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MEDICAL ETHICS. 35

that for some university degrees, and the title of doctor being
regarded by the public as a sign of superior education, he is fairly
entitled to call himself by that which puts him on the same footing
as that of those graduates. If it be granted for the sake of argu-
ment that the examinations are equal, he, or those responsible for
his medical education, did not at the time recognise the disad-
vantage ; but he must put up with the result, unless he can obtain
a degree from a university on the not very difficult terms which
some of them offer.

The establishment of so many new universities, and the reconsti-
tution of London University, have made it no longer possible to
say that the present generation of English students has any
grievance in this respect, and it appears to be a mistake to de-
preciate the value of university degrees in the eyes of students by
sanctioning the general assumption of the title by all diplomates.

There seems to be a very acute difference of opinion in the pro-
fession on this question. Naturally, some of those who do not
possess university degrees claim very energetically their right to
a title which they believe indicates a superior status, of which,
therefore, they cannot calmly concede a monopoly to those who
have had the good fortune to be educated at a university ; on the
other hand, it is equally natural for university graduates fo regard
it as a false and unwarrantable assumption on the part of diplo-
mates of licensing corporations to put #Dr.” on their door-plates
and visiting cards. A resolution in favour of the assumption of
the title of “Dr.” by all registered practitioners was proposed at

the annual representative meeting of the British Medical Asso- ad

ciation at Oxford, and was lost.

Some discussion has taken place on the question,  What is
a Physician1” Some provincial hospitals have this word in their
rules without definition, while others define it to mean those who
abstain from surgery, midwifery, and pharmaecy. Such a definition
as the last, although historically corvect, is impracticable at the
present day ; for many Fellows and Members of the Royal College
of Physicians of London have practised midwifery, and some of
them have been in the habit of performing major surgical opera-
tions, while in Edinburgh it has happened that the same individual
has been President, first of one of the Royal Colleges, and then of
the other, thus successively holding the position of the local head
of the medical and surgical branches of the profession.

It is sometimes maintained that a registered practitioner is ipso
facto entitled legally to call himself what he pleases, but on several
oceasions the Court of Appeal has decided against this contention.
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MEDICAL ETHICS, 47

A medical practitioner may attend in a professional capacity at
any athletic contest, or superintend prolonged fasts or long walks,
but he must realise his responsibility, and interfere if he thinks life
in danger ; if his advice is refused, he should make a formal protest,
and decline all further responsibility.

A medical practitioner has been asked to be present at an elec-
trical exhibition or a charitable bazaar to demonstrate the action of
electrical novelties, such as the X-rays. If he agrees to do so, he
should confine himself to showing the methods of application, and
should not discuss the treatment of disease, nor should he allow his
name to appear in the advertisements.

EXPERIMENTS ON ANIMALS,

It is justifiable to seek to throw light upon obscure questions in
the nature and treatment of disease by experiments upon animals,
but all possible care must be taken to inflict no avoidable pain or
suffering, either by the performance of operations which are un-
necessary or not well thought out, or by the neglect of precautions
by which the distress of the animal may be alleviated or prevented.
No person can legally make such experiments unless licensed by the
Home Secretary and in a licensed place.

FACTORY SURGEONS.

Certifying surgeons under the Factory and Workshop Act are
appointed for the purpose of certifying to the fitness for employ-
ment of children and young persons about to be engaged in
factories and workshops, and to investigate and report on the
accidents taking place in such factories or workshops.

He must not grant a certificate except on personal examination
of the persons named therein, and must be satisfied that the person
is of the age specified and is not incapacitated by bodily infirmity
or disease from doing the work required. If unable to grant the
certificate he may be required to give his reasons in writing,

When a certifying surgeon receives notice of an accident at a
factory or workshop he must go there with the least possible delay
and make an investigation of the nature and cause of the death or
injury, and within the next twenty-four hours send a report upon
it to the Factory Inspector. For the purpose of this investigation
he has the power of an inspector, and can enter any room to which
the injured or deceased person may have been removed.

This latter provision settles the right of a factory surgeon to visit
such an injured person even if he has been removed home or to a
hospital, and is under the care of another practitioner; but he
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Fig. 51.—Maximum intensity (differ-
ential) and directions of propaga-
tion of the diastolic murmur of
aortic regurgitation,

Fig. 52.—Area of audibility of the
diastolic murmur of aortic re-
gurgitation in a young subject
during the period of compensa-
Eigm,
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