift, or probablyfeveral below its bafe,fudden-

ly burfting, ' or gradually {eparated by ulceration,
detach the whole, and expofe an ill-conditioned
furface, confifting partly of the tunics of the cilts.
In other cafes where the cifts have beennearer the
furface, the fungus ulcerating or floughing away in
various parts, expofes at different periods feveral
roundifh foveols, apparently filled with floughs,
but which are nothing more than the cifts with their
contents, changed from their original appearance
to that of an opake pale, fomewhat refembling half
diffolvedlcather. When any of thefe are expofed,
the fungusbed in which they are depofited, feemsto
recede fromthem by ulceration, and on removing,
fome fuceeeding drefling, a cleaner f{urface ap-
pears.  IF this happens near the edges of the ulcer,
and no other cifts, or fragments of them remain
necar ; the lips which before were reflefied on the
found fkin, being forced back by the increaling
fimgus, will yery {oon take a different direftion, a:nd
the wound will contraét.®

Trese arcamongthe appearancesulcerated car-
cinoma affumes when the hydatidsare deep feated
or

# Such appear to have heen the eighth and eleventh

aafesy related by “Stork, Thefe ave the enly two that a
carcful
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or fmall. But fometimes it happens, that one or

_twoparticularly large, or a clufter of them, extends

from the furface verydeep. When thisis the cale,
very {oon after. the fkin has feparated, a confider-
able evacuation of fluid follows, as defcribed by
Dr. Monro,* or a perpetual dripping, which will Jaft
till all the hydatids expofed by the opening are
evacuated. Even thenit{eems doubtful whetherthe
diftillation is not kept up from the fides of the cifts,

as it fometimes continues for a ¢onfiderable length -

of time, and in great quantities. This evacuation
of the cift or cifts, very much relieves the patient,
without rendering the breaft at all flaccid, but pro-
ducinga molt ghaftly cavern of an irregular furface,
lined in many places with the tunics of hydatids,
and emitting a very peculiar fmell. In the mean
while the edges, as far asthey are free from hyda-
tids, makean attemptat granulating, whichproduces
an exuberance of fungus that refleéts the fkin back
in fuch a manner that it may be almoft faid to curl,

eareful reader will be able to fatisfy himflelf were true carci-

nomata, The fecond and fourth were certainly fufpicious,
but in the former we cvidently deteét a (crofulous habit ; in
the latter, the collapfing of the brealt, after a copious dif-
charge of matter, gives us no other idea than that of coms
mon abfcefs. How much is it to be regretted, that a phy-
fician, who has enriched the Pharmacopza with fo valuable
a remedy, fhould have loft any part of his reputation by
withholding his other unfluccefsful cales,
* Medical Effays, vol. g5, page 339.
M s In
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Ix this defcription I have confined my!'eli't-:} the
appearance of the dilcafe in the breaft, becdufe we
"fee it here on the largeft {cale. In other parts of
the body too T have not had the fame opportunity
of tracing all the different ftages. When carcino-
ma attacks the teftis, the difeafe is either extirpat-
ed in time, or if the fpermatic chord is affetted,
foon puts a ‘period to the ‘patient’s fuffering.
Mean while the interpofition of the {crotum
prevents cxternal ulceration till a very late pe-
riod. The reader will meet with fome cafes of
this kind related by Turner,* under the title of
Hernia Carnofa. Le Dranf has alfo fome well
marked cales of cancerous lip, which may be
eafily diftinguifhed from a fteatoma extirpated
with fuccefs.t In the former carcinoma was
marked by the previous flow enlargement,
fanious difcharge, fubfequent excavation and fun-
gus, as diftinttlyas can be expeéted, where the con-
tents of the tumour are not defcribed.

Bur in the advanced ftage of the difeafe it is
not eafy to miftake it—ifin the breaft {carcely pof-
fible. Itwould be much more to the purpofe, if
at an earlier period we could diftinguifh a carci-
nomatous from a fcrofulous or any other tumour.

* Turner’s Surgery, vol. 1, page 280 & Seq.
+ Obfervations in Surgery, tranflated, third cdition, page
48 & feq. 1 Id. Page 43. —

But
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But though fome of us are in the habit of pro-
nouncing boldly on thefe fubjeéts, I fear this readi-
nefs rather arifes from an incapacity to offer any
fatisfaltory reafon than from any certainty of the
fact. It muft be admitted that carcinomatous tu-
mours are ufually harder to the touch and more
circumfcribed.  That the pain they occafion is in
fome meafure peculiar, and that the breaft has for
the moft part an unufual weightinefs, even forits
increafed fize. But there are periods of the dil-
eafle in which nothing fatisfattory can be determin-
ed, all the fymptoms not being prefent ; while in
fome inftances fcrofulous tumours affume many of
them. The changes the breafts undergo, at dif-
ferent periods of the confticution,* and in the ear-
ly ftages of geftation produce tumours very liable
to be miftaken for carcinoma. So that if we ex-
cept the pain, a defcription of which muft be at-
tended with great uncertainty, I know of nothing
that can difcriminate early carcinomata from other
tumours. On account of this uncertainty, the term
fcirrhus might perhaps be ufeful in a more general
fenle, to denote any circumfcribed hardnels, the
nature of which we are unacquainted with.t

* Viv. Morgagni De Caulis fed, Morb. EPIR+ L. Ar-
ticle 39 et feq.

+ Discernere autem cacoethes quod curationem rece-
Pit, a carcinomate quod non recepit nemo [cire potelt nifi
tempore et experymento, CeLsus.

M 3 IN
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In defcribing the more adyanced ftage my obje&t
has been not the mere dlagrmﬁs of carcinoma, but
by tracing the feries and order of fafls to fhow
the impropriety of mnfaundmg i'ul:h a difeafe wuh'
many others which will be herEaﬁE:r Enumerated
and, if poffible, to lead the reader into fuch an in-
quiry as may dire€t us in the application of reme-
dies. .The firlt fuggeftion that will offer itfelf is,
are thele hydatids fimilar to thafe in the cavity of
the abdomen? 1f they are different in themfelves,
15 t'neu:' encreafe in fize and number .ﬁmﬂar?
Hydatids in the abdomen grow more rapldly,
multiply falter, and pﬂrhaps run through their
{tages quicker. But, befides that, there are pro-
bably varicties in thf:fe, as we find there are in
gancerous hydauds, Whllﬂ we confefs our igno-
rance of the natural hlﬂt}ry of fuch bodies, we
muﬂ: not pr etend to afcertain what contnbutes moft
to their increafe.  Hydatids in the liver or fpleen
p roduce no apparent change in them——but other
foreign bodies wﬂl remain or pals thmugh the
fubftance of thofe vifcera, w;thnut {tlmulatmg tQ
fuppuration or ulceration.* ~This dlfpnﬁuun to
fungate b::fare the {kin is broken, is in great mea-
fure pf:cuhar to car::mnma, and is much more
exaberant in the brca{t t‘nan in any uthcr part.

# [ leave the reader to determine whether the cancerous
tumour defcribed by Morgagni’s Epift. L. 4 -:mgmat:d in a
ﬁrm g of h}rdatlda mulllpl}rmg fmm thﬁ thurax to the amlla-

ifi I am
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1 am fearful of {uggefting all that occurs to me on
this {ubje&t s I fhall therefore requelt the reader
to re-perufe Dr. John Hunter’s valuable paper on
the fubje&t of hydatids, and to bear with me a little
longer.* It may appear as if there were no con-
neclion between different cancerous hydatids, like
what is found in inteftinal ones. But we ought to
confider the carcinomatous breaft not as we fee it,
but by comparing it with.the found one of the fame
fubjeft. We fhall then find that the great diftance
between the hydatids is entirely filled up by the
fungus which grows after the cift isformed. Intef-
tinal hydatids are frequently found contained in
one large cift, filled with a fluid in which they float.
At other times the connettion {eems loofer, and the
multiplication to extend without any circumfcrip-
tion. The latter feems moft commonly the cale
with cancerous hydatids, but unfortunately, though
this difeafe fo often occurs, we have not a f{uf.
ficient number of defcriptions of the contents of
amputated mamme. In the Paris Memoirst we
have however a very exatt account of a clufter of
thefe hydatids in a carcinomatous breaft, which, by
their compatinefs,appear to have been all contained

* TranfaBions of a Society for the Improvement of Me-
dical and Chirurgical Knowledge, Article gd. See alfo Dr.
Bailie’s Morbid Anatomy, page 150.

+ Mem. de I’Academie Royale de Chirurgie, vol. i.

page €84.
in
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in a fingle cift, and of this opinion feems M. Faget,
the author of the paper. Perhaps hereafter the fuc-
cefs of the operation may be eftimated by the prn;
bability of the hydatids being inclofed in acift, and
by the proximity of that cyft to the furface. '

- THE cpntainﬂd fluid is'more varioufly defcribed
in carcinomatous than in abdominal hydatids.
But we have much to learn on -this fubjeét. It
is well known that the contents of many of
them are fimilar. If fome carcinomatous hy-

* datids appear to contain bloody fanies, we muft

fatisfy ourfelves that thefe are not filled a fe-
cond time by ulceration of the furrounding

fungus. Carcinoma, In its early ftage, or fcir-

thus ftate, it is fuppofed may be cured; but

we have no reafon to fuppofe we have any re-
medies againft abdominal hydatids.” Let us firfk
afcertain what can be done for true carcinoma
in any ftate. Mr. Fearon has propofed a very
rational, and doubtlefs, in many refpetts, fuccefsful
prattice, for indurations of the mamme, in their
carly ftage.* Itdoes that gentleman no fmall honor
that his cafes are fo few and well related, and is
fufficient to convince us that his objeét was the
i};quiry after truth, and not the mere recommen-
dation of a 'pi'a&ice. in a great meafure his own.
I’gut Al the cafes are not fuch as would gfzne_ral:!jr

# Effay on Cancers, pPage 57 and feq. 1
; : 1avVe
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have been confidered as cancerous, and his own
importunate advice in favour of early amputation
proves his opinion of the precarioufnels of any
other remedy*. ' '

But hydatids are found in other parts of the
body befides the vifcera, without producing can-
cer. I fhall not be expetted to take notice of
incifted tumours, as they are called, filled with a
glary kind of fluid, but containing none of thofe
regular globules diltinguifhed by the name of
hydatids. The Philofophical Tranfattions, how-
ever, contain two well marked cafes, one by Tyfon,T
of hydatids, found in a large cift, extending from
the occiput to the fcapula : the other by Watfon,§
of a clufter, that elcaped from the uterus. Before
T undertake to reconcile thefe phenomena with the
opinion I have ventured to bring forward, let me
beg the reader will permit me to fubmit the fol-
lowing inferences from thc authprities already pro-
duced ;

1ft. By the cafe mentioned in the Paris Memoirs,
it appears that carcinomatous hydatids may be
confined in a cift, fo that how great foever their
multiplication may be, it can only tend to encreafe
that cift as long as it remains entire, That in this

* 1d, page 70.
- ¥ Philof, Tranfac, vel, xxv. page 2344. 1 Id, vol.i. 711,
caff:!
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«cafe, as faras we can judge, the fungusis confined
to the fpace between the cift and the furface of
the dkin, . Hence if the cift were immediately
under the fkin, we might expe& its increafle to
produce no other confequence than a dilatation of
the fkin.. . Tyfon’s cale feems of this kind.* - Im-
~ mediately -on opening -the {kin, innumerable hy-
datids rufhed: out, fwimming in'a thickifh liquor.
But at the oot of the;tumour, which from the
fituation of the latter, muft have been near the
furface of the fkin, there was a large fingus. [ﬁw‘-
coma] which was defiroyed by elcarotics. ~ The
wound readily healed. °’Tis to be regretted we
have no account how leng this or M, Faget’s cafe
continued well. '

Sz W, Watfon’s paper is not lefs remarkable,
After {welling and tenfion of the abdomen, about
the period of the ceflation of menftruation, the
patient was 1elieved by the elcape of a number of
_h}rdati'ds, per vaginam, attached, like grapes, to
a {pongeous fubftance, anfwering the purpofe of a
placenta. After  this flatement may 1 not be al-
lowed to afk, j

1ft, Hap Tyfon's hydatid-cift been fituated
deeper, like that deferibed by Faget, thould we
not have found a fungus between it and the fkin.
1 adly, Hap the hydatids multiplied like Watlon’s,
' it b without
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without being confined to a cift, would not this
fungus have fhown all the appearances we mect with
in true carcinoma? It is fcarcely neceflary to add,
that the hydatids, defcribed by Watfon, wanted
nothing but to have been gengrated in a'folid fub-
ftance, inftead of the uterine cavity, to give them
every property of true carcinomatous hydatids.
Nor fhould I omit that the refemblance was at
leaft heightened, by fome of them containing bloody
fanies.

It has been affumed, perhaps a little too generally,
that blows occafion cancer. But the infignificancy
of many of thefe injuries, the immenfe diftance
of the period, and the very frequent occurrence
of the difeafe without any fuch caufe, are fufficient
to render it at all times equivocal, efpec:all y when
we recollett the prevalent, but cquaﬁy vague opi-
nion, that a cancer from violence may be more
cafily cured than one arifing fpontancoufly. If
this conclufion proves any thing, it can only be
that fuch difeafes are rarely carcinomatous, though
confounded with it. At the fame time this ill-
founded notion has taught almoft every fufferer to
recollett fome little incident in her exiftence, which
might have produced a difeafe, the fatality of which
fhe is too well acquainted with. One obje&tionAiill
remains, whether a decifive one, I muft leave to the

* Id.p. 79
ez ' detera
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determination of thole who have the largeft ‘oppor=
tunities of tracing difeafes during life; and their
canfequences after death.  The {tomach, and pro-
bably other parts of the inteftinal canal, are liable
to carcinoma. [ fay nothing of the rettum, be-
caufe, in thefe cales, the difeafe finds its way to the
furface. I fhall not take upon me to determine
how far thefé parts are fubjeét to the fame laws as
govern thofe on the furface. . But if we admit,
from this fingle objeétion, that carcinomatous hy=
datids are different from all others difcovered
within the cavity  of.the abdomen  or thorax, it
muft {till remain to' be afcertained whether their
growth/, and multiplication depend on the fame
laws. . It may be faid too, that carcinoma con-
taminates the neighbouring parts by the ab-
forbent veflels. | Wherever inflammation exifts,
it is well. known the neighbouring lymphatics
will be affe@led. = But it has not always appeared
that this affetlion has been earcinomatous. As
far as we can judge, thefe hydatids increale in
pumber wherever the texture of the parts allow
them the moll roorn. - Thus in the more advanced
ftages we find all the cellular fubftance between
the mamma and axilla partaking of the difeafe.

Muci has been written ‘on the fubje@ of the
matter dilcharged from carcinomatous ulcers. It
has been thought to have a corrofive quality, by

which
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~which the coats of arteries have been deﬁrij}'rtﬂ,
and large ‘hemorrhages produced. The teft''of
chemiftry has been applied to account for this.®
But the fatt fhould firlt have been afcertained,
which could only have been done by applying the
fanies to dead animal matter, and feeing how fardny
chemical combination followed. That this matter,
like all other that flowsfrom ill conditioned uleers,
is highly ftimulating when applied to a living part
-deprived of its cuticle, or covered by a thin one,
cannot admit of a doubt. Some well authenticated
fatts enable us to form thofe conclufions which
might have been expefted. The fluid of the hy=
datids,t when limpid, was found to produce no
other fenfation on the tongue than that of moft
other animal fecretions—namely, a flightly faline
tafte. The fanies from the ulcer atted like a
morbid poifon,t producing a phaged=nic ulcer.
Two cales of this kind, related by Gooch, were
relieved, one by corrofive {ublimate, the other
without an operation. It is unnecelfary to add
that neither could be true carcinoma. One of

them being on the lip of a married lady, proved
contagious ‘and fatal to herrhufband. Here we

* 8ce a paper by Dr, Crawford, Phil. Tranfac. vol Bo.
P- 391.

* Medical Effays, Vol. v. p. 339.

1 Gooch, Vol.iii. p. 18g. alfo Turner, in his Difeafes of
the Skin, mentions calcs of this kind.

have
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have an inftance of a merbid poifon originating
from an incurable difeafz, and relieved in the firfk
inftance by mercury:. The hufband was abroad; or
might probably have experienced the fame relief.
*That many of the phaged®nic ulcers on the
lips, which are ufually called cancerous, are the ef-
feft of fome morbid poifon' I have already hinted.
The fituation renders them {ulpicious, from being
conltantly liable to contaét with amimal matter, and
the well authenticated cure of fome of them by n-
ternal remedies or efcarotic applications is fuffici-
ent to diftinguifh them from carcinoma. Where
ulceration proceedsvery flowly,a thickened circum-
ference is fometimes formed reund it. This dif-
fers confiderably from the venereal and the carci-
nomatous. . From the former; by the edges inftead
of being ulcerated expofing towards the ulcer a
furface covered by the cuticle. From the latter,
by the abfence of that fungus which produces the
retorted edge.”

Crrsus is more accurate than moft writers in
his divifion of what may be called local difeafes,
arifing without violence.T It is not my wifh ei-
ther to avail myfelf of his language or divifion. In
the former it has been my endeavour to vary as

* Dr. Monro in Medical Effays as above.

4 Las. 5, Cap. 28—qua interius corrupta aliqua cor-

porum parte nafcuntur, S,
little
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Tittle as poffible from that in general ule, and ma-
ny of his divifions are foreign to my prefent in-
quiries, or have been already anticipated. It jg
impoflible but the attentive reader muft difcover,
under the title of ignis facery the fecondary ul-
cers of fome morbid poifons. The defcription is
too accurate to admit of a doubt, and the mode of :
cure is ftill more remarkable—M edicamentum ejus
Sortiffomnvmn efty uno die febris, que humorem noxivm
abfumat. Inthe cureof fecondary ulcers from moft
morbid poifons, we have feen that it is quite fuffi-
cient to intersupt their ation by the flighteft degree
of mercurial irritation, after which they healreadily,
the conftitution not appearing unequal to the tafk
in apy but the venereal. Nothing can bear a
{tronger analogy to fuch a remedy than an ephe-
meral fever, which would be juft {ufficient as in
the other inftance to excite a new atlion, after
which we might expeét to fee the ulcerations heal
with a rapidity that might fairly induce €elfus to
call this fever remedium fortifimum. Nor is it
any objeétion that Celfus enumerates the foles of
the feet as particularly liable to fuch complaints,
Parts moft expoled are ufually fooneft affected by
the fecondary {ymptoms not only of the venéreal;
but other morbid poifons. The Romam drefs and
habits of life rendered the feet much expofed, as
we might have obferved of the ribs on aformerocca-
bon, *—But, this is foreign to our prefent purpofe. .

1 * See page 8o. .
: TuoerE

LR R b




176 Or B1SEASES CALLED CANCEROUS]
Tuere is only one other cancer that T fhall
detain the reader with, which, from its frequency
and conftant fatality, may well arreft a medical
writer iri his career of undertaking to inform the
world. Of all the calamities to which a fex that
feems deftined to fupport the largeft fhare of hu-
man mifery is obnoxious, the cancerous uterus is
the heavieft. This will not, I apprehend, be dif-
puted, whether we tonfider the fituation of the dif-
cale, almoft any one of its attendant fymptoms, OF
the certainty of a life'more wretchedly protratted
than by any means that the ingenuity of Indian
torments can boaft. 'We are ready enough'to call
the gout o probrium medicorum, becaufe we ko,
in moft inftances, it may be called ogiprobrium di~
bitiarum. But what fhall we fay of a difeafe that
s every day occurring, and the medical progrefs
of which has hitherto extended no further than to
confound it with another, which it only refembles
in being painful and incurable ; and to apply re-
medies which have derived their reputation from
curing difeafes different from either? The latter
part of this propofition I trult 1 have already
- proved. If the former refted on my own autho-
rity, I might have only ventured to afk, where are
the cifts, where the fungus, where the increafed
fize in the moft common of all the cafes of can-
cerous uterus. 1 might afk, do we difcover more

than a floughing phagedenic ulcer, with thickened
hard
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hard' lips, which flowly deftroys that organ and all
the neighbouring parts, till the Kindeft of phyfi-
cians -puts a period to the diféafe and the patient’s,
fufferings!

TwuaT true carcinoma may attack the utetrus ag
well as any other part, is a pc:hnc:m I fhall not at-
tempt to deny ; bat that the above, the moft com-
mon {pecies of what is called cancerous uterus is
improperly confoinded with the difeafe in the
breaft, is a remark for which I was firlt indebted
to Mr. Hunter. While I am ready to admit, that
alpartiality. I take no pains to conceal, may have
warped my judgment, without my being aware of
it; I am at the fame time ready to confels the tri-’
umph 1 feel, in being able to introduce my mal-
ter in fuch refpeflable company. A writer,* whom
be could ouly know by name, but with whofe
works every phyfician praélifing in London muft
be well acquainted, takes fome pains to corrett
this error, which exilted in his time; and Mor-

gagni deflcribes two cafes, in one of which this ulcer
had committed its ufual ravages on the cervix,
in the other it had extended to the neighbouring
patts, while the reft of the uterus was found.t

‘* Arelzus, cap. xi.

T De Caufis &.Sedibus Morborum Epifty zlvii. 8, &

EXXiX, 334

N o i " Bur
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Burt neither a Flunter, an Areteeus, or a Mor<
gagni, is any authority for a plain matter of faét
on which any one may fatisfy himfelf, Itmuft
therefore depend on the obfervations of thole who
have the beft opportunities of feeing fuch appear-
ances. Dr. Bailie* fhould ftand among the fore-
molft of thefe; and from the general accuracy of
his defcriPtinns, and the univerfality of his enqui-
ries, we might expeét a [olution of this important
difficulty. Strengthened, however, as I feel my-

{elf by fuch authorities, I fhall not {cruple to fay,

that his account of the difeafes of this importapt
vifcus is much too fhort and confufed. That if
the {e€tion of the cancerous uterus does fometimes
exbibit an appearance fimilar to other parts in what
is called a fcirrhous ftate, this_is neither a neceffa-
ry nor the moft common attendant on the flough-
ing phagedzna of the cervix and neighbouring
parts. I had an opportunity of infpefling in one
winter the uteri of four women, who died of the
complaint, and none of them exhibited the leaft
appearance of difeale a quarter of an: inch
beyond the wulcer. None of them appeared .
enlarged, nor was there any whitith firm {ub-:
« ftance, interfeéted by firong membranous divi-

« fions.”” In the melancholy colleflion preferved -

by Dr. Lowder, few appear enlarged, and of thefle
very

* Morbid Anatomy, p. 245.
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l ‘l.’f,‘T':}’ few beyond the ize that this uncertain vilcus
often exhibits in a found ftate.

I may be faid that parts differently ftru€tured
and organized may be expetted to fhow the fame
difeafe in a different form. Without waiting to
difpute this queftion, let me only be permitted to
afk, Is thisa fufficient reafon for calling two dil-
eafes the fame, when they only refemble each
other in thofe points, which fhould teach us to
redouble our induflry in deteéting the peculiarities
of cach? There is, indeed, one part of the de-
fcription of either, that is, by general confent,
common to boths 1 nced not add their conftant
fatality. It would be to little purpofe to deplore the
infufficiency of our art; or to accule the indultry
of its profeflors. Caufes can only produce their

" effeéts; and perhaps the valt ftorehoufes of nature
may not contain more than a palliative for thefe
devoted fufferers. But when we confider the
flow progrels of the maladies, the frequency with
which they -occur, and the ample opportunities
fome of us pollefs of deteéling every ltage and
form of them, can we [ay thele opportunities have
been improved with an induftry proportioned to
the magnitude of the objet, and the facredne(s of
the fun@tions we profefs to be engaged in? IF
remedies have been unfuccelsfully varied, and
operations proved precarious ; have we yet marked

N 2 ' any
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any of the caufes by which we are to judge of the’
probable fucce(s of either ? Have we dilcriminated-
thofe appearances in the trophies: of our difgrace
which may teach us to regulate our future prattice,
or in more fuccefsful operations have we learnedt
the caules to which we are to attribute this defirable
event? Have we yet agreed what is a cancer? Is
there an author to whom an uninformed ftudent
can apply, that will teach: him how to diflinguifh
this moft formidable complaint? and are not the
definitions of the prefent day lefs per(picuous and:
wider from the mark than the defcription of a
writer . who has been two thoufand: years before
us ¥ '

« Is goodnefls no part of wifdom ; that while we
¢t feek: to- be wiler, we negleét to be better ? Is it:
<« well that the ftudy of philanthropy. is precluded
¢ the fchools of philofophy 22 Such are the words:
of onet who probably emerged from his ftudy to-
wonder that men did not invariably: purfue their
truefl intereft. If by this time, he has mixed with-
thofe who:' having completed their refearches are
exchanging them for the commerce of the world,
will he not afls, « Is fcience no polleffion, that

* Compare the definitions of modern nofologifts with the
defeription of Celfus,

+ See Mr. Young’s Introduftion to the Chaiaéter of So-

crates, Spirit of Athens, page 233, .
« wifer ?”
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«< while we feek to be richer, we negle@ tv be
¢ wifer?? But let me not {eem f{ullen, while T
mean only to lament the weaknefs of human 1a-
ture. Lifeis fhort, and our art much too extenfive
dor the limitation of our capacitics.  Objeéts of dif-
trefs are ‘always painful, and doubly fo where
they aflociate the idea of our inability to offer the
looked-forrelief. We naturally haften to thofe
dcenes which flatter our vanity, and relieve our
feelings. Perhaps it is beft for moft of us that
we do. The fcope of profeflional enquiry is fuf-
ficiently éxtenfive, and the path to fame and
emolument is not by the intricacies of a labyrinth
that may be only half explored, when the period
of our ufefulnefs ceafes. In the midft of our en-
quiries we find ourfelves overtaken with new pal-
dions, new fears, and new wants. The prolpe&
of old age and penury very early alarms us, or
views of ambition and aggrandifement prefent
themfelves ; and at the period when the faculties
of the mind are the ftrongelt, they too often
receive a bias fatal to all further improvement.

MusT then true {cience for ever languith ; or
muit the end be for ever facrificed to the means?
Mutt that induftry which mightbe dircfted to the
molt ufeful of arts be wafted on the « filky tcxture
¢ of a flower,”” or be confumed in the furnaces of
the chymift? I mean not to undervalue thofe arts,

N a which,
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which, while they embellifh life, might contribute
to {often its calamities. But is the fame accuracy
confpicuous in the difcrimination of difeafes, as 15
difplayed in the claffification of plants, or the
arrangement-of foffils?  Is the fame patiént invef-
tigation difcoverable; the fame progreflive im-
provement—and if to thefe confiderations we add
the fuperior importance of ‘the former, may we
not be allowed to paufe a moment to enquire into
this apparent inverfion of the order of things?

It is to little purpofe, however, to dwell on a
felf_evident propofition—rather let us regret that,
hithesto, the only prattitioners who have profefled
this branch ‘of furgery, exclufively, have not been
fuch as could difcriminate difeafes with that accu-
racy which even a regular education does not en-
able every one to undertake. But what s {hll
more unfortunate, the fecrecy with which they
have condu@ed their praflice, has prevented be-
sehit to the world by that accumulation of faéls
from ~ which fome information cannot but re-
fult. We have indeed to thank Mr. Fearon for
fome improvements in the operative branch,"‘and
for a judicious ‘method of treating tumours ata
period before their true charaéter can be difcover-
ed. Dr. Ewart has “allo favoured the world with
an account of his fuccefsful manner of treating a
cafe, the cure of which we can only bope may be
! ; | : as
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as permanent as the difeafe was indifputably cha-
rafterized. But how flow, how feeble muft be the
aids of fuch as are engaged in general praitice!
May we not indulge the hope that the faculry will
feleét from among themfelves fome individual, in
whom integrity, induftry, and accuracy are {o far
united, that by a life devoted to fuch refearches,
and the communication of them to a clafs, we
may at leaft learn the full {cope of the human in-
telleél in difeafes hitherto deemed incurable ?

Wauen©eveR this defirable event is accomplifh-
ed, the following queftions will be no longer mat-
ters of doubt.

First, Is the imple hydatid the firlt form of
carcinoma ?

SeconpLy, Is there any difference between
abdominal and carcinomatous hydatids, except in
the flow progrefs of the latter, the number of their
tunics,tand the contents of fome of them ?

TuirpLY, Are carcinomatous hydatids, like
thofe of the abdomen, divifible into fuch as mul-

+ The tunics and contents of carcinomatous hydatids may,
I think, be explained ; the firt by frequent inflammation
producing ftrata of coagulated lymph, the latter by thefe
bodics increafing in a fubftance {o {fanguiferous as the fungus.
The tunics of FFagel’s incifted hydatids were thin, and fome
of Watlon’s were filled with blocdy lymph,

ti[_';] y
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tiply within acift, and fuch as multiply without any
:lrtumfcnbed cayity to confine them ?

FourTnry, Does the permanent fuccefs of the
operation for carcinoma depend on the hydatids
being confined within one common cift; in con-
fequence of which, when the tumour is removed,
no hydatids can be left imperceptible] to the eye,

but whofe fublequent growth and mulnphcaimn
may perpetuate the difeafe ?

Frrrmry, Where no operation is performed,
is the period of the patient’s exiftence to be efti-
mated by the magnitude of individual h}#dauds, and
the rapidity of their growth ?

Sixtriy, Have thele hydatids a life indepen-
dent of the fubjeét in which they grow, excepting
as parafites ¢

SEVENTHLY, If {o, thould the means of cure,
where an operation is not {ubmitted to, be diretl-
ed to the extinftion of that life, with as little | 1=
jury as poffible to the patient’s health 2

Eicurury, If hydatids poflels the principle
of vitality during their tranfparent flate, and their
opacity is the ﬁﬁﬂ{f}; of the lofs of that principle,
mﬂuld thc}r not ip the latter flage flimulate the
parts in which they are fituated to {uppuration, as
we find the cafe with the guinea-worm when dead ?

NINTHLY,
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Nintury, Would not this fuppuration prove
the deftruétion of all the neighbouring bydatids ?
or fhould carcinomatous hydatids produce ab-
forption of the internal coat of the pylorus or car-
dia, as they do of the liver and fpleen, {oas to
find their way into the cavity of the ftomach, would
not this be equally deftrutive to them ?

TenxTHLY, May not the fungus generated be-
tween the hydatids and the furface of the fkin, or
towards the cavity of the {tomach, be for the pur-
pole of preventing {uppuration in one inftance, and
abforption in the other?

T awm aware the boldnefs of thele queries may
fubjeét me to the charge of rafhnefs in venturing
them to the world. Let it, however, be remem-
bered they are founded on faéls of which I have
myfelf been witnefs, though I have thought it a
tribute due to public opinion to produce authori~
ties for them all. I have only, therefore, to beg
that before I am cenfured or ridiculed, all thefe
authorities may be examined, and that then it may
be recolleéted, I am only propofing enquiries,
without venturing to form theorics: and that thefe
enquiries are direted to a difeafe, againit which
all the improvements of our art have hitherto prov-
ed ineffettual,

CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

ﬁ:DMPﬂ.RﬁTI?E VIEW OF THE THEORIES

OF DRS. FOART SIMMONS AND SWEDIy
AUR, JOHN HUNTER, MESSRS, FOOT,
MOORE, AND BELL, ON THE LAWS
OF THE VENEREAL VIRUS; WITH
AN ENQUIRY HOW FAR THE OPINI-
ONS OF MR. HUNTER ARE CON-
FIRMED BY FACTS ADMITTED BY
BOERHAAVE, ASFRUC, AND OTHER
WRITERS QF REPUTATION,

THE reader who has had the patience to tra-
wel with me thus far, need not be informed of the
labour with which my materials have been colleét-
ed. Molt of the difeafes deferibed in the former

flieets have been hitherto little noticed ; or con-

founded with others, or the defcription of them has
Eﬁlﬁi’} too obfeure to direét our r{f:fearclqt;. Though
¢his cannot be pleaded of the venereal, yet in the
early accounts of it, we have a number of fymp-
foms -enumerated which never appeared fince
more authentic documents have been produced ;
either becauke men were credulous enough to be-

Rt licve
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Jieve any thing of a difeafe ill alcertained, or be-
caufe whatever appearances Were uncommon, were
afcribed to that caufe. In later days, has the
difeale been marked with that precifion which
might have been expefted from the frequency of
its appearance, and the immenfe tribe of wri-
ters that have undrcrtakcn to mf'::lrm the wnrid?

It would be to little purpofe to dwell on the
firange opinions of ancient writers, the inaccuracy
with which they confounded the fymptoms, and
even the feat of the difeafe. Thofe who wifh for
information on this fubjeft may confult Aftruc,
from whom moft of his fucceffors have borrowed
their authorities. By the kindnels of Dr. Slms,
in allowing me the full fcope of his library,
and dircéting me through it, I have had accefs
to all the early writers, till T was wearied wuh
fruitlels refearches, and unfatisfattory cnqunrles
By means of the fame gentleman, and Mr. Wadd’s
Trafls, colleéted by himfelf and the late Dr. Luke
Wayman, I had alfo an opportunity of feeing many
of the produlions of a later date. But it is
hardly credible how little information 1s to be
gained by any. In none between Aftruc and the
prefent times could I difcover a clofe defcription of
{fymptoms, and of the effeéts of remedies, Aftruc
has certainly great merit as an induftrious invefti-
gamr, and if he had rot been trintec with the

f-1e
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falfe phyfiological reafoning of his days, would have
done more. From his time almoft to the prefent
we find nothing added to the pathological know.
iedgt: in this diﬁ:afe. In fome of the writers of
our own days, if we meet not with a more accu-
rate delcription of the fymptoms, we have at leaft
a jufter account of the feat of the difeafe, and
by degrees, a true difcrimination between the two
fpecies of it.

Bur, where pubﬁcatinns are {o numerous, we
can only felect thole which have acquired the
higheft reputation. Of fuch, before Mr, Hunter’s
appeared, there are two particularly recommended
'b‘-,r'Dr. Cullen, as fo complete in ihemfelvcs, as
to render many remarks of his own unneceffary.
Thefe are Dr. Foart Simmons and Dr. Swediaur.
The former has written a tra@ containing many
praflical remarks, the utility of which cannot be
doubted by fuch as are -acquainted with the au-
thor’s abilities. Though the concifenels of the
work 1s fuch as to preclude much theoretical reac
{foning, yetthere is.one oblervation on the chancra
that muft not be overlocked :

‘¢ Objeflions have been made to the cure of a
¢ chancre by topical applications, on a fuppofition,
<¢-that il the ulcer is healed by fuch means, the virus

“¢ will be carried into theblood, and the patient will

£ hﬂ'
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¢¢ be in danger of conftitutional lues. That thismay,
¢« and fometimes does happen, I am convinced by
« feveral {triking inftances of lues from this fource,
« that have fallen under my own obfervation: bue
“in' thofe cales, the chancres had been large and
¢ {preading, affording a copious difcharge of mat-
¢«tery, and of courfe a confiderable ablorbing
¢ furface : they had likewife been improperly
% healed, and the means of preventing infettion
¢ had been negleéted : for the fallis, that if we:
¢ apply mercurial ointment, or any other ftimu-
“ Jating or aftringent fubftance, to a fore of this
“ fort, and fo dry it up, we'muft inevitably infeck
« the habit of the patient; whereas, if ithe chancre.
¢ is fmall, and without any confiderable inflam-
% mation, and we touch it repeatedly with the:
“ Junar cauftic, fo that the fore fhalk throw off
“ {everal floughs, and at length appear'clean and
¢ difpoled to heal, we, by fucha proeefs, deflroy
*“the venereal virus, inftead of repeliing it, and
*¢ in this way, may, in a few days remove an evit
* which would otherwife, perhaps, be the work of
“ feveral weeks.®” Now, if it were poflible, by
infefling the habit, to relieve a part; this reafon-
ing might be admiffible; or if there were any
other way of curing a chancre than by deftroying,

* Obfervations on the cuic of Gonorrhiza, and fome other

offefts of the Vencreal Virus, fecond edit, page 37.
the
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the local venereal aflion. If we were poffeffed
of a topical remedy that would do this, we fhould
as effeftually cut off the fource of infettion, as
if we deftroyed the part by a cauftic. But to me,
the caution againft drying up large fpreading chan-
cres by the application of mercurial ointment, or
any other irritating or aftringent fubftance, would
appear unncceflary, as I never knew it fucceed.
But it is not my intention to interfere with prattical
remarks; unlefs immediatély conneéted with the

theory of the difeafe.

Dr. Swediaur’s < Praétical Obfervations” aré
on a larger fcale. This gentleman has been ac-
cufed of anticipating fome of Mr. Hunter’s opi-
nions; which he is fiid to have colleéted from his
le@ures; For the credit of his head as well as his
heart, I truft the afperfion is not true. His gene-
ral arrangement has fome {imilarity to Mr. Hun-
ter’s, and fome of the praftical remarks are the
fame. But when Mr. Hunter had lettured for fo
many years, one may fairly fufpeét that his opi-
nions were floating abroad, and imperfeétly col-
le@ted by many, who might be unable to trace the
origin of their own ideas. Dr. Swediaur’s theory,
if it can be called fuch, is every where confuled,
often inconfiftent with the laws of the animal
cconbmy, and the only paflage in which I can trace

any analogy with Mr. Hunter, is in his difcrimina-
~tlon
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tion between the two fpecies of firft local infe&ion:
Here if I could fufpe&t him of any thing fo difinge-
nuous, I might fancy he had a confufed notion of
Mr. Hunter's opinions ; in endeavouring to trace
which he has fallen into an abfurdity one could
hardly fufpeét a man of common underftanding
could be guilty of. * In ninety-nine out of a
« hundred claps, perhaps, (fays he) there is no
¢ fuch thing as anulcer; but the dileale is merely
« a fuperficial eryfepelatous inflammation of the
« internal membrane of the urethra.*’ Now, if
the inflammation were eryfapelatous, it would be
extremely difficult to conceive how an ulcer could
be prevented, in ninety-nine cafes out of a hun- |
dred. The charafteriflic of the eryfapelatous

inflammation, next to its difpofition to {pread, is
vefication, The firft is quite contrary to the
gonorrhzal inflammation, which is ufually con-
fined to alpecific diftance from the orifice of the
urethra; and though the fecond is not a neceflary
attendant on eryfepelas, yet if the inflammaiion
were of that kind, ulceration from the broken
veficles would be a very frequent, inftcad of un-
common conlequence, To this pallage we have
a note, to teach us that the author’s friend, Dr.
Stoll, of Vienna, opened a perfon who died whilft
afflicted with blenorrhagia. Mr. Hunter, it is well

*Praftical Obfervations on the Venereal Difeale, by F.
Sdwediaur, third cdit, page 23, ; -

Kknown
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known, more than forty years ago, opened’ the
urethra of two meén who' were hanged under the
fame circumitances. '

« Byr’* continues Dr. Swediaur, * the reafofi
% why claps do not, like chancres, conftantly pro-
e duce lues, isthat moft of them, if not ill treated,
e excite only a' {uperficial inflammation in the in-
e ternal membrane of the ureihira, without'any
s ylceration. Hence abforption cannot eafily

se gake place, the poifon' being out of the cotrfe
o' of the circulation®*' 1t is not difficult to 'give

this or any other reafon to that part of the public
who never heard of abforbing veffels, 217 who
may perhaps fancy they are the {ame as th slbod
veflels, But ‘a medical man will afk"what' nccefs
fity there is that red blood fhould circulate T’ a
part, in order that abforption fhould take place.
He will alfo recolle&, that fo well'is the urethra
fupplied with abforbing veflels, thatin a healthy
ftate, almoft all the mucus that is fécreted, is ab-
furbca by them. . Dut this author, like other men
who reafon without faéls, is never at a lofs, and
furnifhes usin the next page with another and
flill more abfurd catfe, why lues fhould rarcly hap-
pen from blennorrhagia.  “ As long,” fays he,”
¢ 15 thismucus is fecreted in fuch abundance, the

* Id. page 26,

« poifon
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¢ pm['un is inveloped, the urethra deﬁ:nded and
“ thus the formation of ulcers effeftually prevent-
« ed ; but if either from the violence of the irrita-
““ tion, or from any other caufe, this fecretion is
¢ diminifhed, or if by improper injeftions the mu-
« cus be wafhed away, while fome of the poifon
“ remains ; I am of opinion from more than twenty
 inftances which occurred to me, that in nine {uch
% cafes out of ten, an excoriation or ulceration of
“ the urethra, and fubfequent pox will be as cer-
“ tainly the confequence as from venereal ulcers in
“ any other part of the body.””

Twue laft limb of this fenterice is ingenioufly
made up of two inferences; one of which would
be incontrovertible, if the other were proved ; fo
that, when both are put together, fome readers may
fancy them both eftablifhed. If we have venercal
ulcers in the uretlira, no éne can doubt but they
may as well infett the conftitution, as thofe of any
other part. The bufinefs, therefore, fhould be
to prove the exiltence of ulcers from the caufes
here affigned, and not by a firing of inferences,
. originating in an incomprehenfible notion of walh-
ing the mucus away from the poilon, to.lead us
to fuppofe every thing proved, when nothing is
ftated, If venereal u]LETs were to exilt but a
fhort time in the urethra, without being attended
to, they muft, as far as we can judge by analogy

O from
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from other parts, perforate that thin membrané,
and thus their exiftence would be eftablithed be-
yond difpute. But this error does not originate
in the prefent paflage. The reader has not for=
gotten Dr. Swediaur’s ingenious reafon, why
gonorrheea - rarely infetts the {yftem—Dbecaule,
¢ where there is no ulcer, the poifon is ouit of the
¢ circulation.”” If; therefore, the conflitution is
admitted ever to be infetled from gonorrheea, it be-~
came abfolutely neceflary fo fabricaie an ulcer for
that purpole, and the dottor, by the ftroke of a
pen, by developing the poifon, while he enveloped:
a little fentence in a long paragraph, has taken the
eafieft- method. of accomplifhing this neceflary

objeét.

Ir wé expc& any better information from com-
paring this hiftory of the difeale with the me-
thod of cure, we fhall find ourfelves equally
difappointed. Here we are told; ¢ fometimes
« the poifon feems to be of a more exalled
¢ ggrimony, or rather meets with conftitutions of
« 3 more irritable nature.’’ Is this ldofe manner
of writing at all confiftent with philofophy or com.-
mon, fenfe ? Can it be a matter of fuch indiffer-
ence, whether the caufe of this jrritation is from
the acrimony of the poifon, or the natuye of the
conftitution, as that the expreflions fhould be

fynonimous?  This is the lefs excufable, becaule
the
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‘the metkod of cure for the two is different; bark
and opium being advifed in one inftance, and the
procuring an increafed dilcharge in the other,

As unfatisfalory is the reafon given us why we
have ulcers'fo much more frequently in the glans
-penis,‘than in the urethra. < If,”” fays the author,
¢ there was the fame quantity of mucus between
¢¢ the prepuce and the glans, as there is in the cavity
¢“of the urethra, we 'fhould as {eldom meet with
“ ulcers there.””* But this is fo far from being
the true {tate of the cafe, that in fome countries
circumecifion has been found neceflary to prevent
“the: inconveniences arifing from the great quantity
of mucus colle&ted on the - glans, which even in
colder climates, is ofitentimes troublefome to men
who live chalte,

Arter fome further arguments to fhow that the
venereal virus may caufe blenorrhagia, we are next
led to what, if I underftand the author, he {eems to
confider as a difcovery of hisown.t < I proceed,’”
fays he, “ to the main point, viz. to prove that local
“ in{lammations of the urcthra, accompanied with
“ running, commonly called gonorrhaea, are not
“ always, either in men or women, of a venereal
¢ nature. This idea firlt occurred to me from hav-
* ing frequently obferved in {tone-horfes a running
“ of this kind;* and alfo “in dogsmore frequently.”’
* Swediaur, 27. t Id, 37.
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It is remarkable that this {ame obfervation oc<
curred to Dr. Bracken, about fixty years ago ;
and about the fame time to the venerable Daniel
Turner. ~Dr. Bracken, from obferving this dil-
charge in dogs and horfes, draws a conclufion,
that « gonorrheea, or the venereal difeafe,” as hie
ftyles it, < though fo terrible to London appren-
«¢ tices, that many of our profeffion live very com-
« fortably upon their gains from this fingle article,
« js more eafy of cure than drawing of teeth and
« cutting of corps.””®* Daniel Turner too, in the
fourth edition of his Syphilis, publifhed fixty years
ago, obferves, ¢ I well remember a lean cur, in

¢ the houfe I lived, that was always running after

« the falt and proud bitches in the ftreets; being
« frequently loft for a week together, would then
¢« come home with a dripping of purulent matter
«« from his penis, which fcemed alfo to be attended
“ with a flranguria, by his perpetual mifturitio,
« obfervable in lifting up his leg (as the manner of
« the creature is) againft the fteps or door, when he
« could do nothing, or only a few drops ; then pre-
« fently lying down again, he would gently howl
 for a few minutes, &c.T

Tuese extrafls, concerning poor unfortunate
falacious cursand frone horfes, fhow, that though Dr.
* Bracken’s Farriery, vol, 1.

_+ Syphilis, page 5. _
Swediaur
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Swediaur can trace the hiftory of his own ideas on
the fubjeft, he has not taken the trouble of tracing
the hiftory of the opinion. Without doubt we muft
admit his great accuracy in correfling, though
perhaps not the firdt time, the errors of thefe {ages,
But ftill it feems odd he fhould think it fo necef-
fary to prove, that in men a dilcharge from the
urethra, with inflammation, is not always venereal.
When did he ever fee a ftriGture without fuch a
difcharge ? Did he never read Tiffot? But even
his own remarks, extratted from Aftruc and
others, of the Appegalle and the brenning of the
pyntal, before the venereal was known ; or if thefe
authorities were doubtful, the running of the reins,
mentioned in the Levitical law, might have fatif-
fied his doubts, faved him much trouble, and a
painful operation, he thought it necefary to per-
form on himfelf. Every one who reads the de-
fcription of his fufferings on this occafion®* will
regret much his overfight, and will be ready to
excule the pique he fecms to feel at being fo little
regarded. ¢ Thele fatts,” fayshe,  which I donot

* ¢ Ir [a folution of cauftic alkali] occafioned a more {e-
vere pain than I ever remembered, yet I retained it for very
near the fpace of a minute ; when the pain became fo excru-
ciating, that I could bear it no longer. I therefore withdrew
tke fyringe.—I lay down on my fofa, and waited the ovent
with patience ; but {o violent was the pain, that it was near
a1 hour before I was able tomove.” Swed, Page 39.

O3 : ¢ recolleét
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« recolle& of having been aft certained by any wriief
¢« before or alter my publication, feem to me of
¢¢ great importance to mankind in general.®’ We
cannot therefore wonder, if the Jewiih legiflator
was fo attentive to them. T Wi

Avryn thefe remarks, which, the candid pratti-
tioner will allow are not only juft but obvious,

occur, in the {fpace of three or four pages. It

would be tedious to purfue the fubjeét through
the whole volume ; which, in almoft eveny part,
where the author undertakes. to aflign, caufes, 1s
hardly lefs exceptionable. In the beginning of
this work, 1 took notice of two other paflages whibh‘
mark the haftinefs of this writer, and: fhall ‘now
conclude, for the prefent, with his obfervations on
the nature: of the virus and its remedy. “ The
¢ {malleft particle of this poifon 1s fufficient to bring
«t on the moft violent diforder over the whole body.
« It feems to {pread and diffufe itfelf by a kind of
s¢ fermentation and affimilation of matter ;" and,
« Jike other contagionss it reqﬁi-re.a fome: time, after
« being applied to the human body, before it pro-
« duces that effeét. - Itisnot known whether it has
« different degrees of acrimony and volatility, or
« whether it is always the famein its nature, varying
« only withregard to the particular part to which 1t
~ % 1d, page 43 '

4 Sce Leviticus, chap. 15 and 22.
i teig
1
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*¢ is applied, or according to the different habit and
¥ conftitution, or particular idiofyncrafy of the per-
¢ fon who receives the infetion. We know that
¢ mercury pofleffes a certain and {pecific power of
“ deftroying the venereal virus: but we are quite
“ uncertain whetherit aéls by itsfedative, aftringent,
f¢ or evacuant quality ; or if not, perhaps rather by
¢ a chemical eleétive attration, whereby both fub-
# flancesuniting with one another, are changed into
¢ a third, which is no more hurtful, but has fome
* new properties entirely diftinét from thofe which
¢¢ any of them had before they were united.”*

Tur1s is driving poft hafte, it muft be acknow-
ledged; but I cannot help arrefting the reader to
alk if he knows quid vult aut num quid, this ¢ dif-
 fufing itfelf like a fermentation,”” thefe * de-
¥ grees of acrimony or volatility,” or whether ei-
ther of themexilt. Refpefling the fedative aftringent
or evacuant qualities of mercury, fome would wilh
to alk why other fedatives, aftringents, or evacuants
are not equally fuccelsful ; and laftly, as to chemi-
'g:al attrattion, ane fhould at lealt wonder if that
had any thing to do with the eure; why ever {o
large a quantity of mercury, when it does not pro-
duce a certain effeét on the conftitution, very dif-
ferent from either fedative or aftringent, or moft

* Swediaur, page 2,

O 4 other
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other evacuants is not cqually fucc&fsful n: fo,rmmg
thls innocent fe rfzwm gmd '

1 comk now to confider Mr. Hunler s treatlﬁ:
on this difeafe, which, while it contains every prac-
tical leffon, guards the reader againft all the objec-
tions that may be made agamﬂ the theory, and con-
tains no realoning but what is perfeéily confiltent
with the well known laws of the animal economy, is
}If:t for feveral reafons lefs popular than many Ii ghter
performances. As I before obferved, to compre-
hend the demonftration of a propofition* requires
a gr&étEr effort of the mind, than to admit what to
a fuperficial enquirer appears like the folution of
a difficulty. Thus, though nothing like fermenta-
tion has ever been traced in the living body, and
affimilation is only a name for a procefs which
ought to be defcribed,”yct too maﬁ}r readers will
prefer fueh a hafty manner of efcaping difficulties
to the laborious tafk of following a true philofo-
pher, while he traces thofe faéts, their feries and
order, by which, and by whmh ﬂnl}r we can clf:tt:&
“the law Lhat governs lhﬁﬂl. '

Aworuer great difadvantage in Mr. Hunter’s
book, is the aukwardnefs of his ftyle. From the
habit of reading little, and in {ome meafure from

- 5.1:;: p2ge 29.
' : pthe
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the neceflity of ufing a new language to explain
theories entirely new, his expreffions are often un=
intelligible to thofle who had not the advantage of
having heard his courfe of le@ures.  Of this it is
well known he was fo {enfiblé, as to requelt the al-
filtance of his friends before he offered fo large a
work to the public. It isa general remark, that
it is much eafier to write one’s felf than to correft
another. Had Mr. Hunter given his opinions to
either of his coadjutors, and requefted him to
prepare them for the world, there is no doubt but
we fhould have had a complete performance.  Ei-
ther of the gentlemen was more than equal to the
tafk, and one in particular has given the world ma-
ny proofs of the clofenefs of his reafoning and the
fluency and correétnefs of his ftyle. Butthis ftyle
¢ould never accommodate itfelf to the author’s, and
where the manner of reafoning was original, it
inight perhaps have ben better to have left the
node of exprefling it to the inventor. If the ob-
jett was to enable thofe to comprehend the book
who were ignorant of Mr. Hunter’s opinions, the
men feleéted fhould have been fuch as had been
lefs accuftomed to his converfation: we {hould
not then have had an introduétion of only feven
pages, in which it1s attempted to explain Mr. Hun-
ter’s peculiar opinions on the animal economy, as
referred to in the work. ~This fhort introduttion,
while it may be fufficient for thofe who know the

g opinions
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opinions before hand, is not only unequal to the
talk of explaining them to others, but from its bre.-
¥ity, cramps the author in many. paffages, by refuf-
ing him the full fcope of a language which only
could exprefs his fentiments. The confequence is,
obfcurity in many parts, much increaféd no doubt
by the different lights in which three mien, under
d:ffﬂrcnt impreflions, might yiew the fame paflage.

Bu the greatel inconvenience attending the
work is its fize. By including fuch a variety of
pratiical remarks, many of which are familiar to
every medical reader, the attention, which is apt
to be equally interefled by every part of a long
book, grows weary before it arrives at the molft
important paflages.  Hence, theories entirely new,
vet founded on the molt accurate obfervation; and
h}r which alone the phxznomena of the difeafe are
to baiaccounted for, are read with as much indif-
ference as recipes for a fwelled te{ilcle, or th'.:
manncr of treating a buho.

It is not ealy to determine what the opinions
entertained of the difcharge in. gonorrheea: were,
before the diffeétions made by Mr. Hunter in the
year 1753. The name gives us reafon to fuppofe
the ancients confidered it as the feminal liquor;
“and Aftruc, taking it for granted that fuch was the
cale, determines, that - the feat ﬂf the difeafe muﬂ;
. ok in
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in confequence. be in the veficule feminales, the
proftate and Cowper’s glands; another inftance of
the ]IlEQﬂVEnlﬂﬂCE arifing from ill defined terms."

In a tranflation of Encrhaave s Academical
Leﬁures on the Venereal Difeafe, by Mr. Wathen,
dated 1763, is a paffage which might lead us to
fuppofe Mr, Hunter’s difcovery as old as the time
of that profeffor. The words are, * Neither is it
¢ [gonorrheea] a natural fecretion, but a preterna-
¢ tural difcharge of a fingular kind, at firlt neither
«« excoriating noreroding the parts, for iz men who
« haye died fuddenly during this d;fnrdar, no ulcers
¢ were perceived on diffeélion.”

As Boerhaave died in the year 17309, it became
a2 matter ‘of hiftorical enquiry, when thefe pofthu-
mous leftures, of which I had only a tranflation,
were publifhed. © For this purpofe I applied to
Mr. Wathen, mentioning the objeét I had in
view. The prefent deranged ftate of his library
preventing his having ‘accefs to the original, he
very kindly fatisfied my enquiries as far as me-
mory could inftrué him'; the refult of which was,
that the date was very little antecedent to that of
bis tranflation. * But the refources I derived from
Dr. Sims’s colleftion, put the matter beyond all
doubt. * In an edition publifhed at Gottingen, in
the year 1751, (two }'ears before Mr. Hunter’s
! . - difcovery)
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difcovery) 1 find the ulcers of the urethra’
traced with an exaCtnefs which men ufually affume
when without the incumbrance of faés they de-
fcribe a creature of their own imagination.* If
there weré any reafon to fulpeét Boerhaave the
author of this work, fome apology might be ne-
ceflary for thus' treating fo refpeétable a name ;

“but the work'alluded to is printed after his death,

;nd has not even a name of any kind except the
bookfeller’s, to faniion or intreduce it to the -
world.

Tue pamphiet of Gataker, whom Mr. Hunter
accules of publifhing a faét difcovered by himfelfT
is now before me. Itis dated in the year 1754,
and written in an eafy eptﬁnlary ftyle, addrefled to
z young furgeon. After thowing the improbability
of fo much matter being furnifhed by an ulcer in

* Si dnveteraverit, fubltantia cellulofa femper lzfa erit.
E ea vero gonorrheea negln&a fupprefla, male tratata vitium
E:m:{:mum eft quod ex dilatatione rbeumal;;ca, ut refle: vocatur,
hoanrhma ﬁmphms wlcera in Immmts lacunarum ofculis
hazreant et ofculorum I:Drruphonu.mﬂ:ant ulcufeula, Duplex
eft ‘urethree membrana quorum ofcula inter duplicaturam
memhrana decurrunt; hiric viruslento gradu primam membra-
nam corrumpit donec fecunda quoque erofa lamella per cellu-
lofam urethree, fubflantiam fe diffundat et eam expandat.

H. Boerhaave Przl. Acadcm. d: L V. Gﬂl.l.mga: aput‘l
Schmidt. 1731, LXX.

4+ Hupter's Trcatile, p'lgf: 30.
s | the
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the urethra, he illuftrates the idea of mucus by the
increafed difcharge from the nofe in catarrh. The
internal membrane of the eye-lid is alfo {aid to have
frequently a purulent as well as watery difcharge
without ulceration, That the opinion was then
new is probable, by the anfwer publifhed the fol-
lowing year by ©“ George Key, furgeon, author of a
« Diflertation onthe Effefls of, Mcrcur}r on Hu-
 man Bodies inthe Cureof the Venereal D1feaﬁ:~
This performance bears no kind.of comparilon
with Gataker’s, in {tyle or argument, particularly
the former. But the principal hold the author has
of Gataker is in his illuftrations.  Had the latter
been ingenuous enough to acknowledge the fources
of his information, in the diflections, by Mr. Hun-
ter, he muft at once have filenced his antagonift,
by a fatt which could not be contradifted. But by
withholding this, and incumbering himfelf with the
term mucus for a fubftance which had all the pro-
perties of pus, he gives Key a double advantage
over him. Firft, it is infifted that the difcharge
from the nofe is in all refpeéts different from that of
the urethra ; that it is therefore unfair to form any
analogy between a difeafed part that affords a {ub-
ftance having all the properties of pus, and one
from which nothing butmucus ever flows. - That in
the eye-lid the cale 1s different, the thick matter
there found muft be admitted to have all the pro-
perties of true pus, and that whenever it appears,
an




206 | JOEN HUNTER.

an ulcer always attends it, Thata phyfician'whom
'11& well knew, (but whom he is of courfe undeér no
obligation to name, as Gataker’s authorities wers
mnamelefs) had opened the urcthra of feveral perfons
‘who died 'of fevers while under gnn-_:::rrlﬁ:ea, and
‘in‘all had found ulcers. Itis very remarkable how
ftrong the attachment remains through life to 'w;ir&s
and definitions.  In this inftance the matter from
the uréthra is allowed to have all the properties of
pus, and by moft authors it is called puralent. Dr.
Swedraur fancies himfelf extremely ingenious in
lcoining a'new word, puriform. The fame may be
{aid of the fiftula lachrymalis, the difeafe p_i*oh;'abij,f
referred to by Gataker and Key. The difcharge
from this was admitted to be pus, till it was dilco-
vered that no breach of the folids exifted, after
which it became mucus. Thus, as Mr. Foot ob-
ferves, the  definition of the difcharge proves the
« fafl ;> or, in ‘other words, we have no better
proof of the faél than our own definition. ‘But it
is the bufinefs of philofophy to admit no diftinttions
without real differences. The dilcharge from ul-
cers varies as much as that from the urethra, 1n co-
lour, confiftence, ‘and quantity, and under the
fame circumflances. When the inflammation is
great, the difcharge in each is thinner and in great-
er quantity : as the inflammation fubfides, and the

parts fhow a difpofition to return to their natural
' - ftate,
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ftate, the quantity leffens; it grows thicker, and
at length ceafes.

Tux irritation produced by the application of
venereal matter produces, like all other irritations,
increafed atlion in the neighbouring veffels.  If it
happens on a nen-fecreting {urface, or one covered
witha cuticle, the effect will ufually be a colleélion
of a thin fluid under the cuticle, forming a puftule.
1f this refts any time the confequence will be a loly
of fubflance underneath, from the prefiure of the
fluid, and'when the cuticle breaks an ulcer appears.
But if the matter is applied to a fecjeting furface
without a cuticle, or where the cuticle is o thin as
to make no refiftance, an increaled and altered fe-
cretion follows.  One fhould fufpe& this would
oftener be the cale on the glans ; but here the cu-
ticle is fomewhat thicker, by which means a flujd
is colleéted under it, a puftule produced, and & con-
fequent ulcer or chancre formed,

It is probable the fame variety of confequences
follow when variolous or the matter of other mor-
bid poifons is applied to, or affefls fecreting, or
non-fecreting furfaces. We well know in the -
fmall-pox cfuptiun, inltead of puftulesin the mouth,
we have commmonly a falivation, and Dr. Mead
tells us of a female convit, to whom he applied
variolous pus, afier the Chinefe manner, up the

noftrils,
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noltrils. This girl had the fever and crupunn,
like the other conviéls who were 1nuculatﬂd in the
ufual way, ¢ but {uffered much more than the reft,
« being immediately after the poifon was applied,
<« miferably tormented with fharp pains in her head,

¢ and afever, which never left her till the eruptions
L appeared Here we find fymptoms in many
refpetls different, from the d1fFerc:nt ftruture and
funélion of the parts; viz. pain coming ort im-
mcdldtel}r on the application of the pus, and no
account of a puftule on the part inoculated. 1
have not, however, been able to trace in a fingle
author this caule of the different appearances of the
(iifeal‘e from the nature of the parts before Mr.
Hunter’s time, if we except Dr. Swediaur, and
how far he can be faid to have fucceeded, I leave
the reader to judge:

- Buwr, timi:gh this is a means of aflcertaining
the manner 'in which the fame irritation may
produce two different effeéts, it does not determine
that the two difeales are the fame, I fhall not reca-
pitulate all Mr. Hunter’s arguments on the fubjeét, -

* For this experiment we arc indcbted to Dr. Mead,
It feems to have made no part of the arlgmal intention of the
legiflature, and was not attended to by Maitland, who pub-
lifhed an authenticated account of the other fix criminals, on
whom the prattice was tried, See Mead on the Small-poxs
page 83.

till
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till I come to confider Mr. Bell’s objetiions.  Nor
is it neceffary to fay more than what I have anti-
cipated on the pature of the venereal poifon, and
the ‘manher in which it produces its effefts: let
me only in general obferve, that all the arguments
are drawn from thofe aftions we fee conftantly
going forward it the animal ceconomy; and al-
though the caufe of thefe is beyond our refearches,
we can trace the laws by which many of them are
governed ; the caufes that impede, and the means
of reftoring them. : '

R

From this manner of explaining the: difference
between the two difeafes, it at once appears why
gonorrheea fhould cure itfelf, and chancre require
the afliftance of art. In the former cafe an irri-
tation is excited, which, producing no alteration
in the ftruture of the parts, will gradually fub-
fide, as they become familiar with, and infenfible
to, the irritating caufe. ~ The mode and time of
this muf, however, ‘depend on the irritability of
the conflitution, and its fuflceptibility of the virus.
Thus it is ufually obferved to be the moft violent
the firlt time, or when the parts are the moft ful-
ceptible of the irritation from being unaccuf-
tomed to i, Blit in chancre the cale is different ;
a‘breach ‘is” made'in the {ohid parts, which cannot
be healed, while the venereal aflion remains.

The property of this attion is to produce other
P venereal
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venereal matter, which irritates the fides of the
ulcer, and produces ‘the fame aftion’' on iparts
not before irritated. -~ Hence: the fpread 'of ‘the
ulcer, till the application of fuch a remedy, as by
producing a new irritation alters the venereal ac=
tion.  But this new irritation arifing from mer-
cury is different from the former, in the very
circamfitance that renders the venereal permanent;.
namely, that the irritation is kept up by a fubftance
which no aétion of the veflels can generate: But
this has been already taken notice of, when the,
attions induced by mercury was confidered.

Tuoven Mr. Hunter does not exprefsly re=
mark that chancre heals without granulation, yet
we may, I think, without ftraining his language;
infer, that he had obferved what I have ftated as
the law in morbid poifons, viz. that when alofs
of {ubftance is induced, the parts are fkinned over,
without granulation ; orif the granulating procefs
i1s attempted, that it is invariably unfuccefsful,
His words are; * Chancres, after having their
‘“ vencreal taint correfted often become fta-
¢ tionary—when they become ftationary only,
“ they may often be cured by touching them
“ flightly with lunar cauftic. They feem to re=

- quire that the {urface which had been conta=
¢ minated, or the new Slefb which grew upon that
“ furface fhould be either deftroyed or altered before

“it can cicatrize; and it i§ furprifing often how
« faft
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« faft they will heal after being touched, and pro-
¢ bably, once or twice may be fufficient.’t*. 1 Tis
curious to-obferve the caution of this accurate
obferver i As if not having perfeftly made up his
mind on the fubjeét, but fatisfied that the ncw
Tubftance could not be called granulation, we find
him fpeaking of it under the general terms of new
flefh, but fuch: as could not cicatrife. ~With the
fame circumipettion we fhall find him: deferibing
the more! comimon mode;in which chanecres heal.
« ' When the fore has put on a healthy look, when
« the hard bafis is become ' {oft, and it'has feenned
«“ over kindly, it may be looked upon as cured.”’
““ But, in: very lange chancres, it ‘may not always
«.be neceflary to continuc the application of mer-
« cury till the fore is healed : for the venecreal
«;aftion is  jult as foon deftroyed in ‘a large
¢ chancre, as in a fmall one ; for every part of the
« chancre; being - equally affetted by mercury,
¢ is equally eafily. cured.  But the jhinning is
s« different ; fora large fore is]longer in fhinning
<« than a fmaller one. A large chancre, there-
« fore, may be deprived of its vencreal atlion long
« before it is finned over; but a fmall one ‘may
1

-

probably fkin over before the venereal attion is
«« entirely fubdued. 't Here,; though the precife

+ Haunter's Treatife, page 2g1.
+-1d. =40:
P2 manner
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manner in which chancres heal, is not exprefsly
pointed out; yet it muft occur to every reader,
that in defcribing the more common mode of heal-
ing, the terms granulation and cicatrization are
cautioufly avoided, and nothing is fpoken of but
{kinning. X

I mave already remarked, that to Mr. Hunter
we owe the well-founded obfervation that fecondary
or conftitutional {ymptoms will yield earlier to mer-
cury than primary ones or chancres.* = But what
we are moft of all indebted to him for, is the in-
duftry and accuracy with which he has traced the
Laws of the poifony and its remedy throughout
all their {tages local and conftitutional. ~ It'is hard-
ly credible how entirely thefe laws were overlook-
ed till he undertook to inform the world. That
the conftitution was fometimes infefted was well
known, but this had produced no other reafoning,
than that fufficient mercury had not been exhi-
bited to eradicate fome latent particles. Yet it
could not but occur to every praélitioner, that no
quantity of mercury had in fome inftances been
fufhcient to prevent the re-appearance of the difeafe,
while in others, nothing of the kind had happened,
though the {uppofed imprudence of the patient had

* A lues venerea fliall in many cafes be perfeftly cured
before chancres have made the leaft change, Id, page 227,

prevented
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prevented the continuance of the remedy as foon
as the firlt fymptoms had yielded toit. It will,
however, be found, that every author of eftablifhed
reputation, has in fome way admitted the difficulty
of afcertaining when the difeafe is fubdued : and
if each had not unfortunately attempted to account
for, before he traced the faé with philofophical ex-
aftnefs, it would not have remained for Mr. Hun-
ter to confer this obligation on mankind.

Horrman hasleft nothing exprelsly on the dif-
eafe, but in feveral parts of his works we can fee
the very confufed idea he entertained ofit. Inhis
experiments on mineral waters, as quoted by Dr.
Swan, he imputes its return after being apparently
fubdued, to certain impurities in the blood, which
are to be difcharged by the glands of the {Kin.
« We could,” fays he, “ produce numerous inftan-
« ces, where, after mercurial falivations, the {fymp-
¢ toms have abated for a feafon, but after a while
¢« peturncd with greater violence, becaule the taint
« was not difcharged ; but part remaining behind,
« gradually prevailed and acquired frefh force :
“ But by nearly the fame courfe of mercunals, and
¢ drying decotlions, together with a proper ufe of
"« warm bathing, the cure has been completed, and
¢ the virulent matter difcharged from its innermolt
¢ feat of the nervous parts.”* We fhall hereafter

* Swan’s Sydegham, page 321, nofe, fecond edition.

Pogs confider
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confider whether this fecond uie.of mercury, after
the. fymiptoms fhowed themfelves, - would: not: have
beenfufficient without the aflilance of bathing.. .,
Hynifl aor[s ¢l b p retr gertobioepd Lamiser it

‘1t-is much to be regretted that Sydenham, to
whofe accuracy we owe fo much in other difeafes,
fhould haye been fo concife on this Probably he
had not the fame opportunities of tracing its various
ftages. We canonly collett from him that the dif-
temper was too ftubborn for the phyficians of this
country, which he imputes: to the thicknefs of our
atmofphere. But whether in this inftance he fpoke
of the difficulty of curing the difeafe when it fhowed
itfelf, or of preventing its return, does not appear
with certainty. ’ . :

Troucu the leQures I have referred to, have
{o little title to be confidered as Boerhaave’s, they
have preferved one part of his theory, namely, that
the feat of the difeafe is in the fat, the whole of
which muft be diffolved before the: patient can be
cured.* Even then the author conceives it may
Jurk in the bones, from which mercury will be un~
able to diflodge it, for wantof having that free cir-
culation through them swhich the loofer texture of
the cellular membrane admits. : He therefore con-
ceives, that though mercury may occupy the cells

5 Prefatio ad Luifini Aphredifiacum, L, B, 1728,

empticd
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émpticd by the corruption of the cancellous and
medullary fat, it will be neceflary to ufe other re-
medies to expel the virus entirely. . That this is
his meaning is evident, by comparing the begin-
ning of his preface to Luifinus’s colletion, with the
paffage quoted by Aftruc. - In the introdutiory
part he acknowledges, that the moft experienced
phyficians in all other difeafes arc mere tyros in
this, and reproaches himfelf and them with the re.
appearance of the difeafe in thethroat, palate, nole,
&c. after they conceived the virus conquered ;
confefling  that they not only knew not when
they were to expett [uch milchief, but how to pre-
vent it,

AsTruc, in his remarks on one of thefe paflages,
kas no difficulty in fhowing that Boerhaave was
miftaken in fuppofing mercury could not cure the
difeale in the bones. But for want of completely
feeing the intention of the author, he confutes the
theory, without attempting to remove the difficulty.
Boerbaave’s objett was, to account for the difeale
appearing in the bones after it had been cured in
the {ofter and mare fanguiferous parts. By a mer-
curial friétion he found, that he cured all ithe ve-
nereal blotches and ulcers that appeared, and
prevented the return of the difeale in thefe parts,
but not in the bones. Hence he conceived,
that mercury would cure not only the apparent
but the Jatent miflchief in the cellular membrane,

- B4 bt
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but notin the bohes. Dhat fuch was his idea will
appear mote: obvioufly:when werattend to the: dif-
tinflion. Hé mdkes between s ety domimantem:; et
mala venerea qua latiiant. . Comparing: the ment=
branous [trufture of the urethra, onaccount of the
fmall quantity of red blood. that circulates throngh
it; to the bones, he [ays mercury willnbt:cure igo:
norrheea, though it pérfectly luem do tempore domii=
nantem tollat. Such being ‘thelcafe withithe pri-
dominant ftage of thedileafe, he infers the fame may
happen with the latent, ‘that is, that though it may
lurk in every part of the ‘cellular’ membrane,
while it appears only partially, yet ‘mercury will
entirely expel it, except in the bones, for the rea=
fon above mentioned. Unfatisfattory as this rea-
{oning may be, we may collett the {ollowing re-
marks from it : Firflt, That Boerhaave made a juft
diftinétion between the latent and the apparent dif-
eafe, and even admitted the poffibility of the one re-
quiring a different treatment from the other : next,
That he had difcovered that the difeafe, when cured
in the {kin, never returned to it'without a frefh in-
fettion; but that there'wasmno certainty it might

not fhow itfelf in the bones, the frequent occur-

rence of which induced him to look for other reme-
dies befides' mercury. However unneceffary this
reafoning may be, it is a firong proof of the clofe-
nefs of his obfervations, and his defire to be fer-
viceable in the profeflion he was engaged in.
AsTrUE
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- Asreue fapdies e bhas removed all thefe diff-
culties, by proving et mercury will cure toe il
cale i the bones, as well a8 in other parts, But
he is ot aware that Boerhaave's entor is 1o be trac.
ed further back ; and we fhall prefendy find duat
when Afirue aempts himle)f 0 accoupt for
the re-appearance of the dileale, bis theory is ot
more fausdatiory than the former, He firlt proves
it comor be accounted for by fuppofing the
poion depofived in cenain olls; but conceives it
may be readily explained by the manner in which
the blood and humours are repewed, % Hence,”
fays he, “ the poilon admised may be fometises
“ by degrees increaled 2nd multiplied, 20d (ome.-
“ times by degrees decreale and diappesr, and
“ fomesimes keep fuch an even tenor, as conflant.
“ Jy w be renewed in the fane degree,”

“ Bur 1o this purpole it is requibite that the

“ poifon, which is admiued or left bebind, fhould

“ hold fuch mealures in quantivy and force, and

“ the blood likewile keep fuch a temper in gua-

“ lity, and the manner of s generation, as to

“ permit 2 renewal of the poilon, but fuch 2 re-

- ¢ pewal as is conflantly one and the fame, with.
~ * out addition or diminution. For otherwile, if
“ the quality of the blood be vitiated by a fever,

“ or any adventitious difcale, if by errors in diet,

“ unmoderate waichfulnels, drunkepnels, &c.

“ then




hﬂ TURLNERs

« then by ther fame means as the.blood departs
| _frpm ‘its natural .difpofition, -the -before - latent
¢ poilon will prefently gain ground, both in quan-
« tity and firength, be reftored to its natural
« fiercenefs, ‘and, like another' Pandora’s ibox
<« opened, bring ona terrible troop of grievous
6 {}-mptams, which will end in a manifell st,’?"-'.,.

Tnﬂuuzr tlus tht:ur}f cannot be fa,usfaé'l.orj,r m
:m}r reader of the prefent daj,?, yet it cartamly re-
dc-unds much to the credit of this as well as thc
furmﬁr aut’hur, that he acknuwladgcﬁ 111n1fL,f “1-
capable qf kpowin g, whcn to chcEf the re- appcar-
ance nl’ Lhe dlﬁ.:afe, Gr how tu prevant 1t.

D a1 Turner, who, like a modern exhibitor,
alwaysappears in the charaéter of a divine and moral
philofopher; ‘as well ‘as-a phyfician, acknowledge:
the great difficulty of afcertaining when a perf::un is
cured.  “Nor,” f‘a}rs he, “ can any man have any
« other fecurity than the abfence of all the fymp-=
<« toms, whmh contin uing thrmlgh a double fol-
« ftice, it is to be hoped he will hear no more
¢« thereof.” He cnncludes, therefore, with ad-
vifing men to chaltity, in the words of a royal apo-
theg maﬁrﬂ as the only certain preventive of a dil-
cale, the cure Df' which 1 is fo uncertain.

CHAPMAN gets rid of the queltion like too ma-
py other writers, by afcribing the {econdary lymp-

% Barrowby’s Tranflation, vol, 1. page 159
toms




CHAPMAN? 210

toms to the negle&t orill treatment of the primary
ones, without attempting to teach us how we are to
prevent them. Ofall the arts of medical quackery,
this is. the moft difgraceful.  If indeed there were
a fingle pathological fatk that could be brought to
mathematical precifion, there might be fome apo-
logy for this ealy method of reducing things to a
certainty, or reafoning upon them as fuch. But
left my reader fhould think me too {ecvere on one
no longer able to defend himfelf; let me tranfcribe
his own.words. ¢ A virulent gonorrheea, taken in
¢ iime, and properly treaied, mever degenerates
¢ into a confirmed lues, fo long as the running
« continues to flow freely, neverthelefs it muft be
« obferved, that how copious foever the diicharge
¢« may be, if the diforder be totally negletted,
« mothing can hinder fome portions of theinfettious
« particles from being taken up by the abforbent
« lymphatics, and conveyed into the blood."

D r. Swediaur, after exhibiting one of hisufual flou-
rifhes, concludes with acknowledging his incapacity
to determine when' the lues is radically exterminated.
« To know whether the lues is radically extermi-
« nated, is a nice point of prattical judgement : and
« if Ifay that from a careleflnefs on the part of the
¢ patient, or from want of knowledge on the part
« of the praélitioner with regard to this point, a
¢ great many patients are unhappy and fufferers,
* Chapman’s Treatifcon the Venereal Difeafe, p.212. & Seq.

« T ad-
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¢ I adyande nothing but what we feedaily con-
« fumed: ~If we were in pofleflion of a remedy,
¢« which' having the power of rendering the leaft
«particle of the véneréal virus concealed in the
““'bedy aétive, andthusenable us to difcover its
« prefence, in like manner as the loadftone difco-
« yers the prefence of ‘iron, there would be no-
«¢ thing neceffary but to adminifter that remedy the
“ mofrent we think the patient had taken mercury:
«enough. I have made {ome experiments on this
¢ f{ubjett; butthe number of fafts are not yet fuf-
« ficient to enable me to form a conelufion.””

“Wien we hear of radical extermination, T wifh'
not to be accufled of a ulelefs fcrupulofity in afking
what we mean by the 700 of the difcafe. = It may
beanfwered, that though the root of a difeafe is
merely a metaphor, it is what every body well
underflands. I anfwer, itis what nobody under-
ftands, and the metaphor, whether it leads us aftray
or not, at leaft fuperfedes our enquiry. We have
got an expreflion which ferves our purpole, and
we fancy that we have defcribed a thing as it is.
But the author proceeds by another metaphor, of
the magnet, to acknowledge, that no means has
hitherto been difcovered of knowing when a pa-
tient is free from fyphilis, and concludes with ob-
ferving, that he has made fome experiments on
the fubjeét. Now, what is meant by experiments

* Swediaur, page 169.
< here ?
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here ?  If he had acknowledged, that in fpite of
the clofelt oblervation of the phenomena of thofe
cafes ‘which had come before him, he was fill
unable to determine when he might alcertain that
a' patient is free from fyphilis, we fhould have
underftood him, and the enquiry would ftill have
been open. But it will be faid, Dr. Swediaur
admits this. 1 acknowledge he does; but it is in
{fuch a manner as fhows he had not arranged his
own ideas before he gave them to the public; and
that this was the cafe, appears by another and fimilar
paffage.* < As foon as the mercury affeéts the
¢ mouth, we are fure of the moft effential point,
“ viz. of its having entered the mafs, which, as was
“ before obferved, is a point abfolutely neceflary
“for eradicatingl the] poifon.—< Of its having
“entered the mafs.”  « If that were the point
to be afcertained, we need only obferve, whether
it is abforbed during friction, or in giving it by the
mouth, whether ‘it runs off by ftool; and if the
bufinefs were to deftroy the root of the difeale,
and mereury had that property, its entering the
mals would be fuflicient. But the author is well
aware this is not enough, for we find him, imme-
diately after, ufing a different language. « The
“ difappearing of internal venereal fymptoms, and
“more [o that of external ones, is another not un-
“ equivocal fign that mercury has exerted its aflion
“ on the venereal virus. If venereal ulcers, which
* Id, page 167.

 arofa
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i « arole from an infefled mafs, begin to mend or
< heal ; if pains or tophus’s of the bones begin to
« difappear, &c. under the ufe of mercury, we
« are fure of its having entered the mafls, and
<« removed the, effets of the venereal poifon, but
« we are not fure of its having eradicated entirely
« all the poifon in the body.””  In thefe two len-
tences mercury is faid firlt to. have exerted its
effetts on the venereal vituss femndl}r,'.tu'ha:vﬂ
removed the effefts of the wenereal ~virus; and
thirdly; to a&t by rooting the. poifon.out of the body.
_And,all this the confequence of the firlt error, viz.

alcribing that to the attion of mercury on the poz- I
jﬁm,_which ought to be afcribed to its ation on the
conftitution..  But all my prelent bufinefs is to
{how that though Dr. Swediaur conceives it poffible,
by along-continued ufe of mercury, to eradicatethe
difeafe, as he calls it, or to prevent  the re-appear-
ance of f{ymptoms after they have been {ub-
dued ; yet he acknowledges all his oblervations
on the fubje€t have hitherto proved unfatisfatlory.
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Mr. Moore, haying fewer {cruples, is much
more decided in his language, but not in the
jealt . more accurate in the arrangement of his

¢ ideas. © It appears to me,” fays he, ¢ that the
« few cales where the venereal difeale returns,

« after a thorough courle of mercury, may
“ be
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¥« be accounted for in-a much more natural manier,
e namely, that “thé “miercury” was® flopped beforé
scall the virus was thrown out of the excretories,
“ which it would certainly have been, and the dif~
«<eale quite “extirpated, if the 'medicine had been
¢ continued longer.”*  'This mode of reducing
things to “a certainty, is certainly very agréeablé
to thofe who are not fond of clofe reafoning. Such
may fancy they can form an idea of virus circulat=
iig and remaining attive for any indefinite timé,
As to the extirpation of the difeafe, it is only ano=
ther branch of the eradicating and exterminating
theory. . £ |

I Mr: ]eﬂ"e Foot, whom I fhall hereafter have
occafion ‘to ‘confider more particularly, obferves,
< that if’ he knew, ‘or could by any divine intuition
“know, of a venereal difpofition being formed,
“he could deftroy it by mercury.”” This is admit=
mg all that any one can defire, viz. that the difeale
tnay appear after he conceives it cured; fo that he
knows not how to alcertain when the patient is {afe.
But, by his le€tures, publifhed a few years after,
it appears that be has been favoured with ks di-
vine intutéion.  His language 1s a little confuled;
but if 1 underftand him, his obje&t is to teach us
when the conftitution is fafe.  «* If” fays he, ¢ by
““embracing the part which was the feat of the

* Effay on Mat, Med, page 273,

¢ chancre,
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<« chanere, the appearance be thin, fo that the fin=
& ger and thumb do almoft meet, the cure may then
| & be concluded to be perfeét s butif a hardnefsand

| «.thicknefs remain, altheugh it be healed, and if
(! ¢ there be a fcale upon thepart where the chancre
i « wasy then the cafe muft be deemed as not cured,
it « andas requiring much more to be done forit.
i « This obfervation cannot be too clolely attended
s to ; for, depend upon: it; a chancre will fome-
¢ (imes heal, and yet the virus will not-be extin-
« guifhed. It muft always be remembered; that
s the conftitution may be hereafter infeéted, in
« confequence of ‘that original inattention and el-
« cape of that original infeftion”into the confti-
« tation.””*—In a  future: edition, fperhapss « Mz.
Foot may explain: his. meaning ; but, at preflent,
like other recent divine intuitions,there 18, 2 MixX»
ture of myftery in this bufinefs infcrutable to pro-

fane readers.
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. Ma _B;:]l 1-135' ﬁnt thought .t!lxis p‘::;:.g'li';ﬁ_lﬁ;’y dl-qr_f
the difeale worth his notice. .
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IT may be fﬁid, that as it is well known mer-
feale, it is of little confequence to
it is by eradication, or by what
fwer, if this were uniformly the
cale in every inftance, there might be fome apology
for fuch indolence. Butitmay be fairly traced from
nowledgment of every writer, and every can-
* ],cltures, page 418- S
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did praftitioner will admit, that the difeale does
fometimes fhow itlelf a fecond, and even a third
time, though in a different form, after the moft
careful exhibition of mercury : it furely then be-
comes us to trace the progrefs of the difeafe and
remedy. By fuch means only can we expeét to
correét our praétice fo as to prevent the re-appear-
ance of the difeafe ; or if that cannot be done, to
regulate our treatment according to laws which
can only be deteéted by tracing the attions induced
by the virus and its antidote. It is the neglett
of this that has led us to talk of the poifon floating
in the blood for years, and then fhowing itfelf, as
it were by aceident. Though nothing can be
more abfurd than fuch an idea, to thole who know
that the blood, juices, and even the folids, are in
a perpetual ftate of renewal; and alfo that the
moft deleterious fubftances may, by conftant ap-
plication, be familiarifed to the conftitution:
é.ret either this muft be admitted, or that during
the exiftence of the firft local difeafe, fome parts
were poiloned from the matter abforbed, and did
not fhow the difeafe till afterwards.

Turs faft is analogous to what is obferved of
other morbid poifons, which require a certain time
after the application of infettious matter before the
aftion excited by them can take place. The en-
quiry then will be=Why were thefe parts not

Q cured
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cured with the firlt, which bad been longeft infect-
ed; and whether an additional quantity of mercu-
ry, given before the appearance of f{econdary
fymptoms, would have prevented them?

It cannotbe fill neceffary to remark; that many
of our phyfiological errors arife from . the loofe-
nels or ﬁgurauve flyle of our languagﬂ We taik
of the extirpation, extermination, and eradxcalmu
of a poifon, till atlaft we reafon upon it asif there.
were really mms which we wereto deﬂm}r, or at
lealt a certain quantity of fome fubftance, whlch
we have the power of difcharging from the fyfem.
But what are the proofsof it? 1f the operation
of mercury were to difcharge the virus from the
body, and fecondary {ymptows arofe from particles
of virus, which gradually muliiplied till the difeale
becomes apparent, the inference muft be, that
thefe particles will be with greater difficulty dif-
chmged or the difeafe be with greater dtﬁculty
¢radicated, in proportion as a part has been long-
eft under its influence. Hence we fhould con-
;.lud-::, that the quantity of mercury fufficient to
cure the primary {ymptoms would be mote than
fufficient to difcharge the virus depofited in patts
fo flightly infeéted as not to have fhown the difeafe.
But the concurrent teftimony of the beft authors. X
gocs to prave, firlt, That the highelt degree of

mercurial irritation, or ﬂm f..lllcﬁ. exhibition of
' lhat
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¢hat remedy, is ne certain fecurity againft the fe-
condary {ymptoms of the difeafe. . Secondly, Thefe
fecondary {ymptoms appear not in the genitals,
the parts firft infeéled, but on the fkin, threat, or
bones, where particles of yirus muft have been
depofited later than on the genitals, and from
which they fhould confequently be more readily
removed. = Thirdly, when the difeale does appear
in its fecondary ftage, it is more readily cured than
the primary ones were; or if the two forms of the
dileale are prelent togethes, the {econdary {ymp-
toms yield earlier to, mercury than primary ones.*
"The firft and fecond of thefe propofitions are: ad-
mitted by all authors; if the third is not taken
- notice of by .any one but Mr. Hunter, it arifes
from the very high degree of mercurial irritation
which it has been thought neceflary to excite, in
order to extirpate the difeale after its fecond ap-
pearance.  The faél, however, has been traced
in the fecondary fymptoms of fome other morbid
poifons, and is not lefs certain in the venereal.
But without infilting on this for the prefent, we
may, from the firlt and {econd propofitions, draw
the following inferences: Firlt, That mercury
cures every form of the dileale obvious to our
fenfes ; Secondly, That it does not always prevent

* In this ftatement it is hardly neceffary to fay, the bones,
from the flownels of all their aftions, cannot be included,

Q 2 the
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the difeafe appearing in a part; which it readily
cures wﬁen the difeafed aEliﬂn fhows itfelf, *

Hence we may conclude, that mercury wilt
cure thofe fymptoms which it will not' prévent, or
that the difeafe muft have made a certain progrefs
before the remedy will cure it.—I fhall now en-
deayour to fhew that this property of mercury may
be traced in the cure of other difeafes arifing from
morbid poifons, ancl. that mercury is not the only
remedy that wﬂl’ prev&nt the return of a difeafe
which it w;il cure when it does return. - When
we take a view of thofe morbid poifons whofe laws
we are acquainted wuh,.we fhall not find ‘any of

- them exaftly fimilar to the venereal s moft of them

produce a paroxyfm of fever, which, if the con-
flitution can ftruggle thmugh fubfides of itlelf,
and all the fymptoms with it.  We have, however,
traced fome poifons which have many fymptoms
very fimilar to the venereal, and which yield to
mercury precifely in the manner I bave de-
feribed' the latter.  But none of thefe occur fre-
quently enough to be accurately traced, except
yaws. This is a difeafe arifing from a morbid
poifon, the effeéts of which gradually fubfide; but
mereury produces a confiderable effeét onit,  If
given in any ftage it will often fufpend the difeafe;

and if its exhibition is delayed till the difeafe has
frﬂdﬂﬂ:d its full cffe& it wﬂl faclhtate and haften

iy
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its cure. ' ¢ If you falivate your patient before tha
“ yaws are at their height,” fays the author quoted
above, % the belt that you can expeét is, their:
““ appearing again foon after the falivation is over,#
By this it appears that mercury will fufpend the
attion of the difeafe at any time; but that it will
not cure it till itisarrived at a certain flage.  This
is'analogous in many refpe@s to what is well known
of the venereal. The fecondary fymptoms never
appear while the ‘conflitution is under the mercu-
rial ‘irritation.  They are, however, only fuf-
pended ; for, if the parts are contaminated, foon
after the mercurial irritation is over the difeafe
will appear, ‘and in this ftage it will readily yield
to mercury. '

Tae intermittent fever is the effefl of a pOi=
fon of fome kind, though it does not produce
any vifible ation but on the whole conftitu-
tion. Bark is its well known remedy. But it is
not yet a determined point, that it will prevent the
atiion, after the dilpofition is given.t Before the

| . - ague
* Ed. Med. Effays, vol. vi, p. 319, Edit. 1771,

+ A Ipace’ of time intervenes, various indeed, an:cur'ding
to ciroumitances, but always fuch as gives room to believe
that the caule requiresy and aftually undergoesamodification,
before it 1s capable of producing a fever oy a paroxylm of a
fever. The circumflances connefled with the approach of
fevers, particularly the caule of the difeafe, fo far from pro-
ducing the fever immediately when applied to the body,
often lurks for a confiderable time in the canﬁitu.lian, with-

Q3 out
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ague {hows itfelf by are gular fit, we have frequenﬂy
anomalous {ymptoms, ander which, it is thought
by fome not Advifable to begin the bark; but if it
is begun, we do not prevent the ague; the molt
we can do is to render the paroxyfm more regular.
At this time we may fay, the ague is formed, or
¢ s aflion has begun ; and 1n this ftate the bark wilk
cure it. But if the ague has been of long con-
tinuanee, the difpofition 1s more fixed; and though
the attion nfay be ftopped, the difpofition will re-
main s and ufually’ on the cighth or tenth day,
after being :ap.pa-renﬂy cured, commence 1ts aftion
with as much regularity as before. To prevent
this the mot experienced prattitioners find it ad-
vifable, after continuitrg the bark previous to the
period of two fucceeding paroxyfms, to intermit

the ufe of it for four or five days.* This brings
them

out perceptibly Injuring th¢ ordinary altions of life. Some=
times it gives rife to aficftions which are apparently very
different from their nature. ‘Fhus a perfon often languithes
for days, wecks, or even longer. The indifpofition fud-
denly vanifhes, and the apparent recovery from health is

foon followed by a parexy(m of regular fever,
Jack{on on the Fevers of Jamaica, p. 134-

BrLeepine was eften found ufeful in particular cafes—1lt
fecmed pot to be without offeft in removing 2 certain ftate
of the fyftem which refifted the fuccelsful operatioh of the

bark. 1d. Page g14.
% Tais batk 1s to be continued during the time the fub-

{equent paroxylm fhould have continued, and then is to
be
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them exaftly to the time above mentioned. By
this intermiffion not only is the patient relieved
of fwallowing what would be ufelels in the in-
termediate time, but the conftitution 1s rendered
more fufceptible of the effeéts of the bark. The
quantity taken at this latter period-feldom fails to
prevent the paroxyfm; whereas the fame and much
more, taken {ix days earlier, would have produced
no effe&t whatever, This is the ufual courfe of
intermittents in Great Britain ; but I need not add
there is an endlels variety of them. In warm cli-
mates the difpofition is fometimes fo {trong, that
bark will only cure or fulpend the action till a
change of feafon removes the difpofition. Dr.
Jackfon, the elegant writer and accurate obferver
above alluded to, makes this remark of the inter-

mittents of America.

“ It is univerfally known, that the powers of
“ bark feldom fail in the cure of intermitting fe-
“ vers, when given in futhcient quantity ; yet I
“ mufl alfo obferve, that its virtues do not extend
« farther than to a temporary fufpenfion of the

be repeated in the fame quantity and manner, efpecially if
any ['}rm:ﬁtc-:ns of the fit fhould have recurred, Pru'i.-‘idq:d that
the paroxy{m has been greatly leflened. The fame meafures
sre to be purfued in the third period. Afterwards the me-
dicine is to be omitted for four or five days, and then re-
peated for pwenty-four hours,~—5ce alfo Dr, Jackfon.
paroxyfms
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« paroxyfms." That bark does not eliminate or
“ deftroy the aftual caufe of the difeafe, appears
« plainly from this fa€t, that relapfes are frequently

4 the confequences of thofe circumitances which

¢t occafion debility, or which counteraét the effeéls
¢ of this tonic remedy. To which we may add,
« that though relapfes are often of a differenl iype
« from the original fever; yet as they generally
« happen on an even'day frem the fuppreflion of
“ the paroxyfm, there would be little room to doubt

.« that the old complaint again refumes its courle,

« though it/probably in/the mean time lofes feveral
« of its original fymptoms. Itdsa falt likewifle
« which we ought not to omit mentioning, but
¢ which in general does not feem to be much at-
« tended to, that fome periods are more remarka-
« ble' for the relapfe of intermitting fevers than

.- others. 17 obferved before, that relapfes, almoft

« conftantly happenkd on the even days, I now
« add, that the moft remarkable of. thele daysare
5t the fixth, eighth, twelfth, fourteenth, twentigth,
¢ pwenty-fecond, twenty-eighth, and thirtieth. The
« fourteenth is remarkable for relapfes above all
¢ the others; next to it we may rank the twelfth,
« wentieth, and twenty-fecond ;. unlefs in times of
& very prevailing ficknefs, where the fixth and
« eighth ofien come. in fora great fhare. If we
“take pains to examine the particular circum-
« ftances of the patient, and attend to the nature

‘ | “ and
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-4 gnd degree of the prevailing épidemic, we may
é be often enabled to form a tolerable conjeéture
< with regard to the moft probable period of re-
¢ turn.  Having therefore acquired from obferva-
< tion fome general ideas of the different propen-
% fities to relapfey in different fituations and in dif-
« ferent fubjefts, I ufually began to give the bark
¢ in _quamity, and to ufe other precautions, on the
« fifth day after the fuppreffion of the paroxy(m,
* in cafes where there were the ftrongeft {ufpicions
« of a fpeedy return; ~while this was delayed till
< the eleventh; ‘nineteenth, or twenty-feventh, ‘in
¢ others, in proportion to the different degrees of
« healthinefs. 'I'his praélice was continued for
« the fpace of three days, or till the {ufpicious pe-
“ riod was paft.” * ¥babe

Tuzc fafl, that bark does not eliminate, or, as
we might as well fay, exterminate the caufe of the-
difeafe, is proved with much perfpicuity by this
accurate obferver. But it fuperfedes its attion,
and the caule, whatever it is, being no longer pre-
{ent, the difeafe ceales. It is true, in thefe cafles
neither the form of the difeafe, nor manner of ex-
hibiting the remedy, are the fame as in the vene-
real. But the analogy holds good in the main
point.  The difeafe is cured for a time, is expetted
to return, and a perfeverance in the remedy at the

* Jackfon on the Fevers of Jamaica, p. 326.
time
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time of cure is not fufficient to prevent that return.
If it be faid, that the bark is ftill exhibited before
the difeafed attion fhows itfelf, I anfwer, we have
not yet afcertained at what time this action ‘com=
mences. All phyficians allow before the fhiver-
ing takes place; and Dr. Jack{on, who' experi-
enced it in his own perflon; dates it earlier than the
debility, - But befides this, the manner of curing
the ague in the firlt inftance was during the ab-
fence of the paroxfym. It is precifely the fame
in the fecond.  This author alfo rémarks, that the
difeale on its return has' loft many of its original
fymptoms. The fame has been remarked of the
fecondary fymptoms ef the venereal.*

Ir in yaws the circumftances areé not exaélly
fimilar to the fecondary appearance of the lues, it
muft at lealt be acknowledged they bear the fame
analogy as the difeafe and remedy do to each other.
In truth, there is ne difeale that exaélly refembles
the vencreal in all its'phe nomena, and the manner
of its cure.  But it has, I think, been proved, that
there are remedies which will cure difeafed attions,
and not cure difpofitions to thofe attions. 1 truft

alfo this difference will appear no way paradoxical,

when it is admitted; that mercury never cures but
when it excites a peculiar aflion in the conftitu-
s o i R ; . 1 -

tion.. This attion, the teftimony of our {coles

* See page 104, snd Appendix No. 1L
: - o T fhows
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fhows us, alters the venerecal attion, and that the
two are never prefent at the fame time. But
though, as 1 before obferved, we can afcertain the
laws of the ations of this difeafe and remedy, our
prefent knowledge does not authorize us to deter-
mine what their Jaws are before the atlion of one
of them has become apparent., -If.it {hould be
faid, that what we call 2 difpofition mult either be
an- aftion, or elfe is nothing, 1 anfwer, this will not
remove the difficulty 5 becaufe, if it be an attion,
it is a different one from that which has been the
fubjeét of experiment, and therefore, as in the in-
ftance of the bark with fome fpecies of intermit-
tents, or mercury in the earlier ftages of the yaws,
it is ftill fuch an aftion as we have not yetalcer-
tained: that mercury will cure: and as there is for
the moft part no atlion obvious to our fenfles, at
leaft none of thofe local attions which afterwards
fhow themfelves 4in thé fkin, throat, and bones, it
is furely juftifiable to call the then ftate of the
parts a difpofition to take on the difeafed alivon.

H avine thus far, I hope, cleared the ground,
1 fhall proceed to flate Mr. Hunter's theory upon
the difeafe.’ A theory which, for reafons I cannot
pretend to determine, has been overlooked by
many, and mifunderftoed by others, who feem to
have attended to it. For this reafon perhaps it
may appear in a more ftriking light if we attend

1o
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to the arguments which have been brought ag:ﬁnfi
it by hisantagonifts. . It has been faid, that < if
“ mercury, prior to the aétion, will not remove the
¢ difpofition, what reafon have we to give mercury
“ internally, during a clap, bubo, or chancres? *
Without entering into the queftion, whether thefe
latter {ymptoms can be cured without the internal
iife of mercury or mercurial friftions, I thall only
anfwer in Mr. Hunter’s words, * Mercury hinders
¢« a difpofition from forming, or in other words,
“ prevents contamination.” *Tis firange Dr. Swe-
diaur, in his hafte, fhould not {ec the difference
between hindering a difpofition from forming,
whillt the virus is ablorbed, and curing that dilpofi-
tion when it is formed. = Nor isthispeculiar to the
venereal.  During the prevalence of any epide-
mic, or of the ague, in humid f{ituations, prudent
people often efcape the contagion by the frequent
ufe of bark. IFf this is not uniformly fuccefsful,
it is univerfally allowed, that ‘thofe ‘who have the
advantage of better diet more commonly efcape
than their poorer neighbours. As I before ob-
ferved, thisis one of thofe opinions that can never
be reduced to certainty; we can therefore only
reafon on the probability of it as far as inferences.
may be drawn from fatts.

* Swediaur, p«g0og. 8d edit.
. Burt
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Bur another and more common error in thofe
who pay a'‘proper refpeét to Mr. Hunter’s opinions,
is not di{hngmfhmg between the difeafed ac-
tion having begun in a part, and having pmduced
its full effea: in that part.

M=r. Mnnn E, who writes much too rapidly te
do juflice either to his own abilities or the argu-
ments of others*, runs bolder into this error than

* Asa proof of this let me tranfcribe the following pallage,
~which I the rather prcfcr, becaufe it is not dircfted againft
Mr. Hunter.

“ 1y allits qualitics it [the gluten | vcr}r ncarly refembles
‘¢ the folid matter of the body, while in other parts of thc
¢ fuids there is no fuch refemblance.”* -

 Here,"” fays Mr. Moore, * Dr, Cuallenf{eéms to have for-
¢ gu;ten that there is in theferum a portion of matter which
i Eﬂlgu]atcs by heat, or by hmng mixed with ardent fpirits,
or {pirits'of wine, or effential oils, which when coagu-
¢ lated, refembles the folids as much as the gluten.” [To
fhow how “far’ Dr.' Cullen forgot it, 1 {hall continue the
tranfcript a little lower than Mr, Moore has done. ]
% TuerEFORE, this gluten we hold to be the chief parts
¢ of the fluids ; and confidering how much of it is diffufed
“ among the other fluids, and how much of it is diffolved
% in the ferum or ferofity, it is certainly next to the water,
¢ the largeft portion' of the common mafs,””

Moore’s Effay on Mat. Med. page 41.

Mgr. Moore, in his halte, has made no diltin&ion between
the fluids and the parts of the fluids; it is true there are ob-
{curities in the f{ubfequent 'Paﬂhge in Cullen, but noman
fhould be charged with more than he is guilty of,

¥ Cullen’s Mat, Med, Vol. 1. page 219.
' moft
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moft of Mr. Hunter’s opponents, ¢ Itiscvident,”
fays he, ¢ that,meroury. prevents the morbid ef-
« fe@s of virus which is in the habit but not, come
st into aétion. - Indeed, if mercury had not this
¢ power it would be of litle ufe. For if every par-
«¢ ticle of virus began to produce difeafe before
< the infeQtion could heexpelled, no man once in-
¢t fefied could ever beicured.  The conflitution
¢t of the firongeft would'be ruined; and hislife ter-
¢ minated before all the particles of virus abforbed
¢ from a chancre or bubo could fucgeffively come
«¢ into action and be deftroyed, by the fame nums

# ber of courfes of mercury,*”

In ftating this evident propofition, either the
theory of Mr. Hunter, or Mr. Moore’s own
fhould have been adhered to, becaufe it certainly
i5 ¢vident, that if the opinions.of the one are applied
1o thé theories of the other, the conclufion mult
be unfatisfaltory. - But there is nothing in Mr.
Hunter’s book like thif:_dpiniuns.hemlfaitcned up-~
on him : nothing about ¢ particles of virus coming
« into action:’’ or -even ¢ garticles of virus be-
¢ ginping to produce difeafe.” When the venc-
real matter has got 1nto the circulation, Mr. Hun-
tert conceives, to ufe his own language, that it acts
on all parts of the body with equal force. But the
© '@ Matcria Medica, page 274 '

% Spz Treatile, page go7 & feci"
- | parts
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parts that' receive the difpofition, and afterwards
come into action, he dividés into two orders : Firft,
the throat, fauces, and fkin : Secondly, the bones.
The order in which I have placed them is that
which they ufually follow ; but this is not conftant-
ly the cale. 'Sometimes the throat fhows the dif-
cale Frfl; and is cured ; after which it appears in
the ‘fkin.. In this cafe the orders may be divided
into three. The bones have allo in a few in'f
{tances fhown the difeafe firft. . But when the dif-
eafed action has'taken place in one order, the fkin
for inftance, and has been cured, it never appears
again in that order of parts: from the fame ftock of
infeetion. The analogy between the venereal and
other morbid poifons is very remarkable in this in-
ftance. The part fufceptible of the variolous irri-
tation is the fkin, or the cellular membrane imme-
irliate]}r under it.  And though we cannot prevent
the action from taking place after the difpofition
1s given, yet we can prevent the full action ; that
15, by evacuants and expofure to cold we leflen the
number of puftules that would otherwife appear ;
yet the fulceptibility for the difeafe is as complete-
ly deftroyed as if the full effect had been produced.
Inthe fame manner, when in the firft inftance the
chancre is cured by remedies applied to the con-
ftitution, the difeafe does not thow itfelf on the ge-
pitals a fecond time from the fame infection, but
on the fkin or fauces. 1f no mercury is exhibited,
the
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the blotches will encreafe in number, and uleerate,

but if the firft are cured by mercury no frefh ones
will appear. But if the bones have taken on the
difpofition, then, in a given time after the mercu-
rial irritation which cured the fkin has ceafed, the
difeafe will appear in oneor more of them. If no
attention; is paid to thefe they will ulcerate, and
other bones, if contaminated, will fhow the difeafe
likewile : but if mercury is exhibited fo as to cure
the firft, no others will ever fhow the difeafe from
that flock of infection. Mr. Moore, therefore,
has only miltaken gparticles of virus for orders of

parts in an infected conftitution. If Dr. Gil-

chrift’s account be juft, that the bones are infen-
fible to the virus of fivvens, we may eafily account
for the centinuance of mercury producing a pef-
feét cure of that difeafe. For if the remedy is
not applied till the fecondary ulcers have fhown
themielves, there is no ether order of parts for the
difeafe to attack.

Tue theory I have now traced is in every re-
fpe& formed on that mode of cénftituting an axi-
om which Sir Francis Bacon advifes, which he ac-
knowledges had not been attempted in his days,
and which I will be bold to fay has fcarecly been
attempted in pathology till Mr. Hunter's. We
fhall have occafion to illuftrate it clofer, by an-

fwering fome further objeflions which have been
made
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made to it. But as I trult every difficulty is now
cleared, and every objeftion anfwered, as far as this
ftage of the arcument produces either, I fhall con-
clude with refrefhing my reader’s ‘memory by a
general rccapimlaﬁnn of the doétrine.

Frrst, That the matter which produces chancre
may produce gonorrheea only.

SecoNDpLy, That the matter abforbed from ei-
ther circulates with the blood, and is thrown out
by the common emunctories; but in its progrefs
may contaminate other parts of the body, and give
them a difpofition to a difgafe different from the
firft. :

Turepry, That when this difpofition is given,
the difeafed aétion does not follow till a certain
time, which varies according to the conftitution,
and other circumflances, but never happens while
the conflitution 1s under a mercurial irritation.

Fouvrtnry, That when the dilpofition has tak-
en place, the action may be fufpended by mercy-
ry, but the difpofition will remain, -and the action
fhow itlelf at fome period after the mercurial ir-
ritation has ceafed.

Frermwoy, That when theaction has hegun in
R an
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an order of parts, it may be cured, and will not re-
turn in the part or the order of parts to which it
belongs, from the fame ftock of infeetion. But

Sixtury, That the difeafed action will take
place in another order of parts, if that other order
has been contaminated ; and in this order it muff
be treated as in the former.

SevenTuLY, That when the difealed action has
taken place, and been cured in the part firft infect-
ed, in the throat and fauces, the {kin, and the bones
or periofteum, the fubject may be faid to be frce
from the difeale, as far as our knowledge has hi-
therto traced it.

ErcuTtury, That the ufual time of the fkin of

fauces taking on the difeafed action is, on a medi-

um, fix weeks after the mercurial irritation that
cured the firlt fymptoms has fubfided; in the
bones about twice that time, but this period has
varied like other morbid poifons, and apparently
in a greater proportion: but this has not hither-
to bcen accurately afeertained, efpecially when
we take into account thé proportionate ratio in the
varieties of other morbid poilons.

I siarr now take the liberty of ftarting an ob-

_ jeetion or two, not againft Mr, Hunter’s theory,

becaule
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becaufe twelve years experience, and the concur-
rence of every practitioner who 1s well acquainted
with the fubject, and has had opportunity of redu-
cing it to practice, is fufficient to fatisfy me of its
truth---but againlt a few conceflions which the in-
ventor feems to me to have made to former opini-
ons. The firlt of thefe is, that mereury will not
cure virulent gonorrhcea. That it will not ftop the
difcharge I willreadily allow; butcannotfeel myfelf
convinced that it will not alter theaction of the parts
{o that it may be no longer virulent. Mr. Hunter’s
arguments on the fubject are conclufive as to the
firft point, but the latter cannot be afcertained
while there is fo great an uncertainty of the nature
of gonorrheea.  All T have to urge is, that mercu-
ry alters the {ecretions of other glands, and where
it does not cure a venereal uleer, it alters its action
fo far as to render it no longer venereal, for we
find it may  be cured by other remedies. This
point does not therefore appear to me to be redu-
ced to a law. 3

My next objeflion is to the number he fuppofes
would receive the fecondary difeafe, were it ot
prevented by the exhibition of mercury. I can-
not help thinking thele would be much fewer than
he ftates them. I have before oblerved how many
we fee in hofpitals who muft have laboured for a
great length of time under the local difeafe, yet

R 2 fhow
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fhow no conftitutional fymptoms. In private
praélice thofe on whom they appear have ufually
attended very early to the difeafe. One remark-
able inftance Mr. Cline favours me with, which

. was witneffed by himfelf, another f{urgeon, now

living, of high profeffional rank, and Dr. Warrcn,
in which a chancre was in the firft inftance cauf-
ticated, mercury inftantly exhibited internally, and
continued till it produced an effett on the mouth.

Yet in this gentleman the difeafe-afterwards fhowed

itfelf on the fkin. This was cured with ftill more
caution than before, that is, the ptyalifins, though
gentle, were kept up longer ; yct at the end of
about two months after the laft had ceafed the offa
palati took on' the difeafe, which foon {pread to
the nofe, and before the mercury could arrelt it,
took off a part of each., It muft indeed happen,
that where ulceration exifts, abforption muft al-
ways be going on, as the only means of accounting
for the lof of {ubftance. If thercfore the parts
ufually attacked by the fecondary difeafe, arc not
fufceptible of the impreflion of the virus, when
firlt applied to them, it feems unlikely they {hould
ever be fo afterwards from the fame ftock. It
is poflible indeed cold, or fome other cxciting
caufe, may induce this fufceptibility ; but this is in
my opinion not fuilicient to authorife us to fuppofe
{o many would fhow the fecondary fymptoms as
Mr. Hunter {tates,

Mnr.
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Mz. Jefle Foot comes next in the order of
time. This gentleman, almoft as foon as Mr.
Hunter’s treatife appeared, was prepared with an
anfwer. A few years afterwards, he publifhed a
courle of letlures on the fame difeafe. As each
of thele works contains remarks on Mr. Hunter,
and allo opinions of the author’s OWny it is ex-
tremely difficult to feparate them: I fhall there.
fore take a view of the letures and the remarks as
they are conneéled, and then anfwer fome of the
objeétions met with in the latter only.

Tuk firlt lefture, comprifing forty-eight quarto
pages, is principally confined to Mr. Becket’s Let.
ters on the Antiquity of the Venereal Difeale, print-
ed in the Philofophical Tranfaftions. Thefe are re.
publifhed by Mr., Foot, becaufe, he oblerves, the
Philofophical Tranfaétions  are in the hands of a
“ tew, and therefore difficult to be come at.”* Al
truc’s anlwers follow, becaule they are not inferted
in the Philofophical Tranfaflions. The advantage
of this is, that the readers may fee the whole at one
view, and become judges for themfelves: fubjoin-
ed are the moft material extrafls produced by Af-
truc from the early writers ; with medical and hil-
torical evidence and remarks by Mr. Foot. This
brings us to the 120th page.

] R 3 Tz
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11 & fourth le@ure is on the nature and ation of:
the vencreal virus ¢ the former the author acknow-.
ledges himfelf ignorant of ; the latter, he obferves,
with Mr. Hunter, depends on the different ftruc-
ture of the parts. To thow the fimilarity of their o-
pinion, 1 fhall quote Mr. Hunter’s words from Mr.
Foot's obfervations, and Mr. Foot’s own from his
leGures. The paffage in the obfervations is as
follows: € The Profeffor fays, that ge neral irrita-

_ « tions upon fecreting furfaces endeavour to pro-

« duce their own deftruftion, like a mote in the
« eye, which, by increafing the fecretion of tears,
¢t is itfelf wathed away.”” « This obfervation,’”” con-
tinues Mr. Foot, *cis very pretty; vETy obvious,
« ard fhrewd* (We fhall fee by the letures
how well Mr. Foot likes st The urethra, like
«¢ every other mucous membrane, the nofe, fau-
« ces, and eyes,T &c.”’—*" Any little innocent ex-
¢ traneous fubftance faftening on thefe mucous
é furfaces, will excite from them an additional dif-
¢ charge.” ¢ When any thing obnoxious flimu-
« lates them, fuch are diluted away by increafed
¢« {ecretion.”’t ‘Thefe are not the only paflages in
which this ebvtous obfervation is repeated, but as it
15 preity and fhirewd, as well as obvious, this may
be an apology for bringing it forward {o often.

L
# Okfervations, Part L. page 27.

4+ LeBures, prge 125 & feq.
] sgALL
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I suarL not enter into the enquiry, whether go-
norrheea will cure itfelf, becaufe the opinion is too
general to be called Mr. Hunter’s; the contrary,
as held by Mr. Foot, isin the prefent day more
like a novelty.

TrEe next enquiry, which occupies the greater
part of the letture, is, whether the matter of gonorr-
.heea and lues is the fame, a queltion which at one
time was not thought deferving notice : for in the
¢ Obfervations” we have the following remarks,
“ This. enquiry ‘he [Mr. Hunter] introduces to
“ prove, that the poifon is the fame in gonorrheea
“ and chancre. I fhould be glad to be informed
“ by the Profeflor who ever doubted-it.’* Again,
“ Tao prove that gonorrheea and chancre arife from
“ the fame poifon, he has made a voyage to the
¢ South Seas, and, as I before obferved, no one ever
doubted the fafl! But no {uch inference is to be
¢« drawn from any of the accounts of the ftate of
¢¢ the dileafe, as 1t was found in the iflands of the
¢ South Seas.”

-

Lol

Bur Mr, Hunter’s objett was to fhow, that
though chancres exift in Otaheite, the dileafe muft
have been firft carried thither by a gonorrheea,
¢ becaule,” fays he, ¢ it is almoft impoffible to car-

# Dbﬁ:rvaticm;, page 10 & 13,
R 4 “ 1y
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« ry a chancre fo long a voyage without its de-
¢ ftroying” the penis.”’—It muit at leaft reduce
it to a {ituation not likely to be very milchievous.
Though Mr. Foot takes another method of prov-
ing the fimilarity of the difcharge, yet his partiality
for Mr. Hunter’s opinions will not permit him to
pafs over the South Sea voyage. But in this, as in
moft other inftances, unfortunately for himf{elf, his
wifh to avail himfelf of Mr. Hunter’s arguments,
and his determination to differ from him, betray
him into fome inconvenience. Yetit is odd how
exa€lly Mr. Foot falls into the fame idea inalmoft
the fame words, only with a little lefs caution. ¢ If
y ‘ « you afk,”” fays he, * whatlocal fymptoms of the %

|

|

|
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« yenereal difeafe retains the longeft power of in-
¢ fedling. 1 fhall moft certainly anfiver, that it Is "
¢ gonorrheea; forif it was not this {ymptom of the
« venereal difeafe, which laid the foundation of
| « the general difeafe, as it now prevails at Ota-
o : « heite, I know not how otherwife the infeftion
a4 ¢« could have been conveyed by a fhip’s crew to
| ¢ that part,”’* Now, though this is certainly a
very fair way of accounting for the difeale being
:. carried to Otabeite, it is no proof that this local
| _ fympmm retains longeft the power of infeétion.
! ! : The contrary is more certainly the truth, becaufe
il the matter of a chancre, as long as it retains its
| .

'.- | * Leftures, page 137-
chancrous

I
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chancrous appearance, is always infeétious, while
that of gonorrheea ceafes to be fo often before the
difcharge ftops. This lecture concludes with thole
odd opinions of the author, which we have before
given in a note,* and which are to be explained
hereatter.

Tur Efth leGure on gonorrheea, after repeating
Mr, Hunter’s very pretty, obvious and fhrewd
obfervation once more, proceeds to the old quel-
tion concerning pus and mucus. = The fame argu-
ments are repeated, and the proof ftill refts with
the long quotation from Mr. Pott. = 1n one place
we read, ¢ If the difcharge from a venereal gonorr-
« heea be not increafed mucus, becaufe its coloury
¢ fmell, and every other appearance, vary from
« mucus, which is fecreted without irritation, it
tc does not follow that it fhould be faid to be pus.”¥
Thus far we {ee the difcharge is in every appear-
ance different from mucus. What then does it re-
femble ? We are afterwards informed. “ This
« conceit (that the difcharge is pus) muft have
% originated from the lowelt orderof reafoning, from
« the mere fimilarity of colour of the two fluids.” ¥
Thus much for the difference between the gonorr-
heeal difcharge and mucus, and for its relem-
blance to pus; now for the true difference between

* See the note in page 26.
 Lefures, page 158. Tt Page 164 et Scq.

pus
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pus and mueus.  “ All that ought to be regarded,
* in order to point out the difference betwixt pus
* and mucus, lies in a very fmall compafs indeed,
* which is, that increafed difcharge of mucus can
“ only be found to flow from the furface of mu-
“ cous membranes and the glands thereof, without
- *any f{olution of continuity, but barely as an
« increafed fecretion ; whereas pus will be formed
¢ dn parts all over the body, where there is a de-
“ {truction or folution of parts. This is the exaft
¢ ftate of the cafe.””* This propofition, affertion,
conclufion, definition, or whatever the fentence
may be called, is certainly very ftrong, and enly
deficient in argument. . But if we place the quef- . !
tion as ftated by Mr. Foet, it amounts to this,
| The altered fecretion refembles pus in fome ap-
| ' pearances, mucus in none. What then fhall it
be called? The anlwer is, as we find in the Ob-
fervations,  The definition of the difcharge
« proves the faft.”+ Neither refemblance nor
properties have any thing to do with the queftion,

-
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I snouvrp weary my reader, as well as my-
felf, were I to take notice of every other paflage,
even as curforily as I have dene thefe. For this
reafon I {hall not difpute, whether becaufe John-
{on defines fympathy to relate to two perfons, it
may not, with ftill more propriety relate to two parts’ *
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io the fame perfon, I fhall alfo pals over all the -
Jectures on ftriture, as not connetted with my
fubjet ; and for the fame reafon, the prattical re-
marks on fwelled tefticle and bubo.

It is not a little extraordinary that when I meet
with any thing perfeétly intelligible in Mr. Foot,
I fhould always fancy myfelf reading John Hunter.
I have already remarked Mr. Hunter’s defcription
of the thickened bafe which circumfcribes the
ulceration of chancres, and Mr, Foot’s inaccuracy
in his obje€tion to that defeription.® In his Lec-
tures, however, he makes up for his former inat-
tention, ¢ There is,” fays he, “ one {ymptom of a
« yenereal ulcer, which is common to all,and whick .
«¢ js peculiar to a venereal ulcer, that it will be fur-
«rounded by a thickening of the parts.”f At the
conclufion of this le€ture, the author’s new theory is
brought forward, but I fhall referve my remarks on
¢ till it occurs in its order, and now direét my read-
cr’s attention to the Leéture on Buboes.

Jonn HunTer—* A knowledge of the ab-
¢ forbing fyflem, as it is now cflablifhed, gives us
¢ confiderable information refpeéling many of the

# See page 78. ¢ Ulcers arc only found out to be venereal
¢ only by fituation or fufpicion.” Obfervations, part g, p. b.

+ Leftures, page 4t2, and comparc pages 6 and 7 of Ob-
fervations, part 3,1n which the fame paffage of Mr, Hunter's
is {luulud differently, in order to 1‘1ru:iuﬂc 2 p:l;a;-.blc contra-
dittion.

« effetls
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<« effecls of poifons, and illuftrates feveral fymp-
¢ toms of the venereal difeale; in particular, the
¢ formation of buboes.—The dilcovery of the
“ lymphatics being a fyftem of ablorbents, has
““ thrown more light on many difeafes than the dif-
f< 'Euvr:r}' of the circulation of the blood.—1It leads
* in many cales dire@ly to the caufe of the dif-
feale, 2 *

Mr. Foor—¢ From the acquired knowledge
¢ which has been fo eminently difplayed by more
¢ ancient anatomifts, and from the additional ac-
¢ quirements which have been obtained by the in-
“ genious and indefatigable labours of more mo-
“ dern anatomifts, a more accurate comprehenfion
« of the courfe, diftribution, and term?nations of
“ the ablorbent or lymphatic {yftem in the human
¢ body, has proved of the utmolt importance in
¢ the ftudy of the animal ceconomy, and in the
« praflice of furgery. The true caufe of bubo,
< a5 referable to venereal infeftion, has been fince
“ rightly defined, and' properly underftood, and
“ more efpecially fince the lymphatics have been
¢ proved to be a fyflem of abforbing veffels. ~ Sur-
<« geons and medical profeflors, who have fince
*“ written on the venereal difeafe, have availed
« themfelves of this newly promulgated difcovery,
¢ and additional light is thrown into their the-
5 oFy. Nl

# Treatife 233. + l.ettures 438,
| THE
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T reader will perhaps fuppofe by this fimila-
rity of language and fentiment, that Mr. Foot is
going to confirm Mr. Hunter’s opinions by frefh
arguments of his own ; but unfortunately for him-
{elf, he {eems to think it his duty to differ from him.
As Mr. Hunter remarks, that Aftruc was ignorant
of the lymphatic veflels being abforbents; Mr.
Foot fancies he anfwers him, by alcertaining that
Aftruc was not ignorant of the lymphatics. After,
therefore, expreffing the obligations we owe Aftruc
for colletting all the early accounts of the difeafe,
and, he fhould have added, enabling him to fill a
hundred quarto pages, Mr. Foot adds, *“ We feel
“ ourlelves impelled by gratitude towards Aftruc,
“ and as Mr. Hunter has cholen to produce quo-
« tations from Aftruc to prove he knew nothing of
“ the lympbhatic fyltem -——.”* Mr. Hunter ne-
ver hints Aftruc’s ignorance of the lymphatic fe-
ries of veflels ; but that he knew nothing of their
being the ablorbing {y{tem.

* Tne only way to afcertain what Altruc knew,’
continues Mr, Foot, ©is by what he has written,
“ for the profeflor pofitively, but I will prove
¢ falfely, fays, ** That his ideas are become unintel-
¢ ligible.”> Nothing can be fairer than fuch a
propofal ; let me therefore tranfcribe his account
of the ¢aufe of bubo, as tranflated by Bar-

rowby.
* Letl, page 441,

CAUSES
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GAUSES OF BUBOES.

« Tnk inguinal glands cannot be enlarged afier
« jmpure coition, and indurated into a bubo, unlefs
< the lymph, which is conveyed to them from the
« neighbouring parts, as to a common refervoir, and
« ought to flow through their cells or veficles; in
« order to be carried off again, fhall ftagnate there
¢« and be dccumulated in them. But the lymph
«¢ cannot ftagnate and bz accumulated in the ingui-

. « nal glands, unlefs it fhall be thicker and more vilcid

¢ than ufaal.” It follows, therefore, that the Iymph,
« which circutates through the inguinal glands, is
« rendered too thick and vifcid by impure coition,
« and by being accumulated in thofe glands pro-
« duces venereal buboes.

« B nothing new happens to the body from im-
« pure coition, except the fimple admiffion of the
« vencreal infeflion. That infection therefore be-
< ing admitted into the body, and blended with
« the lymph of the inguinal glands, renders it too
« vifeid and thick, for the preducing-of which effect
¢ it 1s very fit, fince it is of a falt acrimonious na-
« ture, whofe efficacy in coagulating {ulphureous
« humours 1s well knnwn,_o'f which kind the lymph

L T
THOSE

* Vol. 1. p. g58
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Trosz who are ignorant of chemiftry and « the
“ additional acquirements which have been artaine
* ed by the ingenious and indefatigable labours of
“ more modern anatomifls’ may fancy they under
ftand this. Indecd, from thie great hafte in which
Mr. Foot's oblervations were brought out one
might. almoft fancy he had accepted the afiftance
of one better acquainted with claffical literature
than medicine. The remarks on the increafed
mufcular fibres of the bladder, in cafes of dyfury,
much confirm this opinion. So little idea has tha
writer of the neceflity of increafed firength, to overs
come increafed refiftance, that he confounds the
mufcular fibres of the bladder, with the thickened
ftate of a limb in elephantiafis, and propofes; if the
bladder really is ftrengthened in proportion to its
thicknefs, that we thould for the future recruit ous
armies from the hofpitals.* Mr, Foot fhould check
his friend Claffic in thefe fallics, and explain to
him, that if we wifh for a particalarly ftrong arm,
we fhould chufe that of 2 gold-beater, or a pair of
firong legs, thole of a chairman, which are always
increafed in proportion to the labour of the OWnersy
and that in ftritures of the urcthra, or even calcu-
lus in the bladder, the difeafe is not in the muf-u.
lar coat of the latter, which is enly thickened in
proportion to the additional force required to ex-,

* Obfervations, page 134.
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pel the urine. . But while this overfight makes me
{fulpeét, that part of the < Obfervations” were fug-
gefled by a fcholar not of the profeffion, 1 give
Mr. Foot the full eredit of his * New Dilcover-
<« ed Fat,” his ¢¢ Leétures,” and even his learned
quotation from Celfus er Hippocrates,*—tis all
one—DBut to return to our {fubjeél :

I'ue 15th le@ture commences with ¢ the aétion
« of the venereab difeale on the conftitution,” a
fubjett which is continued through eighty pages,
but with fo little argument, point, or any thing but
verbofity and illuftration, that the whole might
have been included in a paragraph, were it not for
o fow ufeful hints from Mr. Hunter, or as the writer
chufes to fuppofe, from Fracaltorius—Let the

reader judge.

Jonx HoNTER.~— When the venereal matter
¢ has got into the conflitution in any of the ways
« heforementioned, it hasthe whole body to work
« upon, and fhows itfelf in 2 variety of fhapes.’”
And in the fame page, I have already endea-
¢ voured to fhow that it is moft probable all the
« parts affe€ted are contaminated nearly at the fame
¢ time. This differencein the times” (of the dif-

* ¢ Cgrsus hiscelebrated palfage of ars longa, vita hrevis,
68 \was Never mora applicablu than to the vencreal difeale.”

Introduétion o Lett. 13th. page 393,
¢ cale
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eale appearing) “is either owing to fome parts
“ being naturally put into aétion more cafily by the
¢ poifon than others, or that they are naturally
 more attive in themfelves.”*

Mr. Foot.—* The order in which the difeafe
“¢ appears, is accounted for from the different con-
¢ ftru€tion of the parts. They are all, from the
« firft, equally expoled to be attacked by the dil-
“ eafe, and it is not improbable that it is afling on
“ cvery part, from the very beginning of the pri-
““ mary conftitutional {ymptoms.”’t—* In order to
“ prove to you, that my theory of the difeale com~
“ mencing on the harder parts, at the fame period
¢ that it commences on the {ofter, is true ; and that
“ its protraftion is only in confequence éfmtrcur}',
“ I fhall give another quotation from

“ FracasTor1Us.”—% Prater predifla om-
‘“ nia, quafi parva illa forent, ingentes lacertorum
« dolores accedebant, fepe cum ipfis puflulis, in-
“ terdum ante, nonnunquam poft, et ipfi quidem
< diuturni; quibus nibil crudelius aderat: afflige-
“ bant pracipue noétu, dolor autem non proprie in
¢ juntturis inerat fed circa lacertos ipfos & nervos.
“ Verum quibufdam nihilominus, fine dolore ullo
“ oriebantur pultule ; quibuldam fine puftulis do-
¢ lores; major pars utrifque affligebatur.””+

* Treatile, p. 316, t Leétures, p.517. 1 Id. p. 513.
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A wriTER who proves by definitions and by
quotations, fhould do it at leaft by definitions of the
things to be proved, and by quotations that confirm
what is ftated. But this is not the firft time the fub-
jett has been brought forward bj’Mr Hunter, nor
of courfe by Mr. Foot. "I"ﬁffﬁ.pfeviuus chapter we
meet with the fnllowing'fﬁﬁ;ds from

e

Jmm HunTER:— We cannot fuppoﬁ: that
« this difference” [of the periods ‘at which the
conftitutional {ymptoms appear in different parts}]
« arifes from any aflive power in the poifon, nor
« any particular direélion of it, but from proper-
« ties in the parts themfelves ; for itmay be allowed
« usto fuppole, that when the matter has got into
« the circulation, it afts on all parts of the body
« with equal force, dec.”’*

Mz. Foor. % When the venereal poifon has
« taken full poffeffion of the conftitution, not only
« the parts which indicate the difeafe to be vene-

« real, by their apparent morbid vitiations, but al- -

« fo every part of the conftitution is venereally vi-
« tiated.”’t Here Mr. Foot fets off very well, but

| -in the progrels, forfaking his guide, he lofes himfelf.

For though the poifon muft, by being applied in-
difcriminately to every part, if it has any attion,

% Treatife, page 307, + Lettures, page 465.
att
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act equally on all ; yet, as we find fome parts never
are affected by it, we are not authorifed to fay
€ every part of the conftitution is venereally viti-
“ ated.” Mr. Foot fhould have attended to the
reft of Mr. Hunter’s fentence, which continues
thus: « That is, it is not determined to any one
* part more than another, by any general or parti-
“ cular power in the animal machine, nor is the
“ nature of the poifon fuch, as will fall more rea-
“ dily on one part of the body than another, when
¢ they are all in fimilar circumftances.” Thus we
find, as the fact proves, that though the poifon muft
cireulate every where, and in the fame manner, on-
ly thofe parts are affected by it, which from parti-
cular circumftances are fufceptible of its irritation.
That this is really the cale we have every reafon’
to believe, becaufe there are fo many parts, which
under every circumflance of neglect have never’
fhown this venereal vitiation.

Bur this paflage from Mr. Foot is only intro<:
ductory to the author's difcovery of a doctrine,
which we are afterwards told is ¢ the key-fione:
“ to all theory, which can be in truth received’
“ for the confirmation of the nature of this
“ poifon and of all others.””* “ This vitia-
“ ton of the whole of the conftitution, is not
¢ brought on from any abforption that may take
¢ place of that difcharge, which _is produced by .

* Leftures, page 489,
S 2 % the
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< the local action of the foreign virus; but i

& is the abfolute ation of the foreign virus alone,
¢t which, by beingabforbed, bringsiton. My rea-
< fons for this pofition I have before ftatedat large;™
[very much fo] ¢ they are, becaule the foreign virus
« will pafs into the conftitution, and affeét it without
¢ any local aftion. The local attion of it therefore
« is no fine qua non of infe@tion.  And in the next
+¢ place, the abforption of our own dilcharge being
+¢an abforption of a harmlefs fluid, it can neither
« att for or againft the conftitutional infetiion. I
¢ fhall not hefitate to affert, that the venereal in-
« feftion, from its nature, is not fo limited, as Mr.
« Hunter declares it to be ; and I fhall prove that
« from want of knowledge of thisleading firft prin~
« ciple, namely, that our own fecretions cannot in-
% fet ourfelves: manyof his experiments, which
« tend to limit the natural aétion of the difeafle, and
« to narrow the power of it, and that in the very
« face of cales to the contrary, were founded in
s error, and could not, from that caufe, demonltrate
« either the foree of the difeafle, or its true natural
« aftion, either on the fubje& who pofleffed it, oF

« on one to whotn it may be imparted.”*

1 smaLy not here flop to determine whether
the conftitutional {ymptoms ever appear without
the previous local affettion, as this will be con-

Gdered hercafter. * Buf ify, as Mr. Foot afferts,
the
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the conflitution is never affefted but by foreign
matter, as it is called, how comes it that lues is fo
often produced by chancre, and fo feldom by
gonorrheea ; the foreign matter b&ing in both cafes
the fame ? I know not whether the following paf-
fage is meant to account for this, but to me it is
abfolutely unintelligible in any other way than that
of mattér being infeétious to the {ubjeét that fe-
cretes it. < As this is the natural progrefs of the
* difeafe in the firft fftage of it, an opportunity fairly
“ offers for me to remark, that it is moft probable
“ the abforbents are commencing to convey the in-
* fe&ting fluid into the conftitution at the very fir{t
“ period it comes within conta& of them. But that
* on anatomical parts of a certain defcription this
“ procefs is more retarded than on others ; 2 go-
“ norrbeea in the urethra is not fo difpoled to admit
“ the abforption as a chancre behind the glans ;
“ that a chancre behind the glans is not fo much
“ difpoled to admit the abforption, as a chancre
“ upon the {kin of the penis; and moreover that
“ when any of thefe local fymptoms are apparent,
“ the virus may not be abforbed from them czfan:;'
“ but it may be alfo abforbed where it has been
* lodged upon other parts, and on which parts it
* has not left any impreffion.””*  But this opinion
of matter fecreted, being no way infeflious to

F

* Le&. page 455,
o 3 . the
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the perfon fecreting, .is fo contradiflory to all
former obfervations, that before it is ferioufly con-
fidered, it muft reft on better experiments and
more conclufive fats than thofe related in the
pamphlet.* On the manner in which mercury
cures the difeafe, Mr. Foot’s opinion {o exattly
coincides with Mr. Hunter’s, that itis enough to
read either of them. :

Joun HUNTE r.— Thirdly, Tt may produce

< an irritation in the conftitution which counterafls

« the venereal, and entirely deftroys it. The third

% ¢ | have rubbed thefe fluids [gonorrheeal and chancrous |
¢ on the fores of the fame fubjefts, over and over again, and
& never was able to trace the fmalleft effelt from them. I
¢ have feen thefe fluids reft upon pimples long enough for
 effett, without any effeét, Within thefe few days a young
¢ gentleman, who was forc from riding, and who had a
¢ sonorrhaa, applied to me: I rubbed his gonorrhzal fluid
¢ on the galled part, and he, from confidence in rﬁ}v opi-
« nion, did repeatedly the fame, but not the leaft fenfible
¢ offcft was produced by it.”f It is admitted by all that
we have no_certain diagnofis to diftinguifh a vencreal from
a gonorrheea arifing from any other caufe ; and at the time
Alr. Foot made his difcovery, he probably knew not how to
diftinguifh a venereal chancre from a common ulcer, but by
e ftuation or fufpicion.” \We are not therefore to take up
theorics fram {uch authorities, when they contradiét thole
made in public, and by one whale accuracy was Bever dils

puted by his opponents.

+ New Difcovered Fatt, page 28.
({3 or
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“ or laft mode of the aétion of mercury feems to me
““ moft probable, for many reafons,”

Mgr. Foor.—** Of the two, and whillt it conti
“ nues, the ftimulus excited through the mineral
¢ poilon is far more exceffive than that excited by
¢ the animal poifon. It is not only by the percep-
*¢ tion in our feelings that this fuperiority is proved,
“ but alfo by the ftimulus of mercury being fupe-
¢ rior to the vencreal ftimulus, and thereby de-
* ftroying and extinguifhing it.” ‘

Tuus far Mr. Foot keeping his guide in view
travels {afely, but without being aware of it him-
felf, in the next paragraph he lofes fight of him, and
1s as much bewildered as ever. In accounting for
the cure by this new irritation, he obferves, ** Mer-
“ cury once imparted to the conftitution will not
¢ be capable of fupporting its a&lion beyond a
*¢ certan duration. But venereal virus once im-
% parted to the conftitution, endures for ever,
* The attion of mineral poifon is of a certain
¢ duration. The aétion of the venereal poifon is
* fupported by the original poifon being multiplied
* from an atom of venereal fluid.”” If now mer-
cury only cures by exciting a ftimulus greater than
the venereal, it can only cure the parts previoufly
ihmulated, and the aflion of mercury baving a
finite duration, whillt that of the other endureth
for ever, why does not the virus refume its attivity

S 4 as
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as foon as the mercurial ftimulus ceafes? This

difficulty will'appear greater when we confider the

laft fentence. * The venereal aftion is kept up
“ by the poifon.”” Thus the poifon and the ation
it excites, are two things, and the curing the latter
is no proof that the former ceafes to exilt, as
before. It is not enough that we are told before
this of the eradication of venereal infettion, and

the extirpation of venereal virus: becaufe when

Mr. Foot takes upon himfelf to explain the efieét
of mercury, he only affigns a caufe that deftroys
the attion of the poifon, and mot the poifon itfelf.

I suart now take notice of fome paflages in
Mr. Foot’s “ Obfervations’ that could not be fo

well introduced into the review of his lectures.

On the fubje@’ of gonorrheea curing itlelf.—
« Cafesy” fays. he, © if T were to collelt
« them, that would fill as many volumes, and of
« a5 large a bulk as the records of Parliament,
< may be brought in proof; that all local and all
« conftitutional venereal affeétions may be pro-
« duced from gonorrheea. Itis for this reafon that
« gonorrhcea does not complete its own cure.
« The virus that produced the irritation in the
¢ urethra, after the urethra can'be no'longer1 irri-
« tated, is capable of fhifting its influence, of pro-

« ducing new effeéts, and of being ramified into
“ all

.
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« a1l venereal {ymptoms that ever were known.”*
This capacity of « fhifting its influence,” is cer-
tainly a very extraordinary one ; and, I confefs, not
quite intelligible to me. The ramifying property
is alfo Mr. Foot’s difcovery. Other authors have
{een the root and ftem, but only he the branches.
We may underftand what is meant by abforption
from a virulent fore producing effefts in a diftant
part of the conftitution, and that in the mean
while the firft fymptoms may be cured; or, if the
ftru@ure of the parts is uninjured, that the firlt
irritation may ceafe of itfelf! It is-true, which
ever way we ftate the faél, the author’s own rea-
foning fomewhat contraditts his new opinions, the.
« key-ftone to all true theory.”” But at the time
he wrote the above he was not acquainted with the
true theory. Then, probably ‘his ignorance, as
is often the cafe, made him fo pofitive, and talk
about volumes of precedents that would fill books
as large as parliamentary records! But does he
mean abforption of matter, from the fame fubjed,
infeling the fame fubjeét ¢ We fhall {ee in his fur-
ther obfervations.

Tue following quotation contains a paflage
from Mr. Hunter, with Mr. Foot’s remarks. I
¢ have feen, by an accidental fever coming on,
“ the difcharge flop, the pain in making water

* Obfervations, part 1, page 69.
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* go off, and ‘the gonorrheea finally terminate
¢ with the fever:”’* ¢ As the profeflor,” fays Mr.
Foot,  makes no re¢mark. upon this, it is t{:';bn

_* prefumed, that he conceived the whole venereal

¢ concern to be at an end. In the only inftance
« where I ever law a gonorrheea difappear in this
* manner, the confequence was, that the patient
« epdured the moft confirmed lues venerea that
« ever I have feen in all my pragtice. A lieute-
< nant of a man of war was feized with the fmall-
< pox whilft the gonorrheea was on_him: he had
¢ the fimall-pox fo bad, it was with great difficulty
« he recovered: the gonorrheea left him altoge-
5 lhér. He went, as foon as he recovered from
« the fmall-pox, to fea; was abfent from England
« more than twelve months, and returned in a moft
« emaciated flate, with nodes vpon bhis bones, at-
« tended with inceflant pains, and a large ulcer
« over all the palate, fore-teeth out, and the bone
< wasa carics. Much mercury had been given at
< fea to him, but to no purpofe. He recoveredat
« Dr. Kelly’s, at Knightfbridge, by warm bathing,
« milk diet, deco€lion of farfaparilla, and a little
¢ mercury was given, when his conflitution had
« been previoully mended. . Dr. Wright attended
¢ him with me. . So much for the fecurity of go=
« norrheea curing itfelf. T am inclined to think that

* Junter's Treatife, page 84.
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¢ the more a perfon is out of health, the more likely
« the venercal virus is to be abforbed. At any
« rate the cafe above proves direétly the contrary
“ to an opinion the profeffor would fix us with
¢ It appears to- me beyond a doubt, that no two
¢ ations can take place in the fame conflitution
« at the fame time. Here we find the profeflor
« pofitive ; but this is one of his new opinions:
« perhaps he is in the right. We ought to be
¢ proudeft of our own children; and the more
« rickety they are, the more parental tendernefs
« they require from us. Does the profeffor pre-
<« tend to fay, that the virus was dormant whilft it

“ was abforbing from the urethra into the ha-
&hig i

Turs is a long quotation, and I fhall take the
liberty of making a long remark on it.

M=z. Berr, who does not admit the virus of go«
norrheea to be venereal, would fay, the lieutenant
became infeéted -at fome port during his voyage,
which does now and then happen. But taking the
cafle as it ftands, it confirms Mr. Hunter’s opi-
nion in every point of view. Mr. Hunter only
contends for the local a&tion being cured by a fe-
ver. The cafe alfo fhows precifely that two dif-

* Obfervations, part L p. &
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eafed altions Eanirot take place in the fame part at
the fame time; for the venereal ceafed at the ac-
eefs ‘of the variolous, and did not return till the
tatter was over. ¢ But,” fays Mr. Foot, * does
*“ the profeflor pretend to fay, that the virus was
¢ 'dormant whillt it was abforbing from the urethra
“ into the habit 2 T trult not; becaufe fuch lan=
guage is too loofe and figurative for one who had
precile ideas. T could almoft adopt Mr. Foot’s
mode of reafoning, and afk, whether the poifon
might not as well' be conveyed ﬂeEpmg as awake,’
But I'wifh to avoid verbal; 6r even grammatlcal
eriticifms, where they are not'neceffary, from the
effect words and grammatical tunﬂructlun haw:
on the rcaloning.

“ It has beeh a difpute among Englith gramma-
rians, whether the want of a prefv:nl: and imperfeél
paffive is any defett in our languarre * It is molt
probable that preclfe ideas may be communicated
in any language where the writer poffefles fuch
ideas himfelf, and wilhes to cnmmumcatﬂ them.
But the prefent is an inflance how a writer may be
deceived by the too frequent mlﬁgpphcatmn of the
tetms of his own language. * Can the virus be
« dormant whilft it is abforbing »* By dormant it
i plain Mr. Foot means 7ot in affion, whillt he

.?" Sge Mr. Pickbourn's i.._n genious differtation on the En-
glith Verb.
s e feems
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feems to add, it is in the aéf of abforbing. But Mr.
Foot knows the virus has no power of abforbing,
and if it had, what could it abforb ? Had he writ-
ten in Latin, he would have faid Dum abforbeba-
tur, but the refinement of our ears, not admitting
the circumlocution of whilft it was being abforbed,
and cufltom having authorifed the other mode of
expreflion, has deceived the writer {o as to make
him fancy that the virus was in the att ofabforbing,
and confequently, that it could not be paffive or
dormant. DBut after all, are the virus and the con-
ftitution the fame thing ? certainly not, the confti-
tution was engaged in the variolous fever, but the
venereal virus might be prefent, and the action of
the abforbing fyftem could no more be fufpended
during a fever than refpiration. What then would
Mr. Foot fignify ? Whenever he has fixed precile
terms to his meaning, he will fay, “ At the time
« the variolous fever commenced, the gonorrheca
¢« cealed. At the acceffion of the fever, I con-
« ceive the virus was ablorbed before the gonor:-
“ heea quite ftopped, (for it could not be after-
“ wards) and, when abforbed, gave a difpofition
“ to certain parts of the body, to take on the dii-
¢« eale, but which difealed action did not take place
“ while the conftitution was engaged with the va-
“ riolous.”” This, he will be convinced, was the
only way in which the virus could be faid not to
be inactive or dormant, and in this, or any otherin-

telligible
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telligible way of Rating his fact, I thank him, from
the refpect I bear to the memory of Mr. Hunter.

It was my intention to have pafled over every
thing not immediately conneéted with the difeale
in queftion, but in turning over the leaves of the -
fecond part of “ Obfervations,” the name of Mr.

Pott caught my eye.

¢ Tz profeffor has again introduced his”” [Mr.
Pott’s] ¢ name,* and a curious fituation he has
« placed fo great a man in, a helplefs {petlator to
« the decay of the tefticle !

I &~ ow not why men, who chofe to forget their
former animofities, if they had any, thould be
brought before the public as rivals.  Mr. Hunter,
in the paflage under confideration, pays refpeét to
Mr. Pott’s obfervation and to his judgment, In
another part of the work, “ Mr. Pott,” fays he,
« is, I believe, the firft who fhowed the world the
« ufe of opium in mortifications.” T have myfelf
heard Mr. Pott adopt Mr. Hunter’s pbrafe of ad-
hefive inflammation in his lectures, have met
them together in confultation, and on thele, as well
as all other occafions, have remarked with plea-
fure, bow much the urbanity of truly well bred and

# Obfervations, Past 11, page 147. .
well
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well informed men, foftened thofe afperities which
are characteriftic of vulgar and little minds. Nor
was this furprifing, when it is confidered how littlle
Mr. Hunter was difpofed, in writing or lecturing,
to lofe time in proving what is beft thown by a re-
gular ftatement of facts. More than this would
have interrupted thofe purfuits which were always
uppermoft in his mind. In all thefe refpects he
differed much from his brother : and Mr. Pott al-
ways fhowed his confcioufnels of it by the different
manner in which he treated their names. Such was
the petulant wafpifhnels of the Doctor’s temper,
that, not fatisfied with defending himfelf, he muft
always leave a fting in the fide of his adverfary : and
fo frequently would he vellicate, cauterize, cut,
abrade, and by every means irritate the tender
granulations that were dilpofed to rife, that if ever
a cicatrix was formed, it was of fuch a complexion
as muflt always keep alive the memory of the an-
cient injury.

Fan different was the character of that philofo-
pher, whole name I have fo frequently quoted :
a name that will be dear as long as memory
and gratitude exilt, and as different was the lan<
guage of Mr. Pott, when he had occafion to fpeak
of either.

Bur ifit was improper thus to eppofe characters

Lo
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to each other who were difpofed to live in harmo-

ny, it is not lels unfair to make comparifons be-

tween talents fo different. Mr. Pott is never {o

aptly defcribed as when he is called the ornament of

the profeffion : he certainly adorned every thing he

took in hand. While Mr. Hunter was diligently and
attentively examining the ground-plot, and feemed

fearful of being interrupted in fecuring his founda-
tion, the other had already prepared the fluttering
genii that were to embellith the arcades: and if
per-chance the weaknels or obliquity of a column
{hould, to a faltidious critic, fuggeft a doubt on the
duration of the future ftrutture ; the attention of
the {pectator was never fuffered to dwell upon it,
but engrofled entirely by the talte and propriety of
the enrichments,

Mz. Hunter, when fatisfied of the firmnefs of
his ground, was only-anxious to be underftood.
Having no talte or {cientific ambition beyond his
rel¢arches into nature, and aware of the difficulties
that attend fuch inveftigations, he thought it enough °
if he could by any means convey the refult of his
enquiries to his hearers. His manner was fre-
quently_ ungrateful ; his illuftrations coarle; his
language always unadorned. But Mr. Pott feemed
conftantly to have in view

Non fatis eft pulchra ¢ffe poémata dulcia funto
Et quocungue volent animum auditoris agunio.

In
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In the theatre, his ftyle of operating was ele-
gant at the age of feventy. In converfation, he
was always brilliant and correél ; in compofition,
talteful, energetic, and interefting ; in the leflure
room, eloquent and perfpicuous. It was not enough
that he feduced the attention by the improvements
he introduced : the errors of his predeceflors muft
be glanced at, and that nothing might be wanting,
our more remote forefathers* mult be introduced,
and the names of Celfus, Fallopius,  Fabricius ab
aqua pendente, Hildanus, and others were brought
forward to heighten the antithefis, flatter the vanity
of the rifing generation, and difplay the extent of his
ownerudition.—Norwasthe contraft greaterin con~
{ultation. Mr. Pott, as his biographer remarks, was
“ prompt in judgment, rapid in decifion.”+ Mr.
Hunter, while inquiring intoa cale, feemed engaged
in an experimental inveftigation, and never [crupled
to acknowledge himfelf ignorant, where he could not
{atisfattorlly make up his mind. Talents fo dif-
ferent were lefs expofed to rivalfhip, and if any
exifted, it was reftrained by native good fenfe, and
an attention to propriety on both fides.

I nec pardon of my reader, for this narrative fpe-
cimen of “ laudator temporis aéii.” .~ But if he feels

* A common lerm with him in lcﬂuring.

1+ See his epitaph in Eaile’s edition of his works,
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with me at the recolleftion of ¢ thofe rare men, that
¢« taught in thofe rare days,” he will not think the
digreflion long. If be only knows them by their
works, (and in thefe who can be ignorant of them ?)
he cannot be difpleafed at being thus perfonally in-
troduced to them.—But having turned my recollec-
tion to that period, when the only bufinefs of life
was to learn, and the means of improvement always
at hand—to fcenes which, like all others, are heigha
tened by being viewed in a reflefting medium, and
which, in proportion as we retreat from them ,blend
with a more enchanting foftnefs their various co-
Tours, and fmooth all their little afperities :—having
thus far indulged the tranfition of ideas, I fhall,
without farther apology, conclude the fabje&t with
a {entence which is always obtruding itfelf whene-
ver thefe charafters are contrafted, and which is
as appofite as any can be, that compares individuals
to a nation. Athenienfium res gefte ficuli ego ex-
iflimo fatis ample magnificeque Sfuere ; verum ali-
quanto minores tamen quam memoriz feruntur. Sed
quia provenére ibi foriptorum magna ingenia, per
serrarum orbem Athenienfium fafla promaximiscele=
brantur. At populo Romano nunguam ca copia fuit s
quia fbmdentiﬂi mus quisgie maxime negotiofus erat :
ingenium nemo fine corpore exercebat. ¥——DBut it
is time we fhould attend to the paffage that has in-

* Salluft, Bellum Cat-alinariuﬁ-.-
trodaced
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troduced this digreffion: bn this 1 fhall be very
fhort.

Tix firlt paragraph is Mr. Hunter’s, as extra@l-
ed hjr Mr. Foot. The fecond is, Mr. Foot’s re-
marks :T ¢ Tefticles have been known to wafte in
“ cafes of rupture, probably from the conftant
¢ preflure of the inteftine. Mr. Pott has given
¢ cafes of this kind.”

“I just remarked that the profeflor is fingularly
“ unfortunate in all his affertions : it gives me great
¢ pain to be conftantly contradi&ing him, but I do
“ here flatly ; becaufe it muft place the one or o-
“ ther of usin a mean and moff difgraceful fitua-
P ton?

I¥ the reader will take the trouble of referring
to Vol. ii. p. 58, of Earle’s edition; or a6o of the
quarto edition, publifhed by Mr, Pott himfelf,
in the note he will read the following paffage :
“ The caul adhered to the hernial fack in fever-
 al places, the inteftine in none, the teflicle in-
“cluded wn ats tunica vaginalis was much wafled.’”
In the third vol. page 350, is an account of a cy-
ftic hernia, in the operation for the cure of which
Mr, Pott fays, « I difcovered a tefticle which lay

¥ Obfervations, Part 1I. page 145,
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« immediately behind the body, forming the tu-

“ mour, and was fmall, flat, and comprefled.” In

the laft cale, the tefticle was not preffed by the in-
teftines, but ftill it was comprefled by the contents
of the hernial fack. On the firft T make no re-
marks, but leave our readers to judge what infe-

_rence they are to draw from the propolition; as

ftated by Mr. Foot.—Had 1 feen it fooner, it
might have faved the reader and myfelf fome time
that might have been better employed.

e S e S

Tus laft writer I fhall take notice of is Mr.,
Bell, of Edinburgh, who, in the year 1793,
publifhed ¢« A Treatife on Gonorrheea Viru-
« lenta and Lues Venerea.” - This gentleman’s
firlt objeét is to prove, that the two dileales
originate from different fpecies of contagion.
After remarking the different phznomena they ex-
hibit, he obferves, that the fmalleft local affettion
of lues venerea is apt to produce a general affec-
tion of the {yftem which may even be produced
by abforption, without any previous ulceration
on the part to which it is applied. ‘¢ This,” fays
Mr. Bell, “is denied by many ; but I have met
¢ with various inftances of it, and it will be ad-
“ mitted by every praftitioner of experience.
* Now this be'ing eftablifhed’*—Let the reader

* an.::, page
: determine
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determine whether it is eftablifhed. As to what
Mr. Bell or 1 have feen, it amounts to little ; vidi
ego, 1s no more argument than ipfe dixit. When
a man has formed an opinion of his own, it is not
enough to prove it in this manner, by generals ;
he muft inform us of all the circumftances on
which his fafls reft; and even then, if he is as
punttilious as an experimental philofopher ought
to be, he will be unwilling to truft to the evidence
of his own fenfes. It is true Mr. Bell raifes a
number of objeétions to his theory, which he is at
no trouble in anfwering, becaufe they are fuch as
no one who has a juft conception of the difeale
would offer.  They reft on the retropulfion of
Dr. Swediaur and the influence-thifting property
of another author. We have accounts of fome
furgeons who have thought it neceffary to falivate
their patients, becaufe the difcharge fuddenly ceaf-
ed, as if fomething was thrown into the blood. But
thefe opinions can be only the offspring of igno-
rance, The f{topping of the difcharge is only a
proof that the fource of infetion no longer re-
mains: in other words, that the fecretion, which
arofe from the irritation of virulent matter, has
ceafed, which is no more a proof of any thing be-
ing thrown into the conftitution, than in thofe
difeales, which, to ufe Mr. Bell’s words, are
found to proceed from what is termed ¢ a tranfla-
“ tion of the matter of gonorrhea to other parts
T P “ 5 p
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¢ of the body” Mr. Bell has three or Faur
cafes ready. In fome, a dxfchargf; fmm the eye,
in others, from the nufe, were the confequence
of the fudden ftopping of gnnorrhcﬁa The
nofe cafe, I have reafon to believe, is pecuhar
to Edinburgh. It is mentioned by Mr. Bell and
Dr. Swediaur as a very common accident ; tlmugh

I do not recolle& gn}r uther authm' who has de-
{cribed it.

But however common f{uch accudﬂnts may be
in that part of the world no one that thinks can
ever afcribe them to ~ retrepulfion, abforption,
tranflation of matter, or the fhifting of influence.
Retmpuiﬁnn and mﬂuence-ﬂuﬁl ng are words with-
out meaning. The only way befides ‘immediate
contaft, by which matter can be conveyed to the
eye or noftril, is by abfurpuﬂn, which may e:-u{t
jult as well while the difcharge is confiderable, as

when it is lels, and which mu{’c ceafe when matter

is no longer fecreted, to be abforbed. It rarely
happens that two parts of the body fuffer violent
inflammation” at the fame time. Inflammation,
therefore, attacking the eye, may fuperfede that
of the urethra; and no lofs of fubftance being
endured’ by the latter, the tcffat:nn of the inflam-
mation may cure the difeafe. But the rapidity
with which this gentleman writes, is only excufable
from the habit he has been in of compiling, “ We

A T o © % have
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¢ have alfo to remark,” fays he, ““that in num-
¢ berlefs inflances people have been poxed by the
«« matter of {yphilis being El;.r accident applied to
«a cut or a [cratch, as often happens with fur-
“« geons In drefling chancres and buboes,”” By
the matter of {yphilis I conceive Mr. Bell means
the fecondary ; or, as they are {ometimes called,
the conftitutional fores; in other words, thofe
which arife from abforption. Now of thele
numberlefs inftances it would have been worth
while to have referred us to a few, fince even the
poffibility of fuch an cvent is a matter at leaft
problematical. As to thofe accidents which are
faid to happen often from drefling chancres and
buboes, I trult the furgeons of Edinburgh will
not thank Mr. Bell for this accufation of their
aukwardnefls. “ But,”’ continues he, *“ no one ever
 heard of a pox being got in this manner from
« the matter of gonorrhcea.” It is very true that
gonorrheea is not ufually dreffed by furgcons.
« It has indeed been faid, that chancres may be
s produced by infinuating the matter of gonorrhcea
¢ beneath the {kin.”’—< It has been faid.”” Thus,
(0 fome writers, experiments made in public hof-
pitals, by men proverbially celebrated through-
out Europe for juftnefls in conceiving, and ac-
curacy in conduéting their enquiries, are treated
with lels attention than nymberlefs inflances

T 4 none
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none of which are particularized ; * and accidents .
which, were they to bappen, wﬂuld enly prove
what no one doubts.

“ Norninc therefore,”” fays Mr. Bell, « can
% be admitted from this argument ; for, in order to
« avoid fallacy, and give fupport to the opinion,
< thefe experiments would not only require to be
% conduéted with accuracy, but to be numerous,
“ and to be repeated on a variety of patients, under
¢« every pnﬂiblﬂ variety of circumftances.”  If it
were an argument, inftead of a fa&, that is treated
in this manner, there might be fome apology for
Mr. Bell’s, fcepticifm. But he fhould confider
the difference between argument and experiment.
A fingle fa&, well afcertained, is of more confe-
quence to a philofophic enquirer, than ten thou-
fand fu ggeﬂmns of number!ejﬁ inflances. He ought
to know alfo, ‘that when a fat is eftablifhed with
fausf'aftory clearnefs, the repetition of the experi-
ment is not only unneceffary, but a mifapplication
of that time which fhould be better employed.
But the negative experiment mentioned by him-
{clf, proves he admits nothing. While it is al-
lowed that we have no fatisfatlory teft of the dif-
ference between virulent and fimple gﬂnmrhcea,
nothmn can be calleﬁcd from the apphcatmn of

* Neceffe fit ad inftantias Partu:ularcs recurrere,—See
pdge g2, note,

the
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thé difcharge proving innocent ; fill lels when we
confider how frequently it happens that the parts.
are infenfible to the yirus: fuch appears to have
been the cafe in the inftances related by himfelf ;
for not ﬂnl'y did venereal virus fail to produce go-
norrhcea when applied to the urethra, but chan-
cre alfo. * But,” fays Mr. Bell, ¢¢ we cannot place
« much dependence on thefe or any other experi=
¢ ments that have been made, but muft truft to ex-
« perience and the ordinary courfe of pratice for
¢ means to alcertain it.””* Cafes then that occafion-
ally occur, and the hiftory of which we can rarely
trace fatisfaltorily, are to be confidered as ftronger
evidence than experiments made with accuracy, at-
tended to with caution, and the whole progrefs of
which is immediately within our own cognizance.
The former certainly admit of more reafoning up-
on, becaufe where a faét is not clearly afcertained,
we may take the liberty of fuggelting a few proba-
ble inferences that might follow from probable
events. But when we recolleél, that what 1s con-
tefted by Mr. Bell was founded on an experiment,
the accuracy of which cannot be doubted, and that
his attempts only go to reafon us out of it, we can
only anfwer him by a maxim of the firlt philofo-
pher the world has ever known ; ¢ If once we per=-
« mitt conjettures, to leflen the validity of induc-
« tions drawn. from experiments, it will be impof-
« fible that fcience fhould be progreffive.”

* Vol. I, page 35.
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Tz different times at which the difeafes fhowed
themfelves is next urged, and it is faid that gonorr-
heeal virus was not difcovered till forty years after
Iges venerea. But as the rummning of the reins is
as old as the Mofaic law, and as it is univerfally ad-
muited, that we have mo certain criterion to deter-
mine between the different fpecies of gonorrheea,
it is not to be wondered at if the venereal pafled
unnoticed as long as that period.  If it was fo long
before gonorrheea was confidered a venereal affec-
tion, it feems to follow that fymptoms of fyphilis

were fielt difcovered in a perfon in whom no other

fource could be detefted, and that the theory was
canfequent to the fatk

It has been my intention throughout, to make as
few praflical remarksas pnﬂibl:—:—, and to fay as little
of the prattical ﬂbﬁ:rvatmns of others. When a
~ difeale is perfeQily ungﬁmd, the mode of treat-

ment will not be difficult, nor will the prallitioner
be at alofshow to vary his remedies. = But it is im=
poffible to pafs over the mlsfﬂrmne that attends
the fluency of Mr. BelP’s pen. The ﬁaf& of hig
fiyle is much aflited by the facility with which
cafes, remedies, cures, and failures of fuccr:ﬁ: r:nffer
themfelves fpontaneounfly to him. One fhould al-
maft conceive, that, from a habit of cnmp:lmg, he
bad gradually made every cale he has read his own,
ap Hexfchell, from conftantly obferying the moon,

is
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is -faid to call every new difcovery he makes,
an addition to his freehold eftate. Either this
muft be the cafe, or the difeafes of Edinburgh, as
I obferved, are very different from thofe of Lon-
don.  The teftes,” fays Mr. Bell, ¢ we find are
«“ gpt to deca)r.”* He then enumerates various
ways in which they have decayed, the moft com-
mon ages at which the difeafe happens, the confti-
tutions moflt fufceptible of it, and the moft
ufual caufes : all this too, with a fluency and eale
that would lead the young praétitioner to fuppofe
the difeafe fo common that he is to be perpetually
expetling it. But if this is the cale in the city of
Edinburgh, it would at leaft have been right to have
warned his readers that fuch is not common in any
other part of the world. Mr. Hunter, though for
feveral years the confulting furgeon of the whole
empire, and in many inftances, of Europe, could
recount only two cales that he had feen, and a third
that was communicated to him. Itis however a
confolation, that in a town where the difeale 1s fo
apt to occur, Mr. Bell has been lucky enough to
difcover that a blifter has been in one inftance
equal to checking its progrefs.
r
SomE of Mr. Bell’s opinions concerning lues
venerea are not lefs novel. “ If it were not more
« a matter of curiofity than real utility, many ar-

* Vol. I. page 356,
¢ guments
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“ guments might be adduced to fhow that the dif.
* cafe preva:led among the Jews, Greeks, and Ro-
¢ mans, and their defccndams » Jong htfnre the dif-
¢ covery of America,”*—And why niot in Para-
dife? If this mode of hurrying through a queftion
is to bé adopted, might it not be :mpmved by hint-
ing that Eve gave it Adam, and that the ftory of
the apple is only al]egoncaI of this "évent. - If my
recolleftion does not betray me, I have met ‘with
fomething of this kind extrated from an ancient
writer.'  Like moft of the -Cabalifts, he was for
deriving all the heathen fables from their myfteries,

. and afferts, that the cclebrated ftory of the golden

pippin, given by Paris to Venus, originated from _
thisfource. That hence the difeafe was indifferently
called morbus Venereus, and morbus Parifienfis. In
fucceeding ages, thefe names were fuppofed to
fignify beaux and courtezans, and the golden
apple to point out the danger of purchafing the
favours of the fex, till a more corred nofologifi,
recolleéiing that the claffical name for the city of
Paris was Lutetia, thought it neceffary to change
Parifienfis for Gallicus, which he could do with
the more propriety, as the difeafe at that time per-
vaded omnem Galliam.—I grant all this is very
abfurd.  But it is lefs likely to miflead the reader
than a fuggeftion about “ many arguments ;”’ be-
caufe, when the arguments are produced, the

* Vol, 2, page 2., I
rcader
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reader can judge what force they contain.
s But,” fays Mr. Bell, ¢ being a matter of curio-
«« fity, rather than of real utility, I fhall not enter
¢ further upon it at prefent.”” ’Tis {trange that an
author who has devoted two thick oftavo volumes
to this difeafe fhould not be aware that the en-
quiry is by no means fo trilling as he expreflfesit. I
have already fhown in the inftances of Phagedena,
one important queltion, that depends upon it ; and
Mr. Bell is not backward in availing himfelf of
dates among the proofs he alledges of the difference
between the chancrous and gonorrheeal contagion.

Axox ¢ the modes by which the difeafe may be
communicated, we are told of its paffing, as other
hereditary dileafes do, from parents to their off-
fpring, a fubjett that is hereafter explained more
at large. It is next faid to be frequently given
by a difeafed child to a nurfe.—*“ An infetted
¢ nurfe can [carcely give fuck without commu-
« picating the difeafe to the child.—When this
¢ happens, merely by fucking the milk, the difeafe
¢« does not appear at firft about the mouth of the
“ child: it proceeds more readily to contaminate
« the fyftem, than to produce any local efteél.”—
Devoted babes! why fhould your fate be {o pe-
culiarly hard? For in the fpace of about three pages
we are told, ¢ Itis fomewhat remarkable that the

* 1d. Page 5.
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¢ venereal virus fhould fo readily enter the fyltem
“ when applied to any part of the furface of the
% body, when we find, from a variety of fals; that
“ the abforbents of the ftomach and inteftines,
< do not feceive it.”* But peculiarly hard as the
fate of children may appear, grown people are
not without their dangers.—The difeafe we are
told, may be communicated on parts where the
cuticle 1s thick and entire, and without pmducmg
any local mifchief:—by matter left on the lips in
kiffing, in drinking out of d cup recently ufed by
an infeéted perfon, and in fome inftances; Wltlh
out any UI{IEIHHUH being induced,

Suvewn, and a fetw others, are the modes in which
thisdifeafe maybe communicated, and which, though
not very frequent, the author has feen various in-
ftances of.—Now for the defcription of the difeafe
itfelf. ¢ When lues venerea is not interrupted in
«its progrefs by the ufe of mercury or other
““ remedies, the following is the order in which
¢ the fymptoms commonly appear, viz. chancres;
¢« buboes, ulcers, and inflammation in the throat
¢ ulcers in the motth and nofe, eraptions or blot-
“ ches on the furface of the body, ulcers in dif-
“ ferent parts, nodes and fivellings in the periof-
* teum, bones, and tendons, excrelcences about
“ the anus, {wellings of the teftes, lofs of hair from

* Id. p 8.
s « all




BiR. BELLL 287

¢ all parts of the body, blindnels, lofs of hearing;
« and other anomalous fymptoms.”*—Such is the
difeale that was known to the Jews, Greeks, and
Romans, who were ignorant of the medicinal ef
fefls of mercury ; and yet Horace did not die of
the pox! But, fuppofing that by fome am, now
unknown, he contrived to eflcape; is it notre=
markable, that, in his fecond fatire, a principal
part of which is taken up in direfling his friend
in the choice of his amours, no caution fhould
occur relative to this train of fymptoms?

Tie following is Mr. Bell’s defcription of the
formation of chancres, © The firlt effeét, which
« ufually refults from the application of the matter
“ of lues venerea to any part of the furface of the
« body, is a flight degree of inflammation. The
“ part becomes itchy, red, and, in fome degree
¢ painful ; and nature endeavouring to walh away
¢ the irritating caule, a quantity of fcrum is thrown
s¢ out under the cuticle, in the form of a fmall boil
“ or pimple. This foon burfts, and leaves a fore of
% 3 correlponding fize, foul and floughy at the bot-
¢ tom, with hard retorted edges.”t  The firlt part
of this hiftory of chancre I have already fhown s
confirmed by every corrett writer.J The probable

* 1d. page 12. t 1d, page 13.

1 Except that moft of them [peak of pus, inftcad of ferum.
caule
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caufe of the puftule or veficle was not fuggefted, T
believe, before Mr. Hunter. But while Mr. Bell
is fo ready to adopt it, he is not aware of the confe-
quence it leads to. It is an invariable effe&t,”
fays Mr. Hunter, * that when any part of an ani-
¢ mal is irritated to a certain degree, it inflames and
& forms matter, the intention of which 1s to remove
« the irritating caufe. This procefs is cafily ef-
¢ fetted when it is on a furface whofe mature is to
« fecrete ; but when on a fuiface. whole nature is
¢ not to fecrete, it then becomes more diflicult,
¢ for another procefs muft be fet up, which is
¢ ylceration.””* Though I have chofen to give
Mr. Hunter’s words, yet, if the caufe aflcribed by
either him or Mr. Bell is admitted, the inference

_follows, as ftated by the former; and Mr. Bell

will find, that, without being aware of it, he has
given a reafon why the fame {pecies of contagion
may produce two different effe€ts. Mr. Hunter

procecds,  This, like moft other in{lammations

« that terminate in ulcer, begins firft with an itch-
« ing in the part; if it is the glans that is in-
« flamed, gencrally a fmall pimple appears, full
« of matter, without much hardnefs, or feeming
¢ inflammation.”’—¢ The itching is gradually
¢ changed to pain,” &c. Hitherto the two de-
fcriptions only differ in Mr. Hunter’s being fo
minute as to render it tedious to every reader
that is not aware of the great importance = of

* Tyeatile, 216,
accuracy
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accuracy in every pathological minutia. I cannot
be thought to accufe Mr. Bell of plagiarifm by thus
fhowing the fimilarity of language of the two, when
it is confidered, that I have traced the delcription
of chancre beyond Mr. Hunter ; and as it is
to be concluded each delineated what he faw,
we arc to expeft their accounts to be fimilar.
But the concluding part of Mr. Bell’s delcription,
is all bis own,—¢ foul and floughy at the bot-
“ tom, with hard retorted edges.”” On this I {hall
only remark, that the floughy bottom is not the
truc charatter, but only an accidental circumftance
of chancre, and that the retorted edge is what I
have never dilcovered, nor found defcribed by
any one. ‘That there is a hard, thickened, and
fomewhat clevated edge is certain.  This does not
however appear on the burfting of the pimple, but
is gradually formed afterwards. If retorted means
that kind of edge which ufually attends cancer, and
arifes from the fungus below the {kin, refle€ting the
latter back on the found part, I can only fay, that
none of the London holpitals, to which I have
bad accels, exhibit fuch chancres, that I have never
feen them in private, and that no one defcribes
them but-himfelf.

“ It has been remarked,”” fays Mr. Bell,  that
“old venereal (lecondary) ulcers do not produce
““ buboes; and this has given rile to an opinion,
¢ that the matter produced by thefe fores is not of

U 2 yve-
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« a venereal nature ; that is, that it would not con-
« taminate the fyftem were it carried into the blood
“ by the abforbents. Mr. Hunter was, I believe,
« the firft who advanced this opinion”*® Tfindeed
Mr. Hunter had given nothing more than opinion,
and fupported that opinion only by reafoning on
buboes, Mr. Bell’s anfwer might be fatisfattory ;
but how much like verberat iflibus auras is all the
apparent weight of argument produced by the lat-
ter, when compared with thofe experiments which
were publicly repeated, and with fuch uniform ef-
fe&t.¥ When Mr. Bell gives us the refult’of ex-
periments made with the fame publicity and accu-
racy, it will be time enough to confider om which
fide the argument preponderates. |

Tiess fecondary ulcers are faid to e, for the
molft part, preceded by blotches or {mall pimples,
fometimes by only a flight degree of itchinefss
SRt continues Mr. Bell, © in whatever manner
«a venereal ulcer may form, the appearances
« which it afterwards exhibits are nearly the fame.
e« A conliderable deftruftion of parts foon takes
¢ place; more q:uicl-:]y;indenﬂ:d than ufually hap-
« pens from any other caufe except mortification.

< Inftead of proceeding g:‘adually from the furface

«« downwards, as other ulcers do, a certain portion

* Id. page 33-

+ Appendix No, II. ~Sce allo page 104«
LR .
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« of the foft parts between the affe@ed {pot of the
“ {kin and bone beneath feem to be contaminated
¢« at once ; for almoft as foon as the fkin becomes
¢ evidently ulcerated, the correfponding parts be-
% peath not only appear to be difeafed, but are
¢ foon thrown fo entirely out, that fcarcely any
¢ thing but the periolteum is left to cover the

“ bones’~

Sucw is Mr. Bell’s defeription of the fecondary
venereal ulcer: let us fee how far it agrees with
other authors. Sydenham f{peaks of phaged=nic
ulcers, but defcribes none except in the throat, and
his tranflator and commentator acknowledges that
he has failed in giving {o exaét a defcription of this
as of other difeales.®* Boerhaave delcribes a cafe of
phagedanic ulcers, of which, however, he fays, ne-
que 1n profundum penelraffe : and that this is diffe-
rent from the difeafe quod nunc pervulgatum Eu-
ropaos affligit.T Van Swieten, taking Bocrhaave as
his guide, and occalionally glancing at Aftruc, fays,
¢ Mialma venercum in fanguinem jam receptum &
“ dein ad cutem depofi:um produxifle maculas**#*
¢« & polt plures fquamas fucceffivasin ulcus venere.
¢« um mutabantur quod copiofum tabum ex flavo—
‘¢ yiridefcentem quotidie erutlabat.” After-
wards—¢ Lenta tamen hec elt inflammatio & pe-
“ riodum {uam' ¢ardo gradu percurrit non enim

* Swan, page 310. t Prefatio ad Luifin.
Uz : “ {ubita
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~ « {ybita adeo fequitur fuppuratio ut in aliis motbis

« inflammatoriis; nec reliqui inflammationis exl-

< tus; fed fimul adeft acrimonia, quz partes cor-

< poris quas occupat ne offibus quidem exceptis
« lenta exefione confunrit & deltruit.”*  Aftruc
fo entirely paffes over this rapidity defcribed by
Mr, Bell, that he f{peaks of ulceration as a very
late procels, and always fuperficial. ¥ Sauvage
fpcaks only of puflule crufiofe.—Sagar ules the
fame expreflion.—Cullen fays,  Cutis, prefertim

«c ad marginem capillitii; papulz corymbofe, in

« cruftas & in ulcera, craftola abeuntes.” The

“three laft I have extraéted from Cullen’s Nofology,
. whofe fuperior accuracy is to be remarked in dif-

tinguifhing, the ulcer covered by a cruft of har=

dened pus from puftula cruftofa, as defcribed by

the other two.

Tas following is Mr. Hunter’s account of the

~difeafe on the fkin:—¢ The appearance of the

¢ parts themlelves next begins to alter; forming 2
€t cnpper-mloured, dry, inelaftic cuticle, called a
& {curf; this is thrown off, and new onesare form-
« ed. Thefe appearances fpread to the breaddh
« of a fixpence or fhilling, but feldom broader, at
« Jealt for a confiderable time, every fucceeding
# Vol V. left, v444.
. 4 Book IV. Chap. 111, feik. 2. Barrowby’s tranflation,
yol. 1. pages 20, agd @2, . foisef
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¢ fcurf becoming thicker and thicker, till at laft’
¢¢ it becomes a common {cab; and the difpofition
¢ for the formation of matter takes place in the
¢ cutis under the {cab, fo that at laft it turns out a
« true ulcer, in which ftate it commonly {preads,
« although but fowly,”*

I suourp not have troubled the reader with
ail thefle enumerations, but that Mr. Bell’s account
of rapid ulceration furprifed me fo much, as to
induce me to compare it with -the writings of all
the belt authors; and as I conceive the reader
would wifh to do the fame, he may not objeél to
a reference to them., It is impoffible not to be
{truck with the difference, and as Mr. Beli could
only have collefted his defcription from his own
obfervation, it is entitled to the more attention.
Another peculiarity Mr. Bell remarks, which I do
not recollett to have met with in any other authar.
« If the mercury is laid afide before the virus is e-
o radicated—if the fores have healed, and again
« break out, although they will not go to fuch a
« depth as they did in the firlt procefs of ulcera-
¢« tion, they will fpread further, and become more
¢ pnumerous. Although thefe new formed ulcers
« {c]dom penctrate to fuch a depth as thofe to
« which they fucceeded, they aflume every other
¢ gppearance of the true venereal ulcer ; they arg

* Treatife, page 320,

U 3 “ foul,
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« foul,and fomewhat fpongy—nor does mereury aét
“ with fuch certainty upon them. The fame cither
‘¢ continue obftinately torefilt the effeét of this ire-
¢“medy, or, if thefe heal, others break out, and
* thus fpread over a very confiderable extent of
¢ furface; giving all the appearance of the pha-
« gedaenic or depafcent ulcer of different au-
“ thors.””* The whole of this account is different
from what we fee of the difeale in this part of the
world. Neither the fpongy appearance, nor the
phagedenic ulcer, nor one fore healing under a
mercurial procefs, while another breaks out, are
confequent on too {lighi a mercurial courfe. I
fhould therefore think Mr. Bell has been defcrib-
ing cither fivvens, or fome morbid poifon different
from the venereal, as found in the London hofpi-
tals,  What very much ftrengthens this laft opini-
on is, a previous paffage in his account of chancre,
by which it appears, that of feven cafes of phage-
denic ulcers of the glans penis, he traced four from
one, and three from another individual fource of
infe@tion.t 1 have .already fhown this primary ul-

~ cer

* See page 103, 4, and 5.

+ ¢ Waex chancres are properly treated from their com-
¢ mencement, they commonly affume a healing appearance
“ in the courfe of a few days ; but in fome inftances, owing
¢ to negleft, in others, to fome peculiarity of conftitution,
¢ and perhaps occafionally fo the matier of infeclion having
¢ been particularly virulent, inftead of becoming clean, and

 of
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cer was well known to Celfus, and his defeription
of the firft divifion of ignis facer will be found not
lefs applicable to the fecondary fymptoms, as de-
{cribed by Mr. Bell. Celfus {peaks of a reddifh
« appearance, or a mixture of red and white, the

« jrritation of the part being increafed by very
{fimall

¢ of a red, healthy complexion, and which they always do
¢ before a cure takes place, they become daily more foul,
¢ and at the fame time more extenfive, and if their progrels
¢ be not ftopped by a judicious external treatment, combin-
t¢ ed with a proper coutfe of mercury, they proceed to form
« fores of a very confiderable magnitude., The danger from
¢ thele, when feated in the preputium, is inconfliderable ; but
¢ in the glans, this variety of chancre is apt to go to fuch a
¢ depth as to prove very alarming. The danger is fome-
¢ times great from the hzmorrhages with which they arc ac-
¢ companied, and we are often aftonifhed at the rapid progrels
¢ of the fores. In fome inftances they extend fo quickly, as
¢ to deftroy a great part of the penisin the gourfe ofa few days.

% Tuis rapid progrefs, which chancres in fome inftances
¢ make, is, for the moft part, fuppofed to depend upon [ome
¢ peculiarity in the conllitution of the patient ; for in gene-
¢ yal chancres remain circum{cribed, and nearly ftatienary for
#¢ a great part of their duration. But 1 have realon tothink,
¢ that in fome inftances it proceeds from the nature of the mat=
& ter by which they are produced : 1 conclude that it is fo from
¢ chancres of this defcription, being much more frequent at
% particular times than at others,and from obferving them at
¢ the fame time in different people recewing the infeflion from
€ the fame woman. About two years ago I met with mere
¢ inftances of this phagedxnic chancre in the fpace of three

% or four months, than I had feen for feveral years before,
113 and
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“ {mall puftules. Thefe ufually contain matter,
‘““and are often attended with heat and rednefs.
““ A frefh one will {pread while that which firfk
“ appeared heals ;** [this is common to the fecon-
dary fymptoms of the venereal and moft other
morbid poifons in their early ftate] ¢ fometimes
““ ulceration {preads from the breaking of the puf-
“ tules, and a difcharge follows, of a complexion
* between pus and fanies. The difeale attacks
< principally the breaft, the fides, prominent parts,
¢and particularly the foles of the feet.”t In
his account of the cure, he confiders the difeale as

¢ and in four of them the infe@ion was traced to the fame
¢ woman : the chancres in'all of them appeared early, and
¢ made fuch rapid progrefs, that very troublsfome hzmorr-
¢ hages occurred from them in the fpace of three or four
& days from their firft appearance ; and in a {fmall town to
¢ which I was lately called for an alarming hamorrhagy,
% produced by an ulcer of this kind, the furgeon in attend-
¢ ance informed me, that in the {pace of a few weeks he had
¢ met with three inftances of the {ame nature, and in which
% the infection was alfo traced to the fame woman,” Page 31, &ec.

* ¢ But although cruptions of this kind difappear from
¢ time to time, no advantage is gained by this: they either
¢ proceed from one part to another, or they attack fome
¢: parts with more violence.

¢ In fome cafes thefe red, or rather mottled blotches, in-
¢ ftead of proceeding to the ftate of ulcer in the manner 1
s have juft defcribed, are all covered over with an infinite
¢’‘number of very fmall pimples, cach of which contains
¢ matter.”” Page 87 and 88,

& Lib. v, cap. 28. fctt. 4, page g20. Ed. Alm.
lefs
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lefs dangerous than moft fpreading ulcers, but a-
mong the moft difficult to be relieved by art, or
any remedy but a fhort fever fupervening. Inthe
manner of treating the difeafe locally, he fpeaks of
fuch ulcers as mediocriter, and fuch as vehementius
ferpunt. This defcription comes nearer Mr. Bell’s
account of fecondary venereal ulcers, than that gen-
tleman’s does to any other author’s defcription of
fyphilis. If, therefore, the ulcers he defcribes are
really venereal, he is certainly juftifiable in tracing
the difcafe to the ancient Romans, and their de-
fcendants. |

Havine fated this queftion with all the im-
partiality T am mafter of, the decifion muft
be left to others, as well as Mf. Bell’s unan-
Jfwerable proof, that Mr. Hunter’s opinion of the
impoffibility of two difcafes exifting at the fame
time in the fame place is fallacious. I have
« at prefent,” fays he, “a perfon who had long
« been liable to piles, who fome time ago was at-
« tacked with condylomatous excrefcences about
¢ the anus, fromavenereal taint; to thefe fucceeded
¢ 5 common abfcels from inflammation, and, laft
« of all, the parts have become cancerous. As all
¢ of thefe are obviou/ly in exiftence at this moment,
« upon the fame parts, and as inftances of other
«« combinations of local difeafes are occurring daily,
« it is with furprife and aftonifhment that I find

« much labour and ingenuity employed, to prove
“ that
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« that this conne&lion of difeafes never takes place,
¢ and in a work too, which does the higheft credit
i ¢ tothe author.”” ¥

« No part of the treatment of lues,” fays Mr.
Bell, « gives more diftrels to patients, or more per-
< plexity to prattitioners, than the management of
¢ this ulcerated ftate of buboes ; which, befides be-
¢« ing accompanied with much pain, is often one of.

<< the moft obftinate fymptoms of-the difeafe. Inftead

| « of yielding to the ufe of ‘mercury, fores of this

- 8¢ defeription often become more obftinate after
< mercury has been employed ; fever is apt to take
¢ place ;- and: where the conflitution is not very
¢ robufl, even fometimes end in the death of the
| §¢ patient.”’t [

Some writers would have .doubted whether
fuch fores as do not yield to mercury, but become
| worle after its ule, fhould be called venereal. But
| i Mr. Bell proceeds, « The great degree of inyete-
g * racy in thefe fores may originate from diffe-

| ¢ rent caufes.” If, by inveteracy is here meant,

| that they are long in healing ; perhaps it may be
| accounted for by the yery i'emtdy that is ufed.
. . And, if ulcerations of the inguinal glands are to be
| gonfidered as- venereal, whether they yicld to
! ;i mercury or not; no ‘wonder Mr. Dell ﬂmu_[d

il find

Hi # Page 100, T Page 107,
|
!
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find the conflitution may be {o often infetted
without a primary ulcer. I fhall not enter into the
difpute with this gentleman, whether the {welled
teftis is ever a {ymptom of the conftitutional dif~
eafe, or whether alopecia more commonly attends
it than the exhibition of mercury. As he ftates
his faéts with fo much precifion and exattnefs, I
can only conclude, as on a former occafion, that
the difeafe is different in London and Edinburgh.
I fhould make the fame remarks of the various
caufes of blindnefs from lues venerea, which are
fo accurately defcribed and fo well diftinguifhed
into gutta ferena, cataratt, affeétions of the aque-
. ous and vitreous humours, and opacities of the cor-
nea. On thefe I can fay nothing, having never
feen any of them. The particular affettions of the
eye-lids, Mr. Bell obferves, have never been de-
{cribed by any author before himfelf ; he bas cer-
tainly the merit of the difcovery. Many of the
anomalous {ymptoms too have been firft difcovered
by himfelf, particularly that atrophy, or wafting of
the body, which is one of the moft frequent fymptoms
of the advanced flage of this [Edinburgh] difeafe,

and from which few or none recover!

In the nextfe&lion* « Of the venereal virus’ Mr.,
Pell undertakes to enquire upon ¢ What part does

* Seftion iii, cap, 4. page 156, Vol 1I,

“ the
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« the matter chiefly a& in producing lues venerea ?
“ When received into the fyftem, can the poifon
¢ _remain there without producing the difeafe ; and
“ isat poflible for a perfon, with the virus in a la-
‘ tent ftate, and without any mark of difeale, to
““ communicate the infetion to others 7 He thinks
1t “ evident that every difcale, produced by conta-
“«_goion, atts firll upon the fluids ; and next, that the
¢ folids are ultimately affefled in a fecondary way
ce only.”” Among the few arguments to prove this,
which the nature of his work will admit, or the
dangey of a contrary opinion require, we are intro-
duced to the mode in which the fluids are infeéted.
The fallacy of the old opinion of fermentation is

glanced at asa thing we cannot eafily conceive, ta

go on in circulating fluids. ¢ But although,” conti-

pues Mr. Bell, < fermentation in the full accepta-

¢« tion of the word, may not occur from this caufe, I
¢ think it highly probable, that the matter of all con-
< tagious difcales, and more ¢fpecially the matier of

&< [ues venerea, hasa power of aflimilating to its own

& pature a certain portion, and ultimately, perhaps,
s the whole fluids in the body.?’ When 1 know what
this aflimilation means, or when I am convinced that
all the fluids partake of the venerealy or any other
contagion, T will then enquire whether the matter
of all contagious difeafes, apd particularly that of
lues venerea, has this aﬁ"nn]atmg power, At pre=-
fent 1 ihall not undenukc to queltion whether, as

Mr,
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M. Bell reafons, this power may be quick or flow,
according to circumftances ;—how large the accu-
ilation mult be before it is capable of exciting a
morbid irritability ;—in what manner the folids are
affeied from the fluids, fo as o produce the dif~
eafe, &c. &c. '

Mr. Hunter's affertion, that the blood ‘of 4
pocky perfon has no infeftious property, as wounds
and fcratches that draw blood do not produce
chancres, is readily anfwered. 1 have at this
¢ time,” fays Mr. Bell, “a gentleman uander my
s¢ care, whofe ‘cafe affords an inftance of this,
where the bites of leeches, applied to the {cro-
tum on account 'of inflammation in one of the
teftes, the confequence of gonorrhaea, degene-
rated into venereal fores. This, I informed him,
would not have happened from gonorrhcea a-
lone ; and, upon enquiry, he acknowledged that
« fix months ago he tabouted under chancres and
« bubo, for which he fufpefted he had not ufed
¢¢ enough of mercury, and that for a week paft he
« had felt uneafinels in his throat, where I found,
“ on infpefiion, that an ulcer had already formed
« on one of the tonfils.  Inthe courfe of bufinefs
& | have met with a variety of fimilar cafes, and
««'every prattitioner mult have done fo.""—** Mr.
¢ Hunter was refolved, however,’” continues Mr.
Bell, « not to reft fatisfied with afferiing, that the

“ blood
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¢ blood of a venereal patient could not communi-
“« cate infeflion. In the fame page, viz. 292, he
“ even fays that the matter produced by fuch ul-
¢ cers as occur in lues venerea is not venereal,
* and will not produce the difeafe.””  Mr. Bell
might have added after ““in the fame page, wviz,
¢ 292, he fays,”” “ in the next, viz. 293, he proves.”’
But as it is extremely inconvenient to argue a-
gainft faéts, Mr. Bell chufes to anfwer Mr. Hun-
ter’s reafoning, and to omit his experiments, to
which the former is only introduttory.®* That
the dileale may be communicated by a perfon in
whom it is latent Mr. Bell proves, by telling us
he knows from a variety of faéts, both father and .
mother, in' fituations fuch as this, have communi=
cated the difeafe to the factus. * Where this hap-
« pened from the mother being infeéted, the mat-
¢ ter of contagion muft pafs from the mother to
the child along with the blood ; but where it
“ takes place from the father, as is moft commonly
« the cafe, there is no other mode in which it can
“ be conveyed but by the femen.””—Certainly !

-

€

"y

Or the remedies ufed in lues venerea, I fhall
only take notice of Mr. Bell’s own opinions, and of
his anfwer to Mr. Hunter’s ; the latter occur firft.
¢ The fymptoms of lues venerea being confider-

* Sge the paffage referred to in Mr. Hunter, or Appen-

dix, No, 11,
: : i cd
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« ed by fome as the effe@t of a peculiar irrita-
« tion, excited by the prefence of the poifon in
¢ the [yftem, they have alfo ventured to fay, that
« mercury cures the venereal irritation, as they

« term it, by producing an irritation of a different
 Lkind.*

E

« Locat pains may for a time be fufpended, or
« they may even be removed altogether, by irri-
¢ tation of a different kind being excited, either
¢ in the contiguous or fome more diftant parts-of
¢ the body ; but we know of no conftitutional dif—
¢ eale that has been cured by fuch means, This
¢ affords, therefore, much caufe to fuppofe, that
“ the opinion is ill founded, when applied to
¢« the aftion of mercury in the cure of lues
« venerca; for when no fuch effett is found to
“ take place in other difeales, we cannot, with-
¢ out the firongeft proofs were given of if, be led
“ to imagine that any thing fo very unufual fhould
« take place here. ~Mr. Hunter indeed gives
¢« as the chiefreafon which he fuggelts in {upport of
“ his opinion, that ¢ the difeale can, in many cafes,
¢ be cured by raifing a violent ftimulus of another
¢ kind’* ¢ I muft fay, however, that I never
“ met with an inftance of this, nor have I been
“ able to hear of any who have done fo. Neither

¢ * Vipg Mr. Hunter's Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe,
¢ page 363.”
“ has
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- ¢ has Mr. Hunter, in treating of the method of

« cure, mentioned any article for the purpofe of
« curing the difeale in this manner.”’*

. I W S

. Tuk fhort quotation from Mr. Hunter, contain -
ed in this extraét, is corretl, except in punctu-
ation. *~ In the original it ends with a femicolon
inftead of a period, -after which follows—* and
« perhaps if we could raife fuch-a confltitutional ir-
¢ ritation without danger, as we often can in local
“ cales, wemight cure the v-:nﬁreg] difeale in the
« fame manner ; and. in one quarter of the ufual
<« time.”’t By this it follows, that the irritation
referred to by Mr. Hunter, is the local one which
cures gonorrheea, (fee Treatife page 77) and that he
acknowledges lues venerea is not to be cured in

+ Vol. a, chap. 4, fect. 4.

% Ivis impoflible not to remark thecoincidence between
this reafoning and Celfus’s oblervation on the cure of other
morbid poifons. | We have fonnd all other morbid poifons
that yield to mercury are cured by a flighter irritation than
the venereal. Celfus tells us that a fhort fever is the molt
powerful remedy for ignis facer.  Might wemnot hence in-
fer, thata conftitutional irritation without mercury miglit be
zaifed fo high and kept up fo long as even fo fuperfede the
venereal aftion ? Thehiftory of the {uppoled venereal difeale,
communicated in the Edinburgh Medical Effays beforeallud-
‘ed to, contains a cale in which “the difcafe from the poifon
appears to have been [uperfeded by the fmall-pox.

this
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this way. But the queftion is much narrowed if
one of Mr. Bell’s premifes is admitted. ¢ From
¢ time to time,” fays he, * we meet with confti-
¢ tutions in which none of the ufual effeéts of mer-
“ cury are produced, and yet even in thefe it does
¢« not fail of curing the difeafe. In all fuch cales
« too, the cure is accomplithed with more eafe
« than where mercury operates in the ufual way :
« and it is worthy of remark, that though all the
« more acrid preparations of mercury will cure
< the difeafe, yet their ftimulating properties are
“ found to be fo hurtful and unneceflary, that al-
“ moft by the univerial confent of prattitioners
¢ they are now generally laid afide.”

Tue firlt part of thefe remarks again convince
me, that Mr. Bell has been defcribing fome other
difeafe befides the venereal. Difealed attions arif-
ing from other morbid poifons, we have found,
where they yield to mercury, arealways relieved
with lefs quantity than the venereal requires, or with
no apparent conftitutional irritation. But in Lon-
don the cure of this difeale is not accomplifhed
with more eale in conftitutions in which the ufual
cffe€ts of mercury are never produced, than
where mercury operates in the ufual way: for
though, as I before oblerved, the determination
to the falivary glands is not always neceffary, yet
the inveterate chancre is never cured without other

X I‘}*m p-
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fymptoms of mercurial irritation. It is admitted
too by the beft prattitioners, that the mercurial
falts, which have been obferved to be moft fuc=
celstul in the cure of fivvens, are not be depended
on in the venereal. Nor is this on account of
their fimulating properties, for excepting on the
: ftomach and bowels, theyare found lefs ftimulating
~than the pure mineral, continued for a fufficient
time. DBut where fals appear {o different, all rea-
foning is nugatory : the decifion muft be left to the
~‘obfervations which have oceurred to praétitioners.

22 Or all the opinions,” fays Mr. Bell, ¢ that
- %< have yet been advanced concerning the opera-
<< tion of mercury in the cure of lues venerea, that
~« which fuppoles it to aft as an antidote, isliable
“_to the lealt diflieulty.” '
TR T TR NI SR SRR T RT NN TR SRR SR TR
« Writers of thigclafs deny the antidotal power
¢ of every medicine, merely from theif not being
“ able to account for the manner in which they
« aft. They do not confidet that many of the
¢ molt common operations of chemiftry are equal=
¢ ly inexplicable. Thus no perfomcan fay why,
“ or in- what manner the properties of an alkal:
¢ {hould inftantly be deftroyed by an acid brought
‘“ into contaét with it. I do not fay that the ope-
¢ yation of mercury in the cure of fyphilis is analo-
# gous to this; but the one I think is equally in-
* eom-
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L -

comprehenfible with the other, and that mercu-
% ry aftsin this difeafe confiftently with the idea
_« which we affix to an antidote is at leaft highly
<« probable. What I conceive to be the property
« ofanantidoteis, that when it comesin contaét with
« the poifon, for which it is appropriated, it either
¢ renders it altogether inert, or {o far changes its
€< nature, that no deleterious effeéts are produced
sebigsitst

[ 2%

Ir this reference to an acid and an alkali is in-
tended as an illuftration, Mr. Bell might as weli
have taken Sir John Cutler’s worfted ftockings,
which by frequent darnings were converted into
filk. But he does not ¢ fay that the operation of
“ mercury in the cure of lyphilis is analogous to
¢ this.”” What thenis it introduced for?—To fhow
that one is equally incomprehenfible with the other.
For this purpofe then the meat-roalting quality of a
jack, taken from the fame author, would have been
equally to the purpole : for though we know that a
jack hasa certain meat-roafting, as mercury has an
antidotal, quality, we are as perfetily ignorant of the
caufe of gravitation by which, the former is produc-
ed as of the manner in which mercury comes into
contafl with the poifon, foas to render it inert,), Per-
haps Dr. Watts’s examples of mere words, which
have no idcas belonging to them, may- be hereafter
enriched by this antidotal quality of mercury in addi-

X 8 tion
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tion to the uflorious and cleaving powers of acon=
vex glafs and, wedge, or the fonorous and indica-

ting forms and qualities of a clock. . -

But it muft be acknowledged, Mr. Bell has
produced an experiment, not indeed of his own,

nor of the writer from whom he has quoted it with-"

out thinking it worth while to examine the fource.
« We know by experiment,”” fays he, ““‘that the
““ matier of lues wvenerea, on being mixed with tri-
“ turated mercyry is rendered inert, - and will n0g
““Iproduce-the difeafe. .~ 'The fa&is recorded by the
beft authority, the late Doétor Cullen, who hav-
““ ing fupported ‘more ably perhaps ‘than any other

L1

Lol

e

L1

“ {odtrongly againlt it, if he had not been convinced
“.of the faél being well founded. His words are, A
pbyfician took a quantity of mattér from a ve-
mereal chanere; and mixing it with a quantity of
‘ Plenk’s gummy f{olution of mercury, he applied
this mixture to a found ‘perfon, but could not
find that 1t produced chancre or any other {yphi-
htic fymptom.’*  This faft of itfelf might be
 judged to be decifive, but more complete con-
“ ‘vitlion is obtained of its being fo from every

(&1

-

-

-

.y

“* Vipe a treatife on the Materia Medica by the late
Roftor William Cullen, vol. 11, page 448."

% yiew

perfon; an oppofite opinion, we are not to fuppofe
-thathe would have given room to what militated

e =
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< view that we can take of the chief phenomena
«“ obferved to occur from the operation of mercu-
* ry in the cure ofthis difeafe.”

Perrars this extratt might have been fhorten-
ed, by giving a few lines that follow the quotation
contained in. it from Doftor Cullen. Thefe are
the words. ¢ This may feem to aftord fome con-
“ clufion; but as I am not acquainted with the
<« circumftances of the experiment, nor have any
‘¢ account of its- being repeated with attention, 1
¢ cannot admit of any conclufion from it.””  Such
arc the reflections of the writer from whom Mr,
Bell borrows his decifive faét ! of which it can on-
ly be faid, that though the perfon on whofe autho-
rity he quotes, thought it amounted to nothing,
it willdo for Mr. Bell. If that gentleman took it
on the authority of Plenk, it may {till be doubtful,
¢ notwithftanding,”” to ule Mr. Bell’s expreffion
on anoiher occafion ¢ of all that Plenk, the inven-
¢ tor, has faid to the contrary,””*—The antidotal
queftion, as defined by Mr. Bell, muft reft on the
following points.

Do we know of any dileafe that is cured by 3
remedy, which coming in contatt with the mat-
ter producing {uch difeafe renders it inert 2

® Bell, vor. 1I. page 233.
X3 SECOND=




different from that difeafe?

dfo MR, BELL,

SecoNpLy, Do we know of any conftitution-
al difeafe that is cured by exciting an irritation

]

Tuirpry, Have we any proof that mercury
produces any particular effe€t on open fores not
venereal, fo as to alter their aftion ?

Tue firlt being an antidotal queftion, muft be
left to Mr. Bell, for I confefs mylfelf entirely inw
competent even to reafon upon it.

Tuat conflitutional difeales are often cured by

“irritations excited different from the former, we

are not, I'think, in want of proofs.  The ague is
cured by a variety of ftimulating remedies, and
many chronic difeafes yield to gout or to acute
fevers of different kinds. ~ The irritation excited
by mercury is found the moft powerful ‘remedy

for the liver complaint of the Eaft-Indies, and
“gout, which is a remedy for fo many chronic

difeales, has often yielded to vmient mental
irritations. :

ALv T have to urge on the property of mercury,
to produce an alteration on fores of every defcrip-
tion, is contained in the account previoufly given

of the ations excited by mercury, See Page 118.
: 1 snaLn
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i suArL conclude my remarks on Mr, Bell,
with his account of the difeafe in infants.* This
the author thinks it geceflary to be the more par-
ticular upon, becaufe Mr. Hunter has, unguardedly,
fallen into the error, that the difeafe cannot be
communicated to the feetus in utero. It is hardly
credible what numbers befides Mr. Bell have un-
guardedly fallen into this among many other errors
concerning Mr.. Hunter's opinion, It bas even
been faid, fo determined was Mr. Huynter to fup-
port his theory, that he would not admit  the
fmall-pox could be communicated in that way.
This has been aflerted by one writer, and both
Mr. Lynn and Mr. Turnbuli, in the account pub-
jifhed by them of children born with the {mall-
pox, feem to hint at fomething of the kind. Ihave
heard it indeed afferted by many, but upon what au-
thority I have always been at a lofs to determine,
Mr. Hunter, in the Philofophical Tranfaétions, has
given the moft decifive proof of the fa&t of an‘;.r
that has hitherto been offered. He has fhown
that the puftules of a faetus had the true variolous
eharafler, thatof flough at the botiom of each, asfar
as he examined—a peculiarity that has been {o en-
tirely overlooked by every other writer, that no-
thing but his wifh to alcertain the fatt could have
induced him to record it. Unlefs my edition of
his Treatife is different from others, the reader

¢ Vol. 11, Chap. 1v, Seit. 1v,
will
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will find, in page 291, two ways in which Mr.
| Hunter conceives the feetus in utero may be in=
| fected with fyphilis: one is by ablorption of mat-
ter depofited in the vagina ; and which, without
| producing any local effefls on the mother, may
| be conveyed pure to the feetus; the other by ab-
| forption from the mother’s chancres. Thefe he.
| confiders as unlikely, but poffible, means of infec-
{ : ~tion, Itis true this mode of accounting for the
|

difeafe in infants will not -extend-to thofe 7e~

markable cafes related by Mr. Bell; and fuch as

| he . conceives other: praflitioners muft have met

| with. In one inftance, Mr. Bell was confulted for

| a child feven or eight days old, covered with a

! venereal rafh.  The parents bad been married

| nearly three years. The mother does not appear

i -ever to have been infeéled, nor the father later
than fix months before hismarriage. Their firlt bora,
for whom Mr. Bell unfortunately was not confult-

| cd, had died of the difeafe. ~ The virus was extir-

| pated from this:couple, if the woman ever had any,

| by falivating the hufband, as was the cafe in fome
otherinftances! Isit nota little remarkable, if the I
virulent femen did not contaminate the women, that IL

they fhould have efcaped being infefted by their
pocky feetufes ?

i £ Mr. Bell has allo met with a number of in- ;.
s ftances of abortions from this difeafe on the fixth

or feventhmonth, but the katter is the moft fre~
: qucnt
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quent period. In a confiderable number of in-
ftances, where abortion had happened on thefe or
the eighth month, a well conduéted courfe of mer-
cury proved effeftual. The difference of thefe
periods feemsto depend entirely upon the quantity
of virus in the parents habit: for if the remedy has
only rendered a part of it inert, the period of
abortion has been protraéted to the ninth month !
¢¢ Intwo inftances,” fays Mr. Bell, ¢ it [mercary ]
s« did not anfwer fo completely as in the others,
¢« but in both there was {ufficient evidence of too
« little mercury having been employed; for the
¢« children imboth inftances were kept till the be-
« ginning of the ninth month, which in one was
« two months, and in the other fix weeks later than
« had been the cale before, and both the parents
 having in each of thefe inftances been made to
¢t take mercury again, and in greater quantities than
<« before, no abertion has fince taken place, and
¢« each family has within thefe few years had feve-
<« yal healthy children.” How numerous might
thefe prolific families have been, had their {urgeon
been pofleffed of a ¢ magnetic telt,”” ar ““any di=
« vine intuition ! "’

Trus farhave I proceeded withan undertaking,
which it is to be feared will imprefs the reader with
no very favorable opinion of my temper. When
I look over the printed ftheets, I feel an apolagy

necellary,
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neceflary, and at times a- ftrong inclination to de.
cline publifhing. = Without perfonal refentment to
any individual, I have betrayed mylelf into a feve-
rity of language I little expeéted to have ufed ; and
with only awifh ¢o vindicate a name that can derive
no lultre from me, have unwarily iffued fomething
like a general challenge. When to this confider~
ation is added the refleftion how little prepared I
muft be for fuch an undertaking, and how very
incorrett many parts of the preceding fheets will
be found; it becomes me at lealt to offer every
apology for them. Thofe who are acquainted with
the unprofitable fatigues of the mc}ﬂ; laborious
branch of a laborious profeffion in an gver-grown
town, will only wonder that a praétitioner fhould
venture to write at all. When in addition to this,
ar¢ pleaded a conftitution very unequal to the com-
mon fatigues of bufinefs, a {canty library, and the
want of thofe oppertunities ‘which the pra&i_cé in
;'iublic.' inftitutions afford; fome indulgence may at
lcalt be craved.—But it may be afked, Why then
publifh ? As I donot plead requeft of friends,
let me relate the circum{tances that gave rife tq
¢his attempt, fir B '

- Imeresse» with a warm fenfe of gratitude ta
that name which has occurred in almolt every page,
.-and weary of hearing it fo often abufed, whillt his
epinions were fo little underitood : Lhad frequent-

by
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Jy felt 2 with to fee how far they might be explain.
ed by contrafling them with his epponcnts, and
clothing them in 2 language different from his own,
Little aware of the magnitude of the undertaking,
1 made the propofal to Mr. Huater, who not only
received it with readinefs, but acquainted me with
an author T had not before beard of.  Flattered as
1 felt by the converfation this gave rife to ; it was
impoffible not to be more interefted in one to which
it fuddenly reverted. This was no other than that
organic 2ffe@ion which in three days afterwards
deprived phyfiology of the further labours of one
who feemed born to make refearches into the laws
and operations of animal life. If the hopes of pre-
fentingthis tribute to him were at 2n end, therewas
at leaft added an opportunity of indulging 2 warmth
of expreflionwhich before would have been lefs be-
coming.—When that heart ceafed to beat, theirre-
gular aftions of which never fail to produce a cor-
refponding irregularity of temper—when that voice
became filent which fo often feemed the interpreter
of nature, and when that patronage no longer €x-
ifed which might have rendered this feeble tribute
{ufpicious—it was then that what belore was only
2 propofal feemed to impofc the obligation of 2
promife. '

DrstanT, however, as the fpace between us in
profeflional rank muft for ever yemain, 2 publica-
tos
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| tion' like the prefent, foon after the death of Mr.
' Hunier, might have been [ulpeited of fome view
to intereft.  With thele doubts I acquainted, Dr.
Baillie, having had an opportunity of converfing
with him foon after the lofs he had fuftained in
fo near a relation.. Whether we perfeétly under-
flood each other I cannot at prefent determine ; but
he feemed to exprels a with that I {hould at leaft
poftpone my dcﬁgﬁ A few months afterwards a
fimilar converfation or.:r:uncd with Mr’( Hume,
which was clofed by that gentleman’s exprf:{ling a
wilh that I would publifh, -

It may ftill be afled, ifitwas thnunhtncceﬂ'ar}r to
3 anfwer Mr, H unter’s opponents, why all this appa-
F-- rtm]yextraneous matter? Whrchwa}ustheianauaﬂc |
d of medicine, ‘as ufed by authors who have never
[ written exprelsly againft Mr. Hunter, cnnn&&ed
| with the prefent cbje€t ? 'What has Bacon and the
pmgrefs of philofophic improvement to' do with a
controver(y confined to a fmall circle ? It i is hard-,
ly neceflary to anfwcr that no underlakmg can be ]
limited but bjy the abilities ofthr: performer.

Nil attum 7 e*_p utans fi quid fupereffet agcudmm

Irl could haw‘: found a fhorter way of accom-
plilhing my objeé, I would certainly have purfued
it, and it is net without feveral different attempts,
and expungingmuch that I had wadedthrough, of the

darker” 8

f‘-/ % f'ﬁ ol r{i:"‘ﬂ-’?i-d‘-?"-g -_-'_f;./;‘?}%- r""{;}_.--.
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darker ages of medicine, that the work has affumed
its prefent imperfett form. To trace Mr. Hun-
ter’s opiniohs in one difeale, it was necellary to ex-
plain fome of his difcoveries that are applicable to
all. To do this it was often neceffary to ule his
language. To convince the reader of this, it was
neceffary to fhow the infufficiency of the language
adopted by fome of the beft réceived medical au-
thors ; and this will, I hope, be accepted as an apg-
logy for bringing together names that would not o~
therwife have been met with in the fame produc-
tion. Itwas alfo neceflary to produce fome fland-
ard by which language and reafoning fhould be re-
gulated in phyfiological enquiries. To me thers
appeared no readier way than by recurring to the
fountain head. In perufing Bacon, it was impof=
fible not to be ftruck with the fimilarity of the
path marked out by 'that philofopher and the one
purfued by Mr.. Hunter: = In proving any axiom,
we find him conftantly recurring to certain fafls,
their [eries and order, overlooking no objeétion that
can be ftarted, and even encumbering himfelf with
fuch as might have been overlooked by others,
From a fimilarity of fentiment he has neceffarily
fallen into a hmilarity of language. 'I'hus we hear -
Him conftantly delcribing the pure individual Ac-
trons of thofc bodies which are the objects of his
refearches, m order to detett the ©aws that govern
theni,  When thefe are alcertainéd the different

FOWY M3
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rorwms under which they appear, are eafily under-

ftood and accounted for: and fcience, thus built

upon experiment, may be truly faid to be progref-
ave,

Havine thus made my apology for appearing
before the public, it may be allowed me to plead,
that what advantages my fituation as a London
pra@litioner have afforded, have not been negleéi-
ed. This I am the more ready to do, as it gives
me an opportunity of acknowledging obligations I
have no means of returning. If my ftock of books
is fmall, I have not failed to avail myfelf of the
public libraries T could have accefs to, or of thofe
private colle@ions, the owners of {fome of which
have already been mentioned. « If I do not par-
ticularize the reft, it is becaufe I have acquainted
every praQitioner that has-fallen in my way with
the objells of my enquiry, and have availed my-
feIf of the converfationy cafes, and  collettions of
each. Among the reft I. muft not omit the kind-
nels of Dr. Pitcairn, to whofe liberality and in-
duftry I am indebted for feveral particulars in the
cale of floughing phagedena, the progrels of which
has furnifhed me with an illuftration of many other
morbid poifons,. To Dr. Pitcairn’s I fhould add
another name, - but it might lead to too clole a de-
{criptionof the patient himfelf., To Mr, Cline I am
indebted for feveral hints on the phagedznic eftect

of
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of mercury, and alfo for an introduétion to fuch
wards and cafes in St. Thonas’s as he thought mo#
likely to forward my enquires, and in fuch a man-
ner as enabled me at any time to renew my vifits,
To Dr. Woodville I owe the fame advantages in
the Small Pox and Inotulating Holpitals, which
were feconded by the moft polite attention of
Meflrs. Wachfelland Uppom, Apothecaries to thole
inflitutions. To the medical gentlemen of the
Middlefex I owe the opportunity of vifiting their
tancer ward, after an introduétion by Mr. Howard.
Nor can I omit Mr. Fearoh, who unrefervedly o=
pened to me his cafes, his obfervations, and his
“ preparations: I muft regret, that he did not dire@®
me to Juﬁafnu'nd’s cales of cancer till this work
was nearly printed off. Not on account of any
improvement that author has fuggefted in the man-
ner of tfeating the dilcale ; but becaule among his
cafes there is one which feabbed over for a length
of time without any operation. This is eafily un=
derftood, 1f my opinion of the difeale is well found-
ed. Under this divilion are alfo fome cafes of pha=
gedezna of the penis evidently diftinét from vene=
- real.  About the fame time, Dr. Willan put inio
my hand Mr. Pearfon's Praftical Obfervations on
Cancerous Complaints.  That gentleman’s exten-
five reading would have led me to fome fimilar
cafes of cancer from' Wifeman ; he gives allo one
of his own, There is allo a delcription of what

he
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he calls venereal ulcers, that continue to {pread

during a mercurial courfe.  This defcription is

fo very fimilar to that of Celfus, ina paffage before
referred to by Mr. Pearfon, that I can only feel
furprized at his calling the difeafe venereal.—But
this is returning to a fubjeét already difcufled.

Tuus, whatever may be the imperfettions of the
work, I wifh not to avail myfelf of the excufe of a
hafty performance : what I have offered has been
the effect of the clofeft application (as far as
profeffional interruptions would admit) aided by
the advantages of refliding in a large city among
liberal practitioners. If, after all, my labours fhould

" be thought unworthy of notice, I can only add,

that T have fulfilled what appeared a facred en-
gagement, and made the only return in my power
for obligations that never can be repaid :

o yop yeeas e Bavorlur,
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No. L.

THE following cales are inferted in proof of
the difference between the manner in which parts
heal after a lofs of fubftance from a morbid poifon
and any other caufe. In the firlt inftance the glans
and prepuce both granylated, the former fo as to
reftore the loft {ubftance, the latter, as far as could
be expected, confidering the form and fituation of
the prepuce.

Copy of a Leiter from Mr, Browne, of Spitalficlds,
Surgeon,
DEAR SIR,

I uave fent you the following cafe, becaufe I
think it tends to prove the truth of the obferva-
tions I have heard you make, concerning the dif-
ferent manner in which parts are healed after a lofs
of fubftance by miorbid poifon, or by other means,

E. F. a man gbout thirty-feven years of age,
married, and having feyeral children, the youngeft
h : not
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not fix months old, complained in November laft
of pains in his legs, attended with inflammatory
rednels. This yielded to faturnine wafhes and
mild fudorifics.—The latter end of Noyember he
was feized with a wviolent pain in his penis, which
lafted fix or feven hours, and then went off fudden-
ly. The next morning the pain returned to an
excruciating degree, and lafted nine hours. The
penis was turgid and grew livid: he was bled,
fomentations and poultices were applied to the
part. The blood was very {izy : the pain left him
fuddenly again, but never returned. A mortifica-
tion however enfued, and a deep flough feparated
from the penis. There was a great lofs of fub-
ftance from the whole circumference of the penis,
for more than half its length, but more particularly
from the upper and under part of it. The prepuce,
which was originally of a natural length, floughed
away fo as to expofe the glans, from which two
{mall floughs had feparated.  This fore, however,
foon put on an healthy appearance, without the ufe
of a grain of mercury, externally or internally, and
granulated as fairly as ever I faw a fore in my life.
The lofs of fubftance was entirely filled up, and
two fores, fomewhat fmaller than a filver penny,
which were upon the glans from the mortification,
granulated alfo, and filled up completely. The man
is now perfeétly well, and from ti;v; prefent appear-
ance of the parts, you would not fufpeét there had

' : been
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béen a lofs of fubftance, excepting at the extrémity
of the prepuce, which remains confiderably fhorter.

TuE cale was new and curiotus to me, and if it
ftrengthens your opinions concerning the manner
in which nature performs her work,:I fhall receive
a pleafure in having communicated it to you.

?

I remain refpeéifully,
Your fincere friend,
E. BROWNE,

Cafe communicated by Mr.Wadd, of Bafinghall~
[treet, Surgeon.

A cenTLEMAN ofagood conftitution, but much
addiéted to fenfual indulgences, contratted a chan-
cre on the glans penis. By the ule of mercurial
friction and pills, his mouth became fore, but the
chancre, inftead of healing, fhewed a [mooth fpongy
furface, alittle elevated above the furrounding cu-
ticle. Whillt I was watching its progrels, and mak-
ing up my mind whether to touch the part with lu=
nar caultic, or leave the procefs to nature, the pa-
tient became weary of the reflraint put upon his
pleafures.. Three days after a debauch with wo-
men and wine, I found him fomewhat feverifh, the
penis fwelled to an enormous fize, a phymolfis
formed, and.a beg_inning fphacelus in the upper

Y2 part
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-parl of the prepuce. Fearful left there fhould be

any remaining taint in the old chancre, and recol-
leéting that his conftitution was not very foon af-
fefted by mercury, I returned to the fri€tions with
the bark, carefully at the fame time watching the
progrefs of the difeafe and the remedy.

In afew daysa confiderable portion of the up-
per part of the prepuce and corpus cavernofum
floughed off, deep enolgh to leave the urethra
bare ; and what was left of the glans, for the chan-
cre had made great ravage, protruded through the
opening. The remaining part of the penis conti-
aued much above its patural fize, which {howed
the cavity on a larger {cale. The obfervations T
have heard you make, relative to the healing of
parts after 163 of fubftance from a morbid poifon,
prepared me to watch the progrefs of it in this cafe.
In a few days the whole of the fore looked clean
and healthy, and the cavity on the glans occafion-

- ed by the chancre fpeedily fkinned over without

even an incipient granulation ; the corpus caver-
nofum granulated witha rapidity that rhight be ex-
petted from fo fanguiferous a part, and where the
: flammation had run through its ftages {o quickly.
When filled up it contrafled, but as is ufually the
cafe, the formation of the cicatrix was a little tedi=

A Hole was left in that part of the prepuce

1S,
which




which fhould coverthe glans; perhaps from the inner
furface having been in contaét with the chanhcre.

Tuis gentleman has fince communicated to me
a cafe under his care, in which rapid ulcerations of
the glans and prepuce were l"uccf:r:ded by a flough-
ing of each, lcaving only a narrow portion of the
Jatter of its full length. After floughing the parts
fooked clean, and as if prepared to granulate ; but
the whole was fkinned over without a beginning
granulation,

APPENDIX.

No. IL
éﬂ_‘ﬁ_jl of a Letter from Dr. Clarke, Qu:m-ﬂﬂt#;
Golden fquare.
DEAR SIHjy 4

As you defired to fee the notes, which I took at
the time, of a cale which happened in St. George’s
ticfpital, and which is referred to by Mr. Hunter
in his work on the venereal difeafe, I very readify
comply with your requelt. From particular eir-
cumftances I paid great attention to the cale, and
marked down from time totimeevery L]ling:l'.lfhichwag
done in the way of experiment, {o that I think you

m ay
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may depend upon the ftatement which T tranfmit to
you.—In 1782, Caroline Dare, the wife of a foldier,
was received into the hofpital on account of fome
ulcers, principally in her legs. She had contraét-
ed the venereal difeafe from her hufband, about the
end of the year 1981. About Chriftmas laft fhe
had a bubo, which fuppurated and was healed.
Some time after this, blotches came out all over
her body, fome of which ulcerated. She has at this
time feveral ulcers under her arms, and upon the
breafts near the nipples.

SnE bore twins fince Chriftmas, (having only
advanced eight months ‘in her pregnancy) both of
which died. They were born, as fhe ‘reports, with
blotches upon them,

Anoruer-child, now in the hofpital with her,
and which fhe has habituated to fuck her, though
nearly three years of age, is -allo covered with
blotches.—Mr. Hunter made thefe queftions:

How did the child receive the infetion ?

Dip it take place from the fecondary ulcer on
the nipple ?

To afcertain whether the ulcers were infeflious,
that is, whether the matter of them would have the
Ipecific effeéts of venereal matter, Mr. Hunter or-
cdered her to be inoculated with fome of her own

' matter,
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matter, and with fome primary venereal matter from
another perfon, to fee whether or not chancres
would be produced equalljr from both, This wag
done Sept. 18, 1782.

Sgpr. 19.—The punélure where fhe was inocu-
Tated with fome matter taken from an ulcer on her
knee, {eemed to be inflamed a little ; the other wag
not inflamed at all.

SerT. 21.—Both the punétures have fuppurat«
ed, and have the appearance of fmall-pox 1zaui’u.1has,l

Tuese both became fores for fome time, but Thq
was forbidden to take any mercury.

Ocrt. 22.—The ulcer formed from the inocula.
tion with the matter taken from her knee is healed
perfeéily, but the ulcer from the other venereal
matter remains, and fpreads very faflt, and is ex-
tremely painful.  She was therefore ordered to be
falivated, and perfeétly recovered from all her com-
plaints. : ' |

Ox the 21ft of September, Mr. Hunter direéled
that the child fhould be inoculated with fome mat-
ter from one of its own ulcers, and fome matter
from a common fore, which was done Sept. Fot=t,
They both inflamed to a trifling degree, but did
not go into fuppuration,

From
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Fron the refult of thefe c*epenmems made orn
the woman and the child, Mr. Hunter mncluded
that the matter from a primary venereal ulcer is
alone capable of infeéling, whillt that from a fe-
condayy ulcer may produce an inflammation, and
e:l.ren an ulcer; but both thefe are capable of being
cured without mercury, and thf:rﬁfnrc have: not
t'.hc [psgific nature of venercal ﬁ:ures

I~ another inftance Mr. Hunter cii_n:&ed a pa-
tient to be inoculated with fome matter from a large
venereal ulcer in the throat of aman. A {light in-
flammation was produced in this cafe, but it healed
without employing any iercury,

Siyce I extrafled the paffages above from my
notcs, I have looked into Mr. Hunter’s book a-
gam and find th'lt he has rclated the cir cumﬂancﬁ
fo ncarl}r in the fame manner, that I might have
faved you the trouble of reading this, which only
{ferves to prove, from the obfervations of another
perfon, the accuracy of Mr. John Hunter, which,
however, cannot receive any additional ﬁrennth
from my tellimony.

I am,
' Dear Siry,
Yours, &e.
JOHN CLARKE,

Sueen-firect, Golden-fquare,

Ner

-

Liét. 16, 1794.
THE END,






















