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EXAMINATION OF THE URINE =~ = "%

Importance. — Cystin is a rare constituent of
urine ; but, if present in one
member of a family, is liable
to occur in others also. It O
does not indicate ill - health,

though it has given rise to O _
: Fic. 8.—Cystin.
calculi.

B. AMORPHOUS NON-ORGANIZED DEPOSITS :

1. Urates.—Those of sodium and potassium occur in
concentrated acid urines, that of ammonium in alka-
line. They have great affinity for uroerythrin, which
gives the deposit a characteristic pink colour. Under
the microscope, granular particles are seen, running
together into moss-like clumps. Some of the ammo-
nium urate may at the same time be in the form of
‘ thorn-apple’ crystals. In the absence of uroerythrin
urate deposits are white like phosphates.

To confirm, warm the urine to body temperature;
urates redissolve, whereas phosphates increase. In
case albumin be present, fill 3 inches of a test-
tube with the urine and its deposit; warm the
upper 2 inches gently. Urates will clear up.
Boil the top 1 inch; albumin, if present, will
form a cloud, so that in the top 1 inch there is
a cloud of albumin: in the middle 1 inch clear
urine in which urates have redissolved at body-
heat; at the bottom the original deposit of
urates (Fig. g).

Importance of Urates—They indicate a concen-
trated urine, but’afford no clue to the cause of
concentration ; it may be physiological, or may
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