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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

Tae highly interesting subjects discussed in this volume,
written by a very distinguished French physician, have seemed
to demand a careful translation, in order that its usefulness may
be more generally diffused.

One of the prineipal propositions which the talented author
has undertaken to prove is, that hallucination is not a necessary
accompaniment or symptom of insanity, but that in certain
cases it may be considered as a purely physiological phenome-
non. He insists on the necessity of establishing an intimate
union between philosophy and medicine ; especially in the treat-
ment of mental diseases. ¢ Psychological facts,” he argues,
“ cannot be placed on the same line with sensible facts. The
brain may be the seat, but is not the creator of intellectual
operations. Ideas pre-exist their sensible signs.”

“Does not,”” he argues, *““the analysis of different kinds of
delirium afford a solid and experimental basis to metaphysics?
And is not the study of mysticism indispensable for the correct
appreciation of mental alienation ?”’

M. Brierre de Boismont treats the important and hitherto
neglected subject of hallucination in various points of view, in-
asmuch as it bears important relations to philosophy, medicine,
religion, history, morality, and jurisprudence. The apparitions
of Holy Writ are handled with the reverence befitting a Christ-
ian, whilst much light is thrown on the probable origin of the
hallucinations of many celebrated personages whose characters
and actions were so exalted as to place them apparently above
humanity.

The book will offer attractions to many classes of readers.
The theologian will admire the vein of reverence and morality
which pervades it; the philosopher will find much food for study
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PREFACE. vil

which touch closely on the general interests of society. But these
consequences, Says an esteemed writer, lead to such deplorable
extremes, that one is sometimes tempted to doubt the power of
human reason, and involuntarily to inquire if the first of animals
be not destined, like all the others, blindly to obey a superior
force, instead of endeavoring to found for himself his laws of
conduct and his institutions.

We therefore consider ourselves following out the truth, in
maintaining the necessity of allying philosophy and medicine,
especially in mental maladies. Acknowledged partisans of the
principle of human duality, we reject the opinion which can only
see in lunacy a pure and simple nervousness, like chorea, hys-
teria, and epilepsy ; and in reason the product of a physiological
action entirely material. To us, ideas have a different nature from
sensations. Psychological facts cannot be placed on the same
line with those that affect the senses. Although the brain may
be the seat of intellectual operations, it is not the creator of
them. The notion of the idea exists before that of its represen-
tation, which ‘we think M. Ferdinand Berthier has clearly proved
in his analysis of the faculties of the deaf and dumb.

"Che intervention of philosophy in medicine is incessantly ob-
servable. See how a false idea wanders on the confines of
reason and madness ; and although its true nature may be appre-
ciated, does it not involve the most interesting and delicate
questions on the existence of hallucination with the integrity of
the faculties, on its proper position in the production of mental
diseases ?

Does not the analysis of the different kinds of delirium pre-
sent a solid and experimental foundation to metaphysics? Is
not the study of mysticism an indispensable preparation to the
study of derangement, by tracing in a picturesque and special
style the most delicate changes in the understanding and in the
heart ¥ Do not the enchainment of laws and ideas, the various
evolutions of the operations of mind, its sudden increase of
power, the awakening of unknown faculties, the return of reason
in many lunatics on the approach of death, presentiments, fore-
sight, known facts of magnetism and somnambulism, border on
most profound mysteries of the soul? And what have the
organs to do with these curious phenomena, if not to serve as
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all that is tnost elevated in ﬂm wurld. lfahgmns dogmas, his-
story, philosophy, moralify, are intimately eunnemd with its
study. If all hallucinatio a were to be ranked as mere flights
of delirious imagination, the sacr ed bookswould be but an etror;

Christianity, that powerful mainspring of social and individual
. perfeetion, an error; the belief of our fathers, our own, that of
our children, all errors. ‘““And yet,” says a celebrated writer,

% there are problems in human nature, whose solution is mot of
this world—problems which must defy the mind that strives
to explain them ; there is a morality that seeks a sanction, an
urigin, and an end; so many fruitful sources to prove that reli-
gion is a necessity, not a simple form of sensibility, a t.rauﬂpﬂrt
‘of imagination, or a poetic fﬂ.ntasy

The religious side of the question could ne mere escape criti-
cism than the philosophical view of it; so that we have also
been attacked on that point. We will make but one observation;
we have never had the singular notion of making this hook one
of theology; but full of respect for the creeds which have
thrown so bright a refulgence on the world, to which humanity
owes its greatest conquests, and which can alone save it from
the abyss, we cannot keep silence when we hear them loudly
proelaimed as the lucubrations of diseased brains. All is united
in the edifice of religion and morality; one brick canmot be
displaced, without overthrowing the whole building. We have
therefore been particular in affirming that a very decided line
of separation onght to be established between the apparitions of
Holy Writ, and the hallucinations of profane writers, and even
of many Christian characters; the former, in our opinion, can
only be referred to divine power, whilst a number of the latter
are consequent on a particular state of the brain, on the pre-
vailing ideas of the time, or on the derangement of the cerebral
functions.

In support of the doctrine we advocate on the character of
the sacred books, we will make a quotation from a discourse,
delivered by M. Guizot, at a public meeting of the Bible
Society :—

“What is the grand question, the chief question that just
now occupies all minds? It is a question lying between those
who recognize, and those who deny a supernatural order, certain
and sovereign, although impenetrable to human reason; the
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men under hallucinations, adding, as a corrective, what matters
the means, so the end be obtained ¢ Will not history and rea-
son agree, in protesting against the madness of Socrates, of
Luther, of Joan of Are, of George Fox, and of many others?

Of what nature, then, it may be asked, were the hallucinations
of these celebrated personages ! They depended on a complex
influence; they proceeded at once from the tribute paid by these
choice spirits to the beliefs of the times, to that ecstatic cha-
racter which the struggles of the soul impart to ideas, and,
finally, to the natural organization ; for, as M. de Saint Beuve
justly remarks, it is too frequently forgotten that every one has
his peculiar humor in his philosophy and in his theology. Pas-
cal had an unquiet and melancholy humor, thence his visionary
views. DBossuet had a ecalm humor, thence partly arose the
serenity of his views; and that independently of the greatness
of their minds, and the nature of their ideas.*

No serious comparison can be made between the hallucinations
of those famous men and those of the visionaries of our day.
There, enterprises conceived, carried out, consummated with all
the power of reason, the train of facts, the force of genius,
and with whom the hallucination was but an auxiliary; here,
projects without connection, without aim, without faet, and
always stamped with insanity.

But it may be said, How does it happen that this species of
hallucination has disappeared in our day? Here is a reply to
the query: to be hallucinated in this manner needs profound
conviction, intense belief, extreme love of humanity; to live in
the midst of a society partaking of the same belief, and willing, in
case of necessity, to die for it. Then they walked with the age.
Where are new creeds ? Where are the martyrs ? What voice
governs the world? Every one lives for himself and in himself.
Skepticism has gained all classes. Generous devotedness excites
a smile. Material happiness is the motto. It will be allowed
that such a disposition of mind is little favorable to enthusiasm
and great enterprises.t

We know that there have been in religion, in morals, and in

1; Of Saint Bevue, Pascal's Thoughts. Thoughts on Two Worlds, July,
4,

 From not having a proper understanding of the value of words, men
attribute opinions to others which they do not hold.
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ON HALLUCINATIONS.

INTRODUCTION.

AT every epoch in the history of man—in the most opposite
latitudes—under the most diverse governments—among all reli-
gions—we constantly find the same belief in ghosts and appa-
ritions. How has so universal an opinion been established? Its
source must evidently be sought in physical organization. In
fact, if we study man in a physiological point of view, we per-
ceive that he is governed by an irresistible desire for the un-
known, which most generally exhibits itself in a love for the
marvellous. The savage, who dreams of the Great Spirit, and
of boundless hunting-grounds—the man of the Middle Ages,
who kneels on the threshold of the purgatory of St. Patrick—
the Arab, who wanders amid the enchanted palaces of the Thou-
sand and One Nights—the Indian, who is absorbed in the incar-
nations of Brahma—the inhabitant of the civilized world, who,
while professing to believe nothing, secretly consults a pythoness,
or asks of magnetism what it cannot give—all obey this one
desire to believe in something.

On a superficial view, we are surprised that opinions which so
strongly resemble each other should have acquired so much power,
and are tempted to inquire whether we are made up of error; the
puppets of illusions; but looking deeper into the question, we
perceive that they are but a deviation from the two great laws
of onr existence—the knowledge of God, and of ourselves.

History and tradition agree on this point, that man came from
the hands of his Creator pure, but free. Whilst reason. guided
him, error and superstition slept; but as soon as the abuse of

liberty produced a forgetfulness of his origin, and of its inten-
2







INTRODUCTION, 19

man, and they will make a host of others, unless fear prevents
their reciting similar stories.

Such, in fact, is the origin of a multitude of errors. Once
admitted, they are repeated, then systematized, then reduced to
doctrines, which are introduced into the mind amongst its ear-
liest ideas, bring into subjection the finest understandings, and
persist for ages, until reason, reasserting her rights, drives back
imagination within proper limits.

When entire nations accept erroneous ideas as facts, and teach
them by lessons, books, pictures, sculptures—in a word, by all
the surroundings of social life—they become such that no one
can overcome them without divine aid. The great men of the
age partake to a certain extent of the opinions and prejudices of
their contemporaries; but these false notions have no effect on
their conduct. The representatives of a necessary and useful
idea—its incarnation, if I may so express myself—their mission
is providential. They are driven by an irresistible impulse to
do as they do, and their actions assert the development of the
highest faculties of the human mind.

Let us apply these principles to the subject of our work, with
the aid of some ideas borrowed from psychology. The outward
world affects us, it invades all the senses, peoples the brain with
millions of images, which an emotion, a passion, an abstraction,
can suddenly reproduce with all their variety and diversity of
coloring. Hence the desire that all have to feast on images.
These pictured reminiscences, which impress us in two different
modes, according to which they appear to us false or real, con-
stitute the phenomena of hallucinations. But the senses are not
the only sources of our ideas: some are derived from the soul,
from God; these are general ideas, pure perceptions, which
cannot be pictured ; they only enter the region of hallucination
by an overwrought abstraction ; the form under which they are
presented is but the result of the imperfection of our nature; the
spirituality of man is not thereby affected.

The sensible signs which form the exclusive materials for hal-
lucinations, everything that exerts a powerful impression on the
mind, can, under certain circumstances, produce an image, a
sound, a smell, ete. Thus, when a man has long resigned him-
self to profound meditation, he frequently finds the idea which
has absorbed him clothed in a material form ; on the cessation

N TN







INTRODUCTION. a1

phenomena, which are frequently derived from the publie ‘Fﬂiﬂ:&;
they are the rough materials, which disappear beneath the knife
of the operator, to leave but the perfect result; they are, so to
speak, hallucinations; but they have no effect upon acquired
truths ; and these exist as well before as after the life of him
who has been made their interpreter. Considering its duality,
we think that an idea is, like man, composed of two parts—the
one spiritual, the other material; and hallucination, considered
in its characteristic phenomena, is the material reproduction of
an idea. It is the highest degree of tension of which the deep
thinker is capable—a real ecstasy. Amongst people of strong
conviction, where imagination is not enlightened by science, it
is the reflection of general belief; but in neither case does it offer
any obstacle to the free exercise of reason. It is an incontro-
vertible fact that the most celebrated men have been subject
to hallucinations, without being in the least degree suspected of
mental aberration.

But, however strongly we may protest against accusing these
learned men of madness, we nevertheless admit that hallucina-
tions, combined with loss of reason, have existed amongst a cer-
tain number of persons renowned in history.

The necessity of belief is a distinctive trait of our nature. If
we take both faith and reason for our guides, we are surely led
without obstacle to the end we would attain; but if we lean ex-
clusively on one or the other, the result must be sadly erroneous.
Faith without reason leads directly to superstition; and reason
without faith almost always results in arrogance. The halluci-
nations which arise from these two sources of error will be as
various as the habitual ideas and occupations of the individual.
The eraving to know, unregulated, will produce monstrosities of
every kind. The desire of excitement, indulged in, will drive
even the most enlightened nations into absurdities, and give an
ephemeral triumph to impostors, until a new excitement arises to
replace that which last existed. It would be impossible to give
a luminous account of the hallucinations resulting from these
two causes ; they would be as numerous as the combinations of
thonght, and as diversified as character.

However much the false direction of the mental powers may be
the cause of these hallucinations, they eannot all be so classed.
Some are the result of disease, some of certain substances intro-

S







INTRODUCTION. 23

on the mind with sufficient power to ereate a visible picture, as in
the phenomenon of hallucinations, an image is produced ; thus, in
derangement, the mind is not the diseased part, it is the organ
alone that suffers. The instrument is defective—the mind that
directed it is untouched; it rests inactive, but it is never injured;
sometimes it even struggles through all obstacles, and proves
that all its energy is preserved, notwithstanding its long rest.

In its sickness, obliged to act on a chimera, it has continued its

functions with perfect regularity.

When neglect of fundamental prineiples has multiplied false
notions, filled the mind with superstitions and errors, which have
become general belief, the visible signs by which these notions
are impressed on us exhibit themselves in hallucinations; thus,
in periods of individuality, they are manifested in forms con-
nected with the habitual preoccupation of whosoever is presented
to the eyes of the mind.

The effects of hallucinations are of two kinds: either they
have no influence on the mind, or they are accompanied by mad-
ness. :

But in recognizing the authority of reason, it must not be
forgotten that it is under restraint, and that consequently it can
be checked and controlled; and, convinced with Bossuet that
religion can only come under its influence to a certain point, and
under fixed limits, we admit the authenticity of the apparitions
of Holy Writ, which we separate entirely from the hallucinations
of religious men occasioned by general belief, and compatible
with reason.

These preliminaries established, we proceed to give the general
arrangement of our work:—

The definition of hallucination should precede its history; with
that, therefore, the book commences. It has been argued that
it would be more logical to begin by the method of analysis
and synthesis ; but that would require tortuous paths; we prefer
the one which at once gives a clear idea of the question.

If hallucination were a simple fact, its classification would not
require such enlarged development; but it is far from being so.
This particular state of the mind is seen under a multitude of
aspects. It exists with reason, it constitutes a variety in mad-
ness; frequently, strange metamorphoses of feeling mask it com-
pletely.  Almost always it accompanies alienation, of which it
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INTRODUCTION. 25

of madness, there is no doubt that this state now and then is
accompanied by errors in the senses, the existence of which is
not proved until after the recovery of the patient, and which
gives ‘a reason for acts otherwise inexplicable, and only to be
accounted for by hallucinations.

The fourth section also includes hallucinations that accompany
mania; they are often associated with illusions, or alternate with
them. Their frequency i§ almost as great as in monomania, but
it is often more difficult to detect them, because maniacs pass
from one object to another, are capricious, reply with volubility,
and pay no attention to the questions addressed to them. There
is a variety of this mania with lying-in women, which is observ-
able in many cases. A fact which is more rare, but which we
have likewise noted, is the persistence of this symptom in the
last stage of general paralysis. It is probable that hallucina-
tions exist in some degrees of imbecility.

Hallueinations which are exhibited in delirium tremens, drunk-
enness, after the absorption of narcoties and poisons, are the sub-
jects of the fifth section; we have thought it proper to separate
alienation from mental hallucinations, which, linked with the
action of these substances, do not really show themselves with
the characters of madness, and we have chosen to speak of them
under the article Etiology. Delirium tremens, as well as mad-
ness from inebriety, has a great influence on the conduct; we
have examined each under the triple relation of morality, medi-
cine, and law.

The sixth section comprises hallucinations connected with cata-
lepsy, epilepsy, hysteria, hypochondria, etc.

The hallucinations of nightmare and dreams constitute the
seventh section. It is evident that nightmare has points of re-
lation with madness, which are observable in that state. There
are also dreams, which are closely analogous to hallucinations.
The physiological study of dreams has presented many interest-
ing particulars ; it is thus, for instance, that presentiments ap-
pear to us explainable in most cases by hallucinations. It must
not, however, be thought that presentiments oceur only in dreams,
and that hallucination always explains them. One case of noc-
turnal hallucination which is related in this section may throw
some light on actions frequently inexplicable. Indeed, we have

proved that nocturnal hallucinations have sometimes existed as
an epidemie.
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ment of this chapter, are the leading points whence emanate
a multitude of second causes. As, in mental alienation, domi-
nant ideas have a great influence on hallucinations, so, during
the reign of demonology, sorcery, magic, lycanthropy, and vam-
pirism, men everywhere saw devils, sorcerers, men-wolves, vam-
pires, ete. With different degrees of civilization, the character
of hallucination varies. With the Greeks, it was exhibited in
the form of pans, fawns, naiades. With the Romans, it took the
aspect of genii. In the Middle Ages, it was manifested in the form
of angels, saints, and devils. In our time, all possible combinations
of thought form the basis. When hallucinatiousrare produced by
physical causes, they may be referred more or less to each of
these; but, as we have already anngunced them in several pre-
ceding sections, we will abstain from repetition.

Correctly speaking, the preceding paragraph has reference only
to the secondary causes of hallucinations; it was necessary to
consider them on higher grounds, which we have endeavored to
do in a chapter in which they are regarded in a psychological,
historical, moral, and religious view. In the early part of this
chapter, we have shown that the first causes of hallucinations must
be sought for in the violation of some great principle, in the errone-
ous direction of ideas, and by eonsequence in the abnormal produe-
tion of their perceptible signs. After having entered on more ex-
tended considerations of the nature of ideas, their division, the
principal operations of the mind which are brought into play in
hallucinations, we have shown that these should often be con-
sidered as'almost a normal fact, to which we have already alluded
in speaking of physiological ecstasy. This mode of treating the
subject of hallucinations has enabled us to explain how so many
celebrated men have been thus affected, without on that account
being insane. The examples of Loyola, Luther, and Joan of Are

offer themselves at once as decided demonstrations in favor of
this opinion.

Above all, the object of our argument is to prove that these l

noted personages were the personifications of an epoch, an idea;
that they fulfilled a useful and necessary mission; and that their
hallucinations had nothing in common with those of the present
time. In this chapter, we have also endeavored to establish a de-
cided line of demarcation between the apparitions of Holy Writ,
the hallucinations of profane history, and even those of many
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INTRODUCTION. 29

neglected the examination of hallucinations in connection with
civil and eriminal institutions. It has been proved by a multi-
tude of examples that persons thus affected may, under the
influence of their false impressions, commit reprehensible, dan-
gerous, and even criminal acts. This fact, placed beyond doubt
in the course of this work, has been confirmed by new examples.
Thence it became necessary to establish signs by which this state
should be proved, in order that it might not be confounded with
simulation; we have discovered these signs by inquiry, and
from the writings and prolonged observation of individuals; we
also think that magistrates, as well as doctors, possess the
means to distinguish eriminals laboring under hallucination.
The question of sequestration, already agitated in speaking of
treatment, has been newly considered. Useful in many cases,
especially when the patient is mischievous, in many others it could
not be recommended without serious inconvenience to the persons
affected. Finally, we have closed this chapter, the principal
points of which we have glanced at, by showing that it is possible
to use a test in the case of hallucinations, provided that they do
not influence the acts of the individual: but we have also shown
‘that it is not thus when the affections are perveried; as would,
for example, be the belief that a near relative had the form of a
devil, that he used electricity to poison the food, exhaled infee-
tious odors, caused torment, ete.

In composing a work of this nature, the author should seek to
combine interest with instruction. The favorable reception that
we have met with induces the belief that these two conditions
have been fulfilled.
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CHAPTER I.

DEFINITION AND DIVIBION OF HALLUCINATIONS.

Importance of the study of hallucinations—Definition of authors—Outline of the
principal classifications—Character of the one presented by the author.

Tz psychological history of man does not offer a more curious
question than that of hallucinations. To see what no eye per-
ceives, to hear what no ear hears, to be convinced of the reality
of sensations to which all are incredulons—does not this present
matter for research full of interest ?

Hallucination, recorded in the annals of every people, and
in the lives of the greater number of celebrated persons, and ex-
isting as a creed through a long vista of ages, is, doubtless, re-
strained by the progress of science ; but, such as it now appears,
its study becomes a matter of high import, from the part it plays
in a host of psychological phenomena, its intervention in many
diseases, and particularly in mental affections.

. What is hallucination ? How can it be defined ? Is it simple,
or combined with other morbid conditions? Such are the differ-
ent questions with which we shall commence our work.

Aristotle, Zeno, and Chrysippus, among the ancients, were, in
a degree, aware of a false perception, and endeavored to distin-
guish it from true perception; they deseribed three sorts of hal-
lucinations—those of the sight, of the hearing, and of smell ; but
they neither noted all the degrees nor all the conditions of its
existence.

The definition of hallucination does not appear to trace to a
period far back ; Arnold is, we think, the first who gave it
any completeness of form. ¢ Ideal insanity,” said he, ‘“is the
intellectual state of a person who believes he sees and hears
what no other person sces or hears; who imagines he converses
with spirits, perceives things impalpable to the senses, or that
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CLASSIFICATION OF HALLUCINATIONS. 38

professed sensations of the hallucinated are images, and ideas,
reproduced by memory, associated by imagination, and personi-
fied by habit.”

This second definition has been strongly attacked as being
neither logical nor consonant with facts. We will not bring for-
ward the eriticism to which it has been subjected, but we consider
it more brilliant than correct.

M. Fabret, in his Lectures wpon Mental Diseases, published in -
the Gazette des Hopitaua for 1850, adopts Esquirol's opinions,
though with some slight modifications.

Darwin, and subsequently M. Fayille, considered hallucinations
as a lesion of the organs of sense. On this hypothesis, a false
perception, always the same, is assumed to exist; but it is im-
possible to adopt it for the hallucinations that are connected with
the habitual ideas of the individual, or with those which are
prevalent at certain historical epochs.

According to M. Calmeil, hallucinations are ideas that are
converted into material impressions, and are carried into ac-
tion on the external senses, although the nervous system of the
periphery is passive. But this physician goes farther, since he
admits that the peripheric nervous system may be the starting-
point for the most varied, and probably the most numerous,
hallueinations. M. Calmeil combines hallucinations and illusions.

Mons. Lélut considers hallucinations to be an intermediate
phenomenon between sensation and conception. This pheno-
menon he regards as a spontaneous transformation of thought
mmto sensations generally external.

M. Bland has attacked this definition, by remarking that hal-
lucination cannot be a transformation of thought, because thought,
immaterial in its nature, has no form, consequently cannot be
transformed, nor become material like a sensation, viewed by the
impulse which produces it.*

Between sensation and coneeption, says M. Leuret, there ex-
ists an intermediate phenomenon, that practitioners call halluei-
nation. Hallucination resembles sensation, inasmuch as, like
sensation, it gives the idea of a body actually acting on the
organs. It differs from it, inasmuch as it exists without an ex-

* Bland, Note pour servir 4 I'histoire des hallucinations, Revue Médi-
cale, Juin, 1842,
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CLASSIFICATION OF HALLUCINATIONS. 35

characteristic in the psychical phenomenon, considered as an
essential condition of the special change of modality which en-
genders illusions, necessarily excludes from this category of
symptoms those phenomena which result immediately and ex-
elusively from the operdtions of the soul as much as intellectual
strength. In this opinion, notions and ideas can be true or
false, and never illusory. Illusory sensations are distinguished
from other psychical phenomena, inasmuch as they have an
act of the senses for their condition, and an illusion for their
effect.

The illusory sensations are of two orders, objective and sub-
jective. The essential character of the former is to have a
sensation created by an external object, and, as a necessary ef-
. fect, to engender an illusion relative to the sensible properties
of that object. The subjective have for their essential character
a sensation without a real object, caused by an exterior modifica-
tion of the organs of the subject, and causing an illusion relative
to the existence of an external ohject.*

Dendy explains hallucination as a past recollection—illusion,
as a present recollection.

For ourselves, building on the symptomatology of hallucina-
tions and illusions, we will define hallucination as the perception
of the sensible signs of an idea; and illusion, a false appreciation
of real sensations. In considering this phenomenon in a psycho-
logical point of view, we will explain our opinion, by stating that
the spiritual character of the idea, or its essence, never forms a
part of the hallucination, but that the sensible sign forms its
only foundation.

The division of hallucinations ought to rest on a previous and
deep study of their states of complication and simplicity. But
this method, suitable for classification, would offer serious draw-
backs to the comprehension of this work; the reader would not
at once gcize on the whole of the plan, his mind would lose itself
in details, and the result would be a painful impression, which
would nullify all our efforts. Under this conviction, we will pro-

* Max Parchappe, Symptomatologie de Ia folie, Annales Médico-Psy-
chologiques (see numbers for January and April, 1850, and January,
1851, p. 268, ef seq.).

 Walter Cooper Dendy, The Philosophy of Mystery, London, 1841,
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bert, Abercrombie and his disciples, commences by dividing hal-
lucinations into two great sections: 1. Those of wakefulness.
9. Those of dreams. He then proposes a new classification, the
most complete which has been published in England. 1t is com-
posed of seven groups, which comprehend the major part of
known hallucinations, and one of which admits the existence of
hallucinations with reason.*

In common with most of the authors who have preceded him,
Mr. Paterson combines hallucinations and illusions.

The classifications of Messrs. Baillarger and Parchappe have
already been noticed.

The classification that we are about to introduce exhibits hal-
lucinations in a much more extensive view. We recognize the
hallucinations of illusions, although they constantly approximate,
because their origin differs entirely; but, after having charac-
terized their distinctions, we shall point out, in describing hallu-
cinations, what is important to be known of illusions, as it is im-
possible, in many circumstances, that these two forms of mental
aberration should be isolated. The same remark applies to idio-
pathic and symptomatic hallucinations; however useful in a sci-
entific point of view, it cannot be rigorously maintained in a
history of hallucinations.

These distinctions established, we shall proceed to divide hallu-
cinations into ten sections, shown in the following table, but which,
from the importance of many of them, are also subdivided:—

Section I. Hallucinations consistent with reason,
i [ of sight;
of hearing;

1. Corrected by un-
% Comprising of smell ;

derstanding. 1 pOAAM]
2. Not corrected by hallucinations | of taste;
understanding. of touch;

of all the senses.T

%

Section IT. Simple hallucinations, in themselves having the cha-
racteristic of insanity, without being complicated with mono-
mania, mania, madness, etc.

& Paterson, Mémoires sur plusieurs cas d’hallucinations (Annal. Mé-
dico-Paychol., 1843),

T This subdivision applies to other sections,
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HALLUCINATIONS CONSISTENT WITH REASON. 41

recognized as memories, reminiscences, creations—sometimes
accepted as the effect of supernatural power—their usual charac-
ter is not to cause any disturbance of the intellect, nor exercise
any unhappy influence on the actions of life. It is not thus
when the image presents an actual form to the mind which
slavishly obeys it ; the hallucination passes from a physiological
to a pathological condition, and thence leads to insanity.

The existence of images, or rather of physiological hallucina-
tions,* is placed beyond all doubt by thousands of physical and
moral facts. Indeed, they may be caused by optical or acoustic
illusion.

Brewster, in his Letters on Natural Magic,T has related an ex-
periment by Newton, which proves that any one can, at his plea-
sure, create hallucinations. That great philosopher, after having
attracted the sun to a mirror, directed his glance by chance to
an obscure part of the room; he was much surprised to see the
solar spectrum reproduced, and exhibited by degrees, with all the
colors and brillianey of the sun itself. The hallucination oc-
curred as frequently as he turned his eyes towards the dark
spot.] i

Paterson remarks that the same phenomenon takes place when
a casement is highly illuminated, and the wall afterwards looked
at; the image of the casement, with its squares and its bars, is
quickly developed to your gaze.§ To these two facts may be
added the circumstance that individuals who concentrate their
ideas on a scene, or a mountain which they may have noticed in
their travels, find it reprm:‘licled with extreme fidelity.

* These remarks apply equally to illusions.
T Bir David Brewster, Letters on Natural Magie, p. 32, London, 1832.
1 I would remark now, and once for all, that all observations borrowed
from foreign anthors have been translated by myself. Many physicians
who have written on hallucinations have given certain quotations which
they believed to be literally taken from works, more or less known, whilst
I took the trouble to translate the original text. Experience at my own
cost, and errors committed by those who quote at second and third hand,
]i;&‘ifﬂ long since given me the habit of applying at once to the fountain-
ead.
¢ Paterson, Edinburgh Medical and Surgieal Journal, No. cliv., January,
1843.—Mémoires sur plusieurs cas d’hallucinations, avee des observations
sur les phénoménes et les états morbides dans lesquels elles ont lieu, trans-
lated by A. Brierre de Boismont, Annales Médico-Psycho., 1, 3, 1834,
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intelligences, their journeys in heaven, and in hell, t“f the 1llusions
of which this state of being renders us susceptible; in a word, all
the extravagance and superstition of their contagious reveries,
But I do not hesitate, also, to say that it is probably in this
state that men of genius have conceived the most original beau-
ties of their works; that in it the geometrician has solved the
problem that had long baffled him ; the metaphysician has seen
the first glimpse of the most ingenious of his systems ; the poet,
his most beautiful verse ; the musician, the most expressive and
most brilliant of his passages; the statesman, the decisive expe-
dient that all the light of his experience had not discovered with
his severest calculations; the general, the expansive and rapid
coup d'eeil that fixes the fate of a battle and insures victory.”

We may here notice the influence of being on the confines be-
tween the true and the fanciful; towards whichever side we
lean, reverie is the great source of great actions or rash enter-
prises.

Carried away by these waking dreams, these castles in the
air, so familiar to us, and which substitute such sweet illusions
for the sad realities of life, our thoughts are illuminated, our idle
fancies become embodied, and we see before us, under sensible
forms, all the objects of our wishes. Who, for example, has not
a hundred times contemplated the figure of his beloved; or, if
he be enamored of glory, has not distinctly heard the sound of
clarions, and the cries of the combatants?

All who have lived in the East, or written of that glorious
country, have spoken of the powerful effect of the climate on the
imagination of the inhabitants. It is averred that there exist
substances in that part of the world that throw the mind into ec-
stasies. “For myself,” says M. Paul de Molenes, “I have always
thought that the heaven under which the Arab folds and unfolds
his tent is the most effectual source of reverie in which the soul
ean be steeped. The Orientals do not, like ourselves, know the
debasing and loquacious intoxication of wine, of brandy, of beer,
and of all those liquors that disfigure the features, disorder the
mind, and imprint extravagance on the tongue ; but they possess
the seeret of that noble and silent intoxication of heaven, of soli-
tude, space, and of those divine things which give an august cha-
racter to the countenance, and illumine thought with the trans-
parencies of vision, and place a sacred seal on the lips, broken at
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excavates ruins to find the remains of antiquity, a magician
invoking the guardian genii of the treasures, in order to possess
himself of them.

The reverie, then, is eminently favorable to the production of
physiological hallucinations; and it is easy to deduce from thence,
how, with deep thinkers, it may be the cause of admirable chefs-
d'ceuvres. ;

Hence poets, painters, sculptors, whom genius has touched
with his wing, have all perceived before them the form of the
ideal of their dreams; their biographies prove that this form was
visible to the eyes of their minds (like the ghost of Banquo in
Macbeth), and often even to their bodily eyes. Moreover, we do
not believe that there are immortal creations without this mate-
rialization of the ideal. It is the characteristic sign of the
artists of antiquity, and of those of the Middle Ages; and if few
can now equal them, it is becanse that profound belief which
elevated the soul to the highest degree of enthusiasm has almost
entirely ceased amongst enlightened people, who, on the contrary,
profess to believe nothing.

Having reserved hallucinations in relation fo psychology for
a special chapter, we will not enter on the examination of dreams,
of certain states of infancy, of authentic phenomena of magnet-
ism and somnambulism, ete. ; our object here is simply to prove
that hallucination is consistent with reason. The two classes
that we have established are distinguished one from the other, by
the excess and the intensity of the phenomenon, In a reasona-
ble state, the image may preserve the vividness of the original,
but it is in general recognized as a creation of the imagination,
and is of short duration; in the delirious state, on the contrary,
the brain paints its pictures with more force than they possess in
reality ; these are detached from self, take an existence inde-
pendent of the individual, and disturb the mental faculties.

The psychological study of man, then, proves that hallueina-
tion can exist without disordering the mind. We will describe
several curious cases in support of this doetrine, and divide them
into two sections: 1. Hallucinations corrected by the under-
standing; 2. Hallucinations not corrected by the understanding:
perfect sanity in hoth cases.

The hallucinations of the first section may continue for a
length of time. In certain cases, they are conjured up at will.
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which I saw him take, for which he only required two sittings of
half an hour each, the last of which was to look at the dress and
the eyebrows, which his memory had not retained. As it was
feared that the excitement, consequent on this work, would be
productive of unhappy results, he was persuaded to renounce
the practice of his art. He died shortly afterwards.”*

This power of invoking shadows, and peopling solitudes, may
be carried so far as to transform individuals present into phan-
toms.

Case IT. Hyacinth Langlois, a celebrated artist of the city
of Rouen, intimately acquainted with Talma, related that this
great artist had confided to him the fact that, when he trod the
stage, he could, by the force of his will, make all the brilliant
dresses of his numerous audience disappear, and substitute
skeletons for the living characters. When his imagination had
thus filled the theatre with these singular spectators, his emo-
tions were such as to give to his play a force which produced the
most striking effects.

Since hallucination can in such a case be invoked at will, it is
easy to conceive that it may exhibit itself instantaneously.

Case III. Bottex relates that a man employed in a brew-
house in Strasburg, having gone to Saint Etienne, inhabited the
latter town for about two months, when he one night heard
gomething walk round his bed, and pass over the coverlet; the
next day, at the same hour, the same noise; but then he dis-
tinctly heard these words: “Ah! I have found you, then!” He
recognized the voice of a young person whom he had left at
Strasburg.

Thenceforward, the voice followed him everywhere ; asked for
money, spoke of marriage, and menaced him with the devil if he
did not comply with her wishes; in fact, she so tormented him
that he could neither work nor sleep, so he resolved to enter a
hospital at Lyons.

He did not see the woman who spoke to him, but distinctly
heard her voice; and no hour passed that she did net talk to
him. When requested to listen to her, he leaned his head to

the left, and immediately heard her ; when he repeated word for
word what she said.

* A. L. Wigan, M. D., A New View of Insanity, the Duality of the Mind, i
p. 123, London, 1844, '
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and awaited, pistol in hand, the night of the 31st of December.
At the moment when the clock struck twelve, he blew out his
brains.”

Case VI. We owe toa very eminent physician of acknowledged
reputation, and intimate with Sir Walter Scott, the recital of a
fact that occurred to a well-known personage, which is, without
contradiction, one of the most curious examples that can be
offered in the history of hallucination. The physician was, by
chance, called on to attend a man, now long deceased, who,
during his life, filled an important office in a particular depart-
ment of justice. His functions made him frequently an arbiter
of the interests of others; his conduct was therefore open to
publie observation, and for a series of years he enjoyed a repu-
tation for uncommon firmness, good sense, and integrity.

At the time when the physician visited him, he kept his room,
sometimes his bed, and yet he continued now and then to engage
in the duties of his office ; his mind displayed its usual foree
and habitnal energy in directing the business which devolved
on him. A superficial observer would not have noticed anything
indicative of weakness or oppression of mind. The external
symptoms announced no acute or alarming illness; but the slow-
ness of his pulse, the failure of his appetite, a painful digestion,
and an unceasing sadness, appeared to have their source in some
cause which the invalid was resolved to conceal.

The gloomy air of the unhappy man, the embarrassment which
he could not disguise, the constraint with which he replied briefly
to the questions of the physician, induced the latter to apply to
his family, who could not give him any satisfactory information.

The physician then had recourse to arguments calculated to
make a strong impression on the mind of the patient. He .
pointed out the folly of devoting himself to a slow death rather
than communicate the secret of the grief which was dragging
him to the grave. Above all, he represented the injury he was
inflicting on his own reputation, by creating a suspicion that the
canse of his affliction, and the consequences resulting, were of too
disgraceful and criminal a character to be owned; and added, .
that he would bequeath to his family a suspected and dishonored }
name, and leave a memory to which would be attached the idea i
of some crime, which he dared not own, even in his dying hour,

This latter argument made more impression than any which had
4
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of the imagination. However, I have not the same antipathy to
these animals as that brave mountain-chief, now dead, whose face
turned all the colors of his plaid, if in a room with a cat, even
though he did not see it. On the contrary, I rather like them, and
I endured the presence of my imaginary companion with a degree
of patience that almost amounted to indifference. But, at the end
of a few months, the cat disappeared, and was succeeded by a
phantom of a higher grade, and whose exterior was at least more
imposing. It was no other than a gentleman-usher, dressed as
thongh he were in the service of the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland,
or of a great functionary of the church, or of any other person
of rank or dignity.

“This character, in a court-dress, with bag wig, a sword by his
side, a vest worked in tambour, and a chapeau-bras, glided by
my side like the shade of Beau Nash. Whether in my own house,
or elsewhere, he mounted the stairs before me, as if to announce
me. Sometimes he mixed in with the company, although it was
evident that no one remarked his presence, and that I alone
witnessed the chimerical honors he paid me. This caprice of
imagination did not make a strong impression on me; but it
raised a question as to the nature of the disease, and I began
to fear the effect it might have on my senses. This apparition
also had its term. After a few months, my gentleman-usher was no
more seen, but was replaced by a phantom horrible to the sight,
and distressing to the mind—a skeleton. Alone, or in society,”’
added the unfortunate man, ‘“‘this apparition never leaves me.
It is in vain that I repeat to myself that it has no reality, that
it is but an illusion caused by the derangement of my sight, or a
disordered imagination. Of what use are such reflections, when
the presage and the emblem of death is constantly before my
eyes? when I see myself, although only in imagination, forever
the companion of a phantom representing the gloomy inhabitant
of the tomb, whilst I am still upon earth? Neither science,
philosophy, nor even religion has a remedy for such a disease;
and I oo truly feel that I shall die this cruel death, although I
have no faith in the reality of the spectre that is always pre-
sent.”’

The physician was pained to see how deeply this vision was
rooted in the mind of the invalid, who was then in bed. He
adroitly pressed him with questions as to the apparition; knowing

B oo
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stitution. Bonnet, and La Place in his Easai Philosophique sur
les Probabilités (pp. 224-226), have mentioned a fact of this
nature relating to a maternal grandfather of the former of these
physicians.®

One of the most interesting narratives of this character is
that which was published a few years since by the bookseller
Nicolai, of Berlin:—

Case VIL. “During the latter six months of the year 1790,”
that academician relates, “I had endured griefs that most deeply
affected me. Dr. Selle, who was aceustomed to bleed me twice
a year, had deemed it advisable to do so but once. On the 24th
of February, 1791, after a sharp altercation, I suddenly perceived,
 at the distance of ten paces, a dead body ; T inquired of my wife
if she did not see it; my question alarmed her much, and she
hastened to send for a doctor; the apparition lasted cight min-
utes. At four in the afternoon, the same vision reappeared; I
was then alone; much disturbed by it, I went to my wife's apart-
ment ; the vision followed me. At six, I perceived several fig-
ures that had no connection with the others,

% When the first alarm had subsided, I watched the phantoms,
taking them for what they really were, the results of an indispo-
gition. - Full of :this idea, I carefully examined them, endedvor-
ing to trace by what association of ideas these forms were pre-
sented to my imagination; I could not, however, connect them

with my occupations, my thoughts, or my works. On the

following day, the fizure of the corpse ‘disappeared, but was
replaced by a great many other figures representing sometimes
friends, but more generally strangers. None of my intimate

friends were amongst these apparitions, which were almost ex-

clusively composed of individuals inhabiting places more or less
distant. I attempted to produce at will persons of my acquaint-
ance by an intense objectivity of their persons; but although I
conld see two or three of them distinetly in my mind, I could

not succeed in making exterior the interior perception, although

I had before seen them in that manner involuntarily, and though
I saw them afresh when not thinking of them. The disposition

of my mind prevented me from confounding those false appear-
ances 'mth reality.

* Bonnet, Essai analytique sur ’Ame, ch. xxiii. p. 420.
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We cannot too strongly draw attention to the physiology of
these hallucinations of sight and hearing, experienced by a man
who perfectly analyzed his feelings, and who was careful to
remark that this astonishing disorder of the mind could be alone
explained by the influence of grief, and by a disturbance in the
cerebral circulation consequent on it.

Case VIIL “On the 26th of December, 1830, says Sir D.
Brewster,* ¢ Mrs. A. was seated near the fire in her parlor, and
was about going up stairs to dress, when she heard the voice of
her husband, who called her by name, and said, ¢ Come here, come
here!” Imagining that he was at the door, she desired some one
to open it, when she was astonished to find no one there. On her
return into the parlor, she heard the voice a second and a third
time. It was plaintive, and slightly impatient. Mrs, A. answered
aloud: ¢ Where are you? I do not know where you are.” Not
receiving any reply, the lady went back to her room.

% Mr. A. returned in about half an hour, when his wife, who
was as yet undeceived, inquired why he had called her several
times, and where he was. But she was much surprised to hear
that he had not been in the house.”

Brewster adds that Mrs. A. had suffered much for six weeks
with a cold, that weakened her exceedingly. Her stomach was
naturally delicate, and her nervous system very impressible;
during sleep she spoke rapidly, and recited long poems. This
lady had many other hallucinations, which the English author has
detailed ; but, from their commencement, she perfectly under-
stood their nature, and, together with her husband, studied them,
i connection with the circumstances that accompanied them, and
her particular state of health.

Case IX. “ When I was at school,” says Mr. H., “1 formed a
close intimacy with a youth, whom I shall call D. The miscon-
duet of his father brought the family to ruin, and they fell into
the depths of misery. For many years I lost sight of the poor
fellow, who had been sent abroad in order to be more easily got
rid of. At length I heard that he had returned in a deep decline,
of which, in three months after, he died. I was called in to
examine the body, and it may be easily imagined how many sad
reflections such a sight awakened. This event had the following

* Brewster, op. cif., p. 30.
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interval of many years, is as vividly before me as it then was,
I never knew any one having the slightest resemblance to this
fantastic personage.

“After the disappearance of this phantom, and during the
progress of my sickness, I had a particular and very amusing
hallucination. I perceived a crowd of little human figures, which
disappeared by degrees like a troop of puppets; they were all
of the same height, and apparently at the same distance. When
one of these fizures had remained visible for a few minutes, it
melted away, and was replaced by another more distinet. I do
not recollect that these apparitions had any resemblance to
persons or objects which I had previously seen, but they were so
many ereations or new combinations, the originals of which I
could not trace.”’* i

“If it be asked,” adds Conolly, “how it was that Nicolai and
the English physiologist did not lose their reason, the reply is,
that they never believed in the reality of these visions. But why
did they not believe, since the deranged have full faith in them ?
The evidence is alike in both cases, since it is closely linked with
the evidence of the senses, than which nothing can be better.
Did not Nicolai and Dr. Bostock deserve the name of madmen,
for not believing their senses, rather than they who did ? The
explanation should be thus: The printer of Berlin and the
London physician compared the objects: that passed before their
eyes, and concluded that the room could not contain so many
persons. Noticing the tranquillity and the unembarrassed looks
of those around them, it was evident that these apparitions were
myisible to them ; with the assistance of their other senses, they
became convinced that the appearances were false, whatever
madmen might make of them. ,

“These examples lead to the suspicion, which is confirmed by
many others, that madness consists in the loss or the weakening
of one or more of the mental faculties, which no longer have the
power of comparing.”t

A state of weakness, convalescence, syncope, and that condi-
tion which precedes asphyxia, sometimes cause hallucinations.

* Bostock, System of Physiology, vol. iii. p. 204,

t Conolly, An Inquiry concerning the Indicati 1
8vo., London, 1334.{5 Ty E ndications of Insanity, p. 112,
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spectre, that always appeared to him on lying down. When he
sat up in bed, it vanished, but reappeared as soon as he assumed
a horizontal position. (Dendy, op. eit., p. 280.) e

A great struggle of mind, great preoccupation, an association
of ideas which cannot always be detected, may reproduce a fact
already forgotten, and give it all the freshness of a living picture.

(ase XIIT. A middle-aged, well-dressed man, a stranger in
Edinburgh, died suddenly in an omnibus. The corpse was ex-
posed in the police-office until it was claimed by his friends. On
the following day, a medical man was called in to report on the
cause of his death.

On entering the room where the body lay, the reporter was
struck with the open, intelligent, and agreeable expression on the
face of the dead. He had completely forgotten the matter, how-
ever, when it was recalled in the following manner: After seve-
ral days’ close study of a medical subject, he perceived, on raising
his eyes, the form of the stranger opposite to him, as distinctly
as he had seen him the first time on the table in the police-office;
with this difference only, that he had on his hat. For a while, he
looked steadfastly on the surgeon, with the same amiable expres-
sion the latter had before remarked, and in a few minutes dis-
appeared.

Mental exertion, in over-exciting the brain, often causes hallu-
cinations. We have known several persons, amongst them a
medical man, who distinctly heard voices calling them at night ;
several of these individuals turned to reply, and went to the door
~ under the impression that the bell rang. This state appears to be
eommon among those who soliloquize, talk aloud, and hold con-
versations as though another were present.

Case XIV. Ben Jonson, who had a tenacious memory, and
a brilliant imagination, experienced occasionally these false im-
pressions. He told Drummond that he had passed a whole night
in watching his greats arm-chair, around which he saw Tartars,
Turks, and Roman Catholics, rise up and fight; but he added
that he knew these images to be the result of a heated imagina-
tion. The vision he had in the house of Sir Robert Cotton, in
which he appeared to see his son die of the plague in London,
had probably the same origin.*

The nature of hallucinations not being always recognized,

* Paterson, op. cit.
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most sceptical have had, at one time or another, some extraordi-
nary impression, presentiment, or vision.

Thus it is that hallucinations are frequently accepted as reali-
ties, howsoever strange they may appear to those who experience
them ; but the judgment is not influenced. Men have witnessed
some singular fact of which they give a more or less plausible
explanation, but which, in secret, by a certain action of the mind,
and a particular tendency to superstition, or rather to the super-
natural, they are induced to regard as the presage of some
weighty event, some exalted destiny, an inspiration from heaven,
a warning of Providence. Many great men have believd in the
existence of a star, a protecting genius; thus, marvellous appa-
ritions have not always found them ineredulous. The distinctive
character of this kind of hallucination is, that, despite of it, the
general character receives no stain, and’a high reputation for
wisdom, and virtue, and ability may be attained. We believe it
not unfrequently happens that it is a lively stimulant to the exe-
cution of conceived projects.

Instances of this kind may be cited, for the genuineness of
which the station of the individual, and the veracity of the
witnesses, offer a sufficient guarantee.

Case XVI. In 1806, General Rapp, on his return from the
siege of Dantzic, desiring to speak with the Emperor, entered
the cabinet unannounced. He found him in so deep a reverie
that his entrance was unperceived. The general, finding him
remain immovable, intentionally made a noise. Napoleon then
recovered, and, seizing Rapp by the arm, said to him, pointing to
the ceiling, “Look up there!” The general made no reply;
but the question being repeated, he answered that he saw nothing.
“ What,” said the Emperor, “ you do not see it? It is my star;
it is before you, beaming;” and growing more animated, he con-
tinued, “it has never deserted me ; I seeit on every great occur-
rence; it urges me onward, and is an unfailing omen of success.”
M. Passy, who had this anecdote from Rapp himself, related it
to M. Amédée Thierry, at the same time that he delivered his
interesting communication relative to his investigation of the
vision of Constantine (Aeadémie des Sciences Morales et Poli-
tique, Saturday, April 4, 1846). T also heard it from him.

Case XVIL About forty years ago, the following circum
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tion. The recital aroused great interest among the auditors, and
gave rise to a variety of explanations. The master of the huua{e
interrupted the divers comments, by observing that doubtless his
lordship’s relation had appeared very extraordinary to those who
had only recently inhabited the castle, and were unacquainted
with the family legends. Then turning towards Lord London-
derry : * You have seen the radiant child,” said he; “be satis-
fied; it is the presage of high honors; but I would rather that
nothing had been said of the apparition.”

On another occasion, Lord Castlereagh saw the radiant child
in the House of Commons. It is very probable that on the day
of his suicide he had a similar apparition.* It is known that
this lord, one of the chief members of the Harrowby Ministry,
and the most inveterate persecutor of Napoleon in his misfor-
tunes, severed his carotid artery on the 22d of August, 1823,
and died instantly.

Case XVIIL. The following curious details may be found in
the Bisgraphy of Charles John Bernadotte, published in a Pau
journal, the town where the late King of Sweden was born.

¢, . .There exist singular mysteries in certain destinies. The
surprising fortune of Bernadotte had, it is said, been predicted
by a famous sorceress, who had also foretold that of Bonaparte,
- and who so0 entirely possessed the superstitious confidence of the
Empress Josephine. Destiny seemed never to tirg in protecting
Bernadotte; he continued to rise without ever experiencing the
almost inevitable reverses that attend those ambitious spirits who
overleap the abyss that divides modest obscurity from the most
brilliant greatness.

“Like all men, who feel a power in themselves that impels
them on to fortune, or enables them to seize favorable circum-
stances, Bernadotte believed in a special destiny, in a sort of
tutelar divinity, who selected from the erowd certain individuals
and became their protector. Probably, the marvellous old tra-
ditions, that surrounded his cradle, were the groundwork of the
semi-pagan superstition that he never mistrusted. In an ancient
family chronicle, it was related that a fairy, who was the wife of
one of his ancestors, had predicted that a king should make her
posterity illustrious. Formerly, in our country-places, every

* Forbes Winslow, Anatomy of Suicide, 1 vol. 8vo. p. 242, London, 1840.
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HALLUCINATIONSE OF INSANITY IN ITS SIMPLE STATE, &1

that speaks to me, addresses to me menaces and insults;" and all
the day he was leaning down to listen.

Should buzzing in the ears be ranked amongst hallucinations,
as some medical men think? We think that this symptom, and
others analogous to it, belong to illusions; for in the greater
number of cases there exists an arterial beating or some other
organic modification that the insane person transforms into real
sensations.

Hallucinations of hearing are oftentimes isolated; but they
may be combined with those of sight or of the other senses.

Hallueinations of Sight.—In all times, these hallucinations
have played an important part in the history of mankind, and
to them has been more particularly attached the name of visions,
whence the appellation of wvisionaries to those who are thus
affected. Every nation, and every celebrated man, has felt their
influence. Inthe Middle Ages, the belief in visions was general.
Spirits haunted castles and cemeteries; there was no one but
had seen an apparition.

At the present time, the north of Europe, and some of our
provinces, manifest a belief in visions. Authors fill their pages
with wonderful histories, which the ignorant skepticism of the
eighteenth century had banished as old women’s fables; the
more enlightened science of these days explains them naturally,
giving them a destiny similar to the recitals of Herodotus and
Marco Polo, which were at first well received, then for a long
period rejected as fabulous, and now again receive their just
appreciation, _

Hallucinations of sight, by their number and their frequency,
hold the second rank among the singular aberrations of the
human mind.

Case XXXI. M. N., forty years of age, was suffering much
domestic affliction. Like many others, he sought to drown his
8orrows in wine. Several months before his disease, he became
restless and strange. On the 30th of April, 184—, without more
excess than common, he was taken with a febrile delirium, for
which he was bled. Thirty leeches were placed behind his ears;
which bled for twenty-four hours. By means of this and other
suitable remedies, he enjoyed a brief respite ; but the symptoms
of excitement recurred; he uttered menaces and cries of terror,
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opened, to let out the number of persons who filled it, and whose
dress and manner she perfectly distinguished.

Case XXXIV. An insane patient saw, on the right hand,
against the wall of his cell, charming women, to whom he
addressed by turns insults and compliments. This man was
blind. After his death, M. Calmeil found atrophy of the two
optic nerves to exist.

An aged spinster, whose visions greatly excited her, struggled
against a swarm of flying spectres, which she likened to human
figures, who formed a thick cloud around her. At night, in
order not to see these cruel shadows, she constantly covered
herself with a mattress.*

We read in the history of the Inquisition, by Llorente, that
the possessed perceived devils in their bodies, who eqncealed
themselves under different forms. We have frequently heard
insane persons profess to see what was passing in their brain,
their stomach, their intestines, and in their most delicate tissues;
but if questions were pressed on them they gave only the
gtrangest and most confused explanations, unless those parts
of the body were known to them. Does not this trait bear re-
semblance to magnetism, which, in a great many cases, gives
only reminiscences or revelations more or less vague?

Hallucinations of hearing and sight are often united ; we give
an example taken from a collection of cases, whose authenticity
was guaranteed to us by one of the physicians of Bethlem.

Case XXXV. Some years ago, there was in Bedlam (Beth-
lem) a madman of the name of Blake, nicknamed The Seer ; he
believed profoundly in the reality of his wvisions; he conversed
with Michael Angelo, chatted with Moses, dined with Semiramis;
there was nothing of charlatanism in his manner; he was con-
vinced. The past opened to him its dark portals; the land of
ghadows lived for him. Whatever was grand, surprising, and
celebrated came before Blake.

This man had appointed himself painter to the spectres; his
paper and crayons were always before him to depict the faces
and attitudes of his heroes, whom he did not evoke, but who

* Calmeil, art. Hallucination, p. 526: Dictionnaire de Médecine, 2d
edition, vol. xiv,
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mirror, sees me thus at all hours in the day, and reads my most
secret thonghts ; I have the terrible consciousness that no act of
my life escapes his knowledge, and that there is no spot in which
I can be hidden from him.” To my observation that the darkness
of night ought to protect him against his machinations, he replied,
¢ I know what you would say; but you are wrong. I have only
spoken to you of the mirror; but in a corner of the building
the magician showed me a great clock, and I distinctly heard
the sounds that came from it, and those that entered; it was a
confused medley of laughter, cries of anger, of despair, and, as
I listened in great terror, he said, ““It is my organ of hearing.”
This great clock has communication with all the clocks that are
in the hieroglyphic circle. By this means I hear the words of
all those under my supervision.’

“As I gazed on the patient with surprise, he continued:
‘I have not told you all ; this necromancer practises his sorceries
by means of hieroglyphics on the walls and houses, and he spreads
his rod of fire over those whom he has inclosed in his circle of
hieroglyphics, and who are the objects of his constant hatred.”
I begged him to explain to me these hieroglyphics, and how he
saw them. *‘They are,” he answered, ‘signs and symbols that
you, in your ignorance of their real meaning, have read thus:
Day and Martin, and Warren's Blacking [probably handbills].
You are in error. These signs are the cabalistic characters that
be traces to intimate the limits of his empire, and to prevent the
escape of his captives. What fatigues I have undergone to
withdraw myself from his terrible influence ! I once walked three
days and three nights, until I fell, exhausted and breathless,
against a wall, and slept. On waking, I saw the fatal letters,
and felt that I was completely in his power.’ "'*

No case of hallucination ean be more coherent and calculated
to bring conviction to the minds of those uninitiated in this singu-
lar phenomenon, than the one just stated by Prichard. Doubt-
less, in the Middle Ages, this patient would have been supposed
to be possessed, and have been subjected to the ceremonies of ex-
orcism. I am persuaded that, in our days, such a history would
find many believers. Authentic facts are related by persons of

* A Treatise on Insanity, and other Disorders affecting the Mind, by
James Cowles Prichard, p. 455, London, 1835,
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were every moment darting magnetic fluid into his breast, his
back, and arms, and that he sensibly felt the contact of that
agent. He had no neuralgic affection.

(Casg XXXVIII. Mathews, whose curious case Haslam has
deseribed in a pamphlet, believed himself the victim of a troop
of wretches, living in an obscure place near London. These
persecutors, by their talents in pneumatic chemistry, had the
power to inflict on him several kinds of torture. At one time,
they held tight the fibres of his tongue ; at another, they spread
a veil over his brain, and thus intercepted the communication
between his heart and mind. By the aid of a magnetie fluid, they
bound him nearly to suffocation, introduced gas into his skull,
stretched his brain, distended his nerves, and threw all his
thoughts into disorder. In order to discover by what means
these invisible tormentors made him thus suffer, he invented a
strange machine, the design of which he exhibited. The assas-
sins, as he called them, had similar machines in a number of
different places, which they used for the purpose of tormenting
persons, or making them act as they chose.*

M. Calmeil reports the case of a veteran who felt himself
every night nailed in a coffin, and carried in men’s arms, by a
subterranean road, from Charenton to Vincennes, where a
funeral service was chanted in the chapel of the chateau. The
same invisible persons brought him back, and placed him on his
bed. \
We attended an Englishman who thought he was carried off at
night, to distant countries—to the East, to Cairo, to London; he
complained of the ill treatment he received from the agents who
were charged with the mission. He declared that they bound
his arms and his neck, and covered him with bruises. The idea
made him very unhappy. Madame D. frequently pointed out
imaginary marks of blows, which were given her during the
night by individuals who wished to do her violence. In by-
gone days, the devil would have been accused of the erime; in
this case, we see only an exaggerated physical fact, which many
can appreciate. Sorcerers rode to their place of rendezvous on
a broom-handle, on a he-goat, or a hairy man; they were con-

* Illustrations of Madness, exhibiting a Singular Case of Insanity, by
John Haslam, London, 1843,
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HALLUCINATIONS AS CONNECTED WITH ILLUSIONS. 115

time she seized her sister by the throat, and tried to strangle her,
and throw her out of the window, taking her for a corpse. The
second time, about midnight, she knocked gently at the chamber-
door of her husband, telling him that she was takenill. Scarcely
had he opened the door than she dealt him five blows on the head
with an iron bar. Staggering and covered with blood, he made
a tremendous effort, pushed her out, closed the door, and fainted;
she believed him to be a devil.  This lady has since acknowledged
her mistake; but she also persists in saying that she took him
for a devil. ¥ .

There are some crazy people who pick up sand and little peb-
bles, convinced that they are precious stones; they fill their pock-
ets with them. M. V. passes the whole day in examining these
pretended jewels through a magnifying glass, in order to select
the finest. Ie goes to his room, bending under the weight of
his riches. By illusions of the touch, persons think they are
struck. Madame D. is subject to an eruption, which she thinks
are marks put on her during the night by evil people. It
is certain that rheumatie, neuralgie, and visceral pains become,
to many deranged persons, the source of illusions of the touch.

Those of smell are very common. Madame L. scents the most
disgusting objects, pretending that they exhale a delicious per-
fume.

M. D. asserts that her physicians cause the most infectious
odors to arise from her food and drinks, by which means they
desire to kill her.

The major part of these illusions are linked with the preoccu-
pations, ideas, habits, and passions of the patients. One young
lady tells me that she eannot remain any longer, because every
one around her is disguised ; that it is a perpetual carnival. This
illusion, like many others, remained long inexplicable, until I at
length discovered that the event which caused her madness took
place at a masked ball.

Illusions of taste are constantly occurring. We will cite the
case of the patient who, maintaining for years an obstinate silence,
passed his days in licking the walls of his room, for which no
one could account, when he one day said: “ You do not know
what I taste? These are delicious oranges.”” Nothing is more
common, especially among melancholy monomaniacs, than to hear
them complain of the poisonous flavor of their food. This idea
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maltreat me.” At this time, her breath was fetid and gastrie, and
she refused all nourishment, asserting either that her food was
poisoned, or that it had so detestable a flavor that she could not
touch it.

This lady complained that she was beaten in the night, and
that the attendants bruised her by their tortures. I was witness
to the fact that it was only necessary to touch her to make her
say she was hurt.

On two different occasions she attempted suicide. The last
had, for the moment, a favorable result. She was much bruised
by her fall, and during several days spoke rationally on her
hallucinations and illusions.

We have seen, in Bodin’s case (Casg XXVIL), that hallucina-
tions take place sometimes on the right, sometimes on the left
side. This phenomenon, to which M. Michea has given the title
of double hallucinations,* may equally be manifested in illusions,

Bartholin speaks of an hysterical female who saw everything
in nature shortened to half its size, and who saw only with the
left eye.t

Tllusions may be of long continunance. Guislain relates the
case of a poor woman who lost her reason on aceount of her son
Joining the army. An idiot being one day brought into the asy-
lum where she was, she took him for this much regretted son,
and for years lavished upon him the most tender caresses.

Recaprruratioy.—Illusions, like hallucinations, may exist in
a healthy state. They have formed one of the most powerful
arguments against the veracity of the senses. This philosophical
error has arisen from more heing required of the senses than it
is their mission to bestow. Illusions cannot be confounded with
hallueinations, inasmuch as the former have a material object
for their fonndation, whilst the second are purely cerebral
images.

Neither their frequent complexity, nor their transformation
into each other, nor their common origin, nor the difficulty of
distinguishing them, can destroy this division. INusions, as well
a8 hallucinations, have their seat in the brain. TIllusions in sane
persons are corrected by observation, experience, and judgment,
and have besides no influence on their general conduct. Igno-

* Hallucinations dédoublées, t De luce animal, p. 41,
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individuals who had put objects of value into his pillow and his
mattress, in order to dishonor him, and make him pass for a thief.
This idea never left him a moment’s peace. He passed his days
in sighing, and complaining that he was about to suffer the most
cruel torments. It was in vain to say to him: “For ten days
you have repeated the same thing, and yet nothing has happened
to you." It was in vain to surround him with cares and kind-
nesses; he was insensible to everything. I know of no sight
more painful than that of melancholy which has reached this
stage, and, haying several times witnessed it, I can comprehend
the contagiousness of example and suicide.

In order to lessen his anguish, I had his pillow unsewn, which
he imagined was filled by his malicious enemies with diamonds,
although he could never tell us why they desired his ruin. After
looking most attentively at its contents, he was tranquil for the
rest of the day; but on the next day his notions returned, and,
although we proposed to repeat the experiment, he told me, with
a despairing tone, that the unseen persons took care to remove
the diamonds. This poor creature was worse at night than dur-
ing the day. He would then see a man who took his clothes, to
fill them with precious stones. At other times, his persecutors,
assembling in greater numbers, would put him in the bath, mal-
treat and beat him. In the morning, he declared his body broken
down by the evil done to him. At other times, he was trans-
ported to different parts of France, to Afriea, or to America.
His descriptions of these places were confused; often he was
satisfied with merely naming them.

His plate, the wall, his curtains appeared filled with people
and ships, come to carry him off. When his food was brought,
he would never take his own plate, but that of another, as he
had conceived the idea that we wished to poison him. The
drinks we provided were a terrible punishment, in consequence
of the poisonous effluvia he found in them; and he never emptied
his glass, supposing that some of the poison would remain at the
bottom. One of his great fears was to be left in a room where
there was any silver plate, so much did he dread being accused
of stealing it.

This very man, whose false perceptions nothing could conquer,
joined in conversation with remarkable appositeness whenever
his attention could be unexpectedly fixed.
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was always lively and impressible. Edueated a+midat the most
superstitious practices, and very ignorant, according to the usage
of her country, she was subject, during six years, to an inter-
mittent melancholy, which, after several attacks, presented a
novel form. This lady, who for some time had given up all re-
ligious exercises, became filled with scruples, and thought herself
damned. Haunted by this idea, for several days she refused all
nourishment, and when brought to my establishment, had several
crises of fury. In our first interview, she pronounced the follow-
ing words with great volubility: “I am in hell, damned—hile
you are in Paradise.” Then, becoming tranquil, she commenced
weeping, complained of seeing devils, and of being surrounded
with flames. “I am damned; my children are damned; save
me!” Saying these words, she howled like a wild beast, beat
her head against the walls, broke window-panes, and tore her
clothes ; asking incessantly for drink, as if devoured by an in-
ternal fire.

For three days she was calm, then the same ideas returned ;
with dishevelled hair, haggard eyes, and prolonged howlings,
she bore a striking resemblance to one possessed. An abundant
mucus escaped from her mouth, which she sometimes spat at the
assistants ; the terror and despair imprinted on her countenance
indicated but too clearly the effect of these frightful visions.
When her strait waistcoat was removed, she bruised her bosom
with blows ; and several times attempted to dash out her brains
against the wall.

In the last month of her disease, her cries became so incessant
that we were obliged to place her in a lonely apartment. There
—sguatted down, her body blue with the blows she continued to
give herself; her eyes fixed, sunk, and bloodshot; her skin cada-
verous, yellowish, and wrinkled; with a menacing air, a voice
hoarse with crying that she was lost, damned, and that the devil
possessed her, and tortured her, and prevented her from closing
her eyes by his constant apparition—she presented a spectacle
of the most frightful despair. At intervals, she would supplicate
the keepers to save, and snatch her from her fate.

This horrible ‘phantasmagoria would naturally affect all the
functions. She soon refused all nourishment, and for three or
four days together would not take any. During the last period
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In our days, cohabitation with the devil is much rarver than
it formerly was; amongst the many hundred insane who have
come under our notice, we have not had one authentic case
of the kind. Hallucinations of this nature have had more
especially for their objects, angels, men whose attractions were
heightened by imagination, and often the heads of the establish-
ment. M. Macario has given several examples.

Casg LIV, Marguérite . is a tall woman, fifty-nine years of
age, thin and withered, with a laughing countenance. She has
ever been devout and pious, passing all her leisure time in the
church or churchyard, praying for the repose of sinners. She
came to Mareville on the Tth of April, 1842,

This poor woman, at the crisis of her life, became deranged.
She imbibed a hatred for her parents, believing that they sought
to poison her; but happily, she said, for the prevention of their
culpable design, three curés, as pure as the sun, came to reside
near her to keep guard over her. Whenever poisoned food was
presented to her, they warned her not to eat it. These cures
watched her by turns. Her parents, perceiving that in conse-
quence they could not succeed with the poison, sought infernal
aid, and raised the demons against her, who, she added, pursued
and tormented her night and day.

But God afflicts those only whom he loves. Four times in the
day he inspired her with his grace—in the morning, at noon, at
four in the afternoon, and on going to rest. Thus, when the
demons appeared, she raised her hand, uttering the benediction,
which drove off these malign spirits hastily; but immediately
legions took their place to torment her. She repeated the bene-
dictions, the demons fled ; and in the constant repetition of this
scene, the night was spent, so that she could not obtain any rest.
At times, they were not infernal spirits who came to torment her;
hideous eorpses appeared in her chamber, spoke to her in mourn-
ful and sepulchral voices, and stretched out their arms to strike
her; but Marguérite would make a noise, and then they disap-
peared in smoke. They would soon, however, come back; she
would recommence her noise, and so0 on until dawn.

During the day she was more calm and tranquil. During the
night she prayed for the appearance of the sun’s rays. She then
became drowsy, and in her sleep, God and the Blessed Virgin
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group themselves around, and listen with evident pleasure.
Never was the part of Nina played with more truth and talent.
It is the only time for twenty years in which I have seen a case
of amorons madness that would serve as a theatrical model. The
symptoms which almost always accompany this form of insanity
render exact imitation almost impossible.

In order to exhibit his tenderness, her lover brings her hou-
quets, and makes her inhale the most delicious perfumes. ¢See
these roses!"” she cries; “the room is filled with their fragrance.”
Her discourse and looks have nothing wandering; they are all
addressed to the same person. Indeed, she is quite an object
for study. So entirely are her thoughts concentrated, that it is
difficult to obtain any words from her. Her excitement subsid-
ing, she again hears the voice of him whom she loves. But her
reason soon returned, the hallucinations ceased, and, after eight
days of retirement, all the symptoms disappeared.

Nostalgic monomania occurs very seldom in lunatic asylums;
but numerous examples are given by writers. In their delirium,
the unhappy beings see their country, their.fireside, their pa-
rents, and their friends; with smiling lips, and joy in their coun-
tenances, they converse with invisible beings, to whom they ex-
press all the pleasure they experience in seeing them.*

We attended a paralytic madman whose words were almost
unintelligible, and who, at home, had transports of fury. So
soon as he was separated from his family, he refused all kinds of
nourishment; would not allow any one to come near him; and
uttered horrible cries. For eight days he maintained a rigorous
abstinence. Convinced that a return home would alone save him,
we wrote to his wife. As soon as he saw her, he consented to
take some broth, and that man, who had just before appeared
dying, had strength enough to walk to the carriage, supported
by only one person.

Hallucinations and illusions almost always accompany calen-

. tura, a febrile malady peculiar to mariners. In fact, the irre-

| sistible desire that leads them to leap into the sea is occasioned

¥ See Castelnau’s Considérations sur la Nostalgie, Paris, 1806.—An-
dresse, Dissert, inaug. psychiea-nostalgize, adumbratio pathologica, Berol.
B’%“?Gh“mpiﬁﬂﬁmnim de la Société Médie. d’émul. Paris, 1798.—Pelle-
grini, De Nostalgia, in Orteschi, Diario Medico, t. iv. p. 372.
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the care of M. Mitivié. On his visit, he found the patient in
the following state: She was standing, immovable; her counte-
nance was sad and heavy; her eyes wide open and fixed: “I
vainly endeavored,” says the author, “to obtain a few words
from her. It might be supposed that she either did not hear, or
did not comprehend what I said. She refused food. Her eyes
were often slowly and mechanically turned towards the door; on
placing her in bed, she recommenced the same action. She ap-
peared to pay no attention to what was passing around her.

“ Towards the close of the month, a remarkable change took
place; she spoke long, and with facility; her countenance be-
came animated, and her ideas sparkling. There was no longer
occasion to interrogate her; she took the lead in questioning.
Yesterday she was visited by the Sisters of St. Antoine’s Hos-
pital, who, she said, had been very useful in giving clearness to
her 1deas. From that time her cure was completed.

“The treatment was baths, a douche, and occupation. The
following is the account Mademoiselle R. gave me of her in-
tellectual state during her malady :—

“ She had no idea of being in a hospital; the women who
gurrounded her she imagined to be disguised soldiers (a very
eommon illusion with women, and which is only a symptom of
uterine excitability). When she was taken to the bath, in which
were several other patients, she attempted to drown herself to
escape the violence of the imaginary soldiers. All the faces she
saw were hideous and menacing; it seemed as if everybody was
intoxicated. She thought that Paris was given up to fire and
slanghter, and that all the nuns were strangled. Every instant
she expected a similar fate. She thought the floor concealed a
vast trap, into which she feared to fall. The noise which was
made in scrubbing the boards became to her that of a saw which
they were using to raze the house; she dreaded to see a vast
fire burst out. Of all that she heard, she could only remember
these words, ¢ We must il her, we must burn ler, ete. She
had a constant buzzing in her ears, which prevented her hearing
what was gaid. A low voice asked her the particulars of her
life, and she replied to it; she refused to eat, fearing she would
be poisoned.

“ Mademoiselle R. had short lucid intervals; but she soon
fell back into stupor ; she seemed to have a bandage over her
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him. Fire-arms were discharged all around him; balls pierced
him through without harming him, but killed other persons. In
his mind all was chaos, confusion, destruction. He no longer
distinguished day and night ; months seemed years; he accused
himself of all the evil that was done, and therefore attempted
several times to destroy himself. _

The memoir of M. Baillarger contains a number of instances
of stupor; but we fear that this physician has confounded the
state of immobility, very frequent in hypochondriacs, with real
stupor ; and that, with him, the appearance has, in some cases,
been taken for the reality. In this case, he has only fol-
lowed the example of many estimable men, who, in their works
on typhoid fever, rank with that grievous complaint certain mor-
bid states that have only a delusive appearance of analogy to it.
With this exception, M. Baillarger’s work has thrown a new light
on this form of mental disease, and shown that this malady is
principally characterized by numerous hallucinations and illu-
sions, which form an imaginary world for the patient.

Dr. Delasiauve* opposes the opinion of M. Baillarger, and
considers stupor as a peculiar state. According to him, hallu-
cinations are a consequence of stupor, the result of obtuseness of
the intellect, and not the result of melancholic preoccupation.

In the article “Stupor,” contained in the Supplément au Dic-
tionnaire des Dictionnaires de Médecine, we have observed that
the malady, like sleep, can have two different states, the one cha-
racterized by a complete suspension of the mind, and the other
by the existence of dreams.

REecAPITULATION.—Stupor, successively considered as a new
state, a variety of madness, and the highest degree of a variety
of hypochondria, is almost always accompanied by hallucinations
and illusions.

In the cases cited, hallucinations and illusions were constantly
observed ; most generally they were combined. In three cases,
one alone existed.

The most usual form was that which occurred with derange-
ment of the organs of sight and hearing.

In almost all the examples furnished, the conduct, actions, and

* Du diagnostie differentielle de la Lypemanie, published in the Annales
Médico- Paychologiques, Juillet, 1851,
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was really insane, for, in examining his accounts, there was
found a defaleation of 10,000 franes. His family, much alarmed,
hastened to indemnify the plaintifis. An examination of two
months left us no doubt on the subject ; it was a case of insanity,
with paralysis. The embeazlements took place during the growth
of the disease. C., during his employ in a banking-house, had
a tremendous fall, and struck his head; but he was able to re-
sume his occupation. On proving the accounts, a deficit of
several thousand francs was discovered ; on account of his capa-
city and probity the prosecution was discontinued; he was dis-
missed. Sometime afterwards he was placed under my care,
I observed a general paralysis, without other derangement of
the faculties than a weakness of memory; his one fixed idea was
to return to his situation, where he said he was expected. As
in the preceding case, all that occurred during the growth of the
disease had faded from his remembrance. The man is still
moving about; but his mind is irrevocably destroyed.

Thus, when a man whose conduct has always been irreproach-
able, changes his habits and commits eccentric and reprehensible
acts, he should be carefully watched, never lost sight of ; and
often, at the end of a few months, more or less, a mental derange-
ment will appear, which, in most cases, exhibits itself in insanity
accompanied by general paralysis.

The merchant who patronized Mr. P. was much surprised at
hiz conduct. But, as he was under great obligations to him,
and had taken due precaution to ward off any unfavorable re-
sult, he contented himself with watching him. The mystery
was soon explained; Mr. P. was seized with a violent attack of
mania, that lasted fifteen days. His recovery was rapid, and

~ apparently entire ; one only of his near kinsmen, who watched

kim closely, observed that his ideas were neither so clear nor
forcible as formerly, whilst his self-esteem was augmented.

Mr. P. returned to his business, without resigning his hazard-
ous speculations. More than once they must have caunsed him
bitter regret. Probably, he was himself conscious of the change
in his intellectual powers, and was much affected by the circum-
stance, for a fresh and more violent attack came on towards the
close of September, the description of which, as given by his
relative, will never be effaced from my mind.
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were all devils. e saw before him heaps of gold and precious
stones, which he lavished on all around him,

During the night, he had a fit of frenzy, which was exhibited
by howlings. With his feet and elbows, he demolished every-
thing in his room. He was completely out of his mind. <In his
lucid intervals, he said that he had fought with persons who were
throwing shovelsfull of earth on his head.

The words king, queen, and guillotine, occurred often in his
ravings, without our being able to bring them into any connec-
tion.

Five days afterwards, he struck one of the keepers with an
iron bar that he had torn from the window-frame. He afterwards
explained this act by saying that a voice had revealed to him
that he could raise the dead ; he had, therefore, intended to kill
the man, cut off his head, and then revive him. He constantly
saw lions, leopards, and chameleons, of which he gave vivid de-
criptions.

As his malady increased, he ceased using the French tongue,
which he spoke without accent, and with as much purity as his
own. All his solilogquies were in English. It is a peculiarity,
already pointed out, and which our experience has confirmed,
that the insane, during their delirium, always return to the use
of their native tongue, although it is sometimes less familiar
to them than that of the country in which they reside.

Mr. P. frequently imitated the sound of trumpets. At such
times, he thought he was hunting lions and leopards. When he
killed them, he uttered cries of joy. At other times; his walls
were tapestried with gold, and covered with precious stones.
The persons about him changed their identity, and he spoke to
them in accordance with his conception of their character. He
addressed them with clearness, relative to events with which
they were acquainted. At times, he imagined he was increas-

ing in height, and in order to avoid reaching the ceiling, he
doubled himself up to but half his size.

These hallucinations and illusions continued uninterruptedly
for two months. His appetite was good, his countenance un-
derwent no alteration, his eye was always bright and intelligent.
But he then began to show signs of failing, his limbs fell
away; and it became evident that he would sink under the seve-
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method, daily excited our surprise. Her memory was prodi-
gious; nothing had been forgotten during the long night of her
malady. For ten entire days, this miraculous resurrection was
sustained; but by degrees her brain was again filled with absurd
~ and singular ideas. She would stop -in the midst of the most
sensible econversation to tell us that she was not a Chinese, that
she had never been to Africa, and that she had not cut any
one’s throat. Her disorder recurred in all its intensity; and
from this relapse until her death, which occurred four months
afterwards, she had intermitting periods of calm and madness.
In her paroxysms, she would undress to show that her back had
been changed ; that she was an animal, or that she was Made-
moiselle B., one of the boarders, or rather to prove the con-
trary, in a manner similar to those ancient rhetoricians, who
maintained the pro and con of a given proposition. Another
peculiarity of this derangement 1is, that Mademoiselle O.
frequently wrote letters in the midst of the most incoherent
discourse, without introducing one word that could betray the
state of her mind, a circumstance which, on an inquest, would
have been adduced:as proof of the soundness of her judgment.

There i1s a variety of mania to which circumstances have
given the name of puerperal mania, or the madness of women
during childbed confinement. The strangest hallucinations of
gight and hearing throw the patient into inexpressible agitation,
and by turns they endure all the tortures of the fear of death,
and of poisoning, and all the agonies of despair.*

M. Esquirol, who has published an excellent treatise on this
subject, estimates the number of women who are attacked with
this mania to be seven per cent. of all cases of derangement—
an estimate which appears to us to require reconsideration. He
has not directed attention to the phenomenon of hallucinations
and illusions, which Mr. Morel, on the contrary, considers fre-
quent. He, however, relates four cases in which there was a
combination of these two symptoms,

In an article published by us on the Insanity of Women
in Childbed,t we have noticed hallucinations, and have shown
those of hearing to be very common. The women hear voices

¥ Morel, Mémoire sur la Manie des Femmes en couches, Paris, 1842,
t Bibliothéque des Médecing Praticiens, t. ix. p. 472,







3. most nsnally mit1ve mania, are sometimes

L : i rombined with halluemnations
5 i 1121008 0 mManlacs 0Cccasion & 1 1=

- s [ 3. 4I ea [0 achions [ a1 ] 15
i} ani e rsatilitv o i 1leas T 0=
attengve zervation leaves no doubt or
[ege mc ] StAtes are developed amone 1e oreate













E—— —

HALLUCINATIONS IN DEMENTIA. 155

beating and desivous of killing him, she became agitated, ran
from right to left, called him, and uttered cries. At night, she
saw people with whom she quarrelled, and who gave her blows;
in order to defend herself, and prevent their coming in contact
with her, she never undressed. This lady declared that bad
smells were spread around her, and that her food was poisoned;
she then refused nourishment, ate dry bread, and drank only
water. -

Very often, on questioning her, she would either not reply at
all, or talk incoherently, without any regard to the questions
asked. :

The monomaniac form of hallucination may continue to a very
advanced stage of the disease. Madame M., aged eighty-one,
has lost her memory; she no longer recognizes her children;
her past and present life is a blank. During the four years that
she has passed in the establishment, one hallucination has been
her torment. Her husband, who died six years previously, is
ever present with her; but he is not above one foot in height;
he appears to her as a soul. He wanders on the walls, on the
roof, in the street; he calls to her, and complains of cold, he-
cause he is naked and hungry. She replies with sighs, shrieks,
and howlings ; desires to have brandy, soup, and clothes brought.
Almost incapable of walking, she endeavors to get to the court-
yard, where he tells her to come. Sometimes he shows himself
as a head towhich wings are attached. We have already spoken
of this lady in another chapter.

Dementia often exhibits itself in a maniaeal form; and it is

- sometimes very difficult to discover the shades of difference

which separate the two states. A person may appear maniacal
who has already advanced one step into dementia; another ap-
pears demented, who, as yet, is only maniacal. As the malady
progresses, the diagnosis does not long remain doubtful; but the
statu quo condition may last a considerable time, and the diffi-
culty is then very great.

Case LXIIL. M. B., a well-known artist, and one who has
acquired a well-merited celebrity, has for fifteen years been sub-
Ject to a maniacal delirium which has passed into dementia.
Frequently set at liberty, his excitement becomes decided and
even dangerous, whenever any great public event occurs. The
intellectual disorder is then manifested by hallucinations of smell
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she sees anything blameworthy, she gets into a violent passion,
and abuses and threatens; her countenance expresses the ex-
citement which transports her.

During the ten years that she has been under my charge, her
maniacal acts are always the same; and she often explains them
plausibly. In the middle of the night, and even in the day,
her voice rings through the house; in a dogmatic tone she
addresses discourses to beings with whom she is in the country,
and speaks with them on the sciences. They are professors and
learned men who reply to her.

One of her principal hallucinations is the belief that persons
get into her chamber through the walls, the windows, and the
doors, and talk and act obscenely. She insists that jugglers
make use of physics and chemistry to torture her. She often
entreats me to save her from the emmenagogues that the jug-
glers make her take. This lady has also illusions of the sight ;
figures and objects are transformed, or assume an unnatural
aspect or color. The insanity has increased, but hallucinations
and illusions still exist (October, 1851).

Dubuisson reports, in his work, the case of a demented person
who, during sixteen years, at the vernal and autumnal equinox,
and during the summer and winter solstice, shrieked night and
day, tore his bedclothes, his sheets, and his mattress, because
he imagined he was covered with serpents and vipers. These
paroxysms lasted from fifteen to twenty days.*

In eomplete or entire dementia, when the memory is almost
gone, when there remain no passions, no desires, and the patients
obey their keepers like children, hallucinations are still pro-
duced.

Case LXV.—M. C., sixty-three years of age, had always a
weak intellect, but was often obstinate. His children were
obliged to leave him. Having reached the last stage of demen-
tia, no longer recognizing any one, he was brought to my esta-
blishment, because every night, at bedtime, he was seized with
an extreme terror at the sight of murderers coming to kill him.
During the existence of this idea, he called out incessantly to
the assassin, to the police, for help, and fought as though to

* Des Vesanies, ou Maladies Mentales, p. 188, Paris, 1816,
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and began to utter shrieks and howlings that no effort could
check.

(Case LXVIIL—M. B., paralytic and insane for four years,
had apparently lost the power of speech. From time to time,
he would utter hoarse cries and inarticulate sounds; then would
keep silent for fifteen days or a month. At certain periods, he
would recover his speech and pronounce several sentences,
which proved him to be under the influence of some frightful
hallucination. In fact, he saw a shark at his side ready to
devour him. His efforts to scare and drive away the monster
were terrible. He uttered yells, which resounded afar off, and
beat against the partition of his chamber. His features were
distorted ; his eyes started from their sockets ; he was bathed in
perspiration. Nothing could pacify him ; we could only remain
spectators of a strife that painfully affected all who witnessed it.

This hallueination was followed by very serious results. One
day, believing that his sister, who was tenderly ministering to
his wants, was the shark, he rushed upon her with a razor.
- Happily, she escaped the weapon, but a cousin who was present
at this distressing scene, was so affected by it that she expired
in five days.

Lately, another paralytic subject, who could scarcely make
himself intelligible, commenced shrieking aloud, calling for help
against a murderer. IHe then broke all the panes of glass in
the window, probably to escape by the lightest passage, which
he took for the door. We came in all haste. He told us that
assassing had come in, had moved his bed, and wanted to kill
him. Nothing could soothe him. After this hallucination, he
refused food and quickly sank. Ie died in a few days.

RecapirvrATIoN.—Dementia, with general paralysis, may be
combined with hallucinations.

Presenting, as simple dementia does, some of the symptoms of
monomania and mania, the existence of hallucinations is easily
explained.

It is more difficult to comprehend how hallucinations can be
produced when all the faculties are destroyed.

It is probable that, in this state, some portion of the brain
remains uninjured ; so that when an influence, unknown to us,

is felt, the hallucination may oceur for a few moments.
11
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Amongst the numerous facts of this kind that are every year
exhibited in my establishment, and which belong almost exclu-
sively to the class of wine-venders, I will relate the following:—

Case LXIX.—M., twenty-seven years of age, short and
stout, of a lymphatic temperament, had contracted, under the
influence of his trade, the habit of drinking a considerable
quantity of brandy. Three days before he was received into
my house, his parents perceived that he stammered and trembled
all over. On the day of his entrance he was under great excite-
ment ; the walls, he thought, were hung with skeletons, phan-
toms, and devils, who climbed up and then disappeared. Af
times, this phenomenon occurred on a space no larger than a
sheet of paper. The objects before him were transformed in
the strangest manner. Thus he brought to his doctor a cup and
a hat, which he said. had taken the forms of extraordinary per-
gonages. In his frenzy, he saw his wife committing the most
furious outrages. This illusion exasperated him ; he uttered
deadly threats, which deeided his medical attendant to transfer
him to my establishment. When I interrogated him, he related,
in a trembling voice, all the visions that distressed him; he said
that his wife denied it, but that it was mere dissimulation on her

- part. IHe pointed them out to me with his finger, saying: ¢“ Do
. you not see them ?”” At night, he was constantly stooping
« down to seize every object, no matter of what kind, that came
1 out from the floor. Now he uttered exclamations of terror at
i the aspect of frightful figures ; now he made signs to other
' visions to approach, that he might talk with them. I have no-
I ticed elsewhere the frequency of this symptom, which is chiefly
teharacterized by figures of animals, reptiles, and insects.* Two
Ibaths, of eight hours each, with cold water irrigation, cured
ithis man, on whom twenty-five drops of opium had not taken
1 effect. !

Case LXX. “I was called,” says Dr. Alderson, ‘ sometime
isince, to M., who, at that time, kept a wine store. As I
‘was in the habit of attending him, and knew him very well, I
\was struck, on my entrance, at the strange expression of his

* Brierre de Boismont, De Phydropisie chez les aliénés buveurs, et de
“#a guérison par I'usage modéré du vin et de Veau de vie (Gazeite des
| Hopitauz, 8 Aoft, 1544),
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the door. ¢What are you doing?’ cried I. He appeared
ashamed and confused. .

¢« The details we are about to give will afford a clue to the origin
of the disease. Before his attack, he had had a quarrel with a
drunken soldier, who wanted to enter the store at an unseason-
able hour. In the struggle, the soldier drew his bayonet, and
struck him a blow on the temple, which divided the temporal
artery. He lost much blood before the surgeon arrived. He had
hardly recovered from this wound, when he engaged to accom-
pany a friend, who had undertaken, for a wager, to walk a cer-
tain distance in a given time ; he walked forty-two miles in nine
hours. Delighted at the success of his friend, he passed the
whole of the following day in drinking; but for some time after
felt so unwell, that he resolved not to repeat it. During the
week that followed this abstinence, his disease commenced. It
increased continually for several days, and did not allow him an
instant of repose.

“He could not rid himself of these visions day or night,
although he frequently toock long walks for the purpose, and
went into society. He complained to me of being bruised by
blows given to him by a carter, who came every night to his bed- -
side, but who disappeared as soon as he attempted to return them.
He was cured by leeches and active purgatives. The phantoms
first ceased to appear by day; once the carter showed himself
in the interval between sleeping and waking. Since then, he
shas had no more visions, and knows what reliance to place upon
ghosts.”*

Hallucinations are infinitely various. In faet, they are, as
we have already remarked, a reflex of the characters and habits
of the persons attacked. Sometimes, however, they are the
result of an association of ideas arising from some fortuitous
circumstance.

Hallucinations occasioned by wine may have very disastrous
results. M. R. had great domestic afflictions, from which he
eould find no relief but in constant drunkenness. This con-
tinued indulgence was shortly followed by derangement of intel-
lect. He one day saw the figure of an extraordinary being, that
beckoned to him to follow ; he rose precipitately, followed it,

* Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, vol. vi. p. 288,
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this singular state. They are, however, almost always more or
less entirely suspended; or, as M. Bourdin expresses it, veiled.*
In my article on Catalepsy,} I have likewise stated that, during
the paroxysm, the senses are almost entirely suspended, and the
mental faculties numbed. Nevertheless, we perceive, by the
observations of some patients and the perusal of cases published
by some authors, that there are cataleptics who have dreams or
visions, which bear relation to the objects which have so power-
fully affected them. In a case recorded in the Memoirs of the
Académie Royale des Seiences, catalepsy was caused by suspense
consequent on an important lawsuit, and, during the fit, the pa-
tient gave an exact account of the business. Dr. Hamilton, in
his fragmentary memoirs,{ has given the history of a young
person who heard all that was said around her.

Experience proves that this malady may precede or succeed
a fit of hysteria, of monomania, or somnambulism, and unite so
completely with these affections, as to make it almost impossible,
in some cases, to distinguish the primary affection from the
accessory phenomena. Thus, although we admit that halluei-
nations are very rare in catalepsy, since the exercise of thought
is destroyed, suspended, or singularly diminished, we yet think
that they exist in some cases.

2. Of Epilepsy in connection with Hallueinations.—The fre-
quent union of epilepsy and insanity leads to the belief that
some epileptics are subject to hallucination. Arétée was the
first who noticed this fact.§ In the examinations made at
Salpétriére, Esquirol found that, out of three hundred epileptic
patients, more than one-half were insane. The greater number,
indeed, had dementia; but some were maniacs and monomaniacs.
Now, we know that dementia is far from being an obstacle to
the production of hallucinations. The same facts have been
reported at Bicétre and Charenton. “

Many of these patients, before the suspension of all sensibility,
have had the most varied hallucinations; they think they see
luminous bodies, which they fear will consume them. They see
black figures that expand, become enormous, and threaten to

* Boordin, Traité de Catalepsie, Paris, 1843,
t Encyclopédie Catholique. 1 Révue Britannique,
¢ De Caus, et Sign. de Morb. Diut., lib. i, c. 5.
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gated, said he very well recollected having killed three men,
and especially a relative, whose loss he deeply regretted ; also,
that, during his epileptic seizures, he saw flames all around him,
and that the color of blood gave him pleasure.” *

Several of our insane patients have described themselves as
dazzled by a large red light, that shone like lightning, before
the fit. In the greater number of cases that we have collected,
the hallucination took place prior to their fall. M. Billodf has
given the case of a young man who, two or three days before the
attack, in a vision, saw and heard his mother and sister, with
whom he conversed.

“The paroxysms of epilepsy,” says Conolly, “are often pre-
ceded by the appearance of phantoms and spectres. As a similar
state of the brain, peculiar to this hallucination, may exist in
other cases not followed by paroxysms, we can comprehend how
a belief in supernatural visions may be the result. Amongst
my patients is a gentleman who, on the point of lesing con-
sciousness, always saw the most beautiful landscapes.

“Some years ago, I received into my establishment a coun-
tryman of athletic form, who came to be treated for epileptic
fits that attacked him every month. He told me that, in one of
the paroxysms he had before he came to my house, he was in the
country harvesting; he seized a scythe, and, driven on by a
voice, rushed through the fields, cutting right and left at every-
thing in his path, until, exhausted with fatigue, he lay down
under a wall and slept. What would have prevented him from
committing a erime?”’

M. Brachet, who has given a good descriptiomof epileptic
convulsions in children, notices, as the forerunner to the fits,
the frightful dreams which awaken the children with a start,
give an expression of terror to their countenances, and make
them utter screams of fear.

In the epileptic convulsions that occur towards the close of
pregnancy, during confinement, and after delivery, hallucina-
tions and illusions are very frequent.

* Erierre de Boismont, Observations Médico-légales sur la Monomanie
Homicide, p. 24, Paris, 1827.

t Considérations sur la Symptomatologie de I'Epilepsie, Annal, Méd.-
Paych., Nov. 1843, p. 384,
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This author mentions the case of a woman, reported by Por-
tius, who was always warned of the approach of her fit, by the
apparition of herself in the looking-glass. Sauvage asserts that,
during their paroxysms, patients have seen frightful spectres.

M. Michéa says, that hallucinations were very frequent in the
hysteric epidemic that: affected the nuns of® Saint Elizabeth at
Louviers.*

Hysteria may exist with insanity, and these cases are even
common; but we must inquire as to which of the diseases hallu-
cination belongs. Since it is developed at the commencement
of the paroxysm, or during its progress, and ceases with it, it
may surely be considered as a complication of hysteria.

Case LXXIV. Mademoiselle S., forty-six years of age, be-
lieves that she is the anthor of all the evils in the world. God
has deserted her, and abandoned her to Satan. This insanity,
which was first exhibited in melancholy, is now characterized by
songs, recitations, and soliloquies, which, with her voice raised to
a high piteh, she utters with extreme volubility.

Mademoiselle S. feels conscious of this absurdity, and her
liability to be taken for a mad woman ; but she obeys an irresisti- .
ble voice; nothing on earth could prevent her giving utterance
to her feelings. This state of excitement is succeeded by strong et
hysterics, and she struggles in long-continued and violent con-
vulsions. The seat of the spasm is in the uterus: when the hand
is placed on that region, the movements of the patient become
modified, and she tells of all that is passing in her abdomen.
During these attacks, the figures of the attendants are trans-

formed. She sees the devil, and hideous phantoms ; she strongly
believes she is possessed; utters piercing cries, supplicates to
be delivered from these apparitions, bursts into shouts of
laughter, and melts into tears; then, at the close of some hours,
returns to her natural condition.

With many insane hysteric women who have come under our
notice, the hallucinations were of an amorous nature; others,
when under the influence of religious impressions, are visited by
angels or demons, in which case the hallucinations are influenced

| by the laws which usually govern them.

* Delire, Des Sensations, p. 298, Paris, 1846.
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Two blisters on the legs, nutritious food, and the judicious oc-
cupation of his mind in the analysis of important works, wrought
a rapid change, and we soon restored him cured, to his friends,

5. Of Hallucinations in Chorea.—Hallucination is now con-
sidered very rare in chorea. Bouteille only mentions one case.*
Dr. Sée, it is said, described several examples in his work, to
which a prize was awarded by the Académie de Médecine. But
it was not thus in the epidemic chorea of the Middle Ages.
“ During their dance,” says M. Hecker, * the afflicted perceived

‘apparitions; they neither saw nor heard what was passing around
them; and their imaginations presented spirits whose names
they pronounced, or rather shouted. Several of them after-
wards insisted that they were plunged into streams of blood,
which made them jump so high. Others, in their ecstasy, per-
ceived the heavems open, with the Virgin and the Saviour

- enthroned, according to the different views which the belief of
the age impressed on their imaginations.’'t

M. Nivet has described two cases of false perception of the
sight in individuals attacked with the dry colic.; M. Tanque-
rel’s work§ contains several examples. ,

M. Valleix|| cites facts relative to buzzings, hissings, and cold
- sensations.

- 6. Rage—*The delirium regarded as one of the symptoms of
:rage,’’ says Trolliet, “and which belongs less to that disease
' than to frenzy, has oceasioned more than one mistake. When
11t is exhibited, it is in an advanced stage of the affection.”

That author, however, cites several examples of hallucinations
1amongst the patients whom he attended in the hospital at Lyons.
IOne of the two expired in giving violent blows to his bed, beliey-
iing he was fighting an enraged wolf. Another, in struggling
with a wild beast, died as he overcame him.9

* Traité de la Danse de Saint Guy, p. 145, 1816.

T Hecker, Mémoire sur la Chorée de Moyen fge, traduit de I’ Allemand
r M. Ferdinand Dubois (Annal. & Hyg. et de Médecine légale, 1834, t. xii.
. 314).—A. Brierre de Boismont, De I'influence de Ia civilisation sur le dé-
loppement de la Folie (Annal. d’ Hygiéne, id. t. xxi. p. 183).—Sandras,

lndies Nerveuses, t. i. p. 165,

% Mém. sur la colique saturnine, Gaz. Méd., No. 2, p. 32, 1837.

¢ Le Traité des Maladies de Plomb, by M, Tanguerel Desplanques,

|| Traité des Nevralgies, Paris, 1851, p- 88, 91, 532,

T Trolliet, Nouveau Traité de la Rage, p. 201, 205, and 206, Paris, 1820,
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knowing from experience that disturbed slumber would result
from the indulgence. A departure from her usual precaution
would be followed by nightmare, with its attendant horrors.
Towards midnight she would become restless ; sighs and broken
sentences, accompanied with extreme agitation, would follow,
and her body become bathed in perspiration. On being awakened
by her husband, she would utter fearful cries, fancying she
was surrounded by robbers and assassins ready to destroy her.

In infancy and adolescence, the nightmare makes its ap-
proaches in the following manner: The individual attacked by
it imagines himself on the edge of the bed or of a precipice,
and about to fall. He feels that nothing can save him from the
danger; and he looks with an eye of terror on the gulf below;
an irresistible force drives him on, and he awakes with the shock.
Sometimes the images that affect children are of so gay a nature
as to produce immoderate laughter.

At other times, the patient imagines that robbers are break-
ing into his house; he hears them coming up the stairs; he
tries to fly; an irresistible power fixes him to the spot. IHe
i3 exhausted with fruitless efforts; he feels as though he
were transformed into a block of stone, incapable of motion;
or, if he is standing, as though his feet had taken root in the
soil. The individual who is a prey to this hallucination, ex-
hibits extreme agitation ; he wishes to cry out, to call for help,
but his voice fails him; he cannot utter a sound. The immi-
nence of the danger, even the mortal blow, hastens the crisis ; he
awakes, filled with terror, bathed in perspiration, with a quick-
ened pulse, and a sensation of oppression and uneasiness, which
eeases, however, in a few seconds.

Among the numerous varieties of nightmare, we must not pass
over that which consists in believing one’s self condemned to
death. We see all the preparations for execution; we mount
the scaffold ; the head falls; and yet we are still conscious, as
if nothing had happened. A peculiarity that we have nowhere
seen mentioned is, that a person who has suffered from an attack
of nightmare may be tormented with it several days in succes-

 sion, at the same hour and under a similar form. A lady felt
~uneasy in her sleep ; soon, there appeared an enemy, who pur-
' sued her in order to kill her. She awoke with a start; on the
i next day the same vision returned, and continued to return for
tseveral days in succession. As the hour of rest approached,







HALLUCINATIONS IN NIGHTMARE AND DREANMS. 185

The paroxysm returned; but, on this occasion, he swore that it
was the work of a demon, whose face and figure he perfectly
described.

Case LXXIX. An old soldier, aged fifty-two, afflicted with
hemorrhoids, very weak-minded, and subject to fits of anger,
became so much disturbed at having no children, that he lost his
senses. After a month of treatment, during which paroxysms
of anger would frequently occur, he was sent to Paris, where
various means were employed to renew the hemorrhoidal flux.
The treatment was very successful; but one night, during the

~ summer, the patient started from a profound sleep, shouted out,

dragged his heavy bed against the casement, barricaded the
door, and called for help. Attendants arriving with a light, he
was found to be very much alarmed; his countenance pale, his
eye fixed, and his body covered with perspiration; by degrees,
he was calmed down and induced to return to bed.

On the following day, he explained the disturbances of the
night, by saying, that four men had thrown themselves on him
when he was asleep, and had attempted to kill him; that, feeling
himself almost stifled, he succeeded in throwing them off, and,
seeing them escape through the window, he had carried his bed
there, to prevent their returning by that opening. -

Here the nightmare seized an individual already suffering
under another disease ; nevertheless, it presented all its distine-
tive characteristics. The preceding combination is, however,
frequent, and Esquirol, who mentioned the case to the author,
assured him that he had frequently remarked it in insane persons
under his care.”

We may notice, amgrgst other forms of nightmare, that in
which the subject of it imagines that he sees a monstrous horse,
a deformed man, an old woman, an evil genius, and even apes,
who jump on to the breast and sit or lie there. The vision of a
eat is common with children.

Nightmare is sometimes a precursory or concomitant symptom
of epilepsy, hypochondria, mania, hysteria, and somnambulism.
Sauvages has published a case which he borrowed from Fortis.

Case LXXX. “A man lately came to me saying: ‘Sir, if
you do not help me, I am lost; I am sinking into marasmus;

* Dubosquet, Dissertation sur le Cauchemar, p. 8, 1815,
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eight hundred men were placed in a spot, which ordinarily would
not hold more than half the number. They were huddled to-
gether on the floor, on straw, without coverings, and consequently
could not undress. It was an old deserted abbey. The in-
habitants informed us that the battalion could not rest in that
place, because it was nightly haunted by ghosts, and that seve-
ral regiments had already made the unfortunate attempt. We
laughed at their credulity; but what was our surprise, at mid-
night, to hear the most alarming cries proceeding from every
part of the barrack, and to see all the soldiers rush out in
terror! I interrogated them as to the cause of their fear, and
they replied that the devil inhabited the abbey; that he had
entered through a hole in the door, under the form of a huge
dog with long black hair, who rushed upon them, flew over their
breasts with the rapidity of lightning, and disappeared by the
door opposite to that at which he had entered.

**We laughed at their fears, and endeavored to prove that
this phenomenon arose from causes quite simple and natural,
and was only the effect of imagination. Neither by persuasion
nor threats could we prevail on them to return to the barrack’;
they passed the remainder of the night dispersed on the sea-
shore, and in various parts of the town. The next day, I again
interrogated the sub-officers and the oldest soldiers. They
assured me that they were above all kinds of fear, that they
believed neither in spirits nor ghosts, yet they appeared quite
persuaded that the scene of the barrack was not an effect of
imagination, but a reality. They insisted that they were not

- asleep when the dog came in, but that they had seen him, and

were wellnigh smothered when he jumped on their breasts.
“We remained all day at Tropea, and as the town was filled
with troops, were obliged to return to the same lodging, but we
"could persuade the soldiers to lie down only by promising to
pass the night with them. Accordingly, at half-past eleven, the
commander of the battalion and myself entered; the other
officers had, out of curiosity, dispersed themselves abbut the
different rooms. We did not expect that the scene of the pre-
ceding evening would be renewed; the soldiers, encouraged by
the presence of their officers, who watched, had gone to sleep,
when, towards one in the morning, and in every room at the
same instant, the cries were renewed, and the men who had seen
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sleep. We may, therefore, conveniently classify dreams into
two divisions, according as they are physiological or pathological.

The conditions of sleep necessarily modify nocturnal halluci-
nations. In fact, in dreams, man is no longer a volitional being;
his senses cease to perform their funcfions ; identity is lost; he
confounds time and space; the strangest persons and events
cause no astonishment; his attention is almost suspended; his
imagination is unbounded, his memory surprising. All these
psychological states are found in the hallucinations of dreams,
and establish their difference from waking hallucinations.

Voltaire dreamt the first canto of his Henriade differently from
the plan which he had adopted in writing it. He was struck
with the singularity: “In my dream,” says he, *“I said what I
should hardly have said awake; I therefore thought and re-
flected involuntarily. I possessed no freedom of will, and yet I
combined ideas with shrewdness, and even with genius.”

The hallucinations of dreams are frequently exhibited in the
intermediate state between sleeping and waking., M. Al
Maury gives them the name of hypnagogique (oywyos, that
which brings on, and envos, sleep).* It is with some reason that
Purkinge and Grutheisen called them the elements of dreams.
Cerebral congestion appears favorable to their production; but
the generalization of this fact would be contrary to experience,
for thonsands of persons dream without having hypnagogical
hallucinations, headaches, or congestive symptoms.

The object which is perceived in a dream may be the faithful
representation, or almost the identical object itself which is per-
ceived in an hallucination, as the object of an hallucination may
be the exact reproduction of the object of a dream.

Abercrombie, whose work on the Intellectual Faculties has
acquired an extraordinary reputation in England, and justly
merits a translation into our language, is of opinion that dreams
and hallucinations are closely related to each other. In support
of this doctrine, he quotes the following fact: “A distinguished
physician, harassed with fatigue, and worn out with anxiety in
consequence of the illness of one of his children, slept in his
chair, where he dreamed that he saw a gigantic baboon. He
awoke much agitated, arose and went towards a table that was
in the middle of the room. He was perfectly awake, and re-

* Ann, Méd. Psych.; t. ii. p. 20.
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Casg LXXXII. “A friend of mine,” says Abercrombie,
¢“employed as cashier in one of the principal hnnking-hﬂusgs_ in
Glasgow, was at his desk, when an individual entered, requiring
the payment of six pounds sterling. Several persons were there
awaiting their turn; but he was so impatient, so noisy, and, above
all, stuttered so insupportably, that one of the clerks begged the
cashier to pay him, in order to be rid of him. The cashier
assented with an impatient gesture, and without entering the
sum on the books. At the close of the year, in eight or nine
months afterwards, the books would not balance; there was an
error of six pounds. My friend passed several days and nights
vainly endeavoring to find the deficit; overcome with fatigue, he
returned home and went to bed, where he dreamed he was at his
desk, that the stutterer came in, and presently all the details of
the affair were correctly re-enacted. He awoke, his mind fully
occupied by his dream, and with the hope that he was about to
discover what he had vainly sought. On examining the books, he
found that the sum had not been entered in the day-book, and
that it corresponded exactly with the error.”*

Case LXXXIII. M. R. de Bowland, land-owner in the Val-
ley of Gala, was prosecuted for a considerable sum of money,
being the accumulated arrears of a tithe, due, it was said, to a
noble family. M. R. was entirely convinced that his father,
according to a peculiar custom in Scottish law, had purchased
the tithes of the incumbent, and that consequently the demand
was unjust. But after minute researches in the title-deeds in
the public acts, and very long inquiry of those who had had
business transactions with his father, he failed in finding any
proof in his favor. The fatal term was on the point of ex-
piring, and he was preparing his departure for Edinburgh, in
order to arrange the matter in the most advantageous manner
possible. He went to bed in this state of mind; searcely was
he asleep when he had the following dream: His father, who
had been dead for many years, appeared, and inquired what it
was that so troubled his mind. In dreams, apparitions do not
excite any surprise. M. R. told him the cause, adding that the
payment of so considerable a sum of money was the more dis-
agreeable to him, inasmuch as he knew it was not due, although

* Abercrombie, op. ail., p. 280.
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a fear of having his house burned. To this may be added the
fact that his absence would increase the neglect of his servant,
that there was to be a féte in the neighborhood, and that his
servant would probably be intoxicated. These circumstances,
strongly acting upon an excited imagination, would of them-
selves be sufficient to impress him with the idea that he beheld
his house in flames, which a simple coincidence converted into
a sad reality.

Case LXXXIV. We read, in a work by Ferriar, an anecdote
borrowed from Ben Jonson, who had extracted it from a work
by Drummond.* This author relates that when King James
came to England, at the time of the plague, he went, accom-
panied by Old Cambden, into the country, to visit Sir Robert
Colton. There he dreamed that his ©1dest son, yet a child, who

. was in London, had a bloody cross on his forehead, as though
he had been wounded by a sword. Alarmed at this apparition,
he sought to allay his fears by prayer, and in the morning re-
lated the occurrence of the night to Sir Cambden, who assured
the monarch that it was only a dream, and begged him not
to be disturbed. The same day the king received a letter,
announcing the death of his son by the plague. When the
child appeared to his father, he had the shape and proportions
of a grown man.{

Case LXXXV. Antiquity has bequeathed to us a famous
dream, which has since found place in many works. Two friends
arrived at Megara, and lodged in different places. One of the
two was scarcely asleep, when he dreamed that his companion
announced to him, with a melancholy air, that his host had
formed a project to assassinate him, and entreated him to come
as quickly as possible to his suceor. Upon this he awoke, but,
convinced that it was only a dream, he went to sleep again. A

' second time his friend appeared, and conjured him to hurry, as

i the murderers were about to enter.

Much disturbed, he was amazed at the recurrence of his dream,
rand prepared to go to his friend ; but reason and fatigue gained
ithe mastery, and he returned to bed. His friend then appeared
!for the third time, pale, bleeding, disfigured. ““Wretch,” said he,

* Drummond’s Works, p. 224,

; t Ferriar, An Essay on Apparitions, p. 58,
1
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alone, and that it is not possible to combat or defend with rea-
sonings things that surpass human reason.”'*

The famous Bossuet, in his funeral oration on Anne of Gon-
zages, Princess Palatine, deduces his whole plan of conversion
from a mysterious dream which she had.

Tt was,” said he, “an admirable dream, such as God sends
by his ministering angels, in which the images are so distinct
and clear that they appear quite celestial. She thought that,
walking alone in a forest, she met with a blind man in a little
hut. She approached, and inquired whether he was born blind,
or had become so by accident. Ile replied that he was born
blind. ¢ You do not then know,’ said she, ¢ what is light, which
is so beautiful and agreeable; nor the sun, which has so much
brilliancy and beauty? ‘I have never,” replied he, ‘enjoyed

. the sight of that beautiful object, nor can I form any idea of it;,
but I do not the less believe it to be of marvellous splendor.’
The blind man then seemed to change both his voice and counte-
nance, and, assuming an air of authority, said: ‘My example
should teach you that wonderful things, which escape our sight,
are no less true nor desirable because we are unable to compre-
hend them.’ '

The following are the reflections of Le Maistre de Sacy on
dreams : “ The pagans, and men in general,” said he, * have
often made chimerical observations on dreams, full of supersti-
tion and vanity. It has, nevertheless, pleased God, as it ap-
pears in Holy Writ, to give very important counsel at times to

- saints, during sleep. Saint Augustine reports that Saint Monica,
- his mother, comprehended, by certain pleasing sensations, the
i revelations which it pleased God to make to her during sleep,
iand which her imagination represented to her during her dreams
1of the night.”}

Presentiments.—The study of dreams leads us to speak of pre-
sgentiments. The farther we advance in the consideration of the
mervous system, the more we are compelled to admit, as M. Max
\(Bimon) has well said, * that if statistics are true when applied
'to size and quantity, they are no longer so when relating to life

* Bernardin St. Pierre. Paul et Yirginie.
T Chefs-d'ceavre de Bossuet, Lefebvre’s edition, Paris, 1829, p. 449.
1 Le Maistre de Sacy, Obs. on the 24th verse of Leviticus, t. iii. p. T38.
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strengthened me, that the people were extremely surprised to
see me recover in so short a time.”’

From that period, during several years, Jean had visions and
revelations during the day, whilst his eyes were open, and with-
out any symptoms of the malady that had preceded the first
vision. He passed sometimes eight, ten, thirteen days, and even
three weeks, without either eating or drinking. Once, he re-
mained for nine months without elosing his eyes. On another
occasion, he heard, during a period of forty-one nights, angels
sing and play celestial music; and could not help joining with
them. The persons with him were so transported with joy, that
they sang with him during a whole night.*

The state of ecstasy being a phenomenon of extreme nervous
excitability, it is clear that it must be manifested at all periods
when the mind has been agitated by fanaticism, and by a belief
which brings in its train either ardent hopes or strong fears.
Hence it is evident that it has been more prevalent in times of
ignorance, than at those periods in which a more advanced
civilization has enabled reason to triumph over imagination.
This remark is undeniably true; and a very little erudition is
required to acknowledge the existence of ecstasy in the pytho-
nesses of antiquity, in those initiated into different mysteries,
the famous sects of the Middle Ages, the possessed, the con-
vulsed, Shakers, Illuminati, ef cetera.

But if the psychological history of man proves that, whenever
he is exposed to a permanent moral excitation, his organization
becomes susceptible of experiencing the phenomenon of ecstasy,
it is essential to establish a distinction of the highest importance
between the ecstasy that I shall call physiological and'a morbid
ecstasy. In other words, we believe that ecstasy may have no
influence on the reason, and is but a very exalted state of enthu-
siasm, whilst it may also occasion reprehensible and unreason-
able actions. Itis often very difficult to distinguish the shades of

* Arnold, op. cit,, p. 219. See the singular work of 8. Alph. Cahagnet,
.e;'lrmms de la vie futur dévoilés, 2 vols., Paris, 1849. The statement pub-
lished by M. le Docteur Carriére, in the Annales Medico-Psychologiques du
Sanctuaire du Spiritualism, by the same author, is caleulated to excite the
curiosity and arrest the attention of the readers of the works of M. Ca-
hagnet, which appear to us to have more than one point of resemblance to
the works of Swedenborg.
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her appearance than by calling to mind this figure. Alexan-
drine then repeated some prayers; but, contrary to her style of
singing, her words were rapid and confused, and I could not
understand what she said.

Several times, and successively, I raised her arms to a right
angle; they descended slowly, and, by an equal continuous
movement, more precise than if her will had guided them, her
hands recovered their position. I also endeavored to draw the
forearm close to the body, and to incline the hand inward; the
form of the statue was always resumed. Kinally, she stretched
herself on her bed, and became again immovable.

The patient appeared fatigued with the diverse trials to which
I subjected her; her forehead was covered with perspiration,
and her mother was surprised, as though it were a novel circum-
stance, at the expression of suffering her countenance exhibited.
I thus passed an hour with Alexandrine. Her mother, who ap-
peared to care little for the miracle, as she wanted the assistance
of her daughter, who was the eldest of seven children, begged
me to try and cure her. But the patient had announced, several
days previously, that her paroxysms would cease on Saturday.
(I saw her on Thursday.) I therefore refused to interfere;
promising, however, my advice, in case the attacks should con-
tinue after the time fixed for their termination.

On Sunday I returned to Voray, led on by a feeling of curi-
osity which every one can understand. The ecstasies were over.
Alexandrine was awake. She told me that they would not
return for some time, but did not indicate the period of their
return. I questioned her in relation to her journeys to heaven;:
asked her what she had seen, ete. She answered that she had
seen the good God, who was all white; that she had seen angels,
etc.; and that heaven was all gold and silver. This deseription
did little honor to her imagination. In fact, when awake, this
girl was simple, gentle, timid, narrow-minded, and consequently
free from artifice.

I promised to use all my efforts to restore her, if she were
again attacked; she received my promise as though she would
rejoice in my success, and said that I should have notice.

On Thursday, the 26th of December, the physician of Voray
wrote: “ Our young ecstatic desires me to inform you that her
paroxysms-will recommence on Monday ; a voice has just an-
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regular ; but in proportion as the action becomes more distress-
ing and powerful, the image which she assumes takes a deeper
and more distinet character. Finally, when the last hour
approaches, and her heart is lacerated by grief, death is
imaged on every feature. She is there on her knees, her hands
crossed on her breast. A mournful silence reigns around,
searcely disturbed by the breathing of the attendants. Pale as
her countenance may have appeared during this sorrowful drama,
you observe her grow still paler ; the shudder of death occurs
more frequently, and life is gradually departing.

“ Sighs, breathed with difficulty, announce that the oppression
augments. Her eyes, more and more fixed and immovable, shed
large drops of tears that fall slowly down her cheeks. Nervous
spasms occur ; involuntarily she opens her mouth; like a thunder-
cloud presaging a storm, these spasms form larger and larger
circles, until her whole countenance is distorted, and they finally
become so violent that, from time to time, they shake her whole
frame. Respiration, already so difficult, is changed into painful
and plaintive sighs; a dull redness covers her cheeks; the
swollen tongue seems to cleave to the palate; the convulsions
become quicker and stronger ; the hands, hitherto crossed, give
way, and fall rapidly ; the nails assume a blue tinge, and the
fingers are convulsively interlocked.

“Presently, the rattle is heard in the throat. The breath
eomes with more effort from the breast, which seems bound with
thongs of iron; the features are so distorted as to be scarcely
recognized ; the mouth is wide open, the nose shrunken, the
eyes are fixed, and seem ready to burst their orbits. At long
intervals, some sighs escape through the stiffening organs;
and it would seem that the last must soon be uttered. The
head then bows with every sign of death; and the whole
appearance is totally unlike herself. All remains thus for the
- space of about a minute and a half. Then the head is raised,
the hands return to the breast, the countenance recovers its
form and calm expression; she is on her knees, absorbed in
offering her thanksgiving to God. And this scene is renewed
weekly, always the same in its essential phases, but more par-
ticularized in Holy Week, and each time showing the peculiar
traits corresponding to the actual state of mind of the patient.
I convinced myself of this by a careful examination on several
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or the magnetic sleep; but no one has been able to say posi-
tively that they belonged to either of these states.

The sick persons frequently spoke of visions which they had
had in heaven and hell, of angels, etc. They also predicted the
end of the world, the last judgment, and the day of their own
death, always with the assumption that their predictions were
real and holy prophecies. It will be remembered that the greater
number of the convulsed of St. Medard also predicted that the
end of the world would occur on a day which they fixed; but,
as with the Swedes and Millenarians, their prophecies were not
accomplished.

These ecstaties, when the paroxysm was over, appeared as
though they emerged from a dream. They averred that they
had seen supernatural sights, and recited the prophecies; that
they had seen the place of punishment for the condemned, and,
also, the elect seated at the Lord’s table.

This state may be asseiated with mania, with hypochondria,
and with madness. The malady usually attacked persons from
sixteen to thirty, frequently also children from six to sixteen,
and even some aged persons. It is another point of resemblance
to the Shakers of the Cévennes; and, in the Thédtre sacré des
Cévennes (p. 30), 1s the following deposition by Guilliaume Bru-
guier: I saw at Aubersaque three or four children from the ages
of three to six, seized with the spirit. When I was with a man
named Jacques Boussige, one of his children, aged three years,
was attacked, and fell to the ground; he was much agitated, and
beat his breast violently, saying, it was for the sins of his mother
he was suffering.”” Another witness assured me that he had
seen a child of fifteen months in a similar condition.

The greater number of the persons so attacked were of the
lower class. It was a psychical contagion, brought on by imi-
tation. In one year several thousand persons had the epidemic.

A development of the intellectual faculties was not remarked
in this disease; or, if it did exist, it was an exception; the
greater number of the discourses and sermons were paltry and
void of ideas ; often consisting of pure nonsense, more frequently
of exclamations repeated unto satiety, and continual repetition
of the same trifles, uttered in a sententious tone.

We would enforce this remark, because the eestatic state is
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CAUSES OF HALLUCINATIONS. 387

Like Mr. B., he looks extremely happy; laughs, sings, gesticu-
lates, and speaks with extreme volubility. Hisideas follow each
other with rapidity; it is the derangement of gay mania. But
in the midst of this abundance, mobility, and variableness of ideas,
those which form the basis of his studies predominate. These
serious subjects are intermixed with pleasantries, bonmots, and
puns. His tongue is dry ; he spits frequently ; his inferior ex-
tremities are slightly convulsed. He remarks on this himself,
and says: ““This is a very singular delirium.” Like Mr. B.,
his hearing and sight are very acute. He has no notion of time
and space, but recognizes every one present, and replies. cor-
rectly to questions put to him. He draws out his watch, and
says, with the greatest calmmness: “It is such an hour.” A
multitude of ideas seem to fill his head, which he cannot express;
he says: * You might take an ear, or an eye, if you could give
me another tongue to make known what I feel.”

The pulse lowers ; it is softer, and beats but 90 in the minute.
The delirium continues ; water is given to him; he exclaims:
“ That will make the frogs come, who will drink up the liquor.”
Incoherent sentences follow with inconeeivable rapidity.

The character of his delirium changes. He seats himself in
a corner, closes his eyes, and talks to himself ; he looks inspired.
We surround him ; he speaks of sciences, and gives definitions ;
then, like a man trying his powers, he pronounces a few broken
words, and immediately recites some twenty very harmonious
verses. Deing under the impression that they were well-known
stanzas, we omitted to note them down; but on some one pre-
sently asking him if they were not by Vietor Hugo, he replied,
“No.” “They are, then, your own ?” He gave a sign of assent.
His countenance expressed gayety and satisfaction ; his skin be-
came very pallid; his pulse 100; his eyes closed, which he
opened on the request of his brother ; the pupil less dilated.

He left off improvising to speak of foreign countries. We had
been told that in these experiments the phenomenon of second
gight would be developed. M. D. described countries and cities,
which he had visited, with as much correctness as though they
were then before him ; he perfectly recollected the peculiarities
which he had noticed in his travels ; in like manner, he told us
that he saw the stones of the Pantheon, at Naples, raised, and
drew a very poetical picture of the scenes which had struck him.






CAUSES OF HALLUCINATIONS, » 339

to them, with the wandering of their ideas, when nothing recalled
them to actual life.

In the one case, a fact was noticed having some analogy with
the principle of the duality of mind—a fact which Dr. Wigan
wished to establish. The individual heard conversation with one
ear and music with the other. Those who tested the experi-
ments had voluptuous sensations, and exhibited a considerable
development of the sense of hearing. Delirious conceptions,
fixed ideas, a disturbance of the affections, and irresistible im-
pulses were equally remarked in them.

It is curious to perceive in this work, the eight phenomena which
M. Moreau has described in his work on Haschisch, published
five years after our researches; but we do not coincide more now
than we formerly did, in the opinion of our honorable brother
on the primordial fact of the delirium which he calls maniacal
excitement, and on the absolute identity of the physiological na-
ture of delirium with the dream state. Without confounding all
our ideas of the value of words, it is difficult to give the name
of maniacal excitement to the condition of a man who, having a
false idea or sensation, appreciates them at their just value, and
yet is unable to escape their influence, any more than it is pos-
sible to conceive a dream to be physiologically and psychologi-
cally identical with a delirium.

M. Théophile Gautier has published, in La Presse, an article
on the effects of haschisch on himself :—

“ We had long heard,” says this writer, * without giving much
faith to it, of the wonderful effects produced by this substance.
We were already acquainted with the hallucinations caused by
smoking opium, but haschisch was only known to us by name.

“ One of our companions, Dr. , Who had travelled much in
the East, and was a determined opium-eater, was the first to yield
to its influence, having taken a much larger dose than the
others; he saw the stars in his plate, and the firmament in the
soup dish; then turning his face to the wall, talked to himself, and
burst into fits of laughter with eyes flashing and in the highest
state of glee. I felt perfeetly calm until dinner was over, al-
though the pupils of the eyes of my other friend began to
sparkle strangely and acquire a most singular turquoise blue
tint. The table being cleared, I (still having my senses) ar-
ranged myself comfortably with cushions on a divan to await
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HALLUCINATIONS IN A RELIGIOUS POINT OF VIEW. 353

his work,* have upheld the same doctrine, which is likewise that
of M. Baillarger.

M. Al Maury, who has supported the opinions of M. Lélut,
by his deep researches and vast erudition, also observes that
notice must be taken of the effect which the temperament and
health of individuals has on civil society.

According to this scholar, events are almost always accom-
plished by isolated or single wills and individual acts, and con-
sequently, historical facts may often fall under the empire of
physiological laws.t

The philosophy of history is entirely at variance with this
proposition. It shows, in fact, that individuals never lead their
epoch; the proof of which is, that if the ideas which they defend
have not attained maturity, or if they precede their age, the
originators almost always perish on the scaffold, in torture, in
misery, or in obscurity; they are fortunate if they are not stigma-
tized with the ban of madness. As to those favorites of fortune and
renown, who are happy enough to live at the right time, success
attends them so long as they respond to the general need; but if,
dazzled by their triumphs, they attempt to substitute their own
wills for those of others, and turn the eurrent of ideas to their
own profit, they are almost invariably precipitated from the
exalted station in which circumstances have placed them. Man,
notwithstanding his pride, is but an instrument in the hands of
Providence, and Bossuet has well said : ““ Man moves, but it is
God who leads him.”

Amongst other objections which have been addressed to me,
it has been said: ** You have not decided whether hallucination
is or is not a disease. A phenomenon either is or is not normal.

There is in hallucination something more than a mental error,
there is a fact.”

*De la Folie, considerée sur le point de vue pathologique, philosophique,
historique, et judiciaire, 2 vols. Paris, 1845.

T Al. Maary, De I'hallucination envisagée au point de vue philosophique
et historique, ou Examen eritique de 'opinion emise par M. Brierre de
Boismont touchant les caractiéres auxquelles on doit reconnaitre 'hallucina-
tion chez certaing personages célébres de I'histoire.—dAnnal. Méd. Psych.
t. v. p- 317, 1845,

Calmeil, De la Folie considerée sur la point de vue pathologique, philo-
sophique, historique, et judiciaire, anal. par Al. Maury.—Annal. Méd. Psych.
t. vii. p. 110, 1840,
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nations, without being always cognizant of ¢heir mode of action,
that being the material limit to which we cannot attain.

The uneasiness caused by sleeplessness, doubtless contributes
to augment the state of erythismus, favorable to hallucinations ;
and this is a very common phenomenon. The dread of darkness
still more augments this disposition. In this case, it is really
an excess of sensibility ; but the conditions appear to us different
when the diseased person is going to sleep, or when he is on the
point of awaking. In the first case, there exists fatigue pro-
duced by the exertions of the day; in the second, the repose
consequent on sleep, or at least a different state from waking.
The mode of circulation and the nervous condition, cannot be the
same in these three cases. The production of hallucinations
would then have much analogy with the delirium produced by
cerebral inflammation and abstinence; with convulsions, caused
by congestion of the blood, and also by a great loss of blood;
that is to say, that the same phenomenon may be produced
under exactly opposite organic circumstances. As to hallucina-
tions which occur by day, they are also influenced by a greater
activity in the circulation of the blood, and of the nervous sys-
tem, owing to the conecentration of the mind on one fixed idea ;
but, again, these causes are secondary; something more is needed
to produce hallucinations.

In order fully to understand hallucinations in a psychelogical
point of view, let us pause a few moments to consider the nature
of the ideas which we have studied, in the chapter on causes,
and on civil, social, and individual influences. They may be
referred to two sources; those based on the senses (sensual
ideas, secondary), and those which have their origin in the mind
and in God (spiritual ideas, primary).

The part which the senses are called upon to act should be
exactly understood ; their function is to transmit to the brain
the image of external objects; to give it notice of their presence
by a particular movement; but they do not impart to it the idea.
Thus, a man who cannot read, sees written characters, his eye
distingunishes, but his mind does not comprehend them.

“ldea,” says M. 'Abbé Forrichon, “is the notion, which
passes from one individual to another, from generation to gene-
ration; whereas the image is only communicated by the object.
The idea is understood, the image is pictured. The idea rests
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Association of ideas, which Browne calls simple suggestion,
bears so pertinent a part in intellectual operations, that it is
important to consider its most striking traits. Abercrombie
divides it into three sections; philosophic or natural association,
local or accidental association, and arbitrary or fictitious associa-
tion. The first takes place when anything on which the attention
is fixed is found, by an operation of the mind, to be associated
with a foreseen fact to which it connects itself, or to a subject
on which it is destined to throw light ; the second is enly formed
by fortuitous connection; thus an accident oceurring to a certain
person, or in a certain place, is only recalled at the sight of the
person or place. This principle of association may be very
advantageously applied as a moral remedy, in many distressing
maladies.

Dr. Rush has mentioned a circumstance in his work, which,
without bearing directly on our subject, is very interesting on
more than one account.

Case CXLVI. “ When I was at school,’’ says Dr. Rush, “in
Cecil County, Maryland, I often went, on holidays, with my
companions, to visit an eagle’s nest, which was placed on the
summit of. a dead tree. The daughter of the farmer in whose
field the tree grew, and with whom I became acquainted, mar-
ried and settled forty years ago. From time to time, we met
and talked of our childhood’s play, of the country pleasures of
that period, and amongst other things, of the eagle’s nest.

% Some years since, I was called in to attend this woman,
who was in the last stage of typhoid fever. On my arrival, I
attracted her eye, and said to her, in a pleasant and cheerful
voice: ‘ The eagle’s nest.” She seized my hand, could not pro-
nounce a word, but her countenance expressed powerful emotion,
From that moment, she began to mend. She is now well, and
never fails, when we meet, to salute me with the words: ¢ The
eagle’s nest.” '*

The third and last kind of association, called arbitrary or
fictitious, is generally produced by a voluntary effort of the
mind ; the facts have no other connection than those which arise
from this effort ; for example, a piece of paper put into a snuff-

¥ Benjamin Rush, Medical Inquiries and Observations on the Disenses
of the Mind, 5th ed. Philadelphia, 1835. Vide Abercrombie, op. eit.
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affirm a man to be good, amiable, and just, these divers attri-
butes associate themselves with the human figure. Such is the
case, we believe, in the spiritual world ; we attach a certain form
to ideas which emanate from it, and their attributes become
materialized in our brain. A closer examination proves that
this process of mind is purely artificial, and that sensible signs
attached to spiritual ideas do not develop them more clearly to
our senses. Besides, independence of mind is as distinet and
as entire beneath illusory sensations, as in those which are regu-
lated and conformed to the external world. ¢ In fact,” says M.
I' Abbé Forrichon, * the diseased person who thinks he sees ser-
pents, acts exactly as we should do’under the reality. But
although he may hold incoherent discourses, these discourses
must not be confounded with his sensations, and considered as
the work of the brain which produces the latter, because the
consequences drawn therefrom argue another origin, and prove
that they are not, like his sensations, a physiological production
of the encephalon. It is probably mot the brain which alarms
itself with its own strange creations; its pathological state is
only 4 certain mode of being as indifferent to itself as any other
condition would be, in relation to matter.”*

It would be much more astonishing if the sick man, with sen-
sations so different from those which men in health around him
experience, should receive the same impressions with them ;
then, indeed, reason would be perverted and extravagant. Let
us beware of concluding that because the brain may occasion
the delirium, it 1s therefore the brain that thinks and reasons ;
as well might we say that the eye expatiates on colors, because
it makes us distingnish them with more or less of truth.

This being decided, it now remains to inquire how impressions
derived from the senses may be reproduced, without their con-
eurrence, with all the characters of reality. It is, in fact, evi-
dent that hallucinations, in psychological language, cannot be
considered as an error of the senses, since nothing strikes them
from withont. Doubtless they are formed in blindness and
in sleep, of images placed in the brain, formerly brought there
by the senses, and which appear to be outwardly manifested,

#* M. I'Abbé Forrichon, Le Materialism et la Phrenologie combattues
dans leurs fondemens, pp. 240, 243, Paris, 1840,
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In proportion as their creations are renewed and repeated in
the brain, they acquire a degree of vivacity which ends by over-
powering all external sensations; and as clearness is the prin-
cipal quality of a mental conception which makes us believe in
the reality of the object represented, it is not surprising that
men of deep thought, who concentrate their whole attention on
one point, making it a focus of light, should be more exposed
than others to similar illusions.

In like circumstances, the mind acquires a more or less power-
ful excitement in order to produce these illusions; but there are
conditions in which they are produced every instant in a much
more sensible manner; we would speak of reverie, of the inter-
mediate state between sleeping and waking, and of dreams. It
often happens, for example, in dreams, that when an object has
been strongly impressed on the mind when awake, it reappears
clearly and distinctly during sleep.

It has been asked why the causes of these illusions do not
entirely destroy the normal action of the brain. Crichton had
replied to this query before Gall wrote : ““It is because sensorial
impressions, the association of ideas, and the operations of the
mind, not all having their seat in that portion of the brain
which receives the morbid impression, must continue to exist
normally ; whence it results that the individual must think and
act as a rational man, excepting on the subjects which relate to
his illusion.” We view the subject in a different manner from
the English historian ; but, as an historie record, we do not feel
at liberty to suppress his explanation.

Prolonged meditation, a great preoccupation of mind, or a
powerful or violent emotion may induce similar results.

Observation, in fact, proves, that persons on the point of per-
ishing, have seen the detailed map of their whole lives unrolled
before them, thus verifying the passage of Scripture: At the
day of judgment, every act will be retraced in the twinkling of
an eye. “‘Thelast minute of the combatant,” says the Arabian
proverb, ‘“is the mirror of his life; all that is dear to him is
then present to his thoughts.”

After intense occupation, where all the faculties have been
directed to one point, material forms may remain visible for a
" length of time, although the subject ceases to engage the mind.
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object which does not exist, Itis certain that hallueination can-
not be made an exclusive phenomenon of the imagination, be-
cause that faculty is only destined to receive or reproduce images,
nor ean it be a unique phenomenon of memory, becaunse there is
something beside reminiscence in hallucination. But if opinions
differ as to the employment of the faculties interested, it is no
less certain that imagination and memory are the principal actors
in hallucinations.

Some have wished to refer dreams and somnambulism in noc-
turnal hallucinations exclusively to the action of the brain.
There are no longer, say they, external or internal impressions
which excite or provoke it. How, then, does it act? Evidently
by a kind of spontaneity. It is impossible for us to admit that
these intellectual operations are executed by the brain alome.
That its co-operation is indispensable none will deny, but it must
be aided by the mind.

The influence of ideas on the production of hallucinations,
which has been proved by observation, demands a few words on
the creation and succession of false ideas.

It is admitted as a principle that man came pure and free from
the hands of his Creator. Had truth been ever his guide, use-
ful and indispensable knowledge would alone have beenimparted;
but free to choose, led away by his passions, he forgot his origin
and design, and thus, in the abuse of liberty, lost the knowledge
of God and of himself. _

His origin and end no longer appearing but in a confused
manner to his mind, imagination, which had broken the chains
that bound it to reason, plunged him into a world of fables, ab-
surd beliefs, singular illusions, and strange dreams. One epoch
alone, that of the Middle Ages, affords proof with what facility
these fantastic creations and marvellous tales were multiplied.
The earth, sky, and waters were then made the habitations of
invisible beings, with whom every one considered himselfin con-
nection.
~ These erroneous persuasions, once asserted by a few enthu-
siasts, were quickly imbibed by those around, over whom they
exercised a guiding power. Then disseminated by that multi-
tude, eager for the marvellous, who love better to believe than
to examine, they were repeated, systematized, and introduced
into the mind with the first rudiments of education. These
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psychological phenomena which unite to produce hallucination.
If this study has made the same impression on the mind of the
reader as it has on our own, he will have arrived at this conclu-
sion; that, in many cases, hallucination is nothing extraordinary,
and may be considered almost as a normal phenomenon; that
it is consistent with reason; whence 1t 1s easy to conceive how
many celebrated men may have been hallucinists, under the
inflnences deseribed, without being at all insane.

In order thoroughly to understand the coexistence of halluci-
nations with reason, we will review two orders of facts, the one
relating to assemblages of persons, the other peculiar to cele-
brated characters, both drawn from history. The materials are
so numerous that we shall find it diffieult to make a selection.
In order to avoid multiplying quotations, we will confine our-
selves to one period—that of the Crusades. Few episodes offer
so much interest in connection with the subject that engages us;
it may be called a perpetual mirage. Kings, generals, and sol-
diers, were the daily witnesses of apparitions.

Firsr OrvER.— Historical hallucinations relating to a multi-
tude of persons.—Peter the Herniit, the glorious deliverer of Je-
rusalem, disgusted with men and the world, withdrew from them,
to dwell amidst the most austere Cenobites. Fastings, prayer,
and meditation excited his imagination. With the fervor of an
apostle, and the courage of a martyr, his zeal acknowledged no
obstacle, and all that he desired seemed easy. Nothing could
resist the force of his eloquence, nor the fascination of his exam-
ple. Such was the extraordinary man who gave the signal for
the crusades; and who, without fortune or fame, succeeded, by
the sole ascendency of his tears and prayers, in arousing the
whole of the West, that it might precipitate itself on the East.
With such dispositions of mind, full of his project, in the midst
of the religious atmosphere in which he lived, is it surprising
that his thoughts became imaged, that he maintained an habitual
intercourse with heaven, and believed himself the instrument of
its designs, and the depository of its will ?

“In fact, Christianity,” as Michaud remarks, “was mixed
up, in the Middle Ages, with all civil law, recalled man to a
sense of the duty he owed his country, and was blended in
all the principles of social order. In the midst of the growing
civilization of Europe, the Christian religion was united with all
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During the hottest of the fight, at the siege of Jerusalem,
Godfrey and Raymond perceived a knight waving a buckler on
the Mount of Olives, and giving a signal to the Christian Lo S
to enter the town. They cried out that Saint George had come
to the succor of the Christians. Meanwhile, it was noised
abroad in the army that Pope Adhemar and several other cru-
saders, who had fallen during the siege, had appeared at the
head of the assailants and planted the standard of the C.rugs on
the towers of Jerusalem. Tancred and the two Roberts, en-
couraged by this account, made renewed efforts and forced an
entrance into the place.*

“ On the day on which Saladin entered the holy city,” says
Rigord, *“the monks of Argenteuil had seen tlte moon descend
to the earth, and return again into heaven. In several churchess
the crucifix and images of saints had been observed to shed
tears of blood in presence of the faithful. A Christian knight
had, in a dream, seen an eagle holding seven javelins in his ta-
lons, and soaring over Jerusalem uttering in a piercing accent,
‘Woe to Jerusalem !” :

During the siege of Damietta, the Egyptian captives being
conducted before the assembled princes and chiefs, related pro-
digies of Christian bravery, and desired to see the men clothed
in white, with white armor, whom they had seen fighting before
the tower was taken. The warriors who had vanquished them
were pointed out; but they did not recognize in them that ter-
rible aspect and celestial strength, the remembrance of which
filled them with terror. It was then,said an eye-whness, ¢ the
pilgrims understood that our Lord Jesus Christ had sent his
angels to attack the tower.”'} '

These quotations, selected from many others by the same
author, prove, in the most positive manner, that hallucinations
may attack a great number of persons without their being sus-
pected of insanity. This phenomenon is explained by a combi-
nation of circumstances on which we have already dwelt.

We will proceed to exhibit this fact equally in the particular

cases, which will serve us in the study of the hallucinations of
celebrated men.

* Michand, Histoire des Croisades, vol. i. pp. 337-340,
t Michaud, op. cit. vol. iii. p. 318,
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are true, simple, and of daily occurrence. A phantom seen in
the graveyard, or a saint in the street, would excite no surprise.

The privations to which Loyola subjected himself, gave rise
to other hallucinations. Thus he relates that a fiery serpent
appeared afar off, came nearer and nearer, fascinated him with
its eyes, then left him plunged in darkness. But this vision,
brought on by fasting, continual prayer, and loss of sleep, belongs
to those induced by sickness, and does not indicate insanity. It
was one of the thousand trials through which the faithful must
pass. Perhaps it was also a warning, to guard him against
attempting sacrifices too great for human nature! Thus a
prolonged series of scruples, temptations, and discouragements
conducted Loyola to the portals of the tomb. ¢ He desired,”
says the Protestant author of the article in the British Review,
from whom we have borrowed part of these details, * to die of
hunger ; his ecstasies increased. The idea of suicide germinates,
develops, and strengthens in his thoughts, and finally quite
absorbs him. Thus,” continues the same author, ‘ that being
~ would have had a miserable end, whose fame was destined to
resound through the world, if the voice of a confessor had not
rescued him from his sufferings, and made this voluntary death
a case of conscience. When his debilitated body was, as it were,
resuscitated, a revolution oceurred within him. A sudden luci-
dity succeeded the state of dejection, concentration, and weak-
ness in which he had been plunged ; then he saw, in all its
bearings, the plan of the boldest structure that man ever con-
ceived.”

There is something striking in contemplating the founder of
so famous an order, and a saint canonized by the Church, on
the very brink of suicide; but those who have severely cen-
sured the fact, have forgotten the double nature of man, that
duality against which so many fine minds have vainly striven,*
and which is now more active than in the days of Plato.
Read the lives of celebrated men, penetrate the secrets of those
mysterions years, when the terrible struggle commenced in
which the greater number found misery and death, and but few
fortune and glory, and what do you see? long alternations of joy

5 * A. Brierre de Boismont, De la Dualité humaine (Union Médicale).
Bal.
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Who, then, was the Maid of Orleans? A young peasant,
eighteen or nineteen years of age, tall and of a noble figure, a
countenance mild, but proud, a character remarkable for its
union of candor and strength, modesty and authority, and finally
of a conduct which was the admiration of all who knew her.
From the earliest stage of her warlike career, she became the
perfect model of a Christian knight. Intrepid, indefatigable,
sober, pious, modest; skilful in subduing horses, and versed in
all parts of the science of arms, everything in her life points
her out as a being highly inspired, and bears the stamp of
divine authority.* At the early age of eighteen, her mission
was fulfilled ; and nothing remained for her but the crown of
martyrdom,

Thus, on the one hand, irreproachable conduct, exemplary
goodness, and sound reason ; but on the other, as was the case
with many renowned personages, visions and revelations. We
will first state the facts, and then proceed to their examination.

At the age of twelve, her first apparition occurred as follows:
Being in the field with her companions, she saw a young man
beside her, who said: *Joan, run home, for your mother wants
you.” Joan flew to her mother, who declared she had not asked
for her. The young girl was about to return to her friends, but
suddenly a clear and brilliant cloud appeared, and from the
midst of the cloud a voice, which said : *“ Joan, thou art born to
pursue another career, and to do marvellous things; for it is
thou whom the King of heaven has chosen to re-establish the
kingdom of France, and to be the aid and support of King
Charles, despoiled of his empire. Clothed as a man, thou wils
take arms; thou wilt be a chief in the army, and all will obey
thy counsels.”

Day and night similar apparitions appeared to Joan ; she con-
tinued for five years in this unquiet state. Finally, in a last
vision, she received this answer: * The King of heaven com-
mands and wills it; in future, ask not how this can be; for if
such be the will of God in heaven, such it will be on earth. Go,
then, to the neighboring place called Vancouleurs, which alone

to 198, Paris, 1843. Friedreich, Algemeine Diagnostik der psychischen
Krankeiten, p. 201, Wiirtzburg, 1832,
* Charles Nodier.
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dazzled, and remained plunged in a kind of ecstasy. Then it
was, continues M. Buchon, whose account we borrow, that those
visions commenced which related to her mission.

This great moment of hallucination passed, Joan returned to
herself, and doubted the reality of what she had seen. For
several weeks her blood, become cooler, did not convey to her
brains either warlike fervor, marvellous visions, or prophetic
inspirations ; but at the close of every few weeks, when the
symptoms of a great constitutional revolution were manifested,

which appear never to have been. developed, the same, hallucina- .

tions were reproduced to her dazzled eyes; St. Michael became
visible, and she fell into ecstatic reveries in her mystic conversa-
tions with him, with the angel Gabriel, St. Catherine, and St.
Margaret, who all wore rich and precious crowns. It was in
vain that she opposed reason to these visions; each recurrence
of the same phenomena gave them more power; and ag the
voices which appealed to her pure and noble heart murmured
only thoughts of honor and devotedness; she at length no longer
mistrusted them, but. hailed them with more eagerness than she
had at first dreaded them. She had already lived for: seven
years in this intimate communion with the most exalted thoughts,
which found an echo in herself. Ier eighteenth year was at-
tained, in all the vigor of her fine organization. She was ready
to complete her sacrifice. She presented herself to the Governor
of Vancouleurs, who, touched with so much courage and perse-
verance, yielded at lengl;h to her prn.jrera, and sent her armed
to, Chinon.* b » B AT
This apptecmtmn af the cnnduct n::-f J oan uf Arc 'hjr a man of
incontestable merit, appeared to us so conformable with scientific
views, that we thought it right to give the entire passage. But
now the objections present themselves which we have elsewhere
made. If irregularity in a phenomenon important to woman
must be looked on as the cause of the hallucm&tmns of Joan,
how is it that we do not find any analogy in those which occur
in our day under similar circumstances? - If the monthly period
exercises an action on the brain, it results in disorders more or
less decided, of feeling, motion, or intellect, in symptoms of in-

* Buchon, Analyse raisonée des documents sur la Pucelle, p. 196-198,

17
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mony. It is a mystic solemnity in which God confers especial
grace, the spirit of justice and the gift of miracles. Here then
is & source which, ever since its origin, has presented an inex-
haustible number of marvellous facts in the ages of faith.

Without doubt, the belief in divine interposition and tradi-
tions, everywhere spread abroad, had reached Joan, and, when
we look back into former times, we can comprehend how, in
questioning her courage and her faith, in listening to those
mysterious voices which spoke to her during her ecstasy, she
recognized in herself the angel announced for the salvation of
France.

In order to overcome all obstacles, it sufficed this noble
girl to have a glimpse of her sacred mission; it sufficed her that
she had placed her foot on that mystic ladder which leads, by
visions, to the threshold of eternity,

Joan of Are is of the same family with Hildegarde and Saint
Catherine of Sienna. Like these two saints, she obeyed that
superior faculty of enthusiasm, illuminism, and ecstasy which,
beyond the bounds of all analysis, approaches the most pro-
found mysteries of being, but which is no less an actual faet,
permanent in history, and inherent in human nature.

In this internal disturbance of eecstasy, the mind, powerfully
over-excited, demands of imagination the realization of the phan-
toms of its dreams; and imagination, despite of the resistance of
reason, endues them with form and substance. The mind embraces
new horizons; the external world is no longer seen under ordi-
nary circumstances; it no longer succumbs to probability, and
the mirage rises on all sides with features and authqrity so
grand that mystics have established the superiority of the in-
ternal over the external sense. ¢ This internal sight, this ubiqui-
tous vision,”” as Hugues said to Saint Victor, “ sees God and all
that is in God; when enlightened by faith, the appearance of
intangibility is attained, and, through faith, that is seen which
would escape the senses in the world of matter,

-Hallucinations are not confined to individuals; they exist also
in communities ; visions become contagious.

Besides, Joan and her contemporaries would discover in Christ-
ian tradition the logic of these hallucinations. Angels appeared
to Abraham, Moses, and Joshua. The ecclesiastical writers of
the early ages said, that when two nations went to war, the
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power.” And he terminates the passage thus: “ They were not
madmen, but they were hallucinists; such as neither do nor can
exist again; hallucinists whose visions were visions of reason.”*

The objections which we have offered in the name of science
and literature, so unhappily tarnished by the stigma of madness,
had already fallen under the notice of others than ourselves; it
had been said, the visionaries of old must not be classed with
madmen; they were deceived, but it was with the ideas of their
age: and it would be absurd to tax'all the generations which
have preceded us, with madness. It was, if you will, an error
of the human mind, but not a disease.

Leuret, in his Fragmens Psychologiques sur la folie, a work
equally interesting, and well written, but whose doctrines cannot
be embraced by those holding religious convictions, has endea-
vored to refute these objections. *We must here draw a dis-
tinction,”” he says, ‘between those who had visions and those
who had faith in them. For the latter, they were in error, and
in error only, I readily admit it. Asfor those who had visions,
they were deceived like the others, but they were also deranged,
because they had within themselves an invincible cause of error;
they experienced unusual phenomena, which' made them distinet
intelligences, exempt from ordinary rules; or rather without
rules, living in a world of faney, out of which no reasoning could
entice them. Amongst our ancestors, no doubt, the condition
of the human mind powerfully concurred in the frequent pro-
duction of visions; but it does not cease to be a disease because
it is dependent on a general cause; and, as there is no essen-
tial difference between the visionaries of our own day and those
of former times, both should be placed in the ranks of lunatics.”

Without pausing on the difference of opinion bétween the two
anthors as to the psychological state of these individuals, whom
the first looks on as such hallucinists as will no more be seen,
whose sensorial errors were compatible with the most perfect
exercise of reason; and the second views in the light of insane
persons resembling those of the present time! whom the one
proclaims'to be messengers, the expression of the people; and
the other, on the contrary, regards as diseased persons, impos-
ing their visions on the multitude ; we will reply that the hallu-

* Amulette de Pascal, p. 145.

IE——————
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hundred years, is still recognized in the countries professing
Islamism.

¢ Doubtless, in the outset of his wonderful enterprise, he was
not exempt from imprudence, audacity, and temerity, whose
consequences, more than once, compromised the success of his
mission; but, taught by experience and by his profound know-
ledge of mankind, trusting in God and in his fortune, pursuing
the work of his life through a thousand obstacles, and a thou-
sand dangers, Mohammed never gave way; on the contrary, he
exhibited a genius full of ingenuity, firmness, and courage—a
genius, fertile in resources, superior to all reverses, and remark-
able for its expansion, flexibility, and perseverance.

“As to his visions, they may have been imaginary ; but, why
should they not receive the same explanation as that we have
given to those of the great philosophers of antiquity, and of
men powerfully preoccupied with one idea in an epoch of pro-
found convictions and mysterious faith, and placed in ecircum-
stances which must react upon themselves?”

To the four examples just given, we could add that of Socrates,
the greatest man of antiquity. But if our arguments, which but
feebly express our conviction, have found favor with our readers,
they will themselves make the application to the Grecian philo-
sopher, who, notwithstanding medical theories, will no less be
an eternal honor to human reason, and the master of Plato.
Common sense could never look on a man whose conduct was so
wise, so pure, and in some sort so providential, as a madman.
His familiar spirit was only a personification of self, the mate-
rial form of which belonged to the age. His belief in dreams
he held in common with all antiquity; as to the influence which
he is reproached with exercising at a distance, on his pupils, we
only see in it the admiration which his talents excited in them,
their devotion to his person, and the high reverence with which
they viewed his mission. Besides, what matters it, if Socrates
had hallucinations? The truths which he taught did not result
from them; they existed no less before than after him. Finally,
can we, as we have elsewhere remarked, employ this word in
connection with pure conceptions, and ideas properly expressed?

Thus, in our opinion, the celebrated men whom we have
named, and many others, may have had hallucinations, without
their designs, acts, or conduct being in any degree influenced
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of Christianity destroyed this threefold error.* At that voice
man burst his chains, awoke from his long torpor, and hailed
the dawn of his resurrection. When we contemplate the feeble
means by which this religion was established, what adversaries
it had to encounter, what obstacles to surmount, and in how few
years it triumphed, no one can deny its divine origin, which is
sufficiently testified -by Seripture. Observe what a wonderful
multitude of superior intellects have, since the earliest times,
brought to its shrine the weight of their talents; number all those
great minds which, during so many ages, have ranged themselves
under its banner ; look at what is passing in our day, and say
if a religion which has reckoned, and still reckons, in its ranks -
g0 many great men, whose only enemy has been pride, whose
steps are all strewn with mercies, whose faults have been those
of man, never of its doctrines, ought to be regarded as the work
of hallucinated madmen.

We are not the first who, persuaded of the divine origin of
Christianity, have pointed out the line which separates the
apparitions of the Seriptures from those of profane history.
The English faculty, who have chiefly entered on the subject,
have already put forth a similar opinion. Thus Arnold writes:
A rational Christian admits of no inspiration but that exhibited
in Christ and his apostles. As to the gift of prophecy in
paganism and amongst modern Christians, it is only claimed by
madmen, dupes, and impostors. The motives of those deceivers
could be traced to private views of ambition or fame and interest,
or zeal for the public good.”

‘It has been asked,” says Hibbert, “if all the authenticated
facts of apparitions seen and voices heard should be looked upon
as pathological cases. A distinction must be made in those that
apply to Holy Writ. It would in fact be very unseemly to com-
ment on the manner in which God, to answer certain purposes,
has communicated directly with man ; but this distinction once
established, it is necessary to remark that no facts of the kind
are proved to have occurred since the apostolic times; we,
therefore, believe that all cases of like character, since that

* (uizot, Histoire de la Civilisation en Europe, t.i. 1842, Guizot, Essai
sar Phistoire de France, 5th edit. Collection Charpentier, 1841,
26
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attacked us as an eclectic, who adopted some and rejected
others. In acting thus, we did not pretend to more orthodoxy
than the Fathers of the Chureh, and those learned theologians,
who, like ourselves, were rationalists in regard to the hallucina-
tions of several holy personages; which assertion will be proved
by the following quotations.

Saint Bonaventura says decidedly, that certain persons who
imagine they see Jesus Christ, on the Virgin, and from their
mouths receive consolation, are exposed to errors, the publica-
tion of which would be in itself blasphemous.* The famous Dr.
Gerson has written a work entirely in the same spirit. Besides,
the Church, according to Cardinal Lambertini, grants very little
authority to particular visions. Some she tolerates, but rejects
the mass. She shows no respect to them in acts of canonization,
unless they are accompanied by sublime virtues. Even when
visions are recognized by the Holy See, they do not constitute
an object of general faith. Any opinion whatever, even the
least favorable to miracles of all kinds, may be entertained as to
their causes, without exceeding, on that account, the bounds
of orthodoxy.t

Thus, if we have been at one period believing, and at others
skeptical, we have only imitated the great doctors of orthodoxy.
We must not, however, lose sight of the fact, that the visions of
the prophets have signs quite distinet from these particular hal-
lucinations ; they present a train of consecutive revelations,
carried on throngh many centuries, with features perfectly iden-
tical, all announcing the regeneration of the world, and the
birth of a Saviour; in a word, a complete system.

One more remark on this subject. It never occurred to us to
make ourselves a defender of the Catholic religion; we have
neither learning nor presumption enough to undertake such a
task. We merely desired to protest against those prineiples
which would overthrow the Bible, the gospels, dogmas, and
revelation ; in short, that religion which M. Emile Laisset, in
his remarkable article, in the Revue des Deux Mondes, on the
Introduction Philosophique du Christianism, by Monseigneur,

* De Profectu, relig. Iib. 7, ¢. 8.

* De Canonis, 2 3, lib. 3, ¢. 52; M. Michéa, Du Delire des Sensations,
p- 27.
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of association, and to which a physical or moral cause gives all
the vivacity of actual sensation. :

Erroneous beliefs, which may be called the hallucinations of
reason, should be studied in their formation, because they exert
a great influence on the production of social and individual
hallucinations.

False ideas play a considerable part in the production of
hallucinations. They are no less important in the creation of
insanity. This argument appears to decide the predominance
of moral over physical causes.

Their origin must be referred to forgetfulness of the two great
laws of mankind, the knowledge of God and of self; whence
arises the desire for the unknown, the wish to believe, the love
of the marvellous, the thirst of emotion, and the ardor for
knowledge ; all so many sources of hallucinations.

In many cases, hallucination is nothing extraordinary; it is
almost a normal state consistent with reason, and 1t is easy to
perceive, how so many celebrated men have exhibited this
symptom, without being insane.

When the actions of an illustrious man are under review, we
must never lose sight of the period in which he lived. The
world of Cosmao was very different from that of Galileo, and
yet reason was the same in both epochs.

In all philosophiecal study of man, his duality must be recog-
nized ; without this consideration, it will be impossible to under-
stand either his history or his biography ; that is to say, either
his spiritnal or his mortal existence.

The hallucinations of many celebrated men belong to their
age and not to the individual ; a proof of which is, that their
actions are distinguished by the highest wisdom ; their enter-
prises exhibit superior faculties, admirable judgment, great
expansion of mind, and love of their fellow-creatures.

The hallucinations of these personages cannot be compared
with those of madmen ; they were the representatives of an
epoch, a need, an idea ; they must of necessity have done as
they did; their mission was a providence.

Real ‘hallucinations are never without a mixture of insanity.
The examples of hallucinated persons, who have, with a false
idea, fulfilled important functions, are very rare, and have refer-


















PHYSIOLOGY AND SYMPTOMATOLOGY OF HALLUCINATIONS. 413

and, in this respect, the works of some moderns, MJM. Baillarger
and Michéa in particular, have been of essential service. It is
true that certain hallucinated persons, like certain mysties,
hear what they call énfernal voices, a sort of inarticulated words,
a mute communication, audible only in the mind; that others,
on the contrary, very distinetly hear voices who call them, and
reply to them, and with whom they hold long conversations.
Let them give to the first kind of hallucination the name of
psychical, and to the second that of psycho-sensorial, nothing
can be better. Let them strictly uphold that both the one and
the other are engendered in the different portions of the brain,
some physiologists may agree to this. DBut they are nowise
authorized to admit, in the last, the intervention of the senses.”’*

But whilst rejecting the intervention of the senses, M. de
Chambre no less recognizes their division into psycho-sensorial
and psychical, as useful to assist in the study of hallucinations.
We also think the distinction good, and adopt it, with the re-
mark that we consider it applies only to the greater or less
intensity of the phenomenon. If the perception be weak, the
hallucination is noiseless—if more powerful, a sound is per-
ceptible. We have ourselves noticed these mental conversations
without the emission of any sound; but these conversations
would be impossible if the word spoken had not accompanied the
word thought ; that is, if the conventional sign had not been
attached to the idea. If, therefore, we do not admit the inter-
vention of the senses in the production of hallucinations, we are
no less convinced that the two constituent elements of human
nature are found in the hallucinatory reminiscence, and, in this
point of view, we have also adopted the division of the pheno-
mena of hallucinations into intellectual and sensorial.

In studying the hallucinations of sane persons, it is allowed,
as we have already remarked, that those of sight are the most
common, whilst, in the insane, those of hearing are the most
frequent and most complex. According to Mare, hallucinations
of hearing occur in at least two-thirds of the patients. Amongst
the most simple and the least intellectual hallucinations of hear-
ing, M. Baillarger ranks those of lunatics who hear different

* A. De Chambre, Analyse de 'ouvrage du Docteur Stafkowski sur les
Hallucinations, Gazette Médicale, 1850, p. 274.
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after having commenced under a simple form, or having only
assumed the hallucinations at the close of a certain time, or
gradually, they become general, irregular, and attached at the
same time to several delirious conceptions,

It may happen that the deranged persons imagine the voices
which they hear to come from without, and M. Baillarger ohserves
this to be most commonly the case. Very often, too, the interlocu-
tors are designated by the pronouns ke, she, them, and the par-
ticle they. When the patients are questioned as to whom these
vague denominations apply to, they cannot give any definite an-
swer. When illusions are added to these errors, the patients nsu-
ally attribute them to those persons who are about them. Far
from considering the words addressed to them as a product of their
own minds, they attribute them to others; thus they are spoken
to in the second person. Their minds embrace as it were two
kinds of thought, the one which they know belongs to them-
selves, the other which they attribute to strangers; this is the
fact of intellectual duality noticed in the inspired. These voices
may express themselves in the third person, and reveal to them
plots contrived against them.

Hallucinations of hearing sustain the for and against, and
reﬂec: the strifes of comsecienee ; there are two vnmes, the one
urging to good, the other to evil.

This internal combat occurs also in a state of sanity. In
fact, it is not unusual to be harassed between two opposite influ-
ences, one of which counsels the adoption of a certain course,
and the other opposes it. .

“Some hypochondriacs,” says Mons. Falret, * suffer inde-
seribable anxiety ; they conceive that all manner of precautions
are taken to prevent them from committing suicide, whilst
secretly the means for effecting it are pointed out. These pa-
tients look repulsive and gloomy; despair is painted in all
their features; their skin is cadaverous; their deeply-sunk eyes
are yellow and bloodshot. Cephalalgia exists more or less, usu-
ally confined to the forehead, and particularly to the root of the
nose. They have a sense of beating within the head ; are wake-
ful, or, 'if they sleep, have troubled dreams and see fantastic
apparitions,’’

This psychological characteristic demands the attention of the
student. It would appear that the same individual has two
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Sometimes the voices are close at hand, sometimes far off,
and in different directions. They may be concealed above the
head, under the floor, may come from a neighboring house, from
the chimney, from a bedpost, a bureau, a bed, or anything.
Madame D—— hears voices far off in the fields; they are hid-
den under a tree; and she replies to them as if she had a speak-
ing-trumpet. Voices may proceed from heaven. TLord Herbert,
the greatest deist of the age, heard a-sound from heaven, which
decided him to publish his work against Christianity.

Sometimes the voices are only heard by one ear. The pa-
tient of whom Bodin speaks, and who, according to Guy Patin,
must have been Bodin himself, heard sometimes with the right,
sometimes with the left ear. M. Calmeil, in his article Hallu-
etnations of the Dictionnaire de Médecine, in 25 vols., thus ex-
presses himself: ¢ Some subjects affirm that the sounds which
they believe they hear, penetrate at times into the left, at others
into the right ear.” In the Traité des Apparitions et des Vam-
pires, by Don Calmet (t. il p. 5T1), we read the case of a young
man who, in his left ear, heard distinctly a voice proceeding
from the corner of the cabinet, which seemed about a foot above
his head, and which spoke very correctly to him for half a
minute, desiring him to perform a certain action, on which it
recommended secresy.

Mons. Michéa has given to this phenomenon the title of
double hallucination (hallucination dedoublée). It is not easily
discovered but in the senses of touch, sight, and hearing. We
will relate some instances mentioned by this author.

John Lairy was attacked with a high fever. On the tenth
day of his sickness a very remarkable hallucination took place.
He believed that a man was attached to his right side, who was
equally ill with himself. It was his dominant idea. He spoke
only of the companion who partook in his sufferings. He was
very angry that no attention was paid to this companion, par-
ticularly that nothing was given him to drink, whilst all the
care and nourishment was bestowed upon him. He frequently
conversed with him; and, when the fever had abated, it ap-
peared to him that the individual had risen, but was not far off.
On every other subject the patient was perfectly sane. To the
endeavor to persuade him that all he believed himself to see and
hear was only the result of an irritability of the brain, he re-
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perfectly sane, is well known ; which caused us to say, in our
first edition, that they were more numerous than those of hear-
ing. A glance at the annals of the Middle Ages will satisfy us
on this point.

Amongst intellectual phenomena of this sense, we must place
the reproduction of a single object, always the same, during an
indefinite period. One of our brethren, Dr. W. saw constantly
before him a black cow, and became so worn out with the per-
sistency of this false sensation that he destroyed himself. . No
one who has read the Demonclogy of Sir Walter Scott, can
forget the spectre of the physician. The ancestor of Sir
Charles Bonnet, who, wide awake, saw before him the figures
of men and women, birds, ships, etc., is an interesting example.
It is important to notice that he did not, like visionaries, take
these visions for realities. He was able to judge sanely of all
these apparitions, and correct his first impressions.

M. Lelorgne de Savigny, of the Institute, who was for twenty
years distressed by a malady in which hallucinations of sight
formed one of the chief symptoms, relates, as amongst the
most common of his visions, ‘‘the scene of a spacious vault
built up of innumerable human countenances, all equally ex-
pressive, but yet,”” he adds, “all having a kind of inflexibility,
and fixing on me malicious looks.””*

Religions madmen and eestatics present the most complex
examples of hallucinations of the sight. One of these mono-
maniacs, several times under treatment at Bicétre, experi-
enced the most varied visions; he saw future generations pass
before his eyes, and spread out before him like the most magni-
ficent pictures.t ;

Visions often bear an intimate relation to the actual preoceu-
pation of mind of the patient. Thus, we see in our dreams the
image of the person who has engaged our thoughts during the
day. At other times they are the reproduction of vivid exter-
nal sensations. M. Baillarger gives the following example,
taken from Pariset’s lectures: “ A general, whose fame is known
throughout the world, was one day unadvisedly drawn, during a

* Annales Médico-Psycho., t. iv. p. 34.

+ Histoire d'un Fou guéri deux fois malgre les Médecinsg et une fois
S4N3 enx.
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full dress, passed and repassed with their wives and children,
partaking of the amusements of the féfe. Another lady received
company, who played, took tea, and conducted themselves like
characters in real life.

Visions are frequently the painted reflex of the occupations
of the hallucinated. A studentin theology insists that the devil
enters him and takes up his abode in his brain. A learned
Englishman, Ben Jonson, passed a whole night in watching an-
cient nations engaged in battle around his arm-chair. Luther
is surrounded with flaming torches, and fights against the devil,
who wears the black gown of a proctor. Zimmerman sees enemies
everywhere. Cardan, whose son 18 implicated in a plot which
will lead to his death, is struck by the sight of a bloody mark
on his finger, which increases during fifteen days. Ravaillac
relates that he saw victims flying before him, and found on a
statue the head of a Moor whom he had seen in the studio of an
artist.

Many eriminals have been pursued by the spectres of those
whom they have assassinated; some are horrified at seeing the
ghost of a father, mother, or child, notwithstanding the fact
that these beings are living and present with them.

Hallucinations of sight, which reproduce the objects that are
the most interesting to, and make the greatest impression on the
multitude, have excited general attention in a very high degree;
they are also discussed in a number of works under the name of
visions.

This belief in visions was formerly so universal, that there
was neither castle, churchyard, house, secluded spot, or street
which was not haunted by one. Everybody was the hero of an
apparition ; and hallucinations, heretofore occurring singly, ap-
peared as an epidemic ; thus, during the plague in Néﬂcesﬂ.rea,
spectres were seen to enter the houses; likewise in Egypt, in
the time of the Emperor Justinian, black men, without heads,
were seen to row on the sea in boats of brass. During an epi-
demic which depopulated Constantinople, demons were seen
running from house to house, and striking the inhabitants with
death.

In the consideration of 177 cases of hallucination, we found
the proportion as follows :—
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formed in the brain, are consequently but imperfectly clothed
in their material forms.

To this cause must be added the influence of darkness and
silence; occasionally, fizures and objects are only half formed.
Hallucinists see only a portion of a body—the head, or the
limbs; sometimes they see it reversed, or divided in half.
Moreover, an apparition may only consist of an arm, a hand,
or an eye. A woman told us, long since, that she constantly saw
a head in profile, the eye of which was always looking at her.
This variety explains the stories told of heads which haunt
criminals, and of a vengeful eye ever gazing on a culprit.
We have given the case of an hallucinated female, who saw her
eye leave its socket and roll on before her.*

Visual creations undergo motions, changes of dimension, and
transformations of form. Thus objects which appear fixed,
begin to move and increase indefinitely, until they vanish into
distance. Some, on the contrary, gradually shrink until they
appear to sink into the earth.

Mr. Bayle mentions an old custom-house officer, who was
daily tormented, at a certain hour, by a very singular vision;
all at once he would perceive a spider suspended from the mid-
dle of the ceiling. IHe would see it increase in size, until it
completely filled the room, which he was obliged to leave, in
order to avoid being stifled by this horrible and gigantie animal.
He recognized an optical delusion, but could not surmount the
horror with which it inspired him.

Hallucination, most usually, appears suddenly; it may dis-
appear in like manner or persist for a certain time. “A lady,”
says Mathey, “on returning home one evening, saw a man in
her room, who fled and disappeared through a closed door.”” The
case of Nicolai, already described, contains curious details of
the gradual disappearance of the images. The figures began to
move more slowly, they then became paler, then vapory, and,
finally, dissolved into air. The spectre seen by Spinosa, in his
retreat at Rhinbourg, disappeared thus gradually, its colors
growing weaker around the head of the philosopher.t The

* Theologians have termed apparition a false perception of an ohbject
vaguely known ; and zision that in which the object is clearly manifested,
—Le Cardinal Bona, Du Discernement des Egprits. trad. Frane,, p. 673,

t Opera Posthuma, epist. xxx., Petro Balling, pp. 471472,
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considerable number of persons enter her room daily ; she had
the door and window opened in order that they might pass out.
In the private hospital of my daughter, Madame Rivet, is a
person blind, deaf, and dumb, who both sees and hears.

Hallucinations of smell, taste, and touch are simpler than
those which we have just examined. They are only the repro-
duction of a sensorial impression. It is very difficult to dis-
tinguish them from illusions. 20

Some individuals who experience hallucinations of smell, think
they inhale the most exquisite perfumes; others, again, com-
plain that they are poisoned by mephitic and pestilential odors.
The appearance of holy personages fills the room with the most
delicious scents, whilst that of demons leaves sulphurie and
noisome exhalations. A madman, who had sinned against good
morals, complained that the devil had enveloped him in a cloud
of sulphur. M. Baillarger knew a lady who was continually
distressed by an infectious odor which she believed to emanate
from herself. One day that Esquirol invited her to walk in the
garden, she refused, fearing, as she said, that all the plants
wonld be killed by the scent from her person.

To these hallucinations, and this species of delirium, may be
referred what Don Calmet relates of certain men, ““who damaged
all they looked upon, even to the breasts of the nurses, whose
milk they dried up; the plants, flowers, and leaves of the trees,
which fell off and died on their approach ; so that they dared not
enter any place without first giving notice, in order that children,
nurses, young animals, and everything which their looks could
infect, should be removed.”’* In proportion as we progress in the
study of this singular affection, do we account for a host of
historical documents, which the ignorant skepticism of the
eighteenth century has ranked amongst fables.

Hallucinations of taste are likewise rare ; they are generally
observed at the commencement of insanity, and during its most
active period. Cases in which they exist alone, in a chronic
state are very unusual. Such persons believe they are partaking
of excellent viands and drinking delicions wines, although they
have really nothing. Others complain of having detestable
food, tasting of verdigris, Illusions of taste are more frequent.

* Traité sur les Apparitions, t. i. p.-403.
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sensations of hypochondriacs appear evidently to arise in the
brain, and may, by concentration of thought, act on its organs,
and cause nervous disorders. Some insane persons think their
heads so light that they must be empty, or so heavy that they
seem filled with lead.

From close observation, it seems to be decided that halluci-
nations are rarely confined to one sense; in recognizing the
truth of this fact, on which M. Foville particularly insists, we
may add that, in geﬁ'eral, hallucinations of one sense prevail
greatly over the others. It is chiefly in acute diseases that the
union of several hallucinations takes place.

Hallucinations of the different senses often oceur in conjunc-
tions of two or three. Dr. Pressat remarked that false senso-
rial sensations suceeeded each other in the same patient in the
following order : Hallucinations of sight or hearing, of smell,
then of taste and touch, *so that,”’ said he, *the last have
always brought in their train those of the preceding sense ; thus
hallucination of smell is also that of sight and hearing ; general
hallucination of touch is also that of sight, hearing, smell, and
taste, at the same time.

When hallucinations of several senses exist, they are ordi-
narily intimately connected ; as may be remarked in the case of
the patient who licked the walls because they appeared to him
to be covered with delicious oranges, at the same time that he
inhaled their odor and tasted the fruit. .

Hallucinations of several senses sometimes reproduce vivid
anterior sensations, which had occurred simultaneously. On
this point, M. Baillarger mentions a woman on whose head a
flower-pot fell, and who directly afterwards heard the noise it
made in being shattered on the pavement. Subsequently,
twenty times a day, she felt the same blow, and heard the same
gound.

Association of ideas explains, in an infinity of cases, the
simultaneous existence of hallucinations of several senses.

The paychical hallucinations of M. Baillarger, of which we
are about to point out the principal characteristics, have been
severely criticized by M. Michéa, who has termed them false
hallucinations. “ 1t is,” he says, *“a strange error, to make the
study of dreams a basis on which to build two kinds of hallaei-
nations. All fantastic pereeptions occurring to a man in sleep,
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Leuret relates, in his Fragmens Psychologiques sur la Folie,
that Friar Gilles, disciple of Saint Frangois, and Saint Louis
the King, conversed a long time with extreme consolation of
mind, and without the aid of words, which, says Friar Gilles,
would more have impeded than assisted us, by reason of the
sweet peace which our souls experienced.

Patients of this class pretend that there are invisible interro-
gators within them, who speak with them, in thought, mind to
mind, by intuition, magnetism, and idea; they hear internal
voices. On this subject, the very curious case of Noél, detailed
by Cazauvielh, may be consulted.*

An insane woman, in the Saltpétriére, always replied to the
questions addressed to her by Dr. Leuret; when the physician
ceased speaking, she continued the conversation, and gave an-
swers to fresh questions which she imagined were addressed to
her, but which had no connection with each other. “To whom
are you talking ¥ inquired Leuret; “I am not speaking to
you.—*I hear,” she replied, “your thoughts, and I do not
know why.”" A reply exactly similar to that of the seer, Blake.

The cases in which the hallucinated hear voices in the epigas-
trium, and receive communications by a sixth sense, still appear
to belong to the same class. Sometimes it is not in the epigas-
trium alone that a part of their thoughts seem to dwell; it
appears to them that their entire minds are exercised on the
point. Van Helmont experienced this under the influence of
the poisonous action of aconite. :

Finally, it is necessary to remark that patients sometimes use
the word voice, for want of another expression, to convey their
feelings.

Independently of the phenomena peculiar to each sense,
there exist others common to the whole group.

General Symptoms.—In the study of hallucinations, a fact is
revealed which appears specially to belong to insanity. The
man who perceives the first dawnings of hallucination has often
the power to conceal it; so that it is only when the evil has
burst forth that he is constrained to acknowledge it. Psycho-
logical researches of the highest interest might be made of the
method in which a false idea, at first slight and fugitive, tra-

* Du Buicide et de " Alienation mentale dans les Compagnes, p. 166,
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him, to look at the object presented, to inhale odors, taste food,
or become irritated by blows. Whilst I am writing, I observe
one who has kept silence for two years, but whose pantomime is
most expressive ; he questions, replies, accuses, defends himself,
and addresses reproaches. His conversation with imaginary
beings are very frequent. Esquirol suggested that these symp-
toms may be noticed in all insane persons; but, he adds, that
individuals who, prior to the malady, were ruled by passion or
exposed to powerful struggles of mind, are more liable to them
than others, above all if they have applied to abstruse and
speculative studies. We see patients daily who gesticulate, talk
with imaginary beings, and appear very much absorbed in lis-
tening to them, so that this disposition appears to us rather
applicable to the major part of the hallucinated, than to a par-
ticular section.

The different forms of alienation impress their character on
hallucinations. In lypemania, the apparitions, voices, odors,
etc., are most usually those of wretched-looking figures, mon-
sters, menacing words, which excite to evil, and mephitic ema-
nations. If the insanity leans particularly towards religious
subjects, then the patients see devils or angels. In erotomania,
they are handsome youths or beautiful girls. When suicidal
and homicidal monomania prevail, they then hear voices exciting
them either to kill themselves or others. In general, the hallu-
cinations of monomania vary but little, and are observed long
after the outbreak of the malady. In the melancholy form, the
cerebral disorder sometimes commences with an hallucination,
but most frequently the monomania is developed by a passion,
an exclusive idea to which hallucination unites itself; and results
in a personification of that idea which augments still more the
conviction of the alienated. In stupidity, hallucination is pre-
monitory, and frequently accompanied by mental alienation.

Hallucinations are also of frequent occurrence in mania; but
they are not so fixed as in the preceding kind. They vary with
the ideas of the maniac, or if they appear beneath the torrent
of ideas and of sensations which his brain continually creates,
they are weakened, or at least in a great degree masked. ¢ Hal-
lucinations,” says M. Aubanel, ¢ sometimes announce the com-
mencement of mania; they are fugitive, numerous, and capri-

cious ; much more frequently, maniacal delirium gives rise to
; 28
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singular and sudden resolutions. Thus the afllicted of this
class prostrate themselves on the ground, or throw their arms
around the neck of some person because God has commanded
them to embrace him, offer insults, utter sharp words, challenge,
strike, and wound, or fixedly look on the sky, the sun, ete.
These acts may have dangerous consequences, and lead to sui-
cide, theft, murder, or arson.

These hallucinists give no truce to those whom the ereations
of their brain have once marked out for destruction. A man de-

stroyed his child, because he continually heard an angel com-

manding him to repeat the sacrifice of Abraham. ¢ An insane
person of our establishment,” says M. Guislain, “asserts that
invisible persons speak to him; some accuse him of murder, and
announce the death of his mother, whilst others defend him.
Happily, the patient is perfectly aware of his condition, and
speaks of the strangeness of his ideas, for which he cannot
account.”

A deranged man hears a voice, which he obeys, ordering him
to mutilate himself; and a girl obeys a voice which commands
her to murder her child. .

We cannot too much insist on the frequency of hallucinations
which make the alienated believe that they are abused, mocked,
and threatened. * They are incessantly calling me thief, assas-
gin,” said an hallucinated person to me one day. “Who calls
you sof”’ “They.” DBut, like the greater number of those
belonging to this class, he could not point out any one. Some
hear agreeable words, conformable to their wishes; others hear
menacing language. A young English lady converses every
day with several of her countrywomen. Madame C. has long
conversations with the angel Raphael. Numa talked with the
nymph Egeria, Mohammed with the angel Gabriel, Luther with
the deyil, Charles IX. heard in the night the shrieks of the
victims of St. Bartholomew. An old musician was constantly
surrounded by the harmony of instruments.

The eirculating and digestive functions, sleep, and secretions,
present changes which should be noticed. Messrs. Leuret and
Mitivié have described, in their pamphlet on The Rapid Pulse
of the Alienated, that under this form of delirium the greatest
disorder in the circulation was observable. In fifty cases, they
have reckoned ninety-five pulsations in the minute. Does this
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It has, however, been noticed that some kinds of hallucina-
tions appear indifferently day and night, asleep or awake, whilst
others only come in the night.

M. Baillarger, in a memoir presented to the Royal Academy
of Medicine,* entered into more cirecumstantial details, which
we proceed to quote. Many of his deductions are verified by
cases contained in this work.

1. The transition from sleep to waking, and from waking to
sleep, exerts a positive influence on the production of hallucina-
tions on subjects predisposed to insanity, previous to, in the
commencement of, and during the progress of this malady.t

2. The mere act of lowering the eyelids is sufficient with some
subjeets, and even during their waking hours, to produce hallu-
cinations of sight.

3. Hallucinations ocenrring in the intermediate state between
waking and sleeping, howsoever short of duration, become most
usually continued, and excite delirium.

4. Madness, in subjects already attacked by hallucinations
at the moment of sleep, is quickly, and from its commencement,
characterized by hallucinations.

5. Hallucinations occurring whilst awake, frequently become
stronger at the moments of falling asleep and of awaking.

6. A fit of mania may follow immediately, and from the first
access, hallucinations produced at the moment of falling asleep
and of awaking.

7. Hallucinations of one sense ocourring during waking hours,
those of another sense may be produced at the moment of fall-
ing asleep.

8. The transition from waking to sleeping has much greater
influence on the produnction ‘of hallucinations, than the transition
from sleeping to waking.

9. It is frequently after the suppression of a hemorrhage
which has produced symptoms of congestion towards the head,
that hallucinations have been produced at the moment of sleep.

10. The influence of the transition from waking to sleeping
in the production of hallucinations, proves that at least in cer-

*Fénn:n Ewiiu 24 Mai, 1842, Mémoires de 1’ Académie Royale de Médecine,
t. xu. p. 476.

T This fact has already been noticed by Meister, in his Lettre sur 1I'Ima-
gination,
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g0 closely allied to that of hallucinations, as to need only a sum-
mary notice. The series of phenomena (called sensorial and in-
tellectual) of hallucinations will bear the same explanation. The
essential characteristic is the transformation which external
objects, or those which exist out of the brain, undergo. A
stranger may be transformed into a friend, a relative, a hus-
band; or, a woman may become a man. The persons of their
fellow-patients are altered to those of other individuals. One
person, on looking at himself in a mirror, was so strongly agi-
tated that he rushed on his keeper and stabbed him with a knife.
A descendant of the great Reformer, whom we attended, uttered
a cry of horror; she had just seen her son in the glass, fright-
fully altered; this illusion was caused by the sight of herself.
King Theodoric experienced the most bitter remorse at the
sight of a fish that was served at table, which appeared to him
to be the head of the Senator Symmachus, whom he had con-
demned to death.

The greatest variety of symptoms are produced by illusions ;
thus, some persons believe they have the head of a bird or a
horse, or an extremely long nose, or one which keeps constantly
lengthening, or a body made of wax; others are persuaded that
they increase or shrink, or fly through air. Many declare
themselves changed into dogs, cats, wolves, and devils. The
British Ieview mentions the case of a man who believed he was
changed into a teapot. Van Beerle, convinced that he was made
of butter, refused to approach the fire, lest he should melt, and
the idea caused him to throw himself into a well.

A stone, a tree, a piece of tapestry are metamorphosed into
frightful apparitions. The forest-trees people the country with
phantoms; clouds often become armies engaged in battle, or
angels, who come to console mortals. Spectres wander at night
amongst the tombs.

Illusions of hearing are no less frequent. The whistling of
the winds become sighs or menacing voices. The dash of the
waves bear with them the last cries of the shipwrecked mariners,
Bessus seized his sword and killed the swallows that made a nest
in his room. “See these birds,” said he, angrily, “they accuse
me of having killed my father!” of which crime, history informs
us, he was subsequently convicted.

Illusions of touch are no less remarkable than those of the
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mouth is dry and arid, and they reject nourishment under the
impression that they are going to be poisoned.

We have now analyzed, with the greatest possible care, the
physiological phenomena of hallucination ; it remains to glance
on its intellectual mechanism, and on the conditions most favor-
able for its production.

Esquirol, swayed by the sensual philosophy in the midst of
which he was educated, saw in hallucinations only recollections,
associated by the force of imagination. Ideas passing through
the senses, the brain could not imagine any sensible form the
model of which had not been previously recognized. §

‘It would take too long a time,” said M. de Chambre, “to
deduce here the theoretic motives or experiences which do not
permit us to recognize the limits imposed on the evolutions of
thought, even in delirium. We will content ourselves with one
reservation, convinced as we are that the imagination of the
hal!ucinated frequently oversteps the circlet of memory to act
on its own account.” 3

M. Baillarger, who has carefully studied the conditions favor-
able to the production of hallucinations (psycho-sensorial), has
placed them under three principal heads :—

1st. The involuntary exercise of memory and imagination ;
2d. Suspension of external impressions :
3d. Internal excitation of the sensorial organs.

As we have discussed in another chapter the value of the
opinion of this author on the slackening of attention as very
much adapted to the production of hallucinations, we will not
repeat it. It is sufficient to recollect that if in reverie, aliena-
tion, the intermediate state between waking and sleeping, and the
state of melancholy with stupor, many facts lean to support this
theory, yet there are others, equally conclusive, which place be-
yond doubt the influence of will and attention in the development
of hallucinations. Thus we persist in saying that this pheno-
menon may occur in the highest degree of meditation, when it
18, 80 to speak, the perfection of a fixed idea. This point ap-
pears to us undeniable, as instanced in many celebrated persons,
who could reproduce hallucinations at will. It is also the opin-
ion of Burdach, who says: “Visions may occur during the day,
when the mind is concentrated on one idea and detached from
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hallucinations, we must draw attention to a disposition of mind
to which the name of Aallucinatory condition has been given, and
which, independently of hallucinations, is characterized : 1st.
By loss of consciousness of time, place, and surrounding objects;
2d. By an entirely involuntary exercise of memory and imagina-
tion. This is the aparte of Esquirol, which is likewise observed
in the most rational men who are absorbed by some deep medi-
tation.* The involuntary exercise of the faculties does not only
accompany hallucinations, it often precedes them; forming, as it
were, their precursor. The state of hallucination is of variable
duration; it may last for several hours, or only for a few
seconds. :

Recaprrunation.—The physiology of hallucinations offers
great difficulties, for which reason they have been considered
inseparable from insanity. Hallucination has been described by
several authors as composed of two elements, psychical and sen-
sorial; the fact appears unfavorable to the theory of the interven-
tion of the senses. The sensorial action appealed to by Burdach
and Miiller, is no more real than is the cerebral pain belonging
to a long amputated member. If sensation exists in the organ,
how can hallucination of the blind and deaf be explained ! If
even the phenomenon passes solely in a certain portion of the
brain, it cannot, for that reason, have any need of the sensorial
organ.

But even if we reject the intervention of the senses, the divi-
sion of hallucinations into psycho-sensorial and psychical is no
less useful in the classification of the phenomena. The degree
of intensity appears to us the best illustration of this classi-
fication.

This decomposition of the elements of hallucination naturally
leads to the study of the intellectual and sensorial phenomena.
Amongst the intellectual phenomena of hallucinations of hear-
ing, the frequency of which places them in the foremost rank,
we must range different kinds of noises, the repetition of some
particular word or words, the reproduction of the habitual pre-
occupation of mind in the individual. Even when hallucinations
present some extraordinary feature, they may be traced to read-
ing, conversation, and recollections. There are, however, a

* Des Maladies Mentales, Paris, 1838,
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are the double hallucinations (hallucinations dédoublées) of Mr.

Michéa.
Hallucinations of hearing, instead of being external, become

internal.

The loss of the senses is no obstacle to the manifestation of
hallucinations.

Hallucinations of sight are very usual with persons of sound
mind, whilst those of hearing are much more commoén with the
deranged. ;

Amongst the intellectual phenomena of hallucinations of
sight, may be noticed the reproduction for a greater or less time
of an object always the same, which afterwards assumes a great
variety of changes. .

Halluecinations of sight have often an intimate relation with
actual preoccupation of mind ; at other times, they are the re-
production of vivid anterior sensations.

Hallucinations of sight are generally formed by the most
habitual ideas and occupations. In general, the image is entire,
but sometimes a part only is developed ; for example, half of
a body, a head, or an eye. It is probable that this difference
in the representative sign depends on the mode of conception.
Thus, when an idea has caused a deep impression, the image is
reproduced entire, whilst the individual sees it imperfectly, or
mistily, when the impression has been weak. Perhaps to this
cause may be attributed the manner in which a number of the
deranged speak of their hallucinations; they have said, they
have insulted me, and no other explanation can be obtained.

The sensorial phenomena of hallucinations of sight form a
more interesting study than those of hearing. From their
commencement, they have emotion, and varieties of size, and
form.

Hallucinations, in general, appear suddenly ; they may dis-
appear in like manner, remain a certain time, or decrease gra-
dually. In some cases, hallucinations are developed at the same
time with derangement, and cease with it.

Hallucinations occur generally in the night, or, at least, have
more intensity at that period. They are also frequently noticed
during the day, and in numerous cases continue both night and
day. Closing the eyes often causes hallucinations to disappear;
in some circumstances, the contrary effect is produced.
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All men may have hallucinations, the most exalted as well as
the feeblest minds.

The influence of hallucinations may lead to very serious
results.

Circulatory and digestive functions, sleep and the secretions,
evince alterations.

Certain periods are more favorable to the production of hal-
lucinations; such as the transition from sleep to waking, and
from waking to sleep, evening, and night. Many hallucinations
occur indifferently, however, by night or day.

In the hallucinations of dreams, all the false sensations may
be felt which are observed in waking.

The labor of thought may be continued in dreams, which
explains many curious cases which have been described.

The accounts given by sorcerers of the mysteries of the Sab-
bath, were only hallucinations occurring in dreams.

One peculiarity noticed in some deranged persons is, that
their conduct during the day is guided by the false sensorial
impressions of the night.

The hallucinations of somnambulism offer a great resemblance
to those of dreams; they may also occasion very reprehensible
acts.

Illusions may exhibit all the sensorial and intellectual pheno-
mena of hallucinations, which they frequently accompany; their
essential characteristic is the transformation of external bodies,
into fanciful conceptions. Deranged persons may also believe
themselves to be the metamorphosed object.

To hallucinations of touch may be ascribed the false sexual
impressions of many of the insane, incubes and succubes, and
all cases of this character with which the history of the Middle
Ages teems.

The intellectnal mechanism of hallucinations may not be
restricted to recollections associated by imagination; nothing,
in fact, proves that this last faculty does not often overstep the
circlet of memory to act on its own foundation.

Three conditions appear to exert a great influence on the
production of hallucinations; the involuntary exercise of me-
mory and imagination, the suspension of external impressions,
and the internal excitation of the sensorial organs. Relaxation
of the mind, without doubt, favors the production of hallucina-
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to the questions asked; but there was a wildness in his look,
and he soon endeavored to get free. (Sulphate of quinia.) No
febrile symptoms.

On the 5th, the violent delirium ceased ; but he still saw
visions; from this time he saunk, his features fell, he became
pale and thin, and refused to eat. On the 11th he had vomit-
ings, which nothing could check ; neither draughts, nor a blister
on the epigastrium. On the 16th, the patient expired, at four
in the morning.

Autopsy on the 1Tth, 30 hours after death.—Head. The me-
ninges, and particularly the pia mater, are injected, but are
easily separated ; they have not contracted any adherence to
the cortical substance. This, carefully examined, presents
neither injection nor change of texture; the convolutions are
in a normal state. There is no serosity in the ventricles. The
cerebellum has its natural consistence and color. The olfactory
and anditory nerves require no notice. No serosity in the base.
The surface of the stomach on a grayish base presents a very
slight injection ; it is universally mammillated, with the exception
of the great cul-de-sac.

A slight arborescent injection is observable in the duodenum.
The liver very large. The wound on the head healed; the bone
uninjured.

This case of hallucination, as simple as possible, does not pre-
sent any anatomical lesion which can account for the disorder
of the sensations, unless, indeed, we consider the injection of
the meninges as a cause. It is, however, worthy of note that,
for seven years, the patient had been subject to these visions,
and that during this lapse of time an alteration could easily
have been developed.

This is not the only autopsy of the hallucinated which we
have made; in some cases we have discovered nothing; in
others, we have noticed injections, several times alterations in
the meninges and the cerebral substance; but, even in these
cases, it has been impossible for us to discern the connection
between the lesion and the disordered sensations experienced
during life.

This opinion is that of the immense majority of physicians
who have devoted years to the study of autopsical researches.
M. Lélut does not admit of any anatomical lesion in hallucina-
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sleep, and ‘wice versa, has an influence on the production of
hallucinations.

Evening, darkness, and night favor the return of hallucina-
tions, or augment their intensity. It is, in general, at night
that the hallucinated are agitated, speak, sing, dispute, and
shriek.

The form of insanity exercises an influence on the progress
of hallucinations. Their type presents differences, according
to which they exist with certain varieties of monomania, with
mania and dementia. Sometimes even the type may disappear,
masked by the alienation.

Intermittence has often been observed in hallucinations, and
their suspension characterized by considerable lucid intervals.

The seasons have not offered any effect worthy of note.

Hallucinations having been constant, may become remittent
or intermittent. Thus, it happens that an insane person is
tormented night and day by a vision or a voice. After awhile
these phenomena cease by day, and only occur at night. With

- many, the exacerbation is more powerful night and morning.

At other times, hallucinations, having been intermittent and

© remittent, become constant.

Periodical returns have been proved in some cases, without
more explanation being possible than is given to fevers.

The duration of hallucinations presents great variety; we
have seen some disappear in a few hours, and others last for
years, Their duration is often long when attached to chronic
insanity.

When hallucination is manifested suddenly with insanity, it
may quickly cease. A young lady became suddenly deranged
in consequence of a disappointment in love; she thought her
lover was near to her, and spoke to him constantly. In three
days she became aware of her mistake. A man habituated to
drinking was seized with furious delirium, and endeavored to
kill two men who were on the top of the wall menacing him. Ten
days afterwards he acknowledged that he had been ecrazy, but
coolly affirmed his conviction that the two men had been in
his room. In a month afterwards, he allowed that he had
been strangely deceived. Hallucination® may last but a few
hours. A young man, seized with one of those sudden frenzies
which a shock or change of place suffices to cure, said, on en-
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hallucinations of sight and hearing. This opinjon presents
greater force when the person stops, is angry and furious because
the voices insult him, or is constantly moving about to avoid
their menaces. The refusal of food under pretext that it is
poisoned, the fear of entering a room because men are concealed
there, the action of looking under beds, up the chimney, and
disarranging all the bedclothes to seek for them, are so many
proofs of disease. Finally, letters, memoranda, and notes dis-
pel all doubts; for, howsoever plausible the reasons alleged may
be in his favor, insanity will soon betray itself in these. This
examination is no less useful in medico-legal estimates, when the
individual is suspected of simulating madness.

We have endeavored, in the eourse of this work, to prove that
dreams, somnambulism, and ecstasy had numerous points of
resemblance with hallucinations, but we have never professed
that they were identical ; this distinction is important, and we
invite attention to it. Their different characteristics have been
described.  Thus, nocturnal hallucinations could not be con-
founded with dreams, inasmuch as they make a deep impression
on the mind, and remain clearly engraven on the memory.
“With the dreamér,” says Esquirol, “waking ideas are con-
tinued during sleep, whilst the hallucinist completes (I should
prefer fo say continues) his dream when almost entirely awake.
Hallucinists differ from somnambulists in this respect, that in
the greater number of cases they retain a faithful remembrance
of their sensations, whilst somnambulists recollect nothing. This
is, however, not so constant a fact as has been stated; we have
mentioned proofs to the contrary.

The nature of ecstasy is not that of hallucination, but they
follow each other as the shadow follows the substance. In
ecstasy, the nervous influence is concentrated on a single point ;
and all the functions, excepting imagination, ave suspended.
In the hallucinated, on the contrary, all the functions are accom-
plished ; the angmented action of the centre of sensibility is
sufficient.* These differences do not strike us to be so decided
as some pretend ; for it appears to us that the hallucinated per-

gon 18 under the influence of strong preoccupation, and that his
imagination is also in action,

* Monneret and Fleary, Compendium de Médecine Pratique, art. Folie.
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and pathognomonic, which, to our minds, irrevocably settles the
question of the inutility of an external impression in hallucina-
tion; whilst in illusion it is indispensable. There can be mno
illusion, without an image; whilst the blind and deaf have hal-
lucinations. We might add that the conduct of the hallucinated
may be consistent with reason, and that the false sensation may
long exist unperceived, whilst illusion will not escape notice,
and will finally place any one exhibiting its symptoms amongst
the insane.

The form of alienation may render its diagnosis uncertain,
Thus, with maniacs, it is sometimes impossible to recognize the
kind of hallucination, or to distinguish it from illusion, because
the sensations of the patient are all internal., His actions can
alone guide the judgment of the physician.

Prognosis.—Hallucinations are regarded as a very unfavor-
able sign in insanity; those which are material and simple
offer, it is said, a less chance of cure than those which arise as
a symptom of another form of delirium. These general prinei-
ples require some development. Solitary hallucinations, which
appear suddenly in individuals who have no sign of insanity,
are quickly cured; so it is with those consequent on the abuse
of strong drink; they cease with the cause. Hallucinations
dependent on a febrile state without mental alienation, pass
away with the disease. Hallucinations occasioned by narcotic
substances, are dispelled when the action of the substance
* ceases.

The prognosis differs with mental diseases.. In active and
recent monomania, the hallucinations have but slight influence;
it is not so in melancholy monomania, especially if characterized
by the idea of a bad action, the fear of damnation, or any cause
of alarm; they add to the evil, and often provoke to suicide.

The hallucinations of mania may be rendered dangerous by
the resolutions which they induce, often driving the alienated to
inconsiderate acts; so that a maniae, hearing a voice calling to
him from the street, may throw himsclf out of the window.
There is no doubt that suicide, in this kind of madness, has
often been caused by hallucinations; and when combined with
illusion, as is often the case, the madman may become a homicide.
At other times, he gives way to transports of blind rage; tears,
destroys, and knocks down any one who opposes him ; because he
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The prolonged duration of hallucinations produces besides a
psychological phenomenon which accounts for the difficulty of
their cure. In fact, hallucinations having been fixed and dis-
tinet for years, tends, by the constant repetition of the same
act, to become confused and volatile, and to transform itself into
another, or even to pass into a state of general hallucination.

A simple hallucination is more readily cured than when it is
combined with others. If an hallucination of all the senses
occurs from the commencement, the prognosis is serious, because
it announces a deep and intense cerebral disorder.

When the hallucinated are comscious of the falsity of their
impressions, the prognosis is unimportant ; the remark applies
equally to these who, in giving credence to their hallucinations,
do not act under their influence ; but when hallucinations are
prolonged, and above all exist in individuals predisposed to
madness, or of weak, superstitious, and ignorant minds, they are
frequently of extreme tenacity.

Hallucinations observable in hypochondria and epilepsy in-
crease the severity of those diseases ; they are often dangerous
in epilepsy, by the actions to which they excite the patient.
Hallucinations combined with illusions of taste, touch, and
smell are often very obstinate, particularly when the patients
think that their food is poisoned, and that their death is being
compassed by pestilential odors, ete.

RecarrrvrarioN.— Progress and duration. Hallucinations
may be remittent, irsegular, diurnal, nocturnal, intermittent, or
periodical. They are more rarely constant.

Different causes may diminish the intensity of hallucinations,
or even suspend them.

The progress of hallucinations vary, according to the form or
character of the madness. The same occurs with the type.

The duration of hallucinations is very variable; some last
only a few hours—others during a whole lifetime.

The forms of insanity influence their duration.

Diagnosis.—The difficulty of the diagnosis exists when the
individuals keep silence.

In a doubtful case, the conversations, actions, and writings
must be examined.

The characteristics of nocturnal hallucinations, somnambu-
lism and ecstasy, differ from hallucinations,
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passion of pride, the origin of much insanity, it was needful
that the treatment of the physician of Bicttre should be con-
siderably modified.

With this reservation, we are amongst the first to say that
this method is destined to be of signal service, and that we shall
have recourse to it whenever we consider it available.

In studying the causes of hallucinations, it was easy to per-
ceive that they demanded more attention, and more active
means, than had hitherto been applied.

The treatment of the symptom must not be disdained, and
there are few diseases in which it is not often the sole resource
of the practitioner. |

The treatment of hallucinations is not, however, so entirely
negative as Leuret has endeavored to maintain -in his work.
Certainly, there exist neither rules, systems, nor doctrine; but,
in carefully looking over works on mental alienation, we find
many cases of hallucinations to have been cured by physical
and moral means. These facts, confirmed by practice, the study
of causes and of symptoms, lead us, without farther preamble,
to propose two divisions of treatment, the first comprising
physical, the second moral means.

Before we enter on the developments belonging to the sub-
jeet, we must speak of the place in which the treatment should
be pursued. Must the hallucinated be isolated ? Can they be
treated at their own homes? By Leuret’s method sequestration
is evidently necessary. In order to oblige a patient to acknow-
ledge himself wrong, it is indispensable for him to understand
that some one has authority over him, and that he is not master
of his will; without these conditions, obedience is impossible.
The species of hallucination, its long standing, and its compli-
cations also establish important differences. Is the necessity of
isolation always indicated ? This is the first question, to which
we will reply by examples.

Case CLI. An English navy officer having devoted himself
ardently to telescopic observations, imagined he had made
remarkable discoveries in the sun. Amongst other strange
assertions, he solemnly declared that, at the time of Napoleon's
abdication, in 1814, he had seen the figure of the Emperor in
that planet; that on the following day he had again seen it, but

transformed into a skeleton. On the third day, the figure was
a0
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Case CLIL. We were consulted some years since by a young
lady artist, whose husband had very short epileptic attacks,
which were immediately followed by mental alienation. He
believed himself surrounded by menacing figures, and flames,
and said that he saw spirits. In one of these paroxysms, he
seized his wife by the throat and would have strangled her, but
she escaped. At another time, he asked for a poniard to
ilestroy the enemies whom he believed surrounded him,

It is easy to conceive the alarm which these two attacks occa-
sioned the young wife. ‘I can no longer endure,” she said, “such
astate of life. My sleep is disturbed by frightful dreams; every
instant I seem tofeel the shocks which precede those paroxysms.
I study his slightest movements; it oceupies my whole attention;
my powers are paralyzed, my voice is weakened, I can no longer
follow my profession. Come, sir, to my aid! do not abandon
me in so cruel a position ; in the name of Heaven, have pity on
my fate!” The agitation of the lady, the tone of her voice,
and the expression of her eyes, spoke more than words could
do.

On the other hand, the husband, having recovered himself,
exhibited no sign of derangement in his faculties; his conversa-
tion was sensible; he knew that he had been deceived by illu-
gions. ‘When I suffer thus,” he added, “it appears as if my
ideas are confused ; my head becomes a chaos in which I can
distinguish nothing.”

Young, fond of his wife, and not considering his indisposition
dangerous, he was placed in a difficult situation, and his medical
adviser no less so.

It was evident that the kind of disease with which this young
man was afflicted was most serious, for experience has but too
often proved what catastrophes have arisen from mad and hal-
lucinated epileptics. The moral condition of the woman required
consideration ; in fact, a few degrees farther would bring suicide
or madness. Isolation, then, was indispensable; I advised it;
but taking into consideration the brevity of his attacks, and his
rapid return to reason, I did not think it necessary to recom-
mend a private retreat. I engaged his friends to point out to
him the necessity of a separation of some months from his wife,
and to take an oath to that effect, which plan was carried out.

With our laws, sequestration was, in this case, impossible ;
and yet what reliance could be placed on the word of a man
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His excitement was so great that we were obliged to put on him
the strait waisteoat.” I had his head shaved, put thirty leeches
on the sagittal suture, and on the following day he was placed
in the bath. In twodays his symptoms were much ameliorated.
To these means were added purgatives, alternately with baths.
In eight days from his admission to the house, he had entirely
recovered the use of his intellectual faculties.

In the article Hypochondria, we have stated the case of a
German professor, who imagined himself to be under magnetic
influence, and believed that a magnetizer was lodged within him.
To divert his ideas, and at the_same time to relieve the pains of
which he complained in the abdomen and stomach, I placed two
large blisters on his legs. His countenance, which had been
very sad, soon assumed a more cheerful expression; he ceased
to speak of his false sensations; and the distraction caused by
intellectual employment completed his cure.

One of our patients was persuaded that several men had en-
tered his room with evil intentions towards him. Full of rage
at this idea, he endeavored to provoke them, and applied to
them the most disgraceful epithets; as they continued to jeer at
him, he called loudly for a knife to kill his persecutors. The
treatment consisted in purgatives and baths; and in one month
from his entrance he was restored in health to his family.

Mademoiselle C. lost her senses owing to a disappointment
in love ; she fancied her lover was constantly by her side; per-
ceived him in heaven, in the clouds, called him by the tenderest
names ; she addressed him and he replied to her. This young
lady was taken daily to the bath, where she remained four, five,
and six hours, receiving the water on her head by means of con-
tinued irrigation; on the fourth day the hallucinations ceased,
and in one week she was perfectly cured.

Sanguine emissions are at times nseful, but must not be used
too prodigally ; without referring to the serious results men-
tioned by Pinel, and the truth of which can be attested by all
physicians of the insane, experience proves that a patient may
be bled even to syncope, without any change being effected in
the ideas.

Case CLIV. A medical doctor had hallucinations of sight
and hearing. He entreated Esquirol to bleed him. The physi-
cian of Charenton long resisted, but vanquished finally by his
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An emetic, or a purgative, may sometimes cause the cessa-
tion of hallucinations. The use of baths, or of the douche,
deserves special mention. Under Leuret's practice, the douche
has more than once obliged the patient to recognize the fallacy
of his ideas. Other practitioners have not been so fortunate.
Sometimes even the patients have acknowledged all that was
required of them, in order to escape what they -called the
punishment of the douche. m

This means offers, however, useful resources, but it must be
carefully regulated. If the hallucination be recent, and the
character of the patient timid and fearful, the impression caused
by a column of water may instantly change the current of his
ideas. When persuasion, kindness, and raillery have failed in
effecting this in a patient, whose position in life has accustomed
him to the exercise of his own will, the douche, prescribed and
executed with a great show of preparation, has, in some cases,
succeeded. The probabilities would be fewer with a person of
strong will and energy, especially if the hallucinations were of
long standing. It would be the same in a case complicated with
nsanity, particularly if the monomania were of a gloomy charac-
ter with a tendency to suicide. The hallucinations of mania,
dementia, and general paralysis will rarely be alleviated by the
douche. In one class of cases, the douche, far from ameliorat-
ing, would aggravate the symptoms.

For the douche, we have substituted continued irrigation.
The water falls for hours together in a thin streamlet, or through
small perforations, on to the head of the patient in the bath,
The effect produced by this continual aspersion is, first, to keep
up a constantly fresh temperament on the congested organ,
without occasioning the symptoms caused by ice. And, secondly,
it harasses the patient, who often asks to be released.

We have observed the same effects from continued irrigation
that others have noticed from the douche. After some hours of
this treatment, these patients have entreated to be taken from
the bath, admitting that they had talked nonsense before, but
were now entirely cured.

Case CLVL "A lady, hallucinated after her confinement,
imagined that she saw a large figure in white which accompanied
her everywhere. Her medical attendant recommended the
application of leeches on the neck and the use of baths. But
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tions more or less deplorable. Seven were cured, three expe-
vienced only a transient amelioration. The cures were obtained
in four, seven days, and one month, with moderate doses of
extract of clarified sugar of stramonium, one decigramme night
and morning ; for five, eight, or fifteen days, by increased doses,
3 decigrammes in a potion, taking a spoonful every hour ; in
twenty-four hours, for very powerful doses, 1 decigramme of
extract, administered hourly, until physiological effects were
observed.

According to the author, they generally appear after the
administration of 3 decigrammes. The use of datura in a
large dose requires extreme caution. The patient must not be
lost sight of for a moment, in order that the effect of the remedy
may be watched and the symptoms combated, if they threaten
to overpass normal limits.*

From the precautions required, it is evident that such a
medicament cannot be used without great circumspection.
There is, moreover, a serious objection to it, which is, that it
has not realized the same fortunate results in the practice of
other physicians which it did in that of M. Morean. In this
case, the suspension of hallucinations appears to us to depend
also on the action of the medicament. In experiencing the
more or less varied symptoms which it causes on the economy,
the hallucinated person feels himself drawn into another train
of ideas; the tingling in the ears, the buzzings, the nausea, the
vertigoes and faintings, occasioned by the datura, surprise,
astonish, and oblige him to reflect, and for a moment the false
sensation is forgotten. _

The selection of cases which we make is of no minor im-
portance ; for if, in the example we are about to give, the medi-
cament had been hastily administered, a cure would have been
attributed to it, due only to the efforts of nature.

Case CLVII. A. lost his wife, who died a vietim to his ill-
usage. He became sombre and morose ; and suddenly in the
night experienced hallucinations. He saw moving corpses and
hideous phantoms, who came down in procession from the ceil-
ing, and, one after the other, pulled him by the feet ; at other
times he was transported to the borders of the sea, heard the

* Journal des Connaissances Médicales Pratiques, Fev., 1842, p. 134,
Analyse de M. Bouchardat.
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The hallucinations of A. were primary and complicated, with
a very slight intellectual disturbance; in a word, the case was
one in which the datura stramonium would do wonders. This
remedy was about to be tested, when M. Aubanel, in his dis-
trust of the specifie, put off the administration of the first doses
for a few days; in the interval, it happened that the organism
brought its own grand resources into play, and the cure’ was
effected in a very short time without the intervention of any
therapeutic agent. Do we not see the same thing occur in
many analogous cases ¥ -

Some years since, M. Mettevié conceived the notion of attack-
ing hallucinations by electricity. He effected two or three cures
by inserting needles in the membrane of the tympanum. This
very painful method was, however, so difficult that he discon-
tinued his attempts.

M. Baillarger also experimented on electricity; he made the
first essay on himself, and saw a number of bluish flashes pass
before his eyes; the sensation affected him very painfully. As
the puncturing of the membrane of the tympanum might occa-
sion serious mischief, he invented a little apparatus, intended
only to rest on the membrane. M. Baillarger believes that this
means acts, by producing a diversion of ideas, more or less
powerful, and that it is only in this manner that it can be useful.

Medicaments occasionally succeed in the cure of hallucina-
tions, not by their therapeutic effects, but by breaking the chain
of ideas in the patient.

Case CLVIIL A student of Berlin having always enjoyed
good health, returned home one night in great alarm, and, with
pallid countenance and bewildered looks, announced that he was
to die in thirty-six hours. He went to bed, sent for a minister,
and wrote his will. Symptoms, apparently so serious, alarmed
his comrades; Hufeland was called in; his reasonings were una-
vailing. This celebrated physician prescribed a powerful dose of
opium, which threw the youth into a profound sleep, lasting far
beyond the fatal term. On awaking, the date of the day and
hour being proved to the student, he found that he had been the
dupe of his imagination; his mind became calmed, his fears
dissipated, and he returned to his usual gayety. The young

* M. Estre, Observations recueillées dans le service de M, Aubanel, Jour
nal I"Esculape, 1842,
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If we take into consideration the immense part that ideas
oceupy in the production of hallucinations, we shall readily
understand that to them we must have recourse for the cure of
the false sensation which is the torment of the hallueinated.

Shall we be contented to give diet, drinks, purgatives, and
medicaments to this man, who imagines himself a teapot; or to
that other one, who thinks his head has been turned round?
Could we conquer by a bath, or a sanguine emission, the con-
vietion of that hallucinated man, who asserts, in gloomy despair,
that he is everywhere followed by his Double, who plays him
the most treacherous tricks, ruins, dishonors, and will infallibly
lead him to the tomb? What remedy would be sufficiently
energetic to chase away the phantom which an unhappy be-
ing has ever before him, especially if the hallucination is caused
by remorse of conscience? Will the douche always succeed in
conquering the obstinacy of that melancholy man, who would die
of hunger, rather than eat the food he fancies to be poisoned,
or who is destroyed by pestilential odors ?

Facts exist to show that if, in some cases, the remedy dis-
perses these strange ideas, it more generally only combats the
symptoms of excitation, and leaves the chimeras in all their
force. '

A lady whom we attended, endeavored to destroy herself in
order to escape the pursuit of an imaginary enemy, who quitted
her neither night nor day. We conjectured that the periods
were irregular, and bled her in the foot. On the following
morning, she was quite an altered being; all the distressing
symptoms had ceased; and she spoke of the falsity of the
sensations she had experienced. In a few days she was restored
to her family.

But by the side of this case we must place that of the phy-
sician mentioned by Esquirel, and, unfortunately, such are the
most numerous.  After a judicious therapeutic medication, calm
13 re-established, and the patient conforms to the customs of the
hounse; the hallucination has not changed, but he speaks less
of it. It is then that the physician must use all the resources
of his mind to attack the idea, to weaken and eradicate it, now
by direct, now by indirect methods, but always by a happy
mixture of kindness and firmness.

These precepts we will now apply to particular cases.
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prised by the violence and suddenness of the maniac howlings.
I have known several ladies who were mno sooner under the
influence of this singular affection, than they commenced running
with all speed, to take refuge in some lonely spot, where they
would not be noticed. They have afterwards told me that they
obeyed an irresistible impulse, and felt no relief until they had
uttered their shrieks.* There is evidently a choraic influence
in this symptom. 4

Madlle. Claire shunned me, because, whilst I evinced much
interest in her, I likewise rallied her on her singular ideas:
“ How is it possible,”” I would say, *that a lady of your good
sense can imagine she sees the devil, and that in the nine-
teenth century "’ . ¢ You are, then, an unbeliever 7"’ “ O no! I
believe ; but not in your idea.”” I would then leave her, after
having endeavored to excite some doubts in her mind.

At other times I would content myself with saying:  All my
arguments are useless, I cannot convince you; but doetors who
attend the insane have long known, that to try and convince a
madman, is to be as mad as he.” “DBut I am not mad.”” She
would then follow me to prove the reality of her sensations. I
would laungh, but say nothing more. * Sometimes I exclaimed
against her pretence of having committed so many crimes. It
is either pride, or madness.” She then made attempts to per-
guade me that she was in her rigcht mind. T listened or took no
notice of her, according to the mood in which she might be.

To counteract her physical excitement, I gave her baths and
refreshing drinks. .The hallucinations tormented her unceas-
ingly, although she forbore to speak to me of them for fear of
my ridicule. One evening she was with my little daughter, ten
years of age: “ Do you not see the flames that come out of my
mouth?” she exclaimed ; * they surround me, I am lost!” My
child having laughingly replied: “What you say is very fool-
igh ;" she laughed also; and from that time gpoke no more of
flames.

Madlle. Claire had some moments of relief, but the hallucina-
tions would seem to return with increased force, particularly in
the night, when she would cry out: ‘I am lost; I am damned.”

* A Brierre de Boismont, De I'Imitation da Cri des Animaux dans
plusicars affections nerveuses, Gaz, Méd, 8 Sept,, 1849,
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but the consequences. The physical agents were but few, for,
with the exception of some baths and a blister, it was impossible
to persuade her to take any medicaments. Her dry and nervous
constitution made us reject bleeding. Probably, these remedies
had some effect; but we are firmly convinced that the moral
treatment which we perseveringly carried out during several
months contributed mainly to the re-establishment of her reason.

We have selected this case from many others, because we
cannot in a history of hallucinations accumulate facts as we
might in a special pamphlet, and this one appears sufficient to
make our method apparent.

An unexpected event, or a sudden comparison of what is,
with what is believed to be, suffices, under some circumstances,
to cause the cessation of hallucinations.

The prefect of the empire, whose case we have given in de-
tail, exclaimed, on seeing the Cossacks in the Jardin des Plantes:
“Enough, I am cured!” Another patient of Esquircl awaited
the speedy advent of the Messiah. After a long conversation
with that physician, she gave a written agreement that she
would acknowledge herself to be mad, if the Messiah did not

come on the 25th of March. On the day appointed, the Mes-

‘siah did not appear; the patient yielded with a good grace,
resumed her former habits, and, in a very short time, her
reason was restored.

Case CLX. A lady, having become melancholy after giving
birth to a child, struggled long between reason and insanity,
and, finally, eoncluded that she had committed a capital crime,
which infamy had caused the death of her husband, whose
spirit haunted her. Every evening she would sit at the window
and gaze at a white post, which appeared to her as the ghost of
- her husband. Several weeks having passed in this manner,
without any amelioration, her husband resolved on seeing her,
for, although he was told that sequestration was an essential
means towards recovery, he conjectured, with much reason, that
the best method of proving his existence, was to appear before
her.

It was in vain for the physicians to object that his wife
would look upon him as a ghost; his importunity was irresist-
ible. The results of the visit, as communicated by the husband,
were wonderful. “So soon,” said he, “as I entered the dining-
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never evinced any symptoms of insanity, until, fifteen days prior
to his admission into Bicétre, his sleep began to be disturbed.
It was then that he experienced hallucinations. He believed
himself to be pursued by spies; the voices which he heard
called him spy. At the same time, he took if into his head that
the master carpenter had spoken of buying for him a wine store,
which was alongside the yard in which he worked.

He betrayed no agitation on his entrance into the asylum,
but related that for a month past he had been subjected to many
torments and persecations. Three persons especially persevered
in annoying him, the wine merchant amongst the number, who
treated him as a spy and a thief. A violent dispute arose on
the subject, and the patient demanded 500 francs damages.
He also spoke of the proprietor, who had made him many pro-
mises. This man, he said, liked him much, and his wife gave
him a thousand encouragements every hour in the day. A.
often heard the voices of his enemies speaking to him ; more-
over, he imagined himself very rich, and that he had command
of everything of the most beautiful kind.

The treatment administered to him for some time consisted in
cupping on the nape of the neck, baths with affusion, foot-baths,
and lemonade. He was afterwards required to work, but he
obstinately refused.

On several douches being administered, he promised to go to
work, but the promise was almost immediately forgotten. Indeed,
he tired out the patience of M. Ferrus. He slept nearly the
whole of the day, either in the yard, or by the side of his bed,
eontinuing very calm, and never speaking of his insanity.

On the 12th September, Leuret, who had undertaken him,
inquired if he was willing to work; he refused, alleging bodily
weakness as an excuse, and saying that, after all, he could not
be detained long at Bicltre; that he would soon be released,
and would work at his trade as soon as he was restored to liberty.
He complained, besides, that he was subjected to the tricks of a
number of persons who gave him no peace night or day, and
entirely prevented his having an instant of rest.

A. was immediately taken to the bath and placed under
the doudhe; when Leuret questiened him on all that had occur-
red since his entrance into Bicétre.

“For six months I have studied things here of which I was
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it may be so; but I know what I have seen and heard. After
what you say, then, there is no hope of my leaving this place ?”’

“You shall leave it, but upon one condition j listen attentively
to what I am about to say. You will only leave it when you
are no longer mad, and I will tell you what you must do to
be so no longer. You must look neither at the sun nor at the
stars; you must not believe that there are vaults under your
bed, because it is not so ; neither do you hear voices, nor are
any persons there. DMoreover, you must never refuse to work,
whatever you are ordered to do. If you wish me to be pleased
with you, you must obey, because I only ask what is reasonable.
Will you promise neither to think nor speak any more of these
follies?”

“If you wish me to speak of them no more, because you say
they are follies, I will not.”

*Will you promise me not to think of them ?”

The patient hesitated considerably, but the point being per-
sisted on, he replied :—

¢ No sir, I will not think any more of them."

“Will you promise me to work every day when you are
ordered "

I have a trade; I want to go out to work at it.”

“I have told you on what conditions you can go and work at
your trade. Now, I ask you if you agree to work?”

The patient was obstinate.

“As you have often broken your word on this point, and your
promises are not to be relied on, you shall receive the douche,
and it will be continued every day, until you come, of your own
accord, to ask for work; and until you own, also, of your own
accord, that all the things you have said are nonsense.”

The douche was administered, and was so painful that he soon
gave in.

“You wish me to go and work; I will go. You desire me to
think no more of what I have said, because they are fancies; I
agree. If any one talks to me about it, I shall say it is not
true, that I only had fancies in my head.”

“Will you go and work to-day?”’—*“If I am forced to it, I
must."”

“Will youn go willingly ?"—¢T will go, if I am forced.”

“You should say, that you understand it is to your interest
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“The cure of A.,”" says Leuret, “was owing, doubtless, in
the first place, to the douche; and, secondly, to the care which
I took, whilst he was in the bath, to speak on all the subjects
connected with his insanity, and to make him give me rational
replies. . .. I was not contented so long as there was, or ap-
peared to be a mental reservation in his words. If I had been
contented with A.’s reply, I should have been at a disadvantage,
and, probably, not have succeeded. I was mot over delicate
towards his self-love; I obliged him to utter the word ‘mad,” in
order, if possible, to make the idea of madness and of his ma-
lady inseparable, by the use of a repulsive epithet.

“The bath treatment once over, I wished him to work, in
order that he might give me proof of acting like a rational man.

“T often spread traps for the insane, who, after the douche,
appear rational. I return to them, pretending to be sorry for
the remarks I made, and the distress I caused them, and, if
they are caught, I show them wherein they were deceived, in
order to put them constantly on their guard. As in this kind
of strife, my object was not to punish, but to cure, of course,
I was careful to proportion the stratagems I employed to the
degree of intellect of the patients whom I addressed.”’*

This very interesting case, the chief points of which we have
extracted, appears a powerful argument in favor of the opinion
we have elsewhere pronounced on the difficulty of applying the
treatment of Leuret, in all cases, to patients in private asylums.
Whatever talent the physician may possess who puts this system
into execution, we repeat to him that men of education, accus-
tomed to compare, to reflect, and to will, will not so readily
yield up their ideas, and that dreadful scenes might ensue on
telling them they were mad, especially in obliging them to
acknowledge it. That the hallucinated subject reasons falsely,
on one or two points is incontestable, but on the rest his judg-
ment is sound; would not this disposition of mind of which he
is eonscious contribute to strengthen his false sensations? The
world is full of men of imperfect judgment. Let them listen to
the most eloquent, persuasive, and logical orator, but who
offends their prejudices, and not one of their convictions will be

¥ Leuret, Da Traitement moral de la Folie, p. 186. Hallucinés, Traite-
ment des Hallucinations, 1 vol. 8vo. Paris, 1849,
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internal impressions, is most frequently but to imbitter his life
with fresh torments.’”’*

These objections do not influence Leuret, who, after refuting
them, adds: * If the recollection of the service you have ren-
dered the afflicted person does not dispel his resentment, be it
g0; let him hate you, so long as he is cured.”t

We will make but one observation, which is, that it is not
always without bad results that the insane person is made to ac-
knowledge his error.

Case CLXII. A man named Vinecent believed himself to be
so tall that it was impossible for him to pass through the door
of his room. His physician ordered that he should be taken
through by force. The order was executed, but the consequences
were fatal; for, in passing through, Vincent cried out that
they were crushing him, and breaking his bones, and the impres-
sion was so terrible that he died in a few days, reproaching his
keepers for being his murderers.}

Science has now admitted the conclusion that hallucinations
may be successfully treated. In this point we agree with
Leuret, but we differ as to the mode of execution. Whilst he
insists on his mode of treatment for the gemerality of cases,
which he calls moral revulsion (révulsion morale), we only think
it applicable to a certain number of cases, determined by the
social condition of the patients, their character, and the quality
of their delirium. Far from reducing the treatment of halluci-
nations to moral means only, we think it necessary sometimes
to have recourse to physical agents, sometimes to moral influ-
ence, and sometimes to a union of the two methods. By means
of this mixed treatment, in connection with the etiology and
symptomatology of hallucinations, numerous and durable success
will be obtained, which, without presenting the brilliant cures
referable to the method of Leuret, will, amongst practitioners,
offer the immense advantage of not encountering those nume-

* Balletin de ' Académie Royale de Médecine, Paris, 1839, t. iv. p. 83.
Report of M. Pariset on the Memoir of Dr. Blanche, entitled : “ Du danger
des riguenrs corporelles dans le traitement de la Folie, Paris, 1830.”—See, in
the biographieal notice which we have devoted to M, Leuret, Annal. Med,
Payeh., t. iii. pp. 512 and 520, 1851, our appreciation of his method.

T Learet, op. cit. p. 207.

} Marcus Donatus, Hist. Med. Var. lib. ii. cap. i.






TREATMENT OF HALLUCINATIONS. 493

weakness of convalescence. Hallucinations created by dark-
ness, terror, and imprisonment, cease with the exeiting causes.

The treatment required in sémple hallucinations, and in those
which are complicated with insanity being the express objects of
this book, we will observe that, when mental alienation prepon-
derates, against that must therapeutic means be employed. It
is only when the hallucination forms the striking characteristic
of monomania, that it may be successfully treated. In mania
and dementia, hallucinations only require physical treatment
when the physical health of the patient is deranged. Some-
times, however, mania is increased by hallucinations or illusions.
In this event, it should be discovered if light or noise does not
induce them. Should this be the case, the patient should be
placed in the dark, and care taken that no noise should be
around him. Anodynes are clearly indicated. Under other cir-
cumstances, the patient must, on the contrary, be placed in the
light. Bleeding may be found necessary, and relief will be the
result. :

Delirium tremens is often accompanied by hallucinations, fre-
quently of a very importunate character; solitude, baths, and
opium, remedies employed against mental diseases, equally
trinmph over hallucinations. This kind of delirium offers a prac-
tical fact, which should be generally known, namely, that cer-
tain individuals accustomed to the use of fermented liquor can-
not be deprived of it suddenly without distressing symptoms;
they should be allowed a moderate quantity of wine or brandy.

Drunkenness may occasion very strange hallucinations ; they
are commonly dispelled when the effects caused by fermented
liquors cease; if they persist, bleeding, a purgative, an emetic,
or an opiate, will usually free the individual from their presence.

Hallucinations caused by mnarcotic substances, require, under
most circumstances, therapeutic means. The treatment is evi-
dent when they have been occasioned by datura or belladonna,
ete. The medicaments used are those which belong to cases
of poisoning by those substances. When hallucinations are
caused by the use of haschisch or opium, nature must be left to
herself ; the symptoms will cease in a few hours, If the effects
of the opium be too much prolonged, appropriate antidotes must
be applied.

Nervous diseases, such as catalepsy, epilepsy, hysteria, hypo-
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acute delirium, and in those maladies which do not belong to
the different categories which we have enumerated, constitute
nothing special; it is almost always such as is proper to each
of these affections. The false sensations created by fever,
disappear with it. We recollect the case of a young man, of
sanguine temperament, who, being suddenly attacked with a
violent cephalalgia, with fever, saw shadows flying before him,
amongst which he chiefly distinguished that of a female in
white. At times he recognized the falseness of these sensations,
whilst at others he would address these fantastic personages,
and express his surprise at their appearance.

On the following day, these illusions had entirely passed
away. Sometimes, however, hallucinations persist after the
fever has ceased. In such a case bleeding is necessary, either
by leeches or cupping, with purgatives, and baths with cold
affusions ; and, in cases where they do not yield to these vari-
ous means, a blister might be successfully applied.

Intermittent fevers sometimes become complicated with hallu-
cinations, Should this symptom be prolonged in convalescence,
sulphate of quinia should be resorted to.

Hallucinations are frequently observed in typhus, and we have
remarked them also in some cases of typhoid fever.* They, in
general, disappear in proportion as strength returns. It may,
however, happen that the overthrow, which the nervous system
has received, prolongs them much beyond the ordinary time.
Tonics and a good hygienic regimen are extremely essential
under such cireumstances. With the re-establishment of health,
the errors of the senses cease.

A morbid condition of the digestive organs is sometimes an
occasion of hallucinations. The organs must then be examined,
which, in fact, should always be done when any derangement is
manifested in the economy; cooling and refreshing drinks, and
a dietetic regimen, are the only means required. Hallucination
may arise from the presence of some substance offensive to the
stomach. One of our brethren reported the case of a lady who
saw visions whenever she partook of coffee; here may be re-
peated the aphorism : Sublatd causd, tollitur effectus.

* See the work of M. Gaultier de Claubry, in which the identity of
typhus and typhoid fevers is powerfully sustained.
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»

In hallucinations with excitement, we have found great advan-
tage in the use of baths, prolonged six, eight, or ten hours,
with irrigation, according to the method employed in the treat-
ment of fractures.

A violent shock, physical or moral, has often been the means
of curing hallucinations.

Bleeding even to syncope in one case made the patient blind,
but did not cure him of his hallucinations.

Physical agents appear to act generally in calming the periods
of excitement. i

Hallucinations are occasionally cured by an effort of nature
alone. We have elsewhere noticed the case of a lady, with whom
the malady, which had lasted nearly two years, intermitted every
other day.

Medicaments may effect a cure, not by their therapeutic effects,
but by breaking the chain of ideas in the mind of the patient, as,
for example, opium in greatly prolonging the sleep of an hallu-
cinated person far beyond the time at which a particular symp-
tom returns.

Experience has not yet decided on the use of datura stramo-
ninm in cases of hallucination.

Moral means may be exercised with great success, but they
must not be relied on exclusively. In their selection, the mind,
eduneation, and nature of the delirtum should be taken into con-
sideration.

That moral treatment, which, in following symptoms, hastens
or retards its method according to circumstances, alters its
plans according to persons, and proceeds with prudence, appears
to us to unite the greatest chances in favor of recovery.

Leuret’s method (moral revulsion) is very difficult to apply to
persons habituated to reflect, to compare, and to will. The
obstacles encountered in persuading by reasoning, appear to us
almost insurmountable with insane persons of the educated
classes, especially when their prejudices are openly attacked ;
we therefore think that this method should be restricted to a cer-
tain number of cases evidenced by the social condition of the pa-
tients, their general character, and the quality of their delirium.

In the treatment of hallucinations, recourse must sometimes
be had to physical means, sometimes to moral, and sometimes to
the two influences united.
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facts which I have collected. My opinion is, that this man is
under the influence of hallucinations which disturb his reason.
Perhaps, if he were subjected to a long treatment, he might at-
tain to greater calmness, but he could never be trusted alone;
it would be best to send him back to Bicétre.

¢ At this, Chevillard, who did not utter a word during the
report of the doctor, said in a low voice: ¢ I will go no more to
Bicétre ; it is an inquisition; they all say that Tam mad. Well!
there is something for the unbelievers.” BSaying this, he put
into the clerk’s hand a little square piece of paper, written on
both sides. On the face was written:—

¢¢0th November, 1844, Whatever may be the opinion held
of me, I engage to provide a happy fate and a prosperous and
very agrecable life to the person who can lay out four or five
thousand franes, and to give him a profit of from one to two
hundred franes a day.’

““On the reverse :—

¢ ¢Whoever may have only two or three thousand francs to
lay out, may easily and securely obtain a profit of from eight
hundred to one thousand francs per month. "

“ ¢ Seeing is believing ! ! !

¢ ¢ CHEVILLARD,
‘¢ Rue Saint-Jacques-la Boucherie, No. 14,
d Paris (Discharged).’

“ The tribunal dismissed the case, and ordained that Chevil-
lard should be placed at the disposal of the administrative
authority.”’*

And how, indeed, could it be otherwise ? If this man, who
is convinced that he is surrounded with enemies; that he sees
them before him, hears their threats, abuses, pursues, and en-
deavors to strike and kill them, by a singular aberration of
mind—which has been an object of study with us in our article
on illusions—should transform the figures of his keepers into
those of his imagined enemies, the most serious consequences
might result from the error.

Hallucinations in the example just given, have paralyzed the
strength of the individual ; absorbed by his one idea, he cannot

* Gazette des Tribunaux, Décembre, 1844,
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attorney, one of the justices of the peace, and Drs. Jolly and
Vanderlaer visited the spot, and having decided on the mental
state of this unhappy mother, she was conveyed to St. John's
Hospital.

“By a singular coincidence, the husband arrived unexpectedly
at the very moment when his maniac wife and the corpse of
his child were being conveyed to the hospital.”

These two examples, selected from many others, will serve as
an introduction to the study of hallucinations considered in
their relation to medical jurisprudence and civil institutions.

The importance of this study has already been implied in its
symptomatology and the specific cases given. Itis beginning to
be understood that a number of those strange acts, placed hereto-
fore in the annals of crime, are referable to insanity, and, above
all, to hallucinations. '

The subject is so highly interesting that we must enter fully
upon its developments. We shall examine, first, the influence of
halluecinations on the conduct, waking and sleeping; secondly,
that of illusions under analogous circumstances; and, thirdly,
inquire at what point hallucinations demand sequestration and
commission of lunacy, and whether this state of mind does not
require the acts of the person under examination to be con-
sidered invalid.

Hallucinations may be the cause of many reprehensible and
dangerous resolves. Some madmen commit suicide, in order to
escape the vision which haunts them; others steal, because a
voice constantly insists that the object they take belongs to
them. Some are incendiaries; and a great number utter insults
and menaces, strike, and even commit murder.

A man may be found in a secluded spot with evident marks of
having met with a violent death. The first thought that occurs
to the mind is, that a crime has been committed ; but it may have
been a suicide, and this unhappy termination may have been the
result of a false sensation. A clerk, believes that he sees the
gendarmes surrounding him, to seize and bear him away to the
scaffold. Wishing to save his wife from dishonor, he stands a
whole night, whilst she sleeps, with an open razor at her throat.
Fortunately his idea takes another direction, and he casts the
weapon from him. On the following day, still tormented by
the sight of his persecutors, and unable longer to support it, he
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In each of the cases just cited, the cause of suicide was evident.
But it is not always thus; if the clerk had cut the throat of his
wife and had then drowned himself, it is probable this bloody
tragedy would have been attributed to any but the real motives.

Again, suicide may be occasioned by a voice apparently from
the street, calling to the hallucinated ; he, hastening to obey
the call, will be precipitated from the window, under the idea
that he is walking out of his room. A madman imagines that
he sees a bright ehariot waiting to transport him to heaven ; he
opens his window, walks quietly out to mount the chariot, and
falls on the pavement.

Suicide often oceurs in maniacal delirium and acute delirium,
which accompany febrile affections. When it has been possible
to disecover the origin of these catastrophes, it has constantly
been found that they were the result of hallucinations and illu-
sions, which engendered panic terrors; and that there are, as
regards motives, fewer suicides than attempts, induced by a
sentiment of self-preservation, to escape from chimerical dangers,
I remember, says Marec, a patient attacked with typhus, when
that disease raged in the city, who wounld have thrown himself
from the window had he not been prevented. When this deli-
rium was reduced, he recollected perfectly that he thought him-
self pursued by a horrible phantom, from which he was endeav-
oring to escape.*

If hallucinations be a cause of suicide, they no less fre-
quently oceasion attempts against the lives of others. Sad and
melancholy ideas, and fear, concur singularly in producing these
acts. The fear of the police and of the pursuit of enemies, has
in a great measure taken the place of the dread of the devil and
of spirits; although, for several years past, demonomania has
again dawned on the horizon. Nothing is more common than
to be consulted on the cases of madmen who think themselves a
mark for persecution, and whose death is being sought for by
poisoning or assassination. I was called to attend a lady, who
appeared in full possession of her reason. She said to me, with
the greatest coolness: * Sir, eight days since, in going to mass,
I perceived that I was followed by ill-looking men. On leaving

* Mare, de la Folie considerfe dans ses rapports avec les questions
medici-judiciaires, 2 vol. 8vo. Paris, 1840, t. ii. p. 150,
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“ Finally, he again got into the carriage, but his agitation and
fury lasted until our arrival at Buoy, where we stopped for
breakfast. The priest endeavored to calm him—begged him to
forget his injuries, and pardon his enemy. ‘I consent, Mon-
sieur I’Abbé,’ said the officer; ¢be our mediator. But let him
show himself!—let him acknowledge his wrongs !—let him stay
his insults ! Do you not hear the coward? He continues to
insult me ; he says I have been discharged; it is false—I have
only changed my regiment. Pouzet, show yourself! come and
fight! If you do not, I will report you everywhere as a villain.
They will spit in your face, and tear off your epaulettes.” We
offered him breakfast, but he declined. This agitated state
lasted until our arrival at Lons-le-Saulnier, where he was taken
to the hospital.”* .

With the progress of the moral affection, all the means em-
ployed by these patients to escape the plots of their enemies are
ineffectual. They introduce themselves into their dwellings,
annoy them constantly ; speak ironical, injurious, and menacing
words ; appear to them in the streets, and in the silence of night.
Frequently, illusion is combined with hallucination, and they
gee enemies in every person whom they meet. '

When the disorder has reached this point, the patient becomes
go exasperated that he resolves to escape this constant and
frightful torment by suicide. This result more frequently
takes place when he thinks that his enemies wish to be rid of
him by means of poison. He then frequently refuses all kinds
of nourishment, because it tastes badly, or has a suspicious odor,
and thus he dies of hunger. At other times the insane, furious
at these persecutions, form projects of vengeance, strike, wound,
or kill the first person whom they meet, and who, as they say,
pays for the rest. Under some circumstances, they conceive
a hatred for their nearest relative, or the person whom they
most frequently see, and their act in this case may impose on
inexperienced minds, who look on it as an act of revenge.

Insane hallucinated persons of this class are in general very
F?rmit]ab]e, and the examples we shall give will justify our asser-
tion.

Case CLXVII. Mr. R. de G. was engaged in an office under

* Bottex, op. cil.
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the foreigners, inspired him with the belief that persons were
suborned to destroy him.

This hallucinated man, who always carried arms, said that on
" several occasions he had been on the point of using them, but
waited until the individuals were near enough for him to touch
them before he fired.

It was under the influence of this idea that M. R. de G.
called on M. D., who was head of a government office, and, in
a state of great excitement, making him the personification of
all his imagined enemies, fired two pistols at him, and then
attempted suicide.

In listening to the recital of these events, all medical men
were agreed in recognizing an hallucinated monomaniac. It is
important to notice that this idea of poisoning, and these con-
tinual appearances of evil-disposed persons, which had lasted
during eight years, had not prevented M. R. de G. from filling
with distinetion the administrative career which he had em-
braced, and that, on the eve of his arrest, he was engaged in
drawing up a work which did not betray the slightest derange-
ment of mind. 3

The council-chamber of the highest tribunal in Paris, after
a long examination, and a medico-legal inquest, gave a verdict
of acquittal, and placed him at the disposal of the prefect of
police.*

Case CLXVIIL During the month of May, the commissary
of police of the seventh arrondissement was called on to establish
a murder. The culprit appeared deeply afflicted at his crime.
He declared to the officer that he had struck M. M., because
every one drove him to if ; that he had no angry feeling against
him, but wished to revenge himself on somebody. The evidence
given by the witnesses proved that, after having labored zeal-
ously for seventeen years in a warehouse, he had suddenly
quitted it, because offensive proposals were whispered into his
ears, and he was exposed to ridicule; since then he believed
himself to be pursued by gendarmes and police officers.

To the inquiry, why he struck M. M. with an iron instrument
freshly sharpened, he replied: “I was pursued by evil-disposed

* Prierre de Boismont, Médecine-Légale (Annales Médico-Peycholog.),
September No. 1843,
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of this form of disease. In fact, the greater number of crimes
committed by the insane have been by melancholy hallucinated
monomaniacs.

We think it right to add to these observations of our own, the
following, one of which appeared in the Droit, Bulletin des Tri-
bunaux, and the other in the Annales d Hygiéne. The affair
brought the crew of the ship Le Sévire before the assizes at
Bourbon. A circumstance which added greatly to the interest
of the trial was, that the captain of the vessel, M. L., had, since
his arrival in the colony, betrayed evident signs of mental alien-
ation, and that without any reason, assigned or suspected, had
fired twice on a peaceable citizen. A report of three physicians
declared him to be attacked by homicidal mopomania. The fol-
lowing is a statement of the facts :—

Case CLXIX. Captain L., during his stay at Cette, believed
that insults and menaces were addressed to him, which induced
him to stand armed on the bridge all night.

The vessel stood to sea for Bourbon. During the voyage,
many distressing events occurred ; the captain on several occa-
sions struck the sailors until blood flowed ; and many other eir-
cumstances were charged upon him. They deposed that he
looked at them suspiciously, talked often to himself, said that he
heard provocations and insults which no one had addressed to
him ; and that one day, without any reason, he had put his pis-
tol to the throat of the cabin-boy.

The captain, on his side, complained of the insults to which
he had been constantly subjected. Being pressed to state his
motive for firing on a person whom he scarcely knew, he
very coolly asserted that for some time he had distinctly heard
the voice of his wife (the trial was occurring in Bourbon, and
his wife was in France), calling to him from the cellar of the
house where he lodged, and imploring his help ; that he had
spoken to several public functionaries to have search made, but
they had paid no attention to him ; that he had threatened them
for thus neglecting their public duties; and that after he had
fired on one in particular, who had provoked him, he had been
taken to the hospital, where they had attempted to poison him
with a glass of tisane.

A deep feeling of pity ran through the court at this statement.
Thus coolly asserting this nonsense about his wife, who pursues
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shunned those with whom he was aecustomed to associate, went
out but seldom, and frequently exhibited fears that his life was
in danger. Overpowered by this chimerical fear, he spoke con-
stantly of enemies and plots, and persuaded himself that a man
named Robert—of whom he had often spoken both before and
after the 8d of May, 1828, in his conversations, fits of anger,
letters, and evidence—was the chief of the conspiracy hatched
against him. His old companions, his friends, his father, and
his wife, were by turns ranked amongst the conspirators; and
yet on every other subject he appeared rational. In one of
these paroxysms, during which his delirium was augmented, and
his fears and suspieions increased, he swallowed sulphuric acid,
not being able, as he said, to resist the torments which he expe-
rienced, and wishing to be rid of his enemies. This attempt at
suicide took place in the spring of 1827.

The medical men who attended D., at the commencement of
his malady, after his attempt at suicide, and since that time,
attested that he had a mental alienation, which they called
melancholy with delirium, characterized by imaginary fears,
conviction that his death was being sought for, frequent fits of
weeping, the pursuit of men, ete. Some witnessed to having
seen D. hide himself behind the house door, or run away, when-
ever any one called. Others had seen him in the fields making
strange gestures, and talking to himself.

On the 3d of May, 1828, D. passed the evening in company
with his wife and a third person, until nine o’clock ; nothing
indicated the disquiet and restlessness of a person about to
commit a double crime (his wife being pregnant). He embraced
her, and invited her to supper, after which they retired to rest.

On the following morning, the 4th of May, the wife was found
dead in her bed ; a napkin was spread over the corpse, and a
cross laid thereon. Her husband had gome away with his
father’s horse. The clothes which he had worn on the preceding
day were found covered with blood in the cellar. After a search
of nine days, he was found, and the following faots gathered
from himself and others. Having killed his sleeping wife with
a mallet, which he fetched out of the yard, he went to the
wardrobe for a napkin, spread it over the body, and placed upon
it a cross, which was on the mantel-piece, washed his hands in a
tub, tc:-u?l';auﬁ' his blood-stained clothes, which he threw into the
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erime committed, and of a punishment consequent thereon. Upon
this, on the 14th of Aungust, 1828, an order was given to arraign
D. for the murder of his wife. The court, by a decree of the fol-
lowing 12th of September, ordered an additional investigation.

In consequence of this judgment, D. was sent to Paris, and
placed in the insane division at Bicétre, where he could be
closely watched by the experienced undersigned.

During the first few weeks of his stay at Bicétre, D. remained
quite alone, took no exercise, never spoke, and appeared in a
stupor, wept long and often, particularly when questioned re-
lative to the murder which he had committed, the motives
which led him to it, his actual position, etc., when his face
would become much flushed. If pressed with questions, he
would accuse his enemies, particularly Robert, of having led
him into these criminal paths. He spoke of the murder of his
wife as of a thing in which a third person was culpable; and
londly demanded his freedom, saying: It is not my fault.”
He also wrote several letters, which resembled in all points
those which he wrote before his removal to Bicétre. On other
subjects neither his acts nor remarks were irrational.

After remaining for some months in the hospital, he became
more communicative, took more exercise, conversed more readily
with the attendants and the patients, and even argued with
them on matters foreign to his position. He wept more rarely,
excepting when he was questioned as to the cause of his being
in the hospital. But the acuteness of his replies proved that he
was aware of his position in regard to the law. He occupied
himself with manual labor and learned to net purses.

On the 14th of April, 1829, a great change was observed in
D.; he became restless and appeared distressed.® It was evident
that he had hallucinations of hearing. He complained that the
inmates of the hospital said disagreeable things to him as they
passed him, and expressed dissatisfaction towards some of the
patients with whom he had argued, but he had never either
disputed or quarrelled with them.

On the 16th of April, he requested to be shut up; and gave

* This sudden alteration in the habits of an insane person deserves
particular notice. Whenever we have observed it in our establishment,
the individnal has attempted suicide, escape, ete.






HALLUCINATIONS IN RELATION TO MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 517

underwent, he appeared to have his reason ; and also during his
stay in Bicétre, at least neither his words nor actions resembled
the usual ones of the insane patients. The numerous letters
which he wrote proved that he was not deprived of all intellect.

Second class of facts.—D. had a maternal uncle who was
insane ; consequently, he was predisposed to insanity. He had
never betrayed any perverse inclination, and was of regular
habits until the close of 1826, when suddenly his character and
habits underwent an entire alteration; since which time, he
evinced many symptoms of madness. The derangement of his
mind was verified by the certificates of three physicians who
attended him, and by public notoriety. ‘D. was a monomaniac,
he believed that he had enemies, that they desired to be rid of
him, and to kill him. He was convinced that his friends, his
father, and his wife, plotted against him. His delirium was
remittent, and increased from time to time.

In the spring of 1827, he had attémpted suicide in order to
escape the conspiracies of his pretended enemies. In the spring
of 1828, after having embraced his wife, he went peaceably to
rest with her, without provocation or anger; and awakened by
some distressing dream, or by his imaginary fears (let it be re-
membered that at the outset of his disease he had awakened
with a start), his reason wandered, he saw in his wife, lying by
his side, a conspirator ; it was necessary to deliver himself, and
he struck the unfortunate woman, who was fast asleep, not with
any instrument of death that was within the house, but with a
mallet, which he went into the yard to fetch. Far from flying
mmstantly, he delayed his departure, searched in the wardrobe
for a napkin, with which he covered the corpse of his vietim,
and placed a cross upon it. But then his fury having no longer
an object, the sight of the ecorpse made a powerful impression
on the murderer; the delirium ceased, reason awoke, and theé
unhappy man comprehended all the horror of the act he had
committed, forésaw the consequences, fled, and endeavored to
escape the pursuit of justice.

D. experienced that which has been noticed in many insane
persons, namely, that after a violent physical or moral impres-
sion, or the accomplishment of a design conceived during deli-
rium, they appear to recover suddenly the use of their reason,
and act almost if not quite in the same manner as if they had
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that accepted by the faculty, who give to that state the name of
mMOonomania.
Resolved in Paris, the 6th of July, 1829,
(Signed,) Esquiror,
FERRUS.

An extract from the verdict in the case goes to show that the
court, after deliberation, consider sufficient proof has been esta-
blished, that Jacques Jean-Baptiste D. was in a state of dementia
on the night between the 8d and 4th of May, 1826, in which
the action imputed to him was committed, and that thus, accord-
ing to the terms 84 of the penal code, there is meither crime
nor offence, and that no farther proceedings can be instituted
against D. The court, nevertheless, orders that he shall be
placed at the disposal of the King's attorney, who will take ne-
cessary measures for the safety of the public and of the accused.

This case, which we have given in all its details, because it
appeared an excellent type, presents to us a fresh example of the
danger of hallucinations and illusions in melancholy monomania.
Daily experience proves that these mad persons are convinced
they receive insults, are made mouths at, that the countenances
of those around them express hate, and a desire to harm them;
or they take them for devils, monsters, ete. It is evident that,
when D. killed his wife and the insane patient by his side, he
obeyed hallucinations of hearing, and probably also illusions,
as in the case of Soyez. It is extremely probable that these
two murders, executed at long intervals, would have been fol-
lowed up by other eatastrophes, if the most rigorous confine-
ment had not been maintained.

Gfalignani's Messenger published the following case:—

Case CLXXI. On the 25th of November, 1840, Dr. Pearce,
author of several estimable medical works, was cited before the
central criminal court for having fired at his wife with intent to
kill her, and was acquitted on a plea of insanity. He was sent
to Bedlam, where he has since remained, his fixed idea being
that his wife desired his death, and had paid several persons to
destroy him in some way or other, but chiefly, by always giving
him a damp or wet bed. For some time he obstinately refused
to quit the gallery in which his cell was situated.

In a letter, which he addressed to the manager of the hos-
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him. He complained of having been, against his inclination, an
accomplice of Oxford, the assassin of the queen, to whom, how-
ever, he had taught French, and whose mind he had attempted
to soften. Oxford had revealed to him particulars of great
importance relative to the crime he had committed, which he,
Pearce, thought it his duty to communicate to the Secretary of
State. With this view, he had written, in Latin, a letter con-
taining all the details; unhappily, it had been taken from him,
and he did not know if it had reached the office in Downing
Street. He also desired to make known how Oxford boasted
of having deceived Sir A. Morrison, Dr. Monroe, and the jury
in persuading them that he was insane.

Dr. Pearce added that this was what he wished to reveal to
the Secretary of State. His letter was produced against him.
The jury then proceeded in his examination. He persisted in
saying his bed was wet, that deleterious substances were intro-
duced into his clothes, and that a conspiracy existed against
him. He drew from his pocket a small packet, which eontained
a piece of one of his shirts, and a snuffbox which also contained
some other fragments ; these he desired should be given to Pro-
fessor Faraday, or some other celebrated chemist, to be analyzed.
The jury decided that Dr. Pearce was deranged, and had been
go since the month of October, 1840 (Britannia.)*

If we were not fearful of multiplying cases of this character,
we could relate the history of MacNaghten, the assassin of
Mr. Drummond, who was also persuaded that he was surrounded
by evil-disposed persons who threatened him, and that he was
surrounded by strange faces.t

It appears very probable that great political assassinations
‘have been committed by hallucinated persons, and that in many
cases, the impassibility of these persons under gpunishment has
been the result of the diseased state of their minds, and of
anxsthesia, so common amongst melancholy monomaniacs.

M. Bazin relates, in his Histoire de la Fronde, the assertion
which Ravaillac made on his examination, that, some days prior

* Galignani’s Messenger, 27th December, 1843,
t In a visit made in 1850 to Bedlam, MacNaghten was found in a state

of imbecility, in the section of insane eriminals. (The American Journal
of Insanity, April, 1851, p. 354.)
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since, in the hospital of Antiquaille, at Liyons, a hypochondriac
attacked by hallucinations, who strangled his daughter in obe-
dience to voices which commanded him to stop her breath.

We read the following in the Jowrnal d'Hufeland: A
Prussian peasant imagined that he both saw and heard an angel,
who commanded him, in the name of God, to immolate his son
on a funeral pile. He immediately ordered the boy to carry
wood to a certain spot which he pointed out. The son obeyed ;
his father laid him on the wood, and instantly killed him. He
was his only son.” '

Hallueination is sometimes the predisposing cause of a culpa-
ble action, the accomplishment of which is the result of an
illusion.

Casg CLXXII. Amongst the theological students in the Uni-
versity of Leipsic, was one named Rau, who became deeply in-
terested in the study of the Apocalypse of St. John. The
pernsal of these revelations so inflamed his mind that he enter-
tained the idea of reproducing these celestial visions. He soon
believed himself inspired, and thought he had communications
with God. His duties were neglected; he became passionate
and morose. He considered himself superior to the rest of
mankind. Full of this idea, he took to preaching, and expressed
himself in the following terms: “He who does not believe in
gorcerers, does not believe in the devil ; he who does not believe
in the devil, does not believe in God; he who does not believe
in God, shall be damned.”

On the 4th of August, 1799, his neighbors hearing a noise,
broke into his apartment, where they found his father in a pool
of blood, pierced with fifteen wounds, and with a large gash in
his throat. Rau was striding up and down the room, now ac-
cusing himself of having committed this horrible erime, and then
pretending that his father was an old Jew, who had been killed
by a Turk.

During his trial, he said he had never been baptized ; that the
man whom he had killed was not his father, since he did not
resemble him. His conduct was unseemly and rude, and he
evinced the greatest contempt for all mankind. During a vio-
lent storm he was heard to exclaim: ¢ Here comes the savage
prince ! I know him well, for I have often heard him.”

Here is a case, in which the hallucinated person commits a
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magistrate. We think it right to give his different replies to
the interrogatories :—

D. “Why did you ill-treat the master of the inn at Bully 7’

R. “Whilst I was at supper, the innkeeper took a large knife
and passed into an alcove belonging to the tavern. (Qn coming
out, he said: ‘There is one disposed of!" Another man entered
a second alcove at the foot of the staircase, whom he followed,
and also killed, saying the same words. He then offered me
a glass of red wine, which I accepted. There were women
present whom he induced to drink white wine. I then went to
bed. From my room, which was over the tavern, I heard a plot
made to assassinate me. I then resolved to sell my life dearly.
I placed myself near to the door, with my scissors in my hand,
and when he entered my room I defended myself.”

D. “In what manner and by what words did you comprehend
that you were to be assassinated?”

£i. *“They knew that I had seen them murder the two other
travellers, and I heard them consult together; the one said: *He
saw us kill them.” "The other replied : ¢ He saw nothing ; let us
leave him alone.” The first continued: ‘I tell you that he did
see it, and we must assassinate him; we shall be safer.” The
first then said: ‘Go up.” The other replied: ‘No; go you
up.’ ”’

On the day following, two physicians, Messrs. Chapeau and
Tavernier, were commissioned by the magistrate to report as to
the mental eondition of the eriminal.

In all the interrogatories to which he was subjected, this man
evinced good sense and judgment. He again narrated all
he had seen, heard, and felt in the inn at Bully. His recital
was that of a man fully convinced and free from passion, and
who congratulated himself on having escaped a great danger.

The experienced physicians to whom the examination of
Alphonso Terry was confided, gave in their report, which was
forwarded to the authorities. Whatever may have been the
result and issue of the trial, we cannot but shudder at the
frightful position of the accused, and of the impossibility of
legally justifying him, had he by chance had any cause of dis-
like to the inkeeper, any dispute with him relative to the price
of his repast, or, finally, had it been possible to believe in any
intention of his to commit robbery.
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written correspondence be neglected, which often throws great
light on an action apparently incomprehensible.

A single hallucination, which has appeared suddenly, exhibits
symptoms evident to the experienced observer. There is some-
thing in the words, gestures, and actions—brief, abrupt, and
unusual, which proves that the individual is not in a normal
condition. There will be a derangement of almost all the fune-
tions. These collective facts evince the difficulty of feigning
hallueinations.

If any doubt, however, should exist, solitary confinement
must be practised, the result of which, most usually, is that
evident symptoms of insanity exhibiting themselves sooner or
later, all uncertainty is dispelled.

Hallucinations not only induce suicide and murder, but they
may also lead to theft and incendiarism.

Case CLXXIV. Jonathan Martin, that modern Erostratus,
who burned York Minster, said to the examining judge:
“Your accusation of theft is devoid of common sense, and you
had better give it up; I never intended to purloin anything ;
but, having received intimation from an angel that it was the
will of God I should set fire to the cathedral, it was necessary
to supply myself with evidence that I alone committed the act,
in order that I should have the honor, or, if you prefer the ex-
pression, the odium of the deed.” Jonathan Martin, being
declared a lunatic, was confined in Bedlam, where he still
remains.

Case CLXXV. A girl, named Grabowska, under fifteen years
of age, suffering from nostalgia, set fire in two instances to a
house, in order that she might quit her masters. She declared
that, from the moment she entered their service, she was tor-
mented with a desire of incendiarism. It appeared to her that
a spirit was always present with her, urging the deed. It was
discovered that the girl had for a length of time suffered from
violent headache, and a delay in the physical changes usual
to females of that age.* ;

Case CLXXVI. A man, about thirty years old, was brought
to my establishment, under a suspicion of feigning insanity.

* Mare, Mémoires sur la Pyromanie, t. ii. p- 456, Des monomanes—
Klein, vol. ix. Annales Judicinires.
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vellous things. Still, at home, she appeared tolerably calm;
but her husband, who felt uneasy, locked himself every night
in his room. One night he heard a gentle tap at his door; he
immediately arose, and inquired who was there, but received no
reply. Half an hour after, he again heard a knock, and this
time his question was answered by his wife, who said, in a com-
plaining voice: “My dear, I am ill, and am come to ask your
assistance.”” The husband opened his door, and Madame H.
instantly struck him fivs blows on the head with an iron bar,
With the energy of despair he pushed her out, fastened the door,
and fell, covered with blood. ;

On the following day, Madame H. was taken back to the es-
tablishment where she had previously been. In a few days she
became more calm, and said she could only explain the act by
an aberration of mind. ¢ I imagined,” she said, ¢that my hus-
band was metamorphosed into a demon, and I looked on him
with horror.”

Some months subsequently, this lady was removed to my
establishment in the Rue Neuve Sainte-Geneviéve. She was
then very tranquil. Her conversation was rational and ani-
mated, but her antipathy to her husband continued.

Her sister, who had so narrow an escape from being her first
vietim, came often to see her; she loved her much, and expected
her visits with impatience. When I was interrogating her on
the insane attempt she had one day made on the life of this sis-
ter, she said : * How could I help it 7—when I sprang upon her,
she appeared to me a green and hideous corpse, whose looks were
diabolical ; the sight filled me with so much horror that I wished
to get rid of it in any way.”” These reasons were similar to
those which induced her to strike her husband.

This lady, who, during her residence with me passed her days
and evenings with my family, was attacked several times with
hallucinations and illusions. Notwithstanding her style of life,
and the apparent sanity of her conversation, her looks were at
times g0 malicious that I forbade any but the regular attendants
to enter her room. When tormented by illusions, she uttered
deadly threats, against which we took precautions by locking
her up in her own chamber.

Examples of this kind cannot be too carefully studied, for

they may be the cause of ill-founded censures, and of interpre-
34

e






HALLUCINATIONS IN RELATION TO MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 531

that M. de G. was a great criminal, who could only expect to be
placed on the bench at the court of assize? Let us examine
how matters really were. He had scarcely passed his examina-
tion before doubts arose in the minds of the magistrates as to the
soundness of his mind. Dr. Brun, in conjunction with another
physician, was commissioned to report on his mental condition.
The conclusions were such that he was placed at the disposal of
the administrative authorities, who sent him to Bicétre.

The feeling produced by a detention in this hospital on a
man of high rank and fortune was such that on several occa-
sions he attempted to starve himself.

After a short stay there, he was transferred to my establish-
ment. The first impression was highly in his favor. Well-
made, handsome, with a pleasant smile, eyes black, and, like
most Spaniards, very expressive, with courteous manners, he
could not be otherwise than interesting. Having left him some
days in tranquillity, I at length questioned him as to the events
which had occurred.

“ Such as you see me, sir,’” he said, “T am the most miserable
of men. For many years past, a vast conspiracy has been
organized against me in my own country ; the whole city of
Palma has plotted my ruin; relations, friends, citizens, are in
league to destroy me; they insult me, lay snares, pursue me,
point at me, ete.

“In order to escape from this persecution, I took refuge in
France, where I claimed the protection of the police; but I
soon found that they were suborned and bought by my enemies.
For several days they had given me no rest. Furious and out
of patience at such conduct, I fired on one of them, who had
not ceased insulting and making grimaces at me.”

“Then you know the man ?"” I inquired.

I had never seen him.” “Permit me to observe that your
reply seems very extraordinary.” ¢ There it is; they want to
make me pass for a madman; but I insist on it, I am judge of

my own honor. Whenever I am insulted, either myself or my
adversary must die.”

E?'ome time afterwards, he desired to speak to me privately.
“8ir,” said he, “ I see plainly that my enemies are powerful ;
I am prepared to make any pecuniary sacrifice in order to leave

this place. Tell me what sum I must give to government.” I






HALLUCINATIONS IN RELATION TO MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE. 533

We read in the Journal de Belfort, of the 26th of August,
1843, as follows :—

“ A pocturnal adventure no less singular than amusing, re-
cently took place in one of the faubourgs of our city.

Case CLXXVIIL ¢ The quartermaster to a regiment of Af-
rican chasseurs stopped at an inn where the walls of the eating-
room were decorated with hangings representing the most glo-
rious feats of arms accomplished by our young army on the
African territory. The officer gazed admiringly on the repre-
sentation of battles in which he had fought ; and from the flash-
ing of his eye, his hanghty bearing, and general agitation, i
was easy to perceive how powerfully old recollections were
revived ; and he left the apartment, casting furious glances on
the soldiers of the modern Jugurtha.

% In the middle of the night, the innkeeper hears a dreadful
uproar in the eating-room. He hastens down—to see what ?
the quartermaster, in the costume of the hero of La Mancha—
that is to say, in his shirt—who, under an attack of hallucina-
tion, had arisen from his bed, and, with a billet of wood in his
hand, was striking right and left at the Arabs on the hangings.
He cleaves, crushes, and mutilates a great number of Bedouins,
of both sexes. In his rage for extermination, he spares neither
tables, chairs, nor mirrors. There is no saying how far this
horrible earnage would have proceeded, had not an agent of the
police arrived, who explained to the soldier that the real Arabs
were in Africa, while these were in France, and—on paper ; and
that it was unnecessary to carry his enthusiasm so far as to fight
them in effigy.

“The quartermaster returned to bed, cursing the ecopper-
colored deceivers, and, conqueror as he was, had nevertheless to
defray the expenses of the war.”*

Hallueinations and illusions are one of the most characteristic
gymptoms of the action of intoxicating drinks; and whenever
this is the case, and they become the motives of an action accom-
plished during drunkenness, they should be taken into consider-
ation as an excuse or extenuation. These sensuous errors at
times occagion deplorable catastrophes. If the observation of
Freidreich be true,t drunken hallucinations are chiefly noticed

* Univers et Union Catholique, 1st November, 1843,
t Freidreich, Géricht, Psychologie, p. 790,
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also awakened, began to weep. For myself, I had attempted to
put on my pantaloons, but I sobbed and trembled so violently,
that I could not fasten them; and when my wife came, I was
still attempting to dress myself. My wife rushed to the bed, and
took the child in her arms, walking backwards and forwards with
him; but he soon ceased to show any signs of life. I cannot
conceive how I could commit so atrocious a crime; I had such
anguish, such agitation, such a disturbance in my head, and felt
something so irresistible within me, that 1 was forced to do it.
I was fasting—I was not ill; and I cannot explain how I was
struck with so great a misfortune. I implore mercy, that I may
not die on the scaffold, although I acknowledge that I deserve it.”

The correctness of this narration was fully confirmed on in-
quiry. In an examination which took place some time after-
wards, he stated as follows:—

¢ (On two former occasions, I had felt this hotrible desire to
kill my son. The first was six weeks before Easter, in this year.
I was employed during the winter in my room making a net; my
son, as usual, was playing around me; he got on my back, and
took me around the neck. My wife, thinking that he disturbed
me, called to him ; but I loved him so_much that I put up with
his fun, and took him on my knees to play with him. Even at
this moment, I'heard an inward voice, saying to me: ‘Do what
you will, this boy must perish; you must knock him on the
head.” I was seized with such anguish that my heart fainted
within me; and in order to get rid of so horrible a thought, I
hastily placed the child on the ground, left the room, and went
to the mill, where I remained until night, when my evil thoughts
were dispelled.

“The second attack occurred one morning, a few days before
Easter. My son was lying by my side; my wife was busy in
the house. The little boy asked me for some bread ; I gave him
gome cake, which pleased him exceedingly, and which he ate
with avidity. At this moment, when I was looking on the child
with the warmest affection, I thought I heard a voice within
whisper to me: * You must kill your son!" I shuddered; I felt
a kind of oppression, which made my breast heave, and, full of
terror, I sprang from my bed and ran out of the house. I
recited my prayers, busied myself in the stable, and in various
other ways, and endeavored to drive away the terrible idea
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and father. As soon as he had entered, he exclaimed, with
great satisfaction: “The devils tried to carry me off, but
I have given, at least one of them, such a beating with my stick
that he will never return.” But the hat which he carried soon
caused a suspicion of the misfortune which had occurred. The
sons of the victim repaired to the spot where the old men had
sat beneath the tree to drink, and there they found their aged
father lying dead with a deep wound at the back of his head,
which rested on a pointed stake. With this exception, his body
exhibited no external injury.

On the following day the unhappy author of this homicide
having recovered his reason, wept bitterly, and expressed the
liveliest regret. During the summary interrogatory, which he
underwent, he could say nothing, but that, having continued
to drink with his friend, they appeared to be surrounded by
spectres on horseback in blue regimentals turned up with red;
and persuaded, on seeing this, that some harm would happen to
them, they resolved to defend themselves with their sticks; in
consequence, they both assailed the spirits, recollecting to have
heard that, if courageously attacked, they would be put to flight;
he added that, in the midst of the combat, he missed his friend,
and the spectres also suddenly disappeared; finding a hat on
the ground, he carried it off; and, believing that his friend had
gone home, he thought it his first duty to call and inquire how
he was.

The faculty in law of the University of Holmstadt being con-
sulted on the case, gave the following verdict : * Drunkenness
is a vice to be shunned by all. If any one becomes voluntarily
intoxicated, without having been constrained thereto, and in
that state commits a crime, it shall be imputed to him, since he
owes to himself the loss of his reason. The law has adopted as
a rule, that when a erime has been committed in a state of com-
plete drunkenness, the excess of the state should exempt the
culprit from the usual punishment, excepting in a case where,
being restored to reason, he evinces no regret for what he has
done; such conduct proving that he approves of the act com-
mitted, and would in all probability have done the same even if
he had not been overtaken with drink. It must also be admitted,
that complete drunkenness cannot exempt from ordinary punish-
ment in a case where legislation has decided that no regard
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evidence of which has convinced magistrates, that many indi-
viduals who have passed as quarrelsome, hot-headed, and even
as murderers, belong to this catalogue.*

The question of isolation is so intimately connected with our
work that we must say a few words on the subject, although we
have already touched on it in speaking of treatment. It is
needless to repeat what we have before advanced ; we will only
add, that the hallucinated who are tempted to suicide, theft, in-
cendiarism, murder, etc., should be sequestered. No proofs are
required to point out the necessity of this measure. The same
precaution should be taken against hallucinated monomaniacs
who imagine themselves surrounded by enemies, as soon as they
utter threats, because experience has demonstrated how instan-
taneously they are driven to acts of violence ; but isolation
should not be resorted to unless the hallucinations are of a
gerious character.

An interdiction can be claimed in cases of hallucination,
when the delirium is such as to threaten ruin to the individual
and his family ; but this privation of ecivil rights cannot be ex-
ercised simply on account of a peculiar mode of living, singular
conduet, strange words, or a belief in imaginary circumstances,
which do not in any manner compromise the fortune of the in-
dividual, or expose him to become the dupe of intriguers.f

Amongst cases of this nature, we will mention a demand made
by M. and Mad. D. for an act of lunacy against Madlle. D. :—

Case CLXXXI. A young girl, sixteen years of age, arrived
in Paris early in the year of 1786, with a letter of introduc-
tion from her family to a friend. By one of those providential
chances, which can only be looked on as the guidance of
God, the young girl, having reached her destination, rang the
bell of the neighboring house, the door of which was soon opened
by a venerable lady, who inquired what she desired. The

* We have endeavored to diffuse these ideas in an article inserted in Le
Dirait, Z0th of January, 1850, entitled : “ Of the influence of hallucinations
on certain actions apparently criminal.”

T A. Brierre de Boismont, De 1'Interdiction des Aliénés et de 1'Etat
de la Jurisprudence en matitre de testaments dans l'imputation de
démence ; with notes by M. Isambert, counsellor in the Court of Cassa-
tion, Paris, 1852 (Annal d’Hygiéne et de Médecine Légale, January,
1852). Devergie, Médecine Légale, 3d edition, 1852, t. i. p. 647.
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The case I'.-ui:a‘m;gb appealed, Madlle. D. was again exhmined ;
her replies were very sensible, with the exception of the follow-
ing: “What is there to prevent you from marrying?"—“A
supernatural power ; I cannot tell you more.”” DMessrs. Andral,
Bleiny, and Ferrus, who had been instructed by the magistrates
to examine into the mental condition of this lady, gave their
opinion in these terms:—

¢ Madlle. D., aged fifty-six, an old domestic of M. F., dealer
in curiosities, is gifted with a strong, even a robust constitution,
but is more irritable than is usual in persons of her calling.
Her mind, of ordinary capacity, appears naturally upright, but
inclined to exaltation.

¢In character she is honorable and just, but somewhat singular.
Her conduct appears to have been irreproachable ; we, neverthe-
less, think that it has not been so without some violent struggles.

“We have discovered the existence of some hallucinations in
Madlle. D. dating far back, perhaps from extreme youth. Hal-
lucinations may be considered one of the most striking and
characteristic phenomena of mental alienation ; but they do not
in themselves constitute incontestable mental alienation, nor do
they always induce delirium.

¢ Madlle. D. reasons with perfect correctness as regards her
gocial relations; she maintains a kind of worship and veneration
for her old master, which is betrayed in all her words and
actions. :

“We are of opinion that the hallucinations of Madlle. D.
may, by their nature and long standing, be looked upon as con-
stitntional, and hence beyond the resources of art.

“We think that any treatment, founded on coercion, might
induce the lady to dissimulate her condition, and perhaps be the
means of determining symptoms of a much more serious charae-

ter than those which now exist, and which are brought against
her.

¢ (Bigned,) ANDRAL,
BLEINY,

FErRUS.
“Paris, 13th April, 1843.”

After a prolonged discussion in the chamber of council, the
court confirmed the sentence, which rejected the claim for an
act of lunacy against Madlle. D.
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tions, 351, 400

Remorse, its influence on illusions,
106, 311, 312, 314

Repetition, voluntary, of the same ac-
tions, 316

Reverie, its action on hallucinations,
42 (influence of the East on), 44

8.

Sabbath (note on the), 208

Sacy (de), his_explanation of hallu-
cination, 195

Sanguine (system), its influence on
hallueinations, 284

Sauvage, his definition of hallucina-
tion, 32

Semiramis, her hallucination, 311

Senile hallucination in dementia,
152 .

Senses (part they play), 103 ; their
intervention in hallucinations, 409

Sensations may become confused by
the influence of hallucinations,
59 ; abnormal, may become the
fri in of a melancholy affection,

1

Sensibility, its development in cer-
tain cases, 195; hearing wonder-
fully acute, 196; do., smell, iis
development; sensibility on the
approach of death, 243 ; of the de-
velopment of the senses, 244, 956,
-—Th&ﬁﬁﬁﬂn&t of Angers d’Huy-
gens, the young musician of M.
Vincent, 256 ; other cases, 274, 316

Sexes, their influence on hallucina-
tions, 319

Sexual (intercourse), ohserved in de-
monomania, 128, 152

Sigmond, his opinion on the super-
natural, 60; his case of -presenti-
ment, 199

Silvio Pellico, his hallucination, 287

Simonides, his hallucination in a
dream, 194

Sleeplessness, characteristies of hal-
lucinations in, 361

Smell, the hallueinations of, 94

Socrates, his hallucination, 399

Solitude, its influence on hallugina-
tion, 825, 803
























