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64 HERNIA.,

fascia transversalis and under the margin of the internal oblique
and transversalis muscles: that is, at the point where the
tunica vaginalis communicates with the abdomen in the fetus,
and where the spermatic cord passes out in the adult” The
mouth of the sac is at the upper or inner opening of the

Fic. 8.

Dissection from the peritoneal surface of the parts affected by an ablique rupture ;
‘peritonenm, its fascia and the transversalis fascin ave removed.  The sac is cut
off at its neck in the deep ving, The epigastric artery is seen below the neck,
but has been removed a8 the 1uner side to show ¢onjoined tendon, A.

inguinal canal, and is therefore midway between the anterior
superior spine of the ilium and the spine of the pubes. The
normal distance between the intermal and external rings is
rarely seen in Herniee of long standing; in fact the normal
distanica is rarvely preserved in any complefe inguinal Hernia
The spermatic cord is placed behind the hernial sac. After the
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OBSERVATIONS AND OPERATIONS. 3

33 PacrE 221.

Fiz. B2 — Author's IHerniotomy Care. 1, ('In'lﬂing Bird’s Torsion Forceps. 2. Sealpel.
8. Author's Herniotomy Kunife. 4. Author’s Aspisnting Needls, 5, Seissors,

& Pagr 221.

Giinz, Camper, Lounis, Hevermann, Callisen, Bell, and Wilmer
paid little attention to the epigastric artery, and said that the
fears of surgeons of wounding it in dividing the inguinal ring
were vain and ill-founded. Upon this point Bertrandi says,
“T can affirm that I have opened the bodies of men who have
died a few hours after this operation (speaking of the incision of
an incarcerated inguinal hernia), although performed with great
facility, dexterity, and quickness, so that the operators thought
highly of themselves on that account; and they were quite
astonished, and could not comprehend the cause of so unex-
pected deaths; but their astonishment ceased when they saw
the abdomen full of blood discharged from this artery (epigastric)
wounded.”

On the other hand, surgeons were not ignorant, even before
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