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28 RISING OF THE APOTHECARIES AGAINST THE DRUGGISTS.

and some years afterwards a cenotaph was erected to his memory
by the Members of the Linnean and Horticultural Societies,
Further particulars respecting Mr. Miller and other gardeners
connectet with the Institution, may be found in a work entitled
Mewnorrs, Historical and Illustrative, of the Boraxic Ganpny
ar Cuevrsea, belonging to the SoCIETY 0P APOTHECARI ES,
London*, by those who can find the work, which is very scarce,
A statue of Sir Hans Sloane was placed in the garden in 1751,
In 1771, an embankment was built to recover portions of the
ground which had been washed away by the river.

The botanical walks continue to be "kept up. Five of them
are open to the apprentices of every member of the Society ;
and one, which is called the general herborizing, is confined to
members, As the excursions generally occupy the whole of the
day, refreshments are provided for the students, who derive con-
i:d:emble benefit from thissocial and practical method of studying

otany. 3

It was intended by the Charter of 1748, not only to restrain
Druggistsfrom practising Pharmacy, being considered unqualified,
but also to prohibit Physicians and Surgeons from selling or prepar-
ing the medicines which they prescribed. But, notwithstanding this
monopoly in favour of the Apothecaries, they found it impossible
to secure to themselves those exclusive privileges provided in the
act: the law was constantly evaded, and in the year 1793 they
instituted an inquiry into the defects and privations which existed
among them, and which arose, as they stated, from two grand

chuses it —

“ First, The encroachment which Chemists and Druggists have, of late
vears, made on the profession of the Apothecary, by vending pharmaceutic
preparations, and compounding the prescriptions of Physicians.

“ Secondly, The want of a competent jurisdiction in the profession itself,
to regulate its practice, and to restrain ignorant and unqualified persons from
practising at all.”

In the spring of this year (1793) several respectable Apothe-
caries formed themselves into a society for the purpose of in-
vestigating the sources of the existing evils; and, by means of an
extensive correspondence, they collected ¢ a volume of facts
demonstrative of the injury resulting to society at large, as well
as to the profession in particular, from the toleration of these
abuses.”

On the 17th of June, 1794, a general meeting of the Apothe-
caries of this kingdom was held at the Crown and Anchor, in the
Strand, at which about 200 attended.

The object of the meeting was stated by Mr. Chamberlaine,

and it was urged in the report,

* Printed by R. Gilbert, St. John's Square, Clerkenwell. 1820.
+ See Good’s “ History of Medicine.”



MEASURES ADOPTED FOR SUFPRESSING THE DRUGGISTS. 29

¢ That this unjust and innovating usurpation of the Druggists, together
with the intrusion of uneducated and unskilful persons inlo professional
practice, called loudly for some speedy and effective act, which should at
once destroy the obtrusions complained of, and restore credit and respecta-
bility to the profession.” :

"!if we regpard personal views, it was stated to be a fact, the proof of which
was in the tables of calculation then present, that were the aggregate sums
obtained by this infringement of the Druggists, and divided among the
Druggists of this metropolis (a body of men unknown to the world till about
the end of the last century, unautborized hy apy public charter, and
almost undefined by any public act), were these sums to be equally divided,
as they ought to be divided, amongst the Apothecaries of the metropolis,
every one would have an addition of nearly £200 a year to his present
income. But this evil, it appeared, was not confined to the capital ; it was
declared to be a morbific infection—that it began at the capital as a central
point, but difused its deadly breath from thence to all the larger cities and
towns throughout the kingdom. Nor stopped the contagion here. From the
larger cities and towns it was beheld propagating itself to smaller cities and
towns, till at length, so general was the disease, there was scarcely to be
- found a village or a hamlet without a village or a hamlet Druggist. If the
sale of medicines and the giving of advice was not here sufficient to support
the vender, e added to his own occupation the sale of mops, brooms,
bacon, butter, and a thousand such articles besides.” .

The hardships endured by the Apothecaries having been
described at some length, the report proceeds to discuss the
ignorance and inefficiency of the Druggists, some of whom are

said to have made fatal mistakes, and

 From want of classical education, and an incapacity of translating the
directions appended to their prescriptions, have been under the necessity of
disturbing Apothecaries in the night to translate for them ; others who, from
boldly adventuring to interpret, have given wrong directions, or who, not
daring to interpret, have dispensed their medicines without any directions at
all.” - - L] L - #

“The composition of prescriptions, and the vending of pharmaceutic pre-
parations by Druggists, comprise, then, a national evil of no small magnitude.
The materials they make use of must, in general, be mere offals, and the
refuse of better drugs; and from want of classical knowledge, perpetual
errors and negligences are discovered in their combination. The credit of
the Physician is endangered, and the patient perhaps is destroyed. But if
this be a source of national abuse and deceit, what infinite injury must
result from the still bolder practice such men often allow themselves, of
adding pretended medical advice to erroneous medical compositions ?  Men
who have never enjoyed any other medical education than what their own
counters have afforded ; and who can know nothing of the powers of dis-
eases, or of the powers of medicines to remove those diseases when present ?
To attempt to demonstrate this to be a public evil, and one that calls loudly
for redress, is altogether to lose time: it is to light up the sun at noonday
with a candle.”

In order to put an end to these abuses, it was proposed to
form a general Association of the Apothecaries of Great Britain,
who should

“ Engage to deal with such Druggists only as would immediately consent
to relinguish the composition of all medical prescriptions—to retain to them-
selves their w]lf:-lesnle occupation alone—and to receive no Apprentice, and
employ no Assistant, who had not had a classical education,”’ :

It was resolved also to form a general Committee, to act in the



































































































































































































94 HOMEOPATHY,

prehensible to the human understanding. Great importance
is also attributed to the manipulation of the remedies. The
Pharmacopaia Homaopathica, by Dr. Quin (1834) contains
explicit directions on this subject, and each article is described
separately ; with the dose, the antidote, and the duration of the
eftect. No compounds are introduced, each medicine being ad-
ministered in its isolated state, sugar of milk or spirit being
selected as the menstruum, on account of their possessing no
medicinal properties which could interfere with the desired effect.
Porcelaifi or glass mortars are recommended, and some descrip-
tions of stone or marble are prohibited, because they are said to
contain a portion of magnesia, or other substance, which might
be injurious,

Each substance is directed to be prepared in various degrees
of attenuation. To produce the first attenuation, one grain is
to be triturated for six minutes in a mortar, with thirty-three
grains of sugar of milk, it is then to be detached from the
mortar, and again triturated for four minutes. Each of these
operations i8 to be repeated a second time. To this powder
thirty-three grains of sugar of milk are to be added, and the fric-
tion repeated in the same manner; after which a third portion of
thirty-three grains is to be added, and the ceremony having
been repeated, the first attenuation is attained. To produce the
second attenuation, one grain of the above is to be triturated in
the same manner with ninety-nine grains of sugar of milk, This

rocess is continued with strict attention to all its details until
the thirtieth attenuation is produced, each attenuation occupy-
ing half-an-hour, and reducing the product to one hundredth of
the strength of the former attenuation. The exact period and
method of trituration is considered to exercise an important in-
fluence on the efficacy of the remedy : according to Dr. Hahne-
mann ** the brute matter of medicines becomes spiritualized by
friction and concussion.” Liquids are prepared in the same pro-
portions, one drop of the juice of a plant, or solution of a sub-
stance, being agitated with ninety-nine drops of the menstruum,
which dilution is carried on,to the requisite number of attenuations.

One of the most interesting preparations in the Homeeopathic
Pharmacopeia is the Tincture of Sulphur, which is prepared as
follows :—five grains of sulphur having been washed with spirit
of wine and dried, are shaken in a bottle with a hundred drops
of spirit of wine, The bottle is allowed to stand twenty-four
hours, that the sulphur may subside. One drop of the super-
natant fluid is added to ninety-nine drops of alcohol. This
constitutes the fir t attenuation, and the process of dilution
is repeated thirty times. Dose—One, two, or three drops of
the thirtieth attenuation, Duration of the ¢ffect—Thirty, forty,
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